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  Footnote References / Book Abbreviations




  W= Workbook, A Course in Miracles




  T= Text, A Course in Miracles




  M= Manual for Teachers, A Course in Miracles




  DU= Disappearance of the Universe




  YIR= Your Immortal Reality




  PGT= Pursah’s Gospel of Thomas




  G-I= Glossary-Index for A Course in Miracles




  SP= Song of Prayer




  A Course in Miracles footnote references are arranged as follows:




  The letters indicate the section of the book, and the numerals indicate page number, paragraph and line number, respectively.




  For Example:




  (W [workbook] 456 [page] 7 [paragraph] 8 [line])




  In the Old and New Testaments, the book is referenced, then chapter, then verse.




  If the reference does not have numbered paragraphs or lines, only the page number is indicated.




  PART 1




  Prelude




  We have taken several profound spiritual texts and drawn a number of parallels between them, and combined these ideas to gain a broader understanding of our life’s purpose, and to help us navigate the unpredictable roads of our life’s journey. We will find that each of the documents discussed will impart understanding to the other and will give us insights that can unlock mysteries which have been concealed from mankind’s awareness for generations. We will be specifically looking at a rendition of The Gospel of Thomas and A Course in Miracles.




  The Course’s edicts, reinforced by the contemporary perspective of The Gospel of Thomas, can point us in a new direction and reveal new options that will lead to a thought reversal as to what we consider real and important. We are encouraged to travel with a different guide than we have in the past, One who will smooth our way and make straight our path.




  We have found A Course in Miracles to be a distinctive manuscript that exposes the reader to a different way of viewing life. It imparts the unique understanding that there is a way out of the current perceptual prison of a suffering world.




  We will learn that we have an alternate choice as to how we perceive and think about the world, and that choice provides us with a map and a compass that can lead us back to the Home that we have never left. We will find that we have put our faith in a thought system that has repeatedly betrayed us, and guidelines are now available that can transfigure everything that we perceive. We are given keys that will assist us to see beyond form to the formless, and unite with the flawless Vision that sees our True Self as It really is. Although the Course is Christian in its language and venue, it supersedes the parameters of any one doctrine as it confronts and discusses universal spiritual themes.




  The Gospel of Thomas is a written collection of Jesus’ parables, many of which are found in the New Testament. An entire intact copy of this gospel was unearthed over sixty years ago, but the average person knows little to nothing about it. These Sayings convey the Love of our Father that Jesus continually exemplified. As we consider the passages from this treatise, we can gain further insights into the life and times of Jesus and the disciples, and we will be able to apply that wisdom to our lives. We have included this revised gospel in a subsequent chapter, and will presently give an account of how the original document was found.




  These books studied side by side will open up a window into the past so that we can catch a glimmer of the spirit and message of the Master. We will move from a literal understanding of these teachings to a more spiritual comprehension of the underlying meanings that might not have been so obvious at first. They will offer us a clear path to follow and if we choose to, we can place our footprints in His own.




  Let us now open our hearts and minds and hear with our inner ear the miracle of these teachings that lead us ever forward to remember God in all of His Splendor and Love.




  Chapter One




  Origins




  Let us first look at The Gospel of Thomas and explore its origins. The Gospel of Thomas is a collection of Sayings that is claimed to have been written by one of the twelve disciples of Jesus. This complete text, among others, was discovered in the desert of Upper Egypt near Nag-Hammadi in 1945.




  The early church fathers, notably Origen of Alexandria and Hyppolytus1 were aware of The Gospel of Thomas and mentioned this gospel in a few contexts, albeit in a negative manner. Up until this point though, most of the writings by this disciple were thought to have been lost or destroyed during the early Church’s struggle to define scripture and unify it into a consistent doctrine. From a scattering of a few existing remnants, scholars had only been able to assemble a sketchy picture of what Thomas had written.




  What little that was known of this gospel had always been regarded by the Christian Church with skepticism as it was considered to be a heretical text, Gnostic in nature and running contrary to canonical scripture.




  There is an age-old dispute between the teachings of Gnosticism and those of Christianity. The reason for that debate not only has to do with the radically different foundational premise of Gnosticism, but also their view of Jesus. They considered Jesus to be sent as a liberator of mankind, and through gnosis (knowledge) he would free man from an inherently evil world, so that at death man could reunite with the Supreme God. This runs contrary to the Christian view of Jesus as the savior of mankind and who, as God incarnate, sacrificed his body to take up the burden of mankind’s sins.




  We can see how different these views of Jesus and the world are and will not be debating these topics here. What we will be doing is using the Sayings from The Gospel of Thomas to impart a different perspective on a number of spiritual themes.




  Thomas’ Gospel was discovered by chance as an Arab peasant was searching for an indigenous fertilizer in the arid desert of his homeland. In his travels he stumbled upon an earthenware jar and broke it open. To his surprise he found that it contained more than a dozen fourth-century papyrus codices and manuscripts bound in leather. These codices consisted of fifty-two texts written in the Coptic2 language. This collection of documents was later named The Nag Hammadi Library, or The Coptic Gnostic Library, and among those ancient tractates was a collection of Sayings called The Gospel of Thomas.




  This text had not been viewed in its entirety for centuries. One can imagine the disruption within the Christian community when this complete ancient text of The Gospel of Thomas was found after having been buried for over 1,600 years. (It had been in circulation for about 400 years before it was buried.)




  Was there now a possibility that a long closed door might open and this new information could be studied or additional perspectives be embraced? Could some contemporary theories unsettle the streamlined, traditionally accepted doctrine? Could the Church’s foundational doctrine and belief system perhaps change or be supplemented to be objectively discussed and evaluated? It does not appear to be happening anytime soon, and we will look a few possible reasons why this is the case.




  An additional discovery that has added to this small but growing cornucopia of information about The Gospel of Thomas was a heretofore uncertain correlation between this gospel’s Coptic version and older Greek fragments called the Oxyrhynchus fragments. These fragments were unearthed years before The Gospel of Thomas, and were found in 1897-1903 during an excavation of an ancient library in Oxyrhynchus, Egypt. It had been speculated that there were remnants of The Gospel of Thomas among the thousands of fragments of Biblical script found in this library, and the later 1945 Coptic discovery confirmed this supposition.




  These early fragments posed some thought-provoking ramifications. Our first consideration is that these fragments establish that the Coptic version is a later translation from an earlier text, and it was also translated from another language. Secondarily, as the Greek Oxyrhynchus version predates this Coptic translation, it gives this gospel historical verification and legitimacy. Additionally, this Greek version has been dated at 130-250 A.D., so not only was it written around the time of the canonical gospels, but a surprising possibility emerges that The Gospel of Thomas may have even preceded them (See Appendix A).




  Even with this information, Christian theologians to this day dispute the legitimacy of The Gospel of Thomas and dismiss it as a heretical Gnostic text. As we objectively review The Gospel of Thomas we will find that about half of the gospel has direct parallels to the canonical gospels, and much of the rest of can be linked theologically to the New Testament. However, even with this information, The Gospel of Thomas is still generally ignored and remains obscure.




  As we investigate the first lines of this unearthed gospel, we find the quote, ‘Whosoever discovers the hidden interpretations of these sayings will not taste death’. This quote that is found frequently throughout the gospel may be one of the reasons that this text has been considered to be a Gnostic document.




  One of the precepts that defined Gnosticism is that initiates believed that only they had the understanding and secret knowledge of what Jesus really meant in his discourses. However, using the word ‘secret’ does not automatically turn this gospel into a Gnostic text. A case in point would be the Gospel of Mark, where Jesus tells the disciples that the secret of the Kingdom of God belongs to them, and it is outsiders that receive everything in parables3 . Further, in the same gospel we read that Jesus explained the meaning of his parables to the disciples in private4 . These Biblical quotes show that Thomas’ Gospel should not be regarded as a Gnostic teaching based on a phrase that has ‘secret’ in it or if certain teachings were relayed to a select group.




  As we look anew at this first Saying in The Gospel of Thomas and progress in the studies of our additional materials, the possibility of another interpretation arises. It may well mean that we ‘will never taste death’ if we begin to focus on removing the obstacles that hinder us from understanding that we are one with our Father in Spirit. By changing our perspectives we will attain a spiritual resurrection and a transformation of our minds.




  We are familiar with the New Testament gospels written by the disciples Matthew, Mark, Luke and John and now because of the Nag Hammadi discovery, we find that we can supplement our understanding of them with Thomas’ recorded dialogue. As we review this ‘fifth’ gospel and realize that it stands on its own merit, (even as it reflects the teachings from the other four gospels) we will discover that it offers added insights into the thoughts of Jesus and of the times in which he lived.




  We may find with this complementary gospel in hand, that Jesus is entreating us to look deeper into the hidden or metaphysical interpretations that may not be so obvious at first. It would impart a sense of freedom to know that as we follow his guidance he will teach us to listen within to the still, quiet voice of Truth and hear His Answer for ourselves. We will discover that this text written by Thomas, complemented by our other spiritual resources conveys a concise message of wisdom that is relevant to our lives and will help us to navigate this chaotic world.




  After much consideration, we have chosen to use a unique translation of The Gospel of Thomas and have included it in its entirety in a subsequent section. This gospel is named Pursah’s Gospel of Thomas5 and is a modified version of the Nag Hammadi text. As we will see, it streamlines the text to reveal a consistent and unified message. If desired, one can also compare these Sayings with the Nag Hammadi text to make further comparisons. One will still find that the contemporary messages discussed can be applied to all translated versions of this gospel.




  Since we have focused on a document that has been revised, an immediate question one would wonder is; how could an ancient text be modified, and who would have the authority to alter any part of The Gospel of Thomas, which after 1,600 years of anonymity has come to us as part of The Nag Hammadi Library?




  This is a good question, and will be answered shortly. We will come to appreciate the reasons why this modified rendition of The Gospel of Thomas was chosen to relay the enduring messages from Jesus.




  The Introduction of Pursah




  Let us look at the narrative that introduces Pursah and reveals her interesting part in relaying The Gospel of Thomas. One day in 1992, to the surprise of Gary Renard6 , a mysterious couple appeared from out of nowhere and introduced themselves as the ascended masters, Arten and Pursah. (Ascended masters are beings who have transcended the bounds of human limitations.) Their mission was to reveal the miraculous powers of advanced forgiveness that could change our perception of the world. Their insights were coherent, integrated, and relayed a unified message of love.




  Among the many subjects discussed with Arten and Pursah, one unexpected topic was the disclosure of their past. Arten revealed that at the time of Jesus he was one of the twelve disciples named Thaddeus, also known as Jude. Pursah was the disciple Thomas, and had complete recall of that life, hence enabling her to alter the Nag Hammadi version of Thomas’ Gospel for accuracy. We have used the maxim ‘fifth disciple’ to refer to Thomas, because we have found that this document lends support to the four traditionally accepted gospels and expands our knowledge of the thoughts of the Master.




  This unusual introduction to the fifth disciple can lead us to a question about the subject of reincarnation. We may ask, what is reincarnation exactly? The premise of reincarnation is that one has lived before in a body and will live once more. It further states that when all of our thoughts and deeds have been balanced and we have come into alignment with God’s Will, we will no longer need to return to earth, but will once again be in our Father’s Presence for all time. It is difficult to come to a specific conclusion about reincarnation since it is a personal belief based on ones own experiences.




  However, in reference to these documents, the import of this question recedes as we look to the text of The Gospel of Thomas and ask ourselves if this revised manuscript provides a consistent and unified message? Do we find that the majority of the significant Logia remain the same as the Nag Hammadi version? Is this gospel more logical in its new format? If our answers are affirmative, we can move on to study the deeper meanings of the Sayings, and endeavor to embrace the eternal Oneness that they advocate.




  As we examine The Gospel of Thomas, it is a poignant prospect to sit once again at the feet of the Master, to listen to his words and thoughts and to look with him into the heart of the parables.




  As was already mentioned, to complement our understanding of Thomas’ Gospel and to gain a fuller picture of our life’s purpose, the major metaphysical philosophy that we will discuss in depth is A Course in Miracles. These teachings can be used to enhance our awareness of a Reality beyond this physical world. The Course is a unique spiritual text that speaks of mans’ creation, why we are here and what we need to do to get back to our true Reality. It speaks of fear and redemption, of the ego and the Holy Spirit and how we are part of God’s Oneness that has no beginning or end. The Course helps us unfold the treasure map of our salvation, and as we apply the tenets outlined therein to our lives we will rediscover the Will of God for our lives and learn what we need to do to fulfill our destiny. Throughout its pages we will come to witness the transformative power of accepting our Oneness with our Father, even as we become aware of the reasons for its delay. Our objective is to use the methods outlined by the Course to liberate our minds and change our thinking so that we can remove the blocks to our true vision. As we tap into the Universal One Mind, we will be able to see beyond the body to the Spirit that eternally dwells in the Reality of our indisputable Oneness.




  We will now review some of the foundational teachings from A Course in Miracles to complement our understanding of the underlying message found in the revised edition of The Gospel of Thomas.




  Chapter Two




  A Course in Miracles




  As the teachings of A Course in Miracles unfold, we will study some profound insights that reveal a philosophy unparalleled in spiritual thought. It is an extraordinary self-study course, with timeless teachings that have no religious affiliation, even though there are biblical references and language. It is an original system of thought that puts us in touch with our real Mind, and by so doing, peace, joy, and healing follow naturally. As these teachings are embraced, and one accepts the thought system of advanced forgiveness and Love that are outlined, our awareness will be transformed and we will move forward to an inner peace and true strength that is a gift of untold proportions.




  Within the outline of A Course in Miracles we will discover many keys that will help us to find the happiness that we seek even as we reside within a perpetually sorrowful world. If applied with diligence and focus, these keys have the ability to catapult our thinking into alignment with God’s Will for our lives. That Will has never altered and has never varied, it has only been unrecognized.




  One of the first things that we will notice about the Course’s language is that it is presented in a Christian context. It uses the masculine form when referring to God, the One Son, the Holy Spirit and our fellow human beings. This format was certainly not meant to offend anyone, but was chosen to embrace, not exclude those in the Western Judeo-Christian culture who are familiar with this type of language, and so we have adopted it into our format as well.




  To understand the humble truths that A Course in Miracles can bring to our awareness, we will also need to examine the subtle timbre of the Course’s language. We will look at some terms which are used that do not have the same meanings that we normally ascribe to them, and for clarity, we have devoted certain sections to discuss those and other relevant topics.




  For one, we will take a look at the meaning of forgiveness. When we use the word ‘advanced’ forgiveness, we are speaking of a forgiveness that ultimately sees the purity of the Son of God dwelling in Spirit beyond the body and form, where there is no error. In conventional forgiveness, one first sees the error and then tries to overlook it and forgive it. As we understand the new meanings outlined by the Course and apply those precepts to our lives, we will begin to appreciate the benefits of changing our mind as to how we view our brother. We will come to understand the reasons for our current outlooks and why the changing our mind is an essential ingredient to progressing on our spiritual journey. As we begin to forgive him for his mistakes, we will introduce into our consciousness the forgiveness of ourselves. As we dismantle the obstacles that we have set up between ourselves, our brother and our Creator, we will make contact with the Self that has always been, and begin to reweave the tapestry of God’s Wholeness back into our awareness.




  We will also methodically examine a number of terms that relate to the unconditional love that our Father has for us, as well as terms that relate to the blocks that hinder us from experiencing that love. We may personally define love as an exclusive love relationship or the love of a parent for their child. The Course’s definition of love actually expands beyond any and all limiting definitions, and is regarded as the all-encompassing Love of the Father for every part of Himself that excludes no one or no thing. So when we are asked to choose Love, this does not mean the love found in the world. The world promotes special love, and that love rejects some and accepts others. We are speaking of the complete, all-inclusive Love of the Father for all of His children. This is the Love that is not necessarily physical, but sees beyond form to the indwelling essence of Spirit, and cannot and does not exclude anyone. As we choose to Love as He Loves, we are then enfolded into the Thoughts of our Creator Who sees us and our brother as eternally One with Him. Truth, peace, and forgiveness are a few of the synonyms that are used in the Course to touch upon these aspects of the Divine. We will find that all of the references to the Love of God are related to this foundational thought of unified Oneness.




  Let us now consider some pivotal terms used throughout A Course in Miracles. We will look at the expression ‘Son of God’ or the ‘One Son’. These terms are used to refer to the Christic image that resides within us all as the One Son and issue of Our Father. This idea enhances our metaphysical understanding of who we are beyond form, and is not related to any one doctrine and can be applied to any spiritual path.




  This expression of the ‘One Son’ is regarded to be the unified Presence of which we all are a part and has existed before anything that was made. The integrated One Son is an indis-soluble part of the essence of the silent breath before the Word came forth and is comprised of everything after the Word came forth. It is an element of the unchangeableness of eternity that Is, and is where we all are dwelling in the eternal Present, now. We are reminded of a passage in the Bible about our creation; ‘The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life.’1 This becomes only a glimmer of what we truly are beyond the vagaries of time.




  The ‘One Son’ has dreamed of fragmentation but his Spirit is still part of the Whole and he has only forgotten that this is so. Thus, this expression transcends time and space and refers not only to Jesus, but to all of God’s children, male and female who are all a part of the Whole. Jesus is nonetheless the definitive personification of the One Son. He understood that, ‘he was in the Father and the Father was in him…’2 He demonstrated this knowledge to the world and was the beacon of light that came to guide us Home. Our potential is to be as he is, and as he himself has said in the New Testament ‘Verily, Verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on me the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do…’3 Our gratitude knows no bounds as we realize that our loving Guide has come again to reveal to us the message of our Divinity and guide us back to our Place of Origin where we will reside with him in timelessness.




  Nevertheless, ‘Child of God’ can be substituted by the reader, or any other term that feels comfortable, until the words themselves are transcended and their underlying message and meaning are recognized. What is important, over and above the semantics of the biblical expression, is the realization that the term ‘Son of God’ represents us as the One Son, beyond time and space, forever united in the Mind and Spirit of our Father. This is the Mind that the Course addresses, not the ‘us’ that we identify with as individual bodies.




  This clears up any confusion that may happen when statements are made in the Course that could be interpreted to mean that an individual can save the world, or it is a person’s holiness that blesses the world. What we are is united together in Spirit and our fundamental nature is beyond any appearance or manifestation. Our essence that is ultimately One with our Father pervades everything so thoroughly that it becomes an ethereal thought that not only penetrates the space between the electrons of the atoms but simultaneously soars in all directions and into all dimensions.




  Even though this is the nature of our being, we have lost touch with it and are unaware of this connective force that is our very life. So now our individual dramas play out upon the world, our loves and hates and our choices for good or ill, all the while the Reality of who we are beyond form has been forgotten.




  This brings to mind images of turbulent waves tossing and churning above changeless silent depths, and the tranquil water beneath the turbulence is totally unaffected by what is transpiring above. Our focus has been upon the chaotic surface of the water while unbeknownst to us the calm unchanging water of the depths has always supported our existence.




  If we have a small willingness to acknowledge that there may be another way to see the world, then the door will swing open and all things shall become clear. When we let the Holy Spirit into our lives with the little willingness to find a better way, we will have a companion Who will joyfully accompany us for the rest of our journey Home.




  A Short Study in Duality




  We are told that deep within the mind of the One Son, on a metaphysical level where there is no duality (subject and object), everything as we know it is actually enveloped in the One Mind of God, and there is nothing else. The Course gently directs us in how to recover this understanding of our Oneness with all life; it is done by methodically removing the blocks that we have unwittingly placed between ourselves and that forgotten knowledge. Since we now believe that we are a product of a dualistic environment, we are gently led to see the truth of our dualistic thoughts by seeing the logic of contrasts.




  From the perspective of the Course, an important study in contrasts and duality is the ego, and we will soon look at it more thoroughly. Here, the term ‘ego’ represents the ‘wrong minded thought system’, and it is this mode of thinking that we want to extricate ourselves from as it only leads to our suffering and despair. The ego’s thought system is the author of the world of perception, of time and change, of beginnings and endings and it is the world which we have embraced as our reality. We may be surprised to hear that the whole of the ego’s interpretive world is the complete antithesis to the Realm of God. It has no part of the changelessness and totality of the Unified Realm that has no beginning or end.




  This idea of the completely unified, changeless Mind of God has a lot in common with a spiritual philosophy called non-dualism. This study is centered on the thought that we / everything are One, and that there are no differences between us because we are made in our Father’s image and likeness which is Spirit.




  A beautiful rendition of the idea of Oneness is depicted in the Workbook and unconditionally describes this thought of non-dualism:




  ‘Oneness is simply the idea God is. And in His Being, He encompasses all things. No mind holds anything but Him. We say ‘God is,’ and then we cease to speak, for in that knowledge words are meaningless. There are no lips to speak them and no part of mind sufficiently distinct to feel that it is now aware of something not itself. It has united with its Source. And like its Source Itself, it merely is.’3A




  The ‘right minded’ thought system in the Course is represented by the Holy Spirit, and there are similarities to many of the ideas of non-dualism. The difference is that even though this ‘right minded’ thought system is in itself completely unified and contains no negative facets, the Holy Spirit is the aspect of God that knows both thought systems, and provides the One Answer that will show us the way out of our perceptual limitations. His Gentle Voice mediates between the world of perception, which we believe is real, and the realm of knowledge, where no thought exists apart from God. This Unified Realm is where we are as the One Son, now. The Holy Spirit will help us to remember that this is where we have always existed, joined as One Mind and with One Will, and our divine Helper will help us to see and remove the blocks to this knowledge. Our reliance and belief in the vaporous ego world will then dissipate, leaving only the Truth in its place.




  As we study in earnest, we will recognize that we have a spiritual mind and that we can reverse our thoughts to those of the Holy Spirit’s right minded thinking. We do so by consistently identifying and exposing the ego’s defensive thought system for what it is, and then come to realize that we no longer want it. As we are continually shown throughout the Course the contrasts between these two thought systems, we can embark upon the path of knowledge that will show us how to unlearn the mistakes of our thinking. We will be provided with the tools that will help us to shed the obstacles that have impeded us from merging with our real Self.




  An enlightened Indian sage, Sri Nisargadatta Maharaj4 , illuminated this somewhat confusing idea about the two differing aspects of the self within the individual. He distinguished between them by calling them the ‘false self’ and the ‘I am’ (The Course would refer to them as the ego and the Holy Spirit). A student did not understand the difference between these two selves, and perhaps thinking them more or less the same, asked ‘How or why would the self want to eliminate the self or, put another way, why would one want to use metaphysical acrobatics to make the acrobat disappear?’




  Nisargadatta’s answer was in accord with some of the ideas that we have been discussing. He said that once a person has a sincere longing for reality, the determination to be free from the false is set in place. When all of the (ego) thoughts of ‘I do’, ‘I feel’, and ‘I think’(which belong to the ‘separate identity’) disappear from the field of consciousness, then only what is real is left. This meeting ground is difficult to find if the false self is denied or looked upon with contempt.




  When the ‘higher Self’ (as the independent observer) looks upon the little self with a loving understanding, then that small self is no longer denied but gently released as being unreal and having no substance. The little self will now subsume into the One Self, and the duality of ‘I’ and ‘that’ will merge (The Course would say that the ego thoughts fade away leaving only the True Self). Now the Higher Self takes charge and becomes the guiding principle of our every thought. It is then that our view of life becomes all-encompassing and far reaching and we see things as they truly are.




  The bottom line is that change can only come about if we are willing to look upon all parts of ourselves with compassion and understanding, even those aspects that we most dislike. When we do not deny them but view them as opportunities for growth, then they will fade away to let the light that is true shine forth.




  A fundamental key to our freedom is to realize that we have a choice, and that we are not imprisoned by one limited thought construct. As our vision expands and we apply the Course’s precepts and Workbook lessons to our lives, we find to our delight, a panoramic view of peace, joy and security opening up to our sight.




  This happy vision of the ‘real world’ is defined in the Course as a peaceful state of mind where our outlooks and interpretations about what we view in the world are changed, and we see all from the Holy Spirit’s perspective. We look upon all things with the eyes of Peace, for our minds are permanently healed of the separation thought.




  A story will unfold in Chapter Four that explains this separation thought and reveals the reasons why we find ourselves in our present predicament.




  Our Spiritual Image




  To gain a greater understanding of our motivations and dualistic thought processes, we will find that A Course in Miracles candidly describes how we observe this universe. We perceive everything as characterized by duality in a world of comparisons. There is not tall without short, or black without white and as these comparisons exist, so do our judgments. While those judgments are in place we are immersed in the idea of competition with winners and losers, inferiority and superiority and the complexity of competing problems ad infinitum. This concept of duality is converted into an idea about our reality and the world. We see ourselves as a subject with objects external to us and that perception expands to include the entire universe as being outside of us.
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