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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT


Suffering: if God exists, why doesn’t he stop it?


I found this little book wonderfully concise, free from religious jargon and very thought provoking. John Morris’s and my own views are more convergent than might be expected, given that I’ve been a happy humanist for 20 years. Had I read this as a teenager, I might have clung on to faith for a while longer. Genes have shown me that DNA is full of design flaws, ‘mutational accidents waiting to happen’. Genetics get in the way of my agreeing with Morris’s evolutionary position completely. Heritability studies suggest that our genetic lottery not only determines who gets genetic disease but also affects our ability to adapt and cope with it. Morris partly agrees, but finds room for God’s supporting role in nature and human choices.


Dr Alison M Dunning, Centre for Cancer Genetic Epidemiology, University of Cambridge


How is it that some intelligent people go on trusting and hoping in God despite the challenges of science and, above all, suffering? I recommend as particularly suitable for group discussion this brief and helpful distillation of the ordinary wisdom about life, the universe and everything which has enabled people to sustain such faith.


Frances Young, OBE, Emeritus Professor of Theology, University of Birmingham, mother of Arthur, born severely disabled, as in Arthur’s Call


Over 50 years I must have arranged about 30,000 funerals, some after significant suffering, and last year I went to Auschwitz. I have read this book twice and found it remarkable for its in-depth study. It very lucidly put each topic and each side of the debate and refers deferentially to other religions. It was a fascinating insight into the author’s thoughts and I found myself questioning my own. Many of our bereaved families would find comfort from this book and help them realise they are not alone in their suffering.


Richard Steel, Richard Steel & Partners, Funeral Directors since 1860


John Morris offers a valuable insight into the paradox that must trouble every believer. His family experience drives him to better understand this question and this brings a deep humanity. His writing is concise, accessible and enlightening, both for people whose faith is tested and for those of us who may not be believers but seek to better understand those who are. A stimulating and well crafted read.


Mark Goldring, Chief Executive, Oxfam GB; formerly Chief Executive, Mencap


For clarity, brevity, readability and comprehensiveness, this book, on a vexed topic, is one of the very best. It is open to insights from the sciences and the world’s religions, as well as those from theology and faith. Ideal for discussion in groups or for private reading, perhaps in a single session, it handles deep problems with a light touch. It will be of great help to believers and agnostics alike.


Professor Adrian Thatcher, Dept of Theology and Religion, University of Exeter


This book contains so much wisdom packed into so few pages. It is condensed from the author’s deep understanding of suffering and is both scientifically and theologically well reasoned. It is an excellent and remarkable book. Inspired !


Sir Colin Humphreys, CBE, FRS, Director of Research, Dept of Materials Science and Metallurgy, University of Cambridge
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Foreword by the Archbishop of York


The question as to how a loving God can permit suffering is pertinent in every generation and language. This book provides a step by step approach to the issue of human suffering. It will help anyone seeking to understand the reality of pain, loss, and evil, in the context of faith in a loving God.


In my experience it is often those who have encountered searing grief who offer the best help with this question. This book is evidence of that. True to form, John Morris, my inspiring former teacher of English, has been rigorous in his enquiry, drawing the insights of philosophy, theology, and contemporary science in constructing a robust intellectual response.


For me, it is Jesus who offers the surest hope that God, who is love, has not made a mistake in creating this world. In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus we see God’s new creation breaking in, the future invading the present, opening up new possibilities, and new purposes. John Morris shows us how it is in Christ, that we find the way through this ‘vale of tears’ to transforming faith, hope, and love.


For all who wrestle with this question, this is a ‘must read!’


+Sentamu Eboracensis
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Dedication


To all who suffer and all who care, including Heshron Rahmi, Principal in Kalimpong, Darjeeling


(www.albellaboyshome.co.uk) and my grandchildren, Oliver, Lucy, James, Alistair, and Alexander, who also care for Daniel.
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