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Preface


This book is a record of the lectures that I gave when I was 32 and 33 years old, in the second and third years after starting Happy Science.


It is a collection of my lectures that were given long ago—32 years ago, to be exact. However, the contents of the lectures have not grown out of date at all. These lectures could be called the study of human beings, philosophy, and the theory of the universe, and at the same time, an epic poem, spoken using modern words.


Looking back on myself, I may never give lectures like these ever again. So, I especially recommend that younger people in their 20s and 30s read this book.


I only had “passion” and “truth” as I gave these lectures.


Now, I have given 3,251 (3,500 as of June 2023) lectures. I shall leave no two footsteps alike. A young savior rose in Japan—I wish to hand down the events of those days as a record for humankind.


Ryuho Okawa


Master & CEO of Happy Science Group


January 9, 2021




CHAPTER ONE


Changes of the Truth Civilization


The First Public Lecture of 1989, Part 1


Originally recorded in Japanese on March 5, 1989
at Shibuya Public Hall in Tokyo, Japan
and later translated into English.
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Beyond 3,000 Years of History


Thinking about the source of civilization


Thank you all for coming so early in the morning. I was very moved to see so many people lined up, even in this rainy weather. Seeing how earnestly you are seeking the Truth, I am filled with deep emotion as to how to respond to your passion.


We have two sessions today: one in the morning and one in the afternoon (see Chapter Two). This Shibuya Public Hall seats 2,500 people, which means there are only enough seats for Happy Science members. But I also wanted to welcome non-members to this rare opportunity, so I decided to hold two sessions in one day, despite the tight schedule.


My talks in the morning and in the afternoon will differ both in content and level. I have heard that there are non-members in the morning session, but my talk is mainly for members, so I will not go too easy on you [laughs]. Some topics are difficult to talk about in the presence of non-members, and I am usually reserved in my public lectures. But this morning, I will freely talk even if the topic gets a little eccentric or unbelievable.


The title of today’s lecture is “Changes of the Truth Civilization.” I wish I could talk about the history of 300–400 million years, but that will take well over an hour, so I will focus on the more important parts. You probably know more or less how God’s Laws that we are now seeking and exploring have flowed throughout the last 2,000–3,000 years. At one time, Moses was born in Egypt, and his teachings spread to Israel. Before that, Greek culture was at its height during the time of Zeus over 3,000 years ago and the time of Socrates over 2,000 years ago. About 2,000 years ago, Jesus was born in Israel and gave the teachings of love. Buddha taught the Truth in India 2,500–2,600 years ago. Around the same time, in China, Confucius gave his teachings, which are now called Confucianism. A little before that, Lao-tzu taught the philosophy that became the basis of Taoism. In the 7th century A.D., Muhammad gave the teachings of Islam. I am sure you have read about all this in my book, The Golden Laws.


However, I do not intend to talk about such recent history today. I want to go further back and share with you the source of civilization and the historical origin of Laws. There is no documentation left on the history beyond 4,000 years ago. There is no evidence left. I can only depend on my spiritual consciousness within me to see the history of humanity. So, there is no proof to confirm what I will be talking about. But the fact that you are living today means there were people who lived before you. If you think that the teachings of God were only given 2,000–3,000 years ago and never before that, then I have to say you have not thought enough about it.


The teachings of God have always been given. Although the teachings may differ in their form and appearance, spiritual leaders have always been born on earth in every age and have indicated a new direction. They taught how humans should think and advance. Their teachings were different depending on the age and region. Because of this, people who had learned the specific teachings or followed a specific stream of thought eventually could not understand why this difference existed. They tended to believe that their teaching was the only truth and that all others were heresy and false. However, I must say people feel this way because they have not been taught the truth and because those who learned the Laws did not deeply understand them.


Entering the great path of tolerance by knowing the Truth


Christianity that started in Israel has now spread to Western countries. And near Israel is Iran, where the teachings of Muhammad were given. You may have learned from newspapers and TV news that believers of Muhammad’s teachings think differently from the people of Western countries. For example, Western people cannot understand Ayatollah Khomeini’s remarks at all. He says, “Blaspheming Muhammad deserves a death sentence,” but the West cannot accept his statement. Western people cannot tolerate any blasphemy against Jesus Christ, but they do not care so much about blasphemy against Muhammad. However, now that you have gathered at Happy Science and learned the Truth that has been taught in a systematic and structured way, you will come to understand why people who have learned God’s teachings think differently. Rather, you must be able to understand why. If you do not understand this, there would be no meaning to studying at Happy Science.


By knowing the Truth, we are entering the great path of tolerance. You are intolerant of others—namely, those who have different principles, opinions, or beliefs from yours—because you do not understand what their thoughts are founded on.


We, Happy Science, are now presenting different ways of thinking. By doing so, we are clarifying how each teaching was branched off, how the teachings should be classified, and how you should understand them. If you ever find the Light of Truth in an idea that is different from yours, you must respect it as a philosophy that manifests God’s Light. Even if it is not yours, or even if it is an idea you cannot support, you must show respect toward it. We have adopted such an attitude. This is the true meaning of practicing the idea that “all religions have the same source.” The idea is a beautiful concept, and I assume many people want to accept this idea. Many religious leaders may teach this. However, do they truly understand the real meaning of the idea that all religions have the same source? I doubt they have a sufficient answer. That is because they do not know the truth, the real fact.


Knowing the mere history of the last 2,000–3,000 years is not enough to truly understand that all religions have the same source. You have to look further back into ancient times and understand how human thoughts have been divided, how they have changed, and how they have manifested in response to the needs of each age. By looking at history, we need to learn what kinds of Laws are needed and how these Laws should be now, here, in this modern age.
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Jesus’ Unrevealed Past Lives in Human History


(1) Clario, who was born in Egypt more than 4,000 years ago


• The teachings of Clario


You may be familiar with Moses’ teachings, but now I want to first talk about the teachings that were taught in Egypt before his time. More than 4,000 years ago, a man named Clario was born. He is one of the soul siblings of Jesus Christ. What did he do and teach in Egypt 4,000 years ago? Today, there are no documents left on this.


In those times, there were two pillars in the teachings that prevailed in Egyptian culture before Clario taught the Laws. One was the philosophy of reincarnation, which was already firmly established. As represented by the Egyptian pyramids, such as Pharaoh Khufu’s pyramid, people in those times believed in reincarnation as a matter of course. This was a basic teaching, and almost no one doubted it. The second pillar was based on the underlying idea that human beings must face judgment upon death as they go through reincarnation. People believed that human beings face judgment upon death and are sorted into good and bad souls. The good souls come back after some time. That is to say, they are reborn in a human body and can be born into a higher class according to the level of their goodness. So, being born into a royal family was proof that the soul was noble. Then, what about the bad souls? The bad souls are first sent to a place called hell, where they experience severe ordeals. Through these ordeals, they are sorted into two types. One type is the souls who are never allowed to be reborn into this world. They will continuously be placed in the harsh conditions of hell and be burned eternally. The other type is the souls that still had a little goodness in them despite having fallen to hell. These souls can be reborn as animals that accord with their good tendencies. There were such ideas.


From the perspective of modern-day spiritualism, the idea of reincarnation, or the idea that judgment determines the next reincarnation, is 60–70 percent correct. But there are also misunderstandings—for example, the idea that the status of this world correlates with the spiritual grade of the souls and the idea that the bad souls either suffer eternally in hell or are reborn as animals. Of course, these are sometimes true, but there are also cases when souls rise to heaven from hell after repentance and are reborn as human beings. This idea was lacking in their teachings. But in those times, these were the mainstream beliefs in Egypt.


Then, what did Clario teach in this land of Egypt? He taught, “Whether you can be saved or not is not determined by the outcome of what you did. So, it is wrong to assume that committing a sin will automatically lead you to hell and that you will no longer be reborn as a human being. You are not judged by the results of your deeds alone. You are judged by your thoughts—what kind of thoughts? You are judged on how considerate you are of other people.”


This was the same teaching of love he later gave as Jesus. Clario taught, “People who are more considerate of other people are good, whereas people who live selfishly are bad. After death, people are judged not by the sins that outwardly appear but by the kinds of thoughts they had throughout their lives. Thoughts such as how much love they had for others are important. So, even royal family members would suffer at the bottom of hell if they did not have any love to make their people’s lives better and only lived for their desire for power and control. They are condemned for having built their own glory by suppressing the people, making them suffer, and imposing huge taxes and harsh labor.”


Clario then said, “All of you, the spiritual grade of your souls is not determined by birth. The value of your souls is determined by the purity of your hearts. It does not matter even if you are born into a poor family, are born a slave, or are engaged in an occupation others do not respect. If your mind is close to God’s Will, it means you were born and are living on earth on behalf of God; after leaving this world, you will be treated accordingly.” This is what Clario, the past life of Jesus, taught.


Perhaps you can imagine how people reacted to this teaching. Of course, it was the greatest blessing ever for those who were oppressed and had no dreams or hopes in life. They thought, “We are in this situation by birth, so we thought we had no hope for the rest of our lives. But if our value is determined by what is in our minds and by our thoughts, then we have complete freedom over the world of our minds or thoughts. As Master Clario teaches, we have the freedom to control the kingdom of our minds. In this world, the king rules over us, but as for our minds, we, ourselves, are the masters who govern them.” They were delighted by that and decided to follow this new teaching. People were overflowing with passion, and they gathered from different villages. As you can see, every time the soul of Jesus is born, he continues to pour his infinite love into the weak, the fragile, and the oppressed.


People fanatically gathered around Clario. Before long, they pushed Clario to be a leader, which he gradually became. People’s passion became a tremendous force. People then urged Clario to be a new king and carried out activities to make it happen.


• The persecution by the ruling class


However, in those times, Egypt had an unbroken tradition of the royal family. How did this ruling class react? Perhaps it is not so difficult for you to imagine. Sure enough, they responded with severe persecution. Whenever they saw passionate activists who believed in Clario’s teachings, they arrested them using military police-like forces. They dragged these activists away and placed them under forced labor, such as cutting and carrying stones to build the pyramids, in a remote area. People were sometimes buried alive as human sacrifices inside or under the pyramids. The ruling class repeated such brutal acts. People who believed in the teachings of Clario were taken away from their families, thrown into forced labor, and eventually killed. By doing so, the rulers tried to drive people’s minds away from Clario’s vibration of love.


But people in those times were strong, very strong. Why were they so strong? It was because they firmly believed in the eternity of the soul. People cannot be as strong when an increasing number of them do not believe in the eternity of the soul and live according to materialistic ideas, both of which can be seen in today’s world. However, Clario’s believers were strong. Even if they were not rewarded in this life, they believed in the world of eternity. To be precise, they knew it. They believed themselves to be a far greater being, not an insignificant existence dwelling in a body of an abused slave. And they carried their hopes over into their next lives.


No matter how hard the rulers persecuted or killed people, more and more of them came to support, believe in, and lay down their lives for Clario’s teachings. Even the ruling class could do nothing to stop this movement. Clario then worked on establishing a new nation near the present-day Nile Valley in Egypt. It was a nation of believers of God’s teachings, and he named it the “Kingdom of God.” About 10,000 people came to live there and tried to create an ideal nation—the kingdom of souls. They developed a self-sufficient economy, and many took part in this experiment to create a new civilization under the guidance of Clario.


However, the end came unexpectedly for Clario and his people. Unfortunately, a betrayer appeared in Clario’s new Kingdom of God, much like Judas in Jesus’ time. As it happens in any age, the devil sneaked into the mind of one of Clario’s disciples. And this devil inside invited the devil outside; the pharaoh’s army launched a surprise attack on this new village. It was indeed a tragedy. They mercilessly killed the people, whether they were women or children. They used new weapons of those times. They used slings to throw large stones and shot fire arrows to set houses on fire. They then burst into the village with spears and swords. The pharaoh’s army came with thousands of soldiers.


Villagers frantically ran about, trying to escape. They were usually vigilant, but because of the traitor, the pharaoh’s army was able to attack when they were least on guard. The assault came the day before the festival celebrating the third anniversary of the founding of the new Kingdom of God. People were enjoying drinks on the eve of the festival, and security was weak with fewer soldiers on guard. People drank and sang in joy; it was a heavenly sight. Drunk and tired from dancing, they fell into a deep sleep without much security. Then, at midnight, the pharaoh’s army launched a surprise attack, and the new village fell apart. Most villagers were massacred. Clario and a few hundred of his soldiers managed to flee upstream of the Nile River.
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