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Introduction



No place in the world beats Florida for being wonderful and crazy at the same time. Here are a few facts (and pseudo-facts) from various books, brochures, and websites such as stateofflorida.com:


•A museum in Sanibel owns 2 million shells and claims to be the world’s only museum devoted solely to mollusks.


•The US city with the highest rate of lightning strikes per capita is Clearwater.


•Dr. John Gorrie of Apalachicola invented mechanical refrigeration in 1851—and died penniless, unknown, and unrecognized.


•Miami installed the first bank automated teller machine especially for in-line skaters.


•Florida is the only state that has two rivers with the same name: Withlacoochee in north central Florida (Madison County) and Withlacoochee in central Florida (enters the Gulf between Levy and Citrus Counties).


•Distance from Pensacola to Key West: 792 miles by road


•Coastline: 1,197 statute miles, but the tidal shoreline is 2,276 statute miles


•Number of lakes greater than 10 acres: approximately 7,700


•Number of first magnitude springs: 27 (more than any other state)


•Number of islands greater than 10 acres: approximately 4,500 (Florida is second in the nation by this measure; only Alaska ranks higher)


•Number of people who move to Florida each day: 1,000


•Number of hotel rooms: more than 370,000


•Number of campgrounds: 700+ (100,000 campsites)


•Number of people who camp in Florida each year: more than 6 million


If you are a camper at heart, recognize that Florida offers magnificent landscapes, from coral reefs to dry highlands, from bright, sugar-sand beaches to swamps teeming with gators. The weather varies almost as much, from summers with 100-degree-plus temperatures to winters occasionally bringing snow. Of course, the image most people have of Florida’s sunny and humid camping is also right. But you have to fill out the picture: We have beautiful and unspoiled beaches. We have cold, clear springs. We have shady oak hammocks where you can hang out and feel the cares of the world slip away. And we have miles of Everglades and nature trails, kayak trails, and multiuse trails.


When you camp here, look for the rare crocodile and the elusive ivory-billed woodpecker, long thought to be extinct, but . . . maybe not. Shiver in the springs and build sand castles by the ocean. Snorkel in the Keys and hike the restored longleaf highlands, fragrant with the scent of pine. Watch rockets take off and complete your bird lists. Hunt deer, catch fish, and pedal our multiuse trails.


Please do come for a visit. Toss up your tent and swing up the RV awning as soon as possible. We’re ready to show you around. Then, go home and tell your neighbors to come for a visit. I am convinced that once you experience the real Florida, the essence of this lovely state, you will want to help preserve and protect it for generations to come.





How to Use This Guide



Camping Florida zeroes in on public campgrounds and parks, but a few private RV parks are also listed as examples of what is available. The lists and descriptions are close to exhaustive, although change is continuous. Along with the developed sites, I’ve included some primitive places where you must pack in or canoe in(!) with food, water, and camping gear—and then take everything out when you leave. I also mention youth and group sites, cabins, yurts, and tepees. Florida emphasizes diversity in its campgrounds, and you will find one of everything—many of everything, in fact—in our marvelous state.


Why focus only on public campgrounds, not private? There are hundreds of fine privately owned and operated campgrounds in Florida, perhaps thousands. There must be that many to accommodate the 6 million campers the state receives each year. Private campgrounds supplement public camping and sometimes provide the necessary magic that allows campers to fully appreciate an area. Most are well managed, clean, quiet, in conformity with state and local laws, and corporately conscious of Florida’s inherent fragility. Private campgrounds come and go, however, and are primarily located in high-traffic locations. They also change owners and websites with some regularity. Their ultimate job is not to preserve the sensitive diversity of the peninsula’s landscape or even to make sure you have a good time, but to make a profit, which is not a bad thing.


Public campgrounds, on the other hand, are by and large here to stay. While they close occasionally for repairs, you can count on their continued availability, and their fee structure is always reasonable. Additionally, public sites offer access to more of Florida, with locations not just in the most beautiful areas but also in the remote nooks and crannies of the state, those wild places that can only be reached with effort, on foot or via kayak. Public parks also have a committed staff with volunteers who care about public, rather than private, profit. Campers, kayakers, and hikers understand this.


Choosing a Campground


I have organized this book based on the five regions around which the Florida State Park System organizes its wonderful, award-winning parks. In each of the following sections, parks are organized geographically, moving from northwest to southeast (please note that some large counties overlap regions):


•The Panhandle (Pensacola to Tallahassee)


•North Central (Jacksonville to the Suwannee River)


•The Space Coast (anchored on the Ocala National Forest and the Kennedy Space Center)


•The Magic Coast (Florida’s center and southwest, roughly from Tampa to the Everglades)


•The Gold Coast (Palm Beach through Miami to Key West)


Each campground description answers a list of key questions. Because of the dynamic nature of camping in Florida, information may vary or is sometimes incomplete. Brochures and websites go out of date or give incomplete information; parks grow and services change. Even good contacts, such as volunteers with experience on sites, couldn’t always supply essential facts, such as the distance to potable water or the number of allowed campers or the maximum RV length for a site.


Nevertheless, I have sought to give the very best information on location, season, the number of sites, maximum RV length, availability of facilities and services, fee per night, the management agency, contact information, how to get there, and what you can expect to see and do once you have put “boots on the ground.”


The numbers assigned to parks and campgrounds coincide with those on the regional maps. By consulting the appropriate map and scanning the descriptions, you should be able to select a public campground that appeals to your interest and is most convenient for your travel plans.


Helpful Information


Specific categories of information in the campground sections are location, season, sites, maximum RV length, facilities, fee per night, management, contacts, finding the campground, and about the campground. The following explains the information provided within these categories and provides a few tips specific to camping in Florida.


Seasons: With a mild, subtropical climate, Florida public campgrounds are open throughout the year, with three exceptions:


•The brief public hunting seasons, basically in the fall, during which you may want to wear bright clothing and keep your horses out of the woods.


•When the state is threatened by an emergency such as a hurricane, June through November. These days, given the state’s extraordinary drought circumstances, there is also a March through July wildfire season.


•When a campground is receiving an upgrade or renovation.


Campsites: Florida sites are either RV or tent sites. RV refers to a broad class of recreational vehicles, the thousands of motor homes, vans, tent-trailers, and assorted pull-behind campers on the road, even in this era of high and increasing gas prices. Find a campground with amenities, and chances are it accepts RVs. When campgrounds contain pull-through RV spots, the “maximum length” category is listed as 0, as there is no real maximum length in these instances.


Tent sites may also have amenities—other than a flat spot. Florida camping areas often provide (or sell for a very small fee) electric hookups, and potable water is generally available. On the other hand, if a site is labeled “primitive,” you must carry in all of your food and water—or boil water—and carry out all of your trash. On such sites, the credo to make no permanent mark other than a footprint is The Rule.


Many Florida campgrounds have cabins, and where this is the case, amenities and fees are listed. If you are ground-and sleeping bag–phobic, a woodsy cabin is for you.


Fee per night: The price codes used throughout the book are based on prices listed for 2008. A range is used because prices increase incrementally. The purpose of the symbols is to assist in cost comparisons and provide an idea of out-of-pocket costs.












	$

	=

	Less than $10




	$$

	=

	$10 to $19




	$$$

	=

	$20 or more






The price codes refer to single campsites only. Expect cabins, yurts, or tepees to cost more. Many camps have add-on fees for additional vehicles, tents, special amenities, or extra members of the party. And like everything, prices rarely fall, so visit Florida now!


Reservations: Reservations are required at Florida’s state parks; they can be arranged by telephone, e-mailed directly, or obtained through Reserveamerica.com. In other areas, reservations may be accepted, but in wildlife management areas or national forests, you can often pick up a no-charge permit when you arrive. Arriving early in the day or telephoning in advance, however, is always better.


Most other campgrounds and especially those on state hiking and kayak trails or those that have primitive sites generally take campers first-come, first-served. Nevertheless, if you can possibly call ahead, do so. I have included local numbers for park managers or attendants. After using this book as a reference, they should be your next point of contact for precise, up-to-the-minute information.


Water: Unless a site notes that it is primitive, potable water should be available. If you are hiking, canoeing, or kayaking, however, you must have a supply available because you just never know . . . and you cannot safely drink from a stream without proper filtration, even if your health insurance is paid in advance.


In the backcountry, be prepared to strain and boil water for drinking. Keep in mind that stream water is still not fit to drink the moment it begins to boil. It needs to boil for more than a minute before you can cool and drink it. (In an emergency, one-eighth of a teaspoon of bleach per gallon of water soon kills most disease-carrying organisms.)


Pets: Pets are generally acceptable in Florida’s public campgrounds, but there are rules. They must not be left unattended in a site; they must be on a short leash; they must not bark excessively; and the owner must clean up after them. Follow the basic rules of neighborliness and people will love you and your pets. Violate them and risk removal from a campground. A pet that is not comfortable around strangers is a pet that should be kenneled, not camped.


Quiet hours: I have found this to be the most frequently abused rule in public campgrounds. Be courteous of your neighbors, and keep the noise level down after sunset.


Amenities charts key:
Hookups:











	W

	=

	Water




	E

	=

	Electricity




	S

	=

	Sewer




	C

	=

	Cable




	P

	=

	Phone




	I

	=

	Internet






Total Sites:











	T

	=

	Tents




	C

	=

	Cabins




	Y

	=

	Yurts






Maximum RV Length: Given in feet


Toilets:











	F

	=

	Flush




	NF

	=

	No flush






Recreation:











	H

	=

	Hiking




	S

	=

	Swimming




	F

	=

	Fishing




	B

	=

	Boating




	L

	=

	Boat launch




	O

	=

	Off-road driving




	R

	=

	Horseback riding




	C

	=

	Cycling






Florida’s parks have an amazing diversity of recreational opportunities in addition to the above, and in specific cases I have mentioned hunting, snorkeling, in-line skating, and scuba. There are also BMX bicycle tracks, Frisbee golf courses, off-road cycling, swimming pools, and dog parks.


Getting to the campground: The best way to reach your intended campsite is to use the campground directions in conjunction with a detailed state road map such as the DeLorme Florida Atlas & Gazeteer, the appropriate Forest Service map, or an online mapping service such as Google Maps . . . or these days, just ask Siri or Alexa! Maps in this book are relatively precise, but be alert, however, as many boat launches and primitive sites or county parks in Florida are in remote locations.





Outdoors in Florida



Gators sunning themselves on fallen logs, red-cockaded woodpeckers waking you to morning coffee, or friends tripping on their tent pegs—you’re about to have an unforgettable Florida experience and collect stories you will share and chuckle about for years. So bring your camera, and if you haven’t been camping lately, especially camping in Florida, here are a few tips to help you take advantage of this state’s remarkable resources and make your stay as easy and safe as it will be memorable.


Camping Refresher Course


A responsible attitude toward enjoying the outdoors, especially at remote campgrounds and trails, is the best way to protect and preserve a quality outdoor experience. It is also the best way to help control campground costs.


The drive: Traveling along major highways poses little problem. These roads are well maintained, a town or passing vehicle is never far off, and your cellular phone’s reception is fine.


Backcountry roads—even in Florida—are quite a different story. For this type of travel, it is mandatory that you keep your tires and engine in good repair. Top off the gas tank at the last point of civilization, and carry emergency vehicular gear: jack, spare tire and belts, tire pump, jumper cables, and emergency lights.


Basic survival gear: Bring water, food, blankets, matches, a first-aid kit, insect repellent, sunscreen, and a flashlight. You may also want to add a collapsible shovel and small bucket to the list. A downed tree or dirt road washout from a thunderstorm should not spoil your trip if you are equipped for an unintended stop. Don’t forget a backcountry map, compass, flashlight, and—very important in any search and rescue situation—a whistle. Carry your GPS, your cellular phone, and a flashlight, but remember that they operate on batteries and must be kept dry. And, like ET—phone ahead, phone home, and phone often.


Notification safeguard: Because being stranded or injured in the wild poses a greater problem than similar situations at home, it is critical before any outdoor adventure to notify a responsible party of your intended destination and estimated time of return. Contacting that individual upon return completes the safety cycle. This works in reverse, too: If an emergency occurs on the home front, someone may be able to alert you or help the authorities locate you.


At the campground: Zero-impact camping should be everyone’s goal, even at developed campgrounds. Keep your site neat—not fastidiously clean, but in reasonable shape. Do not rearrange the site, pound nails in trees, remove ground cover, or dig drainage channels around your tent. If you build a campfire, keep it manageable and follow the site rules—usually, no scrounging for firewood. Heed all rules on campfires, smoking, and wood gathering. And please be respectful of other campers and observe quiet hours!


Setting up: Be courteous. Keep your site orderly and avoid blocking roads, hanging towels from tree limbs, and letting the dog out unattended. If you are not qualified to back up an RV, look for campsites with pull-through spots and hope they are unoccupied when you arrive. Or else, practice . . .


Storing food: Store food in closed containers. At night, be sure food and coolers are stowed away in a vehicle or suspended from a high line or, at a minimum, beneath an overturned canoe. There are hungry raccoons, bears, and cougars in Florida, so in some areas you will need to cover and secure the coolers. Bears have learned that coolers hold food, and they have ripped open car doors and tents to reach them. Camping in any remote area in Florida may bring you face to face with these furry and always-hungry wild critters.


Garbage: Dispose of litter properly and often. If no waste facility is provided, you must, as a matter of ethics and law, pack your trash out with you. Use sturdy garbage bags to collect the debris at your site, storing the bags where they are handy for use but are not an eyesore to fellow campers. At night you should stash the bags inside a vehicle to avoid raids by raccoons or bears. Never put garbage down portable toilets, never leave it in washrooms for someone else to deal with, and never just abandon it in a fire pit. If you did not burn your flammable garbage during your stay, pack it out.


Sanitation: Dispose of your wastewater in the provided sites. Bathing, washing dishes, and personal necessary chores should be done well away from natural waters.


Smoking: Florida is in the middle of an extended drought, with wildfires caused by lightning, human carelessness, or arson usually possible through the spring and summer. If you are found to be responsible for a fire that requires public assistance to extinguish, you could be held financially liable. So be ultra-immaculately careful with fire.


Courtesy: Please be respectful to the fact that there is no one to clean up after us in the Everglades or the Corkscrew Swamp. And—my pet peeve—the hours between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. are designated as quiet time and not private party hours!


Fee and permits: Most of the areas where you can camp for free require a govern ment permit. Often there is no charge.





Gearing Up for the Outdoors



Clothing: From April through October, it is usually hot in Florida—hot and humid. Dress accordingly. Bring deodorant, environmentally safe body wash, and lightweight changes of clothing. Hats are mandatory, and not just the John Deere cap you use when mowing the lawn. The sun will bake you down here in the subtropics so, at the risk of being compared to Indiana Jones, something with a wide brim is immensely preferable. If you are visiting during the winter, realize that temperatures in northern Florida fall into the teens a couple of times every year.


Footgear: Sneakers and socks are appropriate in camp and in town. On the trail, you want sturdy, lightweight boots, boots that have a quick drying time because many if not most of Florida’s hiking trails are wet, which is described as “damp” down here. In the RV park, kick back and wear your flip-flops.


Equipment: The quantity and variety of equipment you carry depends on where you are going and how long you will be away. Day packs with padded straps or fanny packs offer convenient storage and portability while keeping hands free. Water, snacks, a poncho, money and identification, keys, all-purpose paper, sunglasses, your camera, and binoculars are fine for short hops. For long hikes, buy specialty gear and work up to carrying or kayaking all of the above plus a tent and bedroll.


Sunscreen, bug repellent, and other protection: Buy it. Use it. Every day. When it comes to SPF—sun protection factor—go for the big number. If you’re on the St. John’s River and it’s hot and you’re sweating, reapply sunscreen (and deodorant) frequently. (Please do a little research about UVA and UVB protection. Recent studies indicate that most sunscreen formulations are not effective and may, in fact, be dangerous.)


Bug repellent is a sensitive subject. DEET is effective, but it can be dangerous to your health as well as that of the bugs. Still, if you have ever found yourself in a swarm of mosquitoes or biting flies, you know where the edge of sanity lies. Florida has bugs, and many of them bite, so be prepared. You cannot anticipate our Africanized honeybees (the so-called killer bees), and the very best scientific advice if attacked—and you will know it because they swarm—is to run. Run and do not stop. Generally, several hundred yards are required, but run as far as necessary—especially if you are the least bit allergic to a bee sting.


And there are fire ants, so named because their bite is like the touch of a match and they, too, will swarm. Stay away from their noticeable mounds and you should be fine. If bitten, move away and brush off your feet and shoes carefully and immediately. Then use an after-bite formulation to help decrease the stinging pain.


If you ever get an earache after swimming, don’t forget those eardrops. An earache can spoil an otherwise marvelous outing. Finally, carry iodine tablets for water and pepper spray for more dangerous wildlife encounters.


Atlases, maps, and brochures: This is Florida. You could wallpaper your house with the material generated by a single chamber of commerce office. Do you have the correct maps for your trip? Cell phone reception and hence Google Maps are generally available but not absolute. If you are kayaking across Florida, unless you are in the Panhandle, you will cross multiple jurisdictions. Call ahead and ask for maps. And did I mention a lifesaving whistle?




What to Do While You’re Camping


In Florida, you won’t run out of activities on your camping trip. On a warm summer day, the fishing’s good, the water’s fine, waterways and trails beckon further into the subtropical landscape. If you come during hunting season, there’s more down those trails to tempt you.


Swimming and snorkeling: Swimming areas mentioned in this book are typically managed without lifeguards, so swim at your own risk. Visitors should never swim alone, though. Also, always supervise children; survey the area for hazards beforehand; and use common sense with regard to water levels, flow, and water temperature. Chilly temperatures and undertows can disable even the strongest swimmer. While horseplay is common around playgrounds—isn’t that what they are there for?—drinking should be discouraged. Watch where you dive, as streams and rivers can be shallow.


Like swimmers, snorkelers are found at or near the surface. The two dangers while someone is hunting for scallops or simply looking at a reef are power boaters and sunburn. There is no license—nor should there be—for swimming or snorkeling, but I have found that a colorful, lightweight life vest will help you enjoy the water because it helps you stay afloat and preserve energy, and yes, attach a whistle to that vest. (A yellow or red vest may not be as sexy as a black one, but if you recall the 2003 movie Open Water where a couple bobbed in the ocean for days, well, that could happen anywhere. Be visible and be safe.)


The usual problems encountered when swimming and boating are compounded in Florida waters by sharks and alligators. Shark attacks are rare, but it is always a good idea to be mindful of alligators. In salt water the most common difficulties other than undertows are stinging jellyfish.


Kayaking and canoeing: Wonderful activities for most of Florida’s inland and Gulf coastal areas. The pace of the river and of your shoulder power is slow enough to appreciate the gorgeous surroundings that Florida offers. As always, get a good map when you apply for a camping permit, a waterproof map if possible, file a “flight plan” with a friend, and watch for power boaters, who often become a little tipsy on petrol fumes. And it isn’t only alligators and the very occasional moccasin that will give you the jitters; watch for the rare jumping sturgeon in the lower Suwannee and the flying skates or rays in the Keys. More than one death has been associated with the always-amazing and coincidental impact of a fish with a head. It’s true.


Hunting and fishing: Florida welcomes hunters and anglers. Deer, wild turkey, and feral hogs are plentiful here; ducks and morning doves migrate through the state in great numbers. Licenses and information about seasons are readily available at outdoor products stores, bait shops, mass merchants, and via the internet. In Florida, hiking and biking and camping are done year-round. Hunters get a month or two, max. So wear a little blaze orange in the fall and you ought to be just fine. For anglers, be aware that Florida’s shape as a peninsula gives you access to fresh-and saltwater species. Be properly licensed and informed of seasons and limits before you impale a worm or live shrimp with a hook.


Trails and multipurpose trails: The Rails-to-Trails Program is growing—in miles of normally paved and wheelchair-accessible multipurpose trails—and in thousands of users. Florida’s citizens have moved the state’s politicians toward this concept and the result is that such glorious ribbons as the West Orange Trail or the Gainesville-Hawthorne Trail are available for those who want to get out and bike or hike or skate or even ride horses.


Rules of the trail are easy to follow: Be courteous, be aware of bends that may cause you to wander into the “oncoming lane,” and—especially critical—if you’re on a bike, yield the path to horses. Historically, horses and bicycles don’t mix well, and it is the cyclist’s responsibility to exercise caution.


Often, a through-hiker can spend the night anywhere along the Florida Trail, free and without special permits, even if there is no designated primitive site nearby. Just move 200 feet off the trail and hang your hammock.




Outdoor Spoilers and Playing Smart


Your trip definitely could be ruined if you get bit, sick, or thirsty under the hot Florida sun. Be mindful of the following:


Water: Just because it looks clean doesn’t mean you can drink it. Quite the opposite. You will sweat in Florida, so carry emergency water. Carry iodine tablets or a filtration system. You may never need a ceramic filter, but if you are ever thirsty—ever really and seriously thirsty—you’ll understand. I personally have given water to two hikers who offered me cash—all the cash they were carrying (I’m not making this up)—for my spare canteen of water, and I have once or twice become so thirsty that I used my filter to drink out of puddles near a hiking path.


Things that go bump in the night: Florida has its share of unnerving critters from the invisible chigger that will leave you itching for a week to the plentiful saltwater sharks that may leave you thinking (for a minute) that television is better than the outdoors. In between are alligators (truly dangerous), several varieties of poisonous snakes and spiders, numerous types of biting fly, and the mosquito. Sure, there are bears and panthers, but unfortunately the two most serious outdoor predators are the mosquito (no longer just annoying; they can carry a number of deadly and/or miserable diseases such as encephalitis and dengue fever) and other hominids of the fruit-and-nut persuasion—these, of course, may pop up anywhere. So, along with your insect repellent, I personally recommend carrying some variety of pepper spray on your belt, not in the bottom of your pack.


Getting lost: You perhaps believe that you couldn’t get lost in Florida, “Oh, maybe the Everglades, but . . .” That’s because you don’t have sufficient experience in the outdoors. A person can become absolutely and undeniably dehydrated and die in a square mile a hundred yards from a McDonald’s fast-food franchise. Florida has trackless swamps besides the Everglades: the appropriately named Tate’s Hell and the Green Swamp and the Okefenokee, and even the lower reaches of the St. John’s River. Map, compass, and signal mirror are the tried-and-true saviors, but if you don’t know where you are, you won’t know which direction you should head, and I have never heard of anyone who used a signal mirror to save their life. So to avoid getting lost, carry a map and a GPS with spare batteries. A loud whistle and fully charged cellular phone are also needed, of course. And let people know where you are going and when you will return.


Heat: In the summer—May through September—Florida is one hot and humid place. You gotta stay cool and hydrated: hat and water and rest, hat and water and rest.


Poison ivy/oak: You will come in contact with it in Florida. It’s everywhere. Cala-mine lotion helps, and if you are especially allergic, bring your medicine. Avoiding thrashing about in the woods is a good idea, too, as that also stirs up the mosquitoes. There are plenty of bite salves and ointments on the market, so try them out.


Slithery, crawly things: Florida has rattlesnakes and coral snakes and water moccasins. Except for the very rare moccasin, these critters are not interested in wearing your hats or sleeping in your tent. Stay away from them when you see them and all will be well. Bites from poisonous snakes are so rare in Florida as to be almost unheard of. If you see one, leave it alone: Go the other way. If it takes up residence in your camping area, find a park ranger or manager to move it.


And related to snakes, the Big Daddy Reptile of Florida, the alligator, is faster than a racehorse in a short sprint. It is true that in 2006, gators killed and ate—yes, ate—two people here in the Sunshine State. But there are a lot of people in Florida. So keep your distance. Do not feed them. In the highly unlikely case that you are bitten and being dragged underwater, the trick is to go for the eyes, or so I’ve heard.


Enjoying your stay: It may seem that I dwell only on the worst-case scenarios, but it is our responsibility to alert you to the possibilities. Most likely 99.99 percent of the time, your camping visit in Florida will leave you with only pleasant memories.


Florida is an immensely diverse, crowded, and lonely place. Almost certainly, you will want to experience its different habitats, from oak hammock forests teeming with deer to beach campgrounds and country music, speeding personal watercraft and sunsets that take your breath away. This is the Sunshine State, after all, and every language is spoken here, so come down, have fun, make memories, and come back again or, as they say locally: “Y’all come back now, ya hear.”




[image: Map Legend]







The Panhandle Region



Counties: Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, Holmes, Washington, Jackson, Calhoun, Bay, Gulf, Gadsden, Liberty, Leon, Wakulla, Franklin, Jefferson













	
Campground Number


	Campground

	Hookup Sites

	
Total Sites1


	Max. RV Length

	Hookups

	Toilets

	Showers

	Dump Station

	Recreation

	Fee

	
Can Reserve2





	1

	Lake Stone Campground

	77

	77

	-

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	FBL

	$$

	Yes




	2

	Escambia River WMA

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	HFBL, hunting

	-

	No




	3

	
Escambia County Equestrian Center


	35

	35

	60

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	R

	$$$

	Yes




	4

	Big Lagoon State Park

	75

	75

	40

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HSFBLC

	$$$

	Yes




	5

	Gulf Islands National Seashore

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




	

	A. Davis Bayou

	52

	52

	45

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HF

	$$$

	Yes




	

	B. Fort Pickens

	200

	200

	45

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HFSB

	$$$

	Yes




	6

	Blackwater River State Park

	27

	27

	50

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HSFB, tubing

	$$$

	Yes




	6a

	Escribano Point WMA

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	No

	HFB, hunting

	$

	Yes




	7

	
Blackwater River State Forest/WMA


	162

	194

	45

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HSFBLRC, hunting

	$–$$

	Yes




	8

	Yellow River WMA

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	HFBL, hunting

	-

	No




	9

	Henderson Beach State Park

	60

	60

	60

	E

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	BHSFC

	$$$

	Yes




	10

	Eglin AFB WMA

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	HSFBLR, hunting

	-

	
Yes/No





	11

	
Fred Gannon Rocky Bayou State Park


	42

	

	
42
50


	E

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HSFBLC

	$$$

	Yes




	12

	Topsail Hill Preserve State Park/≠≠Gregory E. Moore RV Resort

	140

	
189,
C45


	

	WECS

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HSFBC

	$$$

	Yes




	13

	Grayton Beach State Park

	52

	
59,
27C


	40

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HSFBLC

	$$$

	Yes




	14

	Choctawhatchee River WMA

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	HFBLRC, hunting

	-

	No




	15

	Pine Log State Forest/WMA

	-

	20

	-

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HSFBRC, hunting

	$–$$

	No




	16

	St. Andrews State Park

	176

	176, T

	45

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	
HSFBLC, scuba, snorkeling, surfing


	$$$

	Yes




	17

	Falling Waters State Park

	24

	24, T

	45

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HSFB

	$$

	Yes




	18

	Econfina Creek WMA

	-

	-

	-

	-

	P

	-

	-

	HSFBLR, hunting

	-

	No




	19

	Upper Chipola River WMA

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	HFBLR, hunting

	$

	No




	20

	Florida Caverns State Park

	38

	38, T

	
50: horse,
40: family


	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HSFBLRC

	$–$$

	Yes




	21

	Three Rivers State Park

	30

	30, T, C

	50

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HFBLC

	$–$$

	Yes




	22

	Torreya State Park

	28

	30, T, Y

	60

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HB

	$–$$

	Yes




	23

	Ocheesee Landing

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	FBL

	-

	No




	24

	Redd’s Landing

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	FBL

	-

	No




	25

	Gulf County Parks

	10

	20

	-

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HFBL

	$$

	No




	26

	Apalachicola WMA

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	HFBLR, hunting

	-

	No




	
27


	
T. H. Stone Memorial St. Joseph Peninsula State Park


	120

	120, T, C

	38

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HSFBLC, hunting

	$$$

	Yes




	28

	Apalachicola River WEA

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	HSFBLRC, hunting

	-

	No




	29

	
Dr. Julian G. Bruce St. George Island State Park


	60

	60, T

	43

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HSFBL

	$$

	Yes




	30

	Tate’s Hell State Forest/WMA

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	HFBLOR, hunting

	$–$$

	Yes




	31

	Lake Talquin State Forest

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	HFBLRC, hunting

	$–$$

	Yes




	32

	Joe Budd WMA

	-

	34

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	HFBLC, hunting

	$$

	Yes




	33

	Leon County Parks

	-

	-

	-

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HFBLRC, hunting

	$–$$$

	Yes




	34

	Ochlockonee River State Park

	27

	30, T

	40

	WE

	F

	Yes

	Yes

	HSFBLC

	$$

	Yes




	35

	Apalachicola National Forest

	

	
See individual listings for more detailed information. Sites vary from exceedingly primitive to well equipped.


	

	HSFBLC, hunting

	$

	Yes/NO




	36

	Newport Campground

	14

	26

	-

	WE

	F

	Yes

	No

	HFBL

	$$–$$$

	Yes




	37

	Aucilla WMA

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	-

	HSFBLRC, hunting, snorkeling

	$

	No








Key:
Hookups: W = Water, E = Electricity, S = Sewer, C = Cable, P = Phone, I = Internet
Total Sites: T = Tents, C = Cabins, Y = Yurts
Maximum RV Length: Given in feet
Toilets: F = Flush, NF = No flush
Recreation: H = Hiking, S = Swimming, F = Fishing, B = Boating, L = Boat launch, O = Off-road driving, R = Horseback riding, C = Cycling


1 T: Almost all Florida state parks have some prepared sites with water and electricity and a primitive camping (youth or group—tent-only) area with cold water available. Camping in the primitive area may be regulated by number of occupants, instead of specific sites. C: Cabins are available. Y: This is a yurt, a 20-foot diameter shelter with a wooden frame and heavy fabric covering, heat, air-conditioning, and water. Camping in Florida’s state forests, like the national forests, is regulated by area rather than site.


NOTE: The following state parks, state forests, and wildlife management areas in this region do not offer camping at present: Alfred B. Maclay Gardens, Apalachee WMA, Bald Point, Box-R WMA, Bluewater Creek WMA, Bradwell Unit—Apalachicola WMA, Camp Helen, Carr Unit—Blackwater WMA, Constitution Convention Museum, Deer Lake, Econfina River, Eden Gardens, Edward Ball Wakulla Springs (rustic lodge), Flint Rock WMA, John Gorrie Museum, Holmes Creek Water Management. Area, L. Kirk Edwards WEA, Lafayette Creek WMA, Little Jackson Mounds Archaeological, Lake Talquin, Letchworth-Love Mounds, Natural Bridge Battlefield Historic, Ochlockonee River WMA, Orman House, Perdido Key, Perdido River WMA, Point Washington State Park/WMA, Ponce de Leon Springs, Robert Brent WMA, San Marcos de Apalache Historic, Talquin WMA, Tarkiln Bayou Preserve, Wakulla State Forest, and Yellow River Marsh Preserve.


[image: The Panhandle Region]



1Lake Stone Campground



Location: 801 W. SR 4, Century, in Escambia County (30° 58' 10" N, 87° 17' 32" W)


Season: Year-round


Sites: 77. Reservations can be made 45 days in advance, but not for specific sites. Specific site assignment is first-come, first-served. Fourteen-day maximum stay.


Maximum length: None


Facilities: Full-facility camping; water, electricity (20/30/50 amp), fire rings, nearby office with camp store and attendant. Escambia County has recently upgraded amenities to accommodate larger RVs (gravel ramps) and group camping. The campground also offers a boat ramp, public-use building, playground, hot showers, wheelchair-accessible restrooms, fishing pier, security lights, 2 sewage dump stations, and picnic areas.


Fee per night: $$


Management: Escambia County Parks & Recreation


Contact: (850) 256-5555, My Escambia.com


Finding the campground: From I-10, turn north onto Pensacola Boulevard/CR95/US 29 at exit 10. Continue north almost to the state line to Century, and turn left (west) on CR 4/Bratt Road. Watch for signs and turn left (south) onto Lake Stone Road in about 2 miles.


About the campground: Beautiful cypress-ringed Lake Stone is the chief attraction at this quiet, family-friendly, 100-acre campground that occasionally hosts local events: groups playing cards, small concerts, and even dances in the pavilion. You will find it comfortable, if not exciting. When the family is ready to escape your cooking, fast food is just a few miles away in the town of Century.


[image: chpt_fig_002]


While on the trail or looking for a primitive campsite, pay attention to trail and border signs, whose color-coded messages offer useful information.


Every type of camper is accommodated here, from pup tents to expensive RVs, and leashed pets are welcomed too. Many sites are shaded and grassy; some are adjacent to the lake, so you could, in theory, fish right from your sleeping bag. It is the only Escambia County camping facility located on a freshwater lake. The period between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. is designated as quiet time and, with an attendant on-site, this can be enforced. The boat ramp is well maintained, but gas-powered motors are not permitted on the lake. Boaters must break out the oars and trolling motor, or put their canoes and kayaks in this freshwater lake. A fish-cleaning stand is provided.





2Escambia River Wildlife Management Area



Location: North of Pensacola and east of US 29 along the Escambia River in Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties (30° 26' 13" N, 87° 12' 33" W)


Season: Year-round


Sites: Except where prohibited, primitive camping—pack-in, pack-out—is permitted throughout the area. Campers are limited to tents, trailers, or self-propelled camping vehicles only. Camping is limited to 14 days within any consecutive 30-day period and prohibited where “no camping” is posted.


One group campsite is available at Mystic Springs—limit 25 people—with a permit ($$$) from the Northwest Florida Water Management District, (850) 539-5999, nwfwater.com.


Facilities: The Mystic Spring campsite has picnic tables, fire rings, trails, charcoal grills, toilet, pavilion, and nearby boat ramp.


Fee per night: Call for current information


Management: Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission and Northwest Florida Water Management District


Contact: (850) 265-3676, myfwc.com


Finding the campground: From I-10 in Pensacola, take exit 10 and drive north on US 29 about 25 miles. Mystic Springs Road is on your right between the crossroads of Bogia and the campground.


About the campground: At nearly 35,000 acres, this primitive area occupies both the east and west banks along 25 miles of the Escambia River, which separates Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties.


For recreational users, there are a dozen boat ramps in the WMA primarily for fishermen and for casual boaters. The Escambia River is a superior spot for a variety of freshwater fish available to anglers.


Most of the river in the WMA is bordered by floodplain forests or flatwoods, and heavy rains can cause the river to rise and the forests to flood quickly. Outdoor recreational users need to be aware of this tendency and that some of the diseases (encephalitis, for example) carried by a myriad of mosquitoes will almost certainly be encountered. Bug spray? Don’t enter this WMA without it.


Hunting is permitted in season and is a primary recreational activity here. During any hunting season, be aware that thousands of people are in the woods with firearms or bows and arrows. The southern portion of the WMA is a dog hunt area, which means that hunters use trained hounds to flush game from deep cover. All-terrain vehicles are prohibited.





3Escambia County Equestrian Center



Location: 7750 Mobile Highway, Pensacola in Escambia County (30° 30' 48" N, 87° 22' 11" W)


Season: During scheduled events; otherwise open to day use


Sites: 35 RV sites only


Maximum length: 60 feet


Facilities: Full hookups


Fee per night: $$$


Management: Escambia County Parks & Recreation Department


Contact: (850) 941-6042, co.escambia.fl.us, equestrian@myescambia.com


Finding the campground: From I-10, take exit 5 and drive west on US 90/Nine Mile Road. Turn left (south) after about 3 miles on CR 99/Beulah Road. After 1.5 miles, turn left (southeast) on Mobile Highway/Business US 90. The Equestrian Center is less than 1 mile on the north side of the road.


About the campground: The Equestrian Center is a 151-acre equine park in Pensacola. Designed as a multifunction event facility, the center hosts numerous horse shows, rodeos, dog shows, and all types of private and public events. The site includes a 4,000-seat covered arena, three outdoor arenas, and thirty-five RV sites with full hookups, which can be reserved during equestrian events.





4Big Lagoon State Park



Location: 10 miles southwest of Pensacola in Escambia County (30° 19' 12" N, 87° 24' 13" W)


Season: Year-round


Sites: 75


Maximum length: 40 feet


Facilities: Full-facility camping with water, electricity, and bathhouses


Fee per night: $$$


Management: Florida Division of Recreation and Parks


Contact: (850) 492-1595, (800) 326-3521, floridastateparks.org (reservations may be made up to 11 months in advance)


Finding the campground: Located at 12301 Gulf Beach Highway, approximately 10 miles southwest of Pensacola. From I-10, take exit 7 south on Pineforest Road/SR 297, for about 4 miles to the intersection with US 90. Continue south on US 90 and turn right (west) on SR 296/Saufley Field Road. In a little over 1 mile, turn left (south) on Blue Angel Parkway/SR 173 and continue south for about 10 miles. At this point, Blue Angel Parkway will continue forward into a military base and you will turn right onto SR 292A/Gulf Beach Hwy. The entrance will be on your left in a little over 4 miles.


About the campground: Big Lagoon is a coastal park that occupies the north shore of the Intra-coastal Waterway, here named “Big Lagoon.” Like so many others along Florida’s coastline, the park caters to visitors who are interested in recreation in and on the water. Hence, there is swimming and a boat ramp, fishing, and plenty of paddle sports. Beaches here are not what one expects from those bordering the Gulf of Mexico, though, and are typically quite narrow. Be aware of boat traffic offshore.


At 712 acres, the site offers more than just lake sports; hiking the site’s trails, picnicking, and group camping are popular. Several boardwalks and two fine wooden observation towers afford a wide view of the marsh and the Intracoastal. The park is part of the Great Florida Birding Trail, so kiosks with pictures and interpretive information are plentiful. Most campsites are quite private, screened by brush, palmetto, and trees.
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