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					Preface 

				
				
					A Buddhist country is in turmoil. A military dictatorship is taking control of Myanmar,
					a country which believes in a religion that wishes for peace the most. 

				
				
					Some people believe that Karl Marx, who condoned violence, and his philosophy will
					save the world. Others attempt to conquer the world by advocating “Political power
					grows out of the barrel of a gun,” a phrase coined by Mao Zedong. 

				
				
					Myanmar (Burma) is a tragedy. Will it be the second Tibet? Or will it be brought
					under a rule of terror like Hong Kong? 

				
				
					I must not be the only one shedding tears seeing soldiers shoot citizens and monks
					with live ammunition. 

				
				
					Firstly, there comes judgment on whether something is good or bad. Secondly, there
					come appropriate opinions on it and the international efforts to contain it. Lastly,
					there comes action with courage. 

				
				
					We should not abandon Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. The Japanese government should take action
					and seek for her release. 

				
					
						
							Ryuho Okawa

							Master & CEO of Happy Science Group

							Mar. 19, 2021

					

				

			
			
			
				
				
					CHAPTER ONE

					My Sorrow for Myanmar and

					Plea for Help


					Spiritual Interview with the

					Guardian Spirit of Aung San Suu Kyi




				
				
					Originally recorded in Japanese on March 11, 2021

					at the Special Lecture Hall of Happy Science in Japan

					and later translated into English.

				
				
					In this chapter, there are a total of three interviewers from Happy Science, symbolized
					as A, B, and C, in the order that they first appear. 

				

			
			
			
				
				
					Aung San Suu Kyi (1945 - Present) 

				
				
					Politician and pro-democratic leader of Myanmar (Burma), and the daughter of the
					country’s independence hero Gen. Aung San. After she came back from studying in Britain
					in 1988, she founded the National League for Democracy (NLD) and served as its chairperson,
					but was detained and put under house arrest by the military government, intermittently
					until 2010. In 1991, she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. In 2012, she became the
					chairperson of NLD and won a seat for Parliament. In November 2015, NLD won a landslide
					victory in general election against the military government. In the 2020 general
					election, NLD once again won an overwhelming victory, but Suu Kyi was once again
					detained in the coup carried out by the Tatmadaw, Myanmar’s army, on February 1,
					2021. 

				

			
			
			
				
				
					1

					The Myanmar Issue Is of

					Little Concern in Japan

				
				
				
					Myanmar has moved back and forth between

					military dictatorship and democracy

				
				

					RYUHO OKAWA 

				
				
					Good morning. Today’s theme is the issue of Myanmar or Burma. The title is, “Will
					There Be Peace in Myanmar?” I do not think Japanese people have sufficient information
					on this matter. Perhaps they only have a vague sense that something is going on in
					Myanmar. I think they have little concern about the country. 

				
				
					We would like to hear opinions from the guardian spirit of Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi and
					find out what kind of person the army general who led the coup is. I am not sure
					if we can talk with him. I have not made contact with him yet, so I have no idea
					what kind of person he is and if we can talk with him, but I will give it a try.
					

				
				
					As for Ms. Suu Kyi, based on my brief encounter with her guardian spirit, she seems
					to be quite weak. She is already 75 years old, so she may die from prostration if
					she continues to be detained under house arrest. So, I am not sure if we can have
					a lively conversation with her. 

				
				
					Japanese people do not know much about Myanmar. They know much less about Myanmar
					than about Hong Kong or Taiwan. Japanese newspaper and television sometimes report
					on Myanmar, but I do not think people can easily understand Myanmar’s history of
					several decades. There have been several military coups in the past, and the country
					has moved back and forth between military dictatorship and democracy. 

				
				
				
					Ms. Suu Kyi has a tragic history 

				
				

					RYUHO OKAWA 

				
				
					Ms. Suu Kyi is the daughter of Myanmar’s Father of the Nation General Aung San, who
					was assassinated when she was two years old. Then, she got married to a British researcher
					on Tibetan culture, and this led to the amendment of the Burmese constitution, which
					is now preventing her from becoming president. 

				
				
					She studied at Oxford University, and from 1985 to 1986, she lived in Japan as a
					visiting researcher at Kyoto University’s Center for Southeast Asian Studies. I remember
					this, too. 

				
				
					She formed a political party and is leading it, but things are not going well. She
					has often been placed under house arrest. Judging from her background, she has a
					tragic history. She received the Nobel Peace Prize during house arrest, but the military
					can get even more furious when she does something like this. 

				
				
				
					How Myanmar’s military carried out the coup 

				
				

					RYUHO OKAWA 

				
				
					She is a Nobel Peace laureate and has won in the recent election, but as you may
					have heard, there is the Rohingya issue, which is complicated. 

				
				
					When the military carried out clearing operations against Rohingya, a Muslim minority
					group in Myanmar, they fled to Bangladesh as refugees. Now, they are working to come
					back. Regarding this issue, Ms. Suu Kyi tried to appease the military. As a Buddhist-majority
					country, it is difficult for Burma to coexist with Muslims. She did not condemn the
					military’s violence against Rohingya, so she came under fire internationally for
					failing to speak out against the atrocities in spite of receiving the Nobel Peace
					Prize. She was at a loss, and that is when the coup occurred this February. 

				
				
					In the November 2020 general election, the NLD led by Ms. Suu Kyi won a landslide
					victory. NLD stands for “The National League for Democracy,” but the Japanese people
					have little idea what it does. Although the NLD won a landslide victory, there was
					a coup in early February. 

				
				
					I am afraid newspapers do not help you understand... [Holds up the manuscript.] This
					is the manuscript of Kuro-Obi Eigo1. Now, Kuro-Obi Eigo 11 Dan Vol. 4 has been published,
					and we are now making halfway through Kuro-Obi Eigo 12 Dan Vol. 4. I am not sure
					how it will look when it gets published, but I included in the first part some articles
					covering Myanmar’s coup in detail. 

				
				
					According to them, the Myanmar military came to arrest people before roosters crowed
					the break of dawn. It is after all Myanmar, or Burma. The articles say that the coup
					was carried out before dawn, before roosters crowed and monks went about asking for
					alms with bare feet. This is very clear and easy to imagine what happened there.
					

				
				
				
					Protests by citizens and monks against

					the military, and military crackdown

				
				

					RYUHO OKAWA 

				
				
					It is quite difficult to protest against the military. In 2007, the documentary film
					of Burmese protests that was recorded on hand-held cameras became known to the world
					after being nominated for an Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature. The footage
					about what was going on in Burma was smuggled to Oslo and broadcast around the world
					by CNN and BBC. There is such a documentary film that reveals how things really were
					in Burma. 

				
				
					The citizens relied on monks, and about 400,000 Buddhist monks marched with bare
					feet holding their alms bowl upside down. They joined hands with the citizens and
					confronted the military, trying to overturn the military government. But they suffered
					terrible oppression and many monks were killed. They are also under pretty difficult
					situation now. 

				
				
					The demonstration on main streets could be subjected to a concerted attack by the
					military. It’s dangerous for people to hold mass demonstrations because the military
					could open fire on them, so they are protesting on back streets. The protesters pasted
					copies of photos of Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on the streets and protested by
					marching on them. 

				
				
					When the military and police try to enter the back alley by car, they find lots of
					photos on the streets. They think that if they trample on them, they will receive
					punishment, so they have to pick them all up before they chase the demonstrators,
					but while the military does so, the protesters flee. So, it is becoming like a cat-and-mouse
					game. 

				
				
				
					The Western countries do not recognize

					Myanmar’s military government whereas

					Japan recognizes and negotiates with it

				
				

					RYUHO OKAWA 

				
				
					In yesterday’s newspaper (Mar. 10, 2021), the Japanese government offered to aid
					over two billion yen regarding the Rohingya issue. It mentioned another aid, but
					it treats the military regime as the official government. 

				
				
					The fact that other countries such as the U.K. and the U.S. use the name “Burma”
					instead of “Myanmar” means they will not recognize a military government. Japan immediately
					recognized the military regime and calls it Myanmar, so I have no choice. Unlike
					Japan, the U.K. and the U.S. refuse to change the way they interact with the country.
					The current situation seems to remain uncertain and I feel Ms. Suu Kyi is in the
					depths of despair. 
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