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Welcome to Kaplan Toefl iBT® Premium Plus 2026


Congratulations on your decision to take the TOEFL, and thank you for choosing Kaplan for your test preparation. You’ve made the right choice in acquiring this book—you’re now armed with a comprehensive TOEFL program that is the result of decades of researching the TOEFL and teaching many thousands of students the skills they need to succeed. You now have everything you need to score higher—let’s start by walking through what you need to know to take advantage of this book and the Online Companion.




Your Book


There are two main components to your Kaplan TOEFL study package: your book and your Online Companion. This book contains the following:




	•Detailed lessons covering the essential concepts for each of the TOEFL’s four sections



	•Time-tested and effective Kaplan strategies for every question type











Your Online Center


Your Online Center lets you access additional instruction and practice materials to reinforce key concepts and sharpen your TOEFL skills. Resources include the following:




	•Four full-length practice tests



	•Online audio tracks of sample conversations and lectures to provide you with realistic practice for the listening, speaking, and writing sections of the test











Getting Started




	1.Register with your Online Center.



	2.Take a TOEFL practice test to identify your strengths and weaknesses.



	3.Create a study plan.



	4.Learn and practice using this book and your Online Center.








Step 1: Register With Your Online Center


Register your Online Center using these simple steps:




	1.Go to kaptest.com/booksonline.



	2.Follow the on-screen instructions. Make sure you have your book with you.






Access to the Online Center is limited to the original owner of this book and is nontransferable. Kaplan is not responsible for providing access to the Online Center to customers who purchase or borrow used copies of this book. Access to the Online Center expires one year after you register.







Step 2: Take a TOEFL Practice Test


It’s essential to take a practice test early on in your exam preparation. Doing so will give you the initial feedback and diagnostic information that you need to achieve the maximum score. This practice test includes full-length reading, listening, speaking, and writing sections, and will give you a chance to become familiar with the various question types. You can identify the content you know, as well as areas for practice and review.


Review the detailed answer explanations to understand your performance. Look for patterns in the questions you answered correctly and incorrectly. Were you stronger in some areas than others? This analysis will help you use your practice time effectively.







Step 3: Create a Study Plan


Most students have success with about three months of committed preparation before Test Day. Schedule time for study, practice, and review. One of the mistakes in approaching study is to take practice tests and not review them thoroughly. Review time is your best chance to gain points. It works best for many people to block out short, frequent periods of study time throughout the week. Check in with yourself frequently to make sure you’re not falling behind your plan, or forgetting about any of your resources.







Step 4: Learn and Practice


Your book and Online Center come with many opportunities to develop and practice the skills you’ll need on Test Day. Read each chapter of this book and complete the practice questions. Depending on how much time you have to study, you can do this work methodically, covering every chapter, or you can focus your study on those question types and content areas that are most challenging to you. You will need more work in some areas than in others, but know that the more thoroughly you prepare, the better your score will be.


Initially, your practice should focus on mastering the needed skills and not on timing. Add timing to your practice as you improve fundamental proficiency. As soon as you are comfortable with the question types and Kaplan strategies, take and review the additional full-length practice tests in your Online Center.


Thanks for choosing Kaplan. We wish you the best of luck on your journey.







Audio files are labeled as follows


Track 01. 1L, Conversation


Track 02. 2L, Lecture


Track 03. 3L, Conversation


Track 04. 4L, Lecture


Track 05. 5L, Conversation


Track 06. 6L, Lecture


Track 07. 7L, Conversation


Track 08. 8L, Question 12


Track 09. 9L, Lecture


Track 10. 10L, Question 14


Track 11. 11L, Question 15


Track 12. 12L, Conversation


Track 13. 1S, Task 1


Track 14. 1S, Task 2


Track 15. 1S, Task 3


Track 16. 1S, Task 4


Track 17. 1W, Task 1, Practice 1


Track 18. 1W, Task 1, Practice 2


















Introduction




Test Overview


The TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) is a standardized test designed to measure a student’s ability to understand and use English as it is used in a North American academic setting, such as a university. Standardized tests are widely used in the United States for college and graduate school admissions and professional licensing. The TOEFL is produced and administered by the Educational Testing Service (ETS), a private, not-for-profit company based in Princeton, New Jersey.


The TOEFL has been around in some form since the 1960s. The TOEFL Internet-based test (iBT) in particular was launched in 2005. It was revised in 2019 and then again in 2023.


The current test takes about 2 hours to complete, though you should expect the entire experience, including check-in, to take about 2.5 hours.


You can choose to take the TOEFL iBT at a test center or at home on your own computer (known as the TOEFL iBT Home Edition). If you take the test at home, you’ll be monitored online by a human proctor. The content and format of the test are the same in both settings. However, before choosing the Home Edition, check with the schools you’re applying to, just to be absolutely certain that they will accept it. If you prefer the in-person option, there are authorized test centers worldwide.


The TOEFL iBT has four sections. The order in which they appear on the exam is the same as the order in which they are listed in the following table:


















	

SECTION




	

TOTAL APPROXIMATE TIME




	

TASKS













	

Reading




	

35 minutes




	

Read 2 passages


Answer 10 questions on each passage









	

Listening




	

36 minutes




	

Listen to 3 lectures


Answer 6 questions on each lecture


Listen to 2 conversations


Answer 5 questions on each conversation









	

Speaking




	

16 minutes




	

Task 1: Talk about a familiar topic


(independent task)


Tasks 2-4: Read and/or listen to something, then discuss it


(integrated tasks)









	

Writing




	

29 minutes




	

1 Integrated task: Write an essay based on a reading passage and a recording


1 Academic Discussion task: State and support an opinion in an online classroom discussion.












Note that if you don’t complete at least one Reading question, one Listening question, one Speaking task, and one Writing task, your test will not be scored. This means you cannot skip any of the sections.







TOEFL iBT Scores


The score range for the TOEFL iBT is 0 to 120, calculated as follows:


For the Reading and Listening sections, most of the questions are four-option multiple-choice with only one correct answer. They are worth one point each. One question type in the Reading section, called Drag and Drop Summary, involves partial scoring. In partial scoring, you can receive a portion of the total point value if some, but not all, of your answers are correct:




Drag and Drop Summary Question (3 correct answers)


3 correct answers = 2 points


2 correct answers = 1 point


  1 correct answer = 0 points





The Reading and Listening sections are scored by computer, via a centralized scoring network (not at the test center itself). The total number of points you earn from correct answers in each of these two sections is called the section’s raw score. For each of these two sections, the raw score is then converted into a scaled score of 0 to 30.


For the Speaking and Writing sections, the speaking samples you provide and the two essays that you write are rated after you have completed your test. The raters consist of both humans and AI. The goal in using both humans and AI is to minimize rater bias and ensure consistency, among other things. Each of your Speaking samples is given a score between 0 and 4 by the raters, and each of your essays is given a score between 0 and 5 by the raters. These scores are then converted into scaled scores of 0 to 30.


Thus, for each of the four sections of the TOEFL iBT, you will receive a score between 0 and 30. The four section scores are then added together for a total test score of 0 to 120.


You can take the TOEFL iBT multiple times. In fact, you can take it as often as you like, but you have to wait at least three days between tests. On the score report that you will receive after each test, you will see not only your scores from that particular test, but also something ETS calls MyBest Scores. These are your highest section scores from all of the valid TOEFL iBTs that you have taken in the last two years. In other words, it gives the universities an idea of your best overall performance by letting them easily see, in one place, the top score you have received for each of Reading, Listening, Speaking, and Writing. It also sums up those top scores to give an overall total. If you plan on relying on MyBest Scores, keep in mind that every time you take the TOEFL iBT, you have to complete at least one Reading question, one Listening question, one Speaking task, and one Writing task in order for your test to be scored at all. So, for example, even if you just want to get a higher Speaking score this time around, you still have to work on the other sections.


In addition to the section scores and total score, your score report will include performance descriptors. These are brief explanations of what the numeric scores mean in terms of proficiency level. Each skill (Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing) has four or five proficiency levels. You can look at your individual section scores and get an idea of your proficiency for that skill:
















	

Skill




	

Level













	

Reading




	

Advanced (24-30)


High-Intermediate (18-23)


Low-Intermediate (4-17)


Below Low-Intermediate (0-3)









	

Listening




	

Advanced (22-30)


High-Intermediate (17-21)


Low-Intermediate (9-16)


Below Low-Intermediate (0-8)









	

Speaking




	

Advanced (25-30)


High-Intermediate (20-24)


Low-Intermediate (16-19)


Basic (10-15)


Below Basic (0-9)









	

Writing




	

Advanced (24-30)


High-Intermediate (17-23)


Low-Intermediate (13-16)


Basic (7-12)


Below Basic (0-6)












For the most up-to-date TOEFL news and specifications, visit www.ets.org/toefl.







How This Book Is Organized


This book has four sections, corresponding to the four sections of the TOEFL iBT and appearing in the same order that the sections appear on the exam: Reading, Listening, Speaking, and Writing. Each section of the book describes strategies for all of the question types and tasks on the TOEFL iBT. The strategies are followed by practice exercises, so you can practice the specific strategies for each question or task. The answer key contains the answers for multiple-choice questions and sample responses for Speaking and Writing tasks. It’s recommended that you work through all four sections of the book in order to learn and practice the skills and strategies that will help you to succeed on Test Day.


The sample passages and practice activities in all four sections of this book cover the same academic fields as the TOEFL iBT: history, hard sciences (physics, chemistry, etc.), education, business and economics, social sciences, arts and literature, and technology. Like the topics on the actual test, the topics in this book are mixed, meaning that they are not grouped according to field or category. However, the selection of topics in this book does not indicate or imply the order or choice of topics for any actual TOEFL iBT. The topics in this book were chosen to represent the academic level of those on the TOEFL iBT, and they are also meant to provide variety and interest to your learning experience.


Many of the practice exercises in this book require listening to lectures or conversations. These are included in your Online Companion. In this book, a headphones symbol [image: ] indicates when you must listen to a recording, and an instruction indicates the track numbers, such as the following: “Play Track XX from your Online Companion and practice by answering the following”


When you are ready to practice all of the skills and strategies you learn from this book, use the four full-length practice tests in your Online Companion.















Chapter 1 Reading


The Reading section occurs first in the TOEFL. In this section, you must read two passages of approximately 700 words each and answer ten questions about each passage. You have 35 minutes to read the passages and answer all twenty questions.


Both of the reading passages are about academic topics from fields commonly found in North American colleges and universities. The fields include humanities (arts, literature, music, etc.), mathematics, the hard sciences (chemistry, physics, biology, etc.), the applied sciences (engineering, architecture, etc.), and the social sciences (psychology, sociology, etc.). You are not required to have any specialized or advanced knowledge in these fields. In fact, the passages are excerpts from university textbooks that could be used in an introductory-level course. If a passage contains any words that are not commonly used outside of the particular field of study, a glossary will define the words for you.


The passages fall into one of three types: exposition, narrative, or argument. An exposition, or expository passage, is a description and explanation of a topic. A narrative is a story, and usually an academic narrative involves historical events or biographical discussions. A narrative is really a type of exposition since it describes and explains what happened. An argument, however, is an opinion or point of view about the topic, usually a position for or against a particular theory or plan. Unlike an exposition, an argument is persuasive, which means that the writer wants to persuade—or to convince—the reader to agree with his opinion.


The questions for each passage ask about certain details mentioned in the passage, the meaning of particular vocabulary, the organization of the passage, the author’s key points, and inferences that can be made from the passage. You will learn strategies in this chapter for handling each of the question types, but it is very helpful to first learn some reading strategies that will put you in the best position to answer all of the questions efficiently.




IMPROVE YOUR SCORE


Make sure you set aside time each week to read often. Like many skills, including all language skills, reading improves with regular practice. The more you read, the more you learn. The more you know, the better you can read.







General Reading Strategies


In real life, when you read an article or part of a textbook, your goal is to learn something. When you take the TOEFL iBT, that’s not your goal, of course. It doesn’t matter whether you learn anything from the two passages that you can then tell your friends about the next day. What matters is that you answer the questions correctly. You have just 35 minutes available to read two passages and answer 20 questions. It would be a mistake to casually read the passage, the way you might normally read in real life, and then rely on your intuition and memory to answer the questions. Instead, you want to consciously attack the passages in a way that will help you get as many of the 20 questions correct as possible.


One thing to keep in mind is that the passage remains on the screen when you answer the questions. There’s no need to try to memorize all of the details from the passage, since you can simply look up information that you are asked about. You will be referring to the passage a number of times as you work through the questions, so one of your major goals when reading the passage for the first time is to create a passage map on your scratch paper. Just like any other map in real life, a passage map is a tool that will help you quickly find what you are looking for.


To create a passage map, read one paragraph of the passage at a time and pause between paragraphs. Think about the main ideas in the paragraph. Don’t get caught in the details. Also think about how this paragraph relates to the previous one and to the passage as a whole. Then, note the major points from the paragraph on your scratch paper. Feel free to use any shorthand or symbols you want. Your goal is not to write detailed notes or summaries, but to create enough of an index for yourself that you can see the flow of ideas and the connections between them. You want to end up with a tool that will help you research in the passage efficiently. Remember, your notes are not the primary source for answers. You will return to the passage for the vast majority of your answers.


Most TOEFL reading passages are organized according to the basic outline for essays in English. Understanding this organization can help you when you create your passage map:




	
I. Paragraph 1 = Introduction




	A.Hook



	B.Background



	C.Thesis statement








	
II. Paragraph 2 = Body Paragraph




	A.Topic sentence



	B.Detail (examples, description, explanation, etc.)








	
III. Paragraph 3 = Body Paragraph




	A.Topic sentence



	B.Detail (examples, description, explanation, etc.)








	
IV. Paragraph 4 = Body Paragraph




	A.Topic sentence



	B.Detail (examples, description, explanation, etc.)








	
V. Paragraph 5 = Conclusion




	A.Restatement/paraphrase of the thesis (optional)



	B.Final comment, prediction, recommendation, etc.











The first paragraph is the introduction, which often begins with an opening remark, or hook. Writers, and speakers, use hooks to generate interest in the audience. A hook can be a common observation from everyday life, a surprising or unusual fact, a personal or fictional anecdote, a rhetorical question, or a quote, among many other possibilities. After the hook, the writer may or may not include background information, which is any information that the reader will need to follow the discussion or argument in the rest of the passage. Finally, the introduction may end with a thesis statement. The thesis statement is one sentence that states the writer’s main idea, which is the writer’s opinion, message, or subject, and possibly states the author’s supporting points. Make sure you understand the author’s thesis and then jot down a few words in your passage map.


Consider the following introduction paragraph of a passage:




An ancient philosopher once argued that all things in nature contained smaller versions of themselves: a tree contained small identical trees; a flower contained small flowers, etc. Now, of course, we know that the cell is the fundamental unit of all living organisms. The cell is a microscopically small sack, or bag, whose walls are made up of lipids and cholesterol. The human body is made up of trillions of cells. Some reproduce and many do not, but all cells connect with each other to form the various organs of the body, such as the heart, lungs and skin. Human cells multiply through a process called mitosis, and there are four main stages of cell division.





Notice that the writer’s hook, or opening remark, mentions an ancient philosopher’s belief. Next, the writer provides some background consisting of a description of a cell and its function within the human body. Finally, the introduction ends with a thesis statement, which mentions the topic (mitosis) and something about it (i.e., the four main stages of cell division).


At this point, what do you think the rest of the passage is going to describe? If you are thinking that the author will discuss the four stages of cell division in more detail, then you are engaging in active reading. This means thinking through the text, evaluating it, going beyond simple passive reading. This is very helpful when reading TOEFL passages. Many active readers find it helpful to have a conversation in their mind with the author as they are reading the passage. An active reader might think things such as, “why did you tell me that, author?” or “you said there were three reasons for X, and this is the second. Are you going to tell me the third reason now?” Active reading keeps you engaged and helps you focus on the important parts of the passage.


When you finish reading and thinking about a passage’s introduction paragraph, jot down a few notes on your scratch paper. There is no one correct way to take notes. No two people will write down the same thing. Just be careful not to fall into the trap of writing too much. Remember, you will not be answering questions from these notes. You are just trying to create a tool to help you see the connections and to help you research later on. With that in mind, a test taker might write something like this:




P1: cell = fundamental unit


mitosis = division / 4 stages





After the introduction comes the body, or the middle group of paragraphs. The body could contain any number of paragraphs, but TOEFL reading passages usually have either three or four body paragraphs. Each body paragraph typically discusses a supporting point for the thesis and begins with a topic sentence that states the unique topic of that paragraph. Pay close attention to the topic sentence, since it can help you know what to focus on in the paragraph and what to skim over at this point. After the topic sentence, the body paragraph includes detail, such as examples, description, explanation, and definitions. All of this helps you understand the supporting points, but you only need to get the gist of these details at this point. Don’t get stuck here! At the end of each body paragraph, note whether there are any clues that indicate where the author might be going next. In other words, continue to read actively.


Look at the following body paragraphs for the passage on cell division:




In the first stage, a cell receives a signal to divide when a molecule, such as insulin, connects to the outside of the cell wall. The connection of a particular molecule activates the nucleus, which is self-contained within its own wall inside the cell. The nucleus is the engine and control center of the cell. For example, when a person is cut, the blood cells produce specific molecules that attach to skin cells. These molecules activate the nucleus inside each skin cell, and the skin cells around the injury begin to multiply until the cut is covered by new skin. During the first stage of this multiplication, the cell must multiply its number of molecules and organelles.


All human cells contain molecules and organelles that are necessary for the cells to function. Molecules include carbohydrates, protein, lipids, and nucleic acids, among others. Some molecules combine to form organelles, which are groups of molecules that perform specific functions in the cell. For example, the nucleus is one large organelle that contains genetic information in DNA to regulate all activity in the cell. Other organelles help extract energy from food. A cell must double the number of molecules and organelles before it divides.


Second, the cell undergoes synthesis, which is the copying of the DNA. Deoxyribonucleic acid, or DNA, contains the instructions for producing everything that a cell needs, including the instructions for all stages of cell division. DNA is made up of two sequences of genes like two chains hanging side by side. Organelles follow the instructions in the specific genetic sequence, or order. For example, when a person eats food, the cells in the stomach produce enzymes which break the food down. Organelles manufacture the enzyme using instructions in one sequence of genes in DNA.


In the third stage of cell division, the wall of the original nucleus disappears, and the cell begins to divide equally all contents of the cell. At the end of this stage, there are two sets of DNA on each side of the cell, and the cell contains enough organelles for two complete cells.


Finally, in the mitosis stage, a new nucleus forms around each set of DNA. Then, the cell creates a new wall between the two nuclei. At the end of this stage, the cell splits in two, and eventually two cells exist instead of just one. A healthy cell will continue multiplying until it receives a molecular signal to stop.





Notice how each paragraph begins with a sentence stating the topic of that paragraph. For example, the first sentence of the third paragraph of the body focuses on synthesis, which is the copying of the DNA. Synthesis is therefore the topic of that paragraph. Also note how the details in each paragraph relate to the paragraph’s unique topic. The details in the third paragraph, not surprisingly, define DNA and explain its structure and importance to a cell. This is all you need to understand about these details at this point. If a question asks you about the structure of DNA, you will revisit this paragraph and read more carefully. If no question asks about the structure of DNA, then you saved precious time by not dwelling on the details in this paragraph when you first read the passage.


Try to add to our passage map by taking a few notes on these paragraphs before continuing:


P2 ________________________________________


___________________________________________


P3 ________________________________________


___________________________________________


P4 ________________________________________


___________________________________________


P5 ________________________________________


___________________________________________


P6 ________________________________________


___________________________________________


Again, there is no one right way to do this, but here is one possibility:




P2: Stage 1 = molecule signals division


Nucleus - def., function.


Cut skin example.


P3: molecules + organelles (groups) double


Examples


P4: Stage 2 = synthesis = 2 x DNA


DNA structure, function. Instructions to organelles


P5: Stage 3 = wall gone, no nucleus, contents divided


P6: 2 new nucleus, new wall between → separate





The final paragraph of the passage is the conclusion. Expect this paragraph to restate the main idea of the passage. Sometimes, the conclusion will summarize the key supporting points from the body of the passage. The conclusion paragraph might also include some comment or opinion (support, rejection, concern, optimism) about the topic of the passage, and perhaps a recommendation, solution, prediction, or warning related to it. Look at the following conclusion for the passage about cell division:




To summarize, a cell undergoes four steps to duplicate its contents and then split in two. One major focus for researchers now is the cessation, or stopping, of cell division. Cancer is a disease that involves uncontrolled mitosis. Hopefully, researchers will eventually learn how to turn mitosis off and halt the spread of cancer.





Notice how the author starts with a one-sentence restatement of the main idea of the passage and then mentions a focus of researchers that is related to the idea of cell division.


Not all TOEFL reading passages follow the structure described above, but it can be very helpful to keep this organization in mind as you create your passage map. Along with active reading, it will make it easier to figure out the purpose of each paragraph in relation to the others and the main ideas of each paragraph.




IMPROVE YOUR SCORE


Many TOEFL students rely only on practice tests and TOEFL exercises. Unfortunately, this isn’t the best way to improve your general English language ability. Taking practice tests is necessary to practice certain test-taking skills and strategies, but tests shouldn’t be the only things you read and listen to. Broaden your exposure to English by reading magazines, listening to podcasts and reading news articles online.










Reading Question Types


There are eight question types in the Reading section:


















	

QUESTION TYPE




	

APPROXIMATELY HOW MANY PER PASSAGE













	



	
1.Detail









	

2 or 3









	



	
2.Detail NOT/EXCEPT









	

1 or 2









	



	
3.Inference









	

1









	



	
4.Function









	

1









	



	
5.Sentence Simplification









	

1









	



	
6.Organization









	

1 (exactly)









	



	
7.Vocabulary









	

1









	



	
8.Drag and Drop Summary









	

1 (exactly)















Before you learn the strategies for each question type, you should understand that the maker of the TOEFL iBT not only carefully crafts each question and the correct answer choice, but also crafts each wrong answer choice, or distracter. Different question types tend to contain particular types of distracters, and you can improve your ability to get questions correct by being familiar with the common types of distracters for each question type. You will learn about these common distracters below.




Question Type 1: Detail Questions




What Detail questions are asking


Detail questions ask you to recognize information that is stated directly in the passage. The information might be an idea, a definition, a supporting detail, or any other specific thing that appears in the passage.







How to identify Detail questions


Detail question stems will contain language similar to the following:




According to paragraph 1, why did X do Y?


According to the passage, X was . . .


What does the author say about . . .?


Paragraph 2 answers which of the following?





Detail questions are multiple choice questions with four answer choices, one of them being correct. Rarely, a Detail question will have two correct choices. If that is the case, the question stem will let you know.







How to approach Detail questions


The best way to handle Detail questions is to use the following, step-by-step method, discussed in more detail below:




	1.Identify research clues in the question stem



	2.Check your passage map to guide your research



	3.Read the relevant information in the passage closely and carefully



	4.Evaluate the answer choices








1.Identify research clues in the question stem


Every Detail question involves a particular noun, action, or state, or a set of nouns, actions, or states that can help you figure out where to research in the passage and what to focus on. Your first step after identifying the question as a Detail question is to find these research clues.


Consider the following Detail question:




According to the author, the final carved depictions of Apollo




	(A)were superior to the early, serious versions.



	(B)represented a warning to the people.



	(C)possibly led to weakening cultural morals.



	(D)represented more than just his physical beauty.









The words “According to the author” indicate that this is a Detail question. Your task is to find something the author said. But the author wrote the entire passage! It’s the words, “the final carved depictions of Apollo” that serve as the research clue to help you look up the relevant information in the passage.







2.Check your passage map to guide your research


One of the main reasons you created a passage map was to help you research. The very reason we call the notes you take on a passage a “map” is because, like any other map, it should help you find what you are looking for. The next step, therefore, is to use your map to decide where to look in the passage.


Consider the sample Detail question again:




According to the author, the final carved depictions of Apollo




	(E)were superior to the early, serious versions.



	(F)represented a warning to the people.



	(G)possibly led to weakening cultural morals.



	(H)represented more than just his physical beauty.









Imagine this was your passage map for the passage:




P1: early art purpose=marker of holy place. Greece example: Apollo statues - safeguard


P2: 1st Apollo statues: perfect body, limited pose, authoritarian


P3: last A. statues: more expressions, poses, show intellect + inner qualities


P4: ↑ lifelike = ↓ public values





Even though you have never read this passage and, if you had, you would have created a passage map with different notes and abbreviations to match your own style, you can still figure out just from this passage map that “the final carved depictions of Apollo” would be discussed in the third paragraph. The first paragraph appears to discuss the purpose of early art and brings up Apollo as an example, the second seems to discuss the first depictions of Apollo, and the third seems to discuss the last depictions.


What if, for some reason, you can’t tell from your passage map where to research? In that case you’ll have to scan the entire passage, looking for the relevant information. This takes more time, of course, which is why a well-organized passage map is truly a valuable tool.


Many Detail questions will refer to a specific paragraph number. For example, “According to paragraph 2, what did some art critics believe about Picaso?” Of course, you will research in paragraph 2, but the research clue that tells you what specifically to focus on in paragraph 2 is the art critics and what they believed about Picaso. For this reason, you would still want to quickly check your notes for paragraph 2 before going back and researching. It takes just a moment and helps you refresh your thinking about the paragraph. This is especially helpful if the paragraph is long and contains a number of details.







3. Read the relevant information in the passage closely and carefully


When you created your passage map, you avoided spending too much time analyzing details in the passage. Now, when researching to answer a Detail question, you do have to read carefully. Pay close attention to the actors, actions, and their relationship. Identify the correct relationship of cause, effect, reason, intention, and so on. Read not only the relevant sentence but also the surrounding sentences. Consider how the detail fits into the big picture of the paragraph and the entire passage. Don’t rush through this step, or you are likely to fall for a distracter answer choice. Take your time to do this step well and you will save time when you look at the answer choices.


Here is the sample passage map again, along with the text for the third paragraph:




P1: early art purpose=marker of holy place. Greece example: Apollo statutes - safeguard


P2: 1st Apollo statutes: perfect body, limited pose, authoritarian


P3: last A. statutes: more expressions, poses, show intellect + inner qualities


P4: ↑ lifelike = ↓ public values







However, the last representations of Apollo in ancient Greece allowed him more freedom of gesture and detailed expressions. This may be interpreted as a result of weakening cultural morals, but it was certainly meant as a tribute to the beauty and strength of Apollo’s mind. The graceful poses of his body, whether he is depicted holding a bow and arrow or a musical instrument, attest to Apollo’s intellectual power. His face, portraying pensiveness or determination, permitted the Greek people to identify themselves with him and celebrate his inner qualities, in addition to his attractive physique.





The paragraph starts with the word, “However,” indicating a contrast with something from the second paragraph. The passage map indicates that the second paragraph discussed how the first representations of Apollo involved a perfect body, not many poses, and had an authoritarian aspect to them. The third paragraph, beginning with “However,” must therefore describe a shift from those aspects in some sense. Indeed, careful reading of the third paragraph reveals that the last representations of Apollo, which the Detail question asks about, involved more gestures, detailed expressions, and graceful poses. Whereas the second paragraph seemed to focus only on physical perfection, this paragraph focuses on intellectual power, pensiveness, determination, and inner qualities, in addition to Apollo’s “attractive physique.” You can expect that the correct answer to the Detail question will probably relate to this shift.







4. Evaluate the answer choices


The correct answer will certainly paraphrase the detail from the passage somewhat, using different words and sentence structure. It won’t simply restate the detail as it appears in the passage. This is especially true for Detail questions that point you to a particular paragraph. Since the test maker is letting you know where to look, they are testing your understanding of what you read and your ability to recognize a paraphrase. However, the correct answer won’t add any new information that isn’t in the passage and won’t require you to engage in any sort of personal analysis of the points being made.




According to the author, the final carved depictions of Apollo




	(A)were superior to the early, serious versions.



	(B)represented a warning to the people.



	(C)possibly led to weakening cultural morals.



	(D)represented more than just his physical beauty.









The correct answer to this Detail question is (D). Notice how well this choice matches our thinking in the previous step. We realized that the correct answer would probably relate to the shift from perfect body or “attractive physique” to an emphasis on the intellectual and “inner qualities.” This is exactly what (D) does, even though it doesn’t spell out the details of the shift.










Distracters in Detail questions


A common type of distracter to watch out for in Detail questions is a distortion. A distortion is a choice that appears to mention details from the passage but actually misstates the information in some way.


In the above question, (C) states that the statues might have led to weakening cultural morals, but, according to the third paragraph of the passage, it was the weakened cultural morals that might have led to the new statues. (C) distorts the passage by reversing the correct cause and effect relationship. Other ways the test maker can create a distortion include reordering the sequence of events, interchanging details (time, place, etc.), or reversing the positive or negative quality of an action or state. For example, imagine an answer choice had read, “lacked detailed expressions.” The passage actually stated in paragraph 3 that the last representations of Apollo allowed him “more . . . detailed expressions.” This distracter would have stated the opposite.


Distortions trap test takers who either try to answer from memory or are not careful when they research. Distortions often include some words that appear in the passage, making them “sound” familiar to students who don’t research. But keep in mind that the passages are taken from university-level textbooks. Students in university have to read a great deal of material. It is expected that they will look up detailed information as needed. The test maker is rewarding you for carefully researching your answer choices and not relying on memory. If you research well, you can avoid all distortion distracters.


Another type of distracter you will find in Detail questions is a faulty use of a detail. This type of distracter correctly relates information from the passage, but the information pertains to a different part of the passage. Choice (B), “represented a warning to the people,” is an example of this. It’s true that the passage stated that statues of Apollo served as a warning to those who have not followed his wishes. But when the passage said this it was discussing the first statues of Apollo, in the second paragraph. The question is asking about the last representations of Apollo, which, as you know, are discussed in the third paragraph.


The third type of distracter that is common in Detail questions requires you to infer or assume something. Remember that Detail questions ask about stated information. You should be able to find the answer restated somewhere in the passage, though it will be stated in different words. If a choice requires you to insert your own opinions or knowledge about the world or the subject matter at hand, reject it, even if it “sounds” good. For example, (A) states that the final carved depictions of Apollo “were superior to the early, serious versions.” The second paragraph did indeed relate that the first statues of Apollo depicted him with a serious expression. But the third paragraph never stated that the final statues were superior. That’s what makes the choice incorrect. It’s a distracter because a reader might personally feel that the representation of intellectual power and other inner qualities in the later statues made them superior. The key, however, is that the author never said the statues were superior. A Detail question is asking about what the author stated, not what you, as a reader, think. If you always check your choice against the information actually stated in the passage, you should be able to avoid this distracter.




IMPROVE YOUR SCORE


Books are created for just the kind of related, connected reading that can help you build your vocabulary and expand your knowledge. Read nonfiction if possible, since the TOEFL is a nonfiction exam. Focus on short, descriptive discussions of a topic that interests you, rather than long, technical writing which has the potential to become boring, difficult and demotivating.













Practice


Now, practice the strategies you’ve just reviewed by answering several Detail questions. Read actively, pay attention to the author’s main idea, purpose, and key points, and create a passage map on paper before tackling the questions that follow the passage. The answers and explanations appear at the end of the chapter.




Homeschooling


American parents today are faced with a stark choice. The country’s public schools are becoming more crowded, more violent, and less effective in preparing children for employment or college. Private schools may be too expensive or unavailable. To ensure that their children receive an adequate education, an increasing number of parents are simply teaching their children at home. While homeschooling offers many benefits to both child and parent, its three most important advantages are its flexibility of curriculum, its adaptability to different learning styles and speeds, and its more positive, supportive social environment.


If, for example, the child is interested in dinosaurs, that subject could be used to teach scientific concepts in geology, biology, or even history. Moreover, in the home environment, there is plenty of room for spontaneous discussion, field trips, and other learning experiences that classroom logistics make difficult, expensive, or challenging. Homeschooling puts the child’s natural curiosity to use, limited only by the imaginations of the child and parent.


Children can move through the material at a rate that challenges them positively. In the conventional classroom, most lessons are aimed at the middle level of ability. Thus, some students are rushed along much faster than is optimal, or faster than necessary for satisfactory results, while others yawn or find distractions because the pace is too slow. Nor can a teacher pay much attention to any single student in a classroom of 30 or discover how individual students learn best. But the parent at home, who knows the child better than any teacher, can readily make adjustments to content, teaching strategy, or pace, as the child requires.


The final important advantage of homeschooling lies in the socialization children are able to receive. Homeschooled children are less subject to the stresses and pressures experienced by conventional students who spend six, seven, or eight hours a day with their peers. They are less likely to become involved with gangs or drugs. On the other hand, homeschooled children spend much more time in the company of appropriate role models: parents, other adults, and older siblings. In this environment, they are better able to learn from actual life situations, and how to interact with people of all ages. In particular, homeschooling fosters healthy family relationships because both children and their parents are able to play larger and more complete roles in one another’s lives.


If both parents work out of the home, care must be found for young children while the parents are away. Indeed, working parents may be unable to find the time to provide schooling for their children at all, and hiring a tutor to fill that role is an expensive proposition. Second, parents may be attacked for choosing what many people feel is an antisocial or elitist option—for thinking that their children are better than anyone else’s, for refusing to participate in an important social institution, or even for trying to destroy public schools by depriving them of students and funding. Third, not all parents will be comfortable in the role of teacher. They may not have the patience required, the basic knowledge of the material, or the energy to encourage and motivate their children when necessary.


Homeschooling is not a panacea for the institutional deficiencies found in American public schools; these can only be addressed through a large-scale restructuring of public education policies nationwide. Nevertheless, homeschooling offers a number of significant advantages to parents and children. And it works. Homeschooled children, on average, place in the 87th percentile on standardized exams—the national average is the 50th percentile—and have been admitted to all major universities and military academies in the country. Clearly, homeschooling is a serious, positive alternative for motivated parents and their children.







	
1.According to paragraph 2, one of the benefits of homeschooling is that the environment




	(A)enables children to develop skills that will make them good parents.



	(B)prepares students for being self-directed members of the workforce



	(C)gives the child ready access to books and other educational materials



	(D)provides more flexibility in the choice of learning activities








	
2.According to paragraph 3, which of the following is mentioned as a problem with today’s public schools?




	(A)They are a frequent recruitment ground for violent gangs



	(B)They overly emphasize the importance of standardized exams



	(C)They can have too many students and can be boring for some



	(D)They structure their lessons for children at the lowest level of ability








	
3.The author’s description of a parent’s homeschooling role mentions the importance of parents




	(A)being trained to use appropriate teaching methods



	(B)challenging children to work at increasingly higher levels



	(C)modifying the instruction to suit the needs of the child



	(D)providing alternative opportunities for children to interact with their peers.
















Question Type 2: Detail NOT/EXCEPT Questions




What Detail NOT/EXCEPT questions are asking


Detail NOT/EXCEPT questions are similar to Detail questions in that they ask about factual information from the passage. The difference is that here you have to pick the choice that is not true or that is not mentioned in the passage. The answer might even contradict information in the passage. Here, it’s the wrong choices that state details mentioned in the passage. In other words, Detail NOT/EXCEPT questions are the inverse, or opposite, of Detail questions.


This question type can be confusing. If you miss or forget the significance of NOT or EXCEPT, you may connect one of the wrong choices with information in the passage and select that choice. It’s crucial to keep in mind that the correct choice is the one that is unmentioned or contradicts the passage.


Detail NOT/EXCEPT questions are multiple choice questions with four answer choices, one of them being correct.







How to identify Detail NOT/EXCEPT questions


Detail NOT/EXCEPT question stems will contain language similar to the following:




In Paragraph 2, the author mentions all of the following EXCEPT . . .


Which of the following is NOT mentioned?


According to the paragraph, which of the following is NOT true?


All of the following are mentioned in Paragraph 1 . . . EXCEPT . . .


The author makes all of the following statements about . . . EXCEPT . . .





The words NOT and EXCEPT are always in capital letters to emphasize the type of question.







How to approach Detail NOT/EXCEPT questions


The approach to Detail NOT/EXCEPT questions is the same as that for regular Detail questions, with a few differences in the execution, as will be discussed below:




	1.Identify research clues in the question stem



	2.Check your passage map to guide your research



	3.Read the relevant information in the passage closely and carefully



	4.Evaluate the answer choices








1.Identify research clues in the question stem


As with regular Detail questions, first find the clues in the question stem itself that can help you target your research. Consider the following question stem:




Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the passage as a factor in the commercial success of early rock and roll?





Here, the research clues are the words, “factor in the commercial success of early rock and roll.” You would check your passage map to see where early rock and roll was discussed. If that’s too broad a clue, then focus on the part of the passage where the commercial success of rock and roll appeared.


Many Detail questions will refer to a specific paragraph number. For example, “In paragraph 2, each of the following is mentioned about Picaso’s influence EXCEPT” Of course, you will research in paragraph 2, but the research clue that tells you what to focus on in paragraph 2 is “Picaso’s influence.” For this reason, you would still want to quickly check your notes for paragraph 2 before going back and researching. It takes just a moment and helps you refresh your thinking about the paragraph. This is especially helpful if the paragraph is long and contains a number of details.


Sometimes you will see a Detail NOT/EXCEPT question that contains no research clues, such as this one:




All of the following are mentioned in the passage EXCEPT





There’s nothing in that question stem that lets you know where in the passage you should look. In cases like this, you will have to use the choices themselves to guide your research, as explained below.







2.Check your passage map to guide your research


This is the same as with Detail questions, above.


If the question stem contains no research clues and you are using the answer choices to guide your research, you need to check your passage map for each choice. But before you research a choice, look at all of the choices as a whole. Often, there is a common theme in the choices. Most, if not all, will deal with the same part of the passage. Use that as your starting point.


Consider the rock and roll Detail NOT/EXCEPT question stem again:




Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the passage as a factor in the commercial success of early rock and roll?





Imagine your passage map for the passage is the following:




P1: rock and roll. Early artists, combination of styles, influenced many


P2: At first: many didn’t hear it (esp. white Americans).


change = disc jockey Alan Freed. Success, music spread


P3: teens & money, stars copied songs, Elvis on TV = pop music





The entire passage is about rock and roll, but information about rock and roll’s success appears to be located in the second and third paragraphs.







3.Read the relevant information in the passage closely and carefully


This is the same as with Detail questions, above. Keep in mind that since the question is a Detail NOT/EXCEPT question, and therefore the three wrong choices name factors that are described in the passage, you should expect to come across descriptions of those factors as you read the relevant parts of the passage. Be on the lookout for them.


Here are the second and third paragraphs for the rock and roll passage:




At first, only a small but growing segment of the population had heard the new musical form. In the segregated 1950s, African-American musical forms were not initially considered appropriate for white audiences. Therefore, much of the U.S. population had not been exposed to them. All that changed, however when, in 1953, Cleveland disc jockey Alan Freed began to play rhythm and blues to a largely non-African-American radio audience. Freed was successful and sold many records. The music spread, and the term that Freed had adopted for the music—rock and roll—began to spread as well.


Teenagers, and the money they were willing to spend on records, provided an impetus for rock and roll. On their way to becoming rock stars, many performers copied songs from the original artists. For instance, Pat Boone scored a hit with a toned-down version of Little Richard’s song, “Tutti Frutti,” causing Little Richard to comment, “He goes and outsells me with my song that I wrote.” Elvis Presley’s first television appearance in January 1956 marks rock and roll’s ascension into the world of pop music.





The second paragraph relates that much of the U.S. population had not been exposed to rock and roll at first. This changed when Alan Freed played rhythm and blues to his radio audience. Note how the paragraph indicates that “Freed was successful and sold many records. The music spread . . .” So Freed’s actions were one factor in the commercial success of early rock and roll. In the third paragraph, we hear about how teenagers “and the money they were willing to spend on records” helped drive rock and roll. This is another factor in the commercial success of early rock and roll. We also hear how Elvis Presley’s first television appearance helped rock and roll become more popular. It can be seen as rock and roll’s “ascension into the world of pop music.” So this was another factor.







4.Evaluate the answer choices


Remember that the answer for Detail NOT/EXCEPT questions is the choice that either isn’t in the passage or contradicts info in the passage. You want to reject any choice that is in the passage. Let’s finish up the question we have been looking at:




Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the passage as a factor in the commercial success of early rock and roll?




	(A)The use of different broadcast media



	(B)The purchasing power of young enthusiasts



	(C)The charismatic personality of disc jockey Alan Freed



	(D)The exposure of a non-African-American audience to African-American musical forms









The correct answer to this question is (C). Although our research revealed that Alan Freed’s actions were one factor in the commercial success of early rock and roll, the passage mentions nothing about his personality. The other three choices are things we did find mentioned, as will be discussed in the next section.










Distracters in Detail NOT/EXCEPT questions


All of the wrong choices in Detail NOT/EXCEPT questions relate information that is stated in the passage. One might think that it should be easy to avoid those choices, but it certainly can be tricky at times. Why is that? How does the test maker create distracters for this question type?


Distracters for Detail NOT/EXCEPT questions typically paraphrase something stated in the passage. Because they don’t just repeat the same wording, it’s harder to recognize the choice as something the author stated.


Consider (B), “The purchasing power of young enthusiasts.” You won’t find these words in the passage, but in fact this is a paraphrase of “Teenagers, and the money they were willing to spend on records” from paragraph 3. Instead of calling them teenagers who were fans of rock and roll, the choice calls them “young enthusiasts.” Moreover, money is the same as purchasing power, since the teenagers used their money to purchase records. All of this paraphrasing made it more difficult to recognize (B) as something stated in the passage.


A paraphrasing distracter is especially hard to recognize when it combines two or more separate ideas from the passage. Our research of the second paragraph revealed that Freed’s actions as a radio disc jockey were a factor in the success of rock and roll, and our research of the third paragraph revealed that Elvis Presley’s first appearance on television was another factor in the success of rock and roll. Choice (A) combines those two facts by stating that “The use of different broadcast media” was a factor. Radio is one broadcast medium, while television is a different broadcast medium. This combination made it harder to see that (A) appeared in the passage.


Incidentally, Freed’s actions as a radio disc jockey, which we identified as one factor in the success of rock and roll, involved playing rhythm and blues to a largely non-African-American radio audience, making (D) an incorrect choice.







Practice


Now, practice the strategies you’ve just learned. Read actively, pay attention to the author’s main idea, purpose, and key points, and create a passage map on paper before tackling the questions that follow the passage. The answers and explanations appear at the end of the chapter.




The Electoral College


Among the democracies of the world, the United States is distinguished by the manner in which its people select the country’s head of state. Neither a parliamentary system like that of the United Kingdom or Japan, nor a system of direct popular vote as in France or South Korea, the Electoral College used in the United States is complex, anachronistic, and a handicap to the democratic process. Some people argue that the elimination of the College is necessary to bring the United States into the world of modern democracy, with an energetic, involved electorate and presidents who are in touch with the needs and wants of the citizens who vote for them.


The great complexity of the current system has the unfortunate consequence of blinding most citizens to its workings. In effect, the Electoral College makes the presidential election into a two-stage process. Each of the 50 states is allotted a number of electoral votes, which are used only to elect the president. These votes correspond to the number of that state’s Congressional members: two for each state’s two senators, and a variable number for each state’s representatives, for a total of 538. As a result, states with small populations, like Alaska and Vermont, may have only three or four electors, while large states like California, Texas, or New York may have dozens. On Election Day, each state holds its own presidential vote, making the race into 50 little mini-elections. First, within each state, one presidential candidate wins the popular vote, which is the vote by the citizens. The winner chosen by the people is usually awarded all of that state’s electors. The ultimate victor is the candidate who wins the largest number of electoral votes nationwide. Therefore, it’s important for a candidate to win the popular vote in states with the most electoral votes.


Why was such a complex and problematic system ever imposed in the first place? The answer lies in the origins of the American federal system. When the country was established, there was relatively little sense of national identity. People identified themselves as citizens of their states first, as Americans second. Each state functioned a lot like an independent country, and so it made sense to make decisions that affected the entire nation at the state level. Furthermore, even in its earliest days, the United States was a very large country, stretching over 1,600 kilometers of coastline. Communication and transportation systems between disparate parts of the country were extremely poor, and so running campaigns nationally, rather than on a state-by-state basis, would have been quite difficult. So the Electoral College was provided as a solution.


But neither of these factors is any longer the case. Americans have developed a very strong sense of national identity and demand to play a direct role in the selection of their leaders. Mass media and powerful party organizations make national political campaigns easy to conduct. But there are further problems with the Electoral College system. Because presidential candidates know that they only need electoral votes, not popular votes, they avoid campaigning in small states, or states where they know their opponents are likely to win, creating a gulf between themselves and a significant fraction of the electorate. Furthermore, many members of political minorities don’t bother to vote at all, because they know that the candidate they support won’t win in their state anyway. Both situations have the effect of reducing citizen representation and form obstacles to a healthy democracy. The final problem with the electoral system is by far the largest one. Because of its “winner- take-all” nature, the Electoral College can actually elect a candidate who received fewer popular votes than the opposition, altogether thwarting the purpose of holding an election in the first place. This unfortunate circumstance has in fact come about several times in the nation’s history, as with the 2000 election of George W. Bush.


Its original justifications outmoded, its operations inscrutable, and its effects at odds with the goals of a democracy, the Electoral College is an institution that some would like to abandon. In its place, the United States should adopt a modern system of electing the president, one that will promote, not discourage, the full participation of all citizens. Such a method will remind our presidential candidates that it is the peoples’ voices that matter most.







	
4.Which of the following is NOT mentioned in paragraph 4 as being a problem with the Electoral College system?




	(A)There is a lack of connection between candidates and citizens.



	(B)Many people whose political party is not a major one do not vote.



	(C)Presidential candidates are reluctant to campaign in states with few electoral votes



	(D)Larger states have more influence over national policy than smaller states do.








	
5.In paragraph 3, the author’s description of the United States at the time of the nation’s founding mentions all of the following, EXCEPT




	(A)the autonomy of each state.



	(B)the size of the nation’s population.



	(C)the difficulty in travel between portions of the large country.



	(D)the challenge of communicating across the land.








	
6.The author makes all the following statements about modern Americans, EXCEPT




	(A)They are loyal to their political parties.



	(B)They have a strong sense of national identity.



	(C)They want to be directly involved in choosing their leaders.



	(D)They do not understand how the electoral system functions.








	
7.Which of the following is NOT mentioned in paragraph 2 about how the electoral college works?




	(A)Even the smallest states get more than two electoral votes.



	(B)Texas has more electors than Alaska.



	(C)The entire process involves more than one step.



	(D)The winner of a state’s popular vote always wins all of that state’s electors.
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