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RUN!


“Hurry up, Charlie!” Eugene McGillicudy urged his best friend. Charlie Thomas Jones rushed to keep up, but Eugene was moving superfast.


It was a big day! Eugene ran through the Sunnyview Mall. His feet thudded against the marble floor. His heart raced. He could smell the new comic books like a hungry dog smells bacon.


YUM!


This was all because today was New Comic Book Day!


I love the sound of that, Eugene thought. Then he thought it again.


New Comic Book Day!


It was the greatest day ever for Eugene, Charlie, and all comic book fans—the day when all the new comic books for the week came out. It was like Christmas, wrapped up in a birthday, sitting in a bucket of Halloween candy.


“Come on, Charlie!” Eugene called. “We don’t want to miss the new comics!”


Charlie’s backpack bounced against his back.


BOING! BOING! BOING!
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Eugene saw Super Superhero Superstore just ahead and ran even faster. With each step, Eugene thought of the treasures that waited for him on the shelves. What would the new issue of Super Dude contain? Would there be a Super Dude Winter Annual of Goodness vs. Evil? Or maybe a Super Dude February Spectacular?
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What’s that you say?


WHO IS SUPER DUDE?


Can it be that you’ve never heard of him? Is such a thing even possible?! Do you live in a world without comic books and TV shows and movies and all the awesome stuff that makes life awesome?
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Super Dude is the world’s greatest superhero—even gooder than the Incredible Good Guy and even smackier than Captain Smackdown. Super Dude is the superhero who once punched out the power-draining lights of the Fluorescent Freaky Freak and tackled the Soccerbull before he scored his evil goal of destruction.


But Super Dude was more to Eugene than just the greatest hero of all time. He was the reason Eugene became Sunnyview’s first and most awesome superhero. Secretly, you see, Eugene was the one, the only . . . CAPTAIN AWESOME!


MI-TEE!
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That’s right. Sunnyview had its very own superhero! And not just one, either.


With his best friend, Charlie (also known as Nacho Cheese Man), and their class’s pet hamster, Turbo, Eugene formed the Sunnyview Superhero Squad to stop the eviling of bad guys and to keep Sunnyview safe.


“Safety first!” That was the first rule of the Sunnyview Superhero Squad. And the second rule was “Buy new comic books every New Comic Book Day”—but only if they starred Super Dude or any of the Legion of Super Duders or the Super Dude Family.
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“Good morning, Eugene!” said Biggie Ulm, the big guy behind the counter. “How’s my favorite superhero?”


“Morning, Biggie! How’s my favorite comic book store?”


Eugene didn’t wait for an answer. He knew exactly where to go. He raced past the counter to the comic book rack. He passed copies of Beach Bummer: The Caped Clam Fighter No. 23, Clown Smasher No. 9, and Space Shuttle Romance No. 15. And then he saw it: the new issue of Super Dude. It was No. 384, with Super Dude delivering his one-two superslap in a story called The Pulse-Pounding Punch Out of Pecos Pepper.
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