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    The charity shop was crowded. The rain had produced a mixture of holiday-makers killing time and locals sheltering until the bus came. A woman in a bright pink top was

    simultaneously talking on a mobile phone and buying a pair of evening sandals from the elderly volunteer on the till.


  




  Ben liked it in here. It was warm, and he enjoyed looking through the videos. But today he had no money. He’d paid the rent for his room, then spent the rest down the pub. There was no

  more now until he got the social on Monday. And today was Friday.
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