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To the Fallen,
 Tiananmen Square,
 June 4, 1989





CAUTION

In order to accurately chronicle the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA), we have had to include graphic descriptions and images of PLA atrocities that some readers may find offensive.

—The authors





INTRODUCTION TO THE PAPERBACK EDITION


In early April 2001, just weeks after taking the oath of office, President George W. Bush faced his first international incident. This affair would show the new president—and all of America—that the People’s Republic of China (PRC) was not a “strategic partner,” as his predecessor had labeled the Communist dictatorship.

On April 1, a Chinese People’s Liberation Army Air Force F-8 fighter collided in midair with a U.S. Navy EP-3 patrol plane flying over the South China Sea. The Chinese pilot had made a complete mess of a routine intercept of the lumbering EP-3, and he paid the ultimate price for his poor flying skills: he lost his life. But in a feat of truly heroic flying, Lieutenant Shane Osborn managed to guide the severely damaged American plane to an emergency landing on China’s Hainan Island, saving the lives of all twenty-four crew members.

Although the Chinese pilot was responsible for the collision,1 an official Chinese spokesman angrily proclaimed, “The U.S. side has total responsibility for this event.” The Chinese refused to release the Americans, demanding a formal apology from the United States.

Yet the American flyers refused to accept blame for the Chinese pilot’s terrible airmanship, and President Bush backed them up. The president held firm, refusing to submit to the Communist Chinese demands to apologize. Finally, after eleven days, the Chinese government backed down and released the Americans, realizing that the Bush administration’s expression of regret over the loss of Chinese life was all it would get out of the United States.

Thus the code of the American military held firm: Loyalty up, loyalty down. And the Bush administration sent the clear message to the People’s Republic of China that the Clinton-Gore era was over.

A few short months later, on a beautiful September day, all Americans would come to understand the need for this firm stance, for vigilance. On September 11, 2001, America suffered the worst surprise attack in our history. Those tragic events revealed why we as a nation must be ever vigilant. For, while the tactics used to kill innocent American citizens were startling, the fact that enemies of this country would seek to do evil to the United States should have been no surprise.

In this book, we make the case for continued vigilance. Even while the United States fights a global war against terrorism, Americans should not lose sight of the fact that the PRC poses a significant threat to American national security.

If one has to be reminded of why Communist China is such a deadly threat, one need look no further than Chapter 7 of this book, “Arming the Terrorists.” In fact, since we published the hardcover edition of Red Dragon Rising in November 1999, the PRC has continued its policy of selling weapons of mass destruction to terrorist nations or others in sensitive regions. The last two years of the Clinton administration witnessed the old, dreary pattern we outline in this book: The CIA would discover this or that illicit sale, nothing would be done  about it, and then someone would leak it to the newspapers. The CIA and Defense Department reports on Chinese proliferation were written in the usual bureaucratese, but the implications were obvious. For example, a January 2001 Pentagon report stated, “China continues to be a source of missile-related technology” to terrorist or unstable regimes.2


But the Bush administration has offered hope, making it clear that the United States is now serious about Chinese proliferation practices. In the summer of 2001, John Bolton, the undersecretary of state for security matters, sanctioned Chinese companies for chemical weapons transfers to Iran, and in September, Chinese firms were sanctioned for missile sales to Pakistan. In spite of serious complaints by the Chinese government, the sanctions were still on at year’s end.

One should also look at Chapter 12, “Surrounding India,” in light of events on December 13, 2001. On that day, five terrorists attacked the Indian Parliament building in New Delhi, intending, apparently, to assassinate the Indian prime minister and perhaps the home minister. Pakistan’s intelligence service became the immediate suspect, and tensions escalated to the point that, by the New Year, observers feared a nuclear confrontation. 3 And as we reveal in Chapter 12, Pakistan can thank Communist China for its entire nuclear weapons capability. Without China’s mischief-making-for-money, there would have been no threat of a nuclear disaster.




U.S.-CHINA RELATIONS 

The Clinton-Gore tilt to Beijing left a mess for President Bush and his team when they came into office. First the Bush administration discovered that, during the later Clinton-Gore years, the PRC had mounted a massive program of intimidation aimed at visiting American scholars. Some of them, charged with spying, were secretly languishing in Communist Chinese jails. As  one Chinese-American scholar pointed out in the Wall Street Journal, the “state secrets” he allegedly purchased were nothing more than Chinese books for Dickinson College, where he served as a staff librarian.4 The Clinton administration had kept all of this secret from the American people and Congress.

The April 1, 2001, EP-3 aircraft incident came as the administration was beginning to address this problem. The tough stance Bush adopted in response to that incident was particularly important because it came in the context of mounting PRC threats against the island nation of Taiwan. As we document in Chapter 10 of this book, “Seizing Taiwan,” Beijing intends to end democracy on the island and has radically stepped up its efforts to do so—by force. But on April 25, 2001, President Bush further distanced himself from his predecessor by putting the PRC on notice that the United States would do “whatever it took” to defend Taiwan. The Bush Doctrine was quietly lauded around the Asia-Pacific region. As one commentator noted, the PRC’s “increasingly aggressive and bullying tactics were never adequately challenged by President Clinton.”5


Still, President Bush and his administration must remain alert to the threat posed by Communist China. In Red Dragon Rising , we document how Beijing has significantly built up and modernized its military, and it must be noted that the Chinese have continued this buildup in the months since the hardcover edition of this book was published. Consider the following:
■ In 2001 the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) began a new five-year program of military modernization that includes vastly increased spending, more arms purchases from Russia, and much more realistic training under near-combat conditions.6 

■ The PRC increased the PLA’s budget by 17.7 percent in 2001, the twelfth straight year of double-digit increases. The Communist Chinese press is joyfully predicting another hefty increase for 2002.7 

■ For $1 billion, the Russians have sold two more Sovremenny-class destroyers. These vessels will be significantly more effective than the two Sovremennys already delivered to the PLA navy (see pages 166–167).

■ The PLA appears to be taking over the Russian intelligence facility in Cuba.8 

■ A large consignment of smuggled Chinese arms was discovered on its way to separatists in northeastern India.9 








HUMAN RIGHTS 


Red Dragon Rising is, perhaps above all else, a chronicle of Communist China’s long history of aggression and human rights abuses. (Those who doubt the lengths to which the Communist regime will go to preserve its grip on power—even if it means slaughtering innocent Chinese civilians—should carefully read Chapter 2, “Assault on a City.”)

Sadly, but unsurprisingly, the Chinese Communist Party’s assault on the Chinese people continues. Christianity was declared an “evil cult” by Communist judges, and two leaders of an underground Protestant church were sentenced to the firing squad for their religious activity.10 Hundreds of religious believers have died in police custody or labor camps in the past two years.11 The Washington Post reported widespread use of officially sanctioned torture and brainwashing directed against the Falun Gong spiritual movement.12 Twelve Chinese Christians were sent to the PRC’s slave labor camps for three years each, charged with holding private religious services.13 The 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre remains a sensitive issue with the  Chinese Communist Party, and anyone discussing that bloody crackdown risks serious jail time. (One person was sentenced to four years in jail simply for e-mailing articles that criticized official attitudes toward Tiananmen.)14 Just before President Bush visited China in October 2001, the PRC quietly lifted its blocks on foreign Web sites such as CNN, the BBC, and Reuters—but reinstituted the blocks as soon as the president left.15 Clearly the Internet is not going to make the Chinese people free, so long as the Chinese Communist Party is around.




THE TRUE CLINTON-GORE LEGACY 

In our first book, Year of the Rat, we documented how Communist China penetrated the Clinton-Gore administration through millions of dollars in illegal campaign contributions. One figure we discussed in that book was Ernest Green, who introduced President Clinton to Macau criminal (and major Democratic donor) Ng Lapseng. Christmas 2001 brought the news that Green had pleaded guilty to income tax evasion. He seemed to have forgotten the $30,000 he received from convicted Chinagate figure Charlie Trie. At the time of this writing, Green was facing a possible one-year jail term and $100,000 in fines. He was the twenty-seventh person charged in the Clinton-Gore campaign money scandals.

In return for unspecified “cooperation,” the Justice Department agreed not to prosecute Green for possible perjury (lying to Congress and a federal grand jury). The department also agreed not to look into his wife’s possible illegal campaign contributions to the Clinton-Gore money-for-influence machine.16


What “cooperation” might Green be able to provide to the feds? First of all, we can only conclude that the undeclared $30,000 came from Chinese military intelligence or Chinese arms dealers, since Trie had no other sources of money. Green might be able to shed some light on those operations based on  whatever he learned from Trie or Wang Jun, the Chinese arms dealer he took to one of the infamous White House coffees.

Perhaps more important, in light of September 11 and its aftermath, is the question of biological warfare. As we noted in the paperback edition of Year of the Rat,17 Charlie Trie received tens of thousands of dollars from the Chinese for brokering the sale of laboratory equipment to a biological institute in China. The institute is in the same town as China’s largest biological warfare center. Like Green, Trie has pleaded guilty and cut his own deal with authorities, but Green might be able to fill in any gaps in Trie’s memory. No credible person has suggested that the PRC has stopped its illicit biological weapons program, and Green might have a piece of valuable intelligence for the CIA or FBI.

Americans will have to wait and see just how deep the Communist Chinese penetration went and just how much harm the Clinton-Gore administration did.




A LOOK AHEAD 

Given the damage that the Clinton-Gore administration has caused, President Bush faces a difficult task in handling the PRC, but so far, it seems, he is up to the job of holding firm against Beijing. That is vital, for as this book makes clear, the United States must never ignore the threat posed by Communist China.

President Bush and his team have also been outstanding in executing the war against terrorism. As we look ahead, we can see that the administration must act to prepare this country for further conflict. September 11 was a tragic reminder that there are enemies of this country who can and will do damage to America. And the potential exists for a truly global conflict: China is watching and waiting, pondering a move against Taiwan; North Korea is posturing, saying it might invade South  Korea; Iran, Iraq, Syria, Libya, Sudan, and Somalia are state sponsors of terrorism; terrorists are threatening Israel and the Philippines. In short, the United States needs a broad-based mobilization effort.

All prudent military and defense measures should be put on the table immediately. The first priority is defending American citizens, and an across-the-board mobilization of America will be seen not as provocative but as prudent. If the U.S. government states up front exactly which measures it is taking, our allies will see we are dedicated to protecting ourselves—and them. And, more important, we will send our enemies the message that we will do whatever it takes to stand up to aggression.

On the defense and foreign policy side, it is simple. Double the military, and double again if need be. Because American forces could be engaged in conflicts around the world rather soon, America cannot take the chance of not being prepared. In terms of aircraft, the United States must consider building more B-2s, making the F-22, JSF, and Osprey operational as soon as possible, and increasing F/A-18 production runs. The U.S. Army and Marine Corps must increase in size. “Mothballed” ships should be inspected. The industrial base should be mobilized for munitions production. Finally, most importantly, the United States must go full speed ahead on a ballistic missile defense program because China is still proliferating missile technology to rogue nations that we may go to war with.

Such a major financial commitment is difficult but necessary. America cannot waste time. Certainly we hope that the United States will not need to employ any of the above measures. But what if this country does in fact need to use them and they are not available? That would be tragic.





CHAPTER 1

RED DRAGON RISING


On a crisp autumn evening in 1997, guests at a White House state dinner listened as President William Jefferson Clinton warmly welcomed President Jiang Zemin, the leader of the People’s Republic of China (PRC), the Communist regime that holds a fifth of the world’s population in its grasp. That day, the American president had forged a strategic partnership with the Chinese Communist government, 1 a totalitarian regime that has been responsible for enormous evil. Clinton’s effusive, almost fawning toast celebrated peace and prosperity between the United States and the PRC.2


It would take a year and a half for the House of Representatives, the people’s body, to begin stripping away the Clinton administration’s camouflage disguising the truth about Communist China. In May of 1999 a select congressional committee, in a unanimous, bipartisan vote, identified President Clinton’s betrayal of his most sacred trust—safeguarding the national security of America. This is President Clinton’s legacy.
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At last, the report was made public. On May 25, 1999, Representatives Christopher Cox (R-California) and Norm Dicks  (D-Washington) delivered their committee’s unanimous findings. After a five-month struggle with the Clinton White House over the report’s declassification and release, Cox and Dicks revealed the central conclusion of their committee’s six-month investigation: The PRC has stolen America’s most advanced nuclear weapons secrets, and Chinese espionage “almost certainly continues today.”3


The Cox Report was a stunning document. It made headlines across the country and dominated television and radio news programs. For the first time, many Americans began to consider that Communist China—armed with nuclear weapons—might target the United States.

But inevitably, as one news cycle ended, another began, and America’s focus shifted away from the Cox Committee’s shocking findings.

Still, the larger implications of the Cox Report cannot safely be ignored. In fact, the congressional committee told only a small part of the story. Communist China poses an extraordinary military threat to the United States and the rest of the world.

The thesis of this work is simple: The democratic countries are about to be unpleasantly surprised by the emergence of a hostile, expansionist, nondemocratic superpower armed with the most modern weapons . . . and it will be our fault.

In short, through a misguided foreign policy that has sacrificed national security for money and personal political power, the Clinton-Gore administration has materially assisted Beijing’s military ambitions.




THE PLA: COMMUNIST POWER AT THE POINT OF A BAYONET 

For a half-century the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has ruled China. Its administrative apparatus is known as the People’s Republic of China, but essential to the Party’s survival is its  military arm, the People’s Liberation Army (PLA), which enforces the CCP’s power.

When one asks, “Is China a threat?” the real question should be, “Is the PLA a threat?” To answer that question, consider that the PLA:
■ is targeting the American people with nuclear weapons4 and is developing entirely new generations of land-, sea-, and space-based strategic weapons systems capable of threatening any location on the planet;

■ is preparing for computer warfare (“information warfare”) against the American homeland, putting all Americans at risk;

■ is selling the critical equipment necessary to make nuclear weapons, poison gas, biological weapons, and ballistic and cruise missiles to the most brutal terrorist regimes—Iran, Iraq, Libya, Syria, and North Korea—posing a direct strategic threat to the United States and its allies, including Israel, Japan, India, and even southern Europe;

■ conducted a ballistic missile blockade of Taiwan and intends to end democracy on the island—by force, if necessary;

■ murdered thousands of its own people during the June 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre in order to maintain the Chinese Communist regime in power;

■ has an unparalleled history of aggression, including, since 1949, unprovoked military attacks on South Korea, India, Vietnam, and the Soviet Union, as well as armed subversion against Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia, and other Asian and African countries;

■ has invaded and seized control of one of its neighbors, Tibet, and is slowly taking control of another, Burma; 


■ is, largely in secret, building a vast war machine based on the most modern weapons and tactics to support the PRC’s plans for regional domination;

■ is financing its military modernization program by its arms sales to terrorist nations—the PLA and its related industries are willing to sell any weapon to any person, group, or country, no matter what the consequences, to support the silent military buildup; and

■ is gathering military technology by spying, colluding with Western high-tech firms, and perhaps gaining influence within some Western governments.





Based on this horrifying record, we believe that the PLA is a very real threat. First and foremost, the PLA, the ultimate enforcer of Communist rule in China, is a threat to its own people, as it demonstrated when PLA troops shot down thousands of innocent Chinese demonstrators at Tiananmen in June 1989. But the PLA also threatens neighboring Asian countries that stand in the way of its drive for dominance, as well as nations around the world that could be victimized by PLA arms sales to terrorist nations. We further believe that unbridled PLA modernization is fast making it a threat to the rest of the world, especially the United States, which must aid those who are threatened.


The Clinton-Gore administration has welcomed to Washington six of the seven uniformed generals directly responsible for the Tiananmen Square massacre.



These threats—to the Chinese people themselves, to all of Asia, and to the United States and democratic countries around the globe—make continued Communist Party domination of China today’s leading national security concern.




IGNORING THE RECORD 

Our first book, Year of the Rat, presented the results of our investigation into the most successful case of high-level bribery in Washington. A hostile foreign power penetrated the American government with money and influence to an extent never before seen in the history of our country. Millions of dollars in illegal campaign contributions originating from Communist Chinese sources flowed into the Clinton-Gore campaign coffers. In return, President Clinton and Vice President Gore made a number of policy decisions that directly promoted their benefactors’ ambitions, to the ultimate detriment of the American people. Although the results of our investigation have been confirmed by the Cox Report and subsequent news accounts, we concluded that the consequences of these acts could not be understood properly without an appreciation of Communist China and its military.


Red Dragon Rising is a Bill of Indictment against the Chinese People’s Liberation Army and the Clinton-Gore administration for helping the Communist Chinese regime move closer to its dangerous goals.

The Clinton-Gore administration refuses to see Communist China for what it is: a brutal, expansionist regime that will go to any length to fulfill its territorial ambitions. The PLA’s fifty years of armed aggression and subversion against China’s neighbors have accounted for the deaths of millions and for devastation throughout Asia. And today, the Tiananmen Square killers infest the highest ranks of the Chinese military establishment. Having butchered young Chinese people without hesitation, they would have no reluctance to do the same to foreigners.

But on President Bill Clinton and Vice President Al Gore’s watch, the PLA’s image has been rehabilitated, despite the atrocities it committed just a decade ago at Tiananmen. The Clinton-Gore administration has gone so far as to welcome to Washington six of the seven uniformed generals5 directly responsible for the massacre. In one case, the American taxpayers even paid for the Hawaiian vacation of a Tiananmen Square general and his party.6 Under ordinary circumstances, a foreign army general known to have the blood of his countrymen on his hands cannot safely travel to a democratic country, as General Pinochet of Chile discovered in the winter of 1998–1999, when Britain stripped him of his diplomatic status and arrested him. But if the blood on the hands of the general comes from young Chinese, the result, it seems, is entirely different—at least under Clinton and Gore, as long as they’re receiving Chinese campaign contributions.

In the United States, none of this is made public. But photos of Chinese generals smiling with President Clinton in the Oval Office have run on the front page of almost every major Chinese and Hong Kong newspaper, sending a clear message to Chinese patriots: The United States government at its highest levels endorses the Chinese people’s oppressors.

Moreover, by seeking to form a “strategic partnership” with the PRC, President Clinton and Vice President Gore have disregarded fundamental national security concerns. Under the Clinton-Gore administration democratic Taiwan has been bullied with nuclear-capable missiles, the Philippines has lost some of its territory, PLA weapons of mass destruction have gone to terrorist nations, and the PLA has developed a computer warfare capability that threatens to turn American cities into infernos.

In documenting the crimes of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army, its bloody history, its ambitions, its burgeoning capabilities, and the risks it poses unless Americans and their democratic allies can stop it, Red Dragon Rising will reveal how Bill Clinton and Al Gore abetted the leading national security threat of our time, including:
■ how secret Oval Office meetings with senior PLA generals rehabilitated the murderers of Chinese young people at Tiananmen and discouraged the democracy movement in China;

■ how the failure to support America’s democratic allies in Asia makes war in the region more likely;

■ how the coverup of Chinese arms sales to terrorist countries puts the entire world at risk; and

■ how the presidentially authorized release of six hundred American supercomputers at the beginning of the 1996 presidential campaign led directly to an unprecedented threat to America.





If the United States and the other great democracies do not move quickly to counter Communist China’s military ambitions, America and its allies will soon suffer the devastating consequences of having ignored the dragon rising in the East.





PART I

A HOSTILE FORCE





CHAPTER 2

ASSAULT ON A CITY

The PLA conducted a multi-division assault on Tiananmen Square.1



 


—Brigadier General Michael T. Byrnes, defense attaché,
 United States Embassy, Beijing

 



 



 




“Don’t go out there! There’s firing in the streets!”2 Dr. Jonathan Mirsky, the China correspondent for London’s Observer newspaper, could hear the gunfire even through the massive walls of Beijing’s Imperial Palace. Built as a majestic bulwark between the Chinese people and the emperor, these walls seemed as thin as rice paper to Dr. Mirsky when the onslaught began. About midnight on June 3–4, 1989, he had entered the Forbidden City via a side gate and was making his way to Tiananmen Square through a long tunnel. Just then he heard the warning from Robert Delfs of Hong Kong’s Far Eastern Economic Review and Sandra Burton of Time magazine, who had already witnessed the initial shooting.

But Mirsky was determined. A former Dartmouth College associate professor of Chinese, Dr. Mirsky had devoted more  than thirty-five years of his professional life to studying China, and he was not going to miss one of the most momentous events in modern Chinese history—no matter how dangerous.

The decision almost cost him his life.

Mirsky moved to a bridge to get a better view of Tiananmen Square—at 100 acres, the largest public square in the world. Towering over the north end was the 120-foot-high Tiananmen (meaning “Heavenly Gate” in Chinese), the entrance to the Forbidden City atop which Mao Zedong had proclaimed the People’s Republic of China on October 1, 1949. From his vantage point on one of the Ming Dynasty–era marble bridges that cross over the small moat running in front of the gate, Mirsky could see the twelve-lane Changan (“Eternal Peace”) Avenue that cuts through the square.

The main body of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army came from Mirsky’s right, down West Changan Avenue. First came a single armored personnel carrier followed by a platoon of tanks and companies of infantry. As Amnesty International reported, the armored personnel carrier crushed demonstrators under its treads, “killing and injuring many people.”3


At the northwest corner, where West Changan Avenue enters the square, the people of Beijing put up what resistance unarmed civilians could muster against the heavily armed soldiers. Mirsky could see sparks on the pavement where the machine gun bullets were bouncing off. A man just to Mirsky’s left took a bullet to the chest and crumpled to the ground, a red circle spreading across his white shirt. Tossing Molotov cocktails, some young people on the marble bridges battled squads of paramilitary People’s Armed Police that flooded out of the tunnels leading from the Forbidden City. But untrained civilians with homemade gasoline bombs are no match for fully armed and disciplined troops, and the boys on the bridges were beaten to the ground and shot where they lay.

“You m———f———foreign journalist!” Spotting an inconvenient witness, the People’s Armed Police turned on Mirsky and began to beat him with long truncheons. He held onto the marble balustrade of the little bridge, knowing that if he fell, the People’s Armed Police would shoot him on the ground. Just when it seemed the end was near, Robert Thomson of London’s Financial Times and the Italian vice consul courageously pulled him to safety.

Mirsky was temporarily blind and deaf; his arm and jaw were broken; he had lost a tooth, and he had a concussion. But he was alive. Wounded and dying Chinese civilians lay around him.


The People’s Liberation Army gunned down innocent bystanders; when an ambulance rushed to the scene, the troops murdered the doctors and nurses, too.



By 6 AM on the morning of June 4, his hearing and sight returned enough for him to file his story from the Beijing Hotel, two blocks east of the square. Under the headline “Bloodbath in Tiananmen,” he wrote:
The People’s Liberation Army smashed its way into the centre of Peking early today, breaching the heart of the people’s revolt and starting a bloodbath that left more than 100 dead and hundreds more wounded. Tiananmen Square became a place of horror, where tanks and troops fought with students and workers, where armoured personnel carriers burned and blood lay in pools on the stones.4






But Mirsky would witness even more PLA gunfire. At about 10 o’clock that morning, a crowd of anxious Chinese parents seeking word of their children gathered on East Changan Avenue directly in front of the Beijing Hotel.5 As Mirsky watched in horror, PLA troops opened fire with machine guns, mowing down innocent parents and bystanders. When an  ambulance from Beijing’s Capital Hospital rushed to the scene, PLA troops murdered the white-gowned doctors and nurses as well.6 Looking down on the carnage from a Beijing Hotel balcony, Jan Wong of the Toronto Globe and Mail counted twenty bodies.7


Mirsky’s experiences were not unique. For about twenty-four hours beginning on the evening of June 3, the people of Beijing fought the Communist Chinese Army.8 By the time the PLA armored column reached Mirsky’s perch on the north side of Tiananmen Square, it had already gone through at least three major battles with civilians. One of the most significant contests took place at the Muxidi intersection two miles west of the square, beginning at about 9:30 PM. Thousands of civilians had turned buses and heavy trucks into a barricade to block the PLA’s route into central Beijing. Armed only with their defiance, the people fended off the army for two hours.

But the end was inevitable. At first the troops were restrained, but at about 11 PM the PLA went on a rampage.9 PLA armor broke through the flaming bus barricade, and waves of infantry fired on the crowd with their automatic AK-47s. Students from at least four of Beijing’s universities died with their school banners flying.10 A dozen fleeing students were struck in the back.11 Pierre Hurel of Paris Match saw at least thirty people fall before he, too, was hit by a ricocheting bullet.12


During a letup in the firing Associated Press reporter John Pomfret jumped on his bicycle and rode eastward through alleyways and small streets parallel to the soldiers’ assault down Changan Avenue. Pomfret passed by the next scene of carnage at Fuxingmen overpass, where PLA armor rolled over Chinese civilians, turning them into human paste.13 At about 11:30 PM Pomfret arrived just west of Tiananmen in time to see the lead armored personnel carriers turn their machine  guns on another crowd of civilians. One man next to him was shot in the face, and bodies littered the streets on both sides of the intersection.14


The PLA atrocities continued. At about 5 AM the Chinese students holding the southern end of the square negotiated a retreat, but as the marchers crossed West Changan Avenue on their way home, an armored personnel carrier deliberately crashed into the back of the column, crushing eleven students to death.15 Michael Fathers and Andrew Higgins of London’s Independent newspaper reported that agonized schoolmates from Beijing’s University of Politics and Law packed the bodies of victims in ice and for several days wheeled them from school to school, showing the work of the PLA.16


Later on the afternoon of the 4th a platoon of soldiers suddenly broke out of its position east of the square and began shooting at a crowd of civilians. Pomfret and others ran up a narrow alleyway, but the troops fired into the alcoves where they had taken refuge. When the firing stopped, Pomfret could see wounded and dying lying in the streets and alleys.17


Other witnesses—who risked their lives to document the atrocities—tell a similar story. At about 3:30 AM on June 4, Colin Nickerson of the Boston Globe personally saw at least eight people killed and dozens wounded in a single, five-minute machine gun volley near the Forbidden City.18 Edward Neilan of the Washington Times saw an old man carrying a bamboo bird cage shout at the soldiers, “You’re not Chinese, you’re animals”; one of the soldiers simply turned his AK-47 assault rifle on the old man.19


After rescuing Dr. Mirsky, Robert Thomson of the Financial Times returned to the square in time to see the troops begin their final sweep. “When the next round of gunfire began, there was no panic,” he reported, but “two youths crumpled within a  few yards of me.”20 Between 2 AM and 3 AM a worker from the Capital Iron and Steel Works counted twenty-nine young men and women shot dead as the PLA cleared the square.21


On the night of the massacre, a brave woman, the New York Times’s Sheryl WuDunn, put on local clothes—so as not to be identified as a Westerner—and went out into the street to get the story:22 
Tens of thousands of Chinese troops retook the center of the capital early this morning from pro-democracy demonstrators, killing scores of students and workers and wounding hundreds more as they fired submachine guns at crowds of people who tried to resist. . . . Most of the dead had been shot, but some had been run over by armored personnel carriers that forced their way through barricades erected by local residents.23






Even the Communist Party–owned Ta Kung Pao newspaper in Hong Kong condemned the violence. Its June 4 issue appeared with a black border and reported that “scores of people—students and Peking citizens—were shot dead.” The editors proclaimed, “Those who have committed this error will come under the judgement of history.”24 Another Communist Party–owned newspaper in Hong Kong, Wen Wei Po, reported that Party officials told the PLA troops “not to mind if people are killed.”25 Wen Wei Po reported that “the number of residents killed is at least 5,000 while those injured number about 30,000.”26 Before its reporter was yanked off the air, Radio Beijing reported, “Thousands of people, most of them innocent civilians, were killed by fully armed soldiers when they forced their way into the city.”27


Intense civilian-soldier battles took place all over the city. Just before dawn, veteran war correspondent David Aikman  “counted shooting in eight different parts of the City of Beijing, tracer fire ricocheting through the sky.”28 Aikman later reported, “There were sounds of much heavier firing, probably tank shells or very heavy machine guns.”29 According to Aikman, “This was some of the heavier shooting I had ever witnessed as a reporter.”30


A major struggle surely took place at the Temple of Heaven, a major tourist attraction south and east of the square. The next morning an eyewitness reported that the scene looked like “a civil war had taken place. Everywhere, every intersection, there were burned-out vehicles: jeeps, military vehicles, APCs [armored personnel carriers].”31 At the Temple of Heaven Hospital the dead ranged from a fifty-nine-year-old factory worker to a twenty-year-old student.32 Just south of the square, seven people were reported shot early in the evening, the victims of incoming troops.33



A four-year-old girl was shot while she held her mother’s hand.



Some estimate of unreported battles can be made from the casualty lists at Beijing hospitals. Evidently students had a major confrontation with troops in northern Beijing, as a number of students were hospitalized with severe burns from flamethrowers, a common PLA weapon.34 Before the PLA ordered officials to cease giving out casualty lists, the hospital reported 95 dead and 125 wounded.35 And three hospitals in the south of Beijing reported more than a hundred dead.36 According to British intelligence, General Zhang Wannian’s 15th Airborne paratroopers had “mowed down blockading students and citizens.”37


Beijing’s hospitals were unprepared for such carnage. Fuxing Hospital, a small facility closest to the early fighting at Muxidi, was overwhelmed. By morning dozens of bodies were laid out in the parking lot, the oldest sixty-three years of age, the  youngest, three.38 Doctors at Beijing’s Capital Hospital reported that a four-year-old girl had been shot while she held her mother’s hand.39


On one point the PLA and the demonstrators were in agreement: The dead and wounded had to disappear, and quickly. In its account of the massacre, the International League for Human Rights reported:
The Chinese government has gone to considerable lengths to prevent the true figures from ever emerging. It has prohibited hospitals and mortuaries from disclosing figures of fatalities; troops burnt bodies on the spot in Tiananmen Square, presumably without identification or notification to relatives; and army helicopters were used to airlift bodies and remains to unknown locations.40






The wounded wanted to be treated and leave the hospital immediately—a gunshot wound was evidence of counterrevolutionary activity, a serious crime in China. Doctors in Beijing’s hospitals colluded with the students to transfer them as soon as possible,41 and families of the dead collected their relatives as fast as they could for a rapid (and private) cremation.42 In China today, relatives of dead counterrevolutionaries risk losing all social benefits.43


How many people were killed in Beijing on June 3–4, 1989, and in the immediate aftermath? There have been many estimates, but we believe the PLA killed between 4,000 and 6,000 civilians. Early on the morning of June 4, the Chinese Red Cross announced that 2,600 had died, and later that day the Swiss ambassador, who has diplomatic responsibility for the International Red Cross, calculated 2,700 civilian deaths.44 But as Amnesty International points out, PLA troops continued to  open fire on civilians for several days after the June 3–4 massacre, 45 so the number of dead and wounded exceeded the Red Cross’s quick count on the morning of the 4th. On June 6, for example, tanks clearing streets for supply trucks opened fire on a group of children, killing two fourteen-year-old boys and a twelve-year-old girl.46
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