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WARNING:


Climbing is a sport where you may be seriously injured or die. Read this before you use this book.




This guidebook is a compilation of unverified information gathered from many different climbers. The authors cannot assure the accuracy of any of the information in this book, including the topos and route descriptions, the difficulty ratings, and the protection ratings. These may be incorrect or misleading, as ratings of climbing difficulty and danger are always subjective and depend on the physical characteristics (for example, height), experience, technical ability, confidence, and physical fitness of the climber who supplied the rating. Additionally, climbers who achieve first ascents sometimes underrate the difficulty or danger of the climbing route. Therefore, be warned that you must exercise your own judgment on where a climbing route goes, its difficulty, and your ability to safely protect yourself from the risks of rock climbing. Examples of some of these risks are: falling due to technical difficulty or due to natural hazards such as holds breaking, falling rock, climbing equipment dropped by other climbers, hazards of weather and lightning, your own equipment failure, and failure or absence of fixed protection.




You should not depend on any information gleaned from this book for your personal safety; your safety depends on your own good judgment, based on experience and a realistic assessment of your climbing ability. If you have any doubt as to your ability to safely climb a route described in this book, do not attempt it.




The following are some ways to make your use of this book safer:




1. Consultation: You should consult with other climbers about the difficulty and danger of a particular climb prior to attempting it. Most local climbers are glad to give advice on routes in their area; we suggest that you contact locals to confirm ratings and safety of particular routes and to obtain first-hand information about a route chosen from this book.




2. Instruction: Most climbing areas have local climbing instructors and guides available. We recommend that you engage an instructor or guide to learn safety techniques and to become familiar with the routes and hazards of the areas described in this book. Even after you are proficient in climbing safely, occasional use of a guide is a safe way to raise your climbing standard and learn advanced techniques.




3. Fixed Protection: Some of the routes in this book may use bolts and pitons that are permanently placed in the rock. Because of variances in the manner of placement, weathering, metal fatigue, the quality of the metal used, and many other factors, these fixed protection pieces should always be considered suspect and should always be backed up by equipment that you place yourself. Never depend on a single piece of fixed protection for your safety, because you never can tell whether it will hold weight. In some cases, fixed protection may have been removed or is now missing. However, climbers should not always add new pieces of protection unless existing protection is faulty. Existing protection can be tested by an experienced climber and its strength determined. Climbers are strongly encouraged not to add bolts and drilled pitons to a route. They need to climb the route in the style of the first ascent party (or better) or choose a route within their ability—a route to which they do not have to add additional fixed anchors.




Be aware of the following specific potential hazards that could arise in using this book:




1. Incorrect Descriptions of Routes: If you climb a route and you have a doubt as to where it goes, you should not continue unless you are sure that you can go that way safely. Route descriptions and topos in this book could be inaccurate or misleading.




2. Incorrect Difficulty Rating: A route might be more difficult than the rating indicates. Do not be lulled into a false sense of security by the difficulty rating.




3. Incorrect Protection Rating: If you climb a route and you are unable to arrange adequate protection from the risk of falling through the use of fixed pitons or bolts and by placing your own protection devices, do not assume that there is adequate protection available higher just because the route protection rating indicates the route does not have an X or an R rating. Every route is potentially an X (a fall may be deadly), due to the inherent hazards of climbing—including, for example, failure or absence of fixed protection, your own equipment’s failure, or improper use of climbing equipment.




There are no warranties, whether expressed or implied, that this guidebook is accurate or that the information contained in it is reliable. There are no warranties of fitness for a particular purpose or that this guide is merchantable. Your use of this book indicates your assumption of the risk that it may contain errors and is an acknowledgment of your own sole responsibility for your climbing safety.
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Tuolumne Meadows














INTRODUCTION


Clean, solid golden granite, clear skies, and an airy high-country atmosphere—this is Tuolumne. This book describes the rock-climbing routes in a region of classically rounded, granite domes within Yosemite National Park in California. The majority of these domes and cliffs overlook a 7-mile stretch of road (Highway 120) leading into Tuolumne Meadows, the largest sub-alpine meadow of the Sierra Nevada. Referred to as “Tuolumne” or “The Meadows” by climbers, this area is 60 miles from Yosemite Valley and is on the eastern border of Central California. At 8,500 feet, it is pristine and beautiful and almost always cool in summer. It offers the rock climber excellent face and crack climbing on sound white and orange granite, as well as excellent alpine rock climbs on some of the surrounding high peaks.




Tuolumne Meadows is an hour and a half drive from Yosemite Valley. Take Highway 120 west out of the valley to Crane Flat and then turn right onto Highway 120 East, the Tioga Road. From here to Tuolumne Meadows is 36 miles. If you continue east on Highway 120, it will bring you to Highway 395, from which Lake Tahoe is a three-hour drive north. The Owens River Gorge and the Buttermilks are two hours south. The Tioga Road is closed from late October to mid-May due to snow.




The fee schedule to get into Yosemite is:




Car: $20 (valid seven days)




Individual (on bus, motorcycle, bicycle, foot, or horse): $10




Yosemite Pass: $40 (Good for one year in Yosemite National Park.)




National Parks Pass: $50 (Good for one year in all U.S. National Parks.)




Golden Eagle Pass: $65 (Good for one year to all U.S. National Parks, BLM lands, and some Forest Service lands.)




Golden Access Pass: free (For permanently disabled U.S. citizens and residents.)




Golden Age Pass: $10 (For U.S. residents and citizens more than sixty-two years old.)




Car and individual fees are valid for seven days; Golden Access and Golden Age Passes are valid for life; all other passes are valid for one year.






SERVICES


A hiker’s bus from Yosemite Valley to Tuolumne Meadows runs daily during the summer. A fee is charged for this service. The bus driver will stop at trailheads along the Tioga Road between Yosemite Valley and Tuolumne Meadows if you inform the driver in advance. There is also a free shuttle bus that runs from Tuolumne Meadows Lodge to Olmstead Point from mid-June to Labor Day, making stops every half hour. This bus will stop at most places along this corridor.




A small store, grill, gas station, and climbing school are located in The Meadows. Also located here is a large campground. The current price is $18 per day, per site, with a maximum of six people per site. This campground is usually booked out, especially in July and August, so make reservations early. You may make reservations for Yosemite Valley, Hodgdon Meadow, and Tuolumne Meadows through the National Park Reservation Center at (800) 436-PARK (7275) or by visiting their Web site at http://reservations.nps.gov. International callers should use (301) 722–1257;TDD (888) 530–9796.




There are bears around so proper food storage is essential; follow the Park Service guidelines or you will probably get a ticket. Store all food items in the provided bear boxes and never leave food in your car overnight. Many cars have been broken into by bears and have literally been destroyed. Keep all climbing and camping gear hidden in your car just in case some rip-off artist is in the area.




Tuolumne Meadows Lodge is 1 mile east of the main campground. Rooms, showers, and meals can be purchased here. Visit the Delaware North Companies Inc. (DNC) Web site at www.yosemitepark.com for more information.




For a real treat, drive 20 miles east toward Highway 395 to the Mobile Gas Station at the junction of Highway 120 and Highway 395. Found here is the world-famous “Wo Nellie Deli,” featuring awesome pizza, burgers, fish tacos, ahi salads, and local homemade beer. You can sit on the outside lawn overlooking Mono Lake and enjoy the warm summer breeze as you relax after a tough day of climbing. Sometimes there are bands on the weekend. A laundromat, showers, bar, cafes, and cheaper food can be found just north on Highway 395 in LeeVining,




An escape from Tuolumne to the east side can be a pleasant diversion. The June Lake Boulders, Clark Canyon, and Deadman climbing/bouldering areas are just twenty-five minutes south on Highway 395. Steep, overhanging, pocketed volcanic rock, with great topropes and some short leads, are found at these areas. The town of Mammoth Lakes is 30 miles south on Highway 395 from the Mobil Gas Station. Here you’ll find banks, a large grocery store, movie theaters, great restaurants, a climbing shop, and tons of other stores.




Another hour’s travel south on Highway 395 will bring you to the Owens River Gorge, which is just north of Bishop. And of course there is the fabulous bouldering found at the Buttermilks, although this can be very hot in the summer.




In case of emergency, call 911. The nearest hospital is at Mammoth Lakes, forty-five minutes away. To get there, go east on Highway 120 and then south on Highway 395. There is also a clinic in Yosemite Valley, (209) 372–4637.









CLIMATE


The best months for climbing in Tuolumne are June through September, when temperatures average 30 to 50 degrees at night and 70 to 80 degrees during the day. Most of the precipitation in The Meadows occurs during the winter, and long dry spells are common in the summer months. These can be interrupted by an occasional snowstorm, but it is the afternoon thunderstorms that you must watch out for. These storms can appear quite suddenly, are violent, usually have lots of hail and lightning, and then clear in the evening. When a weather pattern of afternoon thunderstorms predominates, it is wise to select climbs that preclude being caught anywhere high or exposed when the rains come. Climbing accidents in Tuolumne are rare, but most have occurred in conjunction with the “surprise” afternoon thunderstorm.









THE CLIMBING


Seas of knobs, ⅛-inch edges, and sharp angular crystals characterize the exquisite face climbing on the domes and rocks in the Tuolumne Meadows area. While the majority of the climbing is on featured faces, the interesting cracks will keep even the hard-core crack enthusiast busy for some time. The rock in Tuolumne is usually solid (except for the occasional loose flake), extremely clean, and when available, cracks offer solid protection.




Long runouts exist on most of the face climbs, and this is particularly true on the easier routes, such as the 5.7s, 5.8s, and 5.9s. Be prepared for runouts of 40 to 60 feet on hard climbs, with little to no pro on the easier (5.8-range) pitches. Climbs known for notoriously long runouts include South Crack, You Asked for It, and the all-time classic pucker test piece, the Bachar/Yerian. Keep in mind that bolts are hard to find on the wide-open faces, as they may resemble a knob or stain on the rock.




Many of the climbs follow lines up the prominent black streaks that are seen on the domes. Running water has eroded the granite, leaving the more weather-resistant feldspar crystals. There are many sport climbs, offering great pro, usually a short pitch, and easy lower-ofFs.









EQUIPMENT


The climbing gear needed for the Tuolumne routes will depend on the type of climb. The standard rack for a face climb includes some smaller cams, TCUs, a good selection of wired nuts, some special 
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-inch slings (for knob tieoffs), and many quickdraws and carabiners. Crack climbs may require a rack consisting of a large assortment of cams (or Hexcentrics), RPs, and Stoppers ranging in size from ⅛ inch to 2 inches. Some routes require many nuts of similar size due to the unvarying nature of the crack.




Fixed pitons are found on some of the routes, and they should be tested with a hammer or used with great care. They often loosen throughout the years and may just pull out with your hand. Leave all existing pitons in place and avoid adding them to existing routes.




Bolts are utilized extensively on face climbs and for many belays. The most common was the ¼-inch diameter Rawl Drives in either a l¼-inch or 2¼-inch length. A lot of these ¼-inch bolts have been in place for more than twenty years. Please read the Bolt Hanger recall below. Many of these older bolts have been replaced by the ⅜-inch bolts on the more popular routes. The American Safe Climbing Association (ASCA) has replaced hundreds of bolts and a list of replaced bolts done by ASCA can be found at www.safeclimbing.org. Many other bolts not on the list have also been replaced.






DANGER: Bolt Hanger Recall!!




There are hundreds of old ¼-inch bolts in Tuolumne. Several have pulled out and several hangers have broken. Please read this warning from Ed Leeper, the manufacturer of bolt hangers.




“Alloy steel can be badly weakened before such a crack is visible. Hangers that looked good have fallen apart in a climber’s hand when clipped into. It is no comfort that at least one other maker of high-temper hangers and another of compression-type bolts have had similar cracking problems. Climbers often trust any bolt in place to hold at least body weight, without using a backup. This is a dangerous situation. [ASCA note: Many other hangers of the 1960s through 1980s, manufactured by SMC, DMM, Dolt, Longware, and others, are similar to Leeper hangers and prone to catastrophic failure].




“Alloy steel hangers, plated or not, that are held tight against the rock are less safe if the bolt has been tightened until the hanger is visibly dished. Any such hanger should be replaced immediately. So far, the oldest Leeper hangers, with thinner metal and the smaller carabiner hole (
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-inch) seem to be the least safe. But all Leeper hangers were made in a similar way. At this time, all should be removed. The rate of failure (low-force breakage) of hangers returned for testing has approached one in a hundred. An unacceptable risk for most of us. I have also received some look-alikes for my hangers (with slightly less-rounded edges) that had even worse odds (far worse).




“Please do not depend solely on old ¼-inch bolts for pro and especially for your only anchor!”







Caution and common sense should be exercised when clipping into bolts, because constant exposure to avalanches and freezing and thawing within the bolt hole has a weakening effect. Several older ¼-inch bolts have been bent over by snow and ice or have just plain fallen out. Please leave all hangers and bolts in place!









LOCAL ETHICS AND CUSTOMS




Tuolumne is a free climbing area. Most of the first-ascent parties used traditional methods, but depending on whom you talk to, traditional has different meanings. Some may have resorted to previewing, sieging, yo-yoing, or even using a hook or piton to drill pro off of. Some routes may have been toproped and pre-protected before being led through. Several routes have been rap bolted.




Camping here is a little bit more relaxed than in Yosemite Valley; however, if you plan to bandit camp or sleep in the back of a camper, you will Probably get busted. Camping out of the park, a ten-minute drive east, is somewhat mellower, and camping in your car is virtually hassle-free.










RATINGS


The Yosemite Decimal System is used throughout this guide. Developed at Tahquitz Rock, in southern California, this is now the accepted American grading system. The system is “open ended,” and rising standards result in more grades. An a, b, c, or d suffix is often added to the higher grades to further define the difficulty. The chart shows a rough comparison of the major rating systems in use in the world today.




After the name and rating of each climb, you will also find the following to help you better understand the quality of the climb and the abundance or lack of protection.




















	RATING SYSTEM COMPARISON CHART






	YDS

	British

	French

	UIAA










	5.3

	VD 3b

	2

	II






	5.4

	HVD 3c

	3

	III






	5.5

	MS/S/HS 4a

	4a

	IV






	5.6

	HS/S 4a

	4b

	V−






	5.7

	HS/VS 4b/4c

	4c

	V/V+






	5.8

	HVS 4c/5a

	5a

	V+






	5.9

	HVS 5a

	5b

	VI






	5.10a

	El 5a/5b

	5c

	VI+






	5.10b

	E1/E2 5b/5c

	6a

	VI +






	5.10c

	E2/E3 5b/5c

	6a+

	VII−






	5.10d

	E3 5c/6a

	6b

	VII






	5.11a

	E3/E4 5c/6a

	6b+

	VII+






	5.11b

	E4/E5 6a/6b

	6c

	VII+






	5.11c

	E4/E5 6a/6b

	6c+

	VIII−






	5.11d

	E4/E5 6a/6b

	7a

	VIII






	5.12a

	E5 6b/6c

	7a+

	VIII+






	5.12b

	E5/E6 6b/6c

	7b

	VIII+/IX−






	5.12c

	E5/E6 6b/6c/7a

	7b+

	IX−






	5.12d

	E6/E7 6c/7a

	7c

	IX






	5.13a

	E6/E7 6c/7a

	7c+

	IX+






	5.13b

	E7 7a

	8a

	X−






	5.13c

	E7 7a

	8a+

	X−/X






	5.13d

	E8 7a

	8b

	X






	5.14a

	E8 7a

	8b+

	X+






	5.14b

	E9 7a

	8c

	XI−






	5.14c

	E9 7b

	8c+

	XI






	5.14d

	E10

	9a

	XI+














Quality Rating:


★ Above average quality.




★★ Very high quality.




★★★ Extremely excellent climb; a must do.









Protection Rating:


PG A somewhat committing climb.




R A climb with serious runouts.




X Extremely long runouts with possible fatal consequences if one falls.
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KEEP IT CLEAN


As we all know, climbing has soared in popularity, creating a visual and environmental impact that we should all be aware of. To help preserve the quality of climbing now found in Tuolumne for future generations and ourselves, please:






	
Pack out all trash, such as cigarette butts, tape, beer cans, slings, etc.


	Stay on established trails or rock surfaces when possible to mitigate soil and vegetation damage.


	Don’t chisel, scar, or glue on holds.


	Leave the rock as you found it.


	Use rock-colored bolt hangers instead of colored ones.


	Try not to leave bright-colored back-off slings and try to clean off old ones.


	Help keep the Park Service off climbers’ backs by leaving areas cleaner than you found them.


	Help educate others.


	Do not use motorized drills; it is against the law.










MORE INFORMATION


For more Tuolumne climbing information, go to www.yosemitestock.com/tuolumne.html. Here you will find more GPS waypoints and routes as we log them in. We will also have topos from areas not included in the book, such as Glen Aulin and Sunrise. Any new route information or corrections will be posted as we receive them and all correspondence can be sent to here.









HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE


Highway 120 is used as the major reference line for the routes and domes of this guide. The topos and written descriptions start with the routes on the northern side of Highway 120 at the western end of the climbing area. They then follow the routes east into Tuolumne Meadows, staying on the north side of the road. The remainder of the route descriptions follow west along the south side of Highway 120 to Tenaya Lake and Dike Dome.




GPS coordinates are included for many areas. These cords are UTM, NAD83.















OLMSTEAD AREA


South Fork of Tuolumne River

Pumper (5.10d ★ TR) No topo. This is a short, overhanging thin crack just left of the South Fork of the Tuolumne River Bridge, which is 5.5 miles east of Crane Flat on Highway 120 east (Tioga Road), the road going to Tuolumne Meadows.

GPS 11S 260260 4186266, elevation 6,840’, South Fork Bridge.




Olmstead Area
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Coyote Rocks
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Approach: These obscure, orange formations are found on the north side of Highway 120, approximately 1.5 miles west of the May Lake turnoff and 0.8 mile east of the Porcupine Creek trailhead. Park in a paved turnout on the south side of the road, across from a marker, T-20. Go straight across the road and up the hillside. Best approached from the left, west, side.

GPS 11 S 276661 4188165, elevation 9,200’, Top of Rock.

GPS 11S 276988 4187830, turnout on Highway 120.

A Acme Crack (5.8 PG) This is the obvious straight-in, left-curving hand crack left of the main arête. Two pitches.

B Pleasant View Arête (5.9 ★ PG) Climb the arête in two pitches over splendid rock to the summit of the lower formation.

C Battlescar Galactipus (5.9 PG) Above and right of Pleasant View Arête is an amphitheater. Climb the most obvious crack.

D Buckets of Blood (5.8 ★ PG) To the right of the amphitheater is a buttress. Follow this for two and a half pitches.

E Upper Wall from Notch (5.7 PG) Attain the notch between the two formations and climb to the summit.

F Cattlestar Faticus (5.10b PG) Start in the middle of the southeast face of the upper rock and climb 5.10a face to a ledge. A 5.9 pitch leads to a large ledge and alcove. The next pitch goes out a 5.10b roof, leading to easier climbing and the top.




OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_003.jpg
=
s
]
.
&
£
T
1Y)

Fatici

Buckets of Blood

-
€
.
w
©

=

o





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_001.jpg
crack

overhang

right-facing corner

left-facing comer

chockstone

ledge





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_002.jpg
Overhang
Over

De Gaulle’s Nose, )}
i sid?/

Ospre;
Overnang
>

Age of TN
arknese= £






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.png
FALCONGUIDE®

GUILFORD. CONNECTICUT
HELENA MONTANA





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.png
' AFALCON GUIDE |





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
AFALCONGUIDE

Tuolumne Meadows






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_006.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_004.jpg
ottage Dores!






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_005.jpg
STABLES

EAST COTTAGE DOME
/_wesr COTTAGE DOME e T DOME
z DOG DOME

DAFF DOME
POTHOLE DOME

DODA DOME
DARKSIDE DOME
LAVA DOME \
HAMMER DOME A—w
NORTH WHIZZ DOME g . ruowmne . - S\
SOUTH WHIzZ mne% _MEADOWS &
LOW PROFILE DOME

-9%6 TIOGA PASS
7 MILES

T.M. LODGE
KNOBS PUPPY DOME
PHOBOS/DEIMOS CLIFF srg::PGROUND
FOLLYDOME AN THE LAMB MTN. SCHOOL/GAS STATION

MOUNTAINEER'S DOME: DRUG DOME

THE SHARK MARIUOLUMNE DOME

HARLEQUIN DOME 0 CATHEDRAL PEAK
STATELY PLEASURE LAKE OF THE DOMES
DOME MEDLICOTT DOME
'WEST FARTHING WALL
T0 STICKS & STONES
YOSEMITE VALLEY
45 MILES DOZIER DOME

TENAYA LAKE

BOULDERING PYWIACK DOME

PENNYROYAL ARCHES

TENAYA LAKE TENAYA PEAK

° %
OLMSTEAD POINT TUOLUMNE AREA SCALE IN MLES

OLMSTEAD CANYON





