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INTRODUCTION
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So this is volume two of The Rejection Collection. Welcome to it.

To appreciate the concept of this collection, I think it helps to know a little something about the submission process for cartoons at The New Yorker. It goes like this: Every week the forty or fifty regular cartoonists at the magazine come up with ten cartoons. On Tuesday we each bring our batch often ideas into the office or fax them in from afar, depending on where we live and how social we’re feeling. Bob Mankoff, our cartoon editor, looks them over and selects a stack to present to David Remnick, the editor of The New Yorker. This happens on Wednesdays in the art meeting where an undisclosed process, which may or may not involve the use of darts, results in the selection of the fifteen to twenty gags the magazine will purchase that week. On Thursday a lucky few cartoonists get phone calls telling them that they’ve sold one of their ten. The rest get rejected. This happens every week and has been going on for years. By now, there are quite a lot of rejected cartoons out there, and some of them are pretty good. This book is a collection of our favorites. Every cartoon in this book was submitted to and then rejected by Mankoff or Remnick, some several times, and I guess you can’t really argue with their decision. These gags are, for the most part, very wrong for The New Yorker, which makes them perfectly right for The Rejection Collection.
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