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WARNING:


Climbing is a sport where you may be seriously injured or die. Read this before you use this book.


This guidebook is a compilation of unverified information gathered from many different climbers. The authors cannot assure the accuracy of any of the information in this book, including the topos and route descriptions, the difficulty ratings, and the protection ratings. These may be incorrect or misleading, as ratings of climbing difficulty and danger are always subjective and depend on the physical characteristics (for example, height), experience, technical ability, confidence, and physical fitness of the climber who supplied the rating. Additionally, climbers who achieve first ascents sometimes underrate the difficulty or danger of the climbing route. Therefore, be warned that you must exercise your own judgment on where a climbing route goes, its difficulty, and your ability to safely protect yourself from the risks of rock climbing. Examples of some of these risks are: falling due to technical difficulty or due to natural hazards such as holds breaking, falling rock, climbing equipment dropped by other climbers, hazards of weather and lightning, your own equipment failure, and failure or absence of fixed protection.


You should not depend on any information gleaned from this book for your personal safety; your safety depends on your own good judgment, based on experience and a realistic assessment of your climbing ability. If you have any doubt as to your ability to safely climb a route described in this book, do not attempt it.


The following are some ways to make your use of this book safer:


1. Consultation: You should consult with other climbers about the difficulty and danger of a particular climb prior to attempting it. Most local climbers are glad to give advice on routes in their area; we suggest that you contact locals to confirm ratings and safety of particular routes and to obtain firsthand information about a route chosen from this book.


2. Instruction: Most climbing areas have local climbing instructors and guides available. We recommend that you engage an instructor or guide to learn safety techniques and to become familiar with the routes and hazards of the areas described in this book. Even after you are proficient in climbing safely, occasional use of a guide is a safe way to raise your climbing standard and learn advanced techniques.


3. Fixed Protection: Some of the routes in this book may use bolts and pitons that are permanently placed in the rock. Because of variances in the manner of placement, weathering, metal fatigue, the quality of the metal used, and many other factors, these fixed protection pieces should always be considered suspect and should always be backed up by equipment that you place yourself. Never depend on a single piece of fixed protection for your safety, because you never can tell whether it will hold weight. In some cases, fixed protection may have been removed or is now missing. However, climbers should not always add new pieces of protection unless existing protection is faulty. Existing protection can be tested by an experienced climber and its strength determined. Climbers are strongly encouraged not to add bolts and drilled pitons to a route. They need to climb the route in the style of the first ascent party (or better) or choose a route within their ability—a route to which they do not have to add additional fixed anchors.


Be aware of the following specific potential hazards that could arise in using this book:


1. Incorrect Descriptions of Routes: If you climb a route and you have a doubt as to where it goes, you should not continue unless you are sure that you can go that way safely. Route descriptions and topos in this book could be inaccurate or misleading.


2. Incorrect Difficulty Rating: A route might be more difficult than the rating indicates. Do not be lulled into a false sense of security by the difficulty rating.


3. Incorrect Protection Rating: If you climb a route and you are unable to arrange adequate protection from the risk of falling through the use of fixed pitons or bolts and by placing your own protection devices, do not assume that there is adequate protection available higher just because the route protection rating indicates the route does not have an X or an R rating. Every route is potentially an X (a fall may be deadly) due to the inherent hazards of climbing—including, for example, failure or absence of fixed protection, your own equipment’s failure, or improper use of climbing equipment.


There are no warranties, whether expressed or implied, that this guidebook is accurate or that the information contained in it is reliable. There are no warranties of fitness for a particular purpose or that this guide is merchantable. Your use of this book indicates your assumption of the risk that it may contain errors and is an acknowledgment of your own sole responsibility for your climbing safety.







PREFACE

The first time I came to Coopers Rock, I got hopelessly lost. I wondered around aimlessly, trying to find some rock to climb. Where I found myself (Street Fighter) turned out to be a piddly choss pile. However, with this first experience a seed was planted that, six years later, has blossomed into this book before you.


When I came to Morgantown as a freshman, I began to draw and write descriptions for problems in the Roadside Area. My first online guide was uploaded to my Yahoo! GeoCities Web site (still available in fact). With this online guide and the several that followed, I found myself faced with much cohesion and negative attitudes from the local climbing community. However, as I grew in both age and wisdom, I learned to disregard the threats and otherwise negative opinions of others.


The purpose of this guide is to expose the climbing community to a small selection of the vast bouldering at Coopers Rock State Forest.


Do not forget to enjoy yourself. Bottom line. There is no other reason to boulder or climb or run or bike or kayak or whatever. If you aren’t having fun, you should find something else that makes you happy!


Be sure to be responsible and be a good steward of the land. Coopers Rock is a beautiful forest. Keep it that way. If you see trash, pick it up. If you see someone who is out of line, do not be afraid to say something.


I have to admit, the bouldering grades at Coopers Rock can be stiff. In fact, we locals get a warm feeling every time someone complains about our grades. But just have fun! Leave egos and expectations at the door; find some nice rock and just flow.


—Dan


There are too many boulder problems. I can’t remember them all. I’ve been to countless boulder fields all over the country and even on foreign soil. But I will never forget the first boulder problem I did at Coopers Rock. It’s called Golf Course. Sure, it is nothing more than a warm-up, and an easy one at that. But nevertheless, it was utterly life changing. The second I topped out that boulder problem, the rest became history. Days upon days were spent scouring the hillsides scoping out lines. Countless hours were spent trying the same moves over and over again. The first project I ever had was at Coopers Rock. The most memorable ascents have been at Coopers Rock. The best days of my life were spent bouldering at Coopers Rock.


And now the time has come to share that with others. After I started frequenting the forest, I began giving tours. People would ask me if there’s a guide for this place and the response was always “You’re looking at him.” You could easily lose yourself in the vast complexity of the boulder fields. Hitching up with a local was always the surest way to see the best lines or the latest classic. But with the passing of time, it became more obvious that a complete, comprehensive guide was needed. A guide that would allow anyone to tour the forest at their own pace and to see for themselves how much potential it contained. But what you hold in your hands is not just a guide. It is a record of history. It is a record of time and memories, pain and sacrifice, falls, and ascents. It’s a record of the amazing bouldering at Coopers Rock State Forest. While for most this will be a source of information, for a few it’s a collection of the best times we’ve ever had.


I hope that everyone who comes to the forest will take the time to climb Golf Course. It may only take you thirty seconds out of your way. It may be at the start of your day or at the end of a long session of cranking hard. But it is a testament to the bouldering at Coopers Rock State Forest. That boulder problem changed my life. And I hope everyone can find a problem at Coopers that will do the same for them.


—Tim



Every effort has been made by the authors and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—phone numbers and fees can change, routes can close, regulations change, facilities come under new management, and so forth.


We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart and we’ll also make certain to share them with the authors. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:


The Globe Pequot Press


Reader Response/Editorial Department


P.O. Box 480


Guilford, CT 06437


Or you may e-mail us at:


editorial@globepequot.com
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	City
	Driving Distance to Coopers Rock (mi)
	Time (hr:min)





	Morgantown, W.Va.
	12
	0:24



	Pittsburgh, Pa.
	89
	1:42



	Fayetteville, N.C.
	158
	2:50



	Charleston, S.C.
	166
	2:46



	State College, Pa.
	177
	3:08



	Washington, D.C.
	200
	3:21



	Baltimore, Md.
	208
	3:23



	Cleveland, Ohio
	214
	3:38



	Columbus, Ohio
	217
	3:39



	Lexington, Ky.
	333
	5:30



	New York, N.Y.
	375
	6:14



	New Paltz, N.Y.
	432
	7:00



	El Paso, Texas
	1,860
	29:30



	Mexico City, Mexico
	2,351
	39:30














INTRODUCTION


COOPERS ROCK STATE FOREST

Nestled above the Cheat River in north-central West Virginia is this little-known bouldering destination. The forest and its surrounding area is littered with “gritstone” boulders with an average height of 15 to 30 feet.


Coopers Rock has traditionally been a climbing destination. However, with the new wave of crash-pad-packing, rock-hungry boulderers, the forest has surged in popularity. Though the quality of climbing in the forest is moderate to good, bouldering is truly the best asset offered.


With its proximity to West Virginia University (Morgantown), Coopers Rock sees a diverse set of user groups, including hunters, hikers, mountain bikers, and tourists. There are many high-quality hiking and biking trails, as well as beautiful scenery and fall colors. Also, camping, picnic, and shelter-oriented facilities are provided, making the forest a popular weekend destination for tourists.


This guide only covers a small snapshot of the bouldering available in the forest. The areas listed here are generally the most developed and most convenient areas in the forest. There are, however, countless bouldering areas comparable to Tilted Tree and Roadside throughout the vast forest and surrounding areas. The areas listed in this guide are, by no means, complete representations of every possible problem or variation. The general consensus of the locals and the authors of this guidebook is: “If it’s not a perfect line, then who cares!” Don’t be surprised to walk through the areas and find boulders without a single established problem.


Because of the many waves of development, diversity of groups, and lack of published information, actual first-ascent and problem-name information is simply not available for many problems. Searches for information in regard to bouldering at Coopers Rock will yield little information. Until the release of this guide, there has been no formal bouldering guide to the area.


This is a challenge for a guidebook author because the information cannot be verified through recorded references. The general thought about a perceived “first ascent” is, “Someone probably has already done this problem.” Hence, it is impossible to have accurate names and, even more so, to even consider first-ascent information.


A guidebook full of “unnamed” problems would be quite vague and confusing. Therefore, in this guide a query of local climbers was conducted to find a consensus of names. Some problems have three or more names. In order to be fair to each group, yet to establish a standard set of names for problems, many “aka’s” (“also known as”) are used throughout this guide.


Having a particular name for a problem is important for reference purposes. There are just too many (V3) arêtes out there! For example, what is Woody’s Arête to Pittsburgh climbers is Bastard’s Edge to Morgantown locals. Which of these names was assigned by a first ascentionist, if either, will likely never be answered. For the purpose of reference and in order to avoid trampling anyone’s ego or ideas of the forest, problems will be


assigned names that are reasonably accurate, and in multitude if necessary. For example, Woody’s Arête (aka Bastard’s Edge), or the Razor Arête (aka the Butterfly Arête).
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ACCESS

Finding the actual forest of Coopers Rock is quite easy. The forest is located on Interstate 68 in north-central West Virginia. The nearest town is Morgantown. The best north–south access road for this area is Interstate 79, which joins I-68 in Morgantown (about 15 miles from the forest). For driving directions, view the Morgantown map at MapQuest.com, supplemented with the map provided here.


Coopers Rock is off exit 15 on I-68. Coming from Morgantown (traveling east), turn right off the exit ramp to enter the forest; traveling west (from Maryland), make a left off the exit ramp. About a quarter mile from the exit, there is a large parking lot on the right. This parking lot is used to access a good bit of the hiking and mountain-biking trails in the forest. If you continue on the road, you will pass the main gate, which will be used as a reference point for directions.


Restroom facilities are provided near the Overlook parking lot. If you choose to bring your own TP, be sure to pack it out!


The concession stand offers hot-dog-type food as well as soft drinks. For water and packaged foods, there’s a well-stocked gas station at exit 10 (Cheat Lake).






ETIQUETTE

Prior to the recent influx of boulderers from the local university, Coopers Rock State Forest had been reserved as a “locals only” bouldering area. Due to the impact on and past closures of the forest, local mentality has been quite adamant and vicious in regard to guidebooks and nonlocal climbers.


With the construction of the WVU Recreational Center Climbing Wall and the recent surge in bouldering, the “local” groups at Coopers Rock have evolved from local elitists to generally friendly and social students. With this new group of climbers came much development, or at least perceived development.


Development generally is frowned upon in the forest. Since Coopers Rock is an environmentally sensitive area, please refrain from excess brushing. Absolutely do not remove trees or dig to add to a problem. There are so many good problems in the forest, it’s not worth ruining the ecosystem to achieve your latest V6 POS.
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