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BIG HOLES UP FRONT

—Wayne Van Zwoll

Legendary hunters tumbled Africa’s biggest beasts with doubles and bolt rifles. Which is best?

Bumping into an elephant in the dark holds even less appeal now than it did 30 years ago, when I lay in the long grass, listening. I’d come upon the herd at dusk. The crack of branches, the flap of ears, the gurglings of throat and gut floated above thick bush. In the small vlei a few elephants loafed at the water. Impatient to skirt these behemoths in the fading light, I erred. A handful of cows blocked my most direct route; creeping upwind, I gave them my scent to shoo them off.

The effect was electric. Instead of moving away, they came. I read their intent clearly, dropped to my knees and scurried as fast as I could crosswind. Thick thorn stopped me. Pressed to the earth, I heard grass hiss against their legs, felt their black hulks block the red horizon. At 20 steps they stopped, trunks up. Evening held my fate in its breath.

The breeze did not change. Long minutes later, the animals ghosted off.

I’ve since shot elephants, and endured bluff charges to let young bulls grow bigger. Never have I been so frightened as in that grass.

Yes, I did have a rifle. But a .30 magnum with softnose bullets would hardly have saved me.
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THIS BUFFALO FELL TO WOODLEIGH BULLETS FROM A .500 NITRO EXPRESS, BUILT IN 1910 BY WEBLEY & SCOTT.
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THE AUTHOR FOUND MIKE SMITH’S HEYM .470 DOUBLE FAST TO POINT IN KUDU THICKETS. TOO MUCH POWER? NAH.
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MAUSER’S LATEST RIFLES ARE SLEEKER THAN ORIGINAL 98S, BUT THEY STILL CHAMBER BIG CARTRIDGES. HERE: A .404.

Rifles and ammunition certain to stop five-ton beasts date back centuries, since the first hunters from Europe penetrated Africa's interior.

The Dutch settled the Cape of Good Hope beginning in 1648. First hunters used big-bores. A 4-bore with 4-ounce (1,750 grains) silk-patched lead bullet in front of 16 drams (437 grains) black powder fueled Sir Samuel Baker’s rifle, commissioned from George Gibbs in 1840, when Baker was 19. The rifle had two-groove rifling in a 36-inch barrel. It weighed 21 pounds. In 1869 Baker ordered a 3-bore from H&H. It fired a 5-ounce bullet (2,187 grains). Baker died in 1893, age 72. His fame helped tobacconist Harris Holland build a firearms business with his nephew Henry Holland. Baker patronized their shop, founded in 1837. Holland & Holland would become a premier name in the gun trade. Explorers and professional hunters depended on its big-bore doubles and magazine rifles. Game rangers still use them to cull more heavy game in weeks than busloads of sportsmen would claim in a lifetime.

CLASSIC CARTRIDGES, NEW POWDERS

Rifles with barrels the size of sewer pipe would be dismissed later by W.D.M. “Karamojo” Bell, whose predilection for lightweight, smallbore magazine rifles is well documented. Bell found the 7x57 and .303 British, with 173- and 215-grain bullets, adequate for elephants. His careful study of elephant anatomy showed him exactly where to place those heavy full-patch (solid) bullets. Their blunt noses and long shanks, with modest velocity, contributed to deep, straight paths through bone. A practiced rifleman, Bell was also reportedly cool in crisis. He lived a long life.

Professional hunters seeking dangerous game these days carry much more potent rifles. Call them stopping rifles, because stopping sometimes trumps killing. A small-bore bullet that would kill with a shot to the brain might not turn an animal or stop a charge if it misses that mark. A bullet striking with enough force to stun the beast might change its intent or at least give it pause. Ivan Carter, known for his artfully rendered hunting videos, uses a double rifle in .600 Nitro Express. Its 900-grain bullet exits at a modest 1,950 fps but carries 7,600 ft.-lbs. of energy.

The .600 Nitro is a storied, if not typical double-rifle cartridge. It arrived in 1901, on the heels of a shift from black to smokeless powders. The nitrocellulose propellant used in safari rifles of that day was Cordite, so named for its spaghetti-like form. Later, granular powder delivered more efficient burn and a range of burning rates, with lower pressure variation due to temperature. For hunters like Bell, who used early smokeless military rounds, the new fuel hiked velocity and energy with bullets that would have been much less effective driven by black powder.
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THIS RUGER HAWKEYE IN .375 RUGER IS A LITHE, PRACTICAL RIFLE FOR ALL-AROUND HUNTING IN AFRICA.

The .500 NE was among British rounds that made the leap from black to smokeless powder. The original .500 (3-inch) launched bullets of 380 to 440 grains at under 1,900 fps. When Cordite replaced black powder, the .500 became a giant-killer, hurling 570-grain bullets at 2,150 fps. (Rifles designed for the black powder load should not be fired with modern full-Nitro ammo!)

Double rifles and cartridges had teethed on black powder. In 1856, five years after Lefaucheux unveiled a pinfire hinged-breech shotgun at the London Exposition, James Purdey produced rifles in .450 and .500 Black Powder Express (BPE). Around 1880 the .450/400 BPE (2 [image: image]-inch) appeared. Based on an early .450 necked to .400 (reverse the American tradition of naming the bore first, parent case next), this round made the transition to smokeless and was for a time quite popular. With a 270-grain bullet at just 1,650 fps, it was not very frisky. It appeared mostly in single-shot rifles. This round died in the mid-1930s.
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THIS 98 MAUSER IN .458 WINCHESTER DELIVERS A HAYMAKER BLOW FROM A STANDARD BOLT ACTION. NOTE APERTURE.

Another, more powerful .450/400 appeared in the 1880s. The .450/400 Magnum Nitro Express (3 ¼-inch) graduated to Cordite with a 400-grain bullet at 2,150 fps. In 1896 Jeffery introduced the .450/400 Nitro Express (3-inch). A smokeless round, it hurled a 400-grain bullet at 2,100 fps. Among its many fans was famed tiger hunter and author Jim Corbett. At the same time, British gun firms fielded the .500/450 NE (3 ¼-inch) with 480-grain bullets at 2,175, the .500 NE (3-inch) with 570-grain bullets at 2,150 and the .577 (3-inch) with 750-grain bullets at 2,050. The .450 NE (3 ¼-inch) debuted in 1898, launching 480-grain bullets at 2,150. Following the .600 NE came the .450 No. 2 NE (3 ½-inch). It matched .450 NE (3 ¼-inch) performance.
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THE AUTHOR USED THIS MODEL 70 .375 ON HIS FIRST SAFARI. NOTE RECEIVER SIGHT, MAUSER EXTRACTOR FOR CONTROLLED FEED.
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BUILT IN 1910 BY WEBLEY & SCOTT, THIS BOXLOCK IN .500 NEIS STURDY IF NOT FRILLY. IT’S STILL TIGHT AND ACCURATE!

“No. 2,” incidentally, appeared as a suffix to designate cases with thicker walls and rims. Cordite boosted pressures that often caused thin cases developed in the black powder era to stick in hot chambers. Soaring temperatures common in the tropics exacerbated the problem. Sturdier brass solved it.
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PH JAMY TRAUT SHOULDERS A HEYM .470. DOUBLE RIFLES ARE FAST, WITH LOW, BETWEEN-THE-HANDS BALANCE.
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THOUGH SHORTER, THE NEW .375 RUGER (RIGHT) HAS A BALLISTIC EDGE ON THE .375 H&H, CIRCA 1912.

LEASHES ON DOUBLES – AND THE MAUSER CHALLENGE

Bullet selection for rimmed Nitro Express cartridges has always been limited—for three reasons. First, double rifles require regulation. That is, the barrels must be carefully aligned to shoot to the same place at some range between 50 and 100 yards. This task can drive a Puritan to drink and make sane men drool in their sleep. Getting bullets to converge with one load is hard. Change bullet weight or speed, and you must re-regulate.

Another reason for limited bullet choice is that in the early days, hunters were expected to carry more than one rifle on safari. And yet another: bullets weren’t as sophisticated then as they are now. Mid-shank partitions, bonding, dual-density cores, polymer tips, lead-free design—none of that existed. There were softpoints and solids. At iron-sight ranges, impact velocities varied little; trajectories didn’t matter.

In 1907, perhaps earlier, Great Britain barred import of .450-caliber rifles to India and the Sudan, where colonial rule was being challenged. As India’s hunting market served many British officers and was in other ways important to the Empire, cartridges of alternative diameters soon emerged. Eley necked the .450 No. 2 up to .475. Holland & Holland necked the .500/450 up to .465. Westley Richards necked the .500 3” to .476 (.475 but with 520-gr. bullet). Joseph Lang necked the .500 3 ¼” to .470 (.483 bullets). Joseph Lang upstaged them all with the .470. Unlike its proprietary kin, the .470 was released to the trade immediately, and Kynoch made ammunition for it. So began its long-running popularity.
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THE STRAIGHT-PULL BLASER 93 (HERE A .375) IS VERY FAST ON REPEAT SHOTS, FEATURES INTERCHANGEABLE BARRELS.

John Rigby was another prominent player in the London gun industry of that day. It is, in fact, the oldest name in London gunmaking. The company dates to 1735 in Dublin, where it made dueling pistols. Rigby developed the .450 NE (3 ¼-inch), then, in 1911, its rimless .416. From 1898 Rigby represented Mauser in England—a relationship that no doubt resulted in many .416s on Magnum Mauser actions. The .416 Rigby, with a 400-grain bullet at a 2,430 fps, is still hugely popular in magazine rifles.

Another great rimless round of that era was the .404 Jeffery, driving 400-grain bullets as fast as 2,300 fps. William Jackman Jeffery established his gun business with a partner, Davies, in 1889. The firm earned plaudits for its long-range Bisley rifles. Jeffery died in 1909, a year before the .404 appeared. His brother Charles and, later, nephew Pierce took up the enterprise. Holland & Holland rescued it in 1960. Like Rigby, its fortunes have improved following cash infusions by enthusiasts/investors.
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.375 H&H, .416 REM., .416 RIGBY, .458 WIN., .500 NE. ALL EXCEL FOR AFRICA’S HEAVY GAME.
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NORMA’S AFRICAN PH LINE, WITH NEW LISTINGS FROM HORNADY AND FEDERAL, INCLUDE NITRO EXPRESS ROUNDS.

The number of truly powerful bolt-action cartridges available before the Great War was limited by rifle mechanisms suited to them. The costly Magnum Mauser had few counterparts. But the future of magazine rifles was clear, and in 1909 Westley Richards came up with its .425. It had a rebated head to fit a standard Mauser bolt face. Ballistically, it matched the .404 Jeffery. The great .500 Jeffery (apparently introduced as the 12.7x70 Schuler) and .505 Gibbs followed, with bullets of 535 and 525 grains. Muzzle energies: 6,800 and 6,200 ft.-lbs.!

Such power from double rifles followed improvements in breeching. Black powder double rifles were traditionally of sidelock design. Back-action sidelocks carried the mainsprings behind the hammers; baraction sidelocks reversed the placement. Gunmakers could choose between trimming wood or metal to make the necessary room. In both cases, the breech area gave up strength. In 1876 William Anson & John Deeley, working for Westley Richards of Birmingham, developed the boxlock. Its self-cocking hammers were contained inside the frame. Then William Scott’s spindle connected the Purdey double underlug to a toplever. The so-called snap-action boxlock became popular, but Henry Jones’s stout underlever design stayed in service for its strength. A “third bite” to the Anson & Deeley action followed, notably with the WestleyRichards dolls-head and the Greener crossbolt.
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BIG-BORE RIFLES CAN SHOOT ACCURATELY! A KIMBER CAPRIVI IN .375 PUNCHED THIS MINUTE-OF-ANGLE GROUP.
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SAKO’S 85 KODIAK IN .375 IMPRESSED THE AUTHOR WITH ITS LOOKS. BALANCE, FUNCTION, AND PRACTICAL SAFARI SIGHTS!

Stronger steels in boxlocks, and Mauser’s 1898 bolt action, accommodated higher pressures. But cartridge hulls had to catch up. Vintage Eley cases from the Cordite era could fail with hot loads. From 1925 on, Kynoch cases were made stout for nitrocellulose powders. Production of Berdan-primed Kynoch cases stopped in 1964. The brand has been resurrected by Kynamco, a firm now loading ammunition in rural England. All its Kynoch cartridges have strong boxerprimed brass, which you also get in Hornady and Norma ammunition.

BULLETS TO BET YOUR LIFE ON

The British decided early on that velocities of 2,050 to 2,250 fps were ideal for shooting Africa’s biggest game. The bulk of .40- to .60-caliber rounds introduced or modified for smokeless powder near the turn of the last century deliver muzzle speeds in that bracket.

John A. Hunter, whose career spanned the shift from commercial ivory hunts to sporting safaris, relied on “a .500 double-barrel hammerless ejector fitted with 24-inch barrels and weighing 10 pounds 5 ounces made by Holland & Holland.” He insisted that it is unwise “to hunt elephant, buffalo, or rhino with a gun of less than .450 caliber.” J.A. killed enough big game during the halcyon years of African hunting that his opinion matters. Gunbearers no doubt influenced his charitable view of heavy rifles.

In the other camp are the small-bore enthusiasts who point to W.D.M. Bell’s success with 7mm and .30-bore rifles. But any of their protégés wanting to hunt pachyderms with SMLEs are out of luck. The minimum legal bore diameter for heavy game in Africa’s best game fields is .375. It’s a reasonable limit, by most standards. The .375 Belted Rimless Magnum Nitro Express, or .375 H&H, appeared in 1912. It was then considered a high-velocity, medium-bore alternative to traditional Express rounds. It has since been chambered in more safari-style bolt rifles than any other round, and in many doubles.

John Taylor’s 1948 book, African Rifles and Cartridges, hails the .375 H&H. He used it a lot. One of his rifles claimed 100 elephants and over 400 buffalo. My experience is much more limited, but I’m as fond of the .375. Most recently, a buffalo took my 300-grain Trophy Bonded .375 softnose through both lungs. In true buffalo fashion, the bull ran. I swung and loosed a Federal TB Sledgehammer solid. It penetrated to the off-shoulder, tumbling the beast like a rabbit. Modern bullets make stopping rounds of cartridges once thought marginal for heavy game.

Incidentally, I’ve carried that .375 by the Montana Rifle Company more than any other. Fitted with a 1.5-5x Leupold, it seems to hit everything just right. I was lucky, not long ago, to nail a leopard crouched in grass just a jump from natives on its track. I dashed through thorn to the shout of alarm, firing offhand at a black rosette. A Trophy Bonded softnose threaded both shoulders. The cat rocketed into the air, sunfished, and fell dead.
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FEW RIFLES CAN SWALLOW THE POWERFUL .500 JEFFERY. BLASER’S R8 CAN. ITS RECOIL-DAMPING DEVICE WORKS!
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THE ELEGANCE OF THIS BEST-GRADE HOLLAND & HOLLAND, A .500/465, IS EVIDENT TO EVERYONE WHO CAN’T AFFORD IT.

While the .416s—by Dakota, Remington, Rigby, and Ruger—hurl bullets 100 grains heavier than the .375 H&H, I’ve used 300-grain solids to great effect on animals weighing tons. Norma’s 350-grain Woodleigh load dropped an elephant for me instantly. While its solids drive through the toughest animals, the .375’s 270-grain softpoints fly as flat as 180s from a .30-06. A cornucopia of loads for the .375 suit it to the big bears of the American north as well as to Africa’s thickskinned animals heavier than a sedan.

Last July I hunted in Australia’s Northern Territories with a fine (and borrowed!) Webley & Scott double in .500 Nitro Express. The buffalo that fell to it were not perfectly shot and required multiple hits. I’d have had better luck with a .375 bolt rifle—mainly because I’m used to shooting bolt guns and shoot them more accurately. While the .500 has more energy than a .375, in my experience it does not penetrate as well. Inch-thick skin on a buffalo’s fore-quarters, phone-book-dense muscle and support bones the size of trolley rails arrest dime-diameter softpoints. Even solids lose their enthusiasm in these great beasts.

Adding energy boosts shock, but also recoil. The .45s and .50s—surely the Lott and Weatherby’s .460, the .500 N.E. and .505 Gibbs—are brutal with full-house loads. Not long ago a fellow who watched me fire a Gibbs asked for a turn at the CZ rifle. I handed him a Norma round with a 600-grain Woodleigh. At the shot, the big rifle flew out of his hands as he staggered backward and fell.
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SOLID BULLETS IN LONG-LEGGED CASES NOSE EAGERLY INTO THE BREECH OF THIS MODERN HEYM, FINE BUT AFFORDABLE.

RIFLES YOU CAN’T IGNORE

In stopping rifles, accuracy counts for little. We’ve come to disparage deer rifles that don’t keep groups near a minute of angle (1.047 inches at 100 yards). But one MOA is more precision than you need in a tight place. Recently I fired a Merkel double rifle. At 100 yards, right and left barrels printed to point of aim vertically, 4-inches apart horizontally. The right barrel shot to the left of the left barrel. This isn’t bad accuracy for a double. In fact, it’s good. My friend Graeme Wright explains why in his book, Shooting the British Double Rifle. While you’re at it, get Terry Wieland’s Dangerous Game Rifles.
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AN EARLY DOUBLE IN .577 BLACK POWDER EXPRESS, THIS RIFLE FEATURES THE UNDER-LEVER OPENER THEN COMMON.

The Merkel’s 4-inch horizontal dispersion is well within limits because the bullet paths cross, left to right and right to left. To 80 yards, shots hit within 3 inches of each other—surely close enough to drop a beast the size of a golf cart. Like all doubles with two triggers, the Merkel gives you another chance in the case of a misfire. And it is shorter for its barrel length than any bolt gun. New doubles from Heym and Beretta are no more English than Merkel; but all offer strong, reliable actions and elegance enough. They are all much more affordable than a best-grade Holland sidelock.

Partly because I grew up with bolt rifles, and partly because even inexpensive doubles cost more than I paid for my first five automobiles together, I’m a bolt rifle man. Beside the Montana rifle in my rack is an early Model 70 Winchester .375 with Redfield receiver sight. Another current favorite: Sako’s 85 Kodiak, beautifully proportioned and accurate. Like my Remington 798, a plain but well-built .375 Mauser, the Sako wears a laminated stock and intelligently designed iron sights.
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THE .450/400 NITRO EXPRESS HAD A HUGE FOLLOWING IN INDIA AS WELL AS AFRICA. JIM CORBETT USED IT ON TIGERS.

For hunters who treat stopping rifles like tools, it’s hard to beat Ruger’s Hawkeye Alaskan in .375 H&H, .375 Ruger (a tad more potent), or .416 Ruger. The polymer stock and stainless steel will outlast you. Kimber’s Caprivi, Cooper’s 56, and Dakota’s 76 have fetching walnut that won’t impress a buffalo coming to grind you into the sand, but will make you feel wealthier than you are after you buy one.

For lots of horsepower at low cost, the CZ 550 has few rivals. Essentially a modified Mauser, the 550 action has a double-square-bridge profile. Brawny profile and bomb-proof construction complement accurate barrels. The big, flat receiver bottom won’t squirm. Epoxy bedding strengthens the most potent 550s. Magnums have a second, barrel-mounted lug that bears against a steel stock insert to distribute thrust. Iron sights and barrel-band front swivel are standard. The forend screw and double cross-bolts on safari rifles are absent on standard CZ 550s.

The 550’s bolt is of traditional two-lug design, with a full-length Mauser extractor and controlled-round feed. A fixed ejector emerges from a slot below the left locking lug as the bolt reaches the end of its throw. A Winchester M70-style bolt stop arrests the left lug. The two-position thumb safety locks striker and bolt. The adjustable trigger is CZ’s own, a single-set mechanism you can use in the ordinary way or push ahead for lighter pull. All-steel bottom metal includes a hinged floorplate.

The Safari Classic is as fancy as the 550 gets. It’s bored for traditional Africa-inspired rounds—.375 H&H, .404 Jeffery, .450 Rigby, .500 Jeffery, .505 Gibbs—plus others. A buttstock mercury recoil reducer comes with rifles in .500 Jeffery, .505 Gibbs, and a .338 Lapua. Safari Classics start at $3,000, less than you might expect, given the chamberings, options, and quality. An even bigger bargain: CZ Safari Magnums in .375 H&H, .458 Winchester, .458 Lott, .416 Rigby. You can buy a Field Grade for $1180.

A most unlikely bolt rifle is Blaser’s R8 straightpull repeater. Introduced in 2008, the R8 has many features that distinguished its forebear, the R93. Both have hammer-forged barrels, telescoping, radial-head bolts, and single-stack magazines tucked into compact trigger assemblies. You run the bolt with a flick of your hand. No need to lift the bolt knob! Like its predecessor, the R8’s bolt-head locks with a collet in a circumferential groove in the barrel shank. Blaser has tested this mechanism to pressures of 120,000 psi. As on the R93, barrels for the R8 are interchangeable, .223 to .500 Jeffery. The R8 trigger group and polymer magazine are hand-detachable as a unit.
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CZ BUILDS STOUT STOPPING RIFLES ON ITS 550 ACTION. IT’S BIG ENOUGH FOR THE .505 GIBBS! AUTHOR'S IS A .404.

Whatever your preferences in stopping rifles, sights must be easy to find quickly. I prefer a big concave ivory bead mated with a shallow, fixed V or a wideopen aperture sight. A low-mounted scope with a bold, simple reticle also makes sense on a stopping rifle. So does a sturdy, compact red-dot sight from Trijicon or Aimpoint. Putting the brakes on an angry beast is not a complicated task. Grapefruit precision at 20 feet is adequate—provided you can nail that grapefruit every time as it bears down at 20 mph behind a skull big enough to hide Africa.



RECENT HEAVY HITTERS

While the glory days of big-bore double rifles straddled the turn of the last century, a sizable herd of safari rounds have appeared since World War II. Most are rimless, for bolt rifles. The .700 Nitro Express is an exception. Requested by a client and developed with BELL extrusion labs and Holland & Holland, it is a handful in recoil. I fired one of the few .700s in circulation. Its 19 pounds mitigated the kick; still, those great muzzles vaulted into the air, and I was forced a step back. At $100 per cartridge, I concluded a right and a left was shooting enough . . .
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THE AUTHOR FIRED THIS GROUP WITH 400-GRAIN BULLETS LOADED BY NORMA. THE RIFLE: A CZ 550 SAFARI MAGNUM.
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Additional proprietary cartridges, circa 1990s . . .
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STOPPING SHOT!

Suddenly, an elephant blocks the sky. Twelve steps. Boom! The muzzle vaults. Boom! At eight feet, the .500’s perforations show clearly.

“Reload! Reload!” Doug barks it out as we backpedal. I fumble. An askari bull bears down fast. The Blaser’s bolt slams shut. The rifle cheeks and fires itself. Boom! “Another! Now!” Boom!

We’re not in Africa, but Texas, on a 12,000-acre patch of Hill Country called FTW Ranch. Deep wooded draws, bony ridges and wind-scoured knobs draw riflemen – some to hunt deer or exotic animals like markhor, aoudad and Indian black buck, but many to train on FTW’s sophisticated shooting venues. Here is where hunters learn to shoot – sometimes in the clutch.

Tim Fallon owns FTW. A world-traveled big game hunter, he also has military credentials. With Doug Prichard and Chip Beeman, Tim conducts SAAM courses. “We inaugurated the Sportsman’s AllWeather, All-Terrain Marksmanship program in 2005,” he tells me. “It gives hunters a concentrated dose of variables they’ll find afield. We coach them on range estimation and wind-doping, firing in cover and at steep angles, no-look reloading – every impediment to center hits.”

Doug, a retired Navy SEAL and sniper instructor, can call wind with uncanny accuracy on gongs at 1,000 yards. “That’s where we instill humility,” he grins. But the most compelling targets at FTW are very close. They’re part of the dangerous-game venue. Life-size elephant and buffalo faces on battery-powered frames pop suddenly from thickets. They test not only your reflexes and marksmanship, but your thinking in crisis. On my first sneak after buffalo, I spy a bull, hidden as if in ambush. “Take him!” Doug yelps. But he’s pointing the other way, to a buff I’ve not seen! Shifting feet and focus, I fire too quickly. Bad hit! “Kill him!” My second 500-grain solid drills the bullseye. “Reload!” I jam two atop the follower, palm the bolt, aim again. “He’s down!” Doug frowns at the empties in my hand. “You gotta spill those. Wanna die under a buffalo with your hands full of brass?” He shakes his head. “Handloaders!”
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AN ELEPHANT TARGET LOOMS AT THE FTW RANCH IN TEXAS, WHERE HUNTERS LEARN QUICK SHOOTING WITH BIG-BORES.


LONG RANGE RIFLE SHOOTING

—Roger Eckstine

The art of long range rifle shooting serves the warrior, the hunter, and—with growing popularity—the recreational and competitive shooter. But what is long range rifle shooting?

Based on the lessons of United States Marine Corps marksmanship training, long range rifle shooting is the engagement of any target farther than 300 meters from the muzzle. Why 300 meters? Under perfect conditions 300 meters matches the zero capability of the M16A2 rifle and standard ammunition issued to Marine Corps recruits. That is where the shooter’s line of sight (i.e., point of aim or POA) aligns with the point at which the bullet’s path intersects with point of impact (POI).

This actually happens twice. The first zero takes place at a distance of 30 meters. The second time that POA and POI meet is after the bullet no longer has enough propulsion (a point sometimes referred to as maximum ordinate) to resist the pull of gravity. After rising from the bore line it falls toward earth. This path is defined as trajectory. The point at which the bullet once again intersects the bore line is at 300 meters.

Why was this rifle designed for a 30-meter/300-meter zero? Simply put, the 300-meter field is commonly referred to as the meat grinder. You can see the enemy, what kind of arms they have, etc., and they can see you. That’s why a 300-meter zero is also referred to as “battle zero.” Beyond battle zero the enemy can still be engaged but mechanical adjustments to the elevation settings must then be made. That’s when the game of long range shooting begins. In fact, many public ranges insist that shooters qualify by firing an acceptable group from the 300 yard line before setting up for longer shots.

Today, there are two basic types of competition in which enthusiasts of all levels can compete. Firing at targets placed at a known distance is the most widely recognized type, followed by more of a combat or practical style competition, wherein arrays of targets are placed at a variety of distances unknown to the shooters. In each case the shooter must know what amount of adjustment in elevation to make for the determined distance according to the weight, speed, and ballistic coefficient, or drag, presented by the bullet.

There are several ballistic programs you can reference, but only by getting out and shooting can you find out what setting your rifle will require over a variety of distances. Dependable information culled from your own experience is referred to as “true statements.” By amassing a list of true statements you can produce your own range card. Sometimes a range card needs to be specific not just to an individual rifle and load, but to the environment as well.
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PALMA DIVISION SHOOTERS ENGAGE TARGETS FROM A MINIMUM DISTANCE OF 1000 YARDS FROM THE PRONE POSITION WITH ONLY A SLING TO ENHANCE SUPPORT. APERTURE SIGHTS THAT OFFER NO MAGNIFICATION ARE MANDATORY BUT COMPETITORS MAY CHECK THEIR TARGETS BY LOOKING THROUGH A SPOTTING SCOPE BETWEEN SHOTS.

Perhaps the most colorful example of developing a range card comes by way of former Royal Marine Bill Davison, who is headmaster of Tac Pro Shooting Center, a sprawling instructional facility in Mingus, Texas, where sniper tournaments are held on a regular basis. According to Davison, a master of military arts himself, range cards were used whenever possible during the Boer Wars. Fields of battle were regularly carded or pre-mapped in advance of the enemy to provide accurate distance information and therefore the exact amount of elevation adjustment necessary to make a shot.

By sending out runners with 100-meter lengths of string the field of fire could be broken down into a grid as best as the natural terrain would allow. Rocks found 50 meters apart, for example, were marked with white paint. The trick was that these marks were only visible from your side and would not be seen from soldiers advancing in your direction. It is also reasonable to believe that the distance to obvious points of cover available to the enemy were also recorded.
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THE SRS SNIPER RIFLE CHASSIS CAN BE FIT WITH A VARIETY OF BARREL LENGTHS TO FIT THE MISSION. SHOWN HERE WITH A 20 INCH BARREL IN PLACE, THE RIFLE NEVERTHELESS APPEARS TO BE A TYPICAL INFANTRYMAN’S CARBINE. THIS LOW PROFILE, COMPACT DESIGN MAKES IT POSSIBLE FOR SNIPERS TO ARRIVE IN THEATRE WITHOUT ALERTING THE ENEMY.

[image: image]

BAYOU RIFLES OF HOUSTON MAINTAINS ONE OF THE ONLY 1000-YARD CIVILIAN SHOOTING RANGES IN TEXAS. FEATURES INCLUDE A PIT AREA SHIELDED BY A 12-FOOT PROTECTOR BERM WHERE TARGET WORKERS WAIT TO RAISE AND LOWER TARGETS AFTER EACH VOLLEY. ON SIGNAL, THE TARGETS ARE PULLED DOWN AND THE HITS ARE MARKED WITH APLUG FOR GREATER VISIBILITY, THEN RAISED FOR SCORING. THE 1000-YARD REGULATION TARGETS MEASURE 72 INCHES SQUARE WITH AN AIMING BLACK THAT'S 60 INCHES IN DIAMETER. THE ALL-IMPORTANT 10 RING IS 20 INCHES IN DIAMETER. THIS EQUATES TO A 1 MINUTE-OF-ANGLE SHOT BY A 30-CALIBER BULLET. TARGET NUMBERS REPEAT IN SINGLE DIGITS SO EACH NUMERAL IS LARGE AND EASY TO READ.

In practical style competition the targets may be partially obscured by foliage, and laser range finders are not permitted. Just finding all of the required targets presents a challenge. As such, the shooter, or a team of spotter and shooter, must find the targets, determine the distance, and land a hit that knocks down or rings the target. The most common method of determining distance is to use a Mil-Dot reticle scope.

The Mil-Dot reticle presents crosshairs marked with dots calibrated for standard measurement in relation to the increments of adjustment available on the scope. When the targets are of known or estimated size, the shooter can determine distance to the target by multiplying the height of the target by 1000 then dividing that number by the height of the target as it appears against the Mil-Dot reticle. Adjustments in elevation can be made by changing the setting the necessary number of clicks or, in some cases, aligning the point of aim with a Mil-Dot rather than the center of the crosshairs. Although there are formulas to mechanically change windage, holding off center can also be used to compensate for wind. Today there are several types of reticles available that provide multiple holding points as well as calibration to develop data for computing adjustment for windage and elevation.

Fixed or known distance competitions subtract the necessity to determine and adapt point of aim. The focus for such a competition is on equipment and technique. One traditional form of long range rifle competition is Palma. Here the distance begins at 1000 yards, and the prone technique is enhanced only by the addition of a sling. If that does not sound challenging enough, aperture sights, rather than optical scopes with magnification, are mandatory.

Whereas NRA High Power Rifle competition is purist in terms of equipment and shooting position, F-Class competition is wide open. Target distance is set at 1000 yards, and any power scope may be used. Shots are fired exclusively from the prone position, and shooters may support the rifle with a wide range of mechanical devices beyond a front and rear sand bag. This can mean attaching a bipod to the forend and putting a monopod beneath the stock. Fully adjustable precision rifle rests are becoming popular, as is the use of a “steering arm” for minute adjustment. If this sounds like the shooting is too easy, please take into account that when a squad of shooters gets together, each competitor makes his own attempt at mechanical perfection, and the margin of victory shrinks.

Part of the fun is the color and ingenuity of F-Class rifles. This includes homemade stocks, wild paint jobs, and add-on parts, such as heat shields that prevent waves of barrel heat from interfering with the line of sight. If some of these features seem like cheating or pushing the envelope, it is interesting to note that these shooters are a test bed for today’s sniper community. Long range competitive shooters of every type are developing new loads, bullet weights, bullet shapes, calibers, sighting devices, mounting options, structural designs for encasing the action, and interchangeable caliber and barrel capabilities. Little by little some of these innovations are positively influencing military shooting equipment and techniques. This knowledge adds even more to the pleasure and pride of accurately placing a shot way down range.
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F CLASS RIFLE SHOOTERS ENGAGE TARGETS AT 1000 YARDS FROM THE PRONE POSITION BUT ARE WELCOME TO UTILIZE EXTERNAL FORMS OF SUPPORT. NOTE THE LEVELING GAUGE PLACED DIRECTLY BEHIND THE ADJUSTMENT TURRETS AND THE HEAT SHIELD PLACED OVER THE TOP OF THE BARREL.


MODERN DAY PLINKING FUN

—Monte Burch

With the Ar-15 platform the most popular centerfire semi-automatic rifle, AR .22s, such as the Smith & Wesson M&p15-22, are becoming extremely popular. They’re great for small game hunting, plinking, and a great way to introduce youngsters to shooting.

From single-shot Henrys and bolt-action Marlins to semi-auto Remingtons, tin cans to walnuts and even rats in the city dump, plinking with .22s was a favored pastime of many youngsters in by-gone days. The growing popularity of handguns and the modern AR rifles, plus an increase in target shooting by young adults, is producing a modern day plinking boom. The guns have changed as well. While many continue to target shoot with a wide range of calibers, the increase in quality .22s has made many of these small calibers extremely popular. First-time shooters and youngsters find these “plinkers” easy to shoot, less intimidating, and more economical to shoot. .22 rimfire ammo is not only more economical, but also more readily available than other calibers.
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THE GUNS

A number of traditional-style rimfires are available. However, the popularity of the AR gun platform has boomed, and .22 versions are becoming increasingly popular. Smith & Wesson was a front-runner in the .22-caliber guns with their M&P15-22, .22LR. I bought a model M&P 15 almost as soon as they became available, and it’s an absolute delight to shoot. From target shooting and plinking with the youngsters in my family to controlling pests such as groundhogs, crows, starlings, and others on my farm, it’s been extremely reliable and easy to shoot, and most important for many, ready to shoot right out of the box.

The M&P 15-22 is a true AR platform, and was named the Shooting Industry Rifle of the Year for 2011. It has become so popular the company now offers twelve versions, including guns in pink camo as well as Realtree APG camouflage. Models include collapsible stocks as well as fixed stocks for sales in those states forbidding collapsible stocks. The M&P15-22 is a very user friendly gun. It is built with high strength polymer upper and lower receivers for reduced weight but with the appearance of standard M&P tactical rifles. Some tactical rifles are forward heavy, making them somewhat difficult for youngsters and first timers to shoot. The collapsible stock has six positions, also making it easier to adjust to small frame shooters. A great thing about these adjustable buttstocks is the ability to adjust as young shooters grow, something you can’t do with fixed wood stocks.
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THE M&P 15-22 IS EXTREMELY LIGHTWEIGHT DUE TO HIGH STRENGTH POLYMER UPPER AND LOWER RECEIVERS. LONG RAIL MAKES ADDING ACCESSORIES EASY.
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M&P 15-22 SAFETY AND BOLT RELEASE IS EASY TO ACCESS AND USE.

Other features include a functioning charging handle and adjustable rear and front sights. The sights are tactical style adjustable aperture for quick acquisition so it doesn’t take a first-timer long to learn how to pick up targets quickly. The dual-aperture rear sight is deployed by flipping the sight blade to the desired aperture. Use the larger aperture for normal range firing—the small aperture for longer ranges. The two-position, receivermounted safety selector is easy to find and simple to use. A cartridge case deflector kicks spent cases out and away from the shooter, and a recessed magazine release button makes dropping magazines quick and easy. A magazine comes with the gun, and 10- and 25-round magazines are available. The barrel is a precision, match-grade.

I also wanted to test a scope-mounted model so I acquired a Ruger SR-22. Not a true AR-15, the SR-22 is built on the Ruger 10/22 platform. The Ruger 10/22, in its many versions, is the most popular semi-automatic .22 rimfire in the world. With the AR-15 now the most popular centerfire rifle platform in the U.S., Ruger decided to combine the proven features of their 10/22 with AR styling. Basically a 10/22 on the inside and an AR on the outside, this allows the SR-22 to utilize the 10/22 aftermarket barrels, trigger groups and accessories. AR features include a tubular aluminum hand guard drilled and tapped for accessory rails. The buttstock is a 6-position model. The gun comes with a classic Picatinny rail and is shipped without sights. Aperture, open, or scopes in dot and traditional style are easily added. The rifle features the Ruger 10/22 cross-bolt safety and manual bolt hold-open lever in front of the trigger guard. The barrel is fitted with a flash suppressor.
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M&P 15-22 SIGHTS ARE APERTURE, WITH DUAL, FLIP-UP REAR SIGHT FOR NORMAL AND LONG RANGE SHOOTING.
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M&P 15-22 COMES WITH 10-ROUND MAGAZINE; 20-ROUND MAGAZINES ARE AVAILABLE.
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RUGER SR-22 COMBINES THE FEATURES OF THEIR PROVEN 10/22 RIMFIRE WITH AR-15 FEATURES. 10/22 AFTER MARKET ACCESSORIES ARE EASILY UTILIZED.

I choose a Redfield Revolution 3-9x40mm scope to fit on the SR-22 rail. The American-made Redfield Revolution scopes feature Rapid Target Acquisition, allowing you to get on target quick and easy without searching for the visual “sweet spot.” I chose the 3-9x40mm model because it has a good combination of low and high power for plinking and varmint shooting. The Ruger and Redfield combo proved extremely effective on some summer squirrels with fast, difficult shots high in the oak trees on our farm. It’s important to provide proper eye relief not only for good target acquisition but to prevent being “scoped.” This is especially important with an adjustable butt stock. The top rails of AR’s make moving scope mounts quick and easy.
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BUTTSTOCK OF THE RUGER HAS SIX POSITIONS.
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SR-22 FEATURES THE 10/22 CROSSBOLT SAFETY, AND AMANUAL BOLT HOLD-OPEN LEVER IN FRONT OF THE TRIGGER, AND MAGAZINE RELEASE.
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I FITTED THE RUGER WITH A REDFIELD REVOLUTION 3-9X40 SCOPE. IT’S IDEAL FOR SMALL GAME HUNTING, TARGET SHOOTING AND PLINKING FUN. RAIL MAKES IT EASY TO POSITION AND REPOSITION SCOPE FOR GROWING YOUNGSTERS.

A number of other manufacturers are now producing these popular rimfire guns, including the Bushmaster Carbon 15, .22LR, designed for indoor ranges or youth. The Armalite M-15/22, .22LR carbine comes with a 16-inch barrel, black furniture, and is Armalite AR quality. Some manufacturers are also producing .22-caliber uppers so you can switch out and practice, or shoot for fun with more economical ammunition. Check out Tactical Solutions for dedicated .22 uppers, or you can even build your own tactical AR-15 .22 rifle. Go to Tactical22.net, AR15Builder.com or check out Brownell’s Build Your Own AR site.

Rimfire handgun target shooting and plinking has also become increasingly popular, and a wide variety of revolver and semi-automatic handguns are available. AR-style handguns, such as the Smith & Wesson M&P22 are available as well.

PLINKING FUN

These new rimfires make great small game hunting guns for everything from rabbits to squirrels, but many of today’s younger shooters simply shoot for fun, and plinking with an AR-15 .22 semi automatic rimfire is not only a lot of fun, it’s addictive. Most folks these days don’t shoot at tin cans or rats. Sixty years ago growing up on a farm we didn’t have “official targets.” The handy tin can was a popular plinking target—the trick was to keep the can moving. Then my Dad started us shooting at empty .22 cases pounded into the top of a log. At 25 yards, and with open sights, these were fairly challenging targets, just the right size to learn to head-shoot squirrels. Then we shot playing cards on edge. This sounds hard, but it’s easy because you only have to concentrate on one plane. My nephew’s daughter, Catherine, is a dedicated plinker at twelveyears-old, but her favorite targets are tiny plastic animals. I know, because that’s what she wants for Christmas. All that shooting paid off, since she bagged her first deer, a big fat doe, last fall with her Dad’s AR and a perfectly placed shot.
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THE CALDWELL DEADSHOT FIELD POD DOES DOUBLE DUTY TO HOLD GUNS FOR TARGET SHOOTING AND PLINKING AS WELL AS FOR USE IN GROUND BLINDS. IT’S AN IDEAL ASSIST FOR BEGINNING SHOOTERS.

A number of splatter targets from Birchwood Casey or Caldwell make it fun and easy to see shot results. The Caldwell Orange Peel Targets explode neon green with hits in the bulls-eye area, while other hits explode in white. The Caldwell .22 Rimfire Target spins when shot and automatically resets, creating a more interactive plinking experience. Another product I tested last year was the Caldwell Deadshot Field Pod. Although designed as a field hunting rest, the lightweight aluminum gun support is great for an impromptu plinking session as well, and is great for first timers as well as ground blind shooting.

Regardless of your target shooting or plinking activity, make sure you have a safe backstop and safe targets, and wear hearing and eye protection. Modern day plinking is a great way to enjoy off-season shooting and to introduce youngsters to the fun of shooting.
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A CALDWELL ORANGE PEEL TARGET



RIFLES
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J. G. ANSCHÜTZ

ARMALITE

ARSENAL, INC.

AUTO-ORDNANCE

BARRETT

BENELLI USA

BERETTA USA

BLASER USA

BROWNING

BUSHMASTER FIREARMS INTERNAT’L

CHIPMUNK RIFLES

CIMARRON FIREARMS

COLT’S MANUFACTURING COMPANY

CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARMS (CVA)

COOPER FIREARMS

CZ-USA (CESKA ZBROJOVKA)

DAKOTA ARMS

DIXIE GUN WORKS

DPMS PANTHER ARMS

E.M.F. COMPANY

E.R. SHAW

EXCEL ARMS

FNH USA

HARRINGTON & RICHARDSON

HECKLER & KOCH

HENRY REPEATING ARMS

HIGH STANDARD

HI-POINT FIREARMS

HOWA BY LEGACY SPORTS

H-S PRECISION

JARRETT RIFLES

J.P. SAUER & SOHN

KEL-TEC

KIMBER

KRIEGHOFF

L.A.R. GRIZZLY FIREARMS

LAZZERONI RIFLES

LES BAER CUSTOM

LWRC INTERNATIONAL

MAGNUM RESEARCH

MARLIN

MCMILLAN

MERKEL

MOSSBERG

NAVY ARMS

NEW ULTRA LIGHT ARMS

NOSLER

OLYMPIC ARMS

PEDERSOLI

PUMA BY LEGACY SPORTS

PURDEY

REMINGTON ARMS

RIFLES INC.

ROCK RIVER ARMS

ROSSI

RUGER

SAKO

SAVAGE ARMS

SIG SAUER

SMITH & WESSON

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY

STAG ARMS

STEYR ARMS

SZECSEI & FUCHS

TACTICAL RIFLES

TAYLOR’S & CO. FIREARMS

THOMPSON/CENTER

TIKKA

UBERTI

VOLQUARTSEN CUSTOM

WALTHER

WEATHERBY

WILD WEST GUNS

WILSON COMBAT

WINCHESTER REPEATING ARMS



J. G. Anschütz

1416 D HB, 1517 D HB
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ANSCHÜTZ 1416 D HB NUSS CLASSIC

Action: Bolt


Stock: Walnut


Barrel: 23 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 6 oz.

Caliber: .22LR, .17 Mach 2, .17 HMR

Magazine: Detachable box, 5 rounds

Features: Heavy barrel; lacquered walnut wood stock (optional beavertail); pistol grip; black buttplate; studs for sling swivel; lateral sliding safety

 MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1048–$1178

1416 D KL
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ANSCHÜTZ 1416 D KL

Action: Bolt


Stock: Walnut


Barrel: 22 in.

Sights: Open

Weight: 5 lb. 15 oz.

Caliber: .22LR

Magazine: Detachable box, 5 rounds

Features: Folding leaf adjustable sights; lacquered walnut wood stock; pistol grip; black buttplate; studs for sling swivel; lateral sliding safety

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1048

1517
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ANSCHÜTZ 1517 D HB NUSS CLASSIC

Action: Bolt

Stock: Walnut, hardwood

Barrel: 22 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 2 oz.–8 lb. 9 oz.

Caliber: .17 HMR

Magazine: 4 rounds

Features: Single- or two-stage adjustable trigger; optional beavertail stock

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1121–$1565

1710
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ANSCHÜTZ 1710 HB NUSS CLASSICC

Action: Bolt

Stock: Walnut

Barrel: 22 in.

Sights: Open

Weight: 7 lb. 8 oz.

Caliber: .22LR

Magazine: 5 rounds

Features: Drilled and tapped for scope mounts; sliding safety catch; two-stage or single-stage trigger; adjustable folding leaf sights and pear front adjustable ramp; Meistergrade has engraved forestock and trigger guard; black plastic buttplate

Classic: . . . . . . . . . . . . $1761–$1983

Monte Carlo: . . . . . . . . $1853–$2088

1770

Action: Bolt

Stock: Walnut

Barrel: 22 in.

Sights: Drilled and tapped for scopes

Weight: 7 lb. 11 oz.

Caliber: .223 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable, 3-shot, in-line

Features: Six locking lug action for strength and reliability; adjustable, single-stage match trigger; hand checkered stock with oval cheekpiece and rubber buttpad; detachable sling swivel studs

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2152

1827 FORTNER SPRINT
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ANSCHÜTZ 1827 FORTNER SPRINT

Action: Bolt

Stock: Biathlon, walnut

Barrel: 22 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 8 lb. 2 oz.

Caliber: .22LR

Magazine: Detachable box, 5 rounds

Features: Combination of an extra light 1827 Fortner barreled action with the stock of the 1827 model; lacquered walnut stock with stippled checkering; heavy, cylindrical match barrel; match stage two or single trigger

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3315

1903 TARGET SMALL BORE RIFLE
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ANSCHÜTZ 1903 TARGET SMALL BORE RIFLE

Action: Bolt

Stock: Hardwood

Barrel: 26 in., heavy

Sights: None

Weight: 9 lb. 11 oz.

Caliber: .22LR

Magazine: None

Features: A match rifle for small bore shooters; anatomically perfect walnut stock with vertically adjustable cheek piece; optional aluminum, hook, or rubber buttplate; aluminum accessories rail

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1240

1907 IN 1914 STOCK
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ANSCHÜTZ 1907 IN 1914 STOCK

Action: Bolt

Stock: Walnut

Barrel: 32.28 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 10 lb. 12 oz.

Caliber: .22LR

Magazine: None

Features: Match 54 action; heavy, cylindrical barrel; match two-stage or single-stage trigger; safety signal pin

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2873

1907A WITH 1918 BENCHREST PRECISE STOCK
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ANSCHÜTZ 1907A WITH 1918 STOCK ALU BENCHREST PRECISE

Action: Bolt

Stock: Aluminum

Barrel: 32.28 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 13 lb. 3 oz.

Caliber: .22LR

Magazine: None

Features: Match 54 action; heavy, cylindrical barrel; match two-stage or single-stage trigger; safety signal pin

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3265

ArmaLite

AR-10A2CF CARBINE
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ARMALITE AR-10A2CF CARBINE

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: Open

Weight: 9 lb.

Caliber: .308

Magazine: Detachable box, 10, 20 rounds

Features: Chrome-lined barrel; forged A2 receiver; sling; black case; flash suppressor; tactical two-stage trigger; black or green stock; stage trigger

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1561

AR-10A4 CARBINE FORWARD ASSIST
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ARMALITE AR-10A4 CARBINE FORWARD ASSIST

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 9 lb.

Caliber: .308

Magazine: Detachable box, 10, 20 rounds

Features: Sling; black case; flash suppressor; two-stage NM trigger; chrome-lined barrel

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1657

AR10 SUPER S .A .S .S .
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ARMALITE AR10 SUPER S.A.S.S.

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 20 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 12 lb.

Caliber: .308

Magazine: Detachable box, 10, 20 rounds

Features: USMC quick adjustable sling; NM two-stage trigger; flash suppressor; triple-lapped barrel; black stock

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3078

AR-10 TBNF
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ARMALITE AR-10 TBNF

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 20 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 10 lb. 2 oz.

Caliber: .308

Magazine: Detachable box, 10-round

Features: Free-float handguard in black; two-stage NM trigger; black case; triple-lapped barrel; black or green stock

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1892

AR-10T CARBINE
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ARMALITE AR-10T CARBINE

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: Open

Weight: 8 lb. 10 oz.

Caliber: .308

Magazine: Detachable box, 10, 20 round

Features: Free-float handguard in black; two-stage NM trigger; flash suppressor; black case; black stock

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1892

AR-30M
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ARMALITE AR-30M

Action: Bolt

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 26 in.

Sights: Open

Weight: 12 lb.

Caliber: .300 Win. Mag.

Magazine: Detachable box, 5-round

Features: Chromoly barrel; hard anodized aluminum, manganese phosphate steel finish; forged and machined removable buttstock; multi-flute recoil check; 10-minute sight base; bipod adapter; Schilen standard single-stage trigger; black stock

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2021

AR-50A1 NM
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ARMALITE AR-50A1 NM

Action: Bolt

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 33 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 33 lb. 3 oz.

Caliber: .50 BMG

Magazine: None

Features: Chromoly barrel; muzzlebrake; 15minute rail; single-stage trigger

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4230

M-15 .22LR
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ARMALITE M-15 .22LR CARBINE

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: None

Weight: N/A

Caliber: .22LR

Magazine: 25 rounds

Features: Manganese black nitride steel barrel; forged flattop with Pictatinny rail; black stock; collapsing buttstock; anodized aluminum upper and lower receiver

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $749

M-15 A2
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ARMALITE M-15 A2

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 20 in.

Sights: Open

Weight: 8 lb. 1 oz.

Caliber: .223

Magazine: Detachable box, 30 rounds

Features: Double-lapped, chromelined barrel; flash suppressor; forged A2 Receiver; tactical two-stage trigger; sling; black case; black or green synthetic stock

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1150

M-15 A2 CARBINE
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ARMALITE M-15 A2 CARBINE

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: Open

Weight: 6 lb. 13 oz.

Caliber: .223

Magazine: Detachable box, 30 rounds

Features: Forged A2 receiver; doublelapped, chrome-lined barrel; sling; handguards; black or green synthetic stock; black case; tactical two-stage trigger; flash suppressor

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1150

M-15 A2 NATIONAL MATCH RIFLE
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ARMALITE M-15 A2 NM RIFLE

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 20 in.

Sights: Open

Weight: 9 lb. 3 oz.

Caliber: .223

Magazine: Detachable box, 30 rounds

Features: Forged A2 receiver with NM hooded rear sight; triple-lapped, stainless steel barrel with NM sleeve; A2 front sight assembly; two-stage NM trigger; black or green stock

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1388

M-15 A4 CARBINE
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ARMALITE M-15 A4 CARBINE

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 7 oz.

Caliber: 7.62x39mm

Magazine: Detachable box, 10 rounds

Features: Forged flattop with Picatinny rail; forged aluminum receiver; tactical two-stage trigger; A2 flash suppressor; sling; black case; black or green stock

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1107

M-15 A4 CBK WITHOUT CARRY HANDLE
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ARMALITE M-15 A2 NM RIFLE ARMALITE M-15 A4 CBK WITHOUT CARRY HANDLE

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 3 oz.

Caliber: .223

Magazine: Detachable box, 30 rounds

Features: Chrome-lined barrel; muzzle flash suppressor; forged flattop; Picatinny rail; tactical two-stage trigger; no carry handle; black stock; sling; black case

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $975

M-15 SPR II NM
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Armalite M-15A2 SPR II NM

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 20 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 9 lb. 7 oz.

Caliber: .223

Magazine: Detachable box, 30 rounds

Features: Forged flattop receiver; triple-lapped barrel; A2 flash hider muzzle device; two-stage NM trigger; NM carry handle; sling; black case; Picatinny rail; black or green synthetic stock; Picatinny gas block front sight base

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1413

SPR MOD 1 LE CARBINE
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ARMALITE SPR MOD 1 LE CARBINE

Action: Semiautomatic, short gas system

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: 3 detachable rails

Weight: 6 lb. 8 oz.

Caliber: .223, 6.8mm SPC, 7.62x39mm

Magazine: Detachable box, 30 rounds

Features: Muzzle flash suppressor; black synthetic tactical stock; aluminum handguard; tactical two-stage trigger, sling; black case

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1554

Arsenal, Inc.

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .N/A

MTK90 JUBILEE SERIES AK-74
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ARSENAL AK-74 JUBILEE SERIES, GOLD EDITION

Action: Gas-operated autoloader

Stock: U.S.-made black polymer

Barrel: 16.3 in.

Sights: 1000m rear leaf sight and scope rail

Weight: 7 lb. 5 oz.

Caliber: 5.45x39.5mm

Magazine: 10-shot Russian and 30-shot Bulgarian boxes included

Features: Created to celebrate the 35th anniversary of AK-74 and the 90th anniversary of M.T. Kalashnikov; limited edition; Russian-made receiver; includes matching rifle case, gloves, and certificate

MSRP. . . . . . . . . N/A

SA M-7 R (CALIFORNIA COMPLIANT)
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ARSENAL SA M-7 R (CALIFORNIA COMPLIANT)

Action: Gas-operated autoloader

Stock: Black polymer

Barrel: 16.3 in.

Sights: Open

Weight: 8 lb. 2 oz.

Caliber: 7.62x39mm

Magazine: 10-round U.S.-made

Features: Milled receiver; non-detachable magazine; includes muzzle nut, cleaning rod, and bayonet lug

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2000–$2010

SA RPK-3R
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ARSENAL SA RPK-3R

Action: Gas-operated autoloader

Stock: Black polymer or blond wood

Barrel: 23.2 in.

Sights: Open

Weight: 10 lb. 8 oz.

Caliber: 5.45x39.5mm

Magazine: 45-round

Features: RPK heavy barrel; milled receiver; U.S.-made; paddle style buttstock and scope rail; includes sling, oil bottle, and cleaning kit

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2500–$2750

Auto-Ordnance

AOM150
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AUTO -ORDNANCE AOM150

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Walnut; handguard

Barrel: 18 in.

Sights: Blade front; flip style rear

Weight: 5 lb. 6 oz.

Caliber: .30

Magazine: 15-shot stick

Features: Folding stock; Parkerized finish

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $903

THOMPSON 1927 A-1
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AUTO-ORDNANCE THOMPSON 1927 A-1

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Walnut, vertical foregrip

Barrel: 16.5 in.

Sights: Blade front, open rear adjustable

Weight: 13 lb.

Caliber: .45 ACP

Magazine: 30-shot stick

Features: Frame and receiver made from solid steel; compensator; optional 50-round drum magazine

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1420

with 50rd drum,

30rd stick mags: . . . . . . . . . . . $1668

Lightweight model: . . . . . . . . $1286

THOMPSON 1927 A-1 COMMANDO
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AUTO-ORDNANCE THOMPSON 1927 A-1 COMMANDO

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Black finish stock and forend

Barrel: 16.5 in.

Sights: Blade front, open rear adjustable

Weight: 13 lb.

Caliber: .45 ACP

Magazine: 30-shot stick

Features: Frame and receiver made from solid steel; compensator; black nylon sling

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1393

THOMPSON 1927 A-1 SBR SHORT BARREL RIFLE
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AUTO-ORDNANCE THOMPSON 1927 A-1 SBR SHORT BARREL RIFLE

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Walnut, vertical foregrip

Barrel: 10.5 in.

Sights: Blade front, open rear adjustable

Weight: 12 lb.

Caliber: .45 ACP

Magazine: 30-shot stick

Features: Frame and receiver made from solid steel; blued steel finish

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2053

Detachable

butt stock: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2554

THOMPSON M1
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AUTO-ORDNANCE THOMPSON M1 CARBINE

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Walnut, vertical foregrip

Barrel: 16.5 in.

Sights: Blade front, fixed battle rear

Weight: 8 lb., 11 lb. 8 oz.

Caliber: .45 ACP

Magazine: 30-shot stick

Features: Side bolt action; frame and receiver made from solid steel; lightweight model features a frame and receiver made from solid aluminum

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1334

Lightweight Model: . . . . . . . . $1206

THOMPSON M1 SBR
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AUTO-ORDNANCE THOMPSON M1 SBR

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Walnut, vertical foregrip

Barrel: 10.5 in.

Sights: Blade front, fixed battle rear

Weight: 10 lb. 8 oz.

Caliber: .45 ACP

Magazine: 30-shot stick

Features: Will not accept drum magazines; frame and receiver made from solid steel

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1970

Barrett

MODEL 82A1
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BARRETT 82A1

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 29 in.

Sights: Flip-up iron sights or Leupold scope

Weight: 30 lb. 14 oz.

Caliber: .416, .50 BMG

Magazine: Detachable box, 10 rounds

Features: Pelican case; detachable adjustable bipod legs; cleaning kit; carry handle; muzzlebrake; M1913 optics rail; chrome-lined barrel

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8900

MODEL 95
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BARRETT 95

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 29 in.

Sights: Flip-up iron sights

Weight: 25 lb.

Caliber: .50 BMG

Magazine: Detachable box, 5 rounds

Features: Pelican case; detachable adjustable bipod legs; cleaning kit; M1913 optics rail

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6500

MODEL 98B
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BARRETT 98B

Action: Bolt

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 27 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 13 lb. 8 oz.

Caliber: .338 Lapua Mag.

Magazine: Detachable box, 10 rounds


Features: Ergonomic pistol grip; muzzlebrake; fluted barrel; Harris bipod; monopod; cleaning kit; side accessory rail; Air/watertight hard case; black stock

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4849

MODEL 99
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BARRETT 99

Action: Bolt

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 32 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 25 lb.

Caliber: .416

Magazine: None

Features: M1913 optics rail; pelican case; detachable adjustable bipod; cleaning kit

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3999

M107A1
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BARRETT M107A1

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 29 in., 20 in.

Sights: Flip-up iron sights

Weight: 30 lb. 14 oz.

Caliber: .50 BMG

Magazine: Detachable box, 10 rounds

Features: Chrome-lined barrel, Flat Dark Earth stock finish; suppressorready muzzlebrake; pelican case; M1913 optics rail; detachable adjustable lightweight bipod legs; lightweight monopod

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12000

MRAD
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BARRETT MRAD

Action: Bolt action repeater

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 24.5 in., 20 in., 27 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 14 lb. 13 oz.

Caliber: .338 Lapua Mag.

Magazine: Detachable box, 10 rounds

Features: Fluted barrel; multi-role brown finish stock; folding stock; adjustable cheekpiece and buttplate; includes two 10-round magazines, two sling loops, and three adjustable accessory rails

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6000

Benelli USA
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BENELLI MR1

MR1

Action: A.R.G.O (Auto-Regulating-Gas-Operated)

Stock: Synthetic tactical pistol grip (ComforTech optional)

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: Military-style aperture sights with Picatinny rail

Weight: 7 lb. 14 oz.

Caliber: .223 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable box, 5 shot

Features: Self-cleaning stainless piston system with gas port forward of chamber; accepts high-capacity M-16 magazines; hard chrome-lined barrel

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1299–$1429

R1
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BENELLI R1 AA-GRADE SATIN WALNUT

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: AA-grade satin walnut, synthetic or Realtree APG

Barrel: 22 in., 24 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 7 lb. 2 oz.–7 lb. 5 oz.

Caliber: .30-06 Spfd., .300 Win. Mag., .338 Win. Mag.

Magazine: Detachable box, 3+1, 4+1 rounds

Features: Picatinny rail; synthetic and APG finish come with GripTight coating; raised comb; auto-regulating gasoperated system

MSRP. $1019–$1249

 R1 COMFORTECH
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BENELLI R1 COMFORTECH

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic or Realtree APG

Barrel: 24 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 7 lb. 5 oz.

Caliber: .30-.06, .300 Win. Mag., .338 Win. Mag.

Magazine: Detachable box, 3+1 rounds

Features: ComforTech recoil-absorbing stock system; auto-regulating gas-operated system; optional interchangeable barrels; open sights available; Picatinny rail scope base

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1119–$1349

Beretta USA

1873 RENEGADE SHORT RIFLE
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BERETTA 1873 RENEGADE SHORT RIFLE

Action: Single-action

Stock: Walnut

Barrel: 20 in.

Sights: Gold bead front sight

Weight: 7 lb.

Caliber: .45 Colt, .357 Mag.

Magazine: Under-barrel tube, 10 rounds

Features: Straight buttplate; steelframed; octagonal barrel; walnut stock with checkered forend

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1350

CX4 STORM
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BERETTA CX4 STORM

Action: Single-action

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16.6 in.

Sights: Front sight post

Weight: 5 lb. 12 oz.

Caliber: 9mm, .40 S&W, .45 ACP

Magazine: Detachable box, 10,15,17,20 (9mm); 10, 11, 12, 14, 17 (40 S&W); 8 (.45 ACP) rounds

Features: Picatinny rail; allows for reverse ejection and extraction; ideal for left-handed shooters; adjustable length-of-pull; easy to accessorize

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $915

Blaser USA

K95 BARONESSE STUTZEN
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BLASER K95 BARONESSE STUTZEN

Action: Single shot

Stock: Walnut

Barrel: 19.75 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 5 lb. 11 oz.

Caliber: .222 Rem., 5.6xR Mag., 5.6xR, .243 Win., 6.5x57R, 7x57 R, .308 Win., .30-06, 8x57 IRS

Magazine: None

Features: Octagonal barrel standard, barrels are interchangeable; available from grade Lexus; split forearm for continuous precision even in extreme weather; black forearm tip; range of ornamentation and game engravings

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18826

R8 JAEGER
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BLASER R8 JAEGER

Action: Straight-pull bolt-action

Stock: Walnut, pistol grip

Barrel: 20.5 in., 23 in., 25.75 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 6 oz.

Caliber: .222 Rem. to .338 Win. Mag.

Magazine: Detachable box, 3 rounds with lock

Features: Cold-hammer-forged barrels and chambers; black forearm tip; synthetic stock in dark green or walnut, straight comb; manual cocking system; integrated trigger/magazine unit; original Blaser saddle mount

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3995

R8 PROFESSIONAL

[image: image]

BLASER R8 PROFESSIONAL

Action: Straight-pull bolt-action

Stock: Matte dark green synthetic stock, pistol grip

Barrel: 20.5 in., 23 in., 25.75 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 6 oz.

Caliber: .222 Rem. to .338 Win. Mag.

Magazine: Detachable box, 3 rounds with lock

Features: Shatter-proof, synthetic dark green stock; detachable magazine/trigger unit; single-stage trigger; quickrelease scope mount; ergonomically optimized pistol grip; kickstop optional; precision trigger; black forearm tip; integrated receiver

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3450

R93 PROFESSIONAL
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BLASER R93 PROFESSIONAL

Action: Straight-pull bolt-action

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 25.50 in. (Magnum), 25.59 (Ultra Magnum); 27.56 in. (Swiss Kaliber)

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 6 oz.–6 lb. 13 oz.

Caliber 250, .243 Win., 6x62 Freres, .25-06, 6.5x5.5, 6.5x57, 6.5-284 Norma, 6.5x65 RWS, .270 Win., .280 Rem., 6.5x65 RWS, .270 Win., .280 Rem., 7x57, 7mm-08, 7x64, .308 Win., .30-06, 8x57IS, 8x64 S, 8.5x63, 9.3x62, 6.5x68, 7.5x55, 8x68 S, .257 Wby. Mag., .270 Wby. Mag., 7mm Rem. Mag., .300 Win. Mag., .300 Wby. Mag., .338 Win. Mag., .375 H&H Mag., 7mm STW, .300 Rem. Ultra Mag., 1.3x60 R

Magazine: In-line box, 2, 3, 4 rounds

Features: Anodized barrel; quickrelease scope mount; shatter-proof stock comes in natural stone, slate gray, dark green, Mossy Oak camo; left-handed version optional

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2995

Left-hand versions add . . . . . . . $437

S2 SAFARI DOUBLE RIFLE

Action: Tilting block, double-barrel

Stock: Grained walnut

Barrel: 24.4 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 11 lb. 11 oz.

Caliber: .375 H&H Mag., .470 NE, .500/.416 NE, .500 NE

Magazine: None

Features: Straight Safari stock with Monte Carlo cheekpiece; kickstop; rubber recoil pad; half-beavertail forend

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10053

Browning

A-BOLT II LONG RANGE HUNTER
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BROWNING A-BOLT II LONG RANGE HUNTER

Action: Bolt

Stock: Gray laminate, composite, Mossy Oak camo

Barrel: 26 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 8 lb. 5 oz.–8 lb. 8 oz.

Caliber: 7mm Rem. Mag., .300 Win. Mag., .300 RUM

Magazine: Detachable box

Features: Steel, matte blued finish receiver; drilled and tapped for scope mounts; grip panels; adjustable trigger; hinged floor plate; top-tang safety; recoil pad; sling swivel studs installed

Black composite: . . . . . . . . . . . $910

Laminate: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $970

Mossy oak: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1070

A-BOLT M-1000 ECLIPSE
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BROWNING A-BOLT M-1000 ECLIPSE

Action: Bolt

Stock: Gray Laminated

Barrel: 26 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 9 lb. 14 oz.–10 lb.

Caliber: .22-250 Rem., 7mm-08 Rem., .308 Win., .300 WSM, .270 WSM, 7mm WSM

Magazine: Detachable box

Features: Steel, matte blued finish receiver; drilled and tapped for scope mounts; hinged floor plate; top-tang safety; thumbhole grip; Monte Carlo cheekpiece

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1340–$1470

A-BOLT STAINLESS STALKER
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BROWNING A-BOLT STAINLESS STALKER

Action: Bolt

Stock: Composite

Barrel: 22 in., 23 in., 24 in., 26 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 4 oz.–6 lb. 11 oz.

Caliber: .243 Win., 7mm-08 Rem., .308 Win., .270 Win., .30-06 Spfd., 7mm Rem. Mag., .388 Win. Mag., .300 WSM, .270 WSM, 7mm WSM, .325 WSM

Magazine: Detachable box

Features: Composite stock comes in matte black, checkered; stainless steel, matte finish receiver; drilled and tapped for scope mounts; adjustable stainless steel trigger; hinged floor plate; top-tang safety; recoil pad; BOSS and BOSS-CR option; left-hand version available

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1240–$1300

BAR LIGHTWEIGHT STALKER
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BROWNING BAR LIGHTWEIGHT STALKER

Action: Gas-operated autoloader

Stock: Composite

Barrel: 20 in., 22 in., 23 in., 24 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 7 lb. 2 oz.–7 lb. 12 oz.

Caliber: .243 Win., .308 Win., .270 Win., .30-06 Spfd., .300 WSM, .270 WSM, 7mm WSM, .300 Win. Mag., .338 Win. Mag.

Magazine: Detachable box


Features: Composite stock in matte black; aircraft-grade alloy receiver in matte blued finish; drilled and tapped for scope mounts; recoil pad; crossbolt safety

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1230–$1340

BAR LONGTRAC, BREAKUP INFINITY
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BROWNING BAR LONGTRAC, BREAK-UP INFINITY

Action: Gas-operated autoloader

Stock: Composite

Barrel: 22 in., 24 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 15 oz.–7 lb. 8 oz.

Caliber: .270 Win., .30-06 Spfd., 7mm Rem. Mag., .300 Win. Mag.

Magazine: Detachable box


Features: Aircraft-grade alloy receiver; drilled and tapped for scope mounts; hammer-forged barrel; multi-lug rotary bolt; composite trigger guard and floor plate; cross-bolt safety; Dura-Touch Armor coating; composite stock comes in Mossy Oak camo finishes; interchangeable recoil pad

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1360–$1460

BAR LONGTRAC STALKER
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BROWNING BAR LONGTRAC STALKER

Action: Gas-operated autoloader

Stock: Composite

Barrel: 22 in., 24 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 15 oz.–7 lb. 8 oz.

Caliber: .270 Win., .30-06 Spfd., 7mm Rem. Mag., .300 Win. Mag.

Magazine: Detachable box

Features: Aircraft-grade alloy receiver with matte blued finish; drilled and tapped for scope mounts; hammerforged; multi-lug rotary bolt; composite stock in matte black finish; gripping panels; recoil pad; composite trigger guard and floor plate

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1260–$1340

BAR SAFARI
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BROWNING BAR SAFARI

Action : Gas-operated autoloader

Stock: Walnut

Barrel: 22 in., 23 in., 24 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 7 lb. 6 oz.–8 lb. 6 oz.

Caliber: .243 Win., .308 Win., .25-06 Rem., .270 Win., .30-06 Spfd., 7mm Rem. Mag., .300 Win. Mag., .338 Win. Mag., .270 Win. (BOSS), 7mm Rem. Mag. (BOSS), .300 Win. Mag. (BOSS), .338 Win. Mag. (BOSS), .300 WSM (BOSS), .270 WSM (BOSS), 7mm WSM (BOSS)

Magazine: Detachable box

Features: Checkered, select gloss finish walnut stock; steel receiver with blued finish and scroll engraving; drilled and tapped for scope mounts; multi-lug rotary bolt; recoil pad BOSS and BOSS-CR option; sling swivel studs installed

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1230–$1500

BAR SHORTTRAC
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BROWNING BAR SHORTTRAC

Action: Gas-operated autoloader

Stock: Walnut

Barrel: 23 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 7 lb. 4 oz.

Caliber: .300 WSM

Magazine: Detachable box

Features: Satin finish walnut stock with stylized forearm; aircraft-grade alloy receiver with blued finish; drilled and tapped for scope mounts; interchangeable recoil pad

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1179

BAR SHORTTRAC, LEFTHAND
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BROWNING BAR LONGTRAC STALKER BROWNING BARSHORTTRAC, LEFT-HAND

Action: Gas-operated autoloader

Stock: Walnut

Barrel: 22 in., 23 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 10 oz.–7 lb. 4 oz.

Caliber: .243 Win., 7mm-08 Rem., .308 Win., .300 WSM, .270 WSM, 7mm WSM, .325 WSM

Magazine: Detachable box

Features: Aircraft-grade alloy receiver; drilled and tapped for scope mounts; hammer-forged barrel; grade II walnut stock with oil finish; stylized, checkered forearm; sling swivel studs installed; interchangeable recoil pad

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1270–$1360

BLR LIGHTWEIGHT ‘81
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BROWNING BLR LIGHTWEIGHT ‘81

Action: Lever-action

Stock: Walnut, straight grip

Barrel: 20 in., 22 in., 24 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 8 oz.–7 lb. 12 oz.

Caliber: .223 Rem., .22-250 Rem., .243 Win., 7mm-08 Rem., .308 Win., .358 Win., .270 Win., .30-06 Spfd., 7mm Rem. Mag., .300 Win. Mag., .300 WSM, .270 WSM, 7mm WSM, .450 Marlin, .325 WSM

Magazine: Detachable box

Features: Aircraft-grade alloy receiver; drilled and tapped for scope mounts; crowned muzzle; adjustable sights; gloss finish walnut stock; recoil pad

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $960–$1040

BLR LIGHTWEIGHT STAINLESS
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BROWNING BLR LIGHTWEIGHT STAINLESS

Action: Lever-action

Stock: Walnut, pistol grip

Barrel: 20 in., 22 in., 24 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 8 oz.–7 lb. 12 oz.

Caliber: .223 Rem., .22-250 Rem., .243 Win., 7mm-08 Rem., .308 Win., .358 Win., .270 Win., .30-06 Spfd., .300 Win. Mag., .300 WSM, .270 WSM, 7mm WSM, .450 Marlin, .325 WSM

Magazine: Detachable box

Features: Aircraft-grade alloy receiver; drilled and tapped for scope mounts; steel barrel with matte finish; crowned muzzle; adjustable sights; gloss finish walnut stock with pistol grip; sling swivel studs installed; recoil pad

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1100–$1180

BLR LT WT ‘81 STAINLESS TAKEDOWN

[image: image]

BROWNING BLR LT WT ’81 STAINLESS TAKEDOWN

Action: Lever-action

Stock: Laminate, straight grip

Barrel: 20 in., 22 in., 24 in.

Sights: Open

Weight: 6 lb. 8 oz.–7 lb. 12 oz.

Caliber: .223 Rem., .22-250 Rem., .243 Win., 7mm-08 Rem., .308 Win., .358 Win., .270 Win., .30-06 Spfd., 7mm Rem. Mag., .300 Win. Mag., .300 WSM, .270 WSM, 7mm WSM, .450 Marlin, .325 WSM

Magazine: Detachable box

Features: Aircraft-grade alloy receiver; drilled and tapped for scope mounts; stainless steel barrel with matte finish; gray laminate wood stock in satin finish; recoil pad; separates for storage or transportation; optional Scout-style scope mount; TRUGLO/Marble’s fiber optic front sight

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1230–$1300

BLR WHITE GOLD MEDALLION
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BROWNING BLR WHITE GOLD MEDALLION

Action: Lever-action

Stock: Walnut, pistol grip

Barrel: 20 in., 22 in.

Sights: Open

Weight: 6 lb. 8 oz.–6 lb. 12 oz.

Caliber: .243 Win., 7mm-08 Rem., .308 Win., .300 WSM, .270 WSM

Magazine: Detachable box

Features: Aircraft-grade aluminum receiver with nickel finish; high-relief engraving on receiver; drilled and tapped for scope mounts; crowned muzzle; stainless steel barrel; stock comes in grade IV/ V walnut with a checkered pistol grip and forearm; rosewood forend cap; silver pistol grip cap; adjustable sights; recoil pad; sling swivel studs installed

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1470–$1550

RMEF X-BOLT WHITE GOLD
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BROWNING RMEF X-BOLT WHITE GOLD

Action: Bolt

Stock: Walnut

Barrel: 23 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 7 lb. 3 oz.

Caliber: .325 WSM

Magazine: Detachable rotary box

Features: Monte Carlo stock; stainless steel barrel and receiver, receiver etched in gold; raised cheekpiece; Inflex technology recoil pad; adjustable feather trigger; top-tang safety with bolt unlock button

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1500

X-BOLT HUNTER
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BROWNING X-BOLT HUNTER

Action: Bolt

Stock: Satin finish walnut stock

Barrel: 22 in., 23 in., 24 in., 26 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 13 oz.–7 lb.

Caliber: .243 Win., 7mm-08 Rem., .308 Win., .25-06 Rem., .270 Win., .280 Rem., .30-06 Spfd., 7mm Rem. Mag., .388 Win. Mag., .300 WSM, .270 WSM, 7mm WSM, .325 WSM, .223 Rem., .22-250 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable rotary box

Features: Adjustable feather trigger; top-tang safety with bolt unlock button; sling swivel studs installed; Inflex technology recoil pad

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $900–$940

X-BOLT MEDALLION
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BROWNING X-BOLT MEDALLION

Action: Bolt

Stock: Walnut

Barrel: 22 in., 23 in., 24 in., 26 in.

Sights: Open

Weight: 6 lb. 6 oz.–7 lb.

Caliber: .223 Rem., .22-250 Rem., .243 Win., .308 Win., .25-06 Rem., .270 Win., .280 Rem., .30-06 Spfd., 7mm Rem. Mag., .300 Win. Mag., .338 Win. Mag., .300 WSM, .270 WSM, 7mm WSM, .325 WSM

Magazine: Detachable rotary box

Features: Gloss finish walnut stock, rosewood forend grip and pistol cap; Inflex technology recoil pad; adjustable feather trigger; drilled and tapped for scope mounts; left-hand option

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1030–$1070

Left-hand: . . . . . . . . . . $1060–$1100

X-BOLT MICRO MIDAS
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BROWNING X-BOLT MICRO MIDAS

Action: Bolt

Stock: Walnut

Barrel: 20 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 1 oz.

Caliber: .243 Win., 7mm-08 Rem., .308 Win., .22-250 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable rotary magazine


Features: Drilled and tapped for scope mounts, low-luster blued finish, freefloating barrel; adjustable feather trigger; top-tang safety; left-hand option

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $840

Left-hand: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $900

X-BOLT STAINLESS STALKER
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BROWNING X-BOLT STAINLESS STALKER

Action: Bolt

Stock: Composite

Barrel: 22 in., 23 in., 24 in., 26 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 3 oz.–6 lb. 13 oz.

Caliber: .243 Win., 7mm-08 Rem., .308 Win., .25-06 Rem., .270 Win., .280 Rem., .30-06 Spfd., 7mm Rem. Mag., .300 Win. Mag., .388 Win. Mag., .300 WSM, .270 WSM, 7mm WSM, .325 WSM, .223 Rem., .22-250

Rem.

Magazine: Detachable rotary box

Features: Composite stock in matte black with textured gripping surfaces; Dura-Touch armor coating; adjustable feather trigger; top-tang safety; bolt unlock button; palm swell

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1120–$1160

X-BOLT VARMINT SPECIAL STAINLESS
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BROWNING X-BOLT VARMINT SPECIAL STAINLESS

Action: Bolt

Stock: Altamont Paladin, black laminated

Barrel: 24 in., 26 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 8 lb. 8 oz.–8 lb. 11 oz.

Caliber: .223 Rem., .22-250 Rem., .243 Win., 7mm-08 Rem., .308 Win., .300 WSM, .270 WSM, 7mm WSM

Magazine: Detachable rotary box

Features: Stainless steel, free-floating barrel; adjustable feather trigger; toptang safety; bolt unlock button; Inflex technology recoil pads; sling swivel studs installed

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1069–$1109

.308 HUNTER/ .308 VISTA HUNTER

[image: image]

BUSHMASTER .308 HUNTER

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 20 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 8 lb. 6 oz.

Caliber: .308 Win., 7.62 NATO

Magazine: Detachable box, 5 rounds

Features: Two riser blocks, A2 grip on Vista; free-floating, vented aluminum forend; MOE trigger guard for gloved finger

Hunter: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1518

Vista: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1618

.308 ORC
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BUSHMASTER .308 ORC

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in. (carbine), 20 in. (rifle)

Sights: None

Weight: 7 lb. 12 oz.

Caliber: .308 Win. 7.62 NATO

Magazine: Detachable box, 20 rounds

Features: Milled gas block; heavy, chrome-lined barrel; A2 Birdcage flash hider; receiver-length Picatinny optics rail with two .5-in. optic raisers; heavy oval hand guards; six-position telescoping stock; shipped in lockable hard case with yellow safety block; black web sling included

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1478

.450 RIFLE & CARBINE
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BUSHMASTER .450 RIFLE & CARBINE

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic, A2 pistol grip

Barrel: 16 in. (carbine), 20 in. (rifle)

Sights: None

Weight: 8 lb. 2 oz. (carbine), 8 lb. 8 oz. (rifle)

Caliber: .450 Bushmaster

Magazine: Detachable box, 5 rounds

Features: Chromoly steel barrels; freefloating aluminum forends; forged aluminum receivers; solid A2 buttstock with trapdoor storage compartment; Pictatinny rail; black web sling included; shipped in lockable hard plastic case with orange safety block

Rifle: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1441

Carbine: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1426

ACR BASIC FOLDER COMBINATION

[image: image]

BUSHMASTER ACR BASIC FOLDER COMBINATION

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 10.5 in., 14.5 in., 16.5 in.

Sights: None

Weight: N/A

Caliber: .223/5.56mm NATO to 6.8mm Rem. SPC

Magazine: 30-round PMAG

Features: Cold-hammer-forged barrel with melonite coating; A2 birdcagetype hider; toolless quick-change barrel system; quick and easy multi-caliber bolt carrier assembly; free-floating MIL-STD 1913 monolithic top rail for optic mounting; high-impact composite hand guard with heat shield; ambidextrous controls; composite stock comes in black or coyote

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2490

A-TACS PREDATOR
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BUSHMASTER A-TACS PREDATOR

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 20 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 8 lb.

Caliber: 5.56mm or .223 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable box, 5 rounds

Features: Coated in A-Tacs digital camouflage; fluted extra-heavy barrel with competition muzzle crown; twostage competition trigger

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1459

A-TACS VARMINTER
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BUSHMASTER A-TACS VA RMINTER

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 24 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 8 lb. 6 oz.

Caliber: 5.56mm or .223 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable box, 5 rounds

Features: Coated in A-Tacs digital camouflage; free-floated barrel with a vented aluminum forend; two-stage competition trigger

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1474

BA50 CARBINE

[image: image]

BUSHMASTER BA50 CARBINE

Action: Bolt

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 22 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 27 lb.

Caliber: .50 BMG

Magazine: Detachable box, 10 rounds

Features: MIL-STD1913 rail; steel bipod with folding legs; ErgoGrip deluxe tactical pistol grip; LimbSaver Butt Pad; Magpul PRS adjustable buttstock; aluminum receiver; recoil reducing brake

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5262

BA50 RIFLES
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BUSHMASTER BA50 RIFLE

Action: Bolt

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 30 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 30 lb.

Caliber: .50 BMG

Magazine: Detachable box, 10 rounds

Features: MIL-STD1913 rail; steel bipod with folding legs; ErgoGrip deluxe tactical pistol grip; LimbSaver Butt Pad; Magpul PRS adjustable buttstock; aluminum receiver; recoil reducing brake

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5299

CARBON 15 9MM CARBINE

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Composite

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 5 lb. 11 oz.

Caliber: 9mm NATO

Magazine: Detachable box, 30 rounds

Features: Carbon fiber composite receivers; birdcage flash hider; chromoly steel barrel; manganese phosphate bolt carrier; Picatinny rail mounted on upper receiver; six-position telescoping buttstock; shipped in lockable Bushmaster carrying case

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $905

DCM-XR SERIES COMPETITION RIFLES
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BUSHMASTER DCM-XR A3

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 20 in.

Sights: Open, adjustable

Weight: 13 lb. 1 oz.

Caliber: 5.56mm, .223 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable box, 10 rounds (accepts all M16/AR15 type)

Features: M16A2 Dual aperture rear sight with interchangeable apertures; competition front sight; extra heavy competition barrel; barrel is lead lapped and hardened to Rockwell C26 to 32; two-stage competition trigger; competition free-floater tube hand-guard; shipped in lockable hard case

A2: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1306

A3: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1381

GAS PISTON ORC
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BUSHMASTER GAS PISTON ORC

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb. 10 oz.

Caliber: 5.56mm, .223 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable box, 30 rounds (accepts any AR type mag)

Features: Dented plug in gas block allows for easy cleaning of system’s hard chrome plated piston; receiver length Picatinny optics rail; six-position adjustable telestock; shipped in lockable hard case with yellow safety block

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1336

M4 TYPE CARBINES
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BUSHMASTER M4 TYPE CARBINE

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: Open

Weight: 6 lb. 3 oz.

Caliber: 5.56mm, .223 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable box, 30 rounds (accepts all M16/ AR15 type)

Features: Six-position telestock; “Izzy” flash suppressor; hard chrome-lined barrels are designed to accept M203 grenade launcher; upper receivers available in A2 or A3 configurations; A2 receiver has 300-800 meter rear sight system; A3 receiver is mounted with Pictatinny rail, 300-600 meter rear sight system and removable carry handle; shipped in lockable hard case with orange safety block

A2: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1150

A3: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1224

MOE 308 MID-LENGTH
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BUSHMASTER MOE 308 MID-LENGTH

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: Magpul MSBUS rear flip sight

Weight: 6 lb. 2 oz.

Caliber: .308 Win., 7.62 NATO

Magazine: Detachable box, 20 rounds

Features: Receiver length Picatinny optics rail; Magpul MOE polymer midlength handguard; Magpul MOE adjustable buttstock with strong A-frame design; rubber buttplate; Magpul MOE vertical grip; MOE enhanced trigger guards; shipped in lockable hard case with yellow safety block; stock comes in black, Flat Dark Earth or OD green

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1448

MOE GAS PISTON CARBINE
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BUSHMASTER MOE GAS PISTON CARBINE

Action: Semiautomatic, pistol grip

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: Magpul MSBUS rear flip sight

Weight: 6 lb. 10 oz.

Caliber: 5.56mm, .223 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable box, 30 rounds

Features: M4 profile barrel with gas piston system; receiver length Picatinny optics rail; Magpul MOE adjustable buttstock with strong A-frame design; rubber buttplate; Magpul MOE vertical grip; stock available in black, Flat Dark Earth, or OD green furniture

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1396

O .R .C . (OPTICS READY CARBINE)
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BUSHMASTER O.R.C.

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 6 lb.

Caliber: 5.56mm, .223 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable box, 30 rounds (accepts any AR type mag)

Features: Flat-top upper receiver made for easy optic attachment; chromelined barrel; A2 birdcage suppressor; receiver length Picatinny optics rail with .5-inch optics risers; milled gas block; heavy oval M4 type handguards; shipped in a lockable hard case with orange safety block

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1068

PREDATOR
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BUSHMASTER PREDATOR

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic, ambidextrous pistol grip

Barrel: 20 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 8 lb.

Caliber: 5.56mm, .223 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable box, 5 rounds (accepts all M16/AR 15 type)

Features: Steel lined fluted barrel; twostage competition trigger; vented tubular aluminum free-floater forend with bipod stud; shipped with safety block in lockable, foam-padded hard case

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1359

QUAD RAIL PATROLMAN’S CARBINE
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BUSHMASTER QUAD RAIL PATROLMAN'S CARBINE A3

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 16 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 8 lb. 5 oz.

Caliber: 5.56mm, .223 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable box, 30 rounds

Features: Chrome-lined barrel; A2 birdcage-type suppressor; free-float quad rail forend; six-position telestock for light weight and quick handling; ships with lockable hard case and yellow safety block

A2: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1262

A3: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1336

STAINLESS VARMINT SPECIAL
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BUSHMASTER STAINLESS VARMINT SPECIAL

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic, ambidextrous pistol grip

Barrel: 24 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 8 lb. 13 oz.

Caliber: 5.56mm, .223 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable box, 5 rounds (accepts all M16/AR 15 type)

Features: 416 stainless steel barrel; two-stage competition trigger; vented aluminum, tubular forend that freefloats the barrel; forend bipod stud; mini-risers mounted on the upper receiver to raise scopes; comfortable cheekweld on black stock; ships in hard plastic, lockable storage case with orange safety block

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1374

TARGET MODEL RIFLES
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BUSHMASTER TARGET MODEL RIFLE A2

Action: Semiautomatic

Stock: Synthetic

Barrel: 20 in, 24 in.

Sights: None

Weight: 8 lb. 7 oz. (A2), 8 lb. 12 oz. (A3)

Caliber: 5.56mm, .223 Rem.

Magazine: Detachable box, 30 rounds (accepts all M16 / AR15 type)

Features: A3 upper receiver incorporates Pictatinny rail; A2 upper receiver 300-800 meter rear sight system; A3 receiver has 300-600 meter rear sight system; chromoly steel or polished stainless steel barrels; shipped in a lockable hard case with orange safety block

A2: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1105

A3: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1187

SSA2: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1112
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