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Foreword


CONVICTS AND FREE, FAMILIES and friends, villains and professional, healthy and sick, maimed and whole, wily and worthy, short and tall, all is revealed in this amazing book detailing Australia's first Jewish settlers. From the departure of the First Fleet in 1787 and for the sixty-three years thereafter, John Levi has produced a record detailing all the Jewish migrants, both voluntary and less so, who came to what is now Australia. It is as comprehensive, entertaining and educative but less divine than the Book of Exodus, despite being written by an emeritus Rabbi. I have no doubt that, in time, it will be treated as authoritatively. Fortunately this is not a book of ‘begats’ but a scholarly composition about the more than 1600 Jews who were transported or who chose Australia as a home, from the very first moment of European settlement up to 1850, just before the face of Australia changed for ever with the discovery of gold.


Australia was founded as an outpost of a British government department, the present-day equivalent of the Office of Corrections. Those to be ‘corrected’ were tutored by the marines and navy who, it could be said, were from just the other side of the law. Being militarily bureaucratic all noteworthy acts, together with personal details of the perpetrators, were written down in beautiful copperplate. The convict records are particularly ample. Details such as complexion, height, individual mutilations, tattoos and scars are all noted. Free settlers were not so thoroughly treated. Nevertheless the ship indents recorded all passengers, and government land and licence records enable their passages through life to be traced. Using primary sources, supplemented by newspaper reports and occasional articles, this book cascades with facts. Every lash applied to a Jewish back, every act of recalcitrance and almost every mitzvah is set down. The book itself will become source and prime material for future generations of historians.


Basic source though this book is, some of the subtexts and the necessary implications they raise are just as beguiling. For example, the skeins of chain migration can be unravelled. How is it that one family member enticed others to follow and in what order? The factors that pushed them out of Britain, as well as those that pulled them to Australia are revealed. Why, among those who were materially successful, did some return to Britain and others remain? Even the details of the states of health of the convicts raise interesting questions. The survival rates of adults and, more significantly, of children can be traced. The book raises the issue of what effect upon family life, especially upon women, was the fact that most could reasonably expect their children to live into maturity and beyond that to old age? These are the questions the book provokes, and it provides us with the foundation to continue to ask demanding questions.


The book exposes an astounding story of Jewish fortitude and resilience. One per cent of the convicts on the First Fleet were Jews—a population percentage not since matched. Within a short time the structures of Jewish survival were in place. The book refers to the benevolent societies, the appropriate burial rituals and the formal list of synagogue donors. A further fascinating issue is unmasked, that of why so many Jews sought to establish Jewish life in difficult circumstances and why so many did not. How many Australians of our present generation must have Jewish antecedents? This book partially answers the question—hundreds of thousands. This is a unique picture of a whole community—rich and poor, emancipist, male and female, free settler and convict. So often history is reserved for the powerful or the wealthy. Australia's extraordinary wealth of records gives us a fresh perspective on the past.


The author has given new meaning to the words ‘industry’ and ‘competence’. In my view this book surpasses his previous publications. Rabbi Levi has transformed the dry records of colonial history into a series of engaging personal stories. Here you will meet Australia's first musician, a wizard, our first actors and theatrical producers, many of Australia's first business men and women. There are pastoral pioneers, brewers and farmers. There are convicts who made good and convicts who suffered terrible punishments and whose lives were forever shattered. There are Jewish converts to Christianity and Gentiles who became Jews. In this book we meet the hapless Raphael Harris who, it is noted, ‘may well have been the first Hungarian to arrive in Australia’. He understood ‘distilling in all its branches’. He had ‘thick lips’, but ‘no whiskers’. Raphael was transported for seven years for stealing a watch. In May 1831 he was given ten lashes for cutting up his blanket, and later another twelve for refusing to work. He capped his life by drowning at New Norfolk in Tasmania on Christmas Eve 1832. There is much to read about Raphael, and thousands upon thousands of facts about the other arrivals.


John Levi has given life to our history and in the telling of an entire community has bestowed dignity and meaning to our forefathers and mothers. It adorns Jewish learning wherever and whenever it is read. It has been the greatest honour to have written this foreword.


The Hon. Howard Nathan QC
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Introduction


FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS the inhabitants of the vast Australian continent marked the passage of life by their awareness of an intimate and spiritual identity with their environment. This sense was incomprehensible to the first European exiles who found themselves dumped on the edge of an alien world. On 26 January 1788 the great southern continent's destiny changed forever with the arrival at Sydney Cove of the First Fleet carrying 759 miserable convicts and an assorted contingent of officers, soldiers and marines. Among those first arrivals were Australia's first Jews. There is no other Jewish community in the Diaspora that can trace its origins back to its country's first day of European settlement.


This early colonial chapter of Australian history is the subject of this study. The period came to an abrupt end with the discovery of gold in 1850, after which the rapid increase in population transformed the Australian colonies. This biographical dictionary includes details of the lives of all the Jewish immigrants to Australia during the first sixty-two years of European settlement. It is therefore a portrait of an entire Jewish community in the latter decades of the eighteenth century and the first half of the nineteenth century. During that time a penal colony was dominated by a military clique with an agrarian population that clung to the south-eastern edge of a vast continent. Apart from the indigenous Australians, the Jews constituted the only non-Christian minority. They formed a small urban class of ‘outsiders’. They were the traders, auctioneers and dealers who made up a primitive, putative middle class.


Between 1788 and 1850 virtually half the almost 1500 Jews who arrived in Australia were convicts; only three or four individuals brought any financial capital with them. To succeed financially in the new Australian colonies took extraordinary skill and, of course, luck. Only in the final decade of the period would Jewish free settlers outnumber Jewish convicts and emancipists (former convicts) and their experiences provide us with illuminating contrasts.


It has been possible to collect the biographical data from a wide variety of sources. These details often begin with the printed records of trials conducted at the Old Bailey and the individuals reappear in the indents of the convict transport ships. For those who survived the long journey to the other side of the world, there are records of colonial musters, ration books and detailed police dossiers. The Australian convict system bred a complicated system of bureaucratic checks. The files of the governors, lieutenant governors and colonial secretaries in all the colonies are useful sources of information. Church records, cemetery registers, tombstone inscriptions, synagogue minute books and existing correspondence files yield valuable information. Official government gazettes grew into colonial newspapers and, especially in the earlier decades, kept track of births, deaths, executions, tickets of leave, certificates of freedom and pardons, departures from the colony, bankruptcies and criminal trials. Most biographies conclude with a basic list of references to assist further research.


The first Jews to arrive in Australia came with a cultural and historical background that was radically different from that of other exiles from the United Kingdom. Almost all were the children of Jewish families who were recent arrivals in England, having escaped from a deeply hostile continental European environment. By the conclusion of the eighteenth century, two million Jews, or four-fifths of all the Jews of the world, were to be found in Europe.1 Less than one-tenth of that number lived in the developing mercantile economies of Western Europe—England, the Netherlands, France and Italy. In the German-speaking states and principalities of central Europe there may have been half a million Jews whose origins extended back to the days of the Roman Empire.2


History and geography had shaped two distinct European Jewish worlds. The Jewish refugees from the Iberian Peninsula fled from the Inquisition and took with them a proud tradition of involvement with the culture of Spain and Portugal. Their sophisticated world had collapsed in 1492 when Ferdinand and Isabella signed the edict of expulsion that purged Spain of both Jews and Muslims. These Jews were known as Sephardim. Most European Jews described themselves as Ashkenazim and their ethnic origins could be traced back to a community of some ten thousand Jews who lived peacefully in the Rhineland until the onslaught of the Crusades.3 Suddenly the Jews found themselves victimised for being the nearest available infidels by those on their way to rescue the Holy Land from the Saracens. The centuries of persecution of the unbelievers who were close at hand had begun.4


The Jews of mediaeval Europe were only permitted to survive subject to complex legal restrictions imposed upon them by both secular and ecclesiastical authorities. The Jews of Europe could not own land, hire servants or employ serfs. They could not join trade guilds or become apprentices. They were permitted to be rag dealers and to purchase the noxious clothes of the dead. They could change and lend small amounts of money. Urban Jewish residence came to be strictly limited by law to the squalid sections of the town. Walls were built around these ghettos. When venturing beyond these restrictive walls and gates, Jews were forced to wear absurdly coloured clothes and hats and conspicuous badges on their outer garments. They were blamed for the Black Death, which they had caused by poisoning the wells. They were known to have desecrated the Host when the wafer on the altar became discoloured. The Jews were paying the price for having crucified the Lord.


The squalor of the ghetto generated both isolation and corporate autonomy. The compensation for daily humiliation was the Jewish conviction that they were God's witnesses and guardians of the sacred texts. They had stood at Mt Sinai. Their humiliation was proof of the truth of the new Israel that had superseded the old stock of Abraham. A biblical calendar governed their lives and sustained the dream that one day they would return to the Holy Land and rebuild the Holy Temple in Jerusalem.


During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries a mercantile revolution swept through Europe. The gold and silver of the New World fed the development of capitalism, and wealth could no longer be measured only by the accumulated ownership of land. In a world in which status and rank came through financial success, it became increasingly impractical to suppress a religious community for theological reasons. The era of mercantilism or capitalism ushered in a new age of grudging tolerance for some of the Jews of Western Europe, who were catapulted into a new world of business and finance.5


Through long centuries of mediaeval darkness the Jews had become experts in surviving in hostile urban environments. In contrast to most of their contemporaries they were literate. Even the poorest boy could read his Hebrew bible and prayer book and conduct a service of worship. The stringent restrictions that had been placed upon the number of Jews who could live in any particular town or village meant that members of the same family were scattered geographically, allowing the creation of a rudimentary commercial network. (The Rothschild family of the Frankfurt Ghetto is the most impressive example of the utilisation of family networking that functioned above and beyond national and linguistic boundaries.)


The first members of the Jewish community of London were Sephardim who had settled in England unobtrusively during the first half of the sixteenth century. Communal and commercial ties linked these refugees to the flourishing Jewish community that had emerged in the Netherlands. The pace of Jewish emancipation in Europe began to accelerate, and its impact was felt in England.6


In 1657 in London a rented house was adapted for use as a synagogue. In 1701 the Spanish and Portuguese Jews dedicated the Bevis Marks Synagogue, which is carefully located beyond the boundary of the City of London. Timidly and cautiously the Jews of England emerged from obscurity. Following the precedent set by the Sephardim, in Duke's Place, just around the corner from Bevis Marks, the Ashkenazi Jews built their own synagogue. As several other smaller congregations existed, its rabbi came to be called the Chief Rabbi of the Great Synagogue. The statutes of the City of London demanded that the owners of retail businesses take up the freedom of the city ‘upon the true faith of a Christian’, which effectively excluded Jews. Up to 1830, Jews in England were barred from Parliament, from high rank in the navy and army, from membership of the University of Oxford and from degrees and fellowships at the University of Cambridge. It was not until 1831 that the restrictions imposed by the City of London were removed, after which other barriers rapidly fell. In 1833 Lincoln's Inn called Francis Goldsmid to the Bar and, in 1835, David Salomons was elected Sheriff of London and Middlesex.


By the end of the eighteenth century the Jewish community of England had grown to number some ten thousand individuals, most of whom were of Ashkenazi descent. They chose to dress distinctively. The men were bearded, adorned with large black hats that crowned their gaberdine cloaks, and they spoke Yiddish or Judeo-German, the Jewish dialects of central Europe. They settled in London's squalid East End, close to the docks and near the markets and fairs that flourished near the waterways. Imbued with an unquenchable optimism, they had dreamed that somewhere in the world they would find a safe haven. They were not the merchants and the financiers who were easily accepted by the English. They were penniless migrants who brought very few skills and no money with them. The Jewish pedlars, dressed in clothes that seemed bizarre, carried their meagre stock into the lanes of rural England in search of customers. Both in London and in the countryside they were walking targets for taunts and violence. The impression they unwittingly created was so outlandish that, in 1786, when the infamous Lord George Gordon of the anti-Catholic Gordon Riots converted to Judaism, it was assumed he was insane.


The Jews constituted an alien, poverty-stricken and puzzling presence and so it appeared as though London's East End was awash with Jews who overflowed the courts, the gaols and the prison hulks. Exaggerated as this picture may be, an anonymous essay on The Commercial Habits of the Jews, published in London in 1809, clearly describes a community in crisis:


The number of intricate lanes and alleys near Whitechapel and other parts of the town entirely occupied by these [Jewish] miscreants and their associates, render them formidable to the officers of justice, and at the same time impervious to the public eye. From these depositors of filth and iniquity, the approach of morning sends them in herds over the whole face of the capital … the baneful and immoral effects upon society with such a race of men need not be insisted upon.


In 1796 the Police Magistrate Patrick Colquhoun believed that 20 000 Jews lived in the metropolis.7 This figure was an exaggerated one, and would not be reached until the mid-1840s. Colquhoun estimated that there were 100 000 criminals in London out of a total population of 640 000, of whom 2000 (or 10 per cent of the total Jewish population) were ‘itinerant Jews, wandering from street to street, holding out temptation to pilfer and to steal, and Jew Boys carrying bad shillings, who purchase items stolen by Servants, Stable boys etc. etc. generally paying in base money’.


These were the first Jews in Australia. As the years passed they would be joined by their cousins and brothers and sometimes by their parents and members of their extended families. First cousin married first cousin. Men found wives among their sisters-in-law. Intercolonial marriages were common and miniature commercial dynasties came into being.


The Jews of Australia have rarely numbered more that half of 1 per cent of the country's population. Their heritage differed radically from the rest of the population. We can now ask whether the Jews constituted a distinct segment of the community in colonial Australia and whether their religious and ethnic identity remained viable in an entirely new social environment. Are we describing the lives of hundreds of unconnected individuals who have nothing in common with each other, or was there a sense of corporate identity that survived the long journey from England?


The answers to these questions can be found within these pages, in the stories of the people. Briefly, the first Jews of colonial Australia did not leave their Judaism behind in London or in Amsterdam. They struggled, at great cost, to maintain their identity. They had no clear precedent to prepare themselves for life in a new and open society and they lacked an understanding of their own history. When they built Australia's first synagogues they saw no need to provide space for communal interaction or for the education of their children. They had no trained spiritual leadership throughout the entire period. The imbalanced ratio of men to women made it impossible for the early Jewish arrivals to find a Jewish partner. A lack of religious leadership and knowledge, exacerbated by intermarriage, and residual social prejudice ravaged the first Australian-born Jewish generation. However, looking back, it may well have been the contrast with the painful memories of Jewish life in Europe that gave these new Australians some hope that the community would survive and be treated with dignity. They clearly constituted a distinct segment of colonial society and became a tightly knit community that developed a mechanism for survival.


Jewish status is a complicated matter. Being a Jew is not primarily determined by belief. According to rabbinic tradition Jewish identity is matrilineal. In the new Australian colonies this definition was often dealt with pragmatically, and the earliest Jewish congregations recognised as Jews the children of Jewish fathers. A convert to Judaism is required to be immersed in a ritual bath (mikveh) and to be accepted by a rabbinical court. This procedure could not be followed in Australia. Somehow or other, the wives of Jewish men were accepted by the congregations. Women changed their first names to those with a biblical resonance and were permitted to join the synagogue. Practical considerations won the day.


Given the paucity of direct data, how is it possible to identify the Jews of colonial Australia? ‘Jewish’ surnames provide a start. In Europe the Jews of the period of political emancipation were often forced to purchase surnames in place of the traditional Hebrew name system, which identified individuals as the son or daughter of their father. Upon arrival in England these German, Polish or Russian surnames were dropped in favour of English biblical names, such as Abrahams, Benjamin, Jacobs and Solomon. Other migrants translated their Hebrew or Yiddish name into English, while some became integrated with adopted names, such as Anderson, David or Brown. Surnames (and first names) are therefore a useful but not infallible guide to Jewish identity. There were many Elijahs, Zadoks, Cowens and Jacobs who were good and pious churchmen.


In London the transcripts of trials frequently identify who was Jewish by their place of residence, their (alleged) trade, by their place of birth and by the names of those friends and relatives who came to court to beg for mercy on behalf of the accused. In Australia Jews went to great lengths to ensure that they would not be buried as Christians. Jewish cemeteries were established in all the colonial centres before synagogues were built. The existing synagogue records provide us with basic data while letter books, marriage documents and birth books (which include the names of parents) supplement the list of names. Beginning in the 1820s parents registered their children at birth and recorded their religion. In some cases the choice of the description ‘Hebrew’ or ‘Israelite’ had nothing to do with the Jewish community but reflected membership of a Protestant sect. Nevertheless, it is clear that a number of Jewish women insisted on registering their newborn children as Jews even though the children, in later life, would have no association with the community. Trades and professions are also useful indicators of Jewish identity. Not every dealer was Jewish, but many were. George Street in Sydney came to be lined with the shops of Jewish dealers, drapers, pawnbrokers and auctioneers. Long before the search for gold opened up the outback, Jews set up general stores and pubs on country tracks and in rural villages. Those families who remained Jewish would, in time, drift back to the metropolis for social and family reasons, and during the early colonial period as many Jews lived in the rural districts as in the towns.


The British defeat of the French in 1815 led to widespread social unrest and unemployment in the United Kingdom, and consequently to a dramatic increase in the number of convicts sent to Australia. From 1816 to 1825 the average number of those sentenced to transportation was 2000 each year. From 1826 to 1836 it was 4900.8 The colonial authorities began to pay attention to their ratio of Catholics and Protestants who were being sent to the Antipodes. The crimes of the Irish were nearly all related to poverty and hunger, and these convicts had no reason to love the Crown or to respect the British military. The need to identify convicts according to their religious affiliation was certainly not a theological necessity but constituted political caution, lest republicanism lead to an Australian colonial rebellion that would mimic the American War of Independence. In addition, as the population increased so too did the need for the accumulation of personal data on the convict population. Convict escapees needed to be identified by their physical characteristics. We therefore know how tall the convicts were, the colour of their eyes, the shape of their face, what tattoos they had, what trades or skills they said they possessed, details about family, education, literacy, marital status, nicknames, behaviour in prison, in the hulks and on board ship, the number of children, place of birth, length of sentence and subsequent behaviour in gaol, and time of release.


Not all colonial documents agree with one another and not all colonial records still exist. Nevertheless an immense amount of information does exist and every attempt has been made to record these sources. The biographical material is biased in favour of men. Women were often treated as chattels, and children received even less attention. Even free female migrants were simply recorded as ‘Mrs So and So’, and when they died they were known as ‘relict’ of their husband with no mention of their first name.


New South Wales eventually became ‘too settled’ and ‘too civilised’ for transportation to be an effective punishment.9 The last convict transport ship to New South Wales arrived in Sydney Harbour on 18 November 1840. The ratio of convicts to free settlers quickly altered, so that convicts and emancipists were outnumbered by free settlers and their families who had chosen to try their luck in a new world. In Van Diemen's Land the transportation of prisoners lingered until the discovery of gold on the mainland made a mockery of transportation. By that time very few Jews were being transported to Australia as the Jewish community of London had begun to educate its own children, care for the poverty-stricken immigrants and ease a great deal of the sense of alienation that had led its young people into a life of crime. As the Cumberland Times of Parramatta reported on 1 November 1845:


The Hebrews of the colony, as of every other locality in the British dominions, have established for themselves as a body a reputation of general morality, integrity and munificent generosity … We conscientiously opine the Hebrew to be in error; but wherever the gift of the religion is guaranteed by the morality of its professors we can see no reason why they should suffer disabilities.


The Jews of early Australia were not paragons of religious virtue but they defined themselves through consistent acts of self-identification. So synagogues were built, children were named and registered, and funerals were arranged even when there was no synagogue. Poverty, inexperience and one colonial economic recession after another deeply affected this small and exposed group of entrepreneurs, most of whom could only accumulate meagre assets. In colonial Australia, Jews were often damned if they succeeded and damned when they failed. Wealthy Jewish free immigrants, such as Michael Phillips, Walter Levi and Joseph Barrow Montefiore, who brought sufficient capital with them to warrant grants of land, were ignored or denied their rights. Officialdom could not believe that a Jew could own land and cultivate crops. In London the emancipist Solomon Levey bankrolled and encouraged Thomas Peel's plans to settle at Swan River but was kept out of public view as much because of his Jewish identity as because of his convict past.


Australia rapidly engendered a sense of security and identity within the newly evolving society. On 2 December 1835 the Sydney Herald drew the attention of the public to the number of Jewish stall-holders at the newly built town market. The wealthy emancipist Samuel Lyons thundered: ‘Why have Gentiles a deed of settlement more than infidels, or do they pay more taxes, are they more patriotic? But those days of religious persecution belong to the last century, the banner of religious toleration floats triumphantly and the Hebrew ranks with his fellow citizen in spite of a bigoted clergy’.


The ‘bigoted clergy’ were the Anglican bishops of the House of Lords in Westminster who, for one hundred years, had blocked every parliamentary move towards Jewish political emancipation. Far away from Europe a new social reality was being created in which the Jewish community instinctively felt they would play a full and equal part. They knew that Jews had been part of Australia since the arrival of the First Fleet.


Fifteen Jews sailed with the First Fleet in 1788. Their names should be recorded at the beginning of this book. There were seven men, seven women and one child.


Henry Abrahams, Daniel Daniels, John Harris, John Hart, David Jacobs, Joseph Levy and Peter Opley.


Esther Abrahams and her infant daughter Rosanna, Sarah Burdo, Rebecca Davison, Frances Hart, Flora Larah, Amelia Levy and Leah (Mary) Levy.





1 H. M. Sachar, The Course of Modern Jewish History, p. 33f.


2 R. Mahler, A History of Modern Jewry 1780–1815, p. xv.


3 I. A. Agus, Urban Civilization in Pre-Crusade Europe, p. 9.


4 H. H. Ben-Sasson (ed.), A History of the Jewish People, p. 477f.


5 E. Rivkin, The Shaping of Jewish History, p. 140.


6 T. M. Endelman, The Jews of Georgian England, p. 2f.


7 R. D. Barnett, ‘Anglo-Jewry in the Eighteenth Century’, in V. D. Lipman (ed.), Three Centuries of Anglo-Jewish History, p. 61.


8 A. G. L. Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, p. 147.


9 ibid., p. 275.









Author's Note


THE SECOND BOOK OF the Hebrew Bible (Exodus) begins with the words V'Eleh Shemot—And These Are the Names. Having co-authored a book called Australian Genesis it seemed appropriate for the second book about the first Jews in Australia to echo the name of the second book of the Torah. I hasten to add that this is not a book of revelation. It is an attempt to include the names and memories of more than 1600 pioneers. These Are the Names is an alphabetical list. It will be seen that family relationships often override the distinction between those who were transported and those who came as free settlers. There were many who were known by their nicknames and there were some who changed their names. These extra names, aliases and maiden names appear in brackets after the ‘official’ names at the head of each entry.


Where the person was born, and the years of birth and death are also recorded at the beginning of each entry. The early indents did not give the age of those transported, but later indents described the age and religion of each individual. However, both age and religion were recorded differently at time of marriage, death or subsequent trial. The degree of literacy of the transported convicts was often noted and, in the latter years of the transportation system an attempt was made to record English family relationships.


Whenever possible the name of the transport or passenger ship is listed, followed by its year of arrival. The method of designating which ship was used and which voyage it may have been follows the system used by Charles Bateson in his book The Convict Ships 1787–1868 (1969). Following the name of the ship the number in brackets indicates the ship, its voyage, and notes the use of the same name for a new ship.


The status of each individual, ‘Convict’ or ‘Free’, is listed, and for convicts, the place of trial and the sentence handed down are also noted. It was important for the authorities to know the marital status of the convict and the settler at the time of arrival. This is followed by the number of children the individual is known to have had in the course of their lifetime. Jews were anxious to affirm the Jewish status of their children and the synagogue (and cemetery) lists kept track of the Jewish children. However, the children of ‘mixed’ marriages cannot be traced with the same degree of accuracy. Finally, the trade or occupation of the settlers and convicts is recorded.


This dictionary of biography of colonial Jewry is a picture of an entire community. The convicts are included together with the free settlers. Wherever possible, the names of the children introduce us to the second generation of Jewish Australians. The ‘little people’ have been treated with as much care as the famous and the wealthy.


Once again, I need to add that I know that there must be errors and significant omissions. I am certain that this text will generate further research. I therefore begin with an apology to those who, for family reasons, know more about these early Australians than I do.


Colonial documents are often fragmentary and obstinately contradictory. There are cases where a number of people bear the same names. There are entries, for example, for five different Samuel Jacobs, seven individuals called Abraham Levy, twelve called Samuel Levy, and seven named Abraham Cohen. There are many instances where the spelling of a person's name varied between official documents. In the text of the entries these different spellings are maintained.


These Are the Names is written for the layman to pick up and read. I hope the references will lead investigators to do their own research. I have tried to provide the clues.







A



AARON, Abraham

b. London, 1807–1828

Phoenix (2), 1824; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, London, 1823.

Single; Labourer.





Aaron was seventeen years old when he stole a silver Torah scroll pointer from the Duke's Place (Ashkenazi) Synagogue in London. The pointer was made of gilt and set with diamonds and its value was estimated at £32. Aaron had hidden himself in the synagogue, emerging after an evening service, and subsequently attempted to sell the stolen ritual object. He was immediately denounced to the police. Aaron was unable to read or write and had no legal representation in court. He begged the court to bring his rabbi to defend him but to no avail. The convict transport ship's surgeon reported that Aaron had gone mad during the voyage and, in order to bring him to his senses, he received 200 lashes. The official colonial report estimated that the pointer was worth between £4000 and £5000. That scribal mistake would ultimately prove to be Aaron's doom.

Aaron's Australian police dossier in Van Diemen's Land is brief and tragic. On 18 January 1825 he was found out after hours and when he was caught, attempted to escape from the policeman's grasp. He was sentenced to fifty lashes. On the next day a piece of stolen silk was found in his possession and he was sentenced to a further twenty-five lashes. On 30 March 1826 Aaron refused to go out to work and for his ‘insolence’ was sentenced to fifty lashes. On 24 July 1826 he was deemed guilty of ‘improper conduct and neglect of duty’ and received another twenty-five lashes. On 29 October 1827 he was found guilty of the offence of stealing a quantity of yarn from the clothing factory in Hobart Town and was sentenced to receive another fifty lashes. A further charge of theft condemned him to colonial transportation and he was sent to Maria Island where, on 18 July 1828, he stole some clothes from Archibald McLachlan at the Colonial Hospital and was sentenced to death. Aaron was brought back to Hobart Town, persuaded to convert to Christianity, and was baptised. As noted by the Rev. Knopwood in his diary, he was hanged in Hobart Town on Friday morning, 1 August 1828, and the next day the colonial press reported:

This morning at 8 o'clock the awful sentence of the law was carried into execution on Abraham Aaron who was lately convicted of robbery at Maria Island. He was attended by the Rev. Bedford and Rev. Carvosso and appeared to meet his fate with resignation. He shortly addressed the spectators, particularly the Jews, and assured them there is no salvation but through the redeeming blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. He appeared to be about twenty-seven years of age, but extremely frail and emaciated.

He was twenty-one years old.

OBSP, 1822–23, case 1387, p. 511; CON 31/1, and ML 189; CSO 1/336/7715, and CSO 1/292/7122; Tasmanian, 2 August 1828; Hobart Town Courier, 2 August 1828; AG, p. 68.



AARON, Abraham

b. Sheerness

Cumberland, 1825; Free.

Married; Dealer.





Abraham Aaron came steerage on the Cumberland, arriving in Hobart Town on 24 January 1825.

Aaron's arrival in Van Diemen's Land is surprising. There is no doubt that he was the police informer in Sheerness (Kent) responsible for the arrest and subsequent transportation of the brothers Judah and Joseph Solomon (qq.v.). Aaron brought with him a letter from Downing Street, dated 14 July 1824, regarding a grant of land—which had been carefully left unsigned (by Lord Bathurst)! The Justices of the Peace met in Launceston to consider whether the licence held by Henry Davis (q.v.) at the Commercial Inn could be transferred to Aaron. It was agreed to issue the licence.

Aaron next enquired of the Colonial Secretary whether ‘a certain convict's record’ could help him identify the culprit responsible for burning down his house in Launceston. The convict under suspicion had previously looked after a farm owned by Mr (George) Russell (q.v.) where there had been a mysterious fire. The Police Magistrate declined ‘from the opinion I entertain of that Person's character’. Aaron was recorded as being of the Globe Tavern.

Evidently Aaron suspected John Fawkner (snr) of the arson and he subsequently challenged him to a duel: ‘Sir—You having used me unbecoming to a gentleman therefore will You meet me tomorrow and fight me for any sum you may pleases. You will recollect that I came free to this country and You came here as a Convict’. Fawkner replied, ‘Mr Aaron. I have received your Polite challenge—and the Convict accepts. Therefore come out and fight. Otherwise I will come into you and Pay you in your own Coin. If not I may give [you] in charge of the police or prosecute you for Libel. J. F.’

Aaron may have had reason to suspect Fawkner because the latter was a loyal friend of the extended families of Judah and Joseph Solomon. According to the police, Aaron had been a servant of Henry Davis (a brother of George Russell), who had travelled to Sydney in order to escape from his creditors. Davis was in gaol for debt and Aaron had his power of attorney. The police reported:

His behaviour has been anything but respectable. He had visited Davis in Sydney and his house burned down just before he returned home. The sheep owned by Russell and Aaron are most of them supposed to be the property of Davis and they are about slaughtering and salting a hundred yearlings which Aaron is to take to Sydney. The three men are Jews born at Sheerness. Aaron's father was a foreigner who kept a clothes' shop. Aaron has a wife and family residing with his, reputedly wealthy, father-in-law who is the pawnbroker Jonas Michael at Leith.

Aaron applied to the Colonial Secretary for assistance in recovering money owed his wife's uncle, stating that Mr Michael Michaels (q.v.) had lived many years in Hobart Town where he had accumulated several thousand pounds. In 1812 he had left the colony, handing over his businesses to Mr James Lord and appointed him as his agent to collect notes of hand, mortgages and so forth to the value of £1333 to be delivered to Michaels' agent, Dr Bowden. After Mr Lord died, Mr Michaels had appointed the Rev. Knopwood as his agent. However, this gentleman had ‘refused to hand over such money and notes entrusted to him’. Knopwood, a parson and a magistrate, was a powerful figure in Van Diemen's Land and the money could not be recovered.

The following month Abraham Aaron applied to the authorities for a grant of land, claiming to have assets of £186 14s and that he was doing business with Cooper and Levey (Solomon Levey q.v.) worth £800. His application was refused because ‘Aarons has been running sheep on George Russell's property contrary to regulations’. Defeated, Aaron sailed for Swan River and then to England on the ship Ephimina on 3 September 1829, without his uncle-in-law's money.

Sydney Gazette, 3 March 1825; Hobart Town Gazette, 28 January 1825; LSD 1/1/, pp. 61–75; CSO 1/214/5163, dated 11 February 1828, with the address ‘Police Office Launceston’; CSO, 1/242/5844, dated 14 January 1827, with the address ‘The Globe Tavern, Launceston’; Hobart Town Courier, 3 September 1829.



AARON, David (AARONS)

b. Holland, 1792

Lady Nugent (1), 1835; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Lancaster, 1834.

Married; Soldier; 5 children.





‘A converted Jew.’ Dark ruddy complexion, dark brown hair, brown eyes, nearly bald at top of head. Scar under left ear. Can read. No previous convictions. Aaron had three male children and two female children (in England).

David Aaron was forty-one when he arrived in Sydney on the Lady Nugent on 9 April 1835. The family was listed in the New South Wales Muster of 1837. Aaron was assigned to David Hitchcock at Sutton Forest. He was granted a ticket of leave in 1839.

Lady Nugent (1) Printed Indent, p. 62; TL in Governors' Despatches 1840, ML A1222, p. 591.



AARON, Esther

Convict.





Esther Aaron was sentenced for theft in Sydney on 18 February 1809.

Sydney Gazette, 19 February 1809.



AARON, Joseph (AARONS)

b. London, 1816

Lady Nugent (2), 1836; Convict; Sentenced to life, Central Criminal Court, 1836.

Single; Furrier; Height: 165 cm; 1 child.





Dark complexion, black hair. Transported for burglary on the same boat as his fellow thieves, Solomon Hyams (aged nineteen), Aaron Moses, nineteen (q.v.), and David Martin (q.v.), who were convicted of the same offence. The four men broke into the house of dressmaker Jane Hart at 33 Gravel Lane, Houndsditch, on 18 March 1836, with intent to steal. They were sentenced to death on 9 May 1836 and then,‘on account of their youth’, the sentence was commuted to transportation for life.

Joseph Aaron arrived in Van Diemen's Land on 12 November 1836. On 1 April 1840 he was sentenced to two months hard labour on the treadmill for disobedience. Two days later, the Lieutenant Governor directed that a record be made of his having ‘courageously’ extinguished a fire in the premises adjoining his master. In 1841 Aarons was working as a constable in Launceston. On 9 August 1841 an accusation of felony was discharged, and on 24 September he was fined 10 shillings for ‘misconduct’.

Also that year, Joseph Aaron was asked to give evidence at the inquest into the death of the convict Benjamin Cohen (q.v.). Aaron had been asked to meet with Cohen, who was suffering from the delusion that he had been brought to Launceston to be burnt at the stake by the Inquisition.

Aaron received permission to marry ‘Hannah’ Cokely, twenty years of age, who had come out as a convict on the Majestic in 1839. They married in Launceston on 27 May 1844. Aaron received his ticket of leave on 8 March 1844 and a conditional pardon on 15 January 1846.

His signature (‘Joseph Aarons’) appears on the petition of 20 May 1843 asking for permission to establish a synagogue in Launceston. There is a note in the Hobart Town Congregational Minutes, dated 20 June 1847, that he ‘had married a Christian woman in the Church’. He requested that the congregation ‘sanction his child by her, being circumcised and also permit her to become a proselyte’. The circumcision was permitted, the child was named Mordecai, and the mother took the name ‘Hannah’. By 1850, Joseph and Hannah Aarons had settled in South Australia, where he was a ‘general dealer’.

OBSP, 1836, case 1134, pp. 5–6; CON 18/14; CON 31/2, no. 741; CON 52/1/2, p. 4; Launceston Synagogue Petition, CO 280/157.



AARON, Samuel Hyam

b. 1807

Warrior, 1835; Free.

Single; Dealer.





Samuel Aaron arrived in Sydney on 27 February 1835, aged twenty-eight. He became a servant of the wife of Nathan Mandelson (q.v.) of George Street, Sydney, and was revealed to have stolen clothes and other articles from the Mandelson family in December 1835. He was dismissed from work and put into police custody. His case was heard at Sydney's Central Criminal Court on 8 December 1835. At the trial Aaron pleaded ‘not guilty’, but was remanded to complete his ‘former sentence’.

Warrior Indent, 4/5208; Sydney Gazette, 3 November 1835; Central Criminal Court, Sydney, 8 December 1835, AO.



AARONS, Aaron (see ANDERSON, John Henry and James Henri (Aaron) Anderson)







AARONS, Hyam (Hiam)

b. London, 1801

Guildford (7), 1827; Convict; Sentenced to life, Surrey, 1826.

Single; Furrier and cap-maker; Height: 163 cm; 1 child.





‘Jew.’ Sallow pock-pitted face, dark brown hair, black or very dark brown whiskers, small eyes. Could read. ‘HBH’ tattooed on right arm.

Aarons arrived in New South Wales on 25 July 1827 and was assigned to G. Townsend Trevellyn. ‘Higham Aaron’ appears in the Newcastle Magistrates' Book on 8 May 1828. He already held a ticket of leave and was found in Newcastle without a pass. He was reprimanded and discharged from custody. He was listed in the 1828 Census as a ‘Protestant’ working on Road Party no. 20. Aarons was convicted with Lewis Lazarus (q.v.) in Sydney. He was described at the Hyde Park Barracks as a ‘troublesome character. Disobedient. Abusive language’. After ten days on the treadmill he was to be sent to a distant road party. He was admitted to the Phoenix hulk on 3 September 1833 from Sydney Gaol, to serve a twelvemonth sentence in the iron gang, but was returned to the Hyde Park Barracks on 29 June 1834 after having absconded from custody. The General Muster of 1837 listed him as an assigned convict servant of James Bloodworth of Cassilis.

Aarons received his ticket of leave on 29 May 1839. Hiam Aarons received permission to marry Jean Taylor (aged twenty-seven), who had come on the George Hibbert (sentenced to fourteen years). Both held tickets of leave when they were married at Bathurst by the Rev. Smythe on 24 April 1841. They had a child, John, in 1842, whose birth was registered at the Presbyterian Church, in Bathurst. A conditional pardon was issued in the District of Bathurst in June 1846.

Guildford Indent 4/6282, no. 738; TL 39/1008; Permission to Marry Book, 1841, p. 226, 4/4513; ML A1241, p. 141; Phoenix (hulk) Entrance Book, 4/6282, no. 738; Hyde Park Barracks Index, X825, 8 March 1833.



AARONS, (AARON) JOSEPH jnr

Mary, 1823, Free.





The English born son of Joseph and Rachel Aarons (qq.v.) who arrived with his mother and sisters on the Mary at the age of two. On the 1828 census he is listed as Joseph Aarons aged 7. He flourished in the colony and, as an adult, went on to become an extremely successful pastoralist and the mayor of the rural town of Wellington. He died in 1904 leaving a widow and eight children.

Family information from Bronwyn Russell.



AARONS, Isaac

Hashemy, 1839; Free.

Married; 2 children.





Isaac Aarons arrived in Port Jackson on 25 January 1839, from London, with his wife, son and daughter. They were recorded as having travelled ‘Cabin Class’. They may not have been Jewish.

Hashemy Indent, ML 4/5214.



AARONS, Joseph

b. Germany, 1763

Fortune (2), 1813; Convict; Sentenced to 14 years, Old Bailey, 1811.

Pedlar; Height: 155 cm.





Dark sallow complexion. Black hair. Eyes dark (sore eyes). Aarons was seen acting suspiciously at St Paul's Old Churchyard when a stolen bundle of silver ‘cuttings’ was handed over to him by a thief. Aarons was heard to say: ‘There is someone watching us. Give me the bundle’. When he failed to elude his pursuer, he dropped the bundle in the street. Eight character witnesses were called before the verdict was delivered.

Aarons arrived in Sydney on 11 June 1813. He was fifty years old. The captain of the Fortune placed a notice in the Sydney Gazette on 23 October 1813 telling him that he had forgotten to pick up some money entrusted to the captain at the beginning of the voyage. Aarons, however, was ill and a patient in the Sydney General Hospital. He was granted a ticket of leave.

OBSP, 1811 case 207, p. 129; HO 10/1; CO 207/1; Sydney Gazette, 23 October 1813; TL no. 1046.



AARONS, Joseph

b. Holland, 1787–1865

Princess Royal (1), 1823; Convict; Sentenced to life, Old Bailey, 1821.

Married; Shopkeeper; Height: 163 cm; 12 children.





Brown pock-pitted complexion, brown hair and brown eyes. Sentenced, together with his wife, on 12 September 1821. They had attempted to steal cloth from a London warehouse. While Joseph pretended to look at some cloth displayed for sale, Rachel (q.v.), who was pregnant, attempted to hide 18 yards of cloth (worth £18) under her skirt. She was caught while leaving the warehouse when she accidentally dropped the cloth.

Both spoke very little English. Joseph defended himself (through an interpreter), saying: ‘What my wife did I know nothing about. I am a merchant. The prosecutors did not see my wife take it any more than I did. I gave her two slaps on the bonnet for doing it.’ Rachel declared: ‘What I did was unknown to my husband’. The story ‘seems true’ but both were transported for life. Joseph and Rachel (née Schlesinger) had married in Hamburg in 1813.

Joseph Aarons arrived in New South Wales on 11 March 1823 and was assigned to the Jewish emancipist Joseph Raphael (q.v.). He claimed to have worked for him with ‘diligence and care and honesty’, in his application to be with his own family. Aarons was told to take his wife Rachel (q.v.) and four children to Emu Plains. Aarons wrote again (20 January 1824): ‘Joseph Raphael makes [me] work from sunrise to sunset which severity obliges your petitioner's wife and helpless offspring to become burthens on the generosity of a humane public’. His wife, he reported, was obliged to become ‘a common washerwoman. Recently received a remittance from his friends in England which will enable him to support his family independent’. Aarons was told that if he was to complain again, his wife would be sent to the Female Factory. However, he was given permission to work for himself.

In the Sydney Gazette of 7 October 1826 he advertised that he would pay a reward for the return of a pocket book lost on a road near Windsor and which contained four promissory notes.

By February 1827 Aarons owned a shop at 70 George Street and advertised that he sold ‘piece goods’, and ‘Gents and Ladies’ Stockings'. By 1828 he was also acting as an agent for the ship Monitor, which traded between Sydney and Newcastle. Aarons wrote a new petition to the Governor asking for a conditional pardon on 5 November 1827, stating that he had six children and that he worked ‘in the best honest manner he could with many contracts in Local Government very large dealings with merchants’. A conditional pardon was granted on 27 May 1828.

Aarons and his family were listed in the General Muster of New South Wales of November 1828 and in the official list of convicts in the colony. He was described as a ‘dealer’. Aarons was granted a pass permitting him to extend his business to the Hunter River and asked for permission to proceed from Sydney to Newcastle for the purpose of disposing of goods.

In a note addressed to the editor of the Sydney Gazette on 18 August 1828, a subscriber wrote: ‘that at a distance of 100 miles from the capital 80 roods have been sold for £60 sterling … an honest Israelite yclept Joseph Aarons has commenced building a large brick store at Wallis Plains … We know of no one more industrious in his attention to “Advance Australia” … we can only wish him success’. At the end of the year Aarons became the owner of the Emu Inn at the corner of George and Bathurst streets in Sydney. A publican's licence was granted in July 1830. He faced near bankruptcy when a severe hail storm damaged his inn and its furniture on 13 January 1829, but he recovered and the hotel's licence was renewed until 1834.

The Australian of 16 October 1829 recorded that: ‘On Tuesday last the rite of circumcision was performed for the second time in this colony. An infant boy of Mr Joseph Aarons, dealer of George St, was the subject of this antient rite. Mr Michael Hyam [q.v.] performed the office of High Priest’.

George Yeomans of Wallis Plains (near Newcastle) appointed Aarons his agent. It was noted that ‘Aarons has a quantity of solid Pork’ (Sydney Gazette, 9 June 1828). Aarons received a rare absolute pardon in 1838. He then sold his house in York Street and travelled with his wife and two children to England, returning to Australia in 1839. That year, Joseph Aarons and family gave £85 to the Sydney Synagogue building appeal. Aarons was a member of the synagogue committee in 1839.

Joseph Aarons ‘of Pitt St’ was declared insolvent on 30 March 1842, with debts of £3678 and assets of £319. He was discharged from bankruptcy on 8 March 1844, and was listed in the first Sydney municipal election voters' list with a dwelling house in Castlereagh Street. In 1845 Rachel Aarons was sentenced to two years in prison for larceny from Isaac Levey (q.v.), and Joseph was convicted of receiving stolen property and sent to prison for one year. On 16 June 1846, their daughter, Mrs Hannah Moses, received a reply to her appeal to the government to have mercy on her parents. (Hannah had married Isaac Moses [q.v.] at Yass on 28 February 1839.)

Joseph Aarons died in Sydney on 4 December 1865 and was buried at the Devonshire Street cemetery. His wife Rachel died on 20 July 1866. Their son, Isaac Aarons, arranged for the graves to be moved to Rookwood in 1901. Joseph was survived by three sons (Joseph (born in London in 1821), Henry and Isaac) and five daughters, Rosina, Sarah, Rebecca, Louisa and Hannah. His Australian-born children were Sarah (1826 at Sydney), Rebecca (1828), Henry (1829), Isaac (1831), Louisa (1834).

OBSP, 1820–21, case 1123, p. 444; Princess Royal Indent 4/4004, p. 459; Petition to Governor Brisbane, 20 October 1823, 4/1872; CS, petition 4/3549, p. 102, 4/3550, p. 87, 4/3692, p. 14, and 4/4432, p. 29; Sydney Morning Herald, 6 January 1845, 8 March 1846; Sydney Record, 16 March 1844; Morning Chronicle, 3 May 1845; G. F. J. Bergman, ‘Joseph Aarons Snr’, AJJHS, vol. 7, no. 3 (1972), pp. 234–5; CS, 30 March 1827, 4/1927; Free Pardon 015; ML A1270, p. 259; HO 10/28; AG, pp. 141, 153, 168, 183. Family information from Bronwyn Russell.



AARONS, Rachel (Rachael SCHLESINGER)

b. Hamburg, 1790–1866

Mary, 1823; Convict; Sentenced to life, Old Bailey, 1822.

Married; Shopkeeper; Height: 160 cm; 12 children.





Florid, freckled and pock-pitted complexion. Light brown hair, hazel grey eyes. Rachel Aarons was sentenced to transportation twice. The first trial was in company with her husband, Joseph Aarons (q.v.), at the Old Bailey for stealing 18 yards of woollen cloth valued at £15. The second trial was at the Lancaster Quarter Sessions held at Manchester on 21 October 1822, where she was convicted of stealing five dresses and sixty silk handkerchiefs.

The convict ship Mary arrived on 5 October 1823. Rachel and her ‘four small children’, Rachel (aged seven), Rosina (five), Hannah (four), and Aaron Joseph (two), were sent to the Female Factory in Parramatta. Her husband wrote to her that he ‘arrived in the colony eight months previously under sentence of transportation for life and is off the stores a fortnight ago’ (letter, dated 17 November 1823). On 26 April 1824 Rachel petitioned the Colonial Secretary that her husband Joseph be assigned into her custody. Joseph Aarons prospered, and by 1828 was the owner of the Emu Inn at the corner of Bathurst and George streets in Sydney. In that year Rachel Aarons, owner of a small vessel employed in the colonial trade, assaulted a former captain who owed her money. Rachel was granted a ticket of leave in 1828 and a certificate of freedom in 1830.

In 1837 Rachel petitioned to ‘support and adopt the illegitimate female child of Mary Ann Downs, a Convict per the Elizabeth who died in the Parramatta Factory and is now in the Female Orphan School. The Police Magistrate testified that Rachael Aarons was very decently well conducted’, and the chaplain wrote that Rachel had been baptised in the Christian faith.

In March 1845 Rachel Aarons was sentenced to two years in the Female Factory for stealing goods from Isaac Levey (q.v.), who suspected that she had stolen about £500 worth of goods over a long period of time. Her daughter Hannah petitioned for her release from Parramatta Gaol, claiming her mother was in bad health. The Colonial Secretary replied to Mrs Hannah Moses saying that the government could not interfere. Hannah wrote again on 22 September 1846 and the rest of the sentence was remitted. Rachel was listed in the Female Factory at Parramatta on 11 November 1847.

Despite her obviously expedient conversion, Rachel Aarons was buried in Sydney at Lidcombe as a Jew on 24 July 1866.

Ship Indent 4/4009, p. 94; 4/4303; 4/3692; CF 30/730, dated 27/10/1830; Sydney Gazette, 23 April 1827; Atlas (Sydney), 8 February 1845; G. F. J. Bergman, ‘Joseph Aarons Snr’, AJJHS, vol. 7, no. 3 (1972), pp. 234–5; CS, 37/11645, in 4/2361.1; AG, pp. 153, 168.



ABRAHAM, Elizabeth

Baring, 1815; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, 1814.

Single; 1 child.





Elizabeth Abraham arrived in New South Wales on 7 September 1815. She was listed in the 1828 Census as Jewish and with her de facto name ‘Elizabeth Stephens’. Her child, Robert, was born in 1823 and in September 1826 was admitted into the Orphan Institute. His mother was listed then as ‘Elizabeth Abraham’.

Male Orphan Admission Book, vol. 2, 4/352; 2/8243 p. 163.



ABRAHAM, Isaac (ABRAHAMS, Abraham DAVIS, Abraham DAVIES)

b. Maidstone, 1798

Earl St Vincent, 1826; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Old Bailey, 1825.

Married; Musician; 1 child.





Dark brown hair. Dark brown eyes. Behaviour on the hulk ‘indifferent’. Abraham had appeared at the Middlesex Sessions and was convicted of fraud for going to Rachel Lazarus and undertaking upon receipt of £5 to provide bail for her son who had been imprisoned for passing counterfeit coins and who would not be ‘enlarged’ until he found security for his future good conduct. He was sentenced for ‘defrauding the unfortunate’.

On 15 August 1826, when the Earl St Vincent was off Hobart Town, Isaac Abrahams, Abraham Davies and six others cut their iron chains and attempted to escape. They were deemed to be ‘men of depraved minds and not to be trusted amid the multitude’ and Abrahams (aka Davis) was transferred to Norfolk Island and then sent on to Van Diemen's Land.

His record shows a long series of minor breaches of discipline with a total of twenty-two days on the treadmill. On 5 November 1827 he was caught at the Ship's Inn public house at a quarter past eight and was reprimanded. On 31 December 1827 he was absent from his master's premises all night without leave and sent to the Prisoners' Barracks. He was absent from the muster at the barracks and sent to the treadwheel for two days. On 10 April he was returned to the treadmill for three days for being absent from the barracks without leave. On 12 April 1828 he was found with a pair of scissors, which he had for the purpose of cutting hair, and was sent back to the treadmill for seven days. On 17 May he was caught taking a loaf of bread to his fellow prisoners on the treadmill and was reprimanded. On 12 December 1831, Abraham absconded from the service of G. C. Clark Esq. and a reward of £2 was offered. He was apprehended the following week and his sentence was extended by six months.

Abrahams received a certificate of freedom on 8 March 1833 and opened a boarding house. On 3 October 1834 he allowed two convicts to remain on his premises and was fined £5. On 30 November an ‘Isaac Abraham’ was fined £10 for having an escaped female convict in his lodging house in Launceston. He was said to have run the lodging house for several years. The woman was only in the house for ‘a few moments’ when discovered by the Chief Constable. Abrahams had ‘suffered great losses through the expense of a death in the family’ and asked, through a petition, for a remission of his fine. This was refused because ‘The character of this individual is very bad’. On 14 May 1841 Abrahams was fined £25 for a breach of the Publicans Act.

Isaac Abrahams had married Bridget Green in Launceston in 1840 and they had a child, Isaac, in 1842. Abrahams was listed on the petition for the Launceston Synagogue of 20 May 1843.

Bell's Life, 25 September 1825; ML, A1059–2, pp. 5, 11; CON 31/1, A226, CON 70/1; Launceston Police Book, p. 13; CSO 5/160/3186–8; Hobart Town Courier, 10 December 1831, 11 August 1837.



ABRAHAM, Leon (ABRAHAMS)

Free.





Leon and Mary Abraham(s) were recorded as having three children in New South Wales in the second half of the 1840s. They were Samuel (1845), Mary (1850) and Leon (1848).



ABRAHAM, Levi (ABRAHAMS, Levy ABRAHAMS)

b. Leghorn, Italy, 1784

Morley (1), 1817; Convict; Sentenced to life, London, 1816.

Married; Cook; Height: 157 cm; 1 child.





Dark complexion, dark hair, hazel eyes. Edward Briant, William Foreman and Levi Abrahams broke into a house about half a mile from Whitechapel, and stole goods worth £13. Levi was arrested with Esther Jonas, his sister-in-law, and Sarah Levi, his daughter, aged sixteen. They were busy picking out the linen markings when the police arrested them. Among the linen was other stolen property. Abrahams and Esther Jonas were sentenced to death (later commuted to life) and Sarah Levi to fourteen years transportation. They were sentenced on 3 April 1816. He may have arrived on the Shipley.

Levy Abrahams was listed in the General Muster of New South Wales in 1818 as a ‘Settler's Man’. In 1820 Levi Abraham, a government servant assigned to Mr Jacob Josephson (q.v), jeweller, was a witness in a trial and deposed that the prisoner William Smith had brought in various articles of jewellery, which Josephson suspected had been stolen. The following year Abraham was listed as being at large with a false ticket-of-leave certificate. He was described as ‘Manservant to Mr [Jacob] Josephson’. On 13 January 1821 the Sydney Gazette announced that he had escaped from prison and presumably from New South Wales.

OBSP, 1816, case 288, p. 169 (10 March 1816); Ship Indent 4/4005; HO 10/1; CO 207/1, no. 263.1; Sydney Gazette, 25 November 1820, 13 January 1821.



ABRAHAM, Phoebe

Duke of Roxburgh, 1849; Free.

Married; 4 children.





Phoebe was the wife of Samuel Abraham (q.v.), who arrived in the same ship.

Letter Book of the Sydney Synagogue.



ABRAHAM, Samuel

b. Poland, 1807–1849

Duke of Roxburgh, 1849; Free.

Married; Dealer; 4 children.





Samuel Abraham, an assisted immigrant and described as a “dealer and farm labourer” arrived with his wife Phoebe (q.v.), forty-three, and children Alfred, eighteen, Matilda, seventeen, Robert, nine, and Esther, six, on the Duke of Roxburgh. Samuel Abraham was buried as a Jew at the Devonshire Street Jewish Cemetery. A few months after his arrival it was noted that he had been a member of Sydney's York Street Synagogue.

First Letter Book of the Sydney Synagogue.



ABRAHAM, Solomon

Free.

Married; 1 child.





A son, Benjamin Joseph Abraham, was born to Solomon and his wife, Rosa, in Hobart Town on 27 February 1834, and was registered as a Jew.



ABRAHAMS, Aaron (John ABRAHAM)

b. London, 1808

Midas (2), 1827; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Hick's Hall (London), 1826.

Single; Dealer; Height: 175.5 cm.





‘A Jew.’ Ruddy, pock-pitted complexion, dark brown hair, dark hazel eyes. Small scar on forehead and cut on outside left hand. No education. Transported for stealing handkerchiefs. This was not his first offence. In 1824, at the age of nineteen, he had been convicted at the Old Bailey for having stolen a watch.

The Midas arrived in Port Jackson on 15 February 1827. In the 1828 Census, Aaron Abrahams was listed as ‘no religion’ and a member of the no. 6 Iron Gang. He was assigned to M. H. Redfern, a settler in Campbellfield, Airds. In 1832, Aaron Abrahams, a ‘dealer’, was assigned to Henry Abrahams (q.v.) in Sydney. A certificate of freedom was issued on 18 February 1833 and Abrahams returned to England in 1837.

OBSP. 7 April 1824, case 650. Sydney Gazette, 14 June 1832; Ship Indent 4/4012, p. 52; CF, 4/4314–33/93.



ABRAHAMS, Abraham

b. London, 1761

Ganges, 1797; Convict; Sentenced to life, London, 1795.

Married; Watchmaker; Height: 163 cm; 2 children.





Ruddy and pockmarked complexion. Dark brown to grey hair and bald. Brown eyes. Abrahams was observed ‘lurking outside a shop’ in a district where robberies had taken place. Some shop assistants set a trap leaving some material in easy reach and Abrahams stole a bolt of linen worth sixteen shillings. In his own defence, Abrahams said ‘I have got two witnesses. I have got nothing but a wife and two children’. He was sentenced to death at the Old Bailey Sessions of 16 July 1795, and this was later commuted to transportation for life.

Abrahams was granted a conditional pardon by Governor King on 11 June 1803. In the Muster of 1806 he was listed as in the employment of Joseph Smallsalts, and ‘free by servitude’. He then received permission to work as a whaler in Bass Strait and King Island, which he did from 1808 to 1810. His name was then crossed off the list of those with a permit to sail with the whalers. Abrahams was listed in the 1811 General Muster. In the General Muster of 1814 he appeared as a ‘constable’ in Sydney and as ‘Free’ and on government rations. The Sydney Gazette reported on 11 March 1815 that he had been dismissed as a constable at Sydney. In the 1818 Muster of the Colony, Abrahams was listed as a ‘labourer’.

Abrahams received a conditional pardon on 26 September 1823 and it is noted in the General Muster List for 1825 that he was a ‘waterman’ working in Sydney. On 15 July 1826 Abrahams applied for a land grant, but was refused. In the 1828 Census of New South Wales he was listed as seventy-seven years old and a resident of Sydney.

OBSP, 1794–95, case 337, p. 735; Ship Indent CO 207.1; HO 11/1; Sydney Gazette, 19 June 1803, 9 September 1810; Proceedings of the Bench of Magistrates, 1808–1810, 1/301, 9 October 1810; Land Correspondence. ML A1942/2, p. 172, 2/7787; CS reel 6038, SZ 759, p. 49; Sydney Gazette, 19 June 1803, 5 May 1810.



ABRAHAMS, Abraham

b. London, 1790

Recovery, 1836; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Central Criminal Court, 1835.

Dealer; Height: 163 cm.





Can read and write. Dark sallow complexion. Dark brown and grey hair. Brown eyes. Roman nose. Small mole on left cheek. Convicted in London, 6 April 1835, for ‘false pretences’.

The Recovery arrived in Sydney Harbour on 25 February 1836. In the Phoenix (hulk) Entrance Book Abrahams was described as a ‘Jew’ who was transferred from the Hyde Park Barracks and sent to Port Macquarie on 21 March 1836. He was listed in the Muster of 1837 as working for the government at Port Macquarie. Abrahams paid five shillings to be registered as a Jew in the Sydney Synagogue in July 1839. Abraham Abrahams received a ticket of leave in 1840 for the district of Port Macquarie, which was altered for Maitland on 25 June 1840.

A certificate of freedom was issued by a clerical error on 13 April 1842 and his ticket of leave was cancelled for absence from the district in September. On 1 March 1842 he was ordered to work on the road gang.

Recovery Printed Indent, p. 45; Phoenix (hulk) Entrance Book, 4/6286, p. 81; 4/4139; TL 40/983, in 4/4139; CF 4/4373–42/0572; Sydney Synagogue Minute Book, 3 July 1839; Sydney Morning Herald, 5 September 1842.



ABRAHAMS, Abraham

b. London, 1800–1827

Lady Castlereagh, 1821; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, London, 1817.

Single; Carter–dealer in metals; Height: 163 cm.





Blue eyes, flaxen hair, fair pale complexion. A Jew. Abraham Abrahams and George Nichols were convicted for stealing two pairs of boots valued at £3 each. The police, acting on information received, surprised the pair in a house in Black Lion Court dividing up a bundle of stolen clothes, scissors and boots. Abrahams was seventeen years old and Nichols was twenty-one.

Abrahams was sent out to New South Wales in April 1818 and then transferred to Van Diemen's Land. On 7 July 1821 he was charged with sheep stealing, his ticket of leave was forfeited and he was returned to government service. On 16 October 1824 he was fined five shillings for swearing a profane oath while under examination before the Superintendent of Police. He was granted a certificate of freedom in 1824. Abrahams worked as the stock keeper for Mr Livermore and was sentenced to death at the Criminal Court in Launceston on 25 October 1827, for the very serious offence of ‘horse stealing’ and ‘diverse other felonies’. He had hidden a mare valued at £20, belonging to Thomas Gourley, a Clyde settler. The mare was found in the hills opposite Sorrel Creek. ‘When the awful sentence of death was passed Abrahams prayed earnestly for a mercy.’ He was executed in Hobart Town, three weeks after the verdict was delivered, on 15 November 1827.

OBSP, case 651, p. 242; HO 10/1; CON 31/1, p. 79, no. 30; NS 742/25, p. 19, Col. 2, AOT; Hobart Town Gazette, 14 May 1824; Hobart Town Courier, 25 October 1827, 3 November 1827; Anne McKay, Journals of the Land Commissioners for Van Diemen's Land 1826–28.



ABRAHAMS, Abraham

b. London, 1797–1865

Caroline, 1839;

Free. Married; Dealer; 9 children.





Son of Meir Abrahams of Goodmanfields of London. He married Elizabeth Jacobs (q.v.) and they had nine children: Fanny, Joseph, Caroline, Rachael, Sarah, Elina, Malita, Rosa and Adelaide all of whom, with the exception of Fanny, were born in London. Abrahams was a shipping merchant and ship owner. His craft was the brig which was built in Malta in 1831 and where Fanny was born. He, his wife Elizabeth and all nine children came to Sydney on the Caroline, arriving on 28 May 1839. Abrahams was recorded as giving £55 to the Sydney Synagogue building fund in the names of himself, his wife, Sarah, and his children, Caroline (q.v.), Rachael (q.v.), and ‘Mr J(oseph) Abrahams’, in 1844. Rachel married Phillip (van) Millingen (q.v.) at the Sydney Synagogue on 15 November 1843. She was fifteen years old and Phillip had been a passenger aboard the Caroline when it arrived in Melbourne in 1840. In October 1853 Abrahams was recorded as buying land in Coogee and Randwick.

Abraham Abrahams was in Melbourne by 1841, and was described as a ‘merchant’ of Lonsdale Street when he donated the ground for the first Jewish burial site at Merri Creek. In September that year, Abraham Abrahams, ‘merchant’, was admitted to the Chamber of Commerce, and became a member of a group of twelve backers (nicknamed the ‘Twelve Apostles’) who rallied to the aid of W. F. A. Rucker after he had incurred debts to the Union Bank of £10 000. A commercial scam destroyed some of the Apostles, though Abrahams appears to have emerged unscathed and, on 7 March 1842, was appointed Trustee to the Estate of the Langhorne Brothers. His debts at that time amounted to £3792 and his assets to £3655.

Abrahams soon moved to Sydney where, in January 1843, he was listed as ‘late of Port Phillip, now of Sydney, merchant, insolvent’. The bankruptcy case appears to have taken some time because three years were to pass before the trustees were authorised to collect £100 of uncollected assets in the Port Phillip District.

As a consequence of his financial problems he was forced to sell the ship Caroline and the shipwright's business in William's Town which had been managed by his son Joseph. Abrahams had owned a shop in William's Town in which the town's first Anglican services were held. To the discomfiture of the congregation Abrahams claimed back-rent from the church. The shop had been leased to the church until 1854.

During the greater part of 1847, Abrahams was involved in a long-running court case that involved the purchase of a mansion, Yarra House, for £5000. He had sold it to settle his debts but it was alleged that he still owed some money to his creditors. Abrahams' wife, Elizabeth, died on 6 May 1850, aged fifty-five.

Abrahams re-married in 1860 to Ellen Early. His new wife was considerably younger than he was. They lived in Little Nelson Street in William's Town. There were two children. Abraham Abrahams was born in 1856 and died in 1862 and Sarah who was born that same year. Abraham Abrahams died 18 October 1865 at 246 Victoria Street, Richmond. It is believed that he died at a house owned by his son Joseph, who owned a number of properties in the area.

Family information from Martin Toone of Melbourne. W. P. Evans, The Port of Many Prows, Hawthorn Press, Melbourne, 1969, p. 170; L. M. Goldman, The Jews in Victoria in the Nineteenth Century, p. 24; Port Phillip Patriot, 1 May 1847; Port Phillip Gazette, 4 September 1841, 1 March 1842; Sydney Morning Herald, 16 September 1842, 26, 31 January 1843, 16 February 1844, 1 January 1846.



ABRAHAMS, Abraham

1814–1851

Free

Single; Dealer; 4 children.





The 27-year-old Abraham Abrahams married the 14-year-old Rachel Hains (q.v.) on 12 September 1841 at ‘Sarah Valley’, Illawarra. It was a Jewish marriage ceremony performed by Michael Hyam (q.v.). They had four children: Sophia (16 June 1842), Isaac (1844), Hyam (1848, at Paterson, Scone) and Henry (1851, in Sydney).

Abraham Abrahams was a member of the Sydney Synagogue in 1845. He died, aged thirty-seven, on 15 May 1851 and was buried at Bunnerong.

Sydney Morning Herald, 15 September 1842.



ABRAHAMS, Caroline

Caroline, 1839; Free.





Caroline Abrahams married the dentist Jacob Emanuel (q.v.) in Sydney in 1843. Caroline was the daughter of Abraham and Sarah Abrahams (qq.v.).



ABRAHAMS, Catherine

b. London, 1819–1901

1849; Free.

Single.





Catherine Abrahams was thirty years old when she married Emanuel Solomon (q.v.), then fifty-two, at his home, Temple Tavern, Gilles Arcade in Adelaide. She had been in the colony for three years. She was Solomon's third wife. Catherine Solomon died on 2 July 1901 at the age of eighty-two at the residence of her step-daughter, Mrs Joel Moss, of Trinity Street, College Town.

Pritchard Index; Obituary, South Australian Register, 4 July 1901.



ABRAHAMS, Charles

b. London, 1823

Free

6 children.





Charles Abrahams married Sarah Phillips, daughter of Emanuel Phillips (q.v.), in a Jewish ceremony in Sydney on 8 August 1849. They had three children, Michael (1850) at Paterson, Scone, Phillip (1851) and Rachel (1853) in Sydney. On 13 January 1853 Abrahams was confined to the Tarban Creek Lunatic Asylum although he did not need to be placed in the Refactory Division. He was still at Tarban Creek in June 1853, when news reached his family that he had inherited property valued at almost £200.

Sarah died at the family home in Riley Street, South Woolloomooloo, on 16 May 1861 at the age of twenty-nine, ‘a kind and affectionate wife, faithful and loving daughter’. Abrahams evidently returned to England, where he married his second wife, Julia. He had two more children, Lewis (1864) and Catherine (1866), in Sydney. The family lived at 205 Castlereagh Street (which was the address of Emanuel Phillips).

CS 4/3183, 4/3201–53/5278; Notes from Jeannette Tsoulos (Sydney).



ABRAHAMS, Daniel

Convict.

Single; 1 child.





On 11 March 1809 Daniel Abrahams was charged at the Bench of Magistrates for ‘stealing a box of candles, the property of Lieutenant Governor Collins from on board the transport ships’ at anchor in Sydney Harbour. On 20 October, James Abrahams, the son of Daniel Abrahams and Mary Carrol, was baptised at St Philip's, Sydney.

Mutch Index; Proceedings of the (Sydney) Bench of Magistrates, SZ770.



ABRAHAMS, Edward

Born 1801.

Lord Lyndoch, 1831; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Old Bailey, 1830.

Single.





Edward Abrahams, a groom and coachman, was convicted at the Old Bailey for stealing a greatcoat. Jew. Hulk report ‘indifferent’. He was described as being 163 cms tall, with a fresh complexion, large round head, a grey eye (and one eye missing), small sharp nose, pockpitted face and heavily tattooed arms.

Abrahams arrived in Hobart Town (from the Sheerness hulks) on 18 November 1831. On 7 January 1833 Abrahams was working at the Bonded Store, when he was found guilty of ‘disgraceful conduct’ in his ward and sentenced to a month's hard labour in prison. He was then assigned to work with the Survey Party on the roads. On 20 November 1833, Abrahams was sentenced to thirty lashes for having been in a public house at 10 o'clock at night. In 1834 he was suspected of having stolen the Oatlands Mail Bag. In April 1835 he was absent without leave from the Grass Tree Hill Road Party with a forged pass in his possession, and on 27 May 1835 he was sentenced to twelve months imprisonment and hard labour in the Bridgewater Chain Gang for ‘highly improper conduct’. He received a ticket of leave on 14 April 1837.

Edward Abrahams resigned from the police force in September 1838. On 4 January 1839 he was fined five shillings for being drunk. By then Abrahams was in Launceston and was free by servitude.

CON 31/2, no. 470; Launceston Police Book, CON 70/1, p. 43; CON 18/12; CON 18/1/12 p. 245; CON 27/5; Hobart Town Courier, 14 April 1837, 28 September 1838.



ABRAHAMS, Emilia (Emelia)

b. London, 1816–1891

Lady Raffles, 1839; Free.

Single; Housemaid; 7 children.





Born in Hackney, to Lewis Abrahams and Rebecca, Emilia was the younger sister of Rachel Abrahams (q.v.). Emilia arrived in Sydney on 12 September 1839. She and her sister pledged £5 each to the Sydney Synagogue building appeal in 1839. Both sisters soon married, Rachel to Solomon Solomon (q.v.) in 1840, and Emilia to Samuel Shannon (q.v.), in the Sydney Synagogue, on 10 February 1841. Emilia spent the rest of her life in the Bunyan, Nimmitabel and Cooma districts. When her husband died in 1868, she became the administrator of the estate and of Shannon's Victoria Hotel in Cooma, until a hired manager took over in 1871. In May 1882 the hotel was sold.

Emilia Shannon died on 19 May 1891, and was buried the next day. In the absence of a rabbi, her Jewish funeral in a ‘private cemetery Cooma’ in the grounds of ‘The Wren's Nest’—the Shannon family home—was conducted by Charles Solomon JP, the brother of Solomon Solomon. Her estate was valued at £80 and was administered by her son, Eli.

Family notes by John Stanhope.



ABRAHAMS, Esther (JULIAN)

b. London, 1771–1846

Lady Penrhyn, 1788; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Old Bailey 1786.

Single; 8 children.





On 27 July 1786, Esther, aged fifteen, took two cards of black silk lace, valued at fifty shillings, from an open box that lay on the counter of a shop. A few seconds after the lace was missed, the shop assistant ran after Esther, who was now in a shop two doors down the street. Esther was accused of the theft. She nervously put her hands under her cloak and the missing lace fell to the floor. The shop assistant said: ‘There you wicked devil, you have dropped two cards of lace’. Esther was sentenced at the Old Bailey on 30 August 1786, for shoplifting, for stealing 24 yards of black silk lace.

On 18 March 1787, Esther Abrahams gave birth to a female child, Rosanna (q.v.), within the walls of Newgate Gaol, and, on 3 May, they were sent on the Prince of Wales and subsequently transferred to the Lady Penryhn, bound for New South Wales. On board was First Lieutenant George Johnston, aged twenty-three. He formed a liaison with Esther, who became pregnant again. Johnston bought a she-goat at the Cape of Good Hope in order to provide milk for Esther. Their baby was born in Sydney and was baptised as George on 4 March 1790. (The link between Esther and George Johnston on board ship is challenged by Alan Roberts in his historical study of the Johnstons of Annandale. He persuasively argues that their relationship did not begin until the arrival of the First Fleet in January 1788.)

Two days after the birth of the baby George, Johnston and Esther set sail for Norfolk Island with Esther's two children. Johnston's diary records that he embarked from the Cascade with ‘Hett and the two children, February 1791’. There is no record that Rosanna was ever baptised. Esther returned to Sydney in May 1791, and in 1792 gave birth to a stillborn girl. In March 1793, her second son, Robert, was born. Robert was given the rare recognition of being Governor Phillips' godson, and would become the first Australian-born officer in the Royal Navy. A third son, David, was born in 1797. Maria was born in 1800 and died in 1827, Julia was born in 1796, Isabella was born in 1804 and died two years later, and Blanche was born in 1806.

Annandale, the family farm in Sydney, was established in 1793 and the house in 1799. Johnston rapidly accumulated considerable wealth and power. He became the commanding officer of the New South Wales Corps in Sydney when Governor William Bligh was deposed and for six months was Lieutenant Governor of the colony. The consequence of this antipodean rebellion was a trial in England in 1811. He was cashiered from the army which brought about a serious loss of status and money. He was fortunate to have escaped the death penalty and he returned to Australia in 1813. In the General Muster of New South Wales of 1811, Esther was listed as ‘Esther Julian’, reflecting the alias of ‘Mrs Julian’ she had been using for some years. However, by 1812 the Muster listed her as Esther Abrahams who came on the Prince of Wales. Johnston family tradition suggests that George Johnston discovered that ‘Mr Julian’ was no longer living, and that there was no impediment to his marriage to Esther. In any event, Governor Macquarie was anxious that social proprieties be observed, and Esther became Mrs Johnston in 1814. Present at Esther's wedding was her daughter Rosanna, who was, by then, the wife of the prominent emancipist Isaac Nichols. The marriage licence was granted by Governor Macquarie to George Johnston of Annandale and Mrs Esther Julian ‘of the same place’.

Johnston died on 3 January 1823. Esther Johnston was mentioned in the 1828 Census as a ‘free settler’ in possession of 2000 acres of land and living at the Annandale estate in Petersham with her son Robert, then thirty-five, who owned 430 acres of the land and daughters Julia, thirty-two, and Blanche, twenty-two. Esther was listed as fifty-four years of age, though she was fifty-seven. In 1829 Esther attempted to return to England and advertised that she would mortgage her property. In order to prevent this happening, her son Robert took legal steps to have her declared insane. At the trial a Jewish neighbour, Jacob Isaacs (q.v.), related that Esther had often taken refuge in his home and complained to him about her children. Even though she wasn't declared insane, she was not allowed to mortgage the property. It was noted that she had a handsome annual income of £489. Esther went to live with her son David, who owned a farm bequeathed to him by his father at George's Hall, Johnston's Flat and David's Bank on the George's River. Esther died fifteen years later at George's Hall, on 26 August 1846, and was buried in the family vault at Annandale. Esther's portrait, painted in 1814, is the only existing likeness of any convict who was sent to Australia on the First Fleet.

There are extensive family ramifications to Esther's background and use of different surnames. In 1832, Michael Abrahams (q.v.) migrated to Australia. Following his conviction in a Sydney court, his mother, Mrs Phoebe Abrahams, wrote to the court from London, invoking her son's relationship with her eminent grandson George Robert Nichols as a mitigating factor. It was also noted that a second convict, ‘Mary Jones’, who arrived in 1825 on the Grenada (3), and who had married Barnet Emanuel (q.v.), was a niece of Esther's. Mary Jones became known as Julia Emanuel (q.v.). When her son married for the third time, the marriage document stated that his mother's maiden name was Julia Ann Julien.

OBSP, 1786, vol. 7, part 1, case 664, p. 994; CO 201/202; G. F. J. Bergman, ‘Esther Johnston, the Lieutenant-Governor's Wife’, AJJHS, vol. 6, no. 2, pp. 90–1 (1966); HO 10/5, HO 10/6; Roberts, Alan, Marine Officer, convict wife. The Johnstons of Annandale. Annandale Urban Research in association with Barbara Beckett Publishing, 2008, NSW. Family notes from a direct descendant, Calvin Johnston, Victoria; Marea Stenmark, Sir David Martin; Geoffrey Lemcke, Reluctant Rebel: Lt Col. George Johnston; Morris Forbes, ‘Esther Johnston Revisited: Revisionism in her Story’, AJJHS, vol. 17, no. 2, pp. 137–8 (2004); AG, pp. 26–39. James Hugh Donohoe has suggested in Captain Bligh's Petticoat Mutiny (2011) that Esther prepared the January petition in 1808 that led to the unseating of Governor Bligh.



ABRAHAMS, Esther

b. London, 1812

Layton, 1833; Free.

Single; Servant.





Arriving as a bounty immigrant on the Layton, on 17 December 1833, Esther was employed by Mrs W. Solomons of Hunter Street at six shillings per week. She married Phillip Hart (q.v.) in a Jewish ceremony in Sydney, on 9 May 1834.

Layton Ship Indent, 4/5205; List of women who were employed from the lumberyard, 4/43255.



ABRAHAMS, Esther

b. Sheerness

Mayflower, 1841; Free.





The daughter of Judah Solomon (q.v.) and the wife of Lewis Abrahams (q.v.), Esther came to Van Diemen's Land with Henry Abrahams and his wife Hannah (qq.v.).

CSO 92/6; Hobart Town Courier, 26 March 1841.



ABRAHAMS, Frederick

b. London 1804

Countess of Harcourt (1), 1821; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Middlesex, 1820.

Single: Height: 155 cm.





Brown hair and brown eyes. Frederick Abrahams stole twenty iron bars from a house about to be demolished and was arrested as he took them into an old-iron shop. The bars were valued at two shillings. He was with a gang of ‘boys’, who ran away, though Abrahams was apprehended. He was aged sixteen. Gaol Report: not known. Behaviour: orderly. Abrahams stated that his father and mother lived in Whitcomb Street, and that his father was a shoemaker.

Abrahams was assigned to Mr Simpson and charged with neglect of duty and disobedience of orders, for which he was reprimanded. He was free by servitude by 5 April 1828, when he was fined six shillings for being disorderly on the streets. On 8 September 1828 he was fined five shillings for repeating the same offence. It can be assumed that he returned to England, after having completed his sentence.

OBSP, 1819–20, case 1357, p. 655; Ship Indent 2/8254, p. 218; HO 11/4 (Indent); CON 31/1, no. 106.



ABRAHAMS, George

Free.





In late 1848, ‘A young man named George Abrahams was charged with creating a disturbance at the Waterloo Inn’ in Melbourne. He assaulted the landlord and called him ‘a vagabond, scamp and a Sunday School Teacher’! He was bound over to keep the peace at the cost of £5. In 1867, a George Abrahams of Ballarat planted the garden around the goldfields synagogue at the time of its renovation and painted the interior, including a trompe l'oeil of clouds and an unblinking eye above the Ark.

Melbourne Morning Herald, 6 January 1849; L. M. Goldman, The Jews in Victoria, p. 215.



ABRAHAMS, George Samuel

b. Whitechapel, 1783–1846

Palmyra, 1846; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Central Criminal Court, 1846.

Married; Auctioneer and Brazier; Height: 155 cm; 4 children (in England).





Ruddy complexion, grey hair, grey bushy whiskers, high forehead. Large nose. Bald on top of head. ‘A Jew.’ George Abrahams had received a stolen scarf knowing it to have been stolen. He was aged sixty-three. It was his first conviction.

On arrival, George Samuel Abrahams was assigned to the work gang at Rocky Hills on 3 September 1846. He died there twenty-six days later.

CON 33/81, no. 18700; HO 11/15.



ABRAHAMS, Hannah

b. Sheerness, 1802–1864

Mayflower, 1841; Free.

Married; 2 children.





Hannah was the daughter of Judah and Esther Solomon (qq.v.). She arrived from London on the Mayflower on 26 March 1841, with her children Sarah (q.v.) and Lewis (q.v.) and her husband, Henry Abrahams (q.v.). They sailed steerage class from England.

Four years earlier Hannah Abrahams of London had written to the Colonial Secretary's Office on 26 June 1837. She said that she was writing on behalf of her mother, Mrs Esther Solomon, because her stepfather, Judah Solomon, ‘refuses to acknowledge my mother as his wife’. Esther had followed her convict husband to the colonies in 1832. By November 1843, Hannah lived at Liverpool Street in Hobart Town. She was listed as a ‘clothier’ of Liverpool Street in the 1847 Hobart Town Directory and General Guide. Hannah died on 23 April 1864 and was buried in the Harrington Street Jewish cemetery in Hobart.

CSO 92/6. The Courier, 30 March 1841.



ABRAHAMS, Henry (ABRAMS)

b. 1759

Alexander, 1788; Convict; Sentenced to life, Chelmsford, Essex, 1785.

Waterman.





Henry Abrahams was convicted on three counts of highway robbery. He was arrested in London and brought back to Chelmsford for trial. While in gaol he informed the authorities of a plot by several other prisoners who had planned to escape. His death sentence was changed to transportation for life to Africa, and he subsequently travelled to Australia on the First Fleet.

In Sydney Cove, Henry Abrahams gave evidence at the Fourth Sitting of the Criminal Court on 26 May 1788, where John Trace was accused of stealing a pound and a half of flour. ‘Abrams’ said he had been given some by the prisoner. Trace was found guilty and sentenced to 200 lashes on his back with a cat-o'nine-tails. On 6 September 1788 he gave evidence in a case before the magistrates when Elizabeth Kelly and Mary Leary were accused of disturbing the peace. ‘James Abram’ said the two women were continually abusing each other.

On 23 October 1788 Henry Abrahams gave evidence in the trial of James White, who was charged with abusing an overseer and threatening to beat him. ‘Abrams’, an overseer of a gang, came upon stakes put across a road as ordered by White. Abrahams ordered them removed. White challenged him. White said he would ‘kick Abrams' arse’. He also said Captain Tench would not be pleased if the stakes were pulled up. Abrams said ‘Damn and Bougre Captain Tench and Mr Long. I would knock their blocks off’. White was found guilty and was to be reprimanded publicly on the Saturday. On 29 October, Henry Abrams was charged with making use of disrespectful words when speaking of Captain Tench and Lieutenant Long. The captain of his convict ship testified that ‘Abrams had kept himself distant from the other convicts and was always very clean. He came out with a single iron’. Lieutenant Kellow said: ‘He behaved reasonably well’. Lieutenant Davey said he was ‘best and quietest’. On 1 November the Bench found him not guilty, ‘suffering that good character to weigh against so contradictory a testimony … Had there been any clear proof … he would have met with the severest punishment’.

Abrahams was sent to Norfolk Island on the Supply on 14 February 1789. He was listed as Convict No.12 in the Norfolk Island Victualling Book. By 1 July 1791 he was maintaining himself, and sold quantities of pork to the commissariat. He was still on Norfolk Island in 1796, after which he appears to have returned to England.

ML A1147; 1/296, Magistrates Records, pp. 242–3; HO 10/6; M. Gillen, The Founders of Australia, pp. 2–3; Norfolk Island Victualling Book, King's Papers C189, pp. 61, 62, 65. AG, pp. 19–21.



ABRAHAMS, Henry (Hymie)

b. Westminster, 1780

Batavia, 1818; Convict; Sentenced to 14 years, Middlesex, 1817.

Married; Labourer; Height: 165 cm.





Sallow complexion, dark brown hair, dark eyes. The letters ‘HAR’ tattooed on right arm and a small anchor and a mermaid on left arm. Hymie Abrahams was convicted of receiving a stolen watch. He swore that he was not home when the goods were delivered. He had a wife and a servant at home both of whom were mentioned in court. The accused claimed that he was ‘in Whitechapel’ at the time.

On 14 April 1818, after disembarking in Sydney, Henry Abrahams was sent to Windsor, where he worked as an assigned convict servant. He was granted a ticket of leave on 7 November 1822, and this was renewed in 1827. Henry Abrahams appeared in the List of Convicts in New South Wales in November 1828. He was described as a Jew and a dealer who lived in Sydney. Abrahams married Eliza Brown, aged twenty-six, at St John's at Parramatta, with the Rev. Samuel Marsden officiating, in 1828.

On 21 July 1830 Abrahams asked for a ticket of leave for the district of Sydney. He lived in George Street and said that he was frequently required to go to Parramatta where, at times, he held auctions in his capacity as a general dealer. He wrote that he would have served his sentence time in May 1831. The request was refused by the Colonial Secretary; however, a certificate of freedom was issued on 23 May 1831, when his trade was listed as ‘pedlar’. In 1831 he owned the coach that ran between Sydney and Parramatta. Abrahams had obviously made some money because by the end of that year he had become the publican of the Jews' Harp Hotel in Upper George Street. In 1833 his licence was transferred from the Jew's Harp to the Fox and Hounds Hotel at the corner of King and Elizabeth streets.

In June 1838 he attempted to move once again, and requested the publican's licence for the Royal Waterman in Sussex Street. His application was rejected. On 21 April 1842, ‘Hymie Abrahams signed a petition to the government complaining about the state of the road from Windsor to Parramatta. Henry Abrahams had a house in Sussex Street, according to the Sydney Morning Herald of 17 September 1842, and the Registry of Flash Men alleged that it was a ‘disorderly house’, where men could purchase a dance with a woman for fifteen pence a turn.

In 1845 Abrahams gave £5 to the Sydney Synagogue appeal, even though he was not a seat holder.

OBSP, 1816–18, case 315, p. 312; Ship Indent and TL 4/4063, 4/3498, p. 152; Petition for CF, CS 30/5876; CF 31/500; Sydney Gazette, 29 April 1824, 3 October 1833, 28 June 1838; HO 10/28; Commercial Journal and Advertiser, 10 June 1838; W. A. Miles, Registry of Flash Men, p. 69, 2/673.



ABRAHAMS, Henry

b. London 1794

Somersetshire, 1814; Convict; Sentenced to life, Old Bailey, 1813.

Single; Shoemaker.





Dark complexion, black hair. Brown eyes. The 19-year-old Henry Abrahams and the 21-year-old Barnett Levy (q.v.) violently assaulted and robbed a passerby, who instantly recognised them because they had grown up opposite his bakery in Houndsditch. The witness said that he knew that for the previous three or four years they had been reputed thieves.

Henry Abrahams was listed on the General Muster of New South Wales in 1818 as a government labourer. A ticket of leave was granted on 29 April 1824, and renewed in 1833. Henry Abrahams had a shop in Sydney during the 1820s, and Aaron Abrahams (q.v.) was assigned to work for him in 1832.

OBSP, 1813, case 861, p. 463; Ship Indent 4/4005, p. 19; Sydney Gazette, 29 April 1824; TL 33/547.



ABRAHAMS, Henry

d. 1842

Mayflower, 1841; Free.

Married; Dealer.





Henry Abrahams and his wife Alice arrived on the Mayflower, steerage class, from London on 26 March 1841. He was the brother of Isaac (Israel) Abrahams (q.v.). Henry gave £2 to the Launceston Synagogue building appeal in June 1842 and five shillings to the Hobart Synagogue for S(amuel) Levy ‘of Launceston’, 4 October 1842. In 1844 Alice Abrahams married Morris Whyle (q.v.).

CSO 92/6; Launceston Synagogue Petition, CO 280/157; Launceston Examiner, 29 June 1844.



ABRAHAMS, Hyam (Henry)

b. Colchester, 1802

Governor Ready, 1827; Convict; Sentenced to life, Old Bailey, 1826.

Single; Labourer; Height: 160 cm.





‘Henry’ Abrahams was indicted at the Old Bailey on 26 October 1826 for breaking and entering a house in Stepney at seven in the evening and ransacking the home of a couple while they were at church. Abrahams stole six silver tablespoons valued at twelve shillings and a variety of household items. The victim knew Abrahams' widowed mother who was ‘very respectable’ and the accused had been in his house a number of times. Abrahams was sentenced to death but recommended for mercy by the prosecutor. He had been in gaol before.

‘Jewish countenance.’ Heavily tattooed: with two sprigs, WM, scar above elbow point, mermaid, two fishes, HM, AL, LA, NY, LE, NH and ‘without hope man is nothing’ on lower left arm. A tattooed bird between finger and thumb on left hand, with right hand ‘Home Sweet Home be it ever so lowly’. A mermaid, man and woman and hearts tattooed on right arm. Scar running from outer corner of left eye under the eye. Pockmark centre of left cheek.

Hyam Abrahams arrived in Hobart Town on 2 August 1827. His colonial convict record begins 25 July 1828 when he was ‘found at a Public House about 5 o'clock with intent to commit a felony and threatening to stick a knife into James Patterson.’ He was sentenced to three months in gaol and fourteen days on the treadwheel. On 21 October 1818 he was found outside the Barracks. He was sentenced to work in irons and three days on the treadwheel. On 18 March 1829 he was found to be in the bakehouse of the Prisoner's Barracks and sentenced to twelve lashes and hard labour in the chain gang. On 28 April 1829 he was caught stealing a loaf of bread and also having a number of loaves in his possession and given three years hard labour to be worked in irons. On 20 March 1830 he absconded from the chain gang and was given fifty lashes and sentenced to be sent to Macquarie Harbour for three years.

By 31 December 1833, while assigned to Mr Hobbs, he absconded and was sentenced to four months imprisonment with the Hulk Chain Gang. On 5 March 1834 Abrahams was sentenced for ‘forcibly breaking out of H. M. Gaol in Bothwell’. He was transferred to the Oatlands Gaol from which he attempted to escape and on 14 May 1834 he was sentenced to one hundred lashes. Later that year he was sent to the prison at Port Arthur. There he became a ‘trusty’ and, in April 1838, was officially loaned to Commander Fletcher as an assigned servant. On 1 June 1838 he was issued with a ticket of leave. This was suspended on 11 June 1841 and he was told to leave Hobart Town and given two months hard labour for ‘not leaving town according to the conditions of his Pass’. He was sent to the Bridge Party in New Norfolk and then to Richmond, where in June 1841 his ticket of leave was restored. His final police dossier entry was for 17 February 1845, when a fine of five shillings was imposed for being drunk. At that time he still held his ticket of leave.

Later in 1845 Abrahams was granted a conditional pardon. The official recommendation stated that he had spent seventeen and a quarter years in the colony and six and a half years with a ticket of leave: ‘His behaviour having shown his fitness for a conditional pardon’. The pardon was approved 26 February 1846.

OBSP 26 October 1826. CON 32/1, no. 680; CON 23/1, no. 245; HO 10/59.



ABRAHAMS, Isaac (Israel)

b. Maidstone

Earl St Vincent, 1826; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Middlesex, 1825.

Musician; Height: 166.5 cm.





The brother of Henry Abrahams (q.v.). Described as a musician, and ‘used to clean clothes and hats’. ‘Has been at sea.’ Had a scar on his forehead over left eyebrow and another on his left arm. Isaac Abrahams was sentenced on 12 September 1825 at the Middlesex Sessions.

Isaac Abrahams arrived in Hobart Town on 13 August 1826. He was granted a free certificate, no. 212, on 1 May 1835.‘Isaac Abrahams of Launceston, a labourer’, was listed as a supporter of the petition for a memorial of Henry Davis (q.v.), written on 24 October 1836, which would utilise a block of land at Cataract Hill for a Jewish cemetery. Abrahams appeared on the Launceston Synagogue petition as ‘Israel Abrahams’ on 20 May 1843.

CON 31/1; CON 23/1, no. 226; MM 33/1; CO 280/157.



ABRAHAMS, Jacob

b. London, 1778

Royal Admiral I (2), 1800; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, London, 1799.

Labourer.





Abrahams stole raw sugar, valued at two shillings, from a broken hogshead at the wharves as he was unloading it. He attempted to hide the sugar in his hat. He was sentenced at the London Gaol Delivery in October 1799.

When his sentence ended Abrahams received permission to leave New South Wales on the Argo in December 1806.

OBSP, 1798–99, case 543, p. 612; Sydney Gazette, 28 November 1806; CSO 5/160, 3816–18.



ABRAHAMS, Jacob (Robert JONES, Robert COX)

b. London, 1773

Royal Admiral I (1), 1792; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Old Bailey, 1792.





Jacob Abrahams, alias Robert Jones, alias Robert Cox, was sentenced at the Old Bailey on 23 February 1792 for the theft of a gown and a petticoat and using a knife against his captor. His female associate was fined one shilling and given a year in gaol.

Abrahams arrived in Port Jackson on 7 October 1792. He became the notorious Norfolk Island gaoler under the name of Robert Jones, and wrote an account of the regime of Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Foveaux. The Irish political exile Joseph Holt wrote: ‘This Bob Jones, his brothers and himself was concerned in many robberies and a reward was offered and this wretch went and prosecuted the father and two brothers and all three died and he was transported under the name of Bob Jones, thinking that he would not be known’.

‘George Abrams’ was listed in the 1811 General Muster and he received a Certificate of Freedom on 1 October 1810. By the 1822 Muster, he appeared as ‘George Abrahams’, free by servitude and a carpenter by trade.

Recollections of 13 Years Residence in Norfolk Island and Van Diemen's Land, by Robert Jones Buckley, last Chief Gaoler at Norfolk Island; M. Gillen, The Founders of Australia, pp. 3, 412.



ABRAHAMS, John

b. London, 1793–1824

Ocean II (1), 1818; Convict; Sentenced to life, Old Bailey, 1817.

Single; Attorney's clerk; Height: 163 cm.





Dark ruddy complexion, black hair, black eyes. Abrahams stole ten pieces of ribbon (210 yards) from a warehouse and was initially sentenced to death at the London Gaol Delivery on 19 February 1817.

The Ocean arrived in New South Wales on 10 January 1818, and on 18 January Abrahams was sent to Windsor. Abrahams was listed in the 1818 Muster as a ‘settler's man’ and appeared in the records of the Windsor prisoners' rations. On 19 October 1818 John Abrahams was sent to the prison station at Newcastle on the Lady Nelson. The Sydney Gazette advertised that Abrahams had absconded from service on 6 November 1823. On 25 November 1823 he was sent as a convict to Port Macquarie on the Lady Nelson. He had been working with Mr Chandler's clearing party. Abrahams was buried at Port Macquarie on 14 November 1824.

OBSP, 1816–17, case 389, p. 154; Ship Indent 4/4005; HO 10/1; Windsor Prisoners' Rations, ML, A803 p. 326; Sydney Gazette, 6 November 1823, supplement 1, p. 1; 4/3497, p. 307; 4/3499, p. 107; 4/3503, p. 221.



ABRAHAMS, Joseph

b. Aldgate, 1793

Caledonia (2), 1822; Convict; Sentenced to life, Bristol, 1822.

Cotton wick maker; Height: 173 cm.





Brown eyes. Black and grey hair. Joseph Abrahams was living at Partridge Court, London. His brother-in-law was a pedlar at the Clare Market.

According to the Australian of 5 January 1825, there was a letter awaiting Joseph Abrahams at Hobart Town GPO. On 14 July 1826, while assigned to Mr Walker, he was found guilty of neglect of duty and insolence and sentenced to twenty-five lashes. On 18 September 1828 he was accused of stealing a quantity of shoemaker's tools but was discharged. On 4 August 1835, Abrahams had £15 worth of wearing apparel in his possession ‘for which he cannot account’. He was discharged from his master's service and returned to Hobart Town. A conditional pardon was granted on 29 February 1836.

Abrahams was tried and convicted at Hobart Town Supreme Court on 3 September 1839 for aiding a burglary and was given a colonial sentence of fourteen years in prison. Abrahams was also found guilty of two offences that were committed on 3 September and 10 September and was sent to Port Arthur Penitentiary for five years. On 15 May 1844, at Hobart Town Prisoners’ Barracks, Abrahams was sentenced to two months hard labour for gambling in a public house, and on 29 October 1844, at New Norfolk Farm, he was sentenced to seven days solitary confinement for ‘misconduct’.

Despite these harsh sentences a ticket of leave was granted on 20 January 1846, which came into official force on 27 May 1847.

CON 32/4, Supplementary Volume; Ship Indent 4/4008, p. 177; Muster Roll, ML 2/8249, p. 170; Hobart Town Courier, 13 September 1839; CP 833; CSO 49/3 (133), p. 162; CSO 50/10/83–4.



ABRAHAMS, Joseph

b. Sheerness

Free.

Married; Dealer; 2 children.





Joseph Abrahams' birthplace suggests that he was related by marriage to the family of Judah and Joseph Solomon (qq.v.).

Joseph Abrahams was in Melbourne in 1841 working as a ships' chandler. He had two daughters and was the brother of Abraham Abrahams (q.v.) of Lonsdale Street. In 1844 the Port Phillip Patriot published a long letter Abrahams had written to his father in London about an adventure in which he had been involved on a British ship travelling from Macao to Borneo. Abrahams had hoped to sell clothes and materials to the sultan. On the way down the river the ship had been ambushed by hundreds of native warriors and many of the Europeans on board were injured, including his associate Benjamin Hart (q.v).

In 16 September 1846 Abrahams was working as a clerk for Mr Healey in Melbourne and was described as a general dealer. A man named Thomas Richmond purchased an opossum skin rug, which was for sale in the shop.

Port Phillip Patriot, 26 August 1844; VPR, Series 30, Box 190P-NCR 249 (SLV).



ABRAHAMS, Joseph (ABRAMS)

b. Bath, 1805

Exmouth, 1831; Convict; Sentenced to life, Chester City, 1830.

Indoor servant and soldier; Height: 170 cm.





Ruddy complexion, pock-pitted; dark brown hair.

Joseph Abrahams was listed as thirty-two years old in the 1837 General Muster of Convicts in New South Wales. In July 1839 he applied to join the Sydney Synagogue. Abrahams absconded from the service of Dr John Kinchella JP, in Bathurst, on 30 December 1840, but was recaptured and returned to government service. A ticket of leave was issued in 1843 and a conditional pardon later that same year. On 24 February 1840 he was withdrawn from penal servitude. Joseph and Rosetta Abrahams had a son, Phillip, in Sydney in 1849, who was registered as a ‘Hebrew’. ‘Rosetta’ was the acquired name of his non-Jewish wife. Joseph Abrahams signed the petition to establish a Jews' Burial Ground in Yass, on 20 December 1844.

List of Convicts 2/8258, p. 195; FitzRoy Papers, ML, A1234, no. 43/1607, vol. 53, p. 469; HO 10/32; New South Wales Government Gazette, 1841, p. 34; TL 43/1067; CP 43/1607, in 4/4178; CS Petition, 4/2650.4, dated 20 December 1844; CS 4/3687, 40/593, 24 February 1840; TL 43/1607, in 4/4178.



ABRAHAMS, Joseph (Lewis, Joshua)

b. London, 1806–1849

Hercules II (1), 1825; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, London, 1824.

Single; Fruit dealer; Height: 160 cm.





Fresh complexion. Dark brown hair, chestnut eyes, roman nose. Joseph Abrahams was transported for taking a package from a cart and selling it to Abraham Wolfe, a ‘fence’. He was sentenced on 28 October 1824. Bell's Life (London) of 16 January 1825 carried the detailed story of the arrest and trial of ‘Lewis Abrahams’, who appears to be the same individual. He was indicted for stealing a watch and several other valuable articles to the value of £100. The newspaper reported:

a pursuit was commenced and the prisoner followed into Albion St. He went into a house, he was followed there but not found; but on the fire was seen a trunk broken up and beginning to burn. The prisoner was found in the house next door. Several witnesses were called to the good character of the prisoner. He was found guilty. In the judgement of the court: He is a daring, experienced thief. He should therefore no longer expect to remain in this country.

Joseph Abrahams arrived in New South Wales on 7 May 1825. It was reported that he had behaved ‘very well’ on board the convict transport ship. He was initially assigned to the District of Evan. Abrahams was sent to Norfolk Island, and returned to Sydney on 22 November 1829 to be housed in the Hyde Park Barracks. He received a certificate of freedom on 16 November 1831. The following year, on 6 February 1832, the Sydney Herald reported: ‘Joseph Abrahams, being a slippery gentleman but not able to slide over glass was, in default thereof, sent three days to gaol’. In 1835 he received permission to travel between Windsor and Fitzgerald Plains in the assigned service of R. Fitzgerald Esq.

Abrahams was transported to Norfolk Island (again!) for fourteen years for receiving stolen property and was listed on 26 August 1835 among the ‘Men in Irons’ sent from Norfolk Island to Sydney's Hyde Park Barracks. On 30 November 1839 Abrahams was a member of a chain gang in Woolloomooloo and was sent to Cockatoo Island. In 1844 the Registry of Flash Men described ‘Joe Abrahams, a Jew thief and notorious scoundrel [who] lives in Sussex St’.

OBSP, 1823/4 case 1408. p. 634; Hercules II (1) Indent 4/3687, and 4/4010, p. 122; Bell's Life, 16 January 1825; CF 31/1117; Sydney Gazette, 6 December 1831; Sydney Herald, 6 February 1832; 4/6271, 7 January 1840; Windsor Bench of Magistrates, 4/4259-45/909; Woolloomooloo Stockade, Iron Gang Returns, 1836–1840, 7 January 1840, ML, 4/6271; CS Outward Letters 4/3687.



ABRAHAMS, Leah

Free.

Single.





Leah Abrahams married George Moss (q.v.) in Sydney in 1840.



ABRAHAMS, Levi (Levy)

b. Manchester, 1798

Marquis of Hastings, 1826; Convict; Sentenced to life, Old Bailey, 1824.

Single; Jeweller's clerk; Height: 160 cm.





Pale complexion, hazel eyes, black curly hair. Levi Abrahams was caught breaking into a house in St Clements Lane and stealing some silver. The house terrier awoke the household. Abrahams killed the dog with a knife and attempted to escape. He claimed to have been in London for about four weeks and was looking for work. His parents lived in Manchester. He claimed that other men did the burglary while he stood guard and the blood on his clothes had come from his nose. He was sentenced to death, which was later commuted to transportation for life.

Levy Abrahams arrived in Sydney on 3 January 1826 and was almost immediately issued with a ticket of leave. Within six months the ticket of leave was taken away for ‘assaulting in a wanton and violent manner a decent female’ on 18 June. In a plea for mercy to the Colonial Secretary, Abrahams wrote: ‘I came out on the same ship as the Colonial Secretary Alexander Macleay and made a good impression upon him’, but ‘after magisterial investigation I suffered the punishment awarded’ for having taken a bribe. He wrote that he had been employed as superintendent clerk, at Newcastle, since November 1827. ‘I have done the convict engineer and coal mine duty for three years and eight months satisfactory work though on the lowest type of prisoner gratuity.’

On 17 February 1828 Levi Abrahams appeared before the Newcastle Magistrates for ‘conniving at the absence of prisoners from Divine Service’ and was put in solitary confinement for seven days. On 12 April he was convicted for ‘conniving at prisoners remaining out of barracks and receiving a bribe for doing so’. Abrahams was sentenced to fifty lashes. On 9 June, ten days were added to his sentence after he was found ‘tippling’ in a Public House on a Sunday morning.

On 1 December 1831 the Superintendent of Public Works, Mr Buchanan, took him to Sydney and asked that he be assigned there. This was refused. Abrahams asked ‘for the sake of humanity for a higher wage and not to be subjected to such an ordeal’ as Newcastle or assignment to Mr Buchanan. He claimed to be in ‘delicate health spitting blood from the chest’. On 10 April 1835 Levy Abrahams had been employed for two years in the Road Office. Good conduct and attention to duty entitled him to eight pence a day, which was increased to one shilling a day. The Colonial Secretary added: ‘I presume no trust is reposed in this person’. On 19 February 1836 Levi Abrahams was found to be absent from the Hyde Park Barracks and placed in solitary confinement in the cells on bread and water for five days. On 13 June 1836, he was assigned to the Surveyor General's work party. He was suspected of running away and given six weeks on the treadmill. He was sent to the House of Correction on 3 July 1837 for ‘drunkenness repeated often with insolence’, where he was sentenced to sixteen weeks on the treadmill and then reassigned to Sydney's Hyde Park Barracks.

The Sydney Gazette of 11 May 1839 reported that Levy Abrahams, an assigned servant of Mr Buchanan, the Surveyor, robbed some notes in Mr Teton's shop and that when apprehended ‘it was discovered that he had some [bank] notes in his mouth, which with great difficulty, was forced open and the fifteen one pound notes were found there’. Abrahams was subsequently sent to Norfolk Island for seven years on the Governor Phillip in August 1839. From Norfolk Island in early 1840, Levy Abrahams wrote to the Sydney Synagogue asking for prayer books and food for Passover. Abraham described the effort made by Captain Machonachie to enable the Jewish convicts on the island to have their own religious services as part of his enlightened plan to rehabilitate criminals. Abraham wrote: ‘We have experienced every encouragement from Capt Machonachie R. N., Civil Superintendent of this Island in the pursuit of our religious duties as far as practicable, in having a ward solely appropriated to our use as a place of worship and furnished with what was immediately necessary for this purpose’. Abrahams functioned as the ‘reader’ for the congregation, which numbered nine men—one too few for a duly constituted quorum (minyan) for a full Jewish prayer service.

In 1842 the Registry of Flash Men recorded the theft of silver plate by ‘a Norfolk Islander and assigned clerk at the Liverpool Hospital Levy Abrahams’. He took the goods to an auctioneer called Cohen. The recorder of the Registry lamented: ‘It is unfortunate that Israelitish names are so familiar in acts of suspected roguery’. On 16 September 1844 the Sydney Morning Herald reported that Abrahams had been committed for trial on a charge of stealing medical supplies from the Liverpool Hospital. When he was acquitted, the Flash Men's author, William Augustus Miles, was horrified when one of the guards at the Hyde Park Barracks, ‘in the face of the whole court’, cheered the verdict. It was ‘an edifying spectacle to a sympathetic public how a noble hearted free servant of the Crown honours with his friendship a convict of the same’.

Levi Abrahams was granted a conditional pardon in 1847. He had been in the colony for almost twenty-five years and for three years had held a ticket of leave.

OBSP, 1824–25, case 112, p. 4; CS 4/1793, p. 282, 31/10567; CS 4/1747, p. 70; CS 4/2124, Letters Received 1831, 4/1747, 18 June 1820, 35/2785, in 4/2299, 4/4569, p. 12; CS 4/2299 -35/2785, 10 April 1835, CS 4/3685, 39/627; CP 47/775; Sydney Gazette, 11 May 1839; CS 4/4213; Registry of Flash Men, pp. 116–17, 2/673; HO 10/55, Hyde Park Barracks Index, X825, 19 February 1836; AG, p. 315.



ABRAHAMS, Lewis

b. Warsaw

Neptune III (3), 1838; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Warwick, 1837.

Married; Tailor, old clothes man; Height: 158 cm; 7 children (in England).





Dark complexion. Black hair. Dark hazel eyes. Large nose. A Jew. His wife and seven children lived in Birmingham.

The Neptune arrived in Hobart Town on 18 January 1838. Abrahams' initial assignment, through the Marine Department, was to Mr G. Meredith of Swanport, who returned him, on 10 August 1839, to the police stating him to be ‘useless’. It was recommended that he be sent to the interior. Abrahams received a ticket of leave in 1842. A conditional pardon was granted on 23 January 1843. On 2 May 1843 the Hobart Town Jewish Philanthropic Society voted to pay Abrahams five shillings a week, as a weekly pensioner, ‘being deprived of the sight in both eyes’. He wrote to the congregation, on 14 January 1844, stating that he was ‘a blind pensioner’ and needed financial assistance to return to his wife and family in England. Abrahams was given £20 by the congregation.

Launceston Police Book, 16 April 1839, CON 70/1, p. 49, CON 18/18; Hobart Town Courier, 19 January 1844; Hobart Synagogue Minute Book, 1843.



ABRAHAMS, Lewis

Mayflower, 1841; Free.

Single; Dealer; 5 children.





The brother of Sarah Abrahams (q.v.), who was the son of Hannah (q.v.) (née Solomons), Lewis Abrahams arrived in Hobart Town on 26 March 1841.

A member of the Hobart Synagogue from 1842, Lewis Abrahams rented seat no. 52 in the synagogue in 1845, and gave £2 to the Sydney Synagogue building fund appeal in 1844. Abrahams was in business with his uncle, Henry Davis (q.v.), until August 1851, when the partnership was dissolved. Abrahams issued trade tokens in the name ‘Lewis Abrahams, Draper, Liverpool Street, Hobart Town’, to be redeemed for cash when the colonial money supply improved.

Hobart Town Courier, 26 March 1841; Mercury, 21 August 1851; CSO 92/6.



ABRAHAMS, Lyon (Lion)

b. London, 1797–1858

Larkins (1), 1817; Convict; Sentenced to life, Kingston, March Assizes, 1816.

Single; Labourer, groom; Height: 168 cm; 4 children.





Ruddy complexion, slightly pock-pitted, black to grey hair, hazel eyes, nearly blind of left eye.

In the 1818 Muster, Lyon Abrahams was listed as a ‘settler's man’. In a petition to the Colonial Secretary in 1822 Abrahams explained that he had been ‘Sometimes in Government Employ and through his good conduct received the Indulgence to go on his own hand by paying John Kidsman Coxton of the government boat Entolope five shillings a week and remained there nearly three years’. Major Druitt gave him a pass until he received a ticket of leave. According to the contrary records of the Colonial Secretary, Lyon Abraham had been hidden by Richard Porter, a shoemaker of Clarence Street, Sydney, for two years. Governor Goulburn sent him on to Sydney's Prisoners' Barracks on 22 August 1822.

Abrahams claimed to have been working as a labourer for many of ‘the merchants and gentlemen of Sydney’. He said that he had never been brought before the Justice of the Peace nor spent one night in a watch house since his arrival in the colony. Abrahams appealed to the Governor's ‘Tender consideration to Grant him the indulgence of a Ticket of Leave’. On 29 December 1825 the Sydney Gazette reported that Lyon Abrahams had been convicted by the Sydney Bench of Magistrates of stealing. He was sent to the convict station at Port Macquarie for three years. There he was accused by the wardsman of the Prisoners' Barracks of being seen by a constable standing by the fire near some gamblers. A fellow prisoner gave evidence that ‘he had just walked over to them’. He was acquitted on 13 October 1828.

Lyon Abrahams stole some shirts and was sentenced to seventy-five lashes. He received ‘only’ fifty lashes and was placed in heavy irons to do heavy labour. Abrahams was subsequently allowed to change his ticket of leave from the Port Macquarie District to Windsor. Lyons was out of work in 1835 and the police suggested that his ticket of leave be withdrawn: ‘He is an able Jew but so lazy as to preclude the possibility of his obtaining a call for his services from any person requiring a labouring hand’. Lyon Abrahams listed as a ‘dealer’, aged forty-six, applied to marry Catherine Redmond, nineteen. She had arrived free on the Navarino. The consent of Redmond's parents or guardians had to be obtained before the marriage could be solemnised. The wedding was noted on 24 November 1840.

A conditional pardon for the District of Port Macquarie was granted on 1 October 1841 and the Census of New South Wales in 1847 listed Abrahams at George Street, Windsor. Lyon Abrahams died at Windsor in 1858 and was said to have been seventy-four years of age. His children, who were baptised at St Matthew's, were Maria (baptised on 17 April 1842), Rosetta (born 1843), Leon Archibald (baptised 9 April 1848), Mary Ann (baptised 5 January 1851) and Rachael (baptised 10 June 1855, and who died nine months later).

Ship Indent 4/4405, p. 388; Petition, CS 1822, 4/1864, pp. 1–2; CS 4/1761, p. 138; CS 4/2256.1-34/9431; Port Macquarie Bench of Magistrates, Proceedings, 4/5686, 13 October 1828, 17 March 1829, p. 122; TL 35/252, 37/568, in 4/2353; CS 35/5239, 22 July 1835; Permission to Marry Book, 1840, p. 200, 4/4513; HO 10/53.



ABRAHAMS, Mary

b. 1783

Experiment (1), 1804; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Guilford, Surrey, 1802.

Single; Needlewoman; 1 child.





Mary Abrahams was sentenced on 9 August 1802.

Mary Abrahams arrived in New South Wales on 24 June 1804. Abrahams was assigned to George Pantam. Her daughter, Mary Anne, was born on 15 December 1804 and baptised at St Philip's, Sydney, on 16 January 1805. Mary Abrams lived with Charles Hancock, according to the Muster of 12 August 1806. She appeared on the Rev. Samuel Marsden's Female Muster of 1806 as a concubine with one female child. In the Sydney Gazette of 29 May 1808, it was reported that Mary Abrams had a petticoat and cloak stolen ‘from her house’ and that Hannah Cole had been arrested for the theft.

On 27 November 1808 the male friend of Mary Abrams (Laurence Lewis) stole £30 from Lieutenant Laycock. The Sydney Gazette reported on 1 April 1810 that Mary Abrahams had received a certificate of freedom. However, in January 1817 she was reported to be ‘absent from employment and at large’ and back in custody by 29 March. Mary Abrahams was found guilty of larceny and sentenced to three years transportation in March 1822. She was sent to Newcastle and, in 1823, petitioned Governor Brisbane for her freedom, stating ‘her health being in an exceedingly ill state ever since her arrival on this settlement and is thereby rendered unable to do her government duty, which she would most readily do if not completely disabled from doing so allow her off stores as she could maintain herself by her own Industry being a good needlewoman’. In the 1828 Census Mary Abrahams was listed as a ‘Protestant’, lodging at ‘Patrick Carrolls, Erskine Street, Sydney’.

ML 4/3505, 4/4004; Register of Pardons 4/4427, p. 490f.; 4/3505, p. 44; 4/1869, p. 3; St Philip's Register, 95/100; Petition 4/1869, Letter 3; Sydney Gazette, 22 February 1817, 22 March 1822.



ABRAHAMS, Mary Theresa (Theresa Elizabeth PEARCE)

b. London

Minstrel, 1812; Convict; Sentenced to life, Surrey Quarter Sessions, 1812.

Single; Needlewoman.





Mary Abrahams is listed as having arrived on the Minstrel, under the name of Theresa Eliza Pearce. She had been sentenced on 30 May 1812.

Mary Abrahams arrived in New South Wales on 25 October 1812 and was sent to the Factory in Parramatta. On 6 October 1817, ‘Theresa Elizabeth Pearce’ asked for permission to marry Edward Hatton at Parramatta.

CS 4/3497, p. 93; CS X820, p. 37.



ABRAHAMS, Michael

b. London, 1812

Merope, 1835; Free. Sentenced to 14 years, Sydney Quarter Sessions, 1836.

Single; Gentleman's servant; Height: 163 cm.





Fair complexion, dark brown hair, hazel eyes. Stated this offence: ‘Swindling—obtaining paper under false pretences’. Michael Abrahams was one of four brothers: Charles, a barrister at Lincoln Inn; Samuel, an attorney; and Benjamin, a hotel keeper in Calcutta. When tried in Sydney, he was described as a Jew, single, who could read and write.

In January 1836, the Sydney Gazette noted: ‘Michael Abrahams, a young man of respectable appearance in court for swindling’. Abrahams was sentenced at the Sydney Quarter Sessions to fourteen years transportation and was transported to Van Diemen's Land on the Siren for ‘obtaining goods under false pretences’. He arrived in Hobart Town on 16 April 1836 and was sent to Oatlands Public Works. On 2 May 1837 he was sentenced to be removed to work with ‘a distant road party’ after giving false evidence against two fellow convicts. On 5 October 1837 he received three months probation for disobedience to orders and on 8 August 1838 he was tried for ‘violent and threatening conduct towards his overseer’. The case was dismissed.

Michael Abrahams' mother, Mrs Phoebe Abrahams, wrote from her Regent Street address to Hobart Town pleading for her son to be sent home to England. Michael had ‘fallen into bad company in Sydney’. He had quarrelled with his older brother in the East Indies. He had gone to Sydney to be with his relative, George Robert Nichols (the grandson of Esther Abrahams, q.v.). Lieutenant Governor Franklin reported that he had informed the distressed mother that Michael's conduct ‘has not been marked by the degree of propriety which would either warrant me at present extending to him any indulgence, or in recommending him to your Lordship. He had unhappily deviated from a safe course of conduct and embarked in a traffic of low characters viz the sale of spirits’. Mrs Abrahams had replied that she ‘entertains no doubt that the conduct of her unhappy son has been criminal’, and ‘humbly pleads for him upon the grounds of his youth, his being placed in a vicious society’. Michael Abrahams received an absolute pardon in 1840, and evidently returned to England.

The mention of his relationship with George Robert Nichols sheds light on the authenticity of Esther Abrahams' surname and shows that, more than fifty years after her deportation, Esther had not been forgotten by her English family.

CON 31/2, no. 718; Transportation Register, 4/4523, p. 32; CS no. 39, in HRA, vol. 26, p. 317, 28 March 1837, and no. 73, 17 July 1838, p. 339; CON 16/1, p. 29; CON 13/8, p. 331; CO 1/29, pp. 45–56, Glenelg to Franklin; Hobart Town Courier, 24 November 1840.



ABRAHAMS, Mordecai (Montague)

b. London, 1787–1856

Somersetshire (1), 1814; Convict; Sentenced to life, Old Bailey, 1813.

Single; Glass cutter; Height: 168 cm.





Dark pale complexion, black hair, black eyes. Together with accomplices Mordecai Abrahams stole £22 from a farmer who was walking down a street in Whitechapel. It was robbery with violence and witnesses saw Abrahams doing the robbery. He was twenty-six. He was sentenced to death on 14 July 1814 but this was later commuted to transportation for life.

Mordecai Abrahams was listed as an assigned government servant working for John Blaxland in the Male Muster of 1816. He was described as a ‘settler's man’ in the 1818 Muster. Abrahams was granted a ticket of leave on 22 May 1823. In the 1828 Census he was listed as a ‘dealer’ living at Mary Larkin's house in Kent Street, Sydney. Of her six tenants, four were Jews: Mordecai Abrahams, Lewis Lyons (q.v.), Isaac Moses (q.v.), and Solomon Simpson (q.v.). Mordecai Abrahams of Sydney was listed in the 1837 General Return of Convicts in New South Wales. A conditional pardon was granted on 17 October 1839, and renewed on 1 November 1839.

‘Montague’ Abrahams was recorded as having a dwelling house in Market Street in the Brisbane Ward, in September 1842. Mordecai Abrahams died on 1 December 1856, and was buried in Devonshire Street Jewish Cemetery.

OBSP, 1813, case 736, p. 403; Ship Indent 4/4005; HO 10/3. 4/3687, 39/801; HO 10/28; Sydney Morning Herald, 17 September 1842.



ABRAHAMS, Rachel (Rachael)

b. London, 1815–1900

Lady Raffles, 1839; Free.

Single; Housemaid; 9 children.





Rachel Abrahams was the elder sister of Emilia Abrahams (q.v.), and the daughter of Lewis and Rebecca Abrahams of Hackney. Both sisters were ‘recruited’ as house servants to travel to Australia on a migrant ship. Both sisters gave £5 to the Sydney Synagogue building appeal in September 1839.

Rachael married Saul Solomon (Solomon Solomon, q.v.) on 12 August 1840. Saul was the son of Samuel Solomon (q.v.). Her children were Lewis (Louis) (1842), Philip Charles (1843–1922), Esther (1846–1880), who married Nathan Cohen (q.v.), Michael Cleveland (1848), Rebecca (1850–1922), who married David Moses, Deborah (1853–1942), who married Nathan Cohen after Esther's death, Elizabeth (Bessie) (1855–1937), Samuel (1857–1914) and Caroline (1859–1944).



ABRAHAMS, Rachel

b. London, 1828–1861

1838; Free.

Single; 13 children.





The daughter of Abraham and Sarah Abrahams, Rachel married Phillip David Millingen (q.v.) at Sydney in 1843 at the age of fifteen.



ABRAHAMS, Rebecca

b. Sydney c. 1820





Rebecca Abrahams' father, and not her mother, was Jewish. Rebecca was formally converted to Judaism in Sydney in 1840 and married Emanuel Myers (q.v.). Rebecca may have been the daughter of Mordecai Abrahams (q.v.).



ABRAHAMS, Rosanna

b. London, 1787–1837

Lady Penrhyn, 1788; Free.

3 children.





Rosanna Abrahams was born at Newgate Prison on 18 March 1787, the daughter of Esther Abrahams (q.v.). Early documents give her first name as ‘Esther’, indicating that she was simply regarded as an encumbrance or appendage of her mother. Mother and infant were deported from England on 3 May 1787, and arrived in Australia in the First Fleet. Rosanna went to Norfolk Island with her mother and George Johnston following the birth of her first half-brother.

Rosanna married the emancipist Isaac Nichols at St Philip's on 18 February 1805. It was four months after the death of Isaac's first wife. (The Sydney Gazette, on 28 October 1804, inferred that Mary Nichols had been mentally ill.) Rosanna ‘Julian’ was entered into the Church register by the clerk. ‘Julian’ was struck out and ‘Abrahams’ substituted by the Rev. Samuel Marsden. The signature that followed was ‘Rosanna Abrahams’. There were three sons: Isaac David (10 April 1807), George Robert (27 September 1809–1857), and Charles Hamilton (1811).

Isaac Nichols died on 8 November 1819. Rosanna married for the second time, to Mr James Stuart (Stewart), at St Philip's on 13 August 1820. Her half-sister, Blanche Johnston, was one of the witnesses at the marriage. In the 1828 Census, Rosanna Stewart was listed as living in Kent Street, Sydney. She owned 4000 acres of land, with 8 horses and 300 cattle. Her son Charles was living with her. Rosanna died in Sydney on 11 April 1837.

HO 56/21, 103/109; M. Gillen, The Founders of Australia, p. 2; R. Holden, Orphans of History, pp. 198–9; AG, pp. 26, 28, 35, 38.



ABRAHAMS, Samuel

1794–1814 Surrey I (1), 1814; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Old Bailey, 1812.





Samuel Abrahams was sentenced at the Middlesex Gaol Delivery on 2 December 1812. Abrahams stole a firkin (small cask) of butter from the back of a cart. In his own defence Abrahams explained ‘I get my living by portering. A man asked me to carry it for him to Duke's Place. I have witnesses that saw him put it on my shoulder. They are not here now. They would be here next sessions, that is the reason I wished to put my trial off’.

Originally confined on board the Laurel hulk in the Thames and transferred to the Surrey for transportation, Abrahams was one of thirty-six convicts who died on board the transport ship during its journey to Australia. Abrahams died on the 5 July 1814.

OBSP. 2 December 1812. Case 87. Ship Indent 4/4004, p. 547; Sydney Gazette, 10 September 1814; CS SZ 758, pp. 535–6.



ABRAHAMS, Elizabeth

Caroline, 1839; Free.

Married; 9 children.





Elizabeth (née Jacobs) was the wife of Abraham Abrahams (q.v.). Her nine children were Fanny, Joseph, Caroline, Rachael, Sarah, Elina, Malita, Rosa and Adelaide. A donation was made in her name to the 1844 Sydney synagogue building appeal. Sarah died at Hobart on 6 May 1850 aged fifty-five.

Ship Indent 4/5214, List of Passengers on the Caroline via Hobart Town, 28 May 1839. Information Martin Toone, Melbourne.



ABRAHAMS, Sarah

Mayflower, 1841; Free.

Married; 2 children.





A daughter of Judah and Esther Solomon (qq.v.), Sarah may have been the wife of Lewis Abrahams (q.v.). She arrived from London on the Mayflower in March 1841. Sarah moved to Hobart Town and rented a seat in the Hobart Synagogue in 1845–48.

Hobart Town Courier, 26 March 1841; CSO 92/6.



ABRAHAMS, William

b. Holland, 1808–1843

Hooghly (2), 1828; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Old Bailey, 1825.

Single; Errand boy; Height: 147 cm.





‘Jew.’ Swarthy, ruddy and freckled complexion. Reddish hair. Hazel eyes. Sharp nose. L. F. tattooed on lower left arm. Scar on right breast and outer corner of right eye. Scar on knuckles of left hand. Lost a front tooth on right side of upper jaw.‘No education’ but can read. William Abrahams stole a cap from a little child. He was transported for assault and robbery. Gaol Report: ‘Imprisoned before and whipped, bad character’. Surgeon's Report: ‘Good attentive to his book’. Because of his age, Abrahams had to wait for three years on a hulk before being sent out aboard the convict transport. Strangely the 17 year old Abrahams was authorised by Chief Rabbi Herschell to act as a Shochet (slaughterer of kosher meat) in Australia. The records of the London rabbinic court reads ‘I have given my hand to the R. Solomon Hirschell to abide by certain rules which he has laid down on me as I am to kill poultry’.

William ‘Abraham’ appears on the list of convicts held in New South Wales in November 1828. He had spent at least three years on the hulks in the Thames Estuary before being deported to Australia. He was described as a Jew assigned to the Hunter River District to work for G. F. Graham in Newcastle. His name appears in the 1832 Entrance and Description Book of the Newcastle Gaol. The Newcastle Bench ordered him to be sent to Sydney. His behaviour had been ‘orderly’. Sydney prison records of 1830 show that he was 160 cm tall. He received a ticket of leave in 1828 and a certificate of freedom was issued on 9 May 1832. William Abrahams died on 23 June 1843. There is no record of Abraham working as a slaughterer of poultry in Australia.

OBSP, 1824–25, case 736, p. 309; Ship Indent 4/4013, p. 47; CF 4/4311-32/0452; Newcastle Gaol, Entrance and Description Book, 1832, no. 262, 2/2004. Jeremy I. Pfeffer, From One End of the Earth to the Other, p. 288.



ACKMAN, Emanuel

b. Cracow, Poland, c. 1792–1876

James Dean, 1847; Free.

Married; Dealer; 10 children.





Emanuel Ackman was smuggled out of Poland at the age of six in order to avoid being called up for military service and would never see his parents again. In London he was fostered by Henry Harris, a crystal cutter, and his wife Elizabeth, and later married their daughter Rachael (q.v.) on 23 March 1836. Emanuel and Rachael arrived in Victoria on 20 June 1847 with five children: Sarah (1837–1916), Elizabeth (1839–1925), Esther (1842–1919), Samuel (1844–1922), and Abraham (1846).

Emanuel set up business in Geelong as a draper. A son, Henry, was born in Geelong on 23 May 1848. Their infant son, Abraham, was buried by the Melbourne Jewish Congregation in January 1849. Their other children were Fanny (1850), Elsie (Ailcy) (August 1853), Amelia (1855), Michael (1859), and Coleman (after 1859), who died in infancy.

The Melbourne Morning Herald of 17 February 1849 reported that John Davies (q.v.) had been indicted for forging a cheque made out to Emanuel Ackman. On 9 July 1849 the Chief Constable of Geelong noticed that Ackman was wearing some very attractive rings, which turned out to be stolen. He was tried in Geelong on 16 August 1849 and was acquitted. On 25 August 1849, Ackman made his first land purchase in Geelong.

In 1849 the Geelong Philanthropic and Jewish Burial Society held its first High Holydays services. Ackman became one of the three original trustees for a Jewish burial ground in Geelong and also for an 1851 land grant for a synagogue.

The Ackmans' daughter Sarah married Michael Samuel Levy at Geelong on 26 January 1853 and their baby son Emanuel died in Geelong in 1857. Emanuel Ackman died on 13 February 1876 at the age of eighty-three and was buried at the Melbourne General Cemetery.

Family history from Dr Malcolm and Mrs Barbara Fredman, Melbourne; A. Shire (ed.), Great Synagogue Marriage Registers, 313/32.



ACKMAN, Rachael

b. London, 1816–1913

James Dean, 1847; Free.

Married; 8 children.





Rachael was the daughter of Henry and Elizabeth Harris, who had been foster parents for their future son-in-law, Emanuel Ackman (q.v.). Rachael married Emanuel Ackman on 23 March 1836 at London's Great Synagogue. The Ackman family became pioneer settlers in Geelong. (Their children are listed in Emanuel Ackman's entry). Rachael's sister Hannah and brother-in-law Mark Marks (q.v.) had arrived in New South Wales in 1845.

By 1890, Rachael was living at 24 Regent Street, Fitzroy, in 1908 at 381 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne, and in 1913 at 18 Canterbury Road, St Kilda. Rachael Ackman died on 30 March 1913 at the age of ninety-seven.

Family history from Dr Malcolm and Mrs Barbara Fredman, Melbourne.



ADAMS, Maurice

Mariner (3), 1827; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Waterford City, 1826.

Labourer.





‘A Jew.’ Stole money at Waterford City in Ireland and was sentenced to transportation.

Adams arrived in New South Wales on 23 May 1827. A colonial conviction was recorded at the General Sessions in Bathurst on 14 August 1829 for having been at large in the bush and for committing robbery. He was sentenced to three years colonial transportation and sent to Moreton Bay, returning to Sydney on the Elizabeth on 28 February 1833. On 20 April 1837, Adams was free by servitude, but in 1842 was sentenced to three months in irons for theft.

Mariner (3) Indent 4/4013, p. 47; OBSP, 1824–25, case 736, no. 1968; Chronological Register of Convicts at Moreton Bay; CF 37/0340; Sydney Morning Herald, 16 May 1842.



AFFRIATT, Lydia

1813–1872

Westmoreland, 1833; Free.

Single.





Lydia Affriatt was the daughter of Joseph Affriatt (the son of Judah Affriatt of Morocco) and Dinah Leah (née Moses), and sister of Sarah Affriatt (q.v.). Joseph was a pedlar or ‘chapman’. However, on Lydia's death certificate it says that her father was ‘secretary to the Dey [governor] of Algiers’. Lydia arrived in New South Wales on 19 May 1833. She married Charles Abraham Wilson (q.v.) on 25 March 1835. Wilson had arrived in New South Wales on the Lion in 1825, and was the son of Emma Josephson (q.v.) and Henry Wilson, ‘gentleman’. Jacob Josephson (q.v.) gave his consent for Lydia to marry, describing her as his sister's ‘lass’. Lydia's mother, Dinah Moses, may have been the half-sister of Emma Josephson. The marriage was witnessed by Barnett Levey (q.v.), whose wife was Sarah Emma Josephson. Lydia was baptised into the Church of England in 1841. She died on 15 April 1872.

Lydia and Charles Abraham Wilson had fourteen children. A grandchild, Jacob Affriatt Wilson, was in the first intake of students to Sydney University and completed a degree in medicine at St Bartholomew's. He returned to Australia in 1865 only to die of tuberculosis in 1867, aged thirty.

Family research by Robert Wilson, Canada and Ronnie Nichols, Sydney.



AFFRIATT, Sarah

b. London, 1819–1909

Canton, 1835; Free.

Single.





The daughter of Joseph Affriatt and Dinah Leah (née Moses), Sarah was born on 22 June 1819, a sister to Lydia Affriatt (q.v.). Her father was described as a ‘chapman’ or pedlar. Sarah Affriatt was allowed to travel to Australia on a government free passage to join her family in the colony. She married Henry Wilson (q.v.), brother-in-law of Barnett Levey (q.v.), in Sydney on 4 May 1835. She had been baptised at St Matthew's, Bethnal Green, on 5 June 1831. Wilson had arrived in Sydney in 1827 and was the son of Emma Josephson (q.v.) and Henry Wilson. Henry owned the Scotch Thistle Inn in 1838, and the Woolpack Inn in 1844. Sarah is said to have taken out sixty hotel licences around Sydney and the Blue Mountains during her lifetime. Sarah and Henry Wilson had seven children.

Family research by Robert Wilson, Canada and Ronnie Nichols, Sydney.



ALEXANDER, Abraham (Alexander ABRAHAM)

b. Aldgate, 1801

Chapman, 1824; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Old Bailey, 1823.

Single; Pedlar; Height: 165 cm.





Abraham Alexander stole a barrel of liquor from outside a public house in Nightingale Lane, an act he was seen committing with another man. Alexander was twenty-one. He was also known as ‘Alexander Abraham’. He was a pedlar with the word ‘bad’ written in after his listed trade in the convict ship indent. His previous offences included a conviction for stealing sixpence, stealing from a cart, hawking without a licence and assault. His face was badly scarred.

The first entry in a very long police record that extends over two supplementary volumes was dated March 1825. Alexander was sent to the harsh prison outpost at Macquarie Harbour on the west coast of Van Diemen's Land, where he was convicted of ‘insolence to Overseer’ and sentenced to twenty-five lashes. In April 1826 as a member of the chain gang he was found to have ‘defaced his Irons’ for which he received ‘fifty lashes and fresh ones’. On 22 August 1827, he received twenty-five lashes for ‘neglect of duty’. On 7 March 1828 while working on the Government Farm, he used abusive language to an overseer and threatened to do him some bodily harm for which he was placed in the chain gang for four months and given fifty lashes. On 18 June 1828 he was forced to wear double irons, having cut his irons. In September 1828 he assaulted his overseer and was sent to the chain gang for a further four months. On 26 December he absconded from the chain gang at St Peter's Pass and was at large for three days. He was given fifty lashes and returned to work on the road gang on March 1829. There he committed a ‘misdemeanour’ on the way to the chain gang at New Norfolk, and was sentenced to receive twenty-five lashes upon his arrival.

Alexander was free by servitude in the Launceston District by 1830. (Ticket of Leave no. 298 granted on 25 September 1830). On 23 November 1831 he was bound over to keep the peace after he insulted Cashmore Israel (q.v.). On 28 June 1834 he was sentenced to seven years transportation for having assaulted Richard Baker and having stolen eight Spanish dollars from him. He was sent to Port Arthur, and in early 1835 he escaped and, while at large, was in touch with the bushranger Samuel Britten. A number of minor charges followed, concluding with the much more serious charge on 3 August 1838 of pilfering a biscuit from the government cart while he was in charge of the cart. He was found guilty and placed in No. 1 chain gang for three months.

On 25 November 1839, Alexander was assigned to a Mr Smith. A few hours after his service had begun he ‘disrespectfully demanded a Pass to proceed to the Avoca Police Office to complain about the clothes Smith had given him to wear’. He was placed in the Avoca Town Chain Gang for three months. On 26 May 1840 he fought ‘a pitched battle on the Lord's Day’ and was given twelve months hard labour in chains. On 24 July 1840 his sentence was extended by two months for ‘disorderly conduct’ when it was discovered that he secretly took off his leg irons at night.

Alexander was free by servitude by the end of 1841. Several minor offences appear in the Launceston Police book including a fine of forty shillings imposed for assaulting a constable'. There is an affidavit, dated 10 March 1831, regarding the loss of his certificate of freedom. His signature is to be found on the 1843 Launceston Synagogue petition and he donated £2 to the synagogue building appeal.

OBSP, 1822–23, p. 519; Allport Collection, Chapman Convict List; CON 31/1, no. 197; CON 22/1, no. 197; CON 23/1/1/. CON 32/1; CO 280/157; Dixson Add. 164; Launceston Examiner, 29 June 1844.



ALEXANDER, Abraham Edward

b. London, 1823–1908

1835; Free.

Single; Clothier; 14 children.





Abraham Edward Alexander was the third child of Israel Alexander (q.v.) and Hannah (née Lyons). Within months of his arrival in Australia, A. E. Alexander was working with his brother Godfrey as a draper in Portland in the Western District of Victoria. He was listed as a ‘clothier’ of Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, in 1841 but returned to Portland. On 16 January 1850 he married Hannah Jacobs, the daughter of Samuel Jacobs (q.v.). It was Melbourne's sixth Jewish wedding. A daughter, Miriam, was born in Geelong later that same year. In 1851 ‘A. E. Alexander and R. Alexander’ opened the Bee Hive Drapery and Clothing Store at 27 Collins Street, Melbourne. They were ‘Importers of every description of Drapery and Clothing. Mr A. E. Alexander had proceeded to England to buy drapery at least 15% cheaper than any other house in town’. In 1862, Abraham (who was known by his second name, Edward) and Hannah moved to Rockhampton, where five of their children were born. The family moved to Sydney in 1880. Abraham Edward Alexander died in Sydney on 17 April 1908 and Hannah died on 7 September 1913. Both were buried in the Jewish section of Rookwood Cemetery.

Their children were Miriam (1850–1900), Phillip Abraham (1855–1912), Rose (1856–1931), Lionel Albert (1857–1932), Frank Edward (1858–1918), Ernest Arthur (1860), Florence (1861–1916), Blanche (1862–1944), Edith Ida (1865), Maude (1866–1943), and Grace (1868). Three other children were born and died in infancy in Rockhampton.

Ken Smith (comp.), Our Alexander Families, privately printed, Oatlands, NSW; Melbourne Morning Herald, 29 November 1851.



ALEXANDER, George

b. Whitechapel, 1815

Eden I (1), 1836; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Central Criminal Court, 1835.

Shoemaker; Height: 160.5 cm.





Fresh complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes, long nose. An anchor tattooed on left arm. George Alexander was transported for robbing a quantity of leather, newly made boots, sheets and clothes, from his employer. Alexander and his much older co-worker Joseph Barker stole enough leather to make twenty pairs of boots. They had already pawned a pair of boots in Brick Lane. Alexander was described as a ‘Jew.’

George Alexander arrived in Hobart Town on 22 December 1836. On 10 August 1838, while he was an assigned convict servant, he was reprimanded for being in a public house in the company of prostitutes. On 8 October 1838 he was given a sentence of hard labour for two months for having been absent without leave for seven days. On 10 December 1839 he received eighteen lashes for gross insolence. Four months later, on 6 April 1840, he was found to have three shillings and sixpence in his possession for which he couldn't account. The money was forfeited. During 1841 and 1842 he was an assigned servant to Mr Archer. On 1 February 1842 he received thirty-six lashes for ‘insolence’. A certificate of freedom was granted in 1842.

OBSP 26 October 1835, case 2240. CON 31/2, no. 758; CON 18/7; CF 1842, no. 918.



ALEXANDER, George (Godfrey)

b. London, 1821–1900

1837; Free. Single;

Draper, then chiropodist; 11 children.





Godfrey Alexander was one of seven children, and followed his older brother Raphael (q.v.) to Australia in 1837. Godfrey was seventeen years old. He arrived in Melbourne and proceeded to Portland in 1841, together with his brother Raphael and David Cashmore (q.v.), to establish a pioneer business, the London Mart, in Gawler Street. It was the first drapery store in the district. Alexander was an original member of the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation.

Asher Hymen Hart (q.v.) officiated at Alexander's marriage in Geelong to Miriam Levy, the 16-year-old sister of John Levy (q.v.) and Michael Samuel Levy, in May 1850. It was Geelong's first Jewish wedding ceremony. Until 1854 Godfrey Alexander's main store stood on Market Square at the south side of Malop Street. In 1849 he was appointed a trustee of the Geelong Jewish burial ground (with Benjamin Goldsmid Levien, q.v., and Emanuel Ackman, q.v.), and in 1854 was warden of the first synagogue to be built in Geelong. Godfrey Alexander gave ten guineas for the building of a synagogue in Melbourne in 1853.

Alexander left Geelong in 1858, selling his six Geelong properties in Kardinia Street and Market Square. The family briefly lived in Melbourne, possibly working with Godfrey's brother Raphael in his drapery store, before Godfrey began work as a chiropodist at 324 George Street in Sydney. He maintained his practice for the following twenty years, moving his professional rooms no less than seven times. He was the first chiropodist in New South Wales. The family lived at 400 Pitt Street. Godfrey died, aged eighty, and was buried at Rookwood cemetery on 9 September 1900. Miriam had died in 1880.

Godfrey and Miriam had eleven children. Their first four, born in Geelong, were Sarah (1851–1930), Samuel (1853–1935), Louis Godfrey (1855–1924) and Leah (1857–1924). Two children were born in Collingwood: Rose (1859), and Emmanuel Godfrey (1861). Five children were born in Sydney: Hannah (1863), Sidney John (1865–1927), Eveline (1868–1878), Abraham Ernest (1871–1936), and Ida Esther (1873–1932).

R. H. Montague, ‘Godfrey Alexander: Sydney's First Chiropodist’, AJJHS, vol. 6, no. 8 (1970), pp. 531–2; Portland Guardian, 1842–43; Melbourne Hebrew Congregation Birth Book, 1852.



ALEXANDER, Henry

b. London, 1822

Lloyds (2), 1837; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Central Criminal Court, 1836.

Single; Errand boy; Height: 150 cm.





Dark, ruddy freckled complexion. Dark brown, nearly black, hair. Brown eyes. Tattoo H: A SCTABA. ‘No religion.’ Fifteen years of age.

Henry Alexander was listed in the 1837 General Return of Convicts in New South Wales as an assigned convict servant of Mr O'Brien of Yass. While still a servant it was noted that ‘Hyam Alexander a convict with Surveyor Wright's party at Clarendon is a witness in a court case after he had given information to the Police’. A ticket of leave was issued to him in 1841 for the district of Yass. Henry Alexander stood trial for ‘robbery under arms’ at Braidwood on 14 December 1842 and his ticket of leave was cancelled. He was also charged with being absent from the Yass district. His ticket of leave was restored on 8 April 1856.

Lloyds (2) Indent, p. 111; TL 41/1850, in 4/4154; Commercial Journal and Advertiser, 18 August 1840; Sydney Morning Herald, 21 January 1842.



ALEXANDER, Hyam (Alexander HYAMS) (Hyam ABRAHAMSON)

b. Southwark, 1797

John Barry (1), 1819; Convict; Sentenced to life, Middlesex, 1819.

Single; Upholsterer, groom; Height: 157 cm.





Dark sallow complexion, black hair, dark eyes. Hyam Alexander (aged twenty-two) and John Phillips (q.v.) (aged eighteen) were transported for life. They stole a watch, valued at £50, chain, seals and pocket book from the Right Hon. Thomas Lord Foley, who was attending an election meeting near Covent Garden. The thieves were observed as they cut away the noble gentleman's overcoat and undercoat and stole the articles. Alexander was sentenced on 17 February 1819.

Hyam Alexander arrived in New South Wales on 26 September 1819. On 8 September 1821 he had volunteered to work as an assigned convict as an ‘overseer’ at the magazine stores. On 27 September 1823 he was sent from Emu Plains to Port Macquarie on the Lady Nelson. Alexander was sentenced to fifty lashes for refusing to work on 16 October 1826. He was sentenced in Sydney for obtaining property under false pretences, given two years colonial transportation, and sent to Moreton Bay on 30 April 1827 on the Alligator. He returned to Sydney on 8 December 1828. Hyam Alexander was assigned to Aspinall and Brown. On 25 April 1831 he was found to be absent without leave and sentenced to the treadmill for seven days and then returned to service. He was then punished at the Hyde Park Barracks for being ‘absent without leave late at night’, given twenty-six lashes and returned to his assigned service. Alexander was sent to the Phoenix hulk from the Hyde Park Barracks in May 1833 and then assigned to the Rev. Giles.

The 1833 Parramatta Gaol Record Book reported that he was admonished and ‘dealt with’ on 13 September 1833. Hyam was listed in the 1837 General Return of Convicts in New South Wales as working for the government in Berrima. On 11 June 1838 Hyam asked ‘Your Excellency to look into his case after his long servitude’. He wrote that he had never received any indulgence such as tea or sugar, and had ‘received only twenty-five lashes and that crime was for being absent only twenty-five minutes’. The note on his petition stated ‘False!’ His request was ‘refused on account of a false statement in it’.

In 1839 he was twice punished severely. On 21 June he was sent to the treadmill, where his behaviour was said to be ‘insolent’. On 22 June the Parramatta Gaol Record Book continued to note that Hyam Alexander Hyams, who had been assigned to P. Plunkett, was guilty of ‘insolence, neglect of work and disobedience of orders’. He was sent to gaol for one month after which he was to be assigned to government service at the District of Wollongong. On 10 July 1839 he was moved to the Hyde Park Prisoners Barracks. On 23 August 1841 the Bathurst police officer was asked to interview the prisoner and reported that Hyam's ‘conduct has been extremely good’. The Colonial Secretary responded that he ‘can't sanction the case’.

Alexander's ticket of leave was issued in 1843 at Bathurst and altered for Maitland in 1847. In that year Hyam Alexander, who gave his age as forty-six, married Charlotte Wilson, aged thirty-five, who held a ticket of leave. Charlotte and Hyam Alexander had a son named Hyam in 1848. A conditional pardon was issued on 14 November 1854. He was sentenced at the Quarter Sessions, Sydney, to five years on roads in October 1857 when he was found illegally in Sydney, but was allowed to remain at Ipswich. This was altered to Maitland on 18 February 1858. According to the Sydney Morning Herald, 31 March 1859, he was again brought before the Water Police Court after being arrested in Castlereagh Street for claiming that his surname was Brown and that he was a free man. He was returned to government service.

OBSP, 1818–19, case 396, p. 172f.; John Barry (1) Indent 4/4006; Chronological Register of Convicts at Moreton Bay, no. 960 (listed as ‘Ham Abrahamson. Jew’); 4/3896, 2 January 1829; Parramatta Gaol Record Book, no. 1123.4/6530; House of Correction, 22 June 1839, p. 157, 4/4569; Sydney Gazette, 16 October 1826; Phoenix (hulk) Entrance Book 4/6282; 4/4181; TL 43/2412; 4/4231; Hyde Park Barracks Index, X824, 30 May 1831; TL 43/2412; CP 58/67.



ALEXANDER, Isaac

b. London, d. 1859

Free.

Married; Saddler; 3 children.





Isaac and Samuel Alexander (q.v.) bought land at Molongo on 19 August 1850. Isaac died in 1859 leaving an estate of £15 000. Isaac was the father of the philosopher Samuel Alexander, who was born in Sydney the year his father died. Isaac and his wife Cecilia Alexander had three children: Mary (1848), Levi (1849) and Samuel (1859).

Land Correspondence 2/7799; Miles, Registry of Flash Men, 2/673.



ALEXANDER, Israel

b. Poznan, Poland, 1794–1876

Senator, 1848; Free.

Married; Tailor; 7 children.





Israel Alexander was born in Poznan. (A death notice in the Sydney Morning Herald indicates that he was born in 1794). He married Hannah Lyons in London in 1833 where their seven children were born.

Israel and Hannah Alexander followed their sons Raphael and Godfrey to Australia, arriving in Melbourne on 12 October 1848. It appears that they came with their two youngest children, Michael and Rosa, arriving in Melbourne on 12 October 1848.

Hannah died on 14 September 1871 aged seventy-five, having lived at 98 Young Street, Fitzroy, in Melbourne. Israel was living at Green Street, Prahran, in Melbourne, when he died on 7 November 1876 at the age of eighty-two. Both were buried in unmarked graves in the Jewish section of the Melbourne General Cemetery.

Ken Smith (comp.), Our Alexander Families, privately printed, Oatlands, NSW.



ALEXANDER, Jacob

b. London

Free.

Single.





Jacob Alexander was the brother of Maurice Alexander (q.v.). Jacob married Emily Yates, the daughter of Saul Yates (q.v.).



ALEXANDER, Lewis

b. London, 1806

Charles Kerr, 1837; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Central Criminal Court, 1836.

Married; Horse dealer, stage coach proprietor; 8 children.





Fair ruddy complexion. Dark brown hair. Grey eyes. Diagonal scar on left cheekbone. Scar inner corner left eyebrow. Can read and write.‘Jew.’ Aged thirty-one. Lewis Alexander was transported for stealing a ticket for property that was being kept in a pawn shop. Alexander was married and had four children at the time of his deportation. Two were males and two were females.

‘Louis’ Alexander was listed in the service of the government in Sydney in the 1837 General Return of Convicts in New South Wales. The Hyde Park Barracks convict list registered him as an ‘Auctioneer and Horse Dealer’. A ticket of leave was issued in 1841 and a certificate of freedom on 2 December 1843.

His wife, Flora, was not Jewish. Four children were born in Sydney: Elizabeth Eve (2 July 1840), Beaufort Somerset (3 February 1842), Matilda Selina (3 August 1843), and Benjamin (1848). All children were registered at birth as ‘Hebrew’. Alexander advertised in the Sydney Morning Herald on 13 April 1844: ‘Lewis Alexander (bred to the business in London). City Horse Depository, Saddle and Harness Manufacturer. Pitt St North’. Additional advertisements followed in the Sydney Morning Herald during 1844 and 1845.

Lewis Alexander, his wife and four children sailed for San Francisco and the Californian goldfields on the barque Victoria on 9 November 1849.

Charles Kerr Indent, 9 October 1837, p. 147; 4/4387; TL 41/1968; CP 42/2086.



ALEXANDER, Maurice (Morris)

b. London, 1820–1874

Hercules, 1834; Free.

Single; Dealer.





Maurice (Morris) Alexander was the eldest son of Isaac Alexander and Susannah née Levey, and the nephew of Solomon Alexander, Barnett Alexander, Rebecca Ellis (q.v.), Samuel Levey (q.v.), and Isaac Levey (q.v.). He arrived in Sydney aged fourteen with his uncle, Isaac Levey, and his first cousin Jacob Marks (q.v.).

Maurice worked for his uncle, Isaac Levey, who developed general stores in Sydney, Goulburn, and a number of other country towns. On 20 October 1847 Maurice married his first cousin, Isabella Dinah Levey, the youngest daughter of Isaac Levey of the Australian Warehouse in George Street, Sydney. Maurice was the brother of Jacob Alexander (q.v.) of Davis, Alexander & Co. of Goulburn. In the Sydney Morning Herald of 15 April 1845 and 9 December 1845 his advertisements were emblazoned ‘Advance Australia’, announcing the store in Yass of Myers and Alexander, which also functioned as ‘Real Estate Agents’.

Maurice became a partner in his father-in-law's business. In the course of time he became a director of several public companies, City Bank, United Insurance Co., and the Sydney Gas Co. He was also a trustee of the New South Wales Savings Bank. Alexander owned the pastoral Norwood Station near Goulburn.

Active in public life, Maurice Alexander was a member of the Board of the York Street Synagogue from 1855 until his death. Alexander was a Justice of the Peace and the Member for Goulburn in 1861–72 (over three terms) in the New South Wales Legislative Assembly.

Alexander died at his home at 48 Wynyard Street, on 27 January 1874. Aged fifty-four and leaving an estate of £18 050, he was buried at the Devonshire Street Jewish Cemetery. Among his beneficiaries were his wife, Isabella, his mother, Mrs Susannah Nathan of London, his sisters, Fanny of London, Elizabeth (the wife of Charles Moses) of Melbourne, and Catherine (the wife of Woolf Lazarus) of Melbourne, and his brother, Jacob Alexander of Sydney. Isabella died on 27 October 1885 leaving an estate of £13 045. She was buried in the Devonshire Street Cemetery and subsequently reburied at Rookwood. Maurice Alexander's very elaborate memorial has the Hebrew inscription ‘one of the noted men of the city’.

Ship Indent 4/5209; Sydney Morning Herald, 28 January 1874; Land Correspondence 2/7799; Memoir by family, ML 042/Pa 205; Town and Country Journal, 7 March 1874. AJHSJ, Vol 17, part 4, (2005) Morris Forbes The Jews of Goulburn 1835–1881, A Revision of the History, p. 500 ff.



ALEXANDER, Michael

b. London, c. 1831

Senator, 1848; Free.

Single; Dealer; 7 children.





Michael Alexander married Miriam Aarons in 1856 in Melbourne. They had seven children: Lewis (1857) in Ballarat, Rosetta (1859) in Beechworth, Israel Jacob (1861) in Melbourne, Elizabeth (1862), Joseph (1864), Edward Abraham Solomon (1867), and Alice Hannah (1869).

Michael Alexander was listed as a dealer at 59 Johnston Street, East Collingwood, in 1861, and at 133 Kerr Street, Fitzroy (where his father lived), in 1863. He subsequently lived in North Melbourne and Fitzroy and appears to have died after 1888.



ALEXANDER, Moss (Morris, Moses)

b. London, c. 1825–1910

1837; Free.

Single; Dealer; 9 children.





Moss Alexander arrived in Melbourne with his brother Godfrey Alexander (q.v.). He was the fourth child of Israel Alexander (q.v.) and Hannah (née Lyons). Moss established the first drapery store in Portland in 1841 before moving to Geelong. Moss Alexander married Mary McNamara in 1855 in Melbourne. They had five children. Mary Alexander died in 1867, and in 1869 Alexander married his sister-in-law, Elizabeth MacNamara, and they had four children. Morris Alexander, a ‘draper's assistant’, was listed as insolvent in October 1860. He died on 5 June 1910, and Elizabeth (Bridget) died in 1941, aged ninety-five.



ALEXANDER, Rachel

b. London, 1809

Lady MacNaghten, 1836; Free.

Single; Dressmaker.





An assisted bounty migrant. Jewess. Could read and write.

‘Mrs Simmons of Sydney’ was listed on Rachel Alexander's documents as a ‘friend or relative in New South Wales’. It was also noted that she had been ‘ill on the ill fated voyage’. Rachel arrived in Sydney on 26 February 1837. The ship's passengers had suffered from an outbreak of scarlet fever.

Lady MacNaghten papers A1267-15, p. 226.



ALEXANDER, Raphael

b. London, 1817–1892

Alexander, 1835; Free.

Single; Tailor; 12 children.





Raphael Alexander travelled steerage on the Alexander, arriving in Sydney on 30 August 1835. He was travelling with Michael Samuel (q.v.), who also appeared in the ship's passenger list as a tailor.

Alexander was a clothier in Collins Street, Melbourne, in 1841. He was granted a confectioner's licence in Melbourne on 10 September 1842. Alexander was a founding member of the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation in 1844 but, by April 1845, had fallen behind in his payments to the congregation. On 24 June 1845, Raphael Alexander married Agnes Thomson at the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Melbourne. They had twelve children. In 1848 he was listed as a householder and a voter because he had a property in Elizabeth Street. ‘A. E. Alexander and R. Alexander’ were owners of the Bee Hive Drapery and Clothing Store in Collins Street, Melbourne, by the end of 1851.

Alexander Indent 4/5209; Melbourne Morning Herald, 29 November 1851; Port Phillip Gazette, 10 September 1842.



ALEXANDER, Rosa

b. London, c. 1838

Senator, 1848; Free.

Single.





The seventh and youngest child of Israel Alexander (q.v.) and his wife Hannah (née Lyons), Rosa married Alfred Harris in Melbourne in 1852. Her date of death is unknown, but occurred after 1888.



ALEXANDER, Samuel

b. London, 1805–1859

Norfolk (1), 1825; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Newington, Surrey, 1824.

Single; Shoemaker, furniture cleaner; Height: 157.5 cm.





Fair, sallow complexion, dark brown hair, brown eyes. The son of Israel Alexander of London. Samuel Alexander was sentenced for shoplifting at the Surrey Quarter Sessions, 30 August 1824.

Samuel Alexander was convicted, in the colony of New South Wales, at the Windsor General Session on 21 October 1826, for stealing ‘a quantity of pork’. He was sent to the Moreton Bay prison settlement and returned to Sydney on 28 December 1828. He was convicted in Sydney on 4 January 1830 for being ‘incorrigible’ and for ‘running away from the Iron Gang’, and sent back to Moreton Bay. On 5 October 1831 a certificate of freedom was granted, but Alexander was once again convicted in the Criminal Court at Sydney, this time for smuggling. He was sentenced to death, but was reprieved and sent to Norfolk Island on 25 January 1834.

Alexander was one of the nine Jews on Norfolk Island who, in May 1840, wrote to the Sydney Synagogue asking for prayer books to be sent to them. He is listed in the Registry of Flash Men as ‘a Norfolk Islander and shoemaker and head of a gang of thieves who live at the back of the Monitor newspaper office [in Barrack Lane]. They are at work now’ (January 1844).

OBSP, 1819–20, case 1857, p. 655; Norfolk Indent 2/8254, and 4/4010, p. 143; Phoenix (hulk) Entrance Book 4/5281, p. 18; Lucy Ann Indent 4/3896, p. 304; Miles, Registry of Flash Men, p. 70, 2/673; Land Correspondence 2/7799; CF 31/1047.



ALEXANDER, Samuel

b. London

1848; Free.

Watchmaker and jeweller.





Isaac Davis (q.v.) and Samuel Alexander commenced business in Collins Street as jewellers and watchmakers in the week of 27 April 1848. Alexander gave generously to the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation's building appeals in the early 1850s. Samuel Alexander was a shopkeeper in Ballarat in the early 1850s. He appears to have settled in Ararat and was present at the High Holyday services held there in 1858.

Port Phillip Herald, 27 April 1848.



ALEXANDER, Samuel

b. London, 1827–1911

1849; Free.

Single; 10 children.





The fifth child of Israel Alexander (q.v.) and Hannah (née Lyons), Samuel Alexander apparently arrived in Melbourne in 1849. In 1854 he married Frances (Fanny) Hartley Richards. They had ten children.



ALEXANDER, Samuel

Free.

Single; Dealer.





Samuel was the brother of Isaac Alexander (q.v.). Both men were early settlers in the 1850s in the Molongo District.



ALKIN, William

b. London, 1807

Marquis of Hastings (3), 1828; Convict; Sentenced to life, London, 1828.

Single; Pedlar, street seller; Height: 171 cm.





Ruddy complexion. Brown hair. Blue eyes. Tattoo of a woman's bust on left arm. Can read and write. William Alkin was an orange seller, who cut the window of a glass and china shop and tried to steal a decanter. Caught in the act, he was tried on 10 January 1828 and initially sentenced to death. He had no previous convictions.

William Alkin arrived in Port Jackson on 12 October 1828. He was listed as ‘Protestant’ in the ship's indent but, subsequently in the colonial records, as a Jew. The Parramatta Gaol Record Book recorded that Alkin was ‘Tried at Sydney 19 July 1838. To be sent to the stone quarry at Liverpool’. A ticket of leave was issued on 25 March 1839. Alkin was living in the district of Campbelltown. The pass was altered for Camden in 1842 and he was allowed to travel between Sydney and Goulburn later that year. He received a conditional pardon dated 1 July 1846.

OBSP, 1827–28, case 263, p. 163; Marquis of Hastings (3) Indent 4/4127, 4/4013; Parramatta Gaol Record Book, 1838–1839, 4/6533 no. 1115; A/1222, no. 401, 4/4127; TL 39/401; CP 46/347.



ALLEN, David (LEMAIR)

b. Strasbourg, 1826

Triton, 1842; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Lancaster-Salford, 1841.

Single; Coach painter; Height: 160 cm.





Able to read French. Reads and writes English. A stout man, fair complexion, very dark brown hair, dark eyes, black whiskers, long nose, broad mouth. David Allen stole a portmanteau from his master, Mr Joseph Williams. He had twice been imprisoned for theft before his sentence of transportation. His gaol report in England stated that he was a ‘bad character’. On the ship he served as clerk to the surgeon, who ‘recommends’ him.

David Allen's initial period of probation in Van Diemen's Land was fifteen months at Bridgewater. On 22 April 1840 he was given four days in solitary confinement for ‘insolence and disrespectful language’. In May 1844 he was recommended for a ticket of leave for his meritorious conduct on the occasion of a fire at Mr Rolwegen's house and was assigned to Louis Nathan (q.v.). Before a reply could be received from London, however, he was sentenced to seven additional years transportation at the Hobart Supreme Court, on 22 October 1845, for stealing two tablecloths and various other articles from his master. He had rented seat 74 at the Hobart Synagogue in that year, had paid fifteen shillings in offerings and subscription, and had sung in the choir at the consecration service.

Following Allen's conviction, he was sent to Port Arthur, deprived of his pass, and the earlier recommendation was struck off the records. Two minor charges of pilfering added four months to his initial probationary period. In May 1849 he was sentenced to six months hard labour for larceny under £5 while an assigned servant.

On 17 December 1850 his ticket of leave was reinstated. He had been living in Launceston, but illegally travelled to Victoria, where he was arrested in Geelong. His sentence was then extended another eighteen months and he was sentenced to spend four years with the quarry gang at Port Arthur. A certificate of freedom was finally granted on 29 June 1853.

CON 33/33, no. 7926; Hobart Synagogue Minute Book no. 1.



ALLEN, Isaac

b. Spitalfields, 1807

Layton, 1826; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, London, 1826.

Married; Hawker; 1 child (in London).





Isaac Allen, the son of Levi Allen of Spitalfields, was convicted for fraud. Allen sold a watch for ‘more than its true value’; he had been convicted of a similar offence eight years earlier. ‘Jew.’ Brown hair. Blue eyes. Scar on left cheek and pock-pitted. Gaol Report: ‘here before’. ‘Wife and child with my father and mother.’

Allen spent his first year in Van Diemen's Land at the Prisoners' Barracks in Hobart Town. On 15 October 1827 he was found to be absent without leave. As it was his first offence he was discharged. On 26 November 1827, while a member of the ‘Orphan School Road Gang’, he was found drunk in the streets of the town at 9:15 p.m. He was punished with fourteen days in the chain gang.

In February 1828, while a member of the New Town Road Party, he was sentenced to twenty-five lashes for ‘Disobedience’. On 13 February 1829 he was judged to be ‘drunk and disorderly’ and given three days on the treadmill. Only ten days later, on 23 February 1829, he was given twelve lashes for being ‘drunk and disorderly’. By 3 March 1829 he had been assigned to work as a servant in a private house. He was suspected of stealing eight shillings from his master's guest and given twelve months in a chain gang. In March 1830, he was absent from work and placed on the treadmill for two days. On 19 April, while a member of ‘No. 2 Chain Gang’, he was found to be absent from morning muster and sentenced to twelve lashes. On 14 June, while assigned to the Public Works Department, he was found guilty of ‘neglect of duty’, and received a further twenty-five lashes. On 11 October 1832, he was given fifty lashes for being drunk. A certificate of freedom was granted to Allen on 20 September 1833. However, on 6 December 1836, Allen was convicted and sentenced for a period of seven years and sent to the Port Arthur Penitentiary.

CON 31/1, no. 251; CON 23/1; CF 33/174.



ANDERSON, Benjamin

b. London, 1809

Lady Harewood, 1831; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, London, 1829.

Single; Fishmonger; Height: 160 cm.





Dark sallow complexion. Dark brown hair, baldish. Dark brown eyes. SD tattooed on left arm. Small scar between eyes and on left cheek. Can read and write. ‘Hebrew.’ Anderson was transported for stealing a coat valued at £3 that was hanging on the door of a private house. He pleaded that he had eaten no food for two days, and that someone had given him two glasses of liquor to drink. He was sentenced on 29 October 1829.

On arrival in New South Wales on 4 March 1831, Benjamin Anderson was assigned to Major Sullivan at Williams River. In 1833 he ‘misbehaves’ and was sent to be imprisoned in solitary confinement for seven days. Subsequently, his behaviour was judged to be ‘orderly’. He remained in the service of Major Sullivan until he received his certificate of freedom on 27 September 1836. A Benjamin Anderson had a house in Liverpool Street, Sydney, in September 1842.

OBSP, 1828–29, case 1552, p. 714; 4/4103, no. 31/430, 2/2204; Australian, 27 September 1836; CF 36/0753.



ANDERSON, James Henri (Henry) (Aaron AARONS)

b. London, 1823–1879

London; 1839, Free.

Single; Dealer, musician; 6 children.





The son of Samuel Aarons and Sarah (née Michaels) of London. The step-brother of John Aaron Anderson (q.v.). It is difficult to distinguish between the two men and, confusingly, they became brothers-in-law when they married sisters. James Henri Anderson was a musician brought to Hobart Town. In 1842 he performed as the pianist among a group of musicians employed to present grand opera. He was in Hobart Town by early 1842 and held a ‘grand concert of the most popular music, as now performed in the principle places of fashionable report in London’. In March 1843 he gave a concert in Launceston and within a year was in Sydney. J H Anderson is reported as playing at a pianoforte recital in Sydney in April 1844 and, together with Isaac Nathan (q.v.) shared responsibility for the musical service of consecration of the new York Street synagogue. He arranged, and published, a six-page songbook, The Lays of the Hebrews—A Selection of Hebrew Melodies as Sung at the Consecration of the Sydney Synagogue, Sydney, 1844. In June 1844 he was listed as having pledged £10 to the Launceston Synagogue appeal and was the honorary secretary of the congregation. He was in Launceston at the time of the dedication of the synagogue, in March 1846, and wrote and performed the music at the dedication service. The Launceston Examiner reported: ‘The greater part of the solos and the choruses we believe were composed by Mr Anderson’. Anderson gave £1 to the Sydney Synagogue appeal ‘from Hobart’ in 1845. In that same year, on 23 August, he was the bridegroom at Jewish wedding no. 6 in Launceston, when he married Hannah Solomon, the daughter of Mark Solomon (q.v.) and his wife Catherine. Hannah was born 15 July 1823 and had been baptised 18 August 1823 at St David's Hobart.

On 22 October 1848, J H Anderson, formerly secretary of the Launceston Synagogue was appointed by the Melbourne Synagogue as reader of the congregation. In addition to his liturgical duties, £10 was added to his salary ‘for the purpose of enabling him to employ a man to clean and trim the lamps and clean the synagogue’. His period of service concluded at the end of the year and on 29 January 1849 Moses Rintel (q.v.) was employed to take his place.

Anderson was living at Collins Street, Melbourne, in 1849 when his wife Hannah gave birth to Sarah Catherine ‘Kate’ (Melbourne Hebrew Congregation Birth Book, 5 May 1849). He advertised, untruthfully, in the Melbourne Morning Herald, on 1 May 1849, that he was a professor of music who had studied at London's Royal Academy of Music. He offered lessons in pianoforte and English singing, with appointments to be made through D & S Benjamin, a store in Collins Street. In 1850 J. H. Anderson published The Fitzroy Quadrilles dedicated to Lieutenant Governor Charles Fitzroy.

In June 1853 Anderson played the organ at the induction service of the Rev. Herman Hoelzel at the Hobart Synagogue. By September 1859 Anderson had moved back to Sydney and advertised that he was an ‘Importer of Music and Musical Instruments’ while presiding at the harmonium and directing the choir at the dediction for the Macquarie Street break away synagogue. A ‘very melodious Hallelujah Psalm’ was sung by the composer. The Andersons' sixth child, Adolphus, was born in Newcastle and registered at the Sydney Synagogue in 1854. Anderson was involved in the music for the Macquarie Street Synagogue, serving on the board in 1867 and 1868.

John Henry Anderson died on 1 May 1879, aged fifty-six, and was buried at the Melbourne General Cemetery. According to his death certificate James Henry Anderson spent two years in Van Diemen's Land, 16 years in New South Wales, 15 years in Queensland, two years in New Zealand. (The recorded years spent in Queensland must be a mistake. Perhaps it should be months rather than years). Rachel, the ‘beloved wife’ of J. H. Anderson Esq. of Melbourne, late of Sydney died on 22 December 1877 at her residence, 172 Forbes Street, Woolloomooloo (Sydney Morning Herald). She was fifty years old.

Their children were Sarah Catherine, twins born in 1846 Abraham Frederick and Augustus Abraham, Aaron Henri (who died aged four in 1853), Joseph born c. 1853, Ada Rebecca born 1857 in Sydney, Linda Arabella born 1859 in Sydney, Lionel Sidney born 1863, Walter born 1864, Gertrude Miriam (born 1866 and died 2 November 1949), Alfred Michael (who died in Melbourne in 1876 aged 28), and Adolphus (born in Newcastle).

Sydney Morning Herald, 3 April 1844; Launceston Examiner, 29 June 1844, 28 March 1846, 2 December 1846; J. Aron and J. Arndt, The Enduring Remnant, p. 28. Graeme Skinner, Australian Composers and Arrangers of Early Colonial Synagogue Music; New Light on Isaac Nathan, Henri Anderson, Joseph Reichenberg and Herman Hoelzel, AJHSJ, vol 20, part 2, June 2011. p. 193f. Family research by Susan Groenhut and Dr Graeme Skinner.



ANDERSON, John Henry/Aaron (John) Aarons





Popularly known as ‘the Bolter’ and the stepbrother (and brother-in-law) of James Henri Anderson (q.v.). John Anderson/Aaron Aarons/Aaron. John Anderson was also probably the convict known as Jack Anderson. He served a full seven years of his sentence on the road gangs in the district of Launceston. A letter to the Cornwall Chronicle (21 July 1836) states that, after the finish of his sentence, ‘the enterprising, dapper little Jack Anderson started a business for a few months, obtained credit (his sole aim) became insolvent and obtained a period of imprisonment.’ He had married Rachel Solomon, sister of Hannah and daughter of Mark and Catherine Solomon (q.v.) on 23 August 1845 in Launceston. There may also be a fleeting note in the Port Phillip Gazette of 16 May 1842: ‘Many of our readers will doubtless recollect a fellow of the name of Anderson, an associate and we believe a co-partner of the swindler [Henry] Davis who had made his way to Hobart Town’.

On the 18 November 1846 the South Australian Register wrote of John Anderson alias Aaron ‘He is a dapper little fellow, about thirty years of age—a Jew but without very Jewish countenance—in height about five feet. He arrived in South Australia from Van Diemen's Land and applied for an auctioneer's licence which was refused. He was a lazy, fraudulent, insolent runaway’. The leaders of the Adelaide Jewish community Emanuel Solomon, (q.v.) E. L. Montefiore (q.v.) and Barnett Nathan (q.v.) were said to have vouched for him. The Launceston Examiner, on 2 December 1846, reported that Anderson,‘well known in this island, formerly an auctioneer (and a prominent member and secretary of the Jewish congregation), was apprehended on Tuesday on a Warrant from Adelaide with an inspector of the mounted police in pursuit’. The charge was ‘Felony’ swindled £600 by issuing bad cheques'.

On 12 December the newspaper added: ‘This well known character Anderson was discharged on a technicality as the Launceston Court ruled that the South Australian warrant was illegal. The inspector returned to Adelaide and Anderson went to live in Hobart Town, where it was soon reported: ‘John Anderson has gone to Mauritius by the Alice Brooks but his character will probably reach there before him and prevent the successful practice of further frauds’.

Rachel and Hannah were both buried in the Jewish section of the Rookwood cemetery. Hannah's epitaph stated she had been born 15 May 1828 at Hobart Town and baptised 5 June 1825 at St David's. Her gravestone reads ‘Sacred to the memory of Hannah, relict of the late J. A. Anderson, who departed this life 5 February 1875, aged 52 years’. There were nine children. Both Anderson families named their first-born Alfred. There are two sons named Michael and they both had a Catherine and a Gertrude.

Research by Susan Groenhut and Dr Graeme Skinner.



ANSELL, Henry Simon

b. London, 1825

1843; Free. Single;

Watchmaker; 6 children.





The son of Hyam and Frances Ansell, and grandson to Rabbi Zalmon Ansell, the former Av Beth Din (Chairman of the Jewish Religious Court) of London, Henry Simon Ansell married Rosetta Casper at her father's house, at 38 Liverpool Street, Hobart Town, on 24 July 1850. Rosetta was a child of Ellis and Elizabeth Casper (qq.v.). He set up shop in Geelong and wrote to his brother Moses in England, suggesting that some young Jewish girls should be sent to Victoria to prevent intermarriage. He was the first honorary treasurer of the Geelong Hebrew Congregation.

Henry and Rosetta's children were Solomon Hyam and Rosinia (1854), Morris (1855), born in Geelong, Frances (1858), in Collingwood, Asher (1859), in Melbourne, and Rosetta (born and died in 1861) in Fitzroy. She was named after her mother, who died giving birth on 27 September 1861. After the death of his wife and infant child, Henry and his other children moved to Birmingham, England, where he married Matilda Myers.

Family information from Anne Budlender, Victoria.



ASHER, Benjamin





Benjamin Asher sailed from Sydney for California and the goldfields on the barque Victoria on 9 November 1849.



ASHER, Frances

b. London, 1803–1889

1842; Free.

Single.





Frances Asher married Aaron Solomons (q.v.), who arrived in Van Diemen's Land in 1841. She was his second wife, and they were to have ten children. Frances died in Melbourne on 3 August 1889, and was buried in the Melbourne General Cemetery. Her children were Phoebe (q.v.) (1827), Leah (1832), Abigail (1834), Isaac (1839), Louisa (1845), Henry John, Miriam (1847), Rachael (1849), Joseph and Sarah.



ASHER, Henry

b. Poland, 1805–1852

Westmoreland (1), 1835; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, York/West Riding, 1835.

Single; Jeweller; Height: 155 cm.





Ruddy and a little pock-pitted complexion. Brown hair. Dark hazel eyes. Nose thick and inclining to the right. Henry Asher was convicted of house breaking.

Henry Asher arrived in Sydney on 15 July 1835 and was sent to the District of Port Macquarie. In the 1837 General Return of Convicts in New South Wales he was listed in the prisoners' work party on Goat Island in Sydney Harbour. A ticket of leave was granted in 1841 and a certificate of freedom on 22 February 1842.

Henry Asher was a member of the Sydney Synagogue in 1845. An infant child, Henry Joel Asher, was registered in 1850 and died in Sydney on 7 December 1852, being buried as a Jew.

Petition A86, p. 298, 4/4371; TL 41/1345; CF 42/0273.



ASHER, Joel Henry

Argo, 1836; Free.





Mr H. Asher ‘from Hobart Town’ was the only passenger travelling on the Argo, which arrived at Port Jackson on 30 June 1836. Asher advertised that he had commenced business as Auctioneer and Commission Agent at 16 Elizabeth Street, Hobart Town. I. H. Asher was a member of the Hobart Town Synagogue in 1842 and pledged to pay one guinea in 1844 (which he did not pay). He was not a seat holder, but in 1845 gave £3 3s to the Synagogue building appeal. Asher apparently moved to Sydney, because it was reported (Australian, 19 October 1842) that he had been empanelled as a juror in the Norfolk Island piracy case.

There are two other references to J. H. Asher in Van Diemen's Land. The first was an arrival on the Sisters (cabin class), on 31 July 1844, and the second on the Louise (cabin class), on 14 March 1846. Asher departed from Launceston for Sydney on 25 April 1846. Asher travelled on to Brisbane and opened the California Store in North Brisbane, near the ferry, in 1846. Subsequently he became an auctioneer and agent, selling his business at the end of 1849. He bought land in Ipswich in February 1850. By then he was listed as a ‘Commission Agent’ in Sussex Street, Brisbane. He was the only Jew in Brisbane at the time, and left for Sydney at the end of that year. In 1851, Joel Henry Asher was listed as a licensed pawnbroker at 363 George Street South in Ford's Sydney Commercial Directory. Asher returned to Brisbane, and on 31 March 1852 bought land at Sofala, where he was living.

Joel Asher and Harriet were the parents of Benjamin (1848) born in Sydney, Miriam (1848), Henry (1850), Solomon (1853), Sarah (1853), Louisa (1855), Rosetta (1857), Morris (1858), Sydney (1861), Ralph (1867), whose birth was registered at St Philip's, Sydney, Hannah (1863), at Newcastle, and Solomon (1865) at Glebe.

Joel Henry Asher died in Sydney on 11 March 1847 and was buried at the Devonshire Street Cemetery, recorded by the synagogue as a ‘native of Poland’ and as a member of the congregation.

ML/5210, Hobart Town Courier, 7 September 1844, Moreton Bay Courier, 1 September 1849, 10 November 1849, 29 December 1849, 6 April 1849; Petition for Land 2/7792; AG, p. 314.

ML 4/5210; Hobart Town Courier, 7 September 1844.



ASHER, Joel Henry

b. London, ca 1820–1875

Bardaster, 1839; Free.

Dealer; 11 children.





Joel Henry Asher arrived with his brother, Morris Asher (q.v.), in Sydney on 3 March 1839. His name appeared in the first voters' list in the Sydney municipal election of 1842 because he had a ‘shop and rooms’ in George Street. In July 1843, Joel Asher had ‘relinquished his drapery and slop business and commenced work as a general agent and auctioneer in George St’. On 1 November 1843 he was declared insolvent and Walter Gray and Moses Joseph were appointed trustees of his estate. He was granted his certificate of discharge on 29 February 1844, paying tenpence ha'penny in the pound.

Asher then moved to Auckland where he opened a shop and in 1847 he was married to Harriett Keesing (1827-1881) before leaving New Zealand and beginning a business in Moreton Bay. His wife and child joined him there in 1849 and in 1850 was granted a licence to be an auctioneer in the colony. Asher travelled on to Brisbane and opened the California Store in North Brisbane, near the ferry, in 1846. Subsequently he became an auctioneer and agent, selling his business at the end of 1849. He bought land in Ipswich in February 1850. By then he was listed as a ‘Commission Agent’ in Sussex Street, Brisbane.

For the next fourteen or fifteen years Joel lived and worked as hotel owner, newspaper editor and shopkeeper in Sydney, Newcastle and Nelligen. His youngest son was born in Auckland in 1869.

Joel and Harriett appear to have separated. Joel died at Auckland at the age of 56 in 17 June 1875. His occupation on his death certificate was ‘storekeeper’.

Moreton CSO 92/13 F17; CSO 92/16 F60 (AOT); POL 459/Q, p. 74; Australasian Chronicle, 8 April 1833; Sydney Morning Herald, 15 September 1842; AG, p. 314. ML 4/5210; Hobart Town Courier, 7 September 1844; Family history notes by Ian Nicol of Sydney.



ASHER, Morris

b. Hackney, 1818–1909

Bardaster, 1839; Free.

Single; Dealer; 14 children.





The son of Isaac Benjamin Asher and Mary née Moss (Moses), Isaac was a storekeeper on the isle of Jersey. Morris arrived in Sydney with his older brother, Joel Henry Asher (q.v.), travelling steerage, on 3 March 1839. The Bardaster arrived in Port Jackson from Adelaide, where Morris Asher had spent a brief time. He worked as a hawker in the Grenfell District and opened small country stores in Wombat and Grenfell. Six months after his arrival, he took charge of seven bullock teams and took them overland to the new township of Melbourne. On 24 February 1840, he opened his Sydney General Stores in Albury, announcing that he would ‘sell lower than any store within a 100 miles of the settlement’. Asher then moved to Wellington, New Zealand, where he traded as a storekeeper and fitted up whaling stations at Queen Charlotte Sound and Kapiti Island. He made more than twenty-three trans-Tasman crossings, importing sheep and merchandise from New South Wales. He served in the Wellington Militia and fought in the Maori Wars.

On 11 February 1846, Mr Morris Asher of Sydney, ‘late of New Zealand’, married Rebecca Levey, the fifth child of Philip Levey (q.v.) and his wife, Leah (qq.v.), in a Jewish ceremony. Rebecca signed the congregational registry with a mark. Their first child was Rose (Rosetta), born in 1846 in New Zealand. They returned to Australia on the Kelso in 1848, and settled in Albury, where Asher built three hotels, the Rose, the Criterion and the Imperial. He opened a general store and established a boiling-down works and a flour mill. Subsequent children were Jane (Deborah) (1848–1929), Benjamin (1848), Samuel (in Albury, 3 May 1850–1944), Sarah (1853–1924), Alice (1856), Isaac (Richard) Benjamin (1856–1937), Morris Mark in Albury (1858–1922), Henry Joel (Harry) (1860–1934), Fanny (in Sydney, 1861–1944), Miriam (Marion) (in Sydney, 1863), Phillip (1864), Sidney John (later S.J. Laidlaw) (1866–1912), and Septimus David (in Bathurst, 1869-circa 1955). The Melbourne Hebrew Congregation recorded that Morris Asher,‘storekeeper’ of Albury, and his wife Rebecca brought a son to Melbourne for his circumcision on 8 December 1850.

In 1859 Asher contested the seat of Hume in the newly constituted New South Wales Parliament and won by three votes. He failed to be re-elected in 1865, and ran a store in the Lachlan goldfields. He was appointed appraiser of lands in the Riverina. Asher later worked as an auctioneer and lost most of his money through speculation. He died, at the age of ninety-one, on 29 October 1909, leaving an estate valued at £4459 7s 7d.

Melbourne Morning Herald, 13 February 1846, 24 February 1849, 9 March 1849; Minute Book Melbourne Hebrew Congregation, 3 May 1850–58, December 1850; M. Z. Forbes, ‘Jewish Personalities in the Movement for Responsible Government in NSW’, AJJHS, vol. 4, no. 6 (1957), p. 316; ‘Reminiscences of an Octogenarian’, Sydney Mail, 31 July 1907; AG, pp. 252, 300, 301. Family History Notes by Ian Nicol of Sydney.



ASSER, Abigail

c. 1815–1866

Westmoreland, 1833; Free.

Single; Nursemaid.





Abigail Asser, a nursemaid, arrived with the families of Barnett Aaron Phillips (q.v.) and Solomon Levien (q.v.) on 19 May 1833. Abigail died on 31 May 1866, and was buried at the Devonshire Street Jewish Cemetery in Sydney.



ASSER, Henry

Surprize (1), 1790; Convict; Sentenced to life, Old Bailey, 1786.

Single.





Henry Asser was convicted of stealing £14 worth of linen and clothes from his employer, a linen draper. Asser sold the stolen property to Barnett Levi, who realised that it was stolen and informed the draper. Asser was sentenced to death, which was then commuted because of ‘his extreme youth’. The prisoner ‘cried very much’ when being questioned.

The Surprize was part of the ill-fated and badly managed Second Fleet, which arrived in Port Jackson on 26 June 1790. Henry Asser was listed on the 1814 Muster at Liverpool. He was ‘free’ and a landholder. Asser eventually received an absolute pardon (which is noted on the margin of the Indent).

OBSP, 1785–1786, case 486, p. 730f; Surprize (1) Indent 4/4004, p. 36; 1814 Muster, A1942–2, p. 146.



AUSTIN, Adolph (ARNSTEIN)

b. Lippstadt, Westphalia, 1796–1856

1847; Free.

Married; 2 children.





Adolph Arnstein and his wife Sarah (née Hertzfield) (Sarah Austin, q.v.) travelled to Sydney from London with their son, Lewis Austin. Adolph Arnstein (Austin) died, aged sixty, and was buried at the Devonshire Street Jewish Cemetery on 19 September 1856. Sarah married a second time, to Moses Mayer.



AUSTIN, Edward (Adolph ARENSTEIN)

b. Sulzbach, Westphalia, 1804–1856

Hercules II (3), 1832; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, London, 1831.

Married; Tailor; Height: 160 cm; 5 children.





Sallow complexion. Dark brown hair. Dark eyes. ‘Scar on top of right thumb, a Jew’. Could read and write German and English. Austin was indicted for stealing two brooches valued at ten shillings and one ring valued at £1. A shop assistant caught Austin coming down the stairs from the garret where she lived. He spoke ‘bad English’. The prisoner therefore submitted a written defence, stating that he had come from Bavaria in search of a merchant named Masenbach, who had told him he lived on the third floor of the house in question. The court did not believe him.

Edward Austin arrived in New South Wales on 16 October 1832. Austin (Arenstein) was listed in the 1837 General Return of Convicts working as an assigned convict servant to Major General Stuart in Bathurst. In the same year he received his ticket of leave for the district of Bathurst. A certificate of freedom followed on 19 April 1839. That year, he married Mary Anne Chambers, who had been born in England.

By November 1844 he owned the St James Store in Bathurst and a ‘boiling down business’ yielding tallow and skins. He described himself as a ‘wool broker’, and in August 1845 sold his boiling-down business to Joseph Aarons. In 1843 the Sydney Synagogue had appointed Austin as its representative in Queanbeyan and, in 1845, he gave the York Street Synagogue a donation of £20.

Austin applied for naturalisation in 1846, stating that his parents were Lowe and Caroline Arenstein. He had been born in Salzbach, Bavaria. By that time, he had four children and owned ‘considerable property’ in Bathurst. He wished to travel to England to settle his affairs and to return. He was anxious to sell his stock in trade plus the business at Bathurst, which averaged an income of £15 000 a year, and intended to buy wool to take back to England. Austin's application for naturalisation was accepted by London.

Edward Austin died at Bathurst on 29 September 1856 and was buried at the Devonshire Street Jewish Cemetery (later reburied at Rookwood).

Children were Lewis, David, Fanny, Doris and Eve.

OBSP, 1831, case 131, p. 72; Hercules II (3) Indent, p. 131; Ship Indent 4/4017, p. 99; TL 37/494; CF 4/434739/0585; Sydney Morning Herald, 1 April 1844, 23 August 1844, 1 November 1844, 18 November 1844, 1 October 1845; Governors' Despatches, A1300, 4 July 1846, p. 17.



AUSTIN, Sarah (née HERTZFIELD) (MAYER)

1847; Free.

Married; 2 children.





Sarah arrived in Sydney, with her husband, Adolph Austin (q.v.), and son, Lewis Austin. After Adolph died in 1856, Sarah remarried, to Moses Mayer, with whom she had another child, David.





B



BADEN, Thomas (Levy Isaacs)

b. London, 1799–1867

Lady Castlereagh, 1818; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Old Bailey, 1817.

Single; Goldsmith; Height: 175 cm; 4 children.





Black hair, eyes dark, fair pale complexion. ‘Well behaved’ on board ship. Thomas Baden came from a family of jewellers in London. His name was variously spelled Beadon, Beedon, Beeton and Beaton. He was sentenced in January 1817 for stealing some printed cotton worth one shilling and fivepence from a draper in Oxford Street.

Thomas Baden was born Thomas Isaacs, but took his mother's maiden name. Baden (Beadon) was stationed in Launceston and in 1819 was appointed a constable. He was dismissed from the force in January 1821 and sentenced to hard labour in the gaol gang at Port Dalrymple for three months. On 8 June 1822, he was charged with neglect of duty while working in the Public Works Department, and was sentenced to work in irons for one month. On 8 October 1824 he was charged with having assaulted a Mr Mayley. No proof of the offence was tendered to the court, and the charge was dismissed. Baden took refuge on the islands at the western end of Bass Strait. It was said that his English family remitted ‘a handsome allowance’ to him through one of the Jewish residents of Launceston. By 1830 he had moved to Gun Carriage Island in Bass Strait. His common-law wife was Beth Smith, whose real name was Woreterneemerunnertatteyane. She had been forcibly removed from the Tasmanian mainland by John Harrington, and was ‘owned’ by Thomas Tucker until Baden (Beeton) obtained her—probably by buying her. They had four children, Lucy, Jane, James and Henry who were ‘home educated’ to read and write.

Baden returned to Launceston for some years, and then took his wife and his children back to live on the islands in Bass Strait, settling on Badger Island.

OBSP, 1817, case 245, p. 245; A. L. Meston, The Half-castes of the Furneaux Group, p. 50; CON 31/1, no. 109, p. 28; CON 13/1, p. 173; HO 10/43.



BARNARD, Samuel

Marian Watson; Free; Sentenced to 7 years, Sydney, 1841.

Dealer.





Listed as a Jew, Samuel Barnard was transported for embezzlement of £9, the property of his employer, Thomas Davis, after a trial in Sydney on 18 August 1841. Barnard was placed in the Clerks' Room Police Barracks in Hobart Town for twelve months.

CON 31/8, no. 494.



BARNET, Lazarus (Bernard LAZARUS)

b. London, 1801

Speke (2), 1821; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Old Bailey, 1820.

Single; Errand boy; Height: 152 cm.





Stout, dark sallow complexion, black hair, dark black eyes. Tattoo AK on right arm. Pock-pitted. Lazarus Barnet was transported for stealing a pair of stockings from a shop in Bishopsgate, having been sentenced at Middlesex on 28 February 1820.

Barnet arrived on 18 May 1821. In the 1825 General Muster list he was recorded as ‘Bernard’ Lazarus, in ‘Government employ’ in Sydney. He worked at the New Lumber Yard and in January 1822 the Colonial Secretary's records show him as a ‘Basket maker’. Lazarus Barnet was listed in the 1828 Census as a gardener at William Brown's, York Street, Sydney. His religion was given as ‘Protestant’ and he was ‘Free by Servitude’. He was granted a ticket of leave in 1829. Barnet worked as a compositor at the office of the Sydney Gazette in 1836, and was charged in March of that year with being absent from his hired service for three days. He was sentenced to thirty days on the treadmill. It was his third conviction in four months for absconding, and he claimed to have been ‘unwell’. In August he was charged again for refusing to return to work, and sentenced to two months in gaol. A Lazarus Barnet had received a certificate of freedom on 22 February 1827, and another on 12 August 1841. The certificate was renewed in 1858, where his surname was misspelled as ‘Barent’.

OBSP, 1819–20, case 498, p. 205; Speke (2) Indent 4/4007, p. 352; HO 10/19; Sydney Gazette, 20 August 1836, 3 March 1827, 6 December 1836, 20 August 1836; TL 29/398; CF 4/4368, 4/4424-41/1097, 58/6066.



BARNETT, Aaron (Aaron Moses)

b. London, 1785–1843

Glatton, 1803; Convict; Sentenced to life, Surrey, 1800.

Single; Labourer; Height: 163 cm.





Ruddy, pockmarked, yellow muddy complexion, black hair, dark brown eyes. Can neither read nor write. Aaron Barnett was sentenced at Surrey on 11 August 1800.

The Glatton arrived in New South Wales on 11 March 1803. In July 1804 Aaron Barnett was punished for ‘theft’ and whipped for stealing government provisions. He was listed in the 1806 Muster as a prisoner in Sydney assigned to P. Hibbs. By the 1814 Muster, Barnett was listed as being ‘free of the government stores’. He was a labourer, living at Windsor, when he was granted a certificate of freedom on 1 January 1814.

On 31 March 1816 he married Ann Emerson (who had been transported on the Francis Eliza in 1815 with a seven-year sentence). By May 1820 Barnett had been appointed a constable in Sydney. He remained in the police force for the next three years. Aaron and Anne Barnett were the witnesses at the marriage of Israel Chapman (q.v.) and each signed the register with an X. In 1823 he asked for, and received, one assigned convict servant. The servant was John Daniels (q.v.), who subsequently absconded from work and was wanted by the police. By 1826 Aaron Barnett had twenty head of cattle and ‘as a married man desirous of settling in the colony and free by conditional pardon’, asked for a grant of land. In the Census of 1828 he was listed as ‘Hebrew’ (as was his wife). He was a tenant farmer with sixty acres of land, twenty cultivated acres and twenty horned cattle in the District of Botany. Barnett married, for a second time, at St Luke's, Liverpool, to Eleanor Frawley, on 12 October 1831. Aaron Barnett of George Street was granted a confectioner's licence on 13 May 1843, but nine days later was buried in the Devonshire Street Jewish Cemetery.

Sydney Gazette, 29 July 1804, 13 May 1820, 28 August 1823, 13 January 1825, 13 May 1825; Land Correspondence 2/7796, 1 February 1826; Sydney Morning Herald, 13 May 1843; CP Register 4/4430, p. 76, p. 188.



BARNETT, Abigail

Free.

Single.





Abigail Barnett married Emanuel Myers (q.v.) at the Sydney Synagogue on 9 June 1845.



BARNETT, Abraham

b. London, 1807–1835

Waterloo (3), 1833; Convict; Sentenced to 14 years, Middlesex, 1832.

Single; Clothes dealer; Height: 165 cm.





No education. Dark sallow complexion. Dark brown hair. Grey eyes. Large nose. Barnett worked in Petticoat Lane and, together with James Wilson (aged fifty-five), stole a watch from a passerby in Essex Street. Barnett was twenty-three at the time of his trial. He was sentenced on 18 October 1832.

Abraham Barnett arrived in New South Wales on 3 August 1833. He died at the hospital in Liverpool and was buried by St Luke's Church of England in 1835.

OBSP, 1832, case 2432; Waterloo Indent, p. 81, no. 1503.



BARNETT, Barnett

Free.

Married; Dealer; 1 child.





In 1847, Barnett and Sarah Barnett (née Levy) of Maitland West had a child, Folk, whom they registered as a ‘Hebrew’.



BARNETT, Emanuel

Free.





Emanuel Barnett was a committee member of the Adelaide Hebrew Congregation in 1850.



BARNETT, Folk

Free.

Single.





Folk Barnett married Julia Emanuel (q.v.) at the Sydney Synagogue on 12 March 1844. Julia was the widow of Barnet Emanuel (q.v.).



BARNETT, Henry

1807–1870

1839; Free.

Single; Dealer.





The son of Barnett Barnett, ‘merchant’, and Sarah (née Levy), Henry Barnett was born in London, and married Charlotte Cohen (q.v.) at the Bridge Street synagogue in Sydney on 30 June 1841. On 1 April 1843 Henry Barnett, Baron B. Cohen (q.v), Francis Cohen (q.v.), and George Phillips (q.v.) were all out on bail after a quarrel with George O'Brien. As the cause of the disturbance was explained: ‘Yes, Harry Barnett had better mind his wife that look at Mrs D. E. or F telling Mrs B of anything of the kind would be worse than a twice told tale. As to Mrs B's “little affair” as I call it before marriage—not a word 'tis past. Mr O'Brian denies all connection with his now defunct paper’.

Henry Barnett, ‘dealer’ of George Street, was listed as insolvent on 2 April 1842 with debts of £472 and only £5 of assets. He was discharged as a bankrupt on 12 March 1844. In November 1846 Henry Barnett, publican, was fined forty shillings for selling liquor after hours. Henry died 2 December 1870 and his wife, Charlotte, died in 1 July 1871, aged fifty-one. Both were buried at Lidcombe's Jewish cemetery.

Australasian Chronicle, 14 April 1843; Omnibus and Sydney Spectator, 1 April 1843; Sydney Morning Herald, 16 April 1842; Citizen, 7 November 1846.



BARNETT, Hiam (Hyam)

b. London, 1779–1835

America, 1829; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Bristol, 1828.

Married; Hatter; Height: 157 cm; 8 children.





Dark ruddy complexion, dark brown to grey hair, hazel eyes. ‘No peculiar marks.’ Could read and write. On 14 July 1828 Barnett was convicted for stealing brass. No previous convictions had been recorded in England. He was married with eight children in England when he was convicted at the Bristol Quarter Sessions on 13 October 1828.

On arrival in Sydney on 18 August 1829 Hiam Barnett was immediately assigned to work for Simeon Lord. Hiam Barnett was a prisoner at Newcastle Gaol in November 1832. Hyam Barnett was buried by the Church of England in Bathurst in 1835.

Ship Indent 4/4014, p. 202, no. 1457–16.



BARNETT, Isaac

b. London, 1811

Florentia (1), 1828; Convict; Sentenced to life, Southworth, 1826.

Single; Errand boy; Height: 151 cm.





Ruddy fair complexion, dark brown hair, dark hazel eyes. Could not read or write. Isaac Barnett was sentenced at Surrey, on 24 October 1826, for ‘robbing a person’.

The Florentia arrived on 3 January 1828. Isaac Barnett was described in the 1828 Census as a Protestant. He was assigned to the Australian Agricultural Company at Port Stephens. A ticket of leave was issued in 1836 for the District of Argyle, then changed in 1838 for Berrima. A first class conditional pardon was granted in 1842. At this time, his height was recorded as 161 cm. Barnett went to Hobart Town to live with his brother in 1843 and returned to Sydney in the following year, only to be arrested in June for picking a man's pocket.

On 7 August 1847, the Colonial Secretary asked his department to prepare a pardon for Isaac Barnett. Isaac was buried at the Harrington Street Jewish cemetery. The date was not recorded,

Florentia Indent 4/4013, p. 16; Governors' Despatches 1846, A1241, A1217, p. 139; TL 36/653, 36/705; CP 43/303; HO 10/53; CS 47/204; Sydney Morning Herald, 3 June 1844.



BARNETT, James

b. Birmingham, 1796–1835

Isabella I (1), 1818; Convict; Sentenced to life, London, 1818.

Single; Seaman; Height: 155 cm; 2 children.





Sallow complexion, dark hair. Barnett was among a crowd of boys at Covent Garden who were pickpockets. A stolen watch was found in Barnett's ‘right-hand pocket’ by a constable.

James Barnett arrived in New South Wales on 14 September 1818 and married Ann Bates at St John's Church of England in Parramatta on 2 January 1821. He was listed in the 1828 Census as a Jew, perhaps mistakenly, with a wife and two children, John (1824) and Sarah (1826). He was listed as working as a seaman at Newington.

Barnett died at Bathurst in 1835 and was buried by the Church of England.

OBSP. 12 April 1820, case 450.



BARNETT, John

b. London, 1804–1887

John (1), 1827; Convict; Sentenced to 14 years, Old Bailey, 1827.

Single; Old clothes man; Height: 168 cm; 2 children.





Sallow complexion, black hair, hazel eyes, scar on right hand. Ring on little finger of right hand. In London, John Barnett stole two sovereigns from a drunken man in Whitechapel. He was pursued and caught.

John Barnett arrived in Sydney on 25 November 1827 and was assigned to a bookbinder, Mr G. Hazard, of Prince Street, Sydney. He was listed thus in the 1828 Census. He was granted a ticket of leave in 1837. Barnett married Sarah Frances (q.v.), the daughter of Benjamin Francis (q.v.), on 21 January 1833. It was Australia's second Jewish marriage and Moses Brown (q.v.) officiated. Sarah was officially converted to Judaism in Australia (as her father was Jewish and her mother was not). The conversion was authorised on 18 January 1833 by Michael Phillips (q.v.) and J. B. Montefiore (q.v.).

Barnett's name appears on the petition asking for the establishment of a synagogue in Launceston in May 1843.

OBSP, 1826–27, case 1250, p. 479; TL 37/458, 23 February 1842; CO 2809/274; Launceston Synagogue Petition, CO 280/673.



BARNETT, John

b. London, d. 1887

Palambam, 1832; Free.

Married; Cooper; 4 children.





John Barnett arrived in Sydney on the Palambam, with Sarah (q.v.), his wife, and their two children, Mary Jane, aged six, and Robert Freeman, aged seven. On 2 December 1833, John and Sarah had a son, Lewis. On 10 October 1836 a daughter, Jane, was born. Both children were registered with the Jewish community. In 1836 Barnett was working as a ‘collector’ for the Australian. Mr John Barnett was recorded as having given £10 to the Sydney Synagogue building fund on 15 September 1839. A donation of £5 was recorded in the name of Master Lewis Barnett. Lewis was buried in the Devonshire Street Cemetery on 26 April 1841. In November 1842, John Barnett was listed as eligible to vote in the first Sydney municipal elections, as he had a dwelling house in Castlereagh Street. On 31 March 1842 the Australian announced that John Barnett had commenced a partnership with J. G. Raphael (q.v.) as an auctioneer in Lower George Street.

John Barnett was buried at Sydney's Rookwood Jewish Cemetery on 3 October 1887.

Australian, 9 April 1842.



BARNETT, Jonas Solomon (Youner)

b. London, 1794

Morley (4), 1823; Convict; Sentenced to life, Old Bailey, 1822.

Single. Watchmaker, jeweller; Height: 163 cm.





Brown hair, brown eyes. Slightly pock-pitted with mole on right side of chin and a small mole at the corner of his right eye. His alias, ‘Youner’, sounds like the Yiddish for ‘younger’ (Yinger). He often reversed his names, and was frequently identified as Solomon Joseph Barnett. Barnett had been transported for stealing sixty dozen silk stockings. He had been on the prison hulk, Retribution, in 1812, serving a seven-year sentence, which concluded, after four years, with the granting of a pardon. His dossier notes he ‘has very bad connexions’. He was sentenced at the London Gaol Delivery on 20 February 1822, and had behaved ‘indifferently’ on board the prison hulk.

‘Youner’ Barnett arrived in Van Diemen's Land on 11 January 1823. After a brief period of assignment with the Public Works in Hobart Town, Solomon (as he appears to have been known in Van Diemen's Land) was granted an allotment of land in 1824 (in Hobart Town).

His rehabilitation came to an abrupt end, however. He was a messenger to the Colonial Secretary's Office when, on 9 October 1827, he was sent to a penal settlement for three years for not being able to account for a stolen silver watch that was found in his possession. A ticket of leave was granted on the Queen's birthday, 24 February 1832. In November 1833, he was appointed a constable. In March 1835 he was convicted of being drunk on duty and of allowing a prisoner in his charge to become intoxicated. He was dismissed from the police force, deprived of his ticket of leave, and transferred to a rural district. Barnett received a conditional pardon on 22 January 1838, and was permitted by the Lieutenant Governor to travel to Sydney, where he had a brother. He carried on ‘a respectable business in Sydney until 1844, when business caused him to return for a visit to Van Diemen's Land’. Once he had landed in Hobart Town, he discovered he needed official permission to return to New South Wales. He therefore wrote to the Colonial Secretary, stating that he would be ‘utterly ruined’ if he could not obtain the necessary permit. He was then forced to ask the Hobart Hebrew Congregation to assist him to travel to the new colony of Port Phillip. The congregation agreed to help him leave and, in 1851, he was given the necessary official permission to proceed to any port save those in Great Britain.

Morley (4) Indent 4/4008, p. 249; CON 31/38, no. 485; CON 23/3; CON 23/1, no. 485; LSD 1/73/195; Dixson Library 165a, Petitions 1845, p. 353a–f; HO 10/43; CS 38/8656, rec'd 18 August 1838, 4/2432.2; Launceston Independent, 3 March 1832; CP 1746.



BARNETT, Joseph

b. London, 1797–1850

John I (3), 1831; Convict; Sentenced to life, Old Bailey, 1829.

Married; Jeweller; Height: 165 cm; 7 children (in England).





Dark complexioned, black hair, black whiskers, oval face, ‘retreating’ hair, brown eyes, long nose, medium mouth and chin. ‘A Jew.’ Joseph Barnett was married to Sarah Barnett, who lived at City Road, London. They had seven children. He was convicted for ‘felony’ when he stole from a warehouse. He was caught carrying a basket containing stolen silver plate worth £100. He protested to the judge: ‘I am innocent. It is all prejudice against me’. He had been tried previously for the theft of a five-pound note. He could read and write. Barnett brought seventeen shillings with him on board the transport ship.

Barnett arrived in Van Diemen's Land on 29 January 1831. On 17 December 1834, while assigned to Mr Burton, he was arrested for stealing a watch belonging to Isaac Solomon (q.v.), the brother of Judah and Joseph, and was sentenced to an additional seven years at the Launceston Quarter Sessions on 4 January 1835. On 8 February 1835 he absconded from the road party and on recapture was sentenced to three years hard labour, attached to the Hulk Chain Gang, and sent to the convict station at Bridgewater.

On 22 November 1838, while assigned to a Mr Solomon, he was charged with misconduct. Barnett offered to give police information about a felony if he received a ticket of leave. For his impudence he was given a sentence of six months hard labour at Grass Tree Hill; it was noted that his conduct was to be reported. On 14 September 1839 he was arrested for being at the Military Barracks at Launceston without permission and was sentenced to three weeks hard labour in chains. He received his first ticket of leave on 13 July 1841.

Barnett was employed as a police constable, and on 7 September 1842, was attacked by a woman he was arresting. Others nearby also attacked him, shouting: ‘You bloody Jew. She shan't go’. Constable John Isaacs (q.v.) came to his aid and the woman was fined £2.

On 5 April 1843 Barnett was sentenced at the Supreme Court in Launceston to fourteen years for receiving stolen goods and was sent to Port Arthur. This sentence was reduced in June 1845 by two years for apprehending an absconder, and in March 1846 he was allowed to leave Port Arthur for Bridgewater. Barnett's wife must have died because on 19 August 1841 he received permission to marry Caroline Phillips, a daughter of Moses Phillips (q.v.). His second ticket of leave was issued on 29 March 1849 and a (posthumous) conditional pardon was granted on 16 November 1852.

CON 34/3, no. 1459; CON 31/4; Allport Collection; CON 18/9; CON 52/2, p. 13; Hobart Town Courier, 19 April 1839; CSO 22/35/1148, 7 September 1842.



BARNETT, Joseph

b. Houndsditch, 1804

Arab (1), 1822; Convict; Sentenced to life, Old Bailey, 1822.

Single; Hawker; Height: 155 cm.





Ruddy complexion, blue eyes, dark brown hair. With Thomas Johnson and John Jones, who were two other pickpockets, Barnett stole eight shillings from a man watching the changing of the guard at St James Palace. He was listed as a Jew.

Barnett arrived in Van Diemen's Land on 6 November 1822. As soon as his period of probation was over, on 29 January 1824, Joseph Barnett was convicted of hawking goods about Hobart Town without a licence and was sentenced to an additional six months hard labour. On 15 June 1825, he was caught inside a private house with the intent to steal, and was sent to Maria Island. On 13 January 1827 he was found with stolen potatoes in his possession and received twenty-five lashes. On 5 January 1828 he was absent from duty while with the boats belonging to the Public Works Department and sent to the Black Snake Road Party for three months. In the next six months he received seventy-five lashes for absence and insolence and was sent to the treadmill for two days. On 22 July 1828 he was convicted for having a stolen waistcoat in his possession at the Prisoners' Barracks in Hobart Town and sent back to Maria Island.

Barnett received a seven-year sentence at the Supreme Court in Hobart Town on 10 March 1829. He was given twenty-five lashes in May 1831 for being absent without leave from the New Town Barracks and sentenced to twelve months hard labour in the Hulk Chain Gang. In July 1835 he was given a further twenty-four lashes for neglect of duty, and on 6 August 1835 was accused of robbery and, though the charge was unproven, was put in a road party for twelve months.

On 4 July 1840, Joseph Barnett was given permission to marry Margaret Reed, who had come to Van Diemen's Land on the Nautilus. His conditional pardon was approved on 8 September 1842. He briefly rented seat no. 76 in the Hobart Town Synagogue in 1845.

In 1875 the Hobart Hebrew Congregation received a letter about a Joseph Barnett who was ‘about to die’. The congregation refused to have anything to do with him. The Synagogue Minutes explain that he ‘never was a member of the congregation and has a son living in Hobart Town’. Joseph Barnett died on 17 August 1875 at the New Norfolk Asylum and was buried by the Hobart Hebrew Congregation.

OBSP, 1821–22, case 490, p. 223; CON 31/1; CSO 1/108/27, p. 27f.(1830–31); CON 23/1; HO 11/4; CP 765.



BARNETT, Joseph (John)

b. London, 1813–1851

Free.

Married.





Joseph Barnett received a publican's licence for the Lincoln Hotel. By 1850, Barnett was involved in a series of business ventures. He sold a whale fishery at Encounter Bay after it had made a profit of £600 for the previous two years. He bought a number of houses from people who had left for the goldfields and advertised that he needed ‘a respectable young man’ to collect rent on them. He owned and managed the Jerusalem Coffee House in Port Adelaide.

Joseph Barnett died at Port Adelaide at the age of thirty-eight. He was described as a wine merchant at the time of his death. Pritchard queries whether it was his widow, Elizabeth Barnett, who married Henry Thomas Cullen in 1853.

South Australian Gazette and Colonial Register, 16 March 1839, 31 January 1850; 4 February 1850, 11 July 1850, 15 July 1850; Pritchard Index.



BARNETT, Joshua Lewis

b. London, 1811

Henry Porcher, 1837; Free.

Colonial conviction 14 years, Sydney, 1837.

Single; Height: 160 cm.





Fresh complexion, black hair, dark reddish hair, dark grey eyes. Literate. Henry Barnett, the father of ‘Lewis’ as he was known, was a coach proprietor. Lewis was said to have been able to drive a pair of horses through the metroplitan traffic.

Joshua Lewis Barnett was transported from New South Wales to Van Diemen's Land on the Francis Freeling, arriving 12 March 1837, after having been sentenced in Sydney to fourteen years transportation for receiving stolen tortoise shell. The case caused wide public interest. The Sydney Gazette of 24 January 1837 told the story of ‘Two of the Hebrew Nation’ who had been charged with receiving stolen goods and who were both named Lewis Barnett.

In Hobart Town on 5 August 1837, Barnett was convicted for ‘idleness’ and put on bread and water in solitary confinement for forty-eight hours. On 28 April 1838 he was given six months hard labour for neglecting his duty as a watchman. On 7 March 1839, while a servant of Mr John Moses (q.v.), Lewis Barnett was found to be drunk and was reprimanded. On 10 January 1839, he was reported by Mr Moses for insolence, and returned to the Public Works Department to work in the interior for three months. On 19 May 1840, having been returned to the Moses household, he was found guilty of misconduct for being in a public house after hours, and received four days in the cells on bread and water. Despite his poor conduct, on 17 June 1840, John Moses asked that Barnett be permitted to go with him on business to Sydney. Permission was refused on the grounds that his offences in Sydney had been ‘very bad’.

On 27 May 1841, still assigned to Moses, he was accused of misconduct for being in the theatre after hours. He received two months hard labour. On 2 January 1844, another charge of misconduct resulted in a sentence of three days solitary confinement. A ticket of leave was issued on 12 April 1844 and it was noted that ‘The Lieutenant Governor has directed a record be made in favour of this Man for his meritorious conduct at a fire, which took place in the premises of M. McGreely’. On 8 July of that year, he was found to have been drunk and sentenced to one month hard labour. However, a ticket of leave was issued on 19 August 1845 and a conditional pardon was recommended on 26 January 1847.

In September 1846 Lewis Barnett had been granted permission to marry Rachel Nathan (q.v.). On 23 May 1846 a son, Abraham, was born in Launceston and Henry was born on 11 May 1849. Barnett's absolute pardon was approved on 4 July 1848.

Sydney Gazette, 14 July 1835, 24 January 1837; Supreme Court on Circuit, 4 February, 1837, 4/6488; Assignment Lists of Convicts, CS 4/4523, p. 42; CON 31/3, no. 2606; CON 16/1, p. 47; CON 35/1/1, p. 42; CON 52/2, p. 287; CSO 5/243/6338; Permission to Marry Book, CON 52/2; Sydney Morning Herald, 5 December 1845.



BARNETT, Levi

b. London, 1799–1848

Elizabeth (1), 1816; Convict; Sentenced to life, Old Bailey, 1815.

Single; Old clothes man; Height: 155 cm.





Dark complexion, black hair, dark eyes. Barnett Levi was sentenced to six months in prison at the Old Bailey 6 July 1814. A constable saw ‘the lad … slip something out of his breeches pocket and put it in his mouth. These are the two shillings I took out of his mouth’. Barnett was back in court within months of his release from gaol and was sentenced at the London Gaol Delivery on 6 December 1815. He gave his religion as ‘C of E’.

Levi Barnett arrived in New South Wales on 5 October 1816. The Parramatta Magistrates Book of 30 June 1822 recorded that, on 19 April 1822, Levy Barnett was ‘found in the streets away from his barracks late at night’. Barnett was sentenced to fourteen days in the gaol gang on bread and water and returned to the convict barracks. On 25 October 1823 he was transferred to Penrith from Emu Plains and in 1825 he was listed as a convict labourer at Evan. By the end of the year, the Colonial Secretary recorded that he was a convict in the service of John Scarfe of Castlereagh.

Barnett was listed in the 1828 Census as having ‘no religion’. According to the list of convicts for New South Wales, he was living at Port Macquarie. He was returned from prison at Port Macquarie on 16 April 1829, to be held at the Phoenix hulk and then sent to the Hyde Park Barracks. Barnett was sentenced at the Sydney General Sessions on 6 August 1829 for stealing government property, and spent the next three years at the prison settlement at Moreton Bay. He later settled in the District of Berrima, receiving a ticket of leave in 1840, and a conditional pardon in 1845. He died on 20 September 1848 and was buried at the Tarban Creek Lunatic Asylum ‘of Plymouth’. Barnett's body was later disinterred and buried in Sydney's Devonshire Street Jewish Cemetery.

4/3896, 16 April 1829. 8; FitzRoy Correspondence, ML A1242, p. 124, in 1847; HO 10/28; HO 10/53; TL 40/1631, in 4/4142; CP 46/161, in 4/4005, p. 193.



BARNETT, Levy

1841; Free.





An ‘L. Barnett’ arrived from London on 12 June 1841. According to the New South Wales Pioneers Index Levy Barnett had a child, ‘Sarah’, in 1849. (Also in the York Street Birth Register 27 January 1849).



BARNETT, Lewis (Lewis BENNETT)

b. Aldgate, 1802

Adamant, 1821; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, London, 1821.

Single; Butcher; Height: 159 cm; 6 children.





Dark florid complexion. Black hair. Hazel eyes. Lewis Barnett was sentenced on 10 January 1821 (under the surname ‘Bennett’) for stealing a bundle of mohair cloth.

The convict transport ship Adamant arrived in Sydney on 8 September 1821. Barnett was granted a ticket of leave in 1827. In 1831, Lewis Barnett married Elizabeth, whose surname was listed as both ‘Jones’ and ‘Solomon’. She had been married to Solomon Solomons (q.v.), who had arrived on the Marquis of Wellington in 1815. Elizabeth adopted a Jewish identity, calling herself ‘Rebecca’, and their first child, Sarah, was born in 1832.

In the 1832 Sydney General Post Office Directory, Barnett was listed as a publican of George Street. The coach for Parramatta started at his public house, which was called the Swan with Two Necks. He was also the publican of the Red Lion, also in George Street. He was the agent for those in Parramatta who were waiting to have assigned female servants sent to them. He also had an assigned servant of his own. In 1837 he was arrested together with a namesake. The other Lewis Barnett had ‘recently arrived’ in Sydney as a free settler. The Sydney Gazette of 24 January 1837 told the story of ‘Two of the Hebrew Nation’ who were charged as receivers. The stolen goods were found in the house adjoining the ex-convict, who denounced the ‘free’ Barnett with the words ‘You have got me into a mess, you told me you took the house to keep a woman’. Despite his denials, the ‘free’ Barnett was convicted of receiving stolen property and was sent to Van Diemen's Land. The ‘convict’ Barnett stated that he knew the other man from London and had lived in his house until he took the adjoining house.

In 1835 Barnett moved to Goulburn Street. Hannah Barnett was born in 1837. Lewis and Rebecca Barnett registered their child, Henry, as a Jew following his birth in 1839. Julia was born in 1841, and Amelia in 1849, both in Sydney. An infant son, Abraham, was buried in the Devonshire Street Jewish Cemetery on 1 November 1847. Lewis Barnett appeared on the York Street Synagogue list of donors in 1839 with a donation of £20. He was a seat holder who gave a further £35 to the synagogue in the subsequent three years. In 1845 he was described as a ‘hawker’, and accused by Samuel Solomon (q.v.), a dealer, of not having paid his commission for a consignment of blouses and coats. Ford's Sydney Commercial Directory, 1851, listed two ‘Lewis Barnetts’, one as a merchant at 3 Jamison Street, and the other as a general dealer at 29 King Street West.

2/8240 p. 1, in 4/4007; TL 27/62; Monitor, 28 August 1830; Sydney Gazette, 15 November 1832, 24 January 1837; Sydney Morning Herald, 5 December 1845; Australian, 27 July 1832, 12 July 1835.



BARNETT, Miriam

1822–1917

Jane, 1843; Free.

Single; Dealer; 6 children.





Miriam Barnett was the daughter of Baron Barnett of London, and was born on 11 August 1822. She married the ‘shopkeeper’ Saul (Solomon) Solomons (q.v.) at Launceston on 20 November 1844. Three of her children, Rachel Miriam (7 October 1845), Amelia (3 October 1846), and Phoebe (11 March 1848), were born in Launceston. The family then moved to South Australia, travelling on the Halcyon, and arriving on 28 February 1849. Three further children, Baron Isaacar (8 May 1849), Henry Aaron (20 March 1851), and Matilda (Tillie) (18 June 1853), were born in Adelaide.

Miriam lived at Burra Burra House in Hindley Street for thirty-seven years and then for thirty years at her home in Gover Street, North Adelaide. She died on 5 August 1917 just prior to her ninety-fifth birthday and was buried at the West Terrace Jewish Cemetery.

Pritchard Index.



BARNETT, Moses (Morris)

d. 1838

Isabella I (5), 1833; Convict.





Moses Barnett was listed on the ship's indent as ‘Morris Barnett’. He arrived in Hobart Town on 14 November 1833. ‘Moses’ Barnett was buried in the Jewish Cemetery in Harrington Street, Hobart Town in 1838.

CON 31/5; CON 27/6; MM33/2.



BARNETT, Moses (Moss)

d. 1871

Free. 2 children.





Moses Barnett applied to the Board of the Sydney Synagogue for ‘making’ Miss Maria Hart (q.v.) a Jewess, as her father was Jewish, in order for them to marry. The Board responded: ‘If she proves the same to the satisfaction of the committee that her father is a Jew they will exceed [sic] to her request’. When it came to the test, eight members of the board voted for the marriage to be performed and two against. They were married on 17 March 1841 (in Jewish wedding no. 43). Their children were Hannah (25 December 1841), born at Liverpool, and Samuel (9 September 1843), born in Sydney. Both children were registered as ‘Hebrew’.

Moses was buried at the Lidcombe Jewish Cemetery on 27 May 1871. ‘Margaret’, the wife of ‘Moss Barnett’, was buried on 1 January 1844 in the Devonshire Street Jewish Cemetery. Her grave was transferred to Lidcombe in 1901.

Sydney Synagogue Minute Book, dated 24 February 1841, p. 63; Bridge Street Synagogue Letter Book, dated 6 November 1840 (Archives of AJHS Sydney).



BARNETT, Rachel (née SOLOMON)

b. Sheerness, 1811–1869

Trinity, 1839; Free.

Married; 9 children.





Rachel was the second daughter of Judah and Esther Solomon (qq.v.). She had married Samuel Barnett (q.v.) at the Great Synagogue in London on 11 December 1831. They had nine children: Isaac (1832), Judah (1833), and Esther (1834) in London, and Michael, David, Benjamin (1840), Samuel (22 December 1841), Louisa (1845), and Louis (1847) (whose name was changed to Lewis) in Hobart Town. In 1847, the family moved from Van Diemen's Land to Melbourne. Rachel died on 3 December 1869 at 5 Napier Street, Fitzroy. She had lived for eighteen years in Van Diemen's Land and fourteen years in Victoria. Joseph Simmons, ‘a friend’, was recorded as present at her death. Simmons was Louisa's father-in-law, as Louisa had married Lewis Simmons in 1868.



BARNETT, Reuben (Rheuben)

b. Warsaw, Poland, 1817–1894

Mt Stewart Elphinstone, 1845; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Central Criminal Court, 23 October 1843.

Married; Watchmaker; Height: 152 cm; 11 children.





‘Polish Jew’, fresh complexion, dark brown hair, long face, brown eyes, long nose. Had been living in Harrow. His right shoulder was notably higher than his left. Could read and write ‘a little’. Surgeon's report: ‘Very Good’. Reuben Barnett's offence was stated as: ‘Receiving India Silks valued at £100 from Mr Ellis Hetherington, St Paul's Church Yard’. Barnett had married Julia Aarons, daughter of Michael Aarons, on 25 August 1841, at 21 Tenter Ground, Spitalfields, under the auspices of the Great Synagogue in London. His mother, Esther, and a brother lived in Warsaw. At the time of his conviction at the Old Bailey, his wife and their one-year-old child, Barnet Barnett, born on 25 June 1842, were living in Spitalfields.

Barnett arrived in Hobart Town on 17 June 1845 and served as a constable during that first year. Barnett was charged with minor misdemeanours and in January 1846 spent ten days in solitary confinement for ‘misconduct’. On 20 December, he was found guilty of ‘taking indecent liberties with Patrick Connor’ and his recently issued ticket of leave was revoked. Barnett was sentenced to nine months hard labour in chains. His ticket of leave was reissued on 11 December 1849.

Barnett's wife and son remained in London and, in 1881, were living at 3 Partridge Court, Aldgate. Reuben Barnett married a second time, on 16 September 1861, at the Free Campbell Church, Oatlands. His new wife was Julia Salmon, the daughter of Joseph Salmon and Ellen (McDonnell). There were ten children of this second marriage: Jane Helena Barnett (22 July 1862, born in Oatlands District), Mary Elizabeth (31 January 1864), William Rheuben (24 August 1865), Alfred Joseph (born in Fingal District), Rose Adelaide (13 February 1871), Julia Bertha (16 August 1872), Frances Ellen (26 June 1876, born in Hobart), Francis Henry (16 June 1878), Sarah Jane (21 August 1880), and Reuben Henry (14 June 1883, born at Launceston).

Reuben Barnett was buried in the Roman Catholic section of the Cornelian Bay Cemetery in Hobart in 1894.

CON 33/1/66, no. 249; CON 14/21, no. 15568; CON 18/45; Family research by Dianne Duncanson-Clark, great-granddaughter of Alfred Joseph (John) Barnett.



BARNETT, Richard

b. London, 1807

Heroine, 1833; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Old Bailey, 1833.

Single; Dealer; Height: 168 cm.





Dark ruddy complexion. Black hair. Chestnut eyes. Small mole on left side of chin. Nose large, inclining to the right. Eyebrows partially meeting. Can read and write. Jew. Barnett was found with a bolt of stolen cloth valued at £10. The cloth was stolen from a tailor who lived at St Paul's Churchyard. He was sentenced at the London Gaol Delivery on 3 January 1833.

Richard Barnett was granted a conditional pardon in 1838.

OBSP, 1832–33, case 341, p. 163; Heroine Printed Indent 33/963, p. 115; CP 38/317.



BARNETT, Samuel

1801–1864(?)

Free.

Married; 1 child.





Samuel and Rachael Barnett were listed in the Sydney Synagogue records with a daughter, Clara, born in Sydney on 8 September 1842. He was listed among those qualified to vote in Sydney's first municipal elections in 1842.

There were two Samuel Barnetts in business in Sydney in the latter part of the 1840s. One sold clothes at 252 George Street, and the other owned the hotel, the Cheshire Cheese, at the corner of Sussex and King streets. In July 1844, ‘publican’ Barnett was granted a night licence for his hotel. In 1845 Samuel Barnett gave £30 to the York Street congregation and was a seat holder throughout the 1840s. The hotel owner was, without doubt, the generous benefactor of the synagogue, though it is unclear whether he was this Samuel Barnett.

Australian, 7 April 1842; Sydney Morning Herald, 10 March 1843.



BARNETT, Samuel

b. London, 1793–1864(?)

Marquis of Huntley (1), 1826; Convict; Sentenced to life, Newgate, 1825.

Single; Scourer; Height: 174 cm; 6 children.





Dark sallow complexion, pock-pitted, hazel grey eyes, black hair. Scar on upper lip under right nostril. Broad scar on cap of left knee. Samuel Barnett stole a tablecloth, valued at £25, from a shopkeeper's home in the City of London. His original sentence, on 15 September 1815, was ‘Death’.

Samuel Barnett arrived in New South Wales on 13 September 1826. He appeared in the 1828 Census as a ‘constable’ on ‘government service’, assigned to the Australian Agricultural Company at Port Stephens. A ticket of leave was granted on 23 August 1831 (Sydney Gazette), and a conditional pardon on 23 June 1838. An absolute pardon was issued on 1 February 1843. Barnett was listed in the 1837 General Return of Convicts in New South Wales as living in Sydney with a ticket of leave.

Samuel Barnett received permission to marry Mary Smith, who came free to the colony on 6 May 1833. The Rev. S. Marsden officiated at Parramatta. On 8 April 1840 Barnett wrote to the Sydney Synagogue from his home in Liverpool (NSW) asking that his wife (whose name was by then ‘Rebecca’) and children be admitted into the Jewish faith: ‘Mine is no novel case for several parties who are now the leading members of our congregation, have been placed in the same situation’. He added ‘It is better to save one sinner in a world than to turn him away’. His wife Mary/Rebecca was formally accepted as a convert (‘made a Geyrester [sic] by I.S.’, according to a note) on 12 August 1840, and a Jewish wedding (no. 34) was performed by Isaac Simmons (q.v.). At the time of his writing, his children were Henry Samuel, born 1834, who was uncircumcised, and Leah (Sarah), born in Sydney in 1838, and registered as a ‘Hebrew’ (she had been named in the synagogue). In 1838 Samuel Barnett was honoured by being called to the Torah by the secretary of the synagogue, Emanuel Crabb (q.v.), against the ‘explicit wish’ of the president of the congregation.

Samuel and Rebecca had four more children: Julia (1840), Hannah (1841), Abraham (1844, who died on 31 October 1847), and Moses (1844). Their son Henry Samuel drowned ‘off Tugen’ on 23 June 1852.

Barnett owned a shop in King Street in 1842. However, Low's Directory of the City and District of Sydney of 1847 listed two Samuel Barnetts. One was a clothes seller at 252 George Street and the other owned the licence for the Cheshire Cheese hotel at the corner of Sussex and King streets. On 30 June 1849, ‘Samuel Barnett of Sydney’ was listed as insolvent in the Maitland Mercury. In August 1851, Samuel Barnett, a clerk for Mr Davis, draper of George Street, Sydney, was convicted of embezzling a cheque for £4 10s, with a Thomas Murray as an accessory in the fraud.

A Samuel Barnett died in Sydney in November 1864. Mrs Rebecca Barnett, ‘relict of the late Mr Samuel Barnett and beloved mother of Mrs Myer Solomon’ died at her residence, at 89 Macquarie Street, on 26 April 1881 and was buried in the Jewish section of the Rookwood Cemetery.

OBSP, 1824–25, case 1579, p. 596; Ship Indent 4/4011, p. 70; HO 10/52; HO 10/53; Commercial Journal and Advertiser, 11 April 1840, 17 September 1842, 3, 5, 19 August 1851; Minutes of the Sydney Synagogue, 8 April 1840, p. 35, Maitland Mercury, 30 June 1849; Sydney Morning Herald, 5 April 1845, 27 April 1881.



BARNETT, Samuel

b. Sheerness, 1806–1898

Juliet, 1839; Free.

Married; Merchant; 9 children.





‘Mr Barnett from London, Cabin Class’, arrived (in Hobart Town) on the Juliet on 17 September 1839 with his wife, Rachael (q.v.) (née Solomon), the second daughter of Judah and Esther Solomon (qq.v.), and their three children, Isaac (1832), Judah (1833), and Esther (1834). Rachel had been born in Sheerness in 1811 and Rachael's sister Louisa (q.v.) and brother-in-law (John Davis) were also on board. Samuel and Rachael Solomon had married at the Great Synagogue in London on 11 December 1831.

Samuel Barnett advertised that he had taken over the inn, the Bricklayer's Arms, in Elizabeth Street, and the licence was formally transferred on 14 February 1840. In the 1842 Census of Van Diemen's Land he was described as a ‘Merchant, Owner at 4 Melville St. They live in a brick building and the family consisted of 3 boys and 2 girls under 14 two of whom were born in the colony. He has an assigned servant’. Barnett was a member of the Hobart Hebrew Congregation in 1842 and rented seat no. 57. His wife gave the synagogue £7. He promised to lend the synagogue's building fund £20 but was unable to fulfil his promise.

In 1846 Barnett briefly held the publican's licence for the Rising Sun, Bathurst Street, which was transferred to the Caledonia Hotel in Elizabeth Street in Hobart Town in early 1848. Samuel tried his luck at the gold fields in California in 1849 before returning to Van Diemen's Land by 1854. Samuel and Rachel had six children in Hobart Town: Michael, David, Benjamin (1840), Samuel (22 December 1841), Louisa (1845), and Louis (1847), whose name was changed to Lewis. Later that year the family moved from Van Diemen's Land to Melbourne.

Rachael died on 3 December 1869 at 5 Napier Street, Fitzroy. Samuel Barnett died in Fitzroy in 1898, aged ninety-two.

Hobart Town Courier, 14 February 1840, 5 September 1846; MB 2/39/4, p. 263, AOT.



BARNETT, Samuel

b. London, 1821

Anson, 1844; Convict; Sentenced to 10 years, Old Bailey, 1843.

Single; Labourer; Height: 173 cm.





Dark complexion, dark brown hair, large nose and mouth, large chin, clean shaven, oval face. A Jew. Scar under right eye. Samuel Barnett was transported for ‘stealing from the person’. The offence was stated as ‘picking a lady's pocket of two shillings and six pence, one penny and several half pence’. Barnett had been imprisoned for one month previously for picking pockets. Gaol report: ‘Bad character and sullen’.

Samuel Barnett arrived in Van Diemen's Land on 4 February 1844, and was consigned to an initial period of eighteen months hard labour at the Fingal Depot. He was released from this initial period of probation on 4 August 1845. On 8 December 1845, at Cleveland, he was sentenced to one month hard labour for selling his victuals without permission. On 27 July 1846, as a prisoner in Launceston, he was sentenced to six weeks with hard labour and the treadwheel for having been found gambling on the Sabbath day. He was still in Launceston on 8 August 1847, when he was sentenced to two months imprisonment with hard labour for being drunk. On 24 April 1848 he was found guilty of misconduct for having slept out from the prisoners' depot. He was punished by being sent to Oatlands in the ‘Interior’ and sentenced to two months hard labour. Barnett was issued with his ticket of leave on 24 September 1849, and his conditional pardon on 12 August 1851.

CON 33/50, no. 14732.



BARNETT, Samuel

1801–1864

City of Edinburgh, 1838; Free.

Clerk.





Described as an ‘emigrant’, Samuel Barnett was indicted in April 1842 for having obtained money under false pretences and was sentenced to six months at the Newcastle Gaol. The sum of money obtained was £3 1s.

Australian, 13 December 1838.



BARNETT, Sarah

Palambam, 1832; Free.

Married; 4 children.





Sarah arrived in Sydney with her husband, John Barnett (q.v.), and their two children, Mary Jane, aged six, and Robert Freeman, aged seven. On 2 December 1833, John and Sarah had a son, Lewis. On 10 October 1836, a daughter, Jane, was born and both children were registered with the Jewish community.



BARNETT, Solomon

John Craig, 1834; Free.

Single; Dealer.





Solomon Barnett was a steerage passenger on the John Craig, which arrived at Port Jackson on 11 December 1834. Solomon Barnett married Esther.

Ship Indent 4/5207; Australian, 12 December 1834.



BARNETT, William

b. London.

Free.

Dealer.





W. Barnett, a dealer, of 66 George Street, Sydney, ‘opposite the Market’, advertised that he was ‘about to leave the colony’ and that all claims against him should be presented. On 31 January 1832, the Sydney Gazette recorded that he had spent £927 buying two houses and a public house. His name appeared in the November 1842 list of eligible voters for the municipal elections, with a shop and dwelling house in George Street. He was unable to withstand the economic depression, and was listed as insolvent on 10 February 1843. He was listed on the York Street Synagogue subscription list in 1845 and gave the congregation £2.

4/4006; Sydney Gazette, 29 January 1824, 5 February 1824, 21 January 1828, 31 January 1832; Sydney Morning Herald, 15 September, 4 November 1842.



BARNETT, William

b. London, 1806–1841

Marquis of Hastings, 1826; Convict; Sentenced to life, Newgate, 1825.

Single; Height: 164 cm.





Hazel grey eyes, black hair.

William Barnett was assigned to Mr Dwight Richardson. The 1828 Census listed him as Jewish and working in Sydney with the ‘No. 5 Chain Gang’. Barnett died on 6 September 1841.

CO 207/2.



BARRETT, Abraham

b. London, 1823

Hindostan (3), 1841; Convict; Sentenced to 10 years, Central Criminal Court, 1840.

Single; Printer's pressman; Height: 150 cm.





Lived in the Strand, London. Could read and write. Rather dark complexion, dark brown hair, long face, ‘rather large nose’, and high forehead. Barrett was found guilty of stealing a lady's reticule containing two shillings, scissors and two handkerchiefs.

Barrett's initial period of probation was two years, which he spent imprisoned at Point Puer. There, although his behaviour was ‘orderly’ and ‘good’, he spent seven days in solitary confinement for insolence and received ‘thirty-six stripes on the breach’ for disobedience. He was released from the first stage of probation on 27 May 1844 and moved to the Prisoners' Barracks in Hobart Town. On 12 May 1846 he received his ticket of leave. On 9 April 1847 he was found guilty of misconduct by gambling at the racecourse at New Town. On 3 August 1848, in Launceston, he was found to be out of doors after curfew and received seven days imprisonment and hard labour on the treadwheel. His ticket of leave was renewed on 14 September 1849 and he received his certificate of freedom on 21 June 1850.

CON 33/4.



BARUCH, Daniel (BARUH)

1790–1875

Royal Sovereign, 1849; Free.

Single; Physician; 3 children.





Daniel Baruch was Australia's first Jewish doctor. He arrived in the province of South Australia in 1849, and had little connection with the Jewish community.

Baruch married Eleanor Reid (1823–1892), and they had three children: Daniel (1850), Louis Albert (1856), and Laura (1861).



BARUH, Uziel

1739–1790

Neptune, 1790; Convict; Sentenced to 14 years, Old Bailey, 1785.

Dealer, butcher.





Baruh's kosher butcher's shop was in Duke Street, Duke's Place, near the main Ashkenazi Synagogue in Aldgate. He married Jeudit (Judith) de Moshe Baruh at Bevis Marks (Sephardi Synagogue) on 21 September 1763. In 1785 he was convicted for receiving a large number of silver objects, knowing them to have been stolen by William Harding. The silver was hidden in the wood panelling of the main parlour. Baruh was apparently well known by the police as a receiver of stolen goods. He employed two Jewish servants, Jacob Aaron and Abraham Nathan. It was Nathan who denounced Baruh to the police. Baruh was defended by two lawyers and denied everything. Abraham Fernandez of the Sephardi ‘Hebrew College’ was called as a character witness. It was claimed by Baruh's barrister that Nathan had tried to extort money from Mrs Baruh, saying to her that he would not give evidence if she gave him money. The lawyer (Mr Silvester) asked: ‘Why Nathan, you did not see the bag brought in? Where were you? In the synagogue?’ Silvester referred to Nathan as ‘that little jew boy’. On 6 April 1785 Baruh was sentenced to fourteen years transportation to Africa, and sent to the Thames Hulk Justitia. His age at the time was forty-eight.

Baruh was buried in Sydney on 13 July 1790—within two weeks of the arrival of the starving, disease-ridden convicts on the Second Fleet. The burial records of St Philip's misspelt his name as ‘Huser Brewe alias Bereugh’.

OBSP, 1784–85, case 500, pp. 660–5; Michael Flynn, The Second Fleet, p. 152.



BELASCO, John

b. 1770

Pitt, 1792; Convict; Sentenced to 7 years, Old Bailey, 1791.

Single; Butcher's assistant.





John Belasco stole a bundle of ‘scotch thread’ from a cart in Cheapside and was caught running away with it. Belasco worked for a butcher. Moses Mendoza appeared in court as a character witness: ‘I live in Bevis Marks near the Portugeze (sic) Synagogue; I have known him from his infancy. I really think him to be a very honest young fellow’. He was sentenced at the Old Bailey Sessions on 13 April 1791.

There is only one official mention of Belasco being in Sydney, which is a reference in the Mutch Index.

OBSP, 1790–91, case 161, p. 271; Mutch Index.



BELASCO, Samuel

b. London, 1806–1875

Layton (1), 1827; Convict; Sentenced to life, Surrey, 1825.

Single; Hawker: Height: 160 cm.





Brown hair, blue eyes. A pickpocket who stole a pocket book, several sovereigns and a silver pencil case. He was arrested at the Epsom Racecourse in May 1825. According to the ship's list of convicts, he was the brother of ‘the famous pugilist Abraham Belasco who lived in Denmark Court, the Strand’. Samuel Belasco had been in gaol before for picking pockets at Epsom. His character in gaol was reported as ‘bad’. He was sentenced on 12 July 1825 for stealing a pocket book containing £3.

‘Aby’ Belasco was charged with assault and testified that he had seen his brother shamefully beaten and kicked by the officers and by Mr Lee (whose pocket had been picked) … [Aby] merely stepped forward to enquire what he had done in order to prevent him being ill-treated. When he was told he had done wrong he immediately desisted from further interference. It was not likely that he should try to rescue a brother whom he had once caused to be taken before the Thames police magistrates and committed for three months to the House of Correction …

Belasco arrived in Hobart Town on 9 October 1827, ‘with nineteen shillings and three pence, one gold ring and a breast pin’. He was assigned to Mr E. Lawrence in Launceston. He received fifty lashes in January 1829 for robbing his master's garden, forty lashes in March for fighting, and twelve months in irons for stealing some canvas in April. He was sent to work at the lime quarry near George Town.

On 7 February 1833 he was officially classified as an invalid. In April he was convicted for stealing fifty apples and he received two separate sentences of eight days in solitary confinement for assault and for being absent without leave. He was discharged from the New Norfolk Hospital on 15 March 1836 for stealing bedding. On 1 September 1836 he was placed in the cells for three days for being absent without leave from the hospital. He received a ticket of leave in April 1837 and an official warning for hawking articles ‘under suspicious circumstances’.
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