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Introduction


“In America, you have a right to be stupid, if you want to be. And you have a right to be disconnected to somebody else if you want to be. And we tolerate that—we somehow make it through that.”

—John Kerry, in his first trip overseas as secretary of state, 2013

“The American people have grown stupid, we’ve grown uninterested, we’ve gotten busy, we’re distracted, we’re lazy, and we’re easily manipulated. Again, I can sit with you and have a beer and I can tell you about how idiotic most of our politicians are. That’s boring to me. It’s on us. Jefferson said something to the effect of, when a people becomes uninformed or uneducated—stupid—they’re going to lose their republic, they’re going to lose this democracy. And folks, I’m here to tell ya with a big old smile, we’re there. We’re losing.”

—Joe Walsh (IL) at a town hall meeting in 2013



In the words of Bob Dole, “If you’re hanging around with nothing to do and the zoo is closed, come over to the Senate. You’ll get the same kind of feeling and you won’t have to pay.” Since the dawn of politics, leaders and leader wannabes have opened their mouths, letting the stupid loose from their brains. We’ve watched the people running our countries closely for centuries, and we’ve heard just about everything, ranging from gaffes, rude remarks, and boorishness, to nastiness and malicious targeting.

While the Greeks and Romans had formal government in their day, it wasn’t until after the American and French Revolutions that we could vote our stupid leaders back in office, rather than just have them be born into a stupid, royal family. And since we have the freedom of speech to criticize them, as well as the right to vote for them, I wrote this book.

When I sat down for my interview in Playboy magazine back in 1999, I called out a lot of bullshit. From religion, to inept leaders, to fat people—I was honest. And I got a lot of shit for it. And even though people called me stupid, today I still stand by a lot of what I said.

With this book, I want to take the time to hold a mirror up to a lot of ugly I see coming from the people whose fingers are on the big red button. Because despite the freedoms we still have, the system is broken. During the last midterm elections, 94 percent of Congress got reelected even though they have something like a 10 percent approval rating. Whether this disconnect is because a lot of people are too lazy or apathetic to vote; or because many people who would otherwise vote are too disillusioned with a system that puts the interests of rich corporations, their owners, and their lobbyists ahead of the people’s best interest; or a combination of both, everyone—Democrat and Republican—seems to be in agreement that this country is halfway to hell.

And maybe because of all that, there seems to be an uptick of stupid. While, again, it’s existed for centuries, stupid seems to be everywhere these days. Some believe it’s because the human race is getting stupider and stupider with every passing year. Me? Apart from the paragraph above, I’d like to thank television, the Internet, social media, and the 24-hour news cycle for bringing more stupid to the public consciousness more efficiently than ever before. Thus, while I have a “historic chapter” on quotes that are from around 1990 and before, the giant bulk of these quotes will be from after 2000, and a big chunk of those from after 2010.

But first: How do I define politician? Everyone knows what the word means, but sometimes there can be a fine line between politician, government employee, and pundit. A politician, to me, is an individual who holds or has held an elected or high-up appointed position in local, state, or federal government, or is running for or has run for one. So while Jerry Falwell—the evangelist who started Liberty University, founded the Moral Majority and is a conservative idol—said a lot of dumb, political stuff (anyone else think the purple Teletubby was gay?), since he never ran for office, he’s not a politician. However, Christine O’Donnell, who appeared as a pundit on Politically Incorrect, is a politician in my book, since she ran for Congress in Delaware. So what she says or said is fair game. What Falwell said would go in a book called Sh*t Pundits Say, if anyone wanted to write one.

What about heads of special-interest groups? Unless they held office or ran for office, they go in the pundits drawer, too. So Tony Perkins, head of the Family Research Council (FRC) (a special special-interest organization that the Southern Poverty Law Center has labeled a hate group), I would consider a pundit if he were only ever head of the FRC. He served two terms as a Congressman in Louisiana and ran for state senator, so you’ll find him among the politicians.

I must, at this time, offer an explanation to Republicans as to why most of the stupid has an R attached to the person dishing it out. When I looked for liberal stupid (and I found plenty), most of the quotes came from entertainers, not politicians. Also, a lot of the stupid had to do with Republican platforms, such as anti-LGBT statements and science denial. Which, sorry (not sorry), are stupid. And Bush and Palin, who get whole chapters, are walking stupid-machines.

Many of the “stupid quotes” in this book are said about sensitive subjects, such as abortion. As I’ve said, I’m not a supporter of abortions, but I don’t think they should be illegal. I’ve included quotes that are biologically inaccurate (the senator that proposed we stick a camera down women’s stomachs if they’re considering abortion; FYI, Senator, the reproductive and the GI tracts don’t connect), as well as completely insensitive remarks that lacked empathy for people in bad situations (for anyone who thinks women who are raped should “make the best of a bad situation,” like Rick Santorum, I invite you to volunteer at a rape crisis call center for one day, or to imagine if someone you know was raped), and just the plain bizarre (fetuses masturbating in the womb? Really?). For issues such as the Affordable Care Act (ACA), I included quotes that were hyperbole or that showed conspiracies that didn’t come true (Sarah Palin death panels, anyone?).

Anyway, I didn’t organize this book chronologically. Instead, I attempted to categorize stupid, issue by issue. So we have stupid shit about global warming, health care, same-sex marriage, civil rights, and women. You’ll also be entertained by stupid shit Democrats have said about taxing and spending, and stupid shit Republicans have said about the economy and women’s rights.

But … some of the categories bleed into each other. Some stupid shit that was said about health care could also apply to civil rights, or women, or even the environment or the economy. So browse through and you’re sure to find some favorites. And on another note, while this book is supposed to be humorous, a lot of the shit politicians say in here is not funny. At all. Several statements target women, minorities, and even bring up (meant to be an unfunny joke or not) policies that affect different groups of people, even denying them civil rights and liberties. I wish these were all in the historical chapter, but sadly, as I’ve said before, the world today is a pretty screwed-up place.

So without further ado, here are some of the stupidest, rudest, meanest quotes that have come out of the mouths of politicians in our time. Well, mostly in our time. First up, we have some truth denial: the first chapters of this book are dedicated to turning the pot shots on my faves, and the last chapter serves up “Sh*t I’ve Said.” Hell, no one is above reproach.


Chapter 1

Sh*t Founding Fathers Said

The Founders and early American leaders didn’t say a lot of stupid shit. They built this country and shaped our political system. So this is a short chapter. No shit, they were smart, well-educated guys, unlike a lot of the morons we have running the game now. However, as I said in the introduction, these quotes were said in the days of yore when gaffes weren’t well publicized and political leaders were so respected, that anything dumb they did say, or any misstatements, were probably hushed up. In fact, the bulk of these quotes came from their private records and were not aired out in public (we’ve come a long way from this to the shit-flinging contest that some recent debates have become, just saying). But one thing the Founders loved to do was insult each other. So here we go, some of the best Founding Fathers’ insults:

John Adams was a pro at insults, and often cranky. A lethal combination. Here are his greatest:

On Thomas Paine’s Common Sense:

“What a poor, ignorant, malicious, short-sighted, crapulous mass.”

On George Washington:

“That Washington is not a scholar is certain. That he is too illiterate, unlearned, unread for his station is equally beyond dispute.”

On the City of Philadelphia:

“Phyladelphia [sic], with all its trade and wealth and regularity, is not Boston. The morals of our people are much better; their manners are more polite and agreeable … Our language is better, our taste is better, our persons are handsomer; our spirit is greater, our laws are wiser, our religion is superior, our education is better. We exceed them in every thing, but in a market.”

On Thomas Jefferson:

“His soul is poisoned with ambition.”



“An apostle of anarchy, a demagogue, a trickster.”

On Benjamin Franklin:

“His whole life has been one continued insult to good manners and to decency.”

On Alexander Hamilton:

“That bastard brat of a Scottish peddler! His ambition, his restlessness and all his grandiose schemes come, I’m convinced, from a superabundance of secretions, which he couldn’t find enough whores to absorb!”



“A superabundance of secretions which he could not find whores enough to draw off.”

Some of America’s other founders were almost as cranky as John Adams….

Thomas Jefferson, on Alexander Hamilton:

“I will not suffer my retirement to be clouded by the slanders of a man whose history, from the moment at which history can stoop to notice him, is a tissue of machinations against the liberty of the country, which has not only received and given him bread, but heaped its honor on his head.”

Alexander Hamilton, on Thomas Jefferson:

“He is not scrupulous about the means of success, nor very mindful of the truth, and … he is a contemptible hypocrite.”

Benjamin Franklin, on John Adams:

“He means well for his country, is always an honest man, often a wise one, but sometimes, and in some things, absolutely out of his senses.”

On inaugurations:

Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story, on Andrew Jackson’s inauguration guests: “I never saw such a mixture. The reign of King Mob seemed triumphant.”



Congressman David Crockett (TN) on Martin Van Buren: “It is said that at a year old he could laugh on one side of his face and cry on the other, at one and the same time.”


Chapter 2

Sh*t JFK Said

Here’s a guy I love. Here’s shit John F. Kennedy said; only a few quotes here I would say are stupid, most of them are more witty or clever, but it’s all Kennedy (I’ve also included some quotes from his brothers that weren’t included elsewhere. Basically, if what they said had to do with JFK or the Kennedy Dynasty, it goes here. If not, you can find it elsewhere):

On being a Kennedy:

Campaigning, during the 1958 Gridiron Dinner, JFK said: “I just received the following wire from my generous Daddy: ‘Dear Jack, Don’t buy a single vote more than is necessary. I’ll be damned if I’m going to pay for a landslide.’”



John F. Kennedy, September 19, 1960, in an interview with Walter Cronkite:

CRONKITE: Was it a conscious feeling on your part of taking Joe’s place?

SENATOR KENNEDY: No, but I … I never would have run for office if he had lived.



In a posthumous interview, airing on 60 Minutes on September 11, 2009, Ted Kennedy revealed the pressures of living up to his family name: “I had a sit-down with my dad. He said, ‘Now, Teddy, you have to make up your mind whether you want to have a constructive and positive attitude and influence on your time. And if you’re not interested in a purposeful, useful, constructive life, I just want you to know I have other children that are out there that intend to have a purposeful and constructive life.’”



In October 1960, responding to critics who questioned the amount of experience he had to be president, John F. Kennedy remarked: “On this matter of experience, I had announced earlier this year that if successful I would not consider campaign contributions as a substitute for experience in appointing ambassadors. Ever since I made that statement I have not received one single cent from my father.”



In 1960, JFK told Time magazine journalist Hugh Sidey: “I have no firsthand knowledge of the Depression. My family had one of the great fortunes of the world and it was worth more than ever then. We had bigger houses, more servants, we traveled more. About the only thing that I saw directly was when my father hired some extra gardeners just to give them a job so they could eat. I really did not learn about the Depression until I read about it at Harvard. My experience was the war. I can tell you about that.”

On winning:

When JFK campaigned in Alaska and lost, but won Hawaii by a wide margin without visiting it, he said during his victory speech in 1960, Chicago (where he won the election by a small margin): “Just think what my margin might have been if I had never left home at all.”



During the presidential campaign in 1960, JFK said: “Do you realize the responsibility I carry? I’m the only person standing between Richard Nixon and the White House.”



Three years after winning by a margin of 0.2 percent, JFK told his audience at the AFL-CIO conference on November 16, 1963: “Three years ago, and one week, by a landslide, the people of the United States elected me to the presidency of this country.”

On second place:

In 1960, after being told he could get nominated as vice president easily, Kennedy retorted: “Let’s not talk so much about vice. I’m against vice in any form.”

On opponents:

JFK often said: “Forgive your enemies, but never forget their names.” (This may have been a favorite Kennedy family quote, as brother Bobby also has been quoted as saying it.)

On knowledge:

“You know nothing for sure … except the fact that you know nothing for sure.” (widely attributed to JFK, although no one’s quite sure when he first said it)

On being a war hero:

During a West Coast campaign trip in 1960, when a young boy asked JFK how he became a war hero, he replied: “It was absolutely involuntary. They sank my boat.”



President John Kennedy, from a speech at the University of North Carolina, August 12, 1961: “Those of you who regard my profession of political life with some disdain should remember that it made it possible for me to move from being an obscure lieutenant in the United States Navy to commander-in-chief in fourteen years with very little technical experience.”

On being married to Jackie:

At a news conference at Palais de Chaillot in Paris, France, June 2, 1961, Kennedy started off his speech with: “I do not think it entirely inappropriate to introduce myself to this audience. I am the man who accompanied Jacqueline Kennedy to Paris, and I have enjoyed it.”

On brothers:

In response to mounting criticism of appointing his brother Robert attorney general, JFK said: “I see nothing wrong with giving Robert some legal experience as Attorney General before he goes out to practice law.” (from Robert Kennedy’s obituary in the New York Times, June 6, 1968)



At a rally in Fort Wayne, Indiana, May 18, 1968, alluding to his brother’s success, Robert Kennedy told the crowd: “It’ll be less expensive just to send us to the White House. We’ll arrange it so all 10 kids won’t be there at once, and we won’t need to expand the place. I’ll send some of them away to school—and I’ll make one of them Attorney General.”

On cities:

President Kennedy, speaking at the Ohio Dinner in 1962, said: “There is no city in the United States in which I get a warmer welcome and less votes than Columbus, Ohio.”

On standing your ground:

During his remarks on founding a West German Peace Corps, June 24, 1963: “Dante once said that the hottest places in hell are reserved for those who in a period of moral crisis maintain their neutrality.” (And people still believe Dante actually said this!)

President Kennedy, on bipartisanship:

When motivating Democrats in Virginia to get out and vote at a speech at George Washington High School, August 24, 1960: “I know that there are some Americans and some Democrats who say that they have now developed a wonderful arrangement in Washington. The Congress is Democratic and the President is Republican and nothing happens and isn’t it wonderful…. I don’t want legislation so cooled off that after it passes the House and the Senate that it is vetoed by a Republican President and sent back to die.”

On the Soviets:

In response to the Soviet Union signing a peace treaty with East Germany to weaken US foreign policy, during a news conference in the State Department room, June 28, 1961: “Khrushchev reminds me of the tiger hunter who has picked a place on the wall to hang the tiger’s skin long before he has caught the tiger. This tiger has other ideas.”



Responding to Nixon’s “Kitchen Debate” in Moscow, in 1960 John Kennedy quipped: “Mr. Nixon may be very experienced in kitchen debates. So are a great many other married men I know.”

On time:

Kennedy, addressing the National Association of Manufacturers on December 6, 1961: “We must use time as a tool, not as a crutch.”

On J. Edgar Hoover:

President John Kennedy on his reluctance to replace J. Edgar Hoover as FBI director, is rumored to have said: “You don’t fire God.”

On aliens:

At a speech in 1959, JFK alluded to the nuclear arms race and the space race: “I am sorry to say that there is too much point to the wisecrack that life is extinct on other planets because their scientists were more advanced than ours.”

On the presidency:

To students interning in Washington DC, President Kennedy said: “Sometimes I wish I just had a summer job here.”



Kennedy first passed this aphorism on to his press secretary, Pierre Salinger: “Politics is like football; if you see daylight, go through the hole.”



When asked to comment on how the press was covering his administration, in July 1962, JFK replied: “Well, I’m reading more and enjoying it less.”



At a speech in Indiana: “I understand that this town suffered a misfortune this morning when a bank was robbed. I hope the Indianapolis Star doesn’t say, ‘Democrats arrive and bank robbed.’ If they do, please don’t believe them.”



A quote widely attributed to President Kennedy: “Mothers all want their sons to grow up to be president, but they don’t want them to become politicians in the process.”



Kennedy in 1961: “The day before my inauguration President Eisenhower told me, ‘You’ll find that no easy problems ever come to the President of the United States. If they are easy to solve, somebody else has solved them.’ I found that hard to believe, but now I know it is true.”



On being president, Kennedy often said: “The pay is good and I can walk to work.”

On problem solving:

After handling the Bay of Pigs crisis in 1963, JFK said: “Look at that, I have a total fiasco and my poll ratings go up. What am I going to do to get them up further?”

On women in politics:

Speaking to a United Nations delegation of women, December 11, 1961, JFK said: “I’m always rather nervous about how you talk about women who are active in politics, whether they want to be talked about as women or as politicians.”

On education:

Receiving an honorary degree from Yale University, speaking at their commencement, on June 11, 1962, JFK remarked: “It might be said now that I have the best of both worlds. A Harvard education and a Yale degree.”

What JFK might say about quotes in the rest of this book:

President John Kennedy, at that same Yale University commencement in 1962: “The great enemy of the truth is very often not the lie—deliberate, contrived, and dishonest—but the myth—persistent, persuasive, and unrealistic.”

On Republicans:

A reporter asked JFK on July 17, 1963: “The Republican National Committee recently adopted a resolution saying you were pretty much of a failure. How do you feel about that?” He replied: “I assume it passed unanimously.”



After Democrats won gubernatorial races in New York and New Jersey during his first year of office, JFK commented in November 1961: “They won because they were effective candidates. But they ran as Democrats. And I believe that it indicates that the American people believe that the candidates and parties in those areas, as well as nationally, are committed to progress. So I am happy, and I suppose some day we will lose and then I’ll have to eat those words.”

On music:

When asked what his favorite song was, JFK often answered: “I think Hail to the Chief has a nice ring to it.”

If only:

President John Kennedy in February 1961: “It has recently been suggested that whether I serve one or two terms in the presidency, I will find myself at the end of that period at what might be called the awkward age, too old to begin a new career and too young to write my memoirs.”

On assassinations:

In his book With Kennedy, JFK’s press secretary Pierre Salinger quoted the president as saying: “If anyone is crazy enough to want to kill a president of the United States, he can do it. All he must be prepared to do is give his life for the president’s.”


Chapter 3

Sh*t Democrats Say

Here, you’ll find the Biden-isms, the Obama-isms, and the stupid, smug stuff said that is from the jackass side of the aisle.

Creating more gridlock:

Representative Harry Reid (D-NV), arguing to raise the number of votes needed from 51 percent (strict majority rule) to 60 percent, December 8, 2006: “As majority leader, I intend to run the Senate with respect for the rules and for the minority rights the rules protect. The Senate was not established to be efficient. Sometimes the rules get in the way of efficiency.”

Hi there:

Barack Obama, campaigning in Sunrise, Florida, 2008: “How’s it going, Sunshine?”

True story:

Alben Barkley, VP of the United States, 1949 to 1953, once said: “The best audience is intelligent, well educated, and a little drunk.”

On drugs:

Bill Clinton, at a candidates’ forum on WCBS, while running for president, March 29, 1992: “When I was in England, I experimented with marijuana a time or two, and I didn’t like it. I didn’t inhale it, and never tried it again.”

Guessing people’s sexuality:

Brian Schweitzer (governor of Montana), on Eric Cantor, June 18, 2014: “If you were just a regular person, you turned on the TV, and you saw Eric Cantor talking, I would say—and I’m fine with gay people, that’s all right. But my gaydar is 60 to 70 percent.” (He later apologized.)

On tourism:

Harry Reid, December 2, 2008, as part of the official dedication to the Capitol Visitor Center: “My staff tells me not to say this, but I’m going to say it anyway, in the summer because of the heat and high humidity, you could literally smell the tourists coming into the Capitol. It may be descriptive but it’s true.”

On (not) campaigning:

Bill Clinton, via the Asheville Citizen-Times (Asheville, North Carolina), October 12, 2014: “The great thing about not being president anymore is you can say whatever you want. Unless your wife might run for something.”

Seeing the dead:

After the 1989 San Francisco earthquake, Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), said in response: “Those who survived the San Francisco earthquake said, ‘Thank God, I’m still alive.’ But, of course, those who died, their lives will never be the same again.”

And even Obama sees dead people:

In a Memorial Day address in 2008 in Las Cruces, New Mexico, Barack Obama said: “Fallen heroes—and I see many of them in the audience here today.”

Nice comeback:

Barack Obama, at the 2008 Al Smith Dinner: “Who is Barack Obama? Contrary to the rumors you have heard, I was not born in a manger. I was actually born on Krypton and sent here by my father Jor-El to save the Planet Earth.”

The wrath of the nerds:

President Obama, mixing up Star Wars and Star Trek references while discussing working with Republicans in Congress, March 1, 2013: “Even though most people agree … I’m presenting a fair deal, the fact that they don’t take it means that I should somehow do a Jedi mind-meld with these folks and convince them to do what’s right.”
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