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    INTRODUCTION




  Growing up in Austin, I’m not sure I fully realized what an incredible gem this city is. It was simply the place where I went to school, participated in the swim team, played kickball in the cul-de-sac with my friends, and occasionally caught a play or movie with my parents.




  I don’t think it was until I moved out of state for a few years after graduating from the University of Texas at Austin that I fully realized how special it is. Shivering through a Pennsylvania winter, I found myself craving all of the things I used to take for granted: running along the Lady Bird Lake Hike and Bike Trail, going for $1 margaritas on Thursday at El Arroyo, and grabbing sno-cones at Sno Beach in the 100 degree summer heat.




  Austin is special to me for a lot of reasons. It’s my hometown, the place that shaped me—with the help of my parents—into the person I am today. It’s the place where I met and fell in love with my boyfriend, who turned into my husband, who turned into my baby daddy. And it’s the place that I have absolutely loved getting to know in an entirely new way with my 3-year-old daughter. But if we really want to get down to it, one of the main reasons Austin is so special to me is because it’s a darn fine place to get a great deal. Told you I was a frugalista at heart.




  Part of the reason you can find such great bargains in Austin is because it’s a college town, and as we all know, college kids aren’t exactly known for having swollen bank accounts. So restaurants, shops, bars, and attractions go out of their way to offer discounts that will attract the more than 50,000 students who call Austin their (at least temporary) home. If you want a fine example of this, just venture out to 6th Street on any Saturday night. You’ll find bars with no cover, $1 shots, free music, and even free food, all just to get you in the door.




  But getting a great deal in Austin isn’t just about putting on a shiny shirt and flashing a college ID. No matter who you are, if you’re smart about it you can save hundreds of dollars a year simply by being in the right place at the right time—on purpose. That’s where this book comes in. I’ve done the digging in Austin, my hometown, so you don’t have to.




  In the mood to check out Austin’s thriving live music scene but don’t want to pay a cover charge? The Cheap Bastard tells you where to go. Want to see a touring Broadway show? The Cheap Bastard can get you in for free. Need to clear your mind with a yoga class? Don’t pay a class fee! The Cheap Bastard has your free admission. From free food to major discounts on popular attractions, the Cheap Bastard will get you in for less. And it’s all perfectly legal.




  This book includes a variety of listings intended to direct you to the best deals. Some are free listings, meaning the event, activity, or place is free. Some are free all the time, while others are free but have restrictions. Whenever a place is only free part of the time or requires something additional from you to receive free admission, the entry will include a line that says The Catch.




  The other type of listing included in this book is cheap deals, meaning that you have to pay for them but they are still a great price. Some are always discounted, while others offer deals on particular days and times.




  This book is intended for both locals and visitors interested in getting the most for their money, from foreign businessmen and women in town for work, to young professionals, to families raising little ones here. There’s no reason you shouldn’t get your money’s worth each and every time you go out.




  Everything in this guide is accurate as of press time, but as things frequently change, you may want to call ahead or go online to check before you go.
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MUSIC:


    READY TO ROCK





    “Those who danced were thought to be quite insane by those who could not hear the music.”




    —ANGELA MONET


  




  If there’s one thing Austin is known for, it’s live music. And if you assume the “live music capital of the world” moniker won’t hold true during a visit there, you’re wrong. Music seems to radiate from the trees in the this city, from street musicians who strum their worn guitars on the side of the road hoping for a buck to major acts who make their way to venues such as the Erwin Center. And it’s not just one type of music. The mix here ranges from traditional country to emo to experimental. So open up your ears and get ready for a listen, because you’re in for a treat.




  
FREE MUSIC THROUGHOUT THE YEAR





  If you’re seeking free live music, here are some places to find it.





  Continental Club




  1315 S. Congress Ave.


  (512) 441-2444


  www.continentalclub.com




  The Continental Club is known for helping Austin put its live music scene on the map. Following its creation in 1957 and its early roots as a burlesque joint, the Continental Club has been the place to go to see your favorite artist, featuring everyone from Kinky Friedman to Leroy Parnell to Charlie and Will Sexton. Bigger weekend shows often require a cover, but if you go on a night such as Monday or early in the day on a weekend you’re not likely to pay one. Cover charges are always listed on the website; check it for details.





  First Thursday




  S. Congress Avenue, from Barton Springs Road to Elizabeth Street


  www.firstthursday.info




  Created as a way to showcase area merchants, First Thursday—held on the first Thursday of every month—has evolved into a big block party complete with delicious food, free booze, discounted merchandise, and, of course, live music throughout the event. Most of the stores stay open late—until around 10 p.m.—on First Thursday, and the event is all ages. It’s definitely a must-do Austin experience.




  Flipnotics Coffeespace




  1601 Barton Springs Rd.


  (512) 480-8646


  www.flipnotics.com




  In addition to being a coffee shop and open mic location for eager artists ready to show off their stuff, Flipnotics also has an important dedication to live music, offering tunes from local artists nearly every day of the week. And on many nights, there’s no cover. Grab a cup of joe and stake out a spot near the stage. You won’t regret it.




  Ginny’s Little Longhorn Saloon




  5424 Burnet Rd.


  (512) 458-1813


  www.ginnyslittlelonghorn.com




  Here’s another one you can file under “only in Austin.” Most of the week, Ginny’s Little Longhorn is a fantastic little dive bar featuring cheap drinks and a wonderful crowd of regulars. But on Sunday around 3 p.m., it turns into a hub for a special bingo event, in which a chicken is placed on a giant board and participants bet on which number he will select to relieve himself. Yes, it really is an only-in-Austin experience. But the best part is that every Sunday also features free live music from great acts such as Dale Watson. No cover; cash only for drinks and betting.




  Hartman Foundation Concerts in the Park




  Hartman Concert Park at the Long Center, 701 W. Riverside Dr.


  (512) 474-5664


  www.austinsymphony.org




  The Austin Symphony is a local gem, and if you can catch a show with them—no matter what time of year—you should. But if you’re available in the summer, the symphony hosts wonderful free Hartman Foundation Concerts in the Park at 7:30 p.m. on Sun from June to Aug in front of the Long Center City Terrace. These fantastic concerts, a gift from the Hartman Family Foundation, each feature a different ensemble, such as a strings, brass, or woodwinds. Just bring a blanket and a picnic dinner and you’ll be good to go.




  

    

      Live Music Capital of the World: Face the Facts




      

        	On any given night, live music plays at any of the nearly 200 venues throughout the city.




        	Austin is also home to 1,900 recording artists including such famed performers as the Dixie Chicks, Willie Nelson, Asleep at the Wheel, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Spoon, Ghostland Observatory, Okkervil River, and more.




        	6th Street, South Congress Avenue, the Warehouse, 2nd Street, and Red River entertainment districts are among the “hot spots” for listening to live music, dining, and taking in the nightlife scene.




        	Live music contributes to tourism’s annual economic impact of $2.8 billion.




        	Music supports more than 5,500 jobs in Austin.


      


    


  




  Live from the Plaza




  301 W. 2nd St. at Austin City Hall


  (512) 974-2220


  www.ci.austin.tx.us/music/live.htm




  It wouldn’t be Austin without City Hall getting in on the live music action, which it does some Fridays throughout the year when it offers free concerts on the main plaza. Performers have included Matt the Electrician, Erin Ivey, and Courtney Sanchez with SWAY. Concerts are held from noon to 1 p.m. Parking is free in the City Hall garage between 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on concert days; have your ticket validated at the plaza’s information booth. While you’re there, take a tour of the People’s Gallery art exhibit right inside. Check website for details.




  Lucky Lounge




  209 W. 5th St.


  (512) 479-7700


  www.theluckylounge.com




  This smallish bar is best known for its cheap drink specials and perfect location among a string of bars in Austin’s downtown Warehouse District that lend themselves to club hopping. But another great thing about Lucky Lounge is that it frequently hosts live music, often without charging a cover. Just show up and get ready to hear something great. Check the website for the schedule. Oh, and if you get a chance to see the Handsomes play there, don’t miss it.




  Mozart’s Coffee Roasters




  3826 Lake Austin Blvd.


  (512) 477-2900


  www.mozartscoffee.com




  Love this place for its bottomless cups of coffee. Love this place for its scrumptious desserts. Love this place for its sprawling patio that overlooks the lake. And also love this place for its attention to free live music, which you can experience on the outdoor deck every Thurs through Sat. Mozart’s also offers free wireless Internet access.




  93.3 KGSR Blues on the Green




  Zilker Park, 2100 Barton Springs Rd.


  www.kgsr.com/other/blues




  Perhaps no radio station in Austin is more dedicated to sharing and spreading local music than KGSR, which has been an important part of the city’s music scene for years. One example of that dedication is Blues on the Green, an annual summer event held from June to August on Wednesday nights. This free music event starts at 7:30 p.m.; you’re welcome to bring blankets, chairs, dogs, and children. Food and non-alcoholic beverages are also available for purchase. Past performers have included the Texas Tornados, Alejandro Escovedo, the Bodeans, and Charlie Mars. All concerts take place at Zilker Park.




  Shady Grove




  1624 Barton Springs Rd.


  (512) 474-9991


  www.theshadygrove.com




  For much of the year, this beloved restaurant offers Unplugged at the Grove, a live music event on Thursday featuring some of Austin’s best artists under a canopy of stars with wonderful acoustics. Presented by 93.3 KGSR, the artists have included musicians such as Sarah Jaffe, Ray Wylie Hubbard, Slaid Cleaves, and the Gourds. Shows start at 8 p.m. and are free. Drink specials, such as $3 draft Ziegenbock and $3.50 frozen Jack and Cokes, are available during this time. The series typically runs during warmer months, from April to September.




  

    

      Austin City Limits Music Festival




      Each fall, music lovers from around the globe descend on Austin for the annual Austin City Limits Festival, a 3-day event founded in 2002 that features some of the best acts alive. Past performers have included Willie Nelson, Van Morrison, the Shins, Norah Jones, Polyphonic Spree, Heartless Bastards, Bright Eyes, Gogol Bordello, Widespread Panic, Modest Mouse, the Dixie Chicks, John Prine, Franz Ferdinand, the Eagles, Pearl Jam, Two Tons of Steel, the Verve Pipe, and more. If you want to go, you can either sign up for a 3-day pass to gain access to all of the acts, or buy a 1-day pass. Three-day passes start as low as $50, which is comparable to what you’d pay to see just one of the headliners. On average, the festival features more than 130 acts on 8 stages that play to a daily total of more than 70,000 fans in Austin’s Zilker Park. For more information on the festival, visit www.aclfestival.com.


    


  




  Waterloo Records




  600A N. Lamar Blvd.


  (512) 474-2500


  www.waterloorecords.com




  With thousands and thousands of CDs and vinyl records from artists from around the world, Waterloo Records is an impressive place to enter any time. But on weekends, this shop’s dedication to live music is evident with frequent concerts by entertainers such as Marcia Ball, Los Lonely Boys, and more. Go to the website for details and to buy tickets.




  
BIG ACT, BIG DEAL





  Austin draws some major touring acts, but just because they’re hitting up big name venues doesn’t mean that you have to go broke trying to see them. Here’s how to get a steal at some of the biggest shows.




  ACL Live at the Moody Theater




  310 Willie Nelson Blvd.


  (512) 475-9077


  www.austincitylimits.org/interact/blog




  ACL Live at the Moody Theater opened in early 2011 to great fanfare—this 2,700-capacity live music venue is absolutely state of the art and draws 60 to 100 major acts, such as John Mellencamp, Janet Jackson, and Tony Bennett, a year. Tickets for these shows start around $40 and go as high as $150. But here’s how to get a great deal. The PBS show Austin City Limits also tapes at this venue, and PBS frequently announces ticket releases for these tapings that are absolutely free to the public. Just sign up and wait to hear via e-mail if you were selected to receive tickets via the lottery system.




  The Backyard




  13472 Bee Cave Pkwy.


  (512) 651-5033


  www.thebackyard.net




  Featuring a rolling green meadow and a huge, state-of-the-art stage, the Backyard is a wonderful place to catch a show. And the acts that roll through—such as Willie Nelson and Arcade Fire—aren’t bad, either. Tickets typically start around $25, but if you sign up online to become a “Backyard Buddy,” you can get special discounts, instant new concert notifications, and more. You can also sign up to be a volunteer with the Backyard and receive free concert tickets and other perks.




  Frank Erwin Center




  1701 Red River St.


  (512) 471-7744


  www.uterwincenter.com




  In addition to hosting high school graduations, Sesame Street Live, and regional basketball playoffs, the Frank Erwin Center draws the largest musical acts in the country, such as Lady Gaga, Tim McGraw, Kings of Leon, and Taylor Swift. Most of these tickets will start around $50, but decent discounts are available for children, seniors, college students, members of the military, groups of 20 or more, and coupon holders. Keep an eye out for advance pre-sales and fan club promotions. You can also check discount websites such as www.stubhub.com for potential promotions.




  Stubb’s BBQ




  801 Red River St.


  (512) 480-8341


  www.stubbsaustin.com




  This is one of my very favorite venues in Austin. It draws the best acts around—I’ve seen everyone from Bob Dylan to My Morning Jacket to the Bacon Brothers (as in Kevin Bacon and his band) at the outdoor amphitheater here. The great news is that most tickets, even for the most high-profile shows, will only cost you $20 or $25. But if you’re looking for an even better deal, check the online schedule for indoor shows, which are regularly $10 or less. You can frequently catch great on-the-verge artists here (I saw Our Lady Peace on the indoor stage just before they hit it big with their album Clumsy). Or go on Sunday, when a wonderful gospel show and a full, all-you-can-eat brunch (think garlic cheese grits, migas, spinach enchiladas, biscuits and gravy, and a Bloody Mary bar) will cost you less than $20 total.




  
SMALLER VENUES





  They may be smaller, but you can catch some great acts at these places.




  Antone’s




  213 W. 5th St.


  (512) 320-8424


  www.antones.net




  For a true look into Austin’s history and rock ’n’ roll soul, you must go to Antone’s, which has been hosting the greatest artists around since 1975. Legendary acts from ZZ Top to Eric Clapton to Dwight Yoakum have graced the stage here, and it’s a can’t-miss place to go if you’re even the slightest bit interested in Austin’s music scene. Expect everything from well-known touring acts to open blues jams to CD releases here. Some shows have no cover, while others are $5 to $10 and up, depending on the artist. Most events are all ages.




  

    

      Five Austin Artists to know




      Austin is a breeding ground for all sorts of musicians, but you might be surprised to know some of the bands and artists who have called it home. Here are five great artists with Austin ties that you should know.




      Stevie Ray Vaughan




      Stevie Ray Vaughan is legendary in Austin, and for good reason. This guitar master moved to town at age 17 to start his musical career; highlights included a double-platinum record (Texas Flood), 4 gram-mys (and 13 nominations total), and collaborations and friendships with numerous well-known musicians. Although he died in 1990, his spirit lives on in Austin, which has honored him with, among other tributes, a statue on Auditorium shores on Lady Bird Lake.




      Spoon




      This Indie rock band formed in Austin in the mid 1990s and hit it big in the early 2000s with albums Girls Can Tell and Kill the Moonlight, which featured the song “The Way We get By.” “The Way We get By” was popularized by its use on the TV show The O.C. Spoon songs have also been featured in Veronica Mars, Bones, Chuck, How I Met Your Mother, 17 Again, I Love You, Man, and (500) Days of Summer.




      Ghostland Observatory




      This Austin-based music duo released its first full-length album in 2005 and made its national TV debut on Late Night with Conan O’Brien in 2007. since then, the band has performed all over the world and played at major music festivals such as the Austin City Limits Music Festival and Voodoo Fest in New Orleans.




      Okkervil River




      Formed in Austin in 1998, Okkervil River got its name from a short story by author Tatyana Tolstaya. its album The Stage Names received positive reviews from critics and propelled Okkervil River to tour with acts such as the Decemberists, the National, and Lou Reed.




      . . . And you Will know Us by the Trail of dead




      This band would deserve a mention regardless of how good they were because of their awesome name, but, fortunately for you and me, they also put out solid alt-rock music and spectacular performances.


    


  




  Austin Music Hall




  208 Nueces St.


  (512) 495-9962


  www.austinmusichall.com




  Following a massive overhaul, the Austin Music Hall has reopened with 43,000 square feet of space ready to seat more than 4,400 visitors. The new space is indeed impressive, but what’s more impressive is the caliber of artists that this hall draws on a regular basis. Recent acts have included Interpol and the Deftones. Tickets start around $20, but lower prices may be found at discount websites such as www.stubhub.com.




  Donn’s Depot




  1600 W. 5th St.


  (512) 478-0336


  www.donnar.home.texas.net




  Randomly end up out on a Tuesday and not sure where you should go? Donn’s Depot is a good bet, because they offer live music every night of the week but Sunday, when the bar is closed. Located close but not too close to downtown, Donn’s is best known for being housed inside an old Missouri-Pacific train depot. It is also a great place to go out dancing with a group of friends, if you’re into that kind of thing. Cover here is low, and the drinks are cheap.




  Emo’s




  603 Red River St.


  (512) 505-8541


  www.emosaustin.com




  Emo’s is definitely another Austin gem, an all-ages venue featuring 2 stages; a couple of bars; and some great touring indie, rock, pop, and punk bands. Emo’s does frequently charge a cover, but makes sure to note that all of the money collected from the door goes directly to the band. Its location on the 6th Street corridor can be annoying (you have to joust for parking spaces at 10 p.m. on a Sat) but is mostly convenient, and the staff is accommodating. The fun facts—like the fact that Johnny Cash once played a set here—are another draw. Tickets can start as low as $5 and go up depending on the artist, with discounts offered on advanced purchases. You can also add Emo’s as a friend on Facebook for additional updates, contests, and more.




  La Zona Rosa




  612 W. 4th St.


  (512) 651-5033


  www.lazonarosa.com




  You never know what you’re going to find at La Zona Rosa. One day you can sway to some Stephen Marley; the next you can jam to some KT Tunstall; the next you can blast to the past with Echo & The Bunnymen. But one thing you can count on is that the shows are always going to be entertaining and high quality. In general, tickets here start around $20 (sometimes lower, depending on the act). It’s an all-ages venue; children under 5 do not need a ticket.




  Mean-Eyed Cat




  1621 W. 5th St.


  (512) 472-6326


  www.themeaneyedcat.com




  This place is just cool. But since I’m not sure I can do it justice, you need to go there to experience it yourself. The bar itself is dedicated to Johnny Cash, but it’s not super obvious about that. It’s also home to great drink specials and solid live bands that play throughout the week. Added bonus: an adjacent garage that offers free parking.




  Mohawk




  912 Red River St.


  (512) 482-8404


  www.mohawkaustin.com




  One of my all-time favorite concert experiences happened right here when I got to see local artist What Made Milwaukee Famous for the second time. The crowd was small, the tickets were cheap, and the cool breezes that passed through the open stage as they played were heavenly. That’s the kind of experience you’re likely to have if you see a show at Mohawk. Free shows are common here, and when there is a charge, the cover is rarely more than $10. Shows are held nearly every day; check the website for details.




  The Parish




  214 E. 6th St.


  (512) 473-8361


  www.theparishaustin.com




  A relative newcomer to the Austin concert scene, The Parish has made waves by bringing in big-name acts such as Perry Farrell, OK Go, Dierks Bentley, and Bowling For Soup to its 450-capacity venue. Because it remains small, concerts here are intimate and interesting—and ticket prices tend to be low if not free. Buy in advance for an additional discount.




  

    
THEATER:


    IN ON THE ACT





    “My favorite review described me as the cinematic equivalent of junk mail.”




    —STEVE BUSCEMI


  




  The Austin theater scene may not be thriving as much as neighbors Dallas and Houston—although it does get its fair share of major touring acts. But because there are a good number of smaller yet wonderfully maintained troupes and theaters, you can see quality productions for a much lower price.




  
ALWAYS FREE





  New Movement Theater




  1819 Rosewood Ave.


  (512) 788-2669


  www.newmovementtheater.com




  Comedy is the word of the day at this small theater, which prides itself on strong open mic nights, interesting performers, and shows that are accessible to everyone. What that means for you is that you can frequently catch a free show here. At the most, you may have to shell out $5. Not bad. Most shows are BYOB. Check the online schedule for details.




  Zilker Summer Musical




  Zilker Park, 2100 Barton Springs Rd.


  (512) 974-6700


  www.zilker.com




  This wonderful event has been running for more than 50 years, offering free quality musicals to the people of Austin every summer. Held at Zilker Park’s Beverly S. Sheffield Hillside Theatre, the Zilker Summer Musical has a reputation for wowing its audience with popular productions that have included Footloose, Annie, Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, West Side Story, South Pacific, and Oklahoma! Performances are held throughout the summer, Thurs through Sun around 8:30 p.m. You may put down a blanket starting at 6 p.m. Picnic blankets and coolers are welcome; no glass containers or pets.




  
MAJOR SHOWS, MAJOR DEALS





  Bass Concert Hall




  2350 E. Campus Dr.


  (512) 471-2787


  www.texasperformingarts.org




  The Texas Performing Arts group is dedicated to bringing in a variety of shows, from international musicians to Broadway productions, to the University of Texas at Austin campus for both students and the community at large. The best of these shows, including the Broadway productions, usually end up at Bass Concert Hall, which seats 2,900 and ranks among the best performance spaces in the country. And if you’re a student, you can get tickets to almost any performance for just $10. Not a student? Texas Performing Arts is always looking for volunteer ushers who can help out during performances, giving you the chance to see the show for free. Check the website for details. Not up for a whole performance? Guided tours of Bass Concert Hall are also available.




  Long Center for the Performing Arts




  701 W. Riverside Dr.


  (512) 474-5665


  www.thelongcenter.org




  Calling itself the “art and soul of Austin,” the Long Center for the Performing Arts hosts a variety of events, from ballet to symphony to opera. And if you’re willing to dedicate a little of your time by becoming a volunteer, you can see some of these performances for free. Ballet Austin (www.balletaustin.org), the Austin Symphony (www.austinsymphony.org), and Austin Lyric Opera (www.austinlyricopera.org) offer discounts on some performances. The Austin Symphony also welcomes volunteers with its volunteer usher and box office volunteer programs and hosts special family concerts for discounted prices. Hungry? Check the Long Center’s website for special pre-show prix fixe menu offers at well-known local restaurants.




  Paramount Theatre




  713 Congress Ave.


  (512) 472-5470


  www.austintheatre.org




  The Paramount Theatre is one of the greatest venues in Austin for live performances, particularly acts such as Penn and Teller and shows such as Ann, An Affectionate Portrait of Ann Richards and Knuffle Bunny. But if you want to score great deals at the Paramount Theatre, the best thing you can do is to volunteer, either by being a volunteer usher (volunteer and watch the show—score!) or joining the theater’s Ghost Light Society, which represents the Paramount at community festivals and events.




  
SMALLER THEATERS, BIG SAVINGS





  The Blue Theater




  916 Springdale Rd.


  (512) 684-3220


  www.bluetheatre.org




  The word theater used here is interpretive, as this is really more of a studio and dedicated space for art, installation, dance, music, and theater performances by the local public. Here, they “believe that art can animate and engage community and neighborhood spaces like nothing else.” Keep an eye on the special events hosted here, including plays and performances, because you’re sure to get a good show.
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