





[image: ]













[image: ]








[image: ]













[image: ]











To Barbara, turns out you were right.









A Gelding Street Press book
 

An Imprint of Rockpool Publishing


PO Box 252,


Summer Hill


NSW 2130, Australia


www.geldingstreetpress.com


Follow us! c geldingstreet_press


Published in 2023 by Rockpool Publishing


Copyright text © Glen Humphries, 2023


Copyright design © Gelding Street Press, 2023


ISBN: 9780645207194


Design and typesetting by Daniel Poole, Rockpool Publishing


Edited by Heather Millar


Acquisition editor: Luke West, Rockpool Publishing


Copyright all images © Newspix, except images of


George Coulthard, Lord Harris, Edmund Barton and


Donald Bradman in B/W pic section (all in public domain)


All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,


stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by


any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or


otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher.




[image: ]











[image: ]


CONTENTS


[image: ]


Introduction






	1.
	Lillee, Lillee, Lillee






	2.
	Over the fence






	3.
	Take it on the chin






	4.
	Double drama






	5.
	Midwinter’s tale






	6.
	Drinking for Australia






	7.
	Boony






	8.
	The sandpaper saga






	9.
	Ladies first






	10.
	Playing by the rules






	11.
	A day to remember






	12.
	Boardroom brawling






	13.
	Sixers’ Steve Smith struggle






	14.
	A few choice words






	15.
	Bodyline






	16.
	Donald’s duck






	17.
	The rain men






	18.
	The SCG riot






	19.
	The 12th Man






	20.
	You’re out!






	21.
	Cricket’s songwriter






	22.
	The Demon and the Ashes






	23.
	The best barracker






	24.
	Underhanded tactics






	25.
	Taking it all off






	26.
	A new way to play the game






	27.
	Murder!






	28.
	The aura of the Baggy Green






	29.
	Sting in the tail






	30.
	Menzies in the middle






	31.
	Scott, Shane and Joe







Afterword


Bibliography


About the author









[image: ]


INTRODUCTION
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When you think about it, cricket is a strange and unique sport. For starters, it’s an outdoor sport dependent on good weather, lest a match be cut short. And yet, the spiritual home of the sport is England, where rain is a regular part of life. It’s the only sport where play is interrupted for a meal. It’s also likely the only sport that goes for five days and yet can end up with neither team winning.


Words have multiple meanings within the sport. Take wicket, for instance: it can refer to the construction of stumps and bails at either end of the pitch, the pitch itself and also a batter’s dismissal. Even if she is out caught, we say she has lost her wicket, although it is completely intact.


The positions in other sports come with rational, obvious names that give the newcomer some indication of where they line up – fullback, full forward, goal defence, midfielder, goalkeeper. In cricket, we have gully, fine leg, cover, backward square leg and third man (which suggests positions called first and second man, though neither exist). All of these positions require some understanding of the game before you know where they are.


In other sports, the guidelines about what you can and can’t do during play are called rules. In cricket, they’re called Laws, which suggests a drastic punishment is forthcoming for those who break them. And there are some strange laws in that book. Like Law 31.1, which states an umpire may think a batsman out but is not allowed to say so unless a fielder appeals. Is there any other sport where the official sees something but opts not to act unless asked by the opposite side?


There are modes of dismissal that are in the Laws of Cricket but not considered in the spirit of cricket – as though those are two completely separate things. A player can be out if they handle the ball or are at the non-striking end, leave the crease before the ball is bowled and the bowler breaks the stumps (obviously, they need to appeal as well). But woe betide any player who actually appeals for those dismissals, for they are considered not in the spirit of cricket.


Another in the unusual modes of dismissal category is what happens if a batter takes too long to walk to the crease. When a wicket falls, the new batter has three minutes to get out to the middle, otherwise he is out. And, in case you’re wondering, the bowler doesn’t get to claim the scalp for his statistics.


Digging through the Laws throws up some other unusual moments. For instance, the bails aren’t compulsory – if both umpires agree, they can be removed and play is allowed to continue (this is usually in the case of strong winds blowing the bails off). Also, being bowled out trumps everything – if a batter suffers the misfortune of giving the umpire a choice of dismissals and one of them is bowled, then that’s the one it has to be. All the time.


If the laws are strange, then it’s really no surprise that strange and unusual moments form such a strong part of cricket’s tapestry. We’re talking from Dennis Lillee looking to plug his aluminium bat, to Greg Chappell choosing to make his younger brother Trevor remembered for bowling underarm.


We’re talking from bees and their apparent dislike of cricket to the miniature talking version of a mustachioed cricketer being given away by a beer company.


Sure, there are some big, important moments too –  Bodyline, that century of Steve Waugh’s and the creation of the Duckworth-Lewis method (yes, it involves a whole lot of maths and is therefore incomprehensible to most of us, but cricket would be so much the poorer without it). But just like those big moments stick with us, so do the strange and unusual ones. Which is why Sticky Wickets looks to cover the big, the small and the weird. And does so in such a way that makes it easy to read during a rain delay.


[image: ]









[image: ]


LILLEE, LILLEE, LILLEE
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In his time, Dennis Lillee was the iconic Australian fast bowler. So much so that people didn’t need to say his full name; just the first two initials DK was enough. Black, slightly curly hair – sometimes held in place by a sweatband. A moustache that veered towards handlebar territory in his early days. A white cricketing shirt that always seemed to be missing the first five buttons, with a necklace bouncing off a hairy chest as he built up speed during his run-up.


With a top speed measured at a tick over 150 km/h, Lillee took 355 Test wickets – a record at the time. Batsmen feared the big Western Australian, and officials didn’t know what to do with him. As is the case with many elite athletes who are the star of their team, Lillee was often excused when he stepped over to the wrong side of the line. That was something he seemed to do more and more once he realised he was indispensable to the Australian team; if they were going to punish him, it would only ever be a token sentence doled out. It was such that, at one stage, Wisden’s editor John Woodcock bemoaned the fact that no official had given Lillee a swift kick in the pants early in his career, when it could have set him on the right path.


‘For too long the Australian Cricket Board have been over-tolerant of indiscipline and actions of dubious intent,’ he said. ‘True cricket lovers have been as sickened by Lillee’s antics as they have been spellbound by his bowling.’


Among those antics are the three Bs – bet, bat and boot. The first of those took place during a Test that has become known by just a location and two digits – Headingley ’81. Australia was in England for the Ashes and had taken charge of the third Test at Leeds, putting on 9/401 in the first innings.


England collapsed to be all out for 174 and, with the follow-on enforced, were struggling at 7/135 on the afternoon of the fourth day. Both teams had packed their bags and hotel reservations were being cancelled, figuring there was no way this game was heading into a fifth day.


That afternoon, Lillee looked out at the scoreboard to see it flash up that England, still 92 behind, were 500-1 to win the game with the on-course bookmakers. ‘I said straight away that in a two-horse race that was a ridiculous price and I was going to have £100 on it,’ he said in his autobiography. He eventually calmed down somewhat, ultimately putting a tenner on England at those odds. At the last minute ’keeper Rodney Marsh decided to part with a fiver too.


It wasn’t the first time Lillee had bet on a game. During a one-dayer on his first English tour, the Australians collected a kitty to take up 5/1 odds that they wouldn’t take five wickets before lunch.


When they got to five, Marsh remembered Lillee ran to the tent to collect, only to be told there was an hour to go in the session and if another wicket fell it would be a lost bet.


‘Dennis yelled out not to take any more, so we proceeded with caution,’ Marsh said. ‘A few minutes before the end of the session we were almost home and hosed when Bob Massie at fine leg took an absolute screamer of a catch. We all raced down to kick his backside!’


At least in that instance, the money was going on a bet in favour of Australia. In 1981, Lillee and Marsh were placing a bet that required their own team to lose for it to pay off. That’s never a good look.


With just three wickets in hand, England had all-rounder Ian Botham and bowler Graham Dilley at the crease. Figuring he’d have a crack, Botham swung at just about everything that came his way. ‘He had nothing to lose and just threw the kitchen sink at everything we tossed at him,’ Lillee said. Botham went from 39 to 103 via almost nothing but boundaries – 14 fours and a six.


At the other end Dilley racked up his highest Test score of 56 before falling to Terry Alderman. Chris Old was in next and hung around long enough to help himself to 29 runs and allow Botham to keep building his own total. By the time Old was out and last man Bob Willis was dismissed for two early on the fifth day, Botham had managed to clobber 149 runs to put England 129 runs ahead.


That didn’t seem like a hard target for an Australian batting line-up that managed 401 in its first dig. But Willis had other ideas. He tore through the Australians, ending with figures of 8/43, in an innings that saw Kim Hughes, Graham Yallop and Allan Border all score ducks and only four batsmen get into double figures. And, for the record, one of those was Lillee, who was third highest scorer on 17. Australia were all out for 111.


‘That was the greatest one-off sustained effort I ever saw from a fast bowler,’ Lillee said of Willis’s efforts.


Lillee claimed the weight of the defeat caused him to forget that he had just won a lot of money on a bet. His and Marsh’s winnings were £7500 – which is more than $60,000 in today’s money. Ray Bright, who was rooming with Lillee, remembered the bookie delivering the cash – in £1 notes. ‘They didn’t have all the money at the ground,’ he said. ‘The rest arrived a few days later.’


It seemed the whole thing was kept in-house for a year, until Lillee himself spilled the beans in one of his several autobiographies. The result was the board immediately inserted a clause into players’ contracts stating they couldn’t bet on matches in which they were playing. Ex-players were justifiably unimpressed; betting against your own team is never a smart move. Not that Lillee cared.


‘I never lost a moment’s sleep because of it. I didn’t regard it as betting against my team or my country. I just thought the odds of 500/1 were ridiculous. I’d flatten anyone who ever suggested I threw a game. I have a completely clear conscience over it. I believe my integrity, as far as playing to win every game I played, is unquestioned.’


There is certainly no evidence that Lillee threw the game to cash in on those juicy odds. But still, he financially benefited from his team losing. It’s hard to understand how he didn’t realise that was a problem.


The second of Lillee’s antics is B for bat. In December 1979, Lillee was not out at the end of the first day’s play against England in Western Australia. When he returned to the crease for day two, it wasn’t with the wooden bat he had used the afternoon before, but with an aluminium bat.


Lillee had previously brought it out against the West Indies 12 days earlier at a Brisbane Test. ‘The first ball Joel Garner bowled to me, it went “clannggg!” and Desmond Hayes at short leg hit the ground laughing,’ Lillee said. ‘I was out for a duck and there were no complaints – nothing was said, nothing was written.’


That would likely be because he only faced seven balls and scored nothing – given those statistics a lack of attention is hardly surprising. It was a different story in the WACA Test against England. Botham’s first ball hit Lillee’s pads. Lillee blocked the second and let the third go to the ’keeper.


It was the fourth ball that caused the problem, the one he drove through extra cover for three. ‘I didn’t even know what it was to start with,’ England skipper Mike Brearley said. ‘It just sounded like an odd, old bat that made a funny noise.’


That he didn’t know was odd; the Channel Nine commentary team knew what Lillee was up to. They mentioned he’d swapped out his wooden bat for the aluminium one from the first ball. When Brearley realised Lillee was using a metal bat, he complained to the umpire that it was damaging the ball. That annoyed Lillee, who insisted the bat had been treated with an enamel that testing showed didn’t damage the ball.


What ensued was a 10-minute stand-off where the umpires insisted he change his bat, and Brearley refusing to let his bowlers bowl until he did. Technically Lillee hadn’t done anything wrong; the rules at the time did not specify that a bat had to be made out of wood.


Australian captain Greg Chappell was annoyed with his fast bowler, in part because he felt if Lillee had used a wooden bat his shot would have gone to the boundary rather than slowing well before it.


He sent out 12th man Rodney Hogg with a wooden bat for Lillee. ‘I could see myself on national television,’ Hogg said, ‘before a packed ground, and Dennis hitting me between the eyes with his metal bat.’ Lillee wasn’t interested and sent Hogg packing – without whacking him in the face.


Then Chappell came out with the bat and Lillee said he knew he was in trouble (as though he didn’t know that already). To compound matters, Lillee had a temper tantrum and threw the bat in the direction of his captain.


‘I was not happy at being pushed into a corner and I threw the bat in Greg’s direction, hoping to make him jump,’ Lillee said, not seeming to realise he was the one who started the whole drama.


He started the drama because he thought it would be a great marketing opportunity for his aluminium bats with Christmas coming up. ‘I wanted to introduce the bats to the public,’ he said. ‘We wanted the bat to get some exposure for Christmas sales.’


Despite using it in a first-class cricket match, Lillee said it was never designed for such a situation. Rather, it was a cheaper alternative to a wooden bat, which he hoped would be picked up by schools and other groups. 


He’d actually started on the PR trail for the so-called Combat in the middle of 1979 claiming, ‘It is more durable, little maintenance is needed and, in production, it will cost much less than the willow bat.’


Lillee did get some publicity for his aluminium bat in that match against England – but it was all bad. In England, the papers blasted his behaviour as resembling a ‘spoiled, petulant schoolboy’ and respected commentator Henry Blofeld suggested Lillee be banned for life if he kept carrying on like that. And the mood in the Australian press was pretty similar.


Despite this, the board only saw fit to censure Lillee over his childish behaviour. Chairman Bob Parish acknowledged the uselessness of the move: ‘It has no effect on the player other than to make known to him the board’s displeasure.’


Amazingly, both umpires claimed they hadn’t seen Lillee throw his bat. Despite him being clearly captured on TV doing exactly that, the board decided it couldn’t act. ‘The board is always concerned by behaviour on the field and I believe appropriate action has been taken,’ Parish concluded.


The British press again let fly over what was clearly a weak response from the board, with some calling it a ‘whitewash’. ‘Lillee is one of the country’s sporting idols,’ The Guardian wrote, ‘but the majority of fair-minded Australians have been as perturbed by Lillee’s indiscretions as everyone else.’


There was a short-term sales boost, which was killed off when the Laws of Cricket were changed to insist that only wooden bats could be used.


Still, the following year, Lillee kept trying to find a market for his bats. ‘We figure there are 8,500 schools in Australia and we’d be quite happy to sell just one bat to each of them over the next two years or so,’ Lillee’s business partner Graham Monaghan said. As part of that push, they advertised for a distributor who had direct access into NSW schools.


Nothing must have come of it because the aluminium bat faded away soon afterwards. If it’s remembered at all, it’s for this odd moment in cricketing history.


The third B is for boot. The owner of that boot was Lillee and he used it to kick Pakistan’s Javed Miandad during the first Test at the WACA in February 1981. There is an iconic image of Miandad holding his bat in the air to whack Lillee, while the fast bowler leans away. In between them is umpire Tony Crafter, who has his back to Miandad and probably didn’t know how close he came to being sconed on the head.


Australia had made a subpar 180 in its first innings but managed to skittle the opposition for 62 runs. The home side declared the second innings closed at 424, leaving Pakistan a towering target of 543 to win. Their other option was to bat out the last two days to claim a draw.


Alderman knocked over the two openers to have Pakistan at 2/27, bringing Miandad to the crease. The skipper was leading his side in an overseas trip for the first time. There were deep divisions in the squad, with some senior players unhappy with Miandad’s appointment. With that in the background, Pakistan’s first innings 62 could hardly have helped his cause. But Miandad was no shrinking violet; when a crackdown on short-pitched deliveries meant those delivered above shoulder-height would be a no ball, he spoke out – against it. ‘Javed was not the sort of batsman who wanted a favour from the Laws,’ Ian Chappell wrote. ‘He strode to the crease expecting to earn every run.’


It was while he was trying to earn one of those runs that the incident with Lillee kicked off. Miandad had played Lillee away for a quick single and collided with the bowler before he had made his ground.


In his autobiography Menace, Lillee explains it thusly. ‘As he ran past I made a remark about how lucky I thought he was, or words to that effect. I came within a couple of metres of him and I was still talking to him while turning to go back to my mark. At that point, I was struck by his bat right in my back and ribs. I tried to grab him but missed, so I followed him down the track.’


The problem for Lillee is that there is footage of the incident and those images certainly do not marry up with his description. What the eye sees when watching the incident is Miandad running for the single. Lillee is standing just off the pitch with his back to the batsman, which sees Miandad veer off his line to run around the fast bowler. 


As he goes to pass Lillee, Miandad looks over to square leg to check the fielder’s progress. At that point, Lillee turns around to face Miandad and clearly walks into his path, sticking in his right shoulder. Miandad, justifiably, pushes Lillee away because he is still out of his ground. Rather than chase after Miandad as Lillee claims, he actually turns towards the umpire as if to ask, ‘Hey, did you see what he did?’


‘Hello? Hello? My goodness,’ commentator Tony Greig said as the incident unwound. ‘Lillee really did ask for that and it was really very silly.’


Then, for reasons unknown, Lillee kicked Miandad which prompted him to raise his bat in retaliation. ‘This is absolutely disgraceful,’ Greig told the viewers. ‘It really is absolutely stupid … we very nearly had ourselves a fight on the ground.’


The esteemed Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack called it ‘one of the most undignified incidents in Test history’. Australian ex-players were also unimpressed. Former captain Bob Simpson wrote that it was ‘the most disgraceful thing I have seen on a cricket field’. Speed bowler Keith Miller called for Lillee to be suspended for the rest of the season while Ian Chappell classed Lillee’s actions as those of ‘a spoiled, angry child’.


It soon became an international incident, with Pakistan’s manager Ijaz Butt lodging a formal protest with the Australian Cricket Board (ACB). However, it wasn’t the board but the players who took action, fining Lillee the sum of $200. Greg Chappell said he had been fined for retaliating ‘under extreme provocation’. ‘Had Lillee been guilty of starting the incident, we would have had no hesitation in rubbing him out,’ Chappell said, convincing absolutely no-one.


Lilllee did offer an apology before the next day’s play for retaliating but Miandad rejected it, feeling it wasn’t genuine and, besides, Lillee started it. ‘He concentrated on one word – retaliation,’ Miandad said. ‘You have seen the incident on television, you decide who was at fault.’ Manager Butt raised the stakes, saying if the board felt the same way as the players, well, the Pakistanis might have to reconsider the tour. ‘Action should be taken so that similar instances are not repeated anywhere in the world,’ he said. ‘If the same incident had involved a player of lesser reputation than Dennis Lillee, he would have been more harshly dealt with.’


The Australian team also sent a letter to the Pakistan team before the fourth day that did nothing to ease tensions. If anything, it was pouring petrol on a fire. ‘We, the Australian cricket team condemn in the strongest possible manner, the action of the Pakistan captain Javed Miandad in striking Dennis Lillee during play at the WACA,’ the letter read.


‘Whilst backchat and general needling between players, if contained to a reasonable level, can be tolerated, the striking of an opposing player is something to be abhorred. The actions of Dennis Lillee in retaliating cannot be condoned, but, we believe he would not have assaulted Javed unless extremely provoked.’


Not surprisingly, the Pakistan team didn’t appreciate the letter at all. ‘We feel that an apology from Javed Miandad is uncalled for because the incident has been seen by everybody on television and it is clear that the fault lies completely on the shoulders of Mr Dennis Lillee.’


Surprisingly, umpires Tony Crafter and Mel Johnson took the issue further, appealing to the board against the leniency of the penalty the players handed to Lillee. After hearing the appeal, the ACB issued an apology to Pakistan, noting the behaviour was ‘totally unacceptable to the board and, we believe, to the vast majority of people who support cricket in one way or another’.


The board’s report also noted it had no jurisdiction to impose any punishment on Miandad, only Lillee (the umpires said if they had both been policed by the same code, they would have faced the same punishment).


The board quashed the $200 fine imposed by the players, replacing it with a two-match suspension. The Pakistan manager was appeased and decided that drew a line under all this talk of cancelling the Test series. Still, the result left a bad taste in the Australian team’s mouth because it appeared as though Miandad had gotten off scot-free.


Lillee was back for the last two Tests (his suspension was served via two One Day Internationals), getting Miandad in both innings of the second at Brisbane for 20 and 38. That Test also created the unusual situation of Australia having to go in for its second innings needing all of three runs to win – Bruce Laird got them all by the third over. With the series done and dusted, Pakistan won the third Test by an innings and 82 runs. Miandad scored 62 before being caught LBW by Bruce Yardley. Lillee went wicketless in that final Test, and only scored five runs across two innings.
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OVER THE FENCE
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In a world before the internet, it sounded like an urban myth. People would mention how this guy hit a six off every ball of an over. Sometimes they mentioned his name. Sometimes they didn’t. They almost never mentioned where it happened, or when. All of which made it seem very likely that someone just made it up.


But these days, with all sorts of information just a few keystrokes away, you can find out that it wasn’t an urban myth, in fact it was very, very real. And you can even watch video of the amazing feat – though as we shall soon see, that footage almost didn’t exist.


The master slogger was Sir Garfield Sobers, though he wasn’t a Sir at the time. The West Indian was playing for Nottinghamshire on 31 August 1968. When he walked to the wicket on the first day, his side was 5/308. Captain Sobers put on 40 runs before starting to think about declaring soon. ‘I  decided now we need quick runs and it doesn’t matter if I get out,’ he said.


That brainwave was bad news for Glamorgan bowler Malcolm Nash, who had just been handed the ball. He’d already taken four of the five wickets that day and had knocked over Sobers before, so liked his chances against the left-hander.


‘The first ball I bowled to Gary after tea – left-arm spin, around the wicket – wasn’t a bad ball, on a length on the stumps,’ Nash remembered. Sobers wound up and hit it out of the ground.


Nash wasn’t too worried about that first six, figuring Sobers was looking to slog stuff Nash felt he would mis-hit something in the next five balls and get caught. The second ball followed the first, over the wall on the leg side of the ground. The third went straight over Nash’s head and into the stands.


For each shot, Sobers had a massive backlift and a huge follow-through. ‘I always had a big backlift,’ he said. ‘It came from learning to play with a tennis ball and having to hit it as hard as you can or it wouldn’t go anywhere.’


Nash still wasn’t thinking about playing it safe and bowling something Sobers couldn’t tonk over the fence. ‘I was trying to get him out, simple as that,’ he said. ‘There was no point in bowling wide to him, because then I wouldn’t have gotten him out.’


The fourth went over on the leg side, Sobers smiling at the ’keeper after it landed among the spectators. Nash almost got Sobers’ wicket with his fifth delivery as the West Indian went down the ground again.


‘I gave the fifth one a bit more air,’ Nash said. ‘He got underneath it a bit more. Roger Davis was at long-on on the line. He got his hands ready and took the catch but then he overbalanced and sat down on the line. There were members shouting “out” and there were members shouting “six”. The  umpires had a consultation.’


Sobers thought he was out and started walking off only to hear Glamorgan fans urging him back because they wanted to see him whack more out of the field. Eventually the umpire signalled it was a six. And, if Sobers is to be believed, it wasn’t until then that he entertained the thought of six sixes in a row.


If so, he saved the best ’til last, giving the ball an almighty whack, sending it out of the ground and down a neighbouring street.


Nash’s ignominious over was recorded for posterity, so people can watch Sobers winding up and clocking ball after ball. But  that footage only exists by chance. The BBC’s producer John Norman had been asked by the Grandstand sports show to stop filming at the tea break. However, Norman chose to keep the cameras rolling because BBC Wales wanted to get some practice filming cricket. ‘Fifteen minutes after it was all over,’ Norman said, ‘the Grandstand producer who had told us to stand down, rang back and begged me not to spill the beans.’


What happened to that ball has been a bit of a mystery. Some say 17-year-old Richard Lewis found it and presented it to Sobers who passed it onto the Nottingham club to go into a museum. But in 2006 the Christie’s auction house sold what they said was the six sixes ball for £26,400.


The problem was that ball’s manufacturer was Duke, but Glamorgan players of that era insist they only used Surridge balls. ‘The ball they sold was not the one I bowled,’ Nash said. ‘Christie’s contend the ball sold was genuine but I know it  wasn’t.


‘At the time, Glamorgan had been using the Stuart Surridge ball for 40 or 50 years, probably going back to the 1920s. There  would have been no reason for us to change the balls for one game only. There is no way it could have been a Duke.’ 


He also insisted only one ball was used – it was returned the first few times it went out of the ground – rather than the three balls that Christie’s claimed.


There have been several other big hitters who have since joined the Six Sixes club created by Sobers. Ravi Shastri did it for Mumbai in the Ranji Trophy in 1985. South African Herschelle Gibbs was the first to do it in an international, punishing the Netherlands bowler Daan van Bunge during the 2007 World Cup.


That same year, India’s Yuvraj Singh cleared the pickets six times in a row off England’s Stuart Broad in the World Twenty20. Playing in the UK T20 Blast series in 2014, Ross Whiteley hit six sixes in 2014 while playing for Worcestershire Rapids.


Other club members include Afghanistan’s Hazratullah Zazai, New Zealander Leo Carter and Kieron Pollard for the Mumbai Indians.


Even a US cricketer has managed it – Jaskaran Malhotra in a  match against Papua New Guinea. The bowler made it a bit easy for him by throwing up a full toss for the last ball.


Nash himself almost ended up on the wrong side of a second 36-run over. In August 1977 at the same ground Nash was bowling to Lancashire’s Frank Hayes. The batsman only failed on the second ball, which went for four runs. The other five cleared the fences for a total of 34 run off the over.


None of them, however, come close to what is likely to be the most runs scored off a single over. Unbelievably, that would be 77 runs smashed in a 1990 New Zealand Shell trophy match between Wellington and Canterbury.


It was the last match of the season and Wellington needed to win to guarantee the title. They declared their second innings closed, leaving Canterbury to chase 291 in what would be 59 overs.


After they lost a few early wickets, Canterbury put up the shutters and started playing for a draw at 8 for 108. This  was no help for Wellington, who couldn’t dislodge batsmen Lee Germon and Roger Ford.


Wellington captain Erv McSweeney came up with a cunning plan: make it easy for them to score runs and hope, as victory came into sight, they would play a rash shot and get out. So he threw the ball to batsman Bert Vance, who had no bowling figures worth worrying about. Vance deliberately bowled a long series of no balls – only one of his first 17 deliveries was legal – which were full tosses.


‘Bert overdid it somewhat,’ Wellington coach John Morrison told ESPN, ‘and each one was cracked to the boundary past motionless fielders.’ The scoreboard attendants couldn’t keep track of the score, and the umpires even lost count of the legal deliveries, allowing five instead of six balls.


In the last over, Canterbury needed 18 to win and Germon took 17 off the first five balls. But with confusion over the score, Ford blocked the final ball. And, luckily for Wellington, results in other matches went their way.


‘There was all sorts of debate discussing this outrageous situation,’ Morrison said. ‘Howls of protest and the like, but in the end we were not docked any points, and through a couple of other very fortuitous results we won the championship. As  you can imagine I copped a fair bit of flack, but winning the championship took the sting out of that.’
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