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[image: Prince Lucas dining at a long table with his parents, King Caleb and Queen Tasha, under a banner that reads Chapter 1.]





Message in a Bottle [image: ]


[image: A clenched fist wearing a bracelet, with motion lines and radiating lines.]

Knock! Knock! Knock!

Prince Lucas and his parents had just sat down for breakfast. Stefan, one of King Caleb’s men, stepped into the dining room and bowed.

“Your Majesties,” announced Stefan. “You have a visitor with an urgent message.”

King Caleb set down his fork.

“Bring in the visitor,” the king answered.

Stefan motioned to the doorway. A fisherman stepped into the room. Seawater dripped from his hair and seaweed hung from his clothes.

Lucas fidgeted in his seat. This smelled like an adventure!

The fisherman bowed before the king and queen.

The queen raised an eyebrow. “What may we do for you?” she asked.

[image: A drenched fisherman, seawater dripping from his hair and seaweed clinging to his clothes, standing in a grand castle hallway. He’s flanked by a guard and King Caleb’s man, Stefan.]

[image: A  mermaid offering a bottle to a fisherman on a small boat in the ocean.]

“A beautiful mermaid arose from the sea while I was fishing,” the fisherman explained. “I was so startled, I fell overboard!”

Lucas dropped his fork in shock. Mermaids never approached people!

In fact, Lucas had only met a mermaid once. Her name was Princess Avalon. He never saw her again, though, because the Mermaid Kingdom was off-limits to the people of Wrenly.

“The mermaid asked me to deliver this to you,” the fisherman continued. He pulled a shimmering glass bottle from his dripping wet tunic. Then he handed the bottle to the king.

[image: A  fisherman’s soaked hand holding a fish-shaped glass bottle, water dripping from it, with a rolled parchment inside.]

The king opened the bottle and pulled out a piece of seaweed parchment. It had been stamped with the Mermaid Kingdom’s golden seal.

As his father unrolled the scroll, Lucas leaned closer to read it:

    [image: A parchment scroll with a Mermaid Kingdom seal, reading: By Royal Mermaid Decree King Zane requests the pleasure of the royal family of the kingdom of Wrenly to attend a majestic under-the-sea ball. Saturday as the clock strikes six. At the Mermaid Castle. Transport from Mermaid's Cove at half past five.]

[image: King Caleb, Queen Tasha, and Prince Lucas before a grand feast table. The king and Lucas raise hands in cheerful greeting, smiling warmly.]

Lucas leaped from his chair.

“They are welcoming visitors BACK into the Mermaid Kingdom!” he cheered. “We get to visit the mermaids!”

King Caleb smiled.

“This is welcome news,” he agreed. “Preparations shall begin at once!”





[image: Clara Gills, Lucas’s best friend, holding a basket and gesturing with one hand beneath a banner that reads Chapter 2.]





The Perfect Gift [image: ]


“Are you really going to a ball in the Mermaid Kingdom?!”

Clara Gills, Lucas’s best friend, was so surprised that she almost dropped her basket full of pastries from her dad’s bakery.

“I’ve always wanted to meet the mermaids,” she said. “I wish I could go!”

Ruskin squawked in agreement.

The prince scratched behind Ruskin’s horns. The dragon let out a puff of smoke.

“We have to convince my parents to let you both come to the ball,” Lucas said. “But how?”

[image: Clara Gills holding a basket while Prince Lucas, perched on the dragon Ruskin, smiles and chats with her.]

[image: Clara’s hand holding a basket filled with freshly baked cinnamon rolls.]

Clara lifted the napkin from her basket. A wonderful scent swirled into the air.

“Maybe these freshly baked cinnamon rolls will help convince them,” she said with a grin.

Lucas laughed. “That might just work!”

[image: Ruskin the dragon running behind Clara and Prince Lucas as they dash toward the throne room, with towering castles looming in the distance. ]

They raced to the throne room with Ruskin following behind.

The king and queen were standing over a table covered with jewels.

“Wow! What are all these jewels for?” asked Lucas.

[image: Prince Lucas and Clara Gills look in awe at a collection of sparkling jewels, pearls, and a jeweled goblet on a table.]

Queen Tasha held a strand of pearls in one hand.

“We’re choosing a gift to take to the ball,” she said. “The problem is, many of our finest jewels come from the sea. The mermaids may not find them as rare and precious as we do.”

“Well, speaking of gifts,” Lucas said. “Clara brought you freshly baked cinnamon rolls from her father’s bakery.”

Clara handed the basket to King Caleb. The king lifted a cinnamon roll from the basket and took a bite.

“Delightful!” he said. “Thank you, Clara!”

[image: Prince Lucas gesturing toward King Caleb and Queen Tasha wearing crowns.]

He offered a cinnamon roll to the queen. This gave the prince an even better idea.

“What if you gave King Zane the gift of baked goods?” Lucas suggested. “Surely the mermaids have never tried the best pastries in all of Wrenly.”

The king and queen looked at each other and smiled.

“What a lovely idea, Lucas!” said his mother. “How could anyone resist these cinnamon rolls?”

Clara clapped her hands.

“We would be so honored to make a gift of bread and pastries!” she said.
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