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Introduction

We all have a favorite comfort show, one we come back to again and again. Sometimes we have it on in the background, and other times we stop what we’re doing and hang on every word like it’s the first time we’ve seen it. It doesn’t matter where we jump in—whether it’s mid-episode or mid-season—watching a comfort show is like wrapping up with a cozy handmade blanket next to an old friend. And for many, our comfort show is Gilmore Girls.

Debuting on the Warner Brothers (WB) network in October of 2000, Gilmore Girls was unlike any other series on television at the time. There had been TV shows in the past where the two protagonists were a mother and daughter duo, but this was fresh and new. Lorelai and Rory Gilmore lived in the postcard town of Stars Hollow, Connecticut, surrounded by an eclectic and charismatic cast of characters living their lives. Their close relationship felt more like a role reversal with witty dialogue, fast-paced banter, family drama, and relatable situations that made us all feel like we could fit right into their little corner of the world. We cried happy tears from our couches when Rory gave her Chilton valedictorian speech, celebrated with Sookie and Jackson when they got engaged, cheered when Lorelai’s Dragonfly Inn opened, channeled courage to Lane when she left the safety of her childhood home, and ecstatically whooped when Luke and Lorelai finally kissed on the front porch. Audiences and critics celebrated the show, and it quickly gained a massive following, running seven seasons and 153 episodes. Even now, over 20 years later, thanks to online streaming, the show is as popular as ever.

Autumn and winter seasons in Gilmore Girls seemed extra special, so knitters watched with keen eyes for knitted items popping up on our beloved cast. I’m delighted to share this carefully curated size-inclusive collection packed with garments, accessories, and home decor inspired by our favorite characters, festivals, secret societies, locations, ex-boyfriends, and caffeinated beverages from Stars Hollow. Knit yourself an elegant botanical-themed sleeveless top inspired by Rory’s debutante ball gown on page 133, or a comfy cardi inspired by Paris’s favorite illicit snack of mac and cheese on page 141. If accessories are what you crave, knit up the Coffee, Coffee, Coffee Socks, Lorelai’s “I Smell Snow” Hat, the Firelight Festival Blanket, or an exact replica of the golf tam Emily gave Rory on page 27. Packed with 29 projects, this book has enough to keep you knitting if you find yourself out on the road, feeling lonely and so cold.

If you like coffee with your oxygen, fiber on your needles, and all things Gilmore Girls, pull up a diner chair and join us.

See you in Stars Hollow,

Tanis
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Sookie’s Bandana

Designed by Carissa Browning

SKILL LEVEL: EASY


“You were a good cake, Clyde. I never should have named you.”

—Sookie, Season 2, Episode 4



Fans can’t imagine any other actress nailing the part of quirky bandana-wearing chef Sookie St. James the way Melissa McCarthy did. Surprisingly, she wasn’t the casting director’s first choice. Jackson Belleville actor Jackson Douglas’s real-life wife at the time, Alex Borstein, was originally cast as Sookie. Due to prior commitments with MADtv, when the series she was working on was picked up, the role of Sookie was recast with Melissa McCarthy. Borstein made guest appearances as Emily’s clothing designer the fabulous Miss Celine, Lorelai’s neighbor Dwight’s board game–loving ex-wife, and again as the Dragonfly Inn’s harpist, Drella—but it was the on-screen chemistry between McCarthy and Douglas that made them believable as a couple. Casting director Jami Rudofsky said, “We read a lot of amazing women—a lot, but then Melissa McCarthy walked in, and it’s Melissa McCarthy. She’s comedy gold, and she brought things to the character that were so inventive. Her physical comedy, everything she did was above and beyond, and that was it.”

Everyone’s favorite quirky chef is seldom seen in the kitchen without a bandana, often accompanied by adorable pigtails peeking out. Worked side to side all in one piece, this knitted kerchief is sized for both children and adults, and begins with a simple i-cord, followed by increases that form a biased triangle of garter stitch fabric accented with basic lace. After the midpoint, each column of eyelets is exchanged for a partial row of eyelets, intersecting to form a series of symmetric Vs. When the triangle is complete, most of the stitches are bound off, leaving only a few to continue the i-cord for a second tie.
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SIZES


	Child (Adult)



FINISHED MEASUREMENTS


	Width (not including ties): 13 ¾ (18) in. / 35 (45.5) cm

	Depth: 6 ¾ (8 ¾) in. / 17 (22) cm

	Length of Ties: 7 (8) in. / 18 (20.5) cm



YARN


	DK weight yarn, shown in Wool and Vinyl Hard Rock DK (4-ply; 100% superwash merino wool; 250 yd. / 229 m per 4 oz. / 115 g hank) in color Valley Girl, 1 hank



NEEDLES


	US 5 / 3.75 mm, circular needle, any length, or size needed to obtain gauge



NOTIONS


	3 (4) stitch markers

	Tapestry needle



GAUGE


	16 sts and 34 rows = 4 in. / 10 cm over garter stitch worked flat, taken after blocking

	Make sure to check your gauge.



PATTERN NOTES


	This bandana is worked side to side, beginning with an i-cord tie. Increases along one edge form the triangle, which is worked on the bias. When the triangle is complete, all but 3 stitches are bound off and the second i-cord tie is worked from those 3 stitches.

	One full hank of yarn (250 yd. / 229 m) is enough to make 2 adult-sized bandanas.

	Written instructions are provided for the entirety of the bandana.
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FIRST TIE


	Make a 3-stitch i-cord as follows:

	Make a slipknot and place on LHN.

	
Rnd 1 (inc): (K1, yo, k1) into slipknot, slide—3 sts.

	
Rnd 2: K3, slide.

	Rep Rnd 2 until the tie measures 7 (8) in. / 18 (20.5) cm.

	
Final Rnd (inc): K2, kfb, slide—4 sts.






TRIANGLE


	
Row 1 (RS, inc): K2, kfb, sl1 wyif, turn—5 sts.

	
Row 2 (WS, and all WS rows unless otherwise noted): Knit to last 3 sts, sl3 wyif, turn.

	
Row 3 (inc): K2, kfb, knit to last st, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 4 (WS): Knit to last 3 sts, sl3 wyif, turn.

	
Rows 5–12: Rep [Rows 3–4] 4 more times—10 sts.

	
Row 13 (RS, inc): K2, kfb, pm, k2tog, yo, k4, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 15 (inc): K2, kfb, knit to last st, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 17 (inc): K2, kfb, knit to M, sm, k2tog, yo, k4, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 19 (inc): Work as for Row 15—1 st inc.

	
Row 20 (WS): Knit to last 3 sts, sl3 wyif, turn.

	
Rows 21–24: Rep [Rows 17–20] 1 more time—16 sts.

	
Row 25 (RS, inc): K2, kfb, pm, k2tog, yo, k4, sm, k2tog, yo, k4, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 27 (inc): K2, kfb, knit to last st, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 29 (inc): K2, kfb, knit to M, *sm, k2tog, yo, k4; rep from * to last st, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 31 (inc): Work as for Row 27—1 st inc.

	
Row 32 (WS): Knit to last 3 sts, sl3 wyif, turn.

	
Rows 33–36: Rep [Rows 29–32] 1 more time—22 sts.

	
Row 37 (RS, inc): K2, kfb, pm, k2tog, yo, k4, *sm, k2tog, yo, k4; rep from * to last st, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 39 (inc): K2, kfb, knit to last st, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 41 (inc): K2, kfb, knit to M, *sm, k2tog, yo, k4; rep from * to last st, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 43: Work as for Row 39—1 st inc.

	
Row 44 (WS): Knit to last 3 sts, sl3 wyif, turn.

	
Rows 45–48: Rep [Rows 41–44] 1 more time—28 sts.

	Adult Size Only:

	Rep [Rows 37–48] 1 more time—34 sts.

	Both Sizes:

	
Row 49 (RS, inc): K2, kfb, (k2tog, yo) to M, rm, k2tog, yo, k4, *sm, k2tog, yo, k4; rep from * to last st, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 51 (inc): K2, kfb, knit to last st, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 53 (inc): K2, kfb, knit to M, *sm, k2tog, yo, k4; rep from * to last st, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 55 (inc): Work as for Row 51—1 st inc.

	
Row 56 (WS): Knit to last 3 sts, sl3 wyif, turn.

	
Rows 57–60: Rep [Rows 53–56] 1 more time—34 (40) sts.

	Adult Size Only:

	Rep [Rows 49–60] 1 more time—46 sts.

	Both Sizes:

	
Row 61 (RS, inc): K2, kfb, (k2tog, yo) to M, rm, k2tog, yo, k4, sm, k2tog, yo, k4, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 63 (inc): K2, kfb, knit to last st, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 65 (inc): K2, kfb, knit to M, sm, k2tog, yo, k4, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 67: Work as for Row 63—1 st inc.

	
Row 68 (WS): Knit to last 3 sts, sl3 wyif, turn.

	
Rows 69–72: Rep [Rows 65–68] 1 more time—40 (52) sts.

	
Row 73 (RS, inc): K2, kfb, (k2tog, yo) to M, rm, k2tog, yo, k4, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 75 (inc): K2, kfb, knit to last st, sl1 wyif, turn—1 st inc.

	
Row 76 (WS): Knit to last 3 sts, sl3 wyif, turn.

	
Rows 77–80: Rep [Rows 75–76] 2 more times—44 (56) sts.

	
Row 81 (RS, inc): Work as for Row 75—45 (57) sts.

	
Row 82 (WS): BO all sts knitwise until 3 sts rem on LHN and 1 st on RHN, sl3 wyif, turn—4 sts.






SECOND TIE


	
Rnd 1 (dec): K2, k2tog, slide—3 sts.

	
Rnd 2: K3, slide.

	Rep Rnd 2 until the tie measures 7 (8) in. / 18 (20.5) cm.

	
Final Rnd (dec): K3tog—1 st.

	Cut yarn and fasten off.






FINISHING


	Weave in ends inside i-cord ties.

	Wet block to measurements.
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Coffee Talk

Episodes of the show would film July through May, taking on average eight days to film one episode. The cast and crew would get major holidays off, as well as two months in the summer between seasons.
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Daily News Hat

Designed by Alina Appasova

SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE


“Ladies and gentlemen, tonight represents a melding of the old and the new. For one night, identifying the two groups will be easy. The old will be the ones running around frantically trying to get out the latest issue of the Daily News, and the new will be the ones in the stupid hats.”

—Doyle McMaster, Season 4, Episode 10



Wanting to become a journalist akin to CNN’s Christiane Amanpour since she was a child, Rory goes from working on The Franklin newspaper at Chilton Prep School to working at the Yale Daily News, the oldest daily college newspaper in the United States, under Editor-in-Chief Doyle McMaster. Before passing muster to be officially on staff, new writers must have a certain number of articles published, and must participate in “heeling,” a ritual involving making paper hats out of newspaper in a matter of minutes. Becoming the beat reporter for features and being called “an unflinchingly honest reviewer who shows no mercy, but a great deal of dark wit in her pieces” after writing a scathing review of a school ballet production, Rory eventually becomes the new editor-in-chief after the staff declares mutiny on current editor Paris Geller.

Alert the media! Knit in the round from the bottom up, this clever newsprint-covered hat begins with a corrugated ribbed brim. Newsprint “text” is worked in stranded colorwork across the body and modeled after the lyrics of the Gilmore Girls theme song formatted into columns. Topped with a newsworthy pom-pom, this hat can be made in multiple sizes by adjusting the number of text columns.
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SIZES


	Small (Medium, Large)



FINISHED MEASUREMENTS


	Circumference: 16 (19 ¼, 22 ½) in. / 40.5 (49, 57) cm

	Height: 8 ½ (9 ¼, 9 ¾) in. / 21.5 (23.5, 25) cm

	The hat is designed to be worn with 2 in. / 5 cm of negative ease.



YARN


	Fingering weight yarn, shown in Keenan Hand Dyed Yarn Highland Fingering (100% wool; 229 yd. / 209 m per 1 ¾ oz. / 50 g hank)



COLORWAYS


	Main Color (MC): Irish Girl at North Ave Beach, 1 hank

	Contrast Color (CC): Melancholy Oyster Boy, 1 hank



NEEDLES


	US 1 / 2.25 mm, 16 in. / 40 cm long circular needle and set of 4 or 5 double-pointed needles or size needed to obtain gauge



NOTIONS


	Stitch marker

	Tapestry needle

	Pom-pom maker, approx. 2 ⅛ in. / 5 cm diameter



GAUGE


	30 sts and 40 rnds = 4 in. / 10 cm in stranded colorwork pattern in the round, taken after blocking

	Make sure to check your gauge.



PATTERN NOTES


	The hat is worked in the round from the bottom up. It may be helpful to place a marker between pattern repeats in the colorwork portion of the hat.

	Instructions are provided for size Small first, with larger sizes in parentheses. When only one set of numbers is provided, it applies to all sizes.

	When working the stranded colorwork chart, catch floats longer than 5 stitches.

	
When working the corrugated rib, be sure to move the MC yarn to the back between the needles after completing the purl stitch so all floats are on the WS of the hat.

	When the circumference of the hat becomes too small for the circular needle during the crown shaping, change to dpns to finish the hat.



PATTERN STITCHES


	
Corrugated Rib (worked over a multiple of 2 sts)

	
All Rnds: *K1 with CC, p1 with MC; rep from * to end of rnd.
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CAST ON & BRIM


	With circular needle and MC, CO 114 (138, 162) sts using the Twisted German cast on method. Pm for BOR and join to work in the rnd, being careful not to twist the sts.

	Join CC.

	Work in Corrugated Rib for 8 rnds.

	Do not break CC; carry it loosely up the inside of the hat until it is used again.






BODY


	
Setup Rnd 1: With MC, *k1, p1; rep from * to end of rnd.

	
Setup Rnd 2 (inc): With MC, *k18 (22, 26), kfb; rep from * to end of rnd—120 (144, 168) sts.

	
Next 2 Rnds: With MC, knit.

	Begin Daily News Charts, reading all rows from right to left as for working in the rnd. Work Rnds 1–52 (1–58, 1–64) once, working each row as follows:

	
Size Small Only: Work Columns 1, 2, and 3 once, then Columns 1 and 2 once more (5 columns total).

	
Size Medium Only: Work Columns 1, 2, and 3 twice (6 columns total).

	
Size Large Only: Work Columns 1, 2, and 3 twice, then Column 1 once more (7 columns total).
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CROWN SHAPING


	Begin Crown Shaping Chart, reading all rows from right to left as for working in the rnd.

	
The chart is worked 5 (6, 7) times across each rnd—10 (12, 14) sts rem.

	Break yarn, pull tail through remaining live sts and cinch closed. Secure tails to WS.






FINISHING


	Weave in all ends and block to measurements. Allow to dry completely. Trim all ends. Using both yarns, make pom-pom and attach to crown.
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Coffee Talk

The Yale Daily News, the real newspaper, was first published in January 1878. Published Monday through Friday during the academic year only, it circulates throughout Yale and New Haven, Connecticut.
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Lorelai’s Hat

Designed by Arianna Soloway

SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE


“It takes a remarkable person to inspire all of this.”

—Richard, Season 7, Episode 22



While many actresses auditioned for the part of Lorelai, Lauren Graham didn’t know until right before the pilot began filming whether she would be able to execute the part. Wanting the role, but unsure of her availability, she recalls, “In life, nothing’s all funny or all dramatic—it’s both. I thought [Gilmore Girls] didn’t sound like anything else. I had never read anything like it. That dialogue and intelligence really jumped out at me.” While the casting directors loved her, creator Amy Sherman-Palladino didn’t want to even hear her read because Graham was already tied to another show at NBC and was waiting to see whether it had been picked up. Sherman-Palladino remembers, “When it was clear that we weren’t finding that magical Lorelai to walk in and be everything that we needed, it was like, ‘Fine, bring Lauren in. Let me fall in love with somebody I can’t have.’ And I got lucky because the other show got canceled, and then I got her.” Fortunately for Gilmore fans everywhere, Graham stayed in the role for all seven seasons and became a fashion role model for many, especially regarding her winter hats.

Every Gilmore fan knows how much Lorelai loves to wear hats! Worked from the bottom up in the round, the hat features a folded brim containing a secret message inside. Stranded colorwork motifs representing Lorelai’s request to Max for a thousand yellow daisies, gently falling snow that only Lorelai can smell, the coffee cup from the Luke’s Diner sign, crisp autumn leaves, and dragonflies circle around the body. Topped with a pom-pom, this cute beanie is an ode to many favorite episodes and icons from the series.


SIZES


	Child (Adult Small, Adult Large)



FINISHED MEASUREMENTS


	Circumference: 17 ½ (19 ½, 21 ¾) in. / 44.5 (49.5, 55.5) cm

	Height: 8.5 in. / 21.5 cm**

	Hat is designed to be worn with very little ease. Choose the size closest to your head circumference for the best fit.

	**The height of hat is the same across all sizes. As a result, the Child sized hat will fit slightly slouchier than the Adult sizes.



YARN


	Fingering weight yarn, shown in Hazel Knits Artisan Sock Minis (90% superwash merino, 10% nylon; approx. 100 yd. / 91 m per 1 oz. / 30 g mini hank)



COLORWAYS


	Color A: Cinnabar, 1 hank

	Color B: Silica, 1 hank

	Color C: Lichen, 1 hank

	Color D: Guac, 1 hank

	Color E: Viviane, 1 hank



NEEDLES


	US 3 / 3.25 mm, 16 in. / 40 cm long circular needle and set of 4 or 5 double-pointed needles or size needed to obtain gauge



NOTIONS


	Stitch marker

	Tapestry needle

	Pom-pom maker (optional; 1 ⅝–2 in. / 4–5 cm diameter)



GAUGE


	22 sts and 32 rows = 4 in. / 10 cm in stranded colorwork pattern in the round, taken after blocking

	Make sure to check your gauge



PATTERN NOTES


	This hat is worked in the round from the bottom up, beginning with the folded brim. The brim is folded under and knit into the body of the hat to create a secured double-thick brim.

	It may be helpful to place a marker between pattern repeats in the body colorwork portion of the hat.

	When working the stranded colorwork charts, catch floats longer than 5 stitches.

	Carry unused yarn loosely up the inside of the hat until it is used again to save on yardage and ends to weave in. Break yarn only when instructed.

	Instructions are provided for the Child size first, with larger sizes in parentheses. When only one set of numbers is provided, it applies to all sizes.

	When the circumference of the hat becomes too small for the circular needle during the crown shaping, change to dpns to finish the hat.

	Once the Body Chart is complete, final decreases are worked using Color D only.
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CAST ON & INSIDE BRIM


	With circular needle and Color A, CO 96 (108, 120) sts using the Long Tail cast on method. Pm for BOR and join to work in the rnd, being careful not to twist the sts.

	Cont with Color A, knit 6 rnds.

	Break Color A; join Color B.

	Begin Optional Brim Chart for the size of hat being made, reading all rows from right to left as for working in the rnd, joining Color E on Rnd 3 and breaking it again after completing Rnd 10. Work Rnds 1–12 once.

	If you prefer not to work the Optional Brim Chart, knit 12 rnds with Color B only.

	Break Color B; rejoin Color A and knit 7 rnds.
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BODY OF HAT


	Begin Body Chart, reading all rows from right to left as for working in the rnd, joining colors as necessary. Work Rows 1–24 once. The chart is worked 8 (9, 10) times across each rnd.

	
Rnd 25: Using Color A only, join the cast on edge to the current row as follows:

	Fold the cast on edge to the inside of the hat with wrong sides facing together.

	Be sure to align the first stitch of your cast on edge (immediately left of your cast on tail) with the first stitch of your current round (immediately to the left of the BOR M).

	*Pick up the first stitch from your cast on edge and place it on the LHN; knit the CO edge st together with the live st from the body of the hat; rep from * to end of rnd.

	When this process is complete, the cast on edge will be firmly connected to the inside of your hat and you will have the same number of sts as you originally cast on.

	Resume Body Chart. Work Rows 26–64 once—48 (54, 60) sts rem. Break all yarns except Color D.






CROWN SHAPING


	
Rnd 1 (dec): *K1, k2tog; rep from * to end of rnd—32 (36, 40) sts.

	
Rnd 2: Knit.

	
Rnd 3 (dec): *K2tog; rep from * to end of rnd—16 (18, 20) sts.

	
Rnd 4: Knit.

	
Rnd 5 (dec): *K2tog; rep from * to end of rnd—8 (9, 10) sts.

	Break yarn, pull tail through remaining live sts, and cinch closed. Secure tails to WS.






FINISHING


	Weave in all ends and block to measurements. Allow to dry completely. Trim all ends. If desired, using Color E, make pom-pom and attach to crown.
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Coffee Talk

Lorelai’s childhood dollhouse remains a fixture throughout the show. It is originally in her parents’ house, but Richard hand delivers it to Lorelai so it’s not destroyed. This intricate prop wasn’t only used in Gilmore Girls, it was also used in Friends.



    
BODY CHART
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KEY
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Emily’s Golf Tam

Designed by Tanis Gray

SKILL LEVEL: EASY


Lorelai: “I told her she should go out for the debating team.”

Rory: “It’s not a sport.”

Lorelai: “It is the way the Gilmores play.”

—Gilmore Girls, Season 1, Episode 3



Determined to indoctrinate Rory into their high-society lifestyle, Emily Gilmore, played by Kelly Bishop, persuades Richard to take their granddaughter to their country club after discovering she’s required to participate in a school sport. Despite protests from Lorelai, accusing them of pushing the life she ran away from onto her daughter, Rory discovers that while she may be terrible at golf (and the hat Emily provided makes her a target for teasing), getting to know her grandfather, his world, and his friends is worth exploring. Contrary to what they anticipated, both Richard and Rory have a wonderful time and begin to understand that they are more alike than they realized. This relationship continued offscreen, with Edward Herrmann saying about Alexis Bledel, “There is something about Audrey Hepburn, too, which is not actorish, it is simply this ‘presence.’ Alexis has this transparency about her—there’s no character except this extraordinary presence. It’s raw. Whatever is said to her has this ripple that goes through her. She’s extraordinary.” The two actors continued their friendship until Herrmann passed away in 2014.

Fore! Beginning with a 2x2 ribbed brim, this costume replica hat is worked in a traditional tam shape and topped with a jaunty pom-pom. A drastic increase round pushes out the body of the hat, then evenly spaced decreases rein it back in. Bands of color are worked with jogless stripes, creating unbroken and bold patterning throughout. Block it over a pie plate to exaggerate the shape, and you’ll be ready to hit the links!
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SIZES


	One size; fits most adult heads



FINISHED MEASUREMENTS


	Brim Circumference: 18 ½ in. / 47 cm (unstretched)

	Body of Hat Circumference: 28 in. / 71 cm (at widest point)

	Height: 8 in. / 20.5 cm

	Recommended fit is 1–4 in. / 2.5–10 cm of negative ease.



YARN


	DK weight yarn, shown in Berroco Vintage DK (52% acrylic, 40% wool, 8% nylon; 290 yd. / 266 m per 3 ½ oz. / 100 g hank)



COLORWAYS


	Color A: #2145 Cast Iron, 1 hank

	Color B: #2193 Yukon Green, 1 hank

	Color C: #2122 Banane, 1 hank

	Color D: #2150 Berries, 1 hank

	Color E: #2100 Snow Day, 1 hank



NEEDLES


	Size US 2 / 2.75 mm, 16 in. / 40 cm long circular needle

	Size US 3 / 3.25 mm, 16 in. / 40 cm long circular needle and set of 4 or 5 double-pointed needles or size needed to obtain gauge



NOTIONS


	Stitch marker

	Tapestry needle

	3 in. / 7.5 cm diameter pom-pom maker



GAUGE


	24 sts and 32 rows = 4 in. / 10 cm in striped pattern in the round on larger needles, taken after blocking

	Make sure to check your gauge.



PATTERN NOTES


	The tam is worked from the brim up, beginning with smaller circular needles for the ribbing, changing to the larger circular needles to work the body of the hat. When the circumference of the hat becomes too small during the crown shaping, switch to dpns for comfort.

	
The apex of the hat is topped with a pom-pom.

	As you change colors between the stripes in the body of the tam, use the Jogless Stripes method for stripes that are 2 or more rows tall to avoid jogs at the beginning of round.

	Carry Color A loosely up the inside of the tam when not in use to save on ends to weave in. You may cut or carry Colors B, C, and D as desired between the large stripes. Cut Color E when the single round is complete.






CAST ON & BRIM


	Using the smaller needle and Color A, CO 112 sts using the Long Tail cast on method. Pm for BOR and join to work in the rnd, being careful not to twist the sts.

	
Rib Rnd: (K2, p2) to end of rnd.

	Drop, do not cut, Color A.

	With Color B, work Rib Rnd 8 times total.

	Cut Color B.

	With Color A, knit 1 rnd.






BODY


	Switch to larger circular needles.

	
Inc Rnd (with Color A): K1, *M1L, k2; rep from * to last st, M1L, k1—168 sts.

	Begin Chart A, reading all rows from right to left as for working in the rnd. Work [Rows 1–57] 1 time (chart is worked 7 times across each rnd).

	When the chart is complete, 14 sts rem. Break all yarns; leave a 6 in. / 15 cm tail of Color D.

	Thread the tapestry needle with Color D, pull tail through rem live sts, and cinch closed. Secure tails to WS.
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FINISHING


	Weave in all loose ends to WS.

	Wet block the tam over a plate to exaggerate the traditional tam shaping.

	Using all 5 colors, make one 3 in. / 7.5 cm pom-pom and secure to the top of the hat, alternating the colors wrapped around the pom-pom maker to create chunks of color.
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Coffee Talk

Although Gilmore Girls takes place in the fictional town of Stars Hollow, Connecticut, most of the series was filmed on studio lots in Burbank, California. The golf course where Richard teaches Rory to play golf is Brookfield Farms in Thousand Oaks, California—the same location where exterior shots of the Independence Inn were filmed.



    
CHART A
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“I Smell Snow” Hat

Designed by Nikita Goodman

SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE


Lorelai: “I feel good. Tingly.”

Rory: “That’s called frostbite.”

—Gilmore Girls, Season 1, Episode 8



Lorelai’s love for snow and ability to smell it just before it starts is made official by her iconic line, “I smell snow,” said throughout the series. In Connecticut, New England, snow is a common occurrence in the winter, yet because Gilmore Girls was filmed in sunny Burbank, California, that made things tricky for the cast and crew. A combination of snow blankets, finely cut paper, gently falling potato flakes, and soap-based foam blown out from a machine was used to simulate fresh flurries. Actor Scott Cohen, who plays Max Medina, said, “It was a big mess because the snow machine made so much noise, we had to rerecord dialogue for all our scenes.” The costume department had to put the actors in scarves, hats, and gloves, and actress Melissa McCarthy (who played Sookie) recalls, “Sometimes we were like crammed into small things with coats on but it was actually like 112 degrees in Burbank.” Despite the cast and crew’s discomfort, snow represents important moments to Lorelai, who says, “You know that the best things in my life have happened when it snowed.”

Do you smell snow? The hat is worked in the round from the bottom up starting with a simple 1x1 ribbed brim, with stranded colorwork snowflakes and letters that spell out Lorelai’s iconic proclamation. Quick decreases close up the crown, which is then topped with a generous pom-pom. Everything is sure to be more magical when you wear this hat!
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SIZES


	One size; fits most adult heads



FINISHED MEASUREMENTS


	Circumference: 18 in. / 45.5 cm, unstretched

	Height: 8 ¾ in. / 22 cm

	Recommended fit is 1–4 in. / 2.5–10 cm of negative ease.



YARN


	DK weight yarn, shown in Yarn Café Creations Americano DK (4-ply; 100% superwash merino wool; 231 yd. / 211 m per 3 ½ oz. / 100 g hank)



COLORWAYS


	Main Color (MC): Gothic Burgundy, 1 hank

	Contrast Color (CC): Mist, 1 hank



NEEDLES


	US 6 / 4 mm, 16 in. / 40 cm long circular needle

	US 8 / 5 mm, 16 in. / 40 cm long circular needle and set of 5 double-pointed needles or size needed to obtain gauge



NOTIONS


	Stitch markers (9; 1 unique for BOR)

	Tapestry needle

	Pom-pom maker, approx. 3 ½ in. / 9 cm diameter

	US size G / 4.25 mm crochet hook (optional)

	Metal aglets (optional)

	Needle-nose pliers (optional)



GAUGE


	20 sts and 22.5 rows = 4 in. / 10 cm over stranded colorwork pattern in the round on larger needle, taken after blocking

	Make sure to check your gauge.



PATTERN NOTES


	This hat is worked in the round from the brim up, using the smaller needle for the brim, changing to the larger needle for the body of the hat.

	
The small needle should be 2 needle sizes smaller than the large needle when gauge is met.

	Written instructions are provided for the brim and crown decreases of the hat. A chart is provided for the colorwork body of the hat.

	When the circumference of the hat becomes too small for the circular needle during the crown shaping, change to dpns to finish the hat.
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CAST ON & BRIM


	Using smaller circular needle and CC, CO 90 sts using the Cable cast on method. Pm for BOR and join to work in the rnd, being careful not to twist the sts.

	
Rib Rnd: *K1, p1; rep from * to end of rnd.

	Rep Rib Rnd 4 more times.

	Break CC.

	Join MC.

	Knit 1 rnd.

	Work Rib Rnd 5 times.






BODY OF HAT


	Switch to larger needles.

	Knit 1 rnd.

	Begin Chart A, reading all rows from right to left as for working in the rnd, joining CC as required. Work [Rows 1–33] 1 time (chart is worked 1 time across each rnd). As you work Rnd 33, place a marker every 9th stitch to prepare for the crown shaping. When chart is complete, break CC. The remainder of the hat is worked with MC only.






CROWN SHAPING


	
Rnd 1 (dec): *Ssk, k5, k2tog, sm; rep from * to end of rnd—70 sts.

	
Rnd 2 (dec): *Ssk, k3, k2tog, sm; rep from * to end of rnd—50 sts.

	
Rnd 3 (dec): *Ssk, k1, k2tog, sm; rep from * to end of rnd—30 sts.

	
Rnd 4 (dec): *Sk2p; rep from * to end of rnd—10 sts.

	Break yarn, leaving a 6 in. / 15 cm tail.

	Pull tail through remaining live sts and cinch closed. Secure tails to WS.






FINISHING


	Weave in all ends and block to measurements. Allow to dry completely. Trim all ends.






POM-POM


	Using both yarns, make pom-pom and attach to crown. If you do not want your pom-pom to be removable, attach finished pom-pom directly to your hat and weave in the ends.




TO MAKE YOUR POM-POM REMOVABLE (OPTIONAL):


	
Step 1: Tie one strand of yarn very tight after cutting around the pom-pom maker to secure all the strands but do not remove the pom-pom maker.

	
Step 2: Using your crochet hook and MC, chain a 16 in. / 40.5 cm length; break yarn.

	
Step 3: Tie the chain around the pom-pom; now remove the pom-pom maker.

	
Step 4: Fluff and trim your pom-pom.

	
Step 5: Attach one aglet to each end of the chain using your needle-nose pliers. Feed the ends through the top of the hat and tie a bow. You can now attach and remove the pom-pom easily for washing purposes.
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Coffee Talk

When the cast gathered to shoot the promotional poster for Season 1 of Gilmore Girls, they were dressed for winter. Actress Melissa McCarthy revealed, “Someone passed out, like just out cold because we were all in coats and trying to look blustery.”



    
CHART A
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    CHART B
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