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On Homes




I should learn never to say never. Over the last few years, I moved into a smaller Tulsa
        house and sold my second home. I was going to simplify my life. But then I found a wonderful
        new Tulsa house and a second home in Cashiers, North Carolina, that I simply couldn’t
        resist. I’ve started all over again. 

My life as an author has taken the same path. My last book, Details,
        was to be the last. Then I designed more homes. They were so beautiful and exceptional and I
        learned so much in the process that I found myself thinking, Why, these rooms need to be
        published! And so, this book. 

Charles Faudree Home gives me the opportunity to share more of my
        designs and explore in detail what I’ve learned through the years about the ingredients of a
        home and its place in our lives. What is home? What makes it special? What makes it truly
        yours? These are the questions that make my life so interesting. Everyone has a different
        definition, and as a decorator it’s my job to help people find their perfect answer. 

Over the years there has been a shift in the basic requirements for a home. Twenty years
        ago people wanted a good bar; now they want security and a simpler lifestyle. Transitional
        style with its pared-down design is a response to this change in preference. I respond to
        the idea of paring down, too, but I like my simpler life to include my favorite collections
        and a great mix of fabric and furniture. 

On a practical level, individual needs vary widely, and those needs have to be fulfilled
        by the home’s design. People use their rooms differently. Some people want to be able to eat
        in every room in the house. Some want to do jigsaw puzzles in a certain room and some want a
        piano. A lady with a spectacular collection of scarves must have a closet that is designed
        to accommodate them. 

The trick is to satisfy these everyday concerns while creating an environment that is an
        expression of the people who live there. We’ve all known someone who seems ill at ease in
        their own skin. Unfortunately the same situation can exist with people and their homes. The
        design of a house can be an awkward fit for its owners. It has to complement them and their
        lives or, no matter how polished and coordinated, it is a failure. 

The single most important ingredient in a home is that it must have a soul. I might wind
        up in a single room one day, but it will be mine; it will represent me. My friend Miss Pam
        says my home is made up of playful arrangements of beautiful things that make my guests
        happy. It is a good description of what I want my home to be. 

I am a big believer that a home should have humor and not give you the feeling of being
        wound up too tight. It should reflect your whole life. It will change because your life is
        changing. In Charles Faudree Home I’ll show you how different designs
        can work to add convenience and beauty to every part of your home. 

I am privileged to have friends—designers, artists, family and clients—who have the knack
        of creating wonderful homes in whatever space they happen to occupy. I have asked a few of
        them to introduce the sections that follow to add their unique insights on how to make the
        most of the rooms we live in. I hope you’ll enjoy and be inspired by what you see and our
        observations about home.



        
            
                
                    
                        
Entry and Hallway Design

                    

                

            

            
by Francie Faudree

            The entry is my favorite design space, the most frequented and observed of all the
                public spaces in a home. It is the first and last place your guests see and the area
                they linger in the longest. A visually stunning entry not only welcomes and wows
                your guests; it defines your aesthetic as an individual. 

            May I offer some suggestions? 

            
                
                    	
                        Make it beautiful and warm. 

                    

                    	
                        Don’t make it bizarre or shocking. 

                    

                    	
                        Offer your best, but not in a pretentious manner. 

                    

                    	
                        Use original art that speaks to you personally. 

                    

                    	
                        Don’t make it a dark place unless it is a tiny, jewel-box space. 

                    

                

            

            Your entry says hello in your best-dressed way and good-bye in a memorable way as
                well. First impressions are lasting. 

            I like to tell people that I taught Charles everything he knows about decorating—I am
                his sister—but in reality, my suggestions for designing entry halls come with the
                advantage of years spent watching Charles work his decorating magic. 

            The entry in my home is an example of his core design principles as my husband, Dale,
                and I have interpreted them. A fine antique French commode—Charles’s favorite entry
                hall furnishing—holds two French oil lamps that contribute the symmetry of pairs and
                a large painting by Zoun that reflects our taste in art. A Swedish sofa offers
                temporary seating, a nearby end table is available to hold a package or purse, and a
                giltwood mirror is handy for checking lipstick. 

            Undoubtedly the standout piece in our entry, a sixteenth-century carved wooden
                blackamoor reflects Charles’s taste, because for twenty years it belonged to him.
                Every time we visited my brother, Dale ask him to “Put my name on this piece . . .
                just in case you go first.” Charles is a kind and generous man. He relinquished the
                coveted blackamoor to Dale on his sixtieth birthday. The gift illustrated another of
                my brother’s design credos: One of the best ways to enjoy your design treasures is
                to share them with others. 
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                        Personal items add flavor to decorating. In Darwin and Linda James’
                            home, I used the owners’ riding boots beneath a painting of hunting
                            boots to create a wallscape that draws the eye to the end of the
                            hallway. An antique French horse head from a butcher’s shop enhances the
                            equestrian theme.
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                        Hallways can be more than bypasses used to avoid tramping through
                            every room in the house. They can be functional as well as beautiful,
                            offering temporary resting places for packages, purses and even people.
                            This long hallway gave me the opportunity to include two iron consoles
                            and a chair in addition to the bracketed painting wallscape. A lovely
                            antique French clock defines the far wall. 
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                        A landing in Darwin and Linda James’ home has the charm of a small
                            room. The French commode holds a custom pewter lamp that adds warmth as
                            well as lighting to the setting.
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                        The indoor use of an antique garden figure adds a touch of whimsy to
                            the entry. The stag resting on top of a French baker’s table and the
                            twig mirror reflecting it underscore the woodsy setting of Mark and
                            Cassie Shires’ country home.
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                        I love using different elements in my designs. In Jeff and Sheryl
                            Bashaw’s entry I used a simple wine-tasting table to contrast with the
                            formal French elegance of the staircase and chandelier. Art from
                            different periods adds to the mix.
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                        My sister, Francie, said in the introduction to this section that your
                            entry “ . . . not only welcomes and wows your guests; it defines your
                            design aesthetic as an individual.” The James entry is a good
                            illustration. It reveals owners with elegant style and a partiality to
                            all things French. And there is definitely a “wow” factor to this formal
                            greeting area. A Regence fruitwood commode anchors the space and is
                            flanked by a pair of Régence fauteuil
                                    oreilles, or wing chairs.
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                        A Louis XVI garniture ormolu mantel clock with coordinating candelabra
                            is a rare find that makes an impressive display in a formal
                            entry.
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                        Commodes are my favorite entry furnishings. The distressed finish of
                            the Dennis and Leen commode in Steve and Gayle Allen’s entry blends with
                            the staircase paneling to create a subtle backdrop for a stone sculpture
                            and onyx-and-crystal hurricane vases. 
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                        A formal French entry that is faithful in every detail is lighted by a
                            Belle Époch ormolu and crystal lustre chandelier.
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                        My entry is an expression of my love of all things French, especially
                            Country French antiques. A French Régence bow-front commode holds an
                            impressive terra-cotta pot au
                                feu, or pot with light, reflected in an 18th-century
                            trumeau mirror. The flanking brackets hold rare tole figures that seem
                            to celebrate a happy country life. 
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                        A generous farm table allowed me to display a variety of interesting
                            accessories in Stewart and Kate Beal’s entry hall. Kate is the owner of
                            an antique and gift store, and I wanted to create a welcoming entry hall
                            that reflected her enthusiasm for collecting. A Louis XVI slipper chair
                            introduces the soft color palette used throughout the home
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                        A statue of Joan of Arc celebrating the heroine of the Hundred Years’
                            War is one of many ornaments in the home with a French background. The
                            entry tablescape also includes porcelain flowers by Pamela Tidwell.
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                        A French painted commode by Niermann Weeks is flanked by Louis XVI
                            side chairs in the entry hall. Completing the setting, a hydrangea
                            bouquet and porcelain foxgloves add floral emphasis to the pastoral
                            painting of an antique trumeau mirror.
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                        The entry I designed for the Cashiers 2011 Designer Showhouse gave me
                            the opportunity to layer wonderful old cabin architecture with European
                            antiques.
                    

                    
                        Double doors open toward a Swedish commode flanked by Louis XVI
                            provincial side chairs and topped with a marvelous Mettlach bowl of
                            apples. The bulls-eye mirror is my own, a treasure piece I found on one
                            of my early trips to England.
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                        An antique garden table adds contrast to more luxurious French
                            furnishings and links the garden terrace that introduces the entry I
                            designed for the Cashiers 2011 Showhouse. An antique birdcage used as
                            wall decor also serves to conceal a kitchen pass through.
                    

                

            

            
                [image: Photo of a hallway.]
                
                    
                        Lila and Woolsey, perched on a bench from the Charles Faudree
                            Collection for Thayer Furniture, wait for a walk in Stewart and Kate
                            Beal’s entry hall.
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                        The light scale of an antique Swedish sofa is a perfect fit for the
                            small confines of an upstairs landing. I finished the space with crystal
                            lamps, a wallscape centered on a charming framed pattern painting of an
                            Aubusson rug, and a fauteuil chair covered in “Pablo” by Décor de Paris.
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                        The chink and log construction of the Cashiers 2011 Designer Showhouse
                            was a perfect foil for my entry hall design, including Louis XV, Louis
                            XVI and Directoire chairs. The walls were also a great contrast to the
                            antique French wallpaper I framed as artwork. A Lucite table and an
                            Oushak rug add interest to the setting.
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                        An antique trophy cup used as a pencil holder offers a small example
                            of the pleasing results you can achieve from repurposing accessories.
                            Although it is what it seems, a silver dog inkwell adds more charm to
                            the desktop arrangement in the entry hall.
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                        Covered in “Jute Herringbone” by Greff, an English daybed provides
                            convenient entry hall seating layered with a rich variety of pillows.
                            Above it, an antique American Primitive painting of a young girl
                            highlights pecky cypress paneling. 
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                        Francie says, “If something doesn’t fit, force it.” She’s joking, of
                            course, but there is often a way to get around limited space. I wanted
                            seating in a narrow upstairs hallway, and while there weren’t many
                            options, I was able to fit diminutive French side chairs whose lack of
                            heft is more than made up for by the striking “Cavallo” fabric by Nancy
                            Corzine that covers them. A collection of hand-colored bird engravings
                            surrounding a Directoire trumeau mirror completes the setting.
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                        A wonderful antique tole jardinière filled with mountain greenery
                            greets visitors in this Cashiers entry. Rare carved dolphin candlesticks
                            made into lamps mounted on Lucite and finished with Fortuny shades
                            complete the tablescape.
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