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  HELP US KEEP THIS GUIDE UP TO DATE




  Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—trails are rerouted, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, etc.




  We appreciate hearing from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:




  Globe Pequot Press




  Reader Response/Editorial Department




  246 Goose Lane, Suite 200




  Guilford, CT 06437




  Thanks for your input, and happy trails!
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Introduction





  Albuquerque, surrounded by towering mountains and scenic canyons, is an outdoor-oriented city. Hundreds of miles of trails surround the city, offering quick foot escapes for both resident and visiting hikers. The weather also cooperates, with plentiful sunshine and generally light rainfall and snow allowing year-round hiking adventures. Best Hikes Albuquerque describes the finest hikes and trails for hikers within an hour or so drive of the city.




  Whether you’re on a tight schedule and want a quick outdoor outing or need a full day to wander up a rocky canyon, the hikes in this book allow you to find a day hike suitable for your abilities and time constraints. The hikes include easy nature strolls for families and kids and barrier-free trail sections that are wheelchair accessible. All of the trailheads are easily reached by vehicle and have designated parking lots. Some trailheads offer hiker facilities, including drinking water and restrooms. The hikes are also rated by difficulty from easy to strenuous. Check the Trail Finder to help you decide which trail is best for your hiking party.


  [image: Looking north from JA Volcano to Black Volcano in Petroglyph National Monument.]




  Looking north from JA Volcano to Black Volcano in Petroglyph National Monument.




  One of the best ways to enjoy, understand, and appreciate Albuquerque and New Mexico is by exploring its diverse terrain on foot. Trails take you away from busy highways and city roads and into ancient landscapes preserved in dry, rarified air; past alpine ponds ringed by windswept grass; up canyons below shining mountains; and to the summits of high peaks with views that stretch to distant horizons. Out there on the trail, hikers learn about New Mexico’s rich Native American heritage at archaeological sites, discover the state’s fascinating geologic story, and enjoy varied ecosystems from arid deserts and cliff-lined canyons to wetlands teeming with wildlife and subalpine forests atop mountain ranges.






  Best Hikes Albuquerque is about walking for pleasure—about the joy of lacing up your boots, shouldering a pack, and setting off down a trail into the natural world. Pick a trail and follow your feet. You’ll find you can go just about anywhere in New Mexico.


  

  Albuquerque Weather


  


  Albuquerque, one of Americas sunniest cities, receives 310 days of sunshine each year. The area’s mild climate and low humidity offers perfect conditions for hiking adventures, but be prepared for dramatic temperature changes between daylight and nighttime.




    [image: A rare winter snowfall blankets yucca along the Domingo Baca Trail.]




  A rare winter snowfall blankets yucca along the Domingo Baca Trail.




  Summer days are usually in the 90s in the lower elevations and the 70s and low 80s atop the Sandia Crest. Heavy thunderstorms accompanied by dangerous lightning regularly occur during the monsoon season in July and August when moist air pushes north from Mexico. The shoulder seasons in spring and autumn are ideal for hiking, with warm, dry days, although spring afternoons are often windy. Albuquerque winters are mild, with daytime temperatures in the upper 40s and 50s and low snowfall. The surrounding mountains, however, are a different story, with snow and ice encasing the upper-elevation trails until the temperature warms and the snow melts in April.




  

    LIGHTNING SAFETY




  Stay safe from lightning strikes by following the 30/30 rule. Take shelter indoors or move to a safe location away from tall trees, fences, and power poles if there are less than 30 seconds between the time that you hear thunder and see lightning. Assume the safe lightning position, squatting or sitting with your arms wrapped around your legs, and wait for 30 minutes after the last lightning flash.







 
Practice Zero-Impact Philosophy


 

  


  

  Albuquerque, surrounded by towering mountains and scenic canyons, is simply one of the best cities in the American West to get outside and enjoy wild nature. With all the hikers and outdoor enthusiasts in the Albuquerque region, it’s important to practice a zero-impact philosophy so that the area’s natural resources and its trails are protected from overuse and a positive outdoor experience is maintained for all back-country visitors. Use the following zero-impact suggestions to make both your own as well as everyone else’s hike enjoyable and to protect New Mexico’s spectacular natural world.




  Zero-impact is about responsible outdoor ethics, including staying on the trail, not cutting switchbacks, packing out litter, keeping your dog leashed and picking up its poop, disposing properly of human waste, and leaving the environment as pristine as possible. Mountain, prairie, and desert ecosystems and environments are fragile and sensitive to human use. The marks of humans, including social trails carved by inconsiderate hikers and land damage from ATVs and motorcycles, linger for years on this arid landscape.




    [image: Tall cottonwoods line the bosque on the River Loop Trail at the Albuquerque Open Space Visitor Center Trails.]




  Tall cottonwoods line the bosque on the River Loop Trail at the Albuquerque Open Space Visitor Center Trails.




 

    FALCONGUIDES PRINCIPLES OF ZERO IMPACT




  Always stay on the trail. Cutting switchbacks or traveling cross-country causes erosion and destroys plants. Popular hiking areas are often braided with social trails from careless hikers going off-trail or shortcutting. Try to always follow the main route whenever possible. The mountains, especially steep and rocky slopes, are susceptible to erosion caused by unthinking off-trail hiking.




  Pack it in—pack it out. Everything you carry and use, including food wrappers, orange peels, cigarette butts, plastic bottles, and energy-bar wrappers, needs to come out with you and be deposited in a trash can. Carry a plastic bag for picking up other trash along the trail. Also, remember to pick up your dog’s waste and pack it out in a reclosable bag for proper disposal. Many bad dog owners leave their pet’s feces in the middle of the trail. That’s just gross.




  Respect public and private property, including livestock fences, mining claims, and archaeological and historic sites. Federal laws protect all archaeological and historic antiquities, including Native American artifacts, projectile points, ancient ruins, petroglyphs and other rock art sites, fossilized bone and petrified wood, and historic sites, including old cabins and corrals. Don’t carve your name on a rock surface or a tree. Leave natural features, like flowers and rocks, where you found them. Enjoy their beauty but leave them for the next hiker.




  Properly dispose of human waste. Pooping outside is harmful to water sources and fragile desert and mountain environments as well as being unsightly and stinky. Carry a WAG bag, a self-contained poop unit to collect and carry your waste in the backcountry, on all of your hikes. Each puncture-resistant unit contains a NASA-developed solidifying agent, hand sanitizer, powder to hide odors, and toilet paper. Just squat, poop, seal the pouch, and dispose at the trailhead. The solidifier breaks down and deodorizes the waste, allowing you to safely toss the used WAG bag in the trash. In an emergency, dig a cat hole about 6 inches deep and at least 300 feet from water sources and dry washes. Do not burn or bury toilet paper. Instead, pack it out in a reclosable baggie and dispose of it later. The best thing to do, of course, is to use the public restrooms that are found at many of the trailheads before or after your hike.




  Take only photographs and good memories. We can easily avoid leaving any evidence of our passage across Albuquerque’s gorgeous and delicate desert and mountain environments. With care and sensitivity, we as hikers can do our part to keep central New Mexico and Albuquerque beautiful, clean, and pristine. Don’t pick flowers, pick up rocks, or take anything with you when you leave. If everyone took just one item, it wouldn’t be long before nothing special was left. Leave your souvenirs for other hikers to enjoy on their hike.





  Every hiker should adopt a zero-impact ethic to minimize his or her impact on this beautiful land. It’s our responsibility to pay attention to our effect on the environment so that we can ensure that all these fabulous trails will remain as wild refuges from the urban environment.






 Be Prepared for Hiking Adventures


 

  


  

  Hiking, while immensely rewarding, also comes with hazards and inherent risks, especially for those who come unprepared. Respect the mountain and desert environments and be prepared for emergencies, and you’ll be safe. Remember that many dangers are found in the greater Albuquerque area.




  You must assume responsibility for your actions and the safety of yourself and your hiking party. Be aware of your surroundings and dangers, including drop-offs, cliffs, and loose rock; the weather; and the physical condition of both your party and you. Never be afraid to turn around if conditions aren’t right. Pay attention to those bad feelings—they keep you alive.




  Here are a few suggestions to be prepared for emergencies on your hike:




  

	Bring extra clothes and a raincoat, especially in the mountains. The weather can change in an instant. Heavy thunderstorms regularly occur on summer afternoons and cold, wet clothing can lead to hypothermia.








	New Mexico has the eighth-most lightning strikes of any state in the United States, with almost 800,000 each year. Severe thunderstorms fed by moist tropical air during the monsoon season in July and August guarantee lightning almost every day. Pay attention to the weather and get off high places before a storm arrives. If you can hear thunder, you’re probably not safe.








	The New Mexican air is thin, and the sun is bright. Summer temperatures are usually hot. Use sunscreen to avoid damaging sunburns and wear a hat.








	Carry plenty of water and sports drinks for electrolyte replacement due to sweating. Don’t drink any water from streams unless you treat and purify it.








	If you’re coming from a lower elevation, watch for symptoms of altitude sickness, including headache, nausea, and loss of appetite. The best cure is to lose elevation.








	Allow enough time for your hike. If you start in the late afternoon, bring a headlamp or flashlight so you can see the trail in the dark.







 

    NEW MEXICO’S HIGHS AND LOWS




  New Mexico’s lowest point is a mere 2,842 feet above sea level in the southeastern part of the state, at the northern end of Red Bluff Reservoir on the Pecos River. The state’s highest point is 13,161-foot Wheeler Peak, a snowcapped mountain in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains northeast of Taos.





    
[image: Volcanic tuff cliffs tower above the Main Loop Trail and the ruins of Tyuonyi at Bandelier National Monument.]





  Volcanic tuff cliffs tower above the Main Loop Trail and the ruins of Tyuonyi at Bandelier National Monument.




	Bring plenty of high-energy snacks for the trail and treats for the youngsters.




	Wear comfortable hiking shoes and good socks. Your feet will thank you for that. To avoid blisters, break in your shoes before wearing them in the backcountry.




	Enjoy wildlife you see along the trail, but keep your distance and treat the animals with respect. Cute little animals can bite and spread diseases like rabies. Watchful mother animals, including mule deer and black bears, are protective of their babies. Rattlesnakes are often found on low-elevation trails. Watch where you place your hands and feet. Don’t feed wildlife to avoid disrupting their natural eating habits.




	Carry a day pack to tote all your trail needs, including a raincoat, food, water bottle, first-aid kit, flashlight, matches, and extra clothes. A whistle, GPS unit, topo map, binoculars, camera, pocketknife, and FalconGuides identification book for plants and animals are all handy additions. And don’t forget your Best Hikes Albuquerque book!







 

    THE TEN ESSENTIALS




  The Ten Essentials are easy to carry and will help you survive. The purpose of carrying the Ten Essentials is twofold: to allow you to respond positively to an accident or emergency and to allow you to survive one or more nights outside. It’s best to carry most of the Ten Essentials in your hiking pack on a major trek like the Pino Trail or Domingo Baca Trail up the western flank of the Sandia Mountains so that you will be prepared for any emergency.




  These are the essential items to carry:




  

	Navigation. Bring a map, compass, GPS unit, and extra batteries.






  

	Sun protection. Sunscreen is essential to protect from the burning rays of the high-altitude sun as well as lip balm and either baby powder or Gold Bond powder for chafing.






  

	Insulation. Bring plenty of clothing and dress in layers. Waterproof outer gear is essential.






  

	Illumination. Bring a headlamp and extra batteries in case you have to hike down in the dark.






  

	First-aid supplies. A small first-aid kit with bandages, Band-Aids, and basic medical supplies is important.






  

	Fire. Bring a lighter and box of matches to start a fire for warmth if you are benighted.






  

	Repair kit and tools. A multiuse tool or pocketknife along with some duct tape can repair torn gear.






  

	Nutrition. Pack plenty of food. Bring extra energy bars to stash in your pack. You may need them if you get lost.






  

	Hydration. Bring plenty of water. In summer bring a minimum of three quarts of water. You can substitute a sports drink for one of them or bring powder to mix in water. You can refill your water bottles or CamelBak at many trailheads.






  

	Emergency shelter. It’s easy to pack a lightweight space blanket or ultralight tarp for shelter from the storm.
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  The Slot Canyon Trail squeezes between sculptured walls at Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument.




  
How to Use This Guide





  Take a close enough look, and you’ll find that this guide contains just about everything you need to choose and enjoy a hike near Albuquerque. Here’s an outline of the book’s major components.




  Each hike starts with a summary of the hike’s highlights. These quick overviews give you a taste of the hiking adventures to follow. You’ll learn about the trail terrain and what surprises each route offers.




  Following the overview, you’ll find the hike specs: quick, nitty-gritty details of the hike. These specs include: Distance: The total distance of the recommended route—one way for a loop hike or round-trip for an out-and-back or lollipop hike. Options are additional.




  Hiking time: The average time it will take to cover the route. It is based on the total distance, elevation gain, and condition and difficulty of the trail. Your fitness level will also affect your time.




  Difficulty: Each hike has been assigned a level of difficulty. The rating system was developed from several sources and personal experience. These levels are meant to be a guideline only and may prove easier or harder for different people depending on ability and physical fitness.




  Easy—Five miles or less total trip distance in one day, with minimal elevation gain and paved or smooth-surfaced dirt trail.




  Moderate—Up to 10 miles total trip distance in one day, with moderate elevation gain and potentially rough terrain.




  Strenuous—More than 10 miles total trip distance in one day, with strenuous elevation gain and/or rough or rocky terrain.




  Best seasons: General information on the best time of year to hike.




  Schedule: Days and hours the trail and visitor center, offices, etc., are open to the public. Unless restrictions are stated, the trail is open 24 hours, and if the park is open, the trails are open.




  Other trail users: Such as horseback riders, mountain bikers, inline skaters, trail runners, etc.




  Canine compatibility: Know the trail regulations before you take your dog hiking with you. Dogs are not allowed on several trails in this book.




  Fees and permits: Whether you need to carry any money with you for park entrance fees, parking, and permits.




  Maps: A list of other maps to supplement the maps in this book. USGS maps are the best source for accurate topographical information, but the local park map may show more recent trails. Use both.




  Trail contact: This is the location, phone number, and website URL for the local land manager(s) in charge of the trails within the selected hike. Get trail access information before you head out, or contact the land manager after your visit if you see problems with trail erosion, damage, or misuse.




   
[image: Stop at the sculpture garden at the start of the Pino Trail before heading into the Sandias.]





  Stop at the sculpture garden at the start of the Pino Trail before heading into the Sandias.




  Special considerations: This section calls your attention to specific trail hazards, like hunting seasons or a lack of water, and other safety information.




  Finding the trailhead: Gives you dependable driving directions to where you’ll want to park, as well as GPS coordinates for the start of the hike.




  The Hike is the heart of the chapter. Detailed and honest, it’s a carefully researched impression and description of the trails on the hike. It also often includes lots of area history, both natural and human.




  Under Miles and Directions, mileage cues identify all turns and trail name changes, as well as points of interest.




  Options and Extra Credit hikes are also given for many trails to make your journey shorter or longer depending on your time limitations. Don’t feel restricted to the routes and trails that are mapped here. Be adventurous and use this guide as a platform to discover new routes for yourself.






 How to Use the Maps


 

  


  

  Overview map: This map shows the location of each hike in the Albuquerque area by hike number.




  Route map: This is your primary map and guide to each hike. It shows all of the access roads and trails, points of interest, water, landmarks, and geographical features. It also distinguishes trails from roads and paved roads from unpaved roads. The selected route is highlighted, and directional arrows point the way.




   
[image: Petroglyphs along the Piedras Marcadas Canyon Trail depict Kokopelli, the ancient flute player of the Ancestral Puebloans.]



  Petroglyphs along the Piedras Marcadas Canyon Trail depict Kokopelli, the ancient flute player of the Ancestral Puebloans.
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Albuquerque Area





  [image: A pond reflects the sky and the Sandia Mountains at Rio Grande Nature Center State Park.]




  A pond reflects the sky and the Sandia Mountains at Rio Grande Nature Center State Park.




  




  

    
1 Rio Grande Nature Center Trails





    




    Rio Grande Nature Center State Park provides an escape to nature in the heart of Albuquerque. This 1.35-mile-long loop hike passes through cottonwoods along the Rio Grande and offers scenery and good bird watching.




    




    

      Distance: 1.35-mile lollipop




      Hiking time: About 1 hour




      Difficulty: Easy




      Best seasons: Spring and fall are best. Winters can be cold but dry. Summer is hot.




      Schedule: Open daily 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day.




      Other trail users: Bicyclists on first trail section




      Canine compatibility: No dogs allowed




      Fees and permits: Fee per vehicle; free to walk or bike into park




      Maps: USGS Los Griegos; trail map available at visitor center and on website




      Trail contact: Rio Grande Nature Center State Park, 2901 Candelaria Rd. NW, Albuquerque 87107; (505) 344-7240; www.emnrd.state.nm.us/spd/riograndenaturecenterstatepark.html




      Special considerations: Trails are accessed from Candelaria Road outside the park entrance before and after park hours. Park on the street where legal and walk west on the trail to a canal. Parking lot gates are locked at 5 p.m. and vehicles left in the lot are locked in overnight. If you plan on being on the trail after 5 p.m., park outside the gate.




      Finding the trailhead: From I-40 in Albuquerque, take exit 157A to Rio Grande Boulevard. Turn right (north) onto Rio Grande Boulevard NW and drive 1.4 miles to Candelaria Road NW. Turn left (northwest) onto Candelaria Road NW and drive 0.6 mile to the park entrance. Turn right onto a park road and drive 500 feet to a large parking area east of the visitor center (GPS: 35.129682 N / -106.682616 W). Start from a trailhead on the west side of the parking lot (GPS: 35.129551 N / -106.682995 W), and hike 400 feet to a trail junction with a short trail to the visitor center. Begin the hike on the west side of the center.


    


  




  The Hike




  




  The 38-acre Rio Grande Nature Center State Park lies along the east bank of the Rio Grande northwest of downtown Albuquerque. The park offers a fun family-friendly trail system that weaves through open woods along the river. The park and trails are on the Rio Grande flyway, a well-used migration route for birds and waterfowl. Bring binoculars and a bird book to spot some of the 250 different species of birds that live in or migrate through Albuquerque. The trail passes through a bosque, or riverside forest, which offers tall cottonwood trees that shade hikers and provide valuable habitat for riparian wildlife, including sandhill cranes, beavers, porcupines, coyotes, turtles, roadrunners, great blue herons, and bald eagles in winter.




  North of the parking lots and visitor center is a wildlife preserve with Observation Pond and Candelaria Wetlands that attract migratory waterfowl. The area is closed to public visitation, but three wildlife viewing areas allow visitors to see birds. Wildlife Rescue of New Mexico has a wildlife rehab center on the south side of the park. The visitor center, with hands-on exhibits, workshops, seminars, educational programs, and wildlife presentations, is the perfect place to learn about the bosque and the Rio Grande. Visit the center either before or after your hike.




  [image: Hikers pause on the bank of the Rio Grande on the River Loop Trail at Rio Grande Nature Center State Park.]




  Hikers pause on the bank of the Rio Grande on the River Loop Trail at Rio Grande Nature Center State Park.




  Hikers also park vehicles at the nature center to access other trails along the Rio Grande, including the multiuse Paseo del Bosque and Aldo Leopold Trails, which pass through the state park. The popular and paved Paseo del Bosque Trail runs from north to south for 16 miles along the Rio Grande through Albuquerque, and the 1.26-mile Aldo Leopold Trail (Hike 2), named for a famous conservationist, heads north through the bosque horn the state park. These are part of Albuquerque’s 400-mile multiuse trail system.




  Begin the hike at a trailhead on the west side of the parking lot. Follow a trail for 400 feet to a junction, with a right turn going through a culvert tunnel into the park visitor center. The hike continues west on the marked trail for 400 feet to a bridge across Riverside Drain, a canal east of the river. Cross the bridge to a set of stairs and the junction of the Paseo del Bosque Trail and the Aldo Leopold Trail, which heads right.




  Climb the stairs and cross the paved Paseo del Bosque Trail, then descend a short hill to a trail junction at 0.1 mile. The hike makes two loops from this junction, following the 0.64-mile Bosque Loop Trail and the 0.55-mile River Loop Trail before returning to this junction.




  The first 400-foot segment turns right (north) at the junction on the Bosque Loop Trail. Hike to a bridge over the Silvery Minnow Channel and continue to another trail junction at 0.25 mile from the visitor center. Go right (north) at the junction on the River Loop Trail.




  Hike northwest on the dirt trail for 0.2 mile through a shady cottonwood forest to a sharp bend above the Rio Grande. Step west to the riverbank for a good view across the Rio Grande’s broad muddy channel. At the elbow bend 0.35 mile from the visitor center, make a left turn and head southwest along the riverbank, going up and down wooden stairs. After hiking 0.2 mile along the river from the elbow bend, the trail reaches an open area with spacious views of the brown river. The trail turns left here and heads southeast for 0.1 mile to the junction of the River Loop Trail and Bosque Loop Trail. Turn right (south) onto the Bosque Loop Trail, the final hike segment.




    
[image: Hikers walk on the sandy River Loop Trail through the bosque along the Rio Grande.]





  Hikers walk on the sandy River Loop Trail through the bosque along the Rio Grande.




 

  The hike goes south through the open bosque woodland and after 0.2 mile from the junction reaches a bridge over the Silvery Minnow Channel, a usually dry overflow channel for the Rio Grande that fills with water during spring runoff and flooding for the endangered silvery minnow fish. Continue another 0.1 mile to a trail junction, where a short path goes right to the riverbank. The hike bends left (east) at the junction on the Bosque Loop Trail and heads northeast.




  You reach the original junction at the end of the Bosque Loop Trail at 1.25 miles. Turn right (east) to return to the Rio Grande Nature Center State Park visitor center in 0.1 mile for a 1.35-mile round-trip hike.




  Miles and Directions




  


  0.0 Leave the trailhead at the parking lot (GPS: 35.129551 N / -106.682995 W) and walk west for 400 feet to a trail junction. Go right to the Rio Grande Visitor Center if desired. The hike goes west. Walk another 400 feet to a bridge over the Riverside Drain. Continue to the junction with the Paseo de Bosque Trail (GPS: 35.130965 N / -106.684966 W).




  0.1 Reach the junction of the Bosque and River Loop Trails. Turn right (north) on the Bosque Loop Trail.




  0.2 Cross a bridge over Silvery Minnow Channel to a junction. Go right (north) on the River Loop Trail.




  0.4 The trail makes a sharp left turn and heads southwest near the riverbank.




  0.6 The trail reaches a river overlook and makes a sharp left (southeast) turn.




  0.7 Reach the junction with the Bosque Loop Trail. Turn right and hike southwest on the Bosque Loop Trail.




   

  
[image: Rio Grande Nature Center Trails]







  0.9 The trail makes a left turn and crosses a bridge over Silvery Minnow Channel.




  1.0 Reach a trail junction. Go left on the Bosque Loop Trail. The trail to the right leads west to a viewing area of the Rio Grande.




  1.25 Reach the trail junction and end of the Bosque Loop Trail. Go right and hike east back to the visitor center.




  1.35 Arrive back at the west side of the visitor center.




  Area Info


  


  Friends of the Rio Grande Nature Center, 2901 Candelaria Rd. NW, Albuquerque; (505) 344-7240; www.emnrd.state.nm.us/spd/riograndenaturecenterstatepark.html




 




  

    
2 Aldo Leopold Trail





    




    The Aldo Leopold Trail, beginning at Rio Grande Nature Center State Park, is an out-and-back hike that explores the cottonwood bosque on the eastern bank of the Rio Grande, offering scenic views and wildlife observation northwest of downtown Albuquerque.




  




  

    Distance: 2.8 miles out and back with loop at end




    Hiking time: About 1.5 hours




    Difficulty: Easy




    Best seasons: Spring and fall are best. Winters can be cold but dry. Summer is hot.




    Schedule: Open daily 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. year-round




    Other trail users: Mountain bikers




    Canine compatibility: No dogs allowed




    Fees and permits: State park fee per vehicle; walk or bike in for free from nature center




    Maps: USGS Los Griegos; trail map available at nature center




    Trail contacts: Albuquerque Parks & Recreation, (505) 768-5353; Open Space Visitor Center, 6500 Coors Blvd. NW, Albuquerque 87120; (505) 897-8831; www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/open-space/open-space-visitor-center




    Special considerations: Reach the trail from the Candelaria Road access path outside the state park entrance before and after designated park hours. Parking lot gates are locked at 5 p.m. and vehicles left in the lot are locked in overnight. Park outside the gate if you plan on being on the trail after 5 p.m.




    Finding the trailhead: From I-40 in Albuquerque, take exit 157A to Rio Grande Boulevard. Turn right (north) on Rio Grande Boulevard NW and drive 1.4 miles to Candelaria Road NW. Turn left (northwest) onto Candelaria Road NW and drive 0.6 mile to the entrance to Rio Grande Nature Center State Park. Turn right into the park and drive 500 feet north to a large parking area and the trailhead on the west side of the lot. GPS: 35.129551 N / -106.682995 W.
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