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TO MY KIDS AND HUSBAND, MY FAVORITE ADVENTURE BUDDIES.
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Introduction

Snuggled up to the Great Smoky Mountains in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, Dollywood is more than a theme park; it’s a special place where the thrill of roller coasters, the magic of live entertainment, and the warmth of good ol’ Southern hospitality converge. Wander through the gates of the park and you’ll find yourself making lasting memories and experiencing unforgettable adventures. Also, it’s just a darn fun place to spend a day!

With rides that run the gamut from heart pounders that send adrenaline coursing through your veins to gentle journeys that immerse you in a theme, Dollywood has something for everyone. Beyond the rides, you can take in one of the dazzling shows that demonstrate the talents of performers who will leave you breathless with their artistry. Just like Dolly Parton’s vibrant storytelling through her music, Dollywood is a place where heritage and tradition are celebrated. Be whisked away to the past in Craftsman’s Valley, where skilled artisans create handcrafted goods right before your very eyes. Discover the rich culture of the Appalachian region through music, dance, and arts that pay homage to the area’s history. Make sure you come hungry, because there are many opportunities for sampling mouthwatering Southern cuisine, from award-winning barbecue at Hickory House BBQ to the immensely popular cinnamon bread sold inside the historic Grist Mill.

But when you finally arrive on Showstreet and take a glimpse at a park map, you may feel a little overwhelmed. What to see? What to do? Where to begin?

In The Ultimate Guide to Dollywood, you’ll be introduced to a handpicked set of sights, sounds, tastes, and experiences to help guide you through the main park and other Dollywood properties. Whether you’re a first-timer or frequent flier to the park, or you’re an armchair traveler simply interested in learning more, this book is a super-helpful guide to the popular must-sees and the lesser-known hidden gems. Use it to plan your visit before you arrive, keep it tucked in your bag for easy reference during your stay, or share your favorite facts over some home cookin’ with friends—whatever works best for you!

Organized as if you were actually walking through the park, each of the one hundred entries in this book includes a quick reference sidebar for important stats, a detailed overview, and other juicy tidbits to make sure you don’t miss out on anything interesting. You’ll also learn plenty of fun Dolly facts! Chapters 1 through 8 focus on specific areas within the main park, while Chapter 9 homes in on the roster of seasonal festivals in Dollywood. The final chapter explores a handful of attractions in Dollywood’s Splash Country, details the fun and exhilarating experience of Dolly Parton’s Stampede Dinner Attraction, and outlines the various resort accommodations available to visitors. By the time you’re done reading, you’ll be itching to pack your suitcase and head to East Tennessee.

Each chapter also includes a map of the areas discussed, so you can flip back to these handy references whether you’re in the park or sitting at home taking a vicarious trip to the Smokies. Now grab a comfy chair and kick up your feet—it’s time to take a deep dive into the best of what Dollywood has to offer!
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CHAPTER ONE Showstreet


1 Doggywood

2 Dollywood Emporium

3 Showstreet Palace Theater

4 Spotlight Bakery

5 Showstreet Ice Cream

6 Sweet Shoppe Candy Kitchen

7 The Southern Pantry

8 Front Porch Café

9 DP’s Celebrity Theater

10 Traditions

Showstreet is your grand introduction to Dollywood. It’s the first place you’ll step foot after passing through the front gates and the last place you’ll see before saying goodbye at the end of your day. Visually, the area combines classic Southern charm with the glitz and glam of Hollywood, and Dolly’s influence is apparent wherever you look. This cozy thoroughfare is the place to be to snack and shop your way through a variety of mountain-themed outlets and tasty eateries. You’ll find giant ooey-gooey cinnamon rolls, country meals, and all of the Dolly merch you can handle. Showstreet is also known for its unique display of elaborate and ever-changing seasonal decor, and first-class live entertainment in two of the park’s largest theaters.
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1. Doggywood


FAST FACTS

WHAT: On-site kennels for non-service dogs while their owners enjoy Dollywood or Dollywood’s Splash Country.

WHERE: Outside the park gates next to the Guest Services booths. Look for the Doggywood sign with the paw print “W”!

EXPERT TIP: Since space is limited, make reservations prior to your visit to guarantee availability.

[image: ]
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Dollywood has a lesser-known amenity for dog lovers visiting the park: its own kennel service! It’s no surprise that Dolly would make sure doggies have a special place of their own given her lifelong love of canines. Dolly has been seen in public with her own beloved pups, hosted a pet-centric variety TV show called Dolly Parton’s Pet Gala in February 2024, and has spoken affectionately about her relationship with her dogs in various interviews. She often reminisces about one special pet—Popeye, her Boston terrier—who was a particularly special companion in the early 1980s and who she credits with bringing happiness into some of her most difficult stages in life.

While the park welcomes registered service dogs in all areas, other pets are not allowed. Doggywood is located just outside Showstreet before you enter the front gates. Look for the cute little cottage with gingerbread trim. Available accommodations include twelve (4' × 6') kennel runs and four (5' × 5') cottages. Dogs that live in the same household can share a space for an additional small fee. Larger pups can enjoy the kennels, while the cottages are reserved for smaller dogs. The total weight of dogs in a single cottage cannot exceed 19 pounds.

The cottages are each uniquely decorated with wallpaper borders, artwork, and even a custom dog bed with headboard—just like a miniature hotel room! Up-to-date documentation for rabies and Bordetella vaccines are required to reserve a stay. Having kennel service right on the property is a huge convenience for guests who travel with dogs but aren’t staying in town, or those who can’t leave their pups in hotel rooms, rental cabins, or campers. Pups staying at Doggywood will have access to unlimited fresh water, but you’ll need to provide food, toys, and other comfort items. While Dolly loves all kinds of pets, dogs are the only animals allowed to stay at the Doggywood facility, so please leave your feline and other furry friends at home!
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While Doggywood hosts are happy to keep your pup comfy and safe while you have fun in the park, they cannot walk your dog for you. It’s helpful to plan your day in Dollywood to include several trips past the front gate so that you can pop over to Doggywood and give your pooch a cuddle and a potty break. There is an enclosed walking area behind the kennels, and guests are asked to please clean up any waste after using the space.


[image: ] Doggy Parton

Dolly’s very first record—released in 1959—was “Puppy Love.” Her love for pets has only grown stronger over the years, inspiring her to create her own line of pup apparel, accessories, and toys called Doggy Parton. The brand’s ambassador is Dolly’s beloved “god dog,” a French bulldog named Billy the Kid (also featured in her book, Dolly Parton’s Billy the Kid Makes It Big, released in April 2023). The line even includes a full-blown Dolly costume with a big blond wig and pink guitar!
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2. Dollywood Emporium


FAST FACTS

WHAT: The largest shop in the park full of all things Dolly!

WHERE: Next to the main park entrance between Showstreet and the path to Timber Canyon. There’s a second-story balcony with cream-colored railings behind the massive sign.

EXPERT TIP: Browse through the Emporium at the beginning of your day to get an idea of what’s available and to help you spread out your spending as you explore the other shops in the park.
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If indulging in a little retail therapy sounds like the cherry on top of a perfect theme park day, then Dollywood Emporium has got you covered. Don’t worry about accidentally missing out on this glorious shop, since you’ll walk right through it to reach the main exit of the park. Remodeled for the 2022 season, the design features butterflies hanging from the ceiling, giant canvases of park attractions, and a lit-up marquee sign proclaiming what every guest already knows and feels: “I ♥ DW”! The shop’s spacious layout allows guests to wander through different sections and admire a variety of items such as clothing, accessories, toys, collectibles, and other souvenirs to commemorate their time at Dollywood. The Emporium is a one-stop venue for Dollywood gifts and souvenirs.

From baseball caps and cowboy hats to T-shirts and other wearables, the designs change constantly, so it’s not hard to find something you can’t live without. Meander through the displays of printed coffee mugs, water bottles, and shot glasses, or take home a model train or miniature replica of your favorite ride. When you’re riding the emotional high of a fun Dollywood day, it’s hard to walk straight through the shop and out to the parking lots without making a purchase or two!
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Dollywood has a “Package Pickup” service for purchases at other shops that total more than $25 and are made at least two hours before the park closes. If you buy something you don’t want to carry around all day, let the shop host know and you will be given a card to redeem your items at the Package Pickup counter in Dollywood Emporium. If you’re coming to Dollywood planning to go on a shopping spree, making use of this service won’t limit your purchases to what you’re able to lug through the park.


[image: ] Get Measured

Not sure which rides your group can do together? The Centralized Measuring station next to Dollywood Emporium should be your first stop before hitting up any attractions. After being measured by a Dollywood host, guests are given a colored wristband that will help identify which rides they are tall enough to enjoy before getting in line.
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3. Showstreet Palace Theater


FAST FACTS

WHAT: A comfortable indoor venue with a rotating schedule of shows.

WHERE: Straight ahead when you enter the main gate to the park. The brilliant marquee sign with the flashbulb border will light your way.

EXPERT TIP: Make a stop at the Dollywood sign in front of the theater for a professional photo before starting your day.
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When designing Showstreet, Dolly Parton envisioned an area that would encompass all the razzle-dazzle of Hollywood and showbiz. Dolly’s personal expression through sparkly costumes, elaborate jewelry, and big blond wigs is echoed in the area’s colorful theming. The shining beacon of Showstreet is the towering facade of the Showstreet Palace Theater. This 900-seat indoor auditorium opened during Dollywood’s seventh season in 1992 and is home to some of the park’s greatest entertainment acts. In front of the theater is the iconic Dollywood sign (with its signature butterfly-shaped “W”) surrounded by a swath of gorgeous seasonal flowers. Inside, the padded bench seating and climate control make this a popular spot to take a break from either the summer heat or the winter chill. The Kingdom Heirs—a gospel singing group from the mountains of East Tennessee—is one of the recurring acts and has been performing in the theater for many years to rave reviews. The group’s tenure on the property is so long-lived that they’ve been making audiences cheer since back when the park was named Silver Dollar City, before Dolly Parton ever came on board. In March 2023—during the brand-new I Will Always Love You Music Festival—the Songwriter’s Showcase in the theater enabled up-and-coming songwriters and performers to reach a larger audience. In addition to live shows, you may even be able to catch the premiere of one of Dolly’s newest films!
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Download Dollywood’s mobile app to see the show schedule the day of your visit and decide in advance which show(s) you’d like to see. The indoor theater is a nice reprieve from the weather, so plan to enjoy a show during the hottest (or coldest!) part of the day. Once you’ve settled on a showtime, use the app to set an alert so you don’t forget while you’re off elsewhere having fun. To cut the wait time and guarantee you’ll have the best seats in the house, Showstreet Palace Theater participates in the TimeSaver program, allowing you to reserve priority seating to shows.


[image: ] Record Breaker

Dolly’s career as a songwriter and live performer is burnished with an impressive number of recognitions. Among them are her holding of ten Guinness World Records, the most recent of which include most studio albums released by a country singer, most entries on the US Top Country Albums chart by a female performer, and longest stint of number one hits by a female artist on the US Top Country Albums chart.
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4. Spotlight Bakery


FAST FACTS

WHAT: Full-production bakery that serves fresh cookies, cupcakes, pastries, and other confections.

WHERE: On your right just after entering the park. The charming building wraps around the corner on Showstreet. Follow your nose and you can’t miss the aroma wafting from the front doors.

EXPERT TIP: While Dolly has a sweet tooth for all kinds of desserts, she craves chocolate cake on her birthday. Indulge in a chocolate cupcake here on her (or your!) special day. Order it with a cold glass of milk to really do it Dolly-style!
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You won’t get far past the front entrance of Dollywood before your senses are tickled with the tantalizing smells of cinnamon sugar and vanilla frosting. The source? Spotlight Bakery. Perched on the corner of Showstreet beneath a wood-siding cupola, Dollywood’s own full-blown bakery is where the park’s bakers and pastry chefs use their expertise and creativity to craft an impressive spread of delectable goodies. Choices include colossal cookies, cupcakes swirled high with frosting, apple turnovers, cheese Danish, fudgy brownies, jumbo muffins, and more. One standout guest favorite is the giant cinnamon rolls: heavenly swirls of yeast-leavened dough spread generously with flavored icing. More than three hundred cinnamon rolls are made from scratch and baked fresh every single morning to meet the high demand. As the seasons change, look for festive decorated sugar cookies, dipped Rice Krispies treats, and themed cupcake toppers. Dollywood bakers know their way around a piping bag and are always coming up with elaborate designs finished with sprinkles, sanding sugar, and other embellishments. Don’t forget to sneak a peek at the giant apple pie on display, and if you have brought a few friends along with you, challenge yourselves to a group effort to finish a slice! Cool your heels at one of the small bistro tables inside, or take your dessert on the go as you enjoy the rest of what Showstreet has to offer.
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If you are met with a long line at the Grist Mill when trying to score some of Dollywood’s famous cinnamon bread, don’t despair! Loaves of the award-winning treat can be purchased at Spotlight as well, served warm and ready to devour. There are also other varieties of freshly baked bread packaged up and ready to go, such as delectable apple butter bread or thick-sliced loaves of the butter crust bread used in the Meatloaf Stackers at Granny Ogle’s Ham ’n’ Beans. Because the bakery is located near the park entrance and exit, it’s a perfect place to either grab a breakfast pastry as you start your day or cap off a visit with a tasty treat for the ride home.


[image: ] The 25-Pound Apple Pie

To celebrate Dollywood’s twenty-fifth season in 2010, Spotlight Bakery created a massive apple pie using a homemade filling of forty apples, a pound of butter, and a boatload of sugar and cinnamon baked until warm and ooey-gooey in a jumbo cast iron skillet. The pie was a smash hit, became a permanent menu item, and is available by the slice—each slice feeds four people—or by the whole pie…skillet included!
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5. Showstreet Ice Cream


FAST FACTS

WHAT: Friendly ice cream shop serving hand-dipped scoops and yummy milkshakes.

WHERE: On the corner right across from Spotlight Bakery. The doorway of the pastel-colored building stands below signs promising what delights can be found inside.

EXPERT TIP: Seek out a table on the side porch of the shop for a quiet place to enjoy a treat away from the main street.
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Showstreet Ice Cream is Dollywood’s nostalgic creamery and the best place in the park to get a frozen treat. Inside, Mayfield ice cream is hand scooped into cups, cones, or one of the shop’s freshly made waffle bowls. Mayfield Dairy Farms is a well-loved regional dairy that started just down the road in Athens, Tennessee, in 1910. The brand produces high-quality milk, ice cream, and other dairy products throughout eastern Tennessee, northern Georgia, and northeastern Alabama. Some of the flavors available at Showstreet Ice Cream include vanilla, Smoky Mountain fudge, strawberry, mint chocolate chip, butter pecan, and strawberry cheesecake. For those with certain dietary needs, there are a limited number of no-sugar-added flavors offered as well. If you prefer sips to scoops, indulge in a thick and creamy milkshake—with whipped cream and a cherry, of course—in vanilla, chocolate, or strawberry. For a more significant dessert, try a triple-scoop sundae with ice cream flavors of your choice topped with hot fudge or caramel, whipped cream, and a cherry, and served in a handcrafted waffle bowl. If you have the kiddos in tow, have no fear: Sprinkles and other toppings can be added on request. There is limited seating inside, though if you walk to the other side of the building—through the Sweet Shoppe Candy Kitchen and The Southern Pantry—you’ll find an area next to the windows with places to sit. Outdoor tables and rocking chairs are available as well.
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Showstreet Ice Cream creates delicious ice cream combinations using crispy Liège waffles. Similar to their Belgian cousin, Liège waffles differ in that they have irregular shapes and use a thicker, bread dough–like batter dotted with crystallized bits of pearl sugar. When the finished product comes out of the waffle iron, it has a crunchy exterior and a soft, chewy center. You get to pick the ice cream flavors to create any combo of tastes that you want! Some options you may see include chocolate-dipped Liège waffles sprinkled with chopped pistachio nuts and sandwiched with ice cream, and a single waffle piled high with scoops of ice cream, cookie or peanut butter cup pieces, chocolate drizzle, and whipped cream. Dealing with a bit of brain freeze? Complement your frozen treat with a hot beverage such as rich hot chocolate, coffee, or cappuccino.


[image: ] Made for Dolly

The Ohio-based and wildly popular ice cream brand Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams created a special 2021 flavor in collaboration with Dolly based on her favorite Jeni’s flavor, Strawberry Buttermilk. The exclusive flavor, Strawberry Pretzel Pie, crashed the company’s website and sold out within minutes during its initial release.
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6. Sweet Shoppe Candy Kitchen


FAST FACTS

WHAT: Dedicated candy shop as sweet as its name, featuring both fresh-made and prepackaged candies.

WHERE: Right in between The Southern Pantry and Showstreet Ice Cream. So many goodies all in a row!

EXPERT TIP: The chocolate-covered frozen cheesecake is a must-try. Imagine a thick slice of rich cheesecake, graham cracker crust and all, super chilled and completely enrobed in a layer of chocolate.
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Dollywood’s colorful candy kitchen is a whimsical wonderland of sugary delights. Skilled artisans work their magic in the bustling shop creating a variety of treats. Take a peek inside the display case to see the offerings of the day—they change all the time. Some items you might come across include peanut butter buckeye balls, truffles, chocolate peanut clusters, old-fashioned potato candy, cookies-and-cream candy bark, and chocolate-dipped confections. Don’t forget about the thick bars of homemade fudge—the park serves up to 2,000 pieces every day—available in both classic and creative flavors such as salted caramel, orange cream, and raspberry lemonade. Alongside the fragrant fudge, rows of caramel apples are a sight to behold as they are dipped, drizzled, and made even more colorful with sprinkles. This candied fruit is a park favorite, with up to 950 apples sold each day!

Past the display case you will encounter a vast array of homemade taffy in a seemingly endless number of flavors. The basics such as strawberry, peppermint, and chocolate are covered, but you’ll also find some surprising varieties like maple bacon, root beer float, and buttered popcorn! On the opposite wall is a cornucopia of packaged candies, including Tennessee-made Goo Goo Clusters and MoonPies, as well as vintage favorites.
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Hang a right when you enter the candy shop from the outside and walk through the building it shares with The Southern Pantry. Prior to the 2024 season, you could see the taffy pulling and packaging machines in a demonstration area located behind the painted swirled railings (the machines have since been moved). Dollywood’s expert candymakers can create over 1,200 pieces of taffy from a single batch—that’s a lotta candy!

If you happen to see master craftsman Linda Rice behind the counter, make sure to say hello. Linda has been making candy at the park since it was named Silver Dollar City and she has perfected every recipe used in the shop. The covered porch outside the candy shop is a hidden gem, perfect for enjoying a treat and people-watching. Relax on a wooden rocking chair beneath lazily turning ceiling fans and enjoy the fresh flowers in the plant boxes lining the wooden railings. The porch provides welcome shady relief during hot summer days in East Tennessee.


[image: ] Three in One

The Southern Pantry, Sweet Shoppe Candy Kitchen, and Showstreet Ice Cream are all connected from the inside, so you can browse all three shops at once without stepping foot outside.
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7. The Southern Pantry


FAST FACTS

WHAT: Specialty kitchen shop that sells canned preserves, sauces, baking mixes, and decor.

WHERE: Directly across from the Showstreet gazebo. Look for the giant fork and spoon flanking the front doors!

EXPERT TIP: This is a perfect place to pick up gifts for your foodie friends back home. Everything is shelf-stable and travels well!
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If you love to be creative in the kitchen, The Southern Pantry is a great way to take home a little taste of the Smokies. All the items sold here are inspired by Southern traditions to capture the flavors and overall essence of the region. Inside the cozy shop, you’ll find rows upon rows of colorful jars and bottles stacked on white-painted wood hutches lining the walls. Start reading the labels and you’ll discover a variety of fresh fruit preserves from classic options like strawberry, raspberry, and blackberry to more unique combinations such as blueberry moonshine and peach amaretto pecan. Dolly herself is a huge fan of preserved fruits, and she even has a killer prize-winning recipe for canned pickled peaches from her aunt Lily Owens (look it up sometime!). Also available is a collection of jarred vegetables and specialty sauces and dips such as tangy barbecue glazes and exotic salsas. If you’re a caffeine lover, take home a bag of fresh-ground Dollywood coffee in fun flavors like Southern Pecan and Caramel Mudslide. To complement the delectable food offerings, the shop also features a curated selection of kitchen decor. You can find items such as decorative hand towels, country aprons, mugs, and artisanal utensils to add a touch of charm and elegance to your kitchen.
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Hidden throughout Dollywood are signs that commemorate employees—called “hosts”—who have been working in the park for thirty years or more. The tradition began during 2016—Dollywood’s thirtieth season—and continues to this day. The Showstreet area surrounding The Southern Pantry is a great place to start keeping an eye out for these signs, because it’s easy to miss them! The hidden tributes are disguised as wanted posters, framed art, or old-fashioned advertisements. The hosts’ names and year they began their employment are hidden somewhere in the signs, and you’ll have to do some sleuthing to figure those out. For example, hidden next door to The Southern Pantry you’ll find a placard for a piano factory owned by a man named David Brooks. While Mr. Brooks doesn’t actually own a company, he is a piano player and has performed and served as a musical director for several shows in Dollywood for more than three decades. He began working in 1988, which is disguised in the statement “Standard 88 Keys on All Models” on the advertisement. While making your way through the park, see how many of these signs you can find!
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8. Front Porch Café


FAST FACTS

WHAT: Cozy full-service restaurant serving up steaming plates of Southern favorites.

WHERE: On the corner of Market Square. Look for the colorful mailboxes in front of the farmhouse-style building.

EXPERT TIP: The crispy fried green tomatoes are a guest favorite that shouldn’t be missed. They’re served with sweet-roasted red pepper sauce and basil oil and topped with crumbled goat cheese.
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Sitting down to a meal at Front Porch Café is like going over to your mamaw’s house for Sunday supper. The country-style house is warm and inviting with wood-plank tables, farmhouse chairs, and walls adorned with murals and framed artwork. Dolly’s vision for the restaurant encompasses her love for front porch sittin’ and sweet tea sippin’ with her family and friends, where she believes some of the biggest dreams are made. As one of the park’s few table service venues, the Café has friendly waitstaff who wear gingham tops and exude Southern charm. Though the menu is notorious for undergoing changes, some items you might see are smothered country-fried steak, herb-roasted chicken, and a variety of fresh garden salads, crispy chicken sandwiches, pork belly BLTs, and grilled hamburgers. Bread options in the past have included buttery garlic Cheddar biscuits, homestyle buttermilk biscuits, and Southern corn bread. Freshly brewed iced tea is always available—try the sweet peach flavor for something different! Unlike many of the other restaurants in Dollywood, Front Porch Café has the convenience of its own public restroom facilities right inside the building (they’re small, so expect a line during busier times).
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If you’re a longtime visitor to Dollywood, you may know this restaurant by its former name, Backstage Restaurant. In 2017, the venue underwent a major renovation, name change, and reimagined menu. The establishment as it exists today is responsive to guest feedback and frequently makes updates and adds new dishes, making the Café worthy of repeat visits for a chance to try something new. The place can get very busy during peak times of the day, so plan to eat in between typical mealtimes to avoid the bulk of the crowds. You can also stop at the host station after the park opens to add your name to a reservation list. Front Porch Café can make accommodations for almost any food allergy or dietary need. Chat with your server once seated to receive personalized information from the chef regarding your individual requirements. As the closest indoor restaurant to the park gates, you can either begin your day here with an early lunch or take a rest after you’ve had your fill of rides and entertainment with dinner after dark.


[image: ] A La Mode

In Dolly’s cookbook, Dolly’s Dixie Fixin’s, she shares a recipe for peach cobbler that her stylist and personal assistant, Ira Parker, used to make for the crew during a 2005 tour. Dolly says that it tastes best when served with vanilla ice cream and whipped cream. Try it!
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9. DP’s Celebrity Theater


FAST FACTS

WHAT: Dollywood’s largest theater, because you need a big theater for big shows!

WHERE: Up the steep hill on Showstreet, behind Front Porch Café.

EXPERT TIP: This theater doesn’t do small or simple, so if a show is on the schedule here, it’s a good one. See them all!
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DP’s Celebrity Theater (“DP” for “Dolly Parton”!), the park’s largest indoor venue, seats 1,739 people. Opening in 1988, the theater debuted with “Showcase of Stars,” a celebrity concert series that packed full houses to see the big names who traveled to Pigeon Forge to perform. The popular series returned for Dollywood’s thirtieth anniversary and included performances by Dolly herself. The concerts required a separate ticket purchase, with sales benefiting Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. Usually, the live shows at Dollywood are included with your park ticket, but this series was an exception. Since then, the theater continues to host celebrity concert weekends, most of them only available to Gold and Diamond season passholders. Names like Natalie Grant, Jo Dee Messina, Ricky Skaggs, and the Gatlin Brothers have been on the schedule in recent years. During the holidays, Christmas in the Smokies is said by some to be the absolute best festive show in the park and will leave you full of warm and fuzzies. You can always count on the Celebrity Theater to have something awesome going on inside! If you have a TimeSaver pass, don’t be afraid to use it to reserve priority seating to your favorite shows.
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Whatever you do, go straight to the Gazillion Bubble Show at DP’s Celebrity Theater during Dollywood’s Smoky Mountain Summer Celebration. Combining art, science, and entertainment, the show features dazzling displays of bubble artistry. Watch as intricate bubble sculptures, bubbles within bubbles, and massive bubbles that completely engulf audience members are created live. Advanced lighting effects and laser technology enhance the visual spectacle. The show includes interactive elements where children and adults can climb onstage and participate in the bubble magic, and just about everyone in the audience will be able to grab and pop bubbles as they rain down from the ceiling. Since 2007, Fan Yang’s family of award-winning (and Guinness World Records–holding!) bubble artists have been traveling the world, delighting people by the thousands—both live and on TV programs. Dollywood visitors are huge fans of this show, bringing it back year after year. Go see it!
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10. Traditions


FAST FACTS

WHAT: Retail shop specializing in products and apparel inspired by Southern traditions.

WHERE: In the Market Square area of Showstreet, just past the bridge that leads across the creek to Jukebox Junction. The scripted sign is adorned with a compass above the French doors that beckon you to come in and browse.

EXPERT TIP: Long wait at Front Porch Café? Traditions is just a few steps down the path and is perfect to help you pass the time while waiting for your table.
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Traditions is a charming indoor shop that offers a delightful array of Southern-inspired items. From colorful T-shirts printed with funny quotes to trendy outfits and adorable accessories adorned with whimsical designs, this boutique is a haven for those seeking to express the spirit of the South through fashion. When you walk through the front doors, look up to appreciate the windowed turret roof that adds to the nostalgic vibe. Two brands that are featured prominently inside Traditions are Simply Southern and Kerusso. Simply Southern is a company founded in Greensboro, North Carolina. The brand is known for its bright and cheery colors, graphic T-shirts, and cutesy extras. Kerusso is a faith-based company that started in 1987 and focuses on products featuring Christian messaging and symbols. Traditions carries Dollywood-exclusive products from these two brands and more, including vibrant fashion pieces and catchy Dolly-themed apparel. This shop is also great for picking up canvas belt bags—ideal for a hands-free day in the park—as well as water bottles, coffee mugs, key chains, and more. Both adult and youth clothing sizes are available, so you can pick something up for the youngest Dolly fans in your life as well.





[image: ] Park Pointers

Dolly wanted her beloved park to have connections to her personal life, her childhood, her memories, and her music as much as possible, and that desire is present from such details as the theme of a gift shop to the more obvious associations present throughout Dollywood. Once you’re done browsing at Traditions, check out Gazebo Gifts, a small outdoor stand mere feet away to find the latest and greatest exclusive Dollywood merchandise. If it’s new, seasonal, limited, or any other adjective to signify “brand spankin’ new,” it’ll be there. While shopping, keep in mind that Dollywood season passholders (Gold level or higher) can take advantage of a percentage discount on select purchases inside the park. Specific details of discounts and eligibility may change, so check the Dollywood app or website for the most up-to-date details on passholder benefits.


[image: ] Dolly’s Traditions

Dolly is no stranger to traditions, especially around the holidays. Every year, she gets a live Christmas tree because her daddy always took her and her siblings to chop down a tree. Her mama decorated the tree with whatever she could find, like buttons and feathers. Because they had no electricity for lights, they made popcorn garlands, and she keeps that tradition going still today.
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