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TAROT AS
STORYTELLER



“Salicrow’s Tarot as Storyteller is a luminous guide that goes beyond instructions on how to read the cards—this is about learning to listen to the whispers of the unseen, then translating those whispers into empowering guidance. This book is imbued with Salicrow’s warmth and approachable wisdom. A work that bridges the mystical and the accessible, Tarot as Storyteller is a truly inspired resource.”

BENEBELL WEN, AUTHOR OF HOLISTIC TAROT AND 
I CHING, THE ORACLE

“If you are ready for a new and exciting book on tarot, make sure you add Tarot as Storyteller to your collection. This book is an absolute must-read that approaches tarot as a living, breathing oracle. This book is like having a personal mentor to guide you through the seasons, lunar cycles, and life-changing moments. What truly sets this book apart is its emphasis on personal empowerment. Salicrow encourages and inspires readers to trust themselves and to think ‘outside the spread,’ guiding people in the use of original tarot card spreads and creative layouts that go beyond mundane questions. Salicrow’s Tarot as Storyteller is your portal to a world brimming with wisdom and wonder—a condensed book for beginners and a breath of fresh air for seasoned tarot readers that helps uncover the layers of each reader’s own history and future.”

LEANNE MARRAMA, COAUTHOR OF 
READING THE LEAVES AND LIGHTING THE WICK

“Salicrow’s practical and accessible guide is full of techniques, spreads, rituals, and meditations for psychic and intuitive development. I especially appreciate her attention to the connections between cartomancy and the wheel of the year, such as lunar and solar cycles and celebrations, as well as other spiritual practices. This fresh new approach to tarot practice deserves a place in every cartomancer’s library.”

RUTH ANN AMBERSTONE, DIRECTOR OF THE TAROT SCHOOL AND 
COAUTHOR OF UNLOCKING THE SECRET LANGUAGE OF TAROT

“Salicrow’s Tarot as Storyteller is an essential and insightful guide for anyone looking to integrate and expand their psychic development, cartomancy, and magickal practices. She skillfully takes the seeker on a journey through psychic unfoldment and builds on this to use cartomancy as a way to weave the story. Salicrow does this through original spreads, exercises, meditations, and spells that are powerful tools to support your work in an easy-to-follow and accessible fashion. She shares how to use your psychic insight to gain clarity on details in situations often brought up during readings. Salicrow offers an in-depth look at the meanings and symbolism of tarot and oracle cards and how to best work with your deck in divination and magick. Take your readings and storytelling to the next level with this invaluable resource—for those new to the path and experts alike.”

DANIELLE DIONNE, AUTHOR OF MAGICKAL MEDIUMSHIP 
AND CHRONICALLY MAGICKAL

“Salicrow effortlessly weaves in the history and intricacies of tarot reading while putting the power in the hands of the reader and supporting them through the journey. She supports the reader through the entire book in a way that instills confidence and removes doubt no matter what their goals are for reading tarot. It’s so beautiful to see that she has left no stone unturned in her quest to help people understand, trust, and use this powerful and enlightening method of divination.”

ANDREA LOVETT, FOUNDER OF SWEET RELEASE HEALING SCHOOL

“In writing Tarot as Storyteller, Salicrow has successfully married two age-old and beloved traditions: tarot and storytelling. She bridges the gap between the two, allowing the reader the ability to analyze the cards through psychic storytelling, impelling one to use their innate abilities to tap into the mysteries of the universe. Salicrow instructs us to create our own allegorical techniques to master the cards. Tarot as Storyteller teaches us to merge our intuition and imagination, culminating in clarity and insight. Through Salicrow’s many years of prolific experience and teaching, she has provided us with the ultimate guide, suitable for experienced practitioners and novices alike!”

DIANE CHAMPIGNY, ALEXANDRIAN HIGH PRIESTESS AND WITCH



[image: Tarot as Storyteller: Psychic Development, Cartomancy, and Reading the Web of Fate; A Sacred Planet Book; Salicrow; Destiny Books; Rochester, Vermont]




📩

Thank you for selecting this
Inner Traditions eBook!

Enjoy 25% off your next purchase when you join our community.

You'll also receive exclusive updates on new releases, special promotions, and events tailored just for you.

[image: subscribe]

[image: Inner Traditions Logo]




Destiny Books

One Park Street

Rochester, Vermont 05767

www.DestinyBooks.com

Destiny Books is a division of Inner Traditions International

Sacred Planet Books are curated by Richard Grossinger, Inner Traditions editorial board member and cofounder and former publisher of North Atlantic Books. The Sacred Planet collection, published under the umbrella of the Inner Traditions family of imprints, includes works on the themes of consciousness, cosmology, alternative medicine, dreams, climate, permaculture, alchemy, shamanic studies, oracles, astrology, crystals, hyperobjects, locutions, and subtle bodies.

Copyright © 2025 by Salicrow

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher. No part of this book may be used or reproduced to train artificial intelligence technologies or systems.

Cataloging-in-Publication Data for this title is available from the Library of Congress

ISBN 979-8-88850-206-8 (print)

ISBN 979-8-88850-323-2 (ebook)

The text stock is SFI certified. The Sustainable Forestry Initiative® program promotes sustainable forest management.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Text design and layout by Priscilla Harris Baker

Tarot card artwork by Pamela Coleman Smith

To send correspondence to the author of this book, mail a first-class letter to the author c/o Inner Traditions • Bear & Company, One Park Street, Rochester, VT 05767, and we will forward the communication, or contact the author directly at salicrow.com.

[image: Scan the QR code and save 25% at InnerTraditions.com. Browse over 2,000 titles on spirituality, the occult, ancient mysteries, new science, holistic health, and natural medicine.]


[image: ]

I dedicate this book to magical women of my family
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my cousin Morgan; my daughter Levi Nirvana and
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Welcome, Seeker

The psychic arts are my passion, my life path, and my craft. I have worked on developing my skills since childhood, and I have a great love of helping others do the same. Cartomancy, the tarot in particular, has been a love of mine for the past thirty-five years. As a professional psychic I have used its imagery to tell thousands upon thousands of psychic stories, weaving bits of fate with intricacy. Many like me have made professions out of their skill as readers and teachers of arcane lore, and many more have developed the skill for the love of it! It is my hope that the information in these pages offers you, the reader, a different way of seeing by using the cards, infusing traditional symbolism with personal experience, alternate perspectives, and an open intuition.

The journeys, techniques, and spreads of this book have been tested in workshops in-person and online, and they were designed to help you develop your psychic abilities and create a personal relationship with your cards. In addition, the final part of this book goes into detail about the Major and Minor Arcana of the tarot, including questions to ask when looking at each card to help the reader seek alternate perspectives. I wish you luck and an open mind as you begin your journey!

SPREADING LOVE,

SALICROW
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Becoming the Seer

Intuition is not limited to a few, but something we are all naturally endowed with. The problem is that society has crushed it out of us for many generations! Many of us have experienced moments of precognition, such as knowing our friend was going to call moments before they did or having a feeling that something had happened to someone we care about before being told. Often these experiences are referred to as “gut feelings” or “hunches,” and often they are written off as coincidence. Personally, I do not believe in coincidence!

Becoming a Seer requires us to put aside our doubts, choosing instead to look at all our coincidences, hunches, and gut feelings as something more: they are clues that help us connect the dots and see the bigger picture, as opening our awareness requires us to engage with the belief that everything is connected. In many ways, the mind of the Seer is like that of a detective, as both understand that clues can be found anywhere and that observation is key!


Seer

A person with supernatural insight capable of perceiving the future and unknown.



There are many names for psychic seers, such as psychic reader, oracle, prophet, diviner, mystic, soothsayer, and fortune-teller. A reader who specializes in the tarot, oracle, or playing cards is also known as a cartomancer.

The term Seer is somewhat misleading, as not all who develop their precognitive skills will receive information through seeing. The means by which we perceive the unknown are unique to the individual and come in various forms, which we will discuss in more detail later in the book. To be a Seer, simply put, means that we perceive information about people and situations through supernatural means before being informed by mundane sources.


Supernatural

An event or manifestation beyond the laws of nature.



When we hear the word supernatural we often think of it as beyond reality, when in fact it simply means “a force beyond the understanding of science,” much like that other word, magic, that can be described as “science that has not yet been explained.” Neither of these words deny the possibility of the thing being true; they simply state that we don’t know how they work! Without understanding how something functions we must first rely on faith, and that is challenging if we grew up being told that psychic abilities and magic were fake.

The first step to becoming a Seer is belief in oneself and making the decision to reconsider the coincidences and wyrd experiences of our lives. (Wyrd means “being connected to Fate.”) Becoming a Seer requires that we first put aside the societal programming that has told us that precognitive perception is something outside the normal range of being, and then we must recognize that, like most things we want in life, we will have to dedicate time to it if we wish to see true results.

DIVINATION

Divination is the psychic art of seeking and receiving information from the unknown—future and unseen—through magical means. Magic is simply science that has not yet been discovered!

I refer to divination as a psychic art because, like drawing and painting, it is something everyone can develop to some degree of skill; but, like art, not everyone will be capable of developing it to a professional level. While we may not all have the psychic capacity necessary to perform on a professional level, we are all capable of developing our skill to a point in which we can utilize our intuition to make better choices in our own lives and develop a deeper understanding of who we are on a soul level. I encourage you to approach learning divination, cartomancy in this case, with a focus on exploration and a desire for expanding your consciousness, for such study is not meant to be rigidly academic; instead, it is meant to be experienced like art with our consciousness open and fluid.

We are living in an amazing age in which the veil between our physical world and that of spirit, and the line between science and magic, are simultaneously thinning. As science and magic merge, divination is becoming an acceptable tool for personal guidance. This is due in part to the changes in science—particularly through studies on the quantum level that show time is not linear but instead happening all at once, making it easier to understand how people can perceive future events.

It is important to recognize that just as two people remembering the past will remember it differently, the future is also malleable; this makes it possible to change our path, as all things are happening at once, providing numerous ways in which our choices can play out. When reading cards or practicing divination of any form, we are looking for the most likely path the querent will take.


Querent

The person the psychic reading is for.



The way in which a psychic reader receives information can vary between the psychic senses, also called clair or “clear” senses: clairvoyance, clairaudience, clairsentience, claircognizance, and clairsalience. Most people have a combination of these ways of receiving. In divination, the word Seer can refer to the use of any of the psychic senses; we do not need to be clairvoyant (“clear seeing”) to be a Seer!

Clairvoyance (psychic seeing). Receiving psychic information through the mind’s eye/third eye, which is located in the center of one’s forehead between the brow and back into the middle of the brain, connected to the pineal gland. Images may appear like snapshots or moving videos. Tarot and oracle cards are helpful for those with clairvoyance, as the pictures on the cards often trigger other images in the Seer’s mind.

Clairaudience (psychic hearing). Receiving psychic information through voices and sounds heard when no external sound is present. While received telepathically, these clairaudient experiences can be physically audible to the receiver, as if they are hearing it outside of their head. Mediums and channelers utilize this clair often.

Clairsentience (psychic feeling). Receiving psychic information through feeling the emotional and physical pain of others. Many healers have developed clairsentience through their regular contact with clients, particularly those that do hands-on forms of healing such as Reiki, massage, physical therapy, and nursing. Clairsentience also includes the ability to feel wounds in buildings and on the land.

Claircognizance (psychic knowing). Receiving information about the unseen/unknown as thoughts in one’s mind. Information may pop into the receiver’s consciousness out of nowhere with a feeling of knowing it to be true. Claircognizance is the first voice to speak in our mind, before logic and reason step in. When developing our psychic knowing, it is important to remove doubt words from our speech, which changes our words from questioning to affirming: “I think I see a move in your future” to “I see a move in your future.”

Clairsalience (psychic smelling). Receiving information about the unseen/unknown through our sense of smell. Our olfactory senses are incredible, allowing us to be transported back in time simply by smelling something from our past. Clairsalience is often used in channeling and mediumship, as one of the easiest ways for spirits to communicate with us is by using scents we associate with them to prove that they are around. In divination, those who experience clairsalience may find that they smell things that direct them to certain people, places, and times.

In this book we are focusing on divination skill—specifically on the art of cartomancy. When practicing cartomancy, developing psychic readers will likely find that they utilize clairvoyance, clairsentience, and claircognizance most often.


Cartomancy

Fortune-telling and future seeing using a deck of cards.



CARTOMANCY

Cartomancy is the practice of divination in which the Seer makes predictions based on images displayed on cards. Tarot cards are the most popular tool for performing cartomancy; however, oracle cards and traditional playing cards are also commonly used. In truth, cartomancy can be performed with any deck of cards that utilizes imagery, color, and/or symbolism: from Uno to Go Fish to a stack of grandma’s old greeting cards! The key to utilizing cartomancy is in the visual perception and intuitive imagination of the reader.

As a psychic skill cartomancy is often easier for visual thinkers to pick up, as they perceive the world through symbolism, noting what something they see makes them feel and the connection that feeling has to people and events they have known. Artists, healers, and philosophical thinkers often experience the world through a heightened symbolic perception; their brains intuitively connect emotions and situations to visual images. Psychic sensitivity of this nature is a combination of clairvoyance (psychic seeing) and claircognizance (psychic knowing).

When practicing cartomancy, it is best to be led visually, noting whatever catches the attention of our eyes—regardless of how small a detail we are drawn to—as attention to detail is an integral part of psychic development, whether we are reading cards or walking down the street. When we are led by our intuition, we begin to unfold the depth of information available in every card, noting that the same card can have ten different meanings for ten different readings.

As an oracular art, cartomancy is a form of scrying, a type of divination relying on the reader’s mind being triggered by imagery. However, unlike other clairvoyant forms of divination, readers are not solely reliant on their ability to formulate facsimiles in their mind. Instead, they are utilizing the images on the cards to trigger thoughts, allowing them to use not only their free-flowing intuition but also their analytical detective brain. In my opinion the best readers are those who have both a deep intuition and an inquisitive, analytical mind.

The use of cards in divination became popular in the fourteenth century, shortly after playing cards came into use. Most likely the oracular use came about naturally, as the images stimulated intuitive thinking and the numbers featured on the cards invited the user to incorporate numerological symbolism—something mystics of multiple cultures had practiced for thousands of years.

Cards have been a constant in my life! As a child my grandmother used playing cards in her readings, often through the innocent looking game of solitaire, and helped develop my psychic knowing through card games like memory and rummy. As a teenager I began carrying playing cards in my purse and often would just sit and shuffle them as I chatted with my friends. At the time I didn’t really know why I carried them, as I was not a big game player; in fact, I don’t think I ever pulled them out for that use. I simply liked to sit and shuffle them while I talked about deep subjects. Now, I look back at it as a memory of the future, understanding that something inside of me knew how important a role cards would play in my life! At eighteen my future husband brought home a deck of tarot cards to study; I recognized instantly that the cards were mine and began my personal relationship with cartomancy.

While we can use any type of cards in our readings, finding our favorite flavor goes a long way in the development of skill, for the relationship between the Seer and their cards is a personal one. Some people like to use many decks, and some use only one specific deck that they treasure. Some readers only work with one type of card—oracle, tarot, or playing—while others incorporate multiple types simultaneously.

To begin it is helpful to understand the use and flavor of each type of card, as understanding the strengths and weakness of each will help us get clearer answers in our divination.

Playing cards, while offering the least symbolism, have the benefit of being ordinary and, for the most part, above suspicion. They are also cheap and easily accessed, available for purchase at most drug stores and mini-marts. This accessibility and acceptability make them popular for many “home psychics” who tell fortunes to their family and friends around the kitchen table. Playing cards were a popular divination tool before the days of the internet, when purchasing tarot cards meant first finding them, and oracle cards were not yet a thing. While some folks still prefer to use playing cards, oracle and tarot cards far outsell them in oracular use!

Oracle cards come in hundreds of varieties as their simplicity and ease of use make them approachable to all. Whatever your interest or spiritual beliefs, you are sure to find a deck geared toward your needs. Oracle cards are great for daily divination, checking in, and getting a broad overview of a situation. Most often oracle cards are used for personal inspiration and guidance. Oracle decks are compatible in readings with either playing cards or tarot by giving the general view of the situation, often representing the energy that the querent is experiencing, where the playing cards and tarot provide the finer details.

Tarot cards are, in my opinion, the real deal of divination through cartomancy, offering intricate images laden with symbolism. The tarot can be a bit intimidating for this reason, and often people explore oracle cards before making the leap to the tarot. If we approach the tarot as a storytelling tool, we will find that the images on the cards are eagerly awaiting an opportunity to share their knowledge. Books upon books, websites upon websites, share details and angles of approaching this wonderful tool, with many of the images designed to trigger our consciousness, whispering in our mind a deeper knowing!

While cartomancy is primarily devoted to divination, the cards can be used for manifestation as well, offering the serious student a powerful tool on their path to co-creating their life. For this reason, I have included material on spell work and prayer through the use of cards as well. Exploring cartomancy in alternative ways helps us develop a deeper understanding of each card, making our readings more concise.

PSYCHIC EVOLUTION

We are living in a time of psychic evolution, in which we as a species are experiencing an expansion of our consciousness. People are finding themselves more aware of their surroundings, feeling and sensing emotions and physical sensations of other humans, animals, as well as the general vibe of the world. This awakening is something that affects all of us, regardless of whether we are looking for it or not. Many are finding this enhanced experience of reality to be difficult to navigate, often finding themselves struggling to balance their emotions. Exhaustion, anxiety, and overwhelm are common maladies of the time we are living in, with most people experiencing some form of the above. While adjusting to this new level of input can be overwhelming, it truly is a gift that once adjusted to can enhance our lives in many ways.

Having worked as a professional psychic for the past three decades, I have had a ringside seat for observing this mass change in consciousness. When I began my work in the early 1990s very few people I read for were personally experiencing psychic phenomenon, with approximately one out of ten clients showing up with unexplained psychic experiences. In 2011 I began noticing a change in the number of my clients having extrasensory experiences, and by 2012 the change was so noticeable that I started offering a class for empaths with tips and tools for opening and protection. In 2024 the number of clients I see experiencing supernatural phenomena is more like eight out of ten, with the most common manifestation being empathic awareness!

While I saw the beginning of this uptick in 2011, it is my belief that the catalyst for intuitive opening was the winter solstice of 2012. On this significant astrological date the solstice sun aligned with the center of our galaxy, something that happens every 26,000 years. This alignment was much speculated on during the day, as it was interpreted as being significant to the Mayan calendar, described as “the end of the world.” Like most things this was misinterpreted, but it was potent all the same as there was an ending and beginning of sorts in which the rigidity of our collective mind cracked, allowing us to perceive in ways we had not been allowed for many centuries.

In sync with this astrological alignment were major changes in our social structure and technology. The internet became mainstream, allowing us to perceive the idea of gathering information from all over the world at the touch of a button, and the interweb showed us we were all connected. Our media began to change rapidly, and concepts and ways of living different than the ones we were raised in were available for us to explore from the comfort of our own homes. Spirit communication and divination became mainstream, with spirit mediums and paranormal investigation being featured regularly on television and internet channels like YouTube. This acceptance and the knowledge it carried helped everyday people recognize the unexplained phenomena of their own lives, and the belief that we are capable of perceiving with more than our five senses became common, spreading out like water seeping into the very fabric of our consciousness.

EMPATHIC ABILITY

The most common form of psychic phenomenon experienced is that of empathy, which is the ability to share and understand the feelings of others. People who experience this regularly are often referred to as empaths or empathic.

Empathy is not a new concept, as humans have always had the ability to sense the feelings of others. What is new is the level in which we are perceiving. Like turning up the radio, our awareness has been turned up a notch or two. Now many people find themselves struggling to separate their own emotions from those of others, making simple things like going to work and attending family gatherings an ordeal that often leaves us drained, anxious, and questioning our mental health. It doesn’t have to be this way! We can learn how to protect and rebalance ourselves.

In truth, if someone is having psychic phenomenon spontaneously—such as feeling the emotions of others—they will have a hard time stopping those experiences. But we do have a choice between suffering with it or learning how to navigate it. I often describe it this way, “If you and I were in the woods and I was hurt badly, you would drive me to a hospital even if you did not know how to drive. However, the chances of us getting there safely would greatly increase if you knew how to drive the vehicle!”

Just as learning to drive opens our lives to new possibilities—as we can navigate to locations once outside of our reach—so too does learning how to work with our intuitive gifts. After all, there is a reason they are referred to as gifts. Developed intuitive abilities, such as empathy, make communication easier as we are capable of truly understanding a situation. We must learn to trust our gut instinct when it comes to first impressions, because sudden feelings of fear or hyperalertness often help us to avoid dangerous situations and bad relationships.

This heightened sensitivity to the emotions and physical feelings of others is not limited to our relations with humans but reaches out into the natural world, including animals, plants, and landscapes. And for those of you who are here as seekers, it’s just the beginning of a grand adventure of self-discovery, and cartomancy offers the perfect tools for developing those abilities.

SACRED SPACE

Accuracy in divination requires the reader to be in a balanced state of mind. This is something our surroundings play a big part in, particularly in the beginning of our psychic development, as our hopes and fears can sway the way we interpret the cards. With this in mind, we can see how cartomancy benefits from being performed in sacred space, where we feel grounded and open. Skilled readers learn how to control and check their emotions at the door; they often use personal techniques to create sacred space whenever and wherever they need it, making it possible for them to give clear readings regardless of what is happening or where they are.

Personal rituals that help us to create sacred space allow us to recognize that what we are doing is outside of our everyday routine. In the beginning of our journey, we benefit from choosing a location where we can be undisturbed and in taking the time to sanctify our space. With time and dedication most readers personalize their sacred space, some with lots of bits and bobs, and others with little to no accoutrements.

It is possible to create sacred space with our intention alone, but this is often challenging for beginners to perceive as viable; therefore, I recommend lighting incense and burning herbs to clean and clear the surroundings of residual energy and emotions that may interfere with getting a clear reading. Setting up an altar adds another layer of intent to the working, showing that we recognize the relevance of what we do.

If this is something you are unfamiliar with, I recommend experimenting a bit until you find a method that feels natural to you. First perform a reading in a space in your home that gets regular traffic without any preparation, and make sure to write down your results where you can review them. Later that day or week do a second reading, only this time go through the effort of creating sacred space. Write down your results, making sure to compare your findings to those of the previous reading.
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RECIPE

SACRED SPACE SPRAY



With essential oils readily available at metaphysical and health food stores, making our own sprays is easy! All we need is a spray bottle (ideally glass), a few essential oils, water, and witch hazel. When doing so, we want to be thoughtful in the amount of oil we use, as it takes a ridiculous amount of plant matter to make that little bottle. The recipe below is using some of my favorite oils, but there is a plethora of recipes online, making it easy to find one you love.


You Will Need

A four-ounce bottle (preferably glass), witch hazel, water (from a spring if possible), a small funnel, essential oils of sage, rosemary, and cedar. Optional: small crystal chips.



1.Make sure your bottle is clean, and then add one-quarter cup witch hazel to the bottle using the small funnel.

2.Add thirteen drops each of rosemary for purification and cleansing, sage for sacred intentions, and cedar for protection and purification.

3.Add crystal chips if you like. I recommend rose quartz for love, black tourmaline for protection, labradorite for psychic opening, and clear quartz to raise the vibration.

4.Top the bottle off with water.

5.Shake, label, and use.
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TECHNIQUE

CREATING SACRED SPACE



When it comes to creating sacred space, I like to keep it simple, particularly as my clients are for the most part pretty normal, non-mystical folks. When I have control of my space I tend to rely on permanent space holders, like altars. When I do not have this option, I generally rely on sacred sprays, crystals, or, in a pinch, my voice! I recommend doing a quick cleaning and clearing on any space that is used for mundane purposes before doing psychic work.

For the technique below we will be creating sacred space with crystals and a sacred spray. Use the recipe above or one of your favorites. If you do not have any crystals, river or ocean rocks will do.


You Will Need

Eight small crystals, fist-size or smaller—I prefer rose quartz for love, black tourmaline for protection, labradorite for psychic opening, and clear quartz to raise the vibration. You will also need your sacred spray and your Book of Shadows (a sacred journal used to record your psychic and magical workings; we will discuss these later in the book, see page 51).



1.Start by clearing the space you plan on working in of clutter and debris.

2.Place the eight crystals or stones around you in the cardinal directions (north, northeast, east, southeast, south, southwest, west, northwest). You can find where they are in your space by using the compass on your phone.

3.Spray the room liberally with your sacred spray.

4.Record your experience in your Book of Shadows.

[image: ]

TECHNIQUE

CREATING DIVINATION ALTARS



Altars are external representatives of our spiritual work. They can be created for a plethora of reasons, including holidays, magical working, ancestor honoring, and healing to name a few. Here we will be talking about altars dedicated to revealing the unseen/unknown and developing our skill as a Seer. An altar is a place of prayer as we ask for deeper guidance and more access to our gifts, and it’s also a place of focus that helps us to dial into the mystery we seek unraveling. There are two types of altars: temporary and permanent.

Temporary altars are set up purposefully for a magical event and taken down shortly after completion of the working. There are many benefits to creating temporary altars, including offering privacy to those who are not yet ready to share their explorations with others, and, most importantly, the intention-setting power that focusing on creating your altar brings to the divination. Temporary divination altars should include incense or herbs to honor the element of Air and the spirit of inspiration, a candle to honor the element of Fire and the spirit of dedication, a bowl of water to honor the element of Water and the spirit of intuition, and a crystal of your choosing to honor the element of Earth and the spirit of manifestation. Along with these items I suggest adding religious or spiritual talismans, photos of your ancestors, and other items that represent your sacred journey.

Permanent altars, like their temporary counterpart, are designed to help us focus our intent, whether it be on receiving clear messages during our reading or manifesting the things we see on the horizon. The benefit of a permanent altar dedicated to developing our ability as a Seer is that it shows we have committed ourselves to the work. As we care for and maintain our altar, we acknowledge that the path we are taking is sacred to us, and we are prepared to work with it over the long haul.

Caring for our permanent altar means cleaning away debris, lighting the candle at every reading, bringing fresh water and incense as offerings, and holding our crystal for a few moments in connection before we begin our work. One of the added bonuses of a permanent divination altar is you can place a card or three on it for days and weeks at a time; something that allows you to explore the situation more deeply.

DIVINE TIMING

Just as setting up space helps us to focus our intention, so too does timing! While we can do cartomancy at any time in any location, beginners and ritualists find it helpful to utilize the phases of the moon and sun in their readings. Full moons are luminous, shedding light on all inquiries, making them a great time for doing monthly forecasts, whereas dark moons (the waning moon before the rising moon) are more specific, offering us the perfect energy for looking at our shadows! For those who are looking to develop their skill at reading each month, I suggest doing personal divinations under the full moon.

Lunar Cycles

The full moon names and correspondences that I introduce below are according to the Old Farmer’s Almanac and based on a northern climate with significant seasonal change. Please note that there are many names for each of the full moons and that these are simply the most used. You may find that these correspondences do not work for your location. If that is the case, tune in to your environment; notice what is happening in the natural world that surrounds you. Is something blooming or dying off? Is there a particular feel to the full moon of each month where you live? Feel free to explore and create monthly focuses based on the moon where you are! I have included descriptions of each of the full moons and suggestions for the kinds of readings that are best suited for them here.

January—Wolf Moon. January is often the coldest month of the year. It is a time of clear skies and plummeting temperatures. We call this the Wolf Moon because it is a time when the wolves’ cry carried far on the cold empty night, filled with the hunger that the heart of winter carries. This is a great time to do readings based on connecting to that which we long for.

February—Snow Moon. February is the month in which we notice the return of sunlight in the northern hemisphere. It is often a time of heavy snow and warm temperatures. This is a time of great inspiration; it’s when the returning light wakes our creative minds and activates our inner desire to create. This is the perfect time for readings based on that which we wish to birth in the new year.

March—Worm Moon. The name Worm Moon is believed to be associated with the thawing of the Earth and the movement of earthworms associated with such. In practical terms this is a time when things are beginning to awaken, with the Earth showing the early signs of spring. Remembering that early spring is a time of fast movement, the focus of this reading is on the practical ways we should be focusing our energy.

April—Pink Moon. The Pink Moon gets its name from the wild phlox that comes forth this time of year covering the ground. It is a time of early blossoms, pussy willows, and budding trees, rich with the potency of new beginnings. This is the perfect moon for focusing on what “gifts” we would like to bring forth this year, particularly those of the extrasensory type.

May—Flower Moon. Oh, the flowers! May is the month of spring fully loaded; filled with flowers and blossoms, it is month of ripening, celebration, and fertility! The Flower Moon is perfect for readings focused on that which you want to fertilize, be it your womb or a project important to your heart.

June—Strawberry Moon. The Strawberry Moon is one of sweetness and bountiful celebration of the Earth. Here our focus is best directed at the richness of life, family, friends, community, and that which makes our hearts sing! Readings done during June’s Full Moon are best focused on community, friendship, and family.

July—Buck Moon. This moon is named after the buck as male deer’s antlers are fully developed by July. As deer antlers are both seen as a sign of masculinity and prowess, this moon best serves for readings focused on our external drive, that which we are projecting into the world, be it our careers or projects we are pushing forward in our lives.

August—Sturgeon Moon. Sturgeon is a type of fish, and the August moon is named after them, as it is a time when the Great Lakes find their waters fully stocked. It is a time of harvest, and readings done at this time are often done so we can fully appreciate what we have accomplished.

September—Corn Moon. Sometimes called the Harvest Moon (the Harvest Moon is traditionally the full moon closest to the autumn equinox and can take place in either September or October), this is a time of surveying the land, examining the scale of the crop we have grown, and examining how best to harvest it. Whether you are a farmer or not, this is a good time for looking at that which we have created during the year and focusing on how best to utilize it throughout the dark months of winter.

October—Hunter’s Moon. This is the last of the Harvest Moons, and the one associated with livestock and game: recognizing the importance of life given so that others may be sustained. This is a deeply introspective time, and readings done during the month of October are often associated with what needs to be sacrificed to sustain growth. It is also a time of deep reverence for those who have gone before us, making it a perfect time to utilize your cards as a way of receiving messages from our ancestors.

November—Beaver Moon. In November beavers prepare their lodges, securing them for the long winter. The full moon in November is perfect for going deep within, exploring our shadowy bits that we often hide from the light of day. Knowing that a healthy relationship with our own shadow is greatly important for developing our psychic vision, this is, in my opinion, one of the most important forms of divination we can do for ourselves.

December—Cold Moon. The Cold Moon of December is one of darkness and light, as the sun disappears below the horizon, only returning for a few short hours a day. In this time of darkness, we humans celebrate with lights of our own, bedecking our storefronts and homes with glittering lights and hearth fires; this makes the full moon of December the perfect time for exploring the contrasts between our own darkness and light.

In addition to these full moons of the year, there are other lunar events of significance: the blue moon, the black moon, and lunar eclipse. I include cartomancy spreads for these events in the “Rare Moon Spreads” chapter of this book (page 96).

Solar Cycles

The sun, like the moon, transforms itself through seasonal phases as the year turns, marked by the solstices, equinoxes, and the places in between. Modern Pagans refer to this passage as the Wheel of the Year and loosely base its attributes on the ancient Celtic and Germanic practices celebrated by our ancestors to the North. It’s important to note that one does not need to be descended from either culture to take part in the Wheel of the Year, for these solar holidays are connected to the changing of our living planet not our ancestral bloodlines. Likewise, such holidays are devoid of manmade religious constructs, making them approachable regardless of your personal spiritual beliefs. You can find suggested card layouts for each of the solar holidays as well as the solar equinoxes in the “Seasonal Card Spreads” chapter starting on page 78.

Halloween (Samhain)—October 31. This time of dying, in which the leaves have fallen from the trees and the life-giving Earth has settled into slumber, is recognized and celebrated by many names and cultures. Recognized as one of the times of the year in which the veil that separates the worlds of the living and that of the dead is at its thinnest, Halloween is a potent time for magic of all kinds, including divination! Currently recognized as the turning point of the year—equivalent to New Year’s Day in the Gregorian calendar we currently live by—Halloween is often referred to as the Witch’s New Year. Agriculturally it marks the last harvest, in which livestock are culled before the winter.

In our modern world, Halloween is a time to celebrate the dark, with many of our cultural practices turning to the unseen world of spirit, and the hauntingly fictitious fears the dark brings with it. Halloween is one of the cross-quarter holidays of the Wheel of the Year, falling directly between the autumn equinox and the winter solstice. In divination, Halloween is the best time to perform a Wheel of the Year forecast for the year ahead.

Winter Solstice (Yule)—December 21–23. The winter solstice is an astronomical event; therefore, it varies in date from year to year, generally falling between December 21 and 23. Marking the shortest day of the year, and the longest night, the winter solstice has been celebrated throughout history by a plethora of names, including Yule and Christmas. It is a time of great darkness, in which many of our ancestors—particularly those who lived in the far north—questioned whether the light would return. In this time when the shadow holds heavy, we humans seek out light in other forms, from candlelit menorahs to twinkling lights on trees; we revere the light when it is away. This is a great time to focus on the light you bring to the world, and what light fills your soul the most fully.

Imbolc—February 2. Like Halloween, Imbolc is a cross-quarter holiday, falling directly between the winter solstice and the spring equinox. It is a time associated with the first signs of spring, when the light begins to grow stronger and stay stronger in the sky. It is a time of celebration for the hearth and home, the perfect time to do readings focused on our home and family life.

Spring Equinox (Ostara)—March 21–23. The spring equinox (also called the vernal equinox) is an astronomical event; its date varies year to year, generally taking place between March 21 and 23. It is a time of balance, in which there are equal hours of daylight and the dark of night, with the hours of light growing longer each day. Like the autumn equinox that shadows it in September it is a time of seeking internal balance, with an awareness that the most productive time of the year lies in front of us. This is a time of planning the best use of our time, and divination done at this time should be focused on finding that balance.
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