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    CHAPTER 1


    Careers Without College


    “The starving artist” is a well-known character in American culture. She’s the person who sacrifices material needs such as food or shelter in order to live a life dedicated to art. This isn’t just a myth.


    Dylan Thomas, for example, a Welsh poet who became very famous during his lifetime and published many successful books, intentionally chose a life of poverty. This might seem like a strange choice, but author Virginia Nicholson writes that “such people were not only choosing art, they were choosing the life of the artist. Art offered them a different way of living, one that they believed more than compensated for the loss of comfort and respectability.”
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      Few artists today have the artistic passion of Van Gogh, who persevered despite poverty and depression.

    


    Choosing a life of poverty can be a very powerful artistic statement; however, the starving artist is not always “starving” by choice. Some artists have had to sacrifice material needs in order to continue to live a life dedicated to their art. Dutch painter Vincent Van Gogh, for example, whose work became very famous and successful after his death, sold only one painting during his lifetime and spent most of his life almost completely unknown and unappreciated.


    Today, the “starving artist,” is a character usually brought up when someone is explaining why pursuing an artistic career is a bad choice. Many people see art as a difficult field that offers little chance of material or financial success.


    Few artists will become as famous and respected as either Dylan Thomas or Vincent Van Gogh. These artists are considered “visionaries”—people of great insight and skill—whose work outlived them, influencing many painters and poets after them. Most people do not have the kind of talent and luck that it takes to be remembered this way.


    On the other hand, most people do not make this unlikely goal part of their definition of success! “Success” can be defined simply as “the accomplishment of an aim or purpose”—and when it comes to careers, one common way of defining success is by the amount of money that the position is paid each year.


    Today, in many cases, the “starving artist” is little more than a myth or a stereotype. In 2011, the National Endowment for the Arts published a report indicating that, over the next seven years, job growth in the arts will exceed job growth for all other careers! Similarly, the Bureau of Labor Statistics lists over one hundred careers that are either directly or indirectly related to the arts—and most of these careers offer the possibility of making great money. Over thirty of these careers pay, on average, over $50,000 a year!


    
      Looking at the Words


      Compensated means to have made up for something unpleasant.


      A stereotype is an oversimplified idea about a particular group of people.
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      Photography is considered to be one of the visual arts.

    


    The Arts


    “The arts” are a large group of cultural practices and products appreciated for their creative and aesthetic value rather than what they can be used for. Someone purchases a painting, for example, because he thinks it is either particularly unique, well crafted, or beautiful—while someone purchases a hammer because she wants to use the hammer for some purpose.


    Many different kinds of artistic practices are referred to as “the arts”—painting, literature, sculpture, collage, music, dance, theater, film, architecture, industrial design, graphic design, fashion design, interior design, architecture, and photography—but while all these practices are considered “artistic,” some people would take issue with calling all of them “art.” “Fine art” is a term that has historically meant only five art forms—painting, sculpture, architecture, music, and poetry. But today, people are more likely to talk about the “visual” arts—any art that is viewed with the eyes, such as painting and graphic design—and the “performing” arts—any art that is performed, such as dance or music.


    
      Looking at the Words


      Something that is cultural relates to the ideas and customs of a group of people.


      Aesthetic means having to do with beauty.


      Someone who works in industrial design combines art and science to design the look, feel, and function of a product.


      Interior design is the art of making rooms look beautiful.
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      Most professional ballet dancers begin when they were very young.

    


    Many people pursue various forms of art as hobbies, but people can also build their artistic skills into careers. Pursuing these careers takes passion, talent, and skill. Artistic skills, like all skills, must be learned and diligently practiced—but one thing that most of these careers do not require is a college degree.


    Learning Outside the Classroom


    “Deciding whether or not to go to college was … tough,” says Kendra Pugh, a ballet dancer who has been dancing for twenty years and has been a choreographer and dance instructor for the last ten. Choreography is the art of creating original dance routines or developing new interpretations of existing dances.


    Kendra, like many professional ballet dancers, became interested in dancing at a very early age. Her mother, a part-time dance instructor, made a point of introducing her to many different dance styles.


    “My mom,” Kendra says, “is trained mostly in jazz and modern styles of dance.” Jazz and modern dancing styles are known for relying heavily on originality and improvisation. They both combine different styles of dance, and they prize creative self-expression.


    
      Looking at the Words


      Intense feelings for something or someone is called passion.


      A person who works diligently works hard and is determined to finish.
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