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Hip-Hop lingo


A charity is a group that gives time, money, or other things to help make people’s lives better.


Something that inspired a person gave him ideas and made him want to do something.


A record is a group of songs played on a plastic disc by a phonograph.


Today, a lot of people still call CDs and MP3s “records.”


A label is a company that produces music and sells CDs.


MCs are people who rap, and in a competition they try to make better raps than the other MCs.


Each year, the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences gives out the Grammy Awards (short for Gramophone Awards)—or Grammys—to people who have done something really big in the music industry.













Chapter 1





“Greatest of All Time”


It’s 2005, and LL Cool J is performing at the Hammerstein Ballroom in New York City. He’s dressed in classic Cool J fashion: a white Kangol hat, a thick gold chain, and no shirt. Everyone is cheering. People are screaming his name. With a big smile on his face, he begins to let loose rhymes.


A Living Legend


LL Cool J has been in the game for a long time. He released his first album in 1985. Since that day, he’s never slowed down. He’s made twelve major albums in his career. He’s become a successful movie actor. And he’s even found time to act in a TV show and give to charity.
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