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This book is dedicated to those adventurers in life who seek
 out new experiences by taking the road less traveled.

 

ARIZONA


[image: ]








About the Reviser


Roger Naylor spends his days rambling around the backroads of his beloved Arizona and writes about what he finds. He is the author of several books and is a member of the Arizona Tourism Hall of Fame. He lives in Cottonwood, Arizona. For more information, visit www.rogernaylor.com.





Introduction


While the Grand Canyon may be the defining feature of Arizona, it only begins to hint at the scenic diversity of the state. From the red rocks of Sedona to the snow-capped peaks rising above Flagstaff, from the green farm fields of Yuma to the tall saguaros of the Sonoran Desert, from the sparkling lakes of the White Mountains to the lonely monoliths spread across the Navajo Nation, prepare to be surprised and delighted at every turn.

Veer off the interstates and you’ll find hidden treasures that the Sunday travel sections often overlook. From secluded beaches on massive Lake Mead and stunning swimming holes in little-traveled regions of the Grand Canyon to an annual jousting fest in the desert and a folklore preserve tucked into a wildlife-rich canyon, Arizona holds more curiosities than any weeklong vacation itinerary could even begin to include.

Arizona is the sixth largest state, so there’s a lot of ground to cover. This is where you’ll find the first International Dark Sky Community. Ancient archaeological wonders are scattered across the landscape. Some rodeos here date back to the Old West era. Arizona is known for world-renowned birding hotspots, the best Mexican food this side of the border, and hiking trails galore. Bountiful sunshine is another inducement. This is where you go to revel in 70-degree winter days—unless you’re skiing the snowy slopes. Feel free to take advantage of both. Arizona is where you go to ski and swim on the same day.

Far from a cultural desert, Arizona has just about any arts-related diversion visitors might wish to enjoy, including Broadway-style shows; resident symphony, ballet, and theatrical companies; and venues for rock concerts and jazz jams. Add to this a generous supply of top-notch museums—showcasing Native American heritage, contemporary fine art, lifestyles of long-gone civilizations, and the flora and fauna of the enigmatic Sonoran Desert—and you’ll quickly discover that there is infinitely more here than is often believed.

Sports fans will find their nirvana in Phoenix, the nation’s fifth largest city, with professional teams wearing the uniforms of nearly every league imaginable—from the NBA’s Phoenix Suns and the MLB’s Arizona Diamondbacks to the NFL’s Arizona Cardinals. Fans can even root for their own home teams during spring-training exhibition games that bring the boys of summer to intimate ballparks throughout the Valley of the Sun. Longtime local favorites include the Arizona State University Sun Devils and their rivals to the south, the University of Arizona Wildcats. For an even wilder sport, visitors should check out one of the many rodeos that are staged each year, demonstrating the best skills that area cowboys have to offer!

At the end of the day, relax and unwind in some of Arizona’s unique lodgings. Nowhere will you find your accommodations as diverse or—in many cases—luxurious. City slickers can relive their childhood fantasies at one of the many authentic guest ranches, and those in search of the ultimate in service and style can choose from dozens of top-rated resort hotels that offer activities ranging from water parks and European-style spas to horseback riding and championship golf. And if a day on the links is your idea of heaven, Arizona has a course for nearly every day of the year.

Even film buffs will find a fascinating array of locations that include working movie sets to scenic vistas that have served as studio “back lots” for decades. Wander among the landscapes that John Wayne galloped through. This is also where Princess Leia garroted Jabba the Hutt, where Curly McLain sang about the surrey with the fringe on top, where the planet was ruled by apes, where Mars launched not one but two invasions, and where swarms of piranhas munched a bunch of spring break partiers—in gory 3D no less.

Some of the destinations in this book will have you traveling on the main drag into the heart of cities and towns; others will send you down winding back roads where you’ll encounter startling beauty, wide-open spaces, and a treasure trove of memory-making sights and attractions. And oh yeah—the sunsets are often lavish extravaganzas of fiery sky and dazzling light.


Elevations and Temperatures

One of the most surprising facts about Arizona is the variety of climates and landscapes. It’s not all deserts; it’s not all lowlands. In fact, the terrain ranges from 70 feet above sea level near Yuma to 12,633 feet and alpine tundra atop the San Francisco Peaks. Arizona has twenty-seven peaks that tower above 10,000 feet. Even Phoenix is at a higher elevation than you might imagine at 1,117 feet. The ride through the center of the state is a nice surprise as it climbs from the lower deserts, up the Mogollon Rim, to 7,000 feet at Flagstaff and beyond where the great, colorful gouge of the Grand Canyon is carved from the Colorado Plateau.


Arizona Climate at a Glance
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Average annual days of sunshine: 299
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Tucson Average Temperatures
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Flagstaff Average Temperatures
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The Four Corners: Arizona as Part of a Southwest Itinerary

In so many ways Arizona is the heart of the Southwest. It is home to more Indian tribes than any other state in the union, and it is bordered by several major national parks, monuments, and recreation areas. Traveling from New Mexico in the east, you can develop an itinerary that might include several national monuments and national historic parks (El Morro and El Malpais between Albuquerque and Gallup, Gila Cliff Dwellings west of Truth or Consequences, White Sands near Las Cruces, or Aztec Ruins and Chaco Culture near Farmington in the northwest corner). In western Colorado you can visit Curacanti National Recreation Area and Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park between Montrose and Gunnison; then continue through the western Colorado ski country to Durango and visit Mesa Verde National Park and Canyons of the Ancients National Monument near Four Corners. In southern Utah you’ll find the beginning of the extensive chain of national parks, monuments, and recreation areas that stretches from Utah through northern Arizona to southern Nevada and includes Arches, Canyonlands, Capitol Reef, Glen Canyon/Lake Powell, Grand Canyon National Park, and Lake Mead/Hoover Dam; also in southern Utah are Zion and Bryce Canyon National Parks. In southern Nevada, adjacent to Lake Mead, you’ll find the popular Red Rock Canyon and Valley of Fire State Park. Finally, to the west in California are the Joshua Tree and Death Valley National Parks, as well as the Mojave National Preserve and Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area.


NEW MEXICO


	Navajo and Zuni Reservations (both are partly in New Mexico and partly in Arizona)

	Bisti/De-Na-Zin Wilderness Area

	El Morro National Monument

	El Malpais National Monument

	Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument

	Chaco Culture National Historic Park

	Aztec Ruins National Monument

	White Sands National Park






COLORADO


	Curecanti National Recreation Area


	Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park

	Canyons of the Ancients National Monument

	Mesa Verde National Park










FOR More Information about Arizona

Arizona Office of Tourism (Administration Office)


1110 Washington St. Ste. 155

Phoenix, AZ 85007

(602) 364-3700

or (866) 275-5816

visitarizona.com

Phoenix Visitor Information Center


400 E. Van Buren St., Ste. 600

Phoenix, AZ 85004

(877) 225-5749

visitphoenix.com

Flagstaff Convention and Visitors Bureau


1 E. Rte. 66

Flagstaff, AZ 86001

(928) 213-2951

or (800) 379-0065

flagstaffarizona.org

Tucson Visitor Center


115 N. Church Ave.

Tucson, AZ 85701

(800) 638-8350

visittucson.org

WEBSITES

Official site of the Arizona Office of Tourism: visitarizona.com

Arizona Bureau of Land Management: blm.gov/arizona

Arizona Game and Fish: azgfd.com

Arizona Department of Commerce: azcommerce.com

Arizona Department of Transportation: azdot.gov

Arizona Highways magazine: arizonahighways.com

Arizona Republic newspaper: azcentral.com

Arizona State Parks and Trails: azstateparks.com

US Fish and Wildlife Services: fws.gov/southwest








UTAH


	Arches National Park

	Canyonlands National Park

	Capitol Reef National Park

	Natural Bridges National Monument

	Glen Canyon National Recreation Area

	Bryce Canyon National Park

	Zion National Park






NEVADA


	Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area

	Valley of Fire State Park

	Lake Mead National Recreation Area






CALIFORNIA


	Joshua Tree National Park

	Mojave National Preserve

	Death Valley National Park

	Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area








Fast Facts About the Grand Canyon State


	
State gem: Turquoise

	
State fossil: Petrified wood

	
State mammal: Ringtail

	
State reptile: Arizona ridge-nosed rattlesnake

	
State fish: Apache trout

	
State amphibian: Arizona tree frog

	
State butterfly: Two-tailed swallowtail

	
State songs: “Arizona March Song” and “Arizona”

	
State colors: Blue and gold

	
State tree: Palo verde

	
State bird: Cactus wren

	
State flower: Saguaro cactus blossom


	
State motto: Ditat Deus (God Enriches)

	
Official state neckwear (yes, there really is one): Bolo tie

	
Arizona’s largest newspaper: The 
Arizona Republic, Phoenix






Dining and Lodging Pricing Key

Arizona dining and lodging vary greatly throughout the state and change seasonally.


PLACES TO EAT


The price code reflects the average price of a dinner entrée (excluding cocktails, wine, appetizers, desserts, tax, and tip). You can usually expect to pay less for lunch and/or breakfast, when applicable.


	Up to $12$

	$13 to $25$$

	$26 and up$$$






PLACES TO STAY

The price code reflects the average cost of a double-occupancy room during the high season (not including tax or extras). Always ask whether any special discounts are available.


	Up to $100$

	$101 to $200$$

	$201 and up$$$











Northern Arizona




Flagstaff Area

Those who consider Arizona nothing but a desert state have never ventured to the northlands. In just a short drive, travelers leave the lower deserts behind, climbing in elevation to high green meadows and expansive forests. Sitting at 7,000 feet above sea level, along the base of the towering San Francisco Peaks, is the alpine community of 
Flagstaff.
 This is the anchor of Northern Arizona, a cool escape during summer heat and a snowy wonderland in winter months. The community acquired its name following a flag-raising ceremony marking the nation’s centennial. Settlers chose a tall pine, trimmed its branches, and attached a flag to the top.

The city of 77,000 is located in Coconino County, the second largest county in the United States. Over the years “Flag” (as it’s known to Arizonans) has been a logging and ranching community and an important railroad stop. Check out the historic, redbrick Santa Fe train depot on Historic Route 66 in the middle of town, where the 
Flagstaff Visitor Center
 (928-213-2951 or 800-379-0065; flagstaffarizona.org) provides a great starting point for exploration in the area.






 

NORTHERN ARIZONA
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AUTHOR’S FAVORITES IN NORTHERN ARIZONA


Antelope Canyon

El Tovar Lodge

Glen Canyon National Recreation Area

Grand Canyon National Park—North Rim

Jerome Art and Wine Walk

Museum of Northern Arizona

Oak Creek Canyon

Pink Jeep Tours

Verde Canyon Railroad

Wupatki National Monument



Because of the elevation, the forests around Flagstaff are lush with ponderosa pine (the largest spread of ponderosa pine in the world, in fact, grows in this area), aspen, and brilliantly colored wildflowers. Surrounded by gorgeous scenery, including the volcanic remains of the 12,000-foot San Francisco Peaks, it has preserved many of its historic sites and much of its architecture and thus retains a small-town feel. Still, it has modern amenities that make it comfortable and convenient for residents and visitors alike. The main street, Milton Road, is lined with restaurants (both national chains and local mom-and-pop places), motels, hotels, and shopping centers; it also passes right by Northern Arizona University (NAU).

If you came to Flag for the mountains, take a fast route into the high country. US 180 bears north from downtown toward all sorts of recreational opportunities, with an educational stop along the way.



arizonatrivia

Flagstaff garnered the honor of being named the world’s first “International Dark Sky City” by the International Dark Sky Association.





The 
Museum of Northern Arizona
 (928-774-5213; musnaz.org) first opened in 1928. The exhibits at this museum encompass the biology, geology, anthropology, and fine arts of both northern Arizona and the Four Corners region. It has displays ranging from a life-size statue of a Dilophosaurus (a carnivorous dinosaur whose remains have been found only in this region) to an anthropology exhibit that traces the region’s history back 12,000 years and fine arts made by Zuni, Hopi, and Navajo Nations. Open Wednesdays through Mondays from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.




TOP ANNUAL EVENTS IN NORTHERN ARIZONA

FEBRUARY

Sedona International Film Festival


Sedona

(928) 282-1177

sedonafilmfestival.com

International independent cinema, documentary, and animation panel discussions featuring leading film professionals.

Chocolate Lovers’ Special


Clarkdale

(800) 582-7245

verdecanyonrr.com

A romantic Valentine celebration aboard a vintage excursion train with wines and beverages, gourmet chocolate, house-made truffles, pralines, cupcakes, and delectable cocktails.

MARCH

Pecan and Wine Festival


Camp Verde

(928) 554-0851

visitcampverde.com

An annual celebration of Camp Verde pecan growers and wineries, along with live music, local artists, and food trucks.

APRIL

Verde Valley Birding and Nature Festival


Cottonwood

(928) 641-6013

verderiver.org

Celebrate nature with workshops and field trips to birding hot spots in the Verde Valley and at Dead Horse Ranch State Park. Other activities include geology trips, butterfly and plant walks, and nature photography exhibits.

Cinco de Mayo


Sedona

(928) 282-4838

tlaq.com

A colorful festival at Tlaquepaque Arts and Crafts Village filled with music, dance, and food.

JUNE

Flagstaff Pro Rodeo


Flagstaff

flagstaffrodeo.com

A Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA) approved rodeo featuring bull riding, bareback riding, team roping, steer wrestling, barrel racing, and tie-down roping.

JULY

Arizona Highland Celtic Festival


Flagstaff

nachs.info

A Celtic celebration honoring the people of Brittany, Cornwall, Scotland, and Wales.

AUGUST

Hopi Festival of Arts and Culture


Flagstaff

(928) 522-8675

Hopifestival.com

A rare chance to learn more about Hopi culture through demonstrations of art, music, and traditional social dances.

Coconino County Fair


Flagstaff

(928) 679-8000

coconinocountyfair.com

Northern Arizona’s largest county fair features educational exhibits, livestock, live entertainment, a demolition derby, and carnival at the Fort Tuthill Coconino County Fairgrounds.

SEPTEMBER

Grand Canyon Music Festival


Grand Canyon National Park South Rim

(928) 638-9215

grandcanyonmusicfest.org

A series of concerts, from jazz to classical, performed at Shrine of the Ages Auditorium by musicians from all over the country.

Festival of Science


Flagstaff

scifest.org

A celebration and promotion of science awareness and enthusiasm through field trips, exhibits, and lectures.

Verde River Day


Cottonwood

(928) 634-5283

azstateparks.com

This environmental event showcases the importance of the Verde River with exhibits, hands-on activities, fishing, canoeing, nature walks, and live entertainment at Dead Horse Ranch State Park.

OCTOBER

Slide Rock Fall Festival


Oak Creek

(928) 282-3034

azstateparks.com

Pick apples from an orchard planted in 1912 and enjoy birding, history tours, arts and crafts, and kids’ games at Slide Rock State Park.

Celebraciónes de la Gente


Flagstaff

(928) 774-5213

musnaz.org

A Diá de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) celebration at the Museum of Northern Arizona with Hispanic artists, Latin music, Aztec fire dancing, storytelling, mariachis, and ballet folklorico performances.

Fort Verde Days


Camp Verde

(928) 567-3275

azstateparks.com

March to the beat of a different drum and learn about Arizona’s military history with flag ceremonies, living history presentations, cavalry drills, and a vintage baseball game.




NOVEMBER

Page Lake Powell Balloon Regatta


Page

(928) 612-2928

pagechamberstreetfair.com

Enjoy the spectacle of sixty hot air balloons wafting along the azure waters of the lake, above the sandstone cliffs. There’s also a street fair, beer garden, and Saturday night balloon glow.

Polar Express


Williams

(800) THE-TRAIN

thetrain.com

Take a journey to the “North Pole” on this special evening train ride held through December. The magical adventure takes its cue from the classic children’s book The Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg and includes hot chocolate, cookies, caroling, storytelling, and a visit from Santa Claus.

Parade of Lights


Williams

(928) 635-4061

experiencewilliams.com

Get into the Christmas spirit with carolers, luminarias, a fine-arts show, shopping, and hot chocolate.

DECEMBER

Great Pinecone Drop


Flagstaff

(928) 779-1919

weatherfordhotel.com

A giant lighted pinecone drops from the top of the Weatherford Hotel in downtown Flagstaff to ring in the New Year. It drops first at 10 p.m. on New Year’s Eve to coordinate with the Times Square festivities and then again at midnight.





US 180 takes you to the turnoff for the 
Arizona Snowbowl
 (928-447-9928; snowbowl.ski), 7 miles from downtown. The ski resort offers 55 trails for skiers and snowboarders of all abilities and includes the longest vertical drop in Arizona. Snowbowl receives an average of 260 inches of snow per year, and supplemental snow-making equipment makes for a long season. Ski rentals and repairs are available, and you can sign up for beginner or intermediate lessons (also a children’s ski school, beginning at age four, runs throughout the season). Enjoy multiple types of dining experiences at the resort including open-air patios, ski-in ski-out dining, and quick service windows.

For those who prefer cross-country skiing or maybe snowshoeing, 
Arizona Nordic Village
 (16848 US 180; 928-220-0550; arizonanordicvillage.com) provides a peaceful getaway with a collection of yurts scattered amid ponderosa pines and long meadows. A few cabins and yurts are conveniently located near the parking lot. Others are tucked away in the backcountry for anyone seeking seclusion. Each yurt comes furnished with mattresses, table, chairs, a battery-powered lantern, and wood stove. Pack in sleeping bags and other supplies. Or flip the season and visit during the delicious summer months to savor starry skies, hiking, and herds of elk grazing nearby.

All summer long, Flagstaff’s moderate temperature (the average high is 80 degrees) draws many Arizonans who want to escape the heat. The surrounding forest area offers premier hiking and camping opportunities. Visitors can explore forest land, canyons, and national monuments. The city even has an urban trails system that grants easy access to open spaces. The Flagstaff Visitor Center has specific maps of these trails, which include treks to the summit of Humphreys Peak (the tallest mountain in Arizona, at 12,633 feet) and to many scenic aspen groves and alpine meadows in the Coconino National Forest.

Nature buffs will especially enjoy exploring the wide-open spaces at the 
Hart Prairie Preserve
 (928-779-6129; nature.org). Located 14 miles north of Flagstaff, this 245-acre preserve protects such endangered plants as the delicate bloomer stock and the rare Bebb’s willow tree. The preserve is managed by the Nature Conservancy and is open for guided tours and nature walks from May through October. Check the calendar of events on their website.

Nearby, a mile-long lava tube cave offers an opportunity to explore a volcanic vent that was created from a lava flow more than 700,000 years ago. Notice the stone icicles hanging from the ceiling and the ripples in the rock from the path of the molten lava. The temperature stays cool year-round, so be sure to wear warm clothes and sturdy shoes. Also, bring several light sources to explore the mile-long 
Lava River Cave.
 Dogs are not allowed. The cave is located about 14 miles north of Flagstaff. Take US 180 to FR 245 at milepost 230. Turn west and drive 3 miles to FR 171. Turn south and drive 1 mile to where FR 171B ends at Lava River Cave. For more information, contact the Flagstaff Ranger Station (928-526-0866; fs.usda.gov/coconino).

The 
Lowell Observatory
, located at the top of Mars Hill, was built by astronomer Percival Lowell, a Mars buff who published a book about that planet’s canals. Lowell erroneously believed there was life on the Angry Red Planet. He was right on the mark, however, when he predicted that a ninth planet—Planet X—would be discovered. In 1930, fourteen years after Lowell’s death, astronomy assistant Clyde Tombaugh found the heavenly body, now known as Pluto, while studying photographic plates. In 2024, Lowell opened the 
Marley Foundation Astronomy Discovery Center
 (1400 W. Mars Hill Rd.: 928-774-3358; lowell.edu). The $53 million building is a state-of-the-art science center featuring interactive exhibits, a beautiful theater, and an open-air observatory. Kids and grownups alike will enjoy all the hands-on activities that includes scale models of the solar system and a place to build and launch rockets. The rooftop viewing area uses Flagstaff’s dark skies as a natural planetarium dome. Astronomers will be on hand to point out different stars and constellations winking at us from the cosmos. The theater contains a 25-foot-tall LED screen and offers immersive presentations and spectacular imagery. The observatory is open Wednesdays through Sundays. Hours vary seasonally. Guided tours are given during the day and evening programs are conducted. Admission.

All year round, downtown Flagstaff bustles with activity. It supports an eclectic mix of college students, ski bums, cowboys, hikers, mountain bikers, international travelers, and desert refugees. Much of the Phoenix population heads to Flag to cool off in the summer and to zip down snowy slopes in winter. Shops, eateries, and bars are packed into historic buildings spread across a few walkable blocks. The adjacent campus of NAU adds an artistic free-spirited vibe to the scene. You’ll find everything from outdoor outfitters to galleries selling exquisite Native American artwork. Heritage Square serves as a town center and is the site of concerts, events, and even summertime movies.

Downtown also nourishes a thriving craft brewing scene. The 
Beaver Street Brewery
 (11 S. Beaver St.; 928-779-0079; beaverstreetbrewery.com) features an extensive menu that includes everything from salads and sandwiches to wood-fired gourmet pizzas. Killer desserts include a chocolate bread pudding. $$. 
Flagstaff Brewing Company
 (16 E. Rte. 66; 928-773-1442; flagbrew.com) offers a casual pub atmosphere that spills onto a nice patio, where diners enjoy burgers and sandwiches paired with their handcrafted beers. $$.

As Flag’s main drag, 
Historic Route 66
, cuts through downtown, running parallel to the railroad tracks that still rattle with trains throughout the day. While the visitor center occupies one half of the 1926 depot, a Tudor Revival brick building with a cross-gabled roof, the other end still serves as the Amtrak station. The Southside District stretches south from the railroad tracks and was once known for a handful of dive bars but has undergone a renaissance. It’s now packed with boutiques, galleries, and great restaurants.


Numerous motels, ski lodges, and bed-and-breakfast inns provide accommodations in and around Flagstaff. Just about every moderately priced national chain has a presence in Flagstaff, but 
Bespoke Inn
 (410 N. Leroux St.; 928-981-4095; bespokeinnflagstaff.com) is one of the best lodging choices in town. Close to the visitor center, this 1894 Craftsman-style home has eleven beautifully appointed guest rooms and suites, many with fireplaces. $$$.

For another historic Craftsman-style home, stop by the 
Riordan Mansion State Historic Park
 (409 Riordan Rd.; 928-779-4395; azstateparks.com). Tucked away behind the Target store on Milton Road, this massive, multistory log cabin was built in 1904 for Timothy and Michael Riordan, owners of the Arizona Lumber and Timber Company. The building’s architect was none other than Charles Whittlesey, designer of the El Tovar Hotel at the South Rim of the Grand Canyon as well as Old Faithful Lodge at Yellowstone. State park rangers give guided tours of the mansion. Hours vary seasonally. Guided tours are offered on the hour and can be concluded with self-guided tours of the grounds. During December, the mansion is decked out in all of its Victorian holiday finery. Admission. Reservations are recommended.

Before leaving the Flagstaff area, make sure to stop by 
Walnut Canyon National Monument 
(928-526-3367; nps.gov/waca), which comprises more than 300 rooms built into limestone cliffs as part of a prehistoric Sinaguan settlement. The visitor center has displays of pottery and artifacts recovered from the area. The monument can be reached by traveling east on I-40 about 7 miles. Admission is good for seven days.

South of Flagstaff, Plateau Country extends from the San Francisco Peaks to the rolling highlands, filled with scattered prairies and lakes, including 
Mormon Lake
. Recreational activities include camping, wildlife watching, and hiking. Water levels will vary as precipitation fills the shallow depressions in the area’s volcanic caprock. 
Plateau Lakes Scenic Drive
,
 
open April through October, follows Forest Hwy. 3 (Lake Mary Road) about 33 miles to FR 213. Turn west and drive 15 miles on FR 213 to I-17. For more information, contact the Flagstaff Ranger Station (5075 N. US 89; 928-526-0866; fs.usda.gov/coconino) in Flagstaff.


Mormon Lake Lodge
 (928-354-2227; mormonlakelodge.com) is a 300-acre resort that features restaurants, a country store, a western saloon hosting live music on summer weekends, horseback riding, cabin rentals, and a campground. The lodge closes during the winter.

Many visitors to Flagstaff make Grand Canyon’s South Rim their next stop. An excellent way to see this natural wonder is to take I-40 west and drive about 30 miles to the town of 
Williams
 (928-635-4061; experiencewilliams.com), which is named for William Sherley “Old Bill” Williams, a famous trapper and Arizona mountain man. One of the first sights you’ll encounter is 
Bearizona
 (928-635-2289; bearizona.com), just off I-40 at exit 165. The drive-through wildlife park gives visitors a chance to see black bears, bison, wolves, and a host of other critters relaxing in the pine shade. They also offer animal chats, feedings, and shows several times each day. The Fort Bearizona section can be explored on foot. Admission.

This tiny Main Street locale was the last Historic Route 66 town to be bypassed by the completion of I-40 in 1984, and with its old-fashioned street lamps, blazing neon, and century-old brick storefronts, it offers visitors a trip back in time. For a bite to eat, drop by 
Station 66 Italian Bistro
 (144 W. Rte. 66; 928-635-5329; thestation66.com) for wood-fired pizzas, craft cocktails, and a roof deck and patio overlooking the Mother Road. $$.

For outdoor adventure, check out one of the four nearby lakes—
Dogtown
,
 White Horse
, 
Cataract
,
 
and 
Kaibab Lakes
. The small lakes have some fine fishing and make a great backdrop for camping, hiking, and wildlife watching in 
Kaibab National Forest
. For more information, stop by the 
Williams and Forest Service Visitor Center
 (200 W. Railroad Ave.; 928-635-4061; fs.usda.gov/kaibab). The Kaibab National Forest Service provides interpretive exhibits about the area, maps are available, and rangers are on hand to answer questions.

If camping isn’t your style, you can’t go wrong with a stay at the 
Sheridan House Inn
 (460 E. Sheridan Ave.; 928-635-8991; sheridanhouseinn.com). This cozy inn is nestled among 2 acres of pines on a hillside overlooking town. The romantic bed-and-breakfast offers luxurious rooms and a child-free environment. Several indulgences can be added to your stay, including dinner by a personal chef, a gourmet picnic basket for two, a charcuterie board, and more. Breakfast is always a grand affair, and the owners enjoy helping guests plan their Grand Canyon getaways. $$$.

Williams is also the home of the 
Grand Canyon Railway
 (800-843-8724; thetrain.com). Initially built both for passengers and to serve area mines, the railway carried its first passengers to the Grand Canyon in 1901. Over time it transported US presidents as well as other dignitaries and celebrities to see one of the world’s most famous attractions.

Unfortunately, the train couldn’t compete with America’s love affair with the automobile, and in 1968 it carried its last passengers. The defunct railroad was purchased in 1989 by Max Biegert, who restored not only the tracks, the engines, and the cars but also the 
Grand Canyon Railway Hotel
 (800-843-8724; thetrain.com), which now serves as the railway’s depot as well as a museum and gift shop.


Using historic diesel (and on special days, steam) engines, the train takes passengers through 65 miles of glorious Arizona territory (which is especially spectacular when it’s wearing a snowy winter mantle) and transports them back in time. There are six classes of service, including an observation dome. The end car, which has an observation platform, actually uses upholstered chairs and sofas. Entertainers perform traditional and original music about life and love on the frontier. If you take this route to the canyon, be prepared for some excitement—it’s not unusual for a “train robbery” to take place, staged by bandits on horseback.

Beverages and snacks are served during the trip, which begins in Williams at 9:30 a.m. (be at the depot between 8:30 and 9:00 a.m.) and arrives at the Grand Canyon’s South Rim at 11:45 a.m. Passengers debark at the canyon’s historic depot and can tour the area’s numerous attractions before the train pulls out at 3:30 p.m. for the trek back to Williams. You will return by 5:45 p.m. All times, starting with departures, occur an hour earlier in November and December. Admission.

Besides being an easy and entertaining way to see the canyon, the train helps to cut down on pollution from the nearly 100,000 cars yearly that—without the railroad—would otherwise all be driven to the scenic wonder.

The approximately 3-hour layover at the canyon gives you plenty of time to see El Tovar Hotel, Lookout Studio, Bright Angel Lodge, Hopi House, and the other attractions in the immediate area. If you wish to stay longer—especially if you want to hike or take a mule ride in the canyon—you can book a return on a different date and stay at one of the lodges within the park.


Grand Canyon National Park: South Rim

Named a national park by President Woodrow Wilson in 1919, 
Grand Canyon National Park
 (928-638-7888; nps.gov/grca) remains the crown jewel of Arizona’s tourism offerings. Drawing 6 million visitors a year, this natural wonder steals your breath no matter how many times you peer over its edge. Each time of day and each season brings a distinct palette of hues to the canyon, providing its own unique panorama. A word of caution, though: There is often no barrier between visitors and the abyss. Unfortunately, it’s not at all unusual for a hapless tourist to discover the laws of gravity a little too late. Enjoy the view but respect the potential danger that exists—particularly for the careless. The entrance fee to the national park is good for 7 days.

Approximately 90 percent of the visitors heading to 
Grand Canyon 
come
 
to the 
South Rim
.
 
It’s more accessible and open all year, which can also lead to lines at the entrance station, especially during the busy spring and summer seasons. If it will fit your itinerary, try to plan your trip during the slower fall and winter months. Approaching from the south, the town of 
Tusayan
 (844-638-2901; grandcanyoncvb.org) sits just outside the park entrance. Along with the hotels, restaurants, shops, and service stations, Tusayan operates a free shuttle from March through September. You can purchase a park entrance pass at several businesses in town and glide past some of the traffic.



Grand Canyon Fun Facts

Age: 6 to 7 million years old

Depth: North Rim inner canyon—5,700 feet; South Rim inner canyon—4,500 feet

Width: 10 miles average

Length: 277 miles

Area: 1,904 square miles

Elevation: North Rim—8,200 feet; South Rim—7,000 feet

Visitors: 5 to 6 million per year





Another option is to skip the main entrance on AZ 64/US 180 approached from Williams or Flagstaff. You can travel an off-the-beaten-path route by entering the east entrance. It means driving north from Flag on US 89 to Cameron and then turning west on AZ 64 toward the park. While in 
Cameron
, stop at the 
Cameron Trading Post
 (928-679-2231 or 800-338-7385; camerontradingpost.com), where you can shop for everything from Native American artifacts and artwork to more run-of-the-mill souvenirs.

Entering the east entrance of the Grand Canyon at 
Desert View
, visitors will find an array of services including a general store, deli, gift shop, ice cream parlor, and campground. Of course, the most eye-catching structure is perched on the rim, a sharp vertical note of weathered stone. The
 Watchtower 
was designed by Mary Jane Colter (who also was the architect for the Hopi House, Bright Angel Lodge, and several other Grand Canyon buildings). Built in 1932, the Watchtower is done in the style of ancient people and is the highest viewpoint on the South Rim. Hopi artist Fred Kabotie painted the wall murals inside. Cultural demonstrations conducted by tribal members take place from spring through fall in and around the Watchtower. Visitors can climb several flights of stairs to the top of the 70-foot tower when staffing allows, where they will find fabulous views of Painted Desert and the Vermilion Cliffs in the distance and an imposing stretch of the Colorado River far below. When you’re finally done savoring the remarkable vistas, continue traveling on the 25-mile 
Desert View Drive
 as it snakes its way along the rim. Don’t plan on making especially good time. Several designated overlooks will entice you to pull over. Each viewpoint provides a different perspective of the terraced cliffs and colorful strata of the inner canyon. From 
Lipan Point
, you may be able to watch rafts plunge through rowdy Hance Rapid on the Colorado River. Other highlights along the Desert View Drive are the remains of an Ancestral Puebloan dwelling at the 
Tusayan Ruin and Museum
, the lovely 
Buggeln
 picnic area, and 
Moran Point
, where three main rock groups are clearly visible.



arizonatrivia

Explorer John Wesley Powell was a brave soul, becoming the first man to successfully navigate the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon in 1869—despite the fact he lost an arm in the Civil War.





The Desert View Drive ends near the 
Grand Canyon Visitor Center
, an expansive hub for information, bike rentals, coffee, snacks, and exhibits as well as a gift shop and bookstore. Whether you’re approaching from the main or east entrance, plan on stopping here. If you’d prefer to let someone else do the driving, park here and board one of the free shuttle buses that loop through 
Grand Canyon Village
 and to a variety of scenic overlooks.

There are several lodging options available at the South Rim in Grand Canyon Village. 
El Tovar
 (928-638-2631 or 888-297-2757; grandcanyonlodges.com) is the hotel of choice here. This 1905 hotel, named for a Spanish explorer who personally never laid eyes on the canyon, is elegant and yet has an undeniable frontier simplicity and ruggedness that might make you remember the Scout lodges of your childhood. $$$. The lobby and common areas are open to sightseeing tourists, and the hotel’s dining room serves southwestern cuisine, fresh seafood, and specialty desserts. The restaurant is often booked solid, so reservations are recommended and can be made 30 days in advance. $$.

Another favorite is the 
Bright Angel Lodge and Cabins
 (928-638-2631 or 888-297-2757; grandcanyonlodges.com), designed by famed architect Mary Colter. The 1935 log-and-stone structure, which sits within a few yards of the canyon rim, offers both motel-style rooms and cabins. $$. The 
Harvey House Café
 serves family-style meals all day, whereas the
 Arizona Steakhouse
 serves lunch and dinner with a menu focused on local and sustainable dishes. $$$.

When you’re ready to walk off your meal, check out 
Lookout Studio
, which sells everything from fossil specimens (not from the park, which is protected) to books and videos about the area. At the rear of the studio, visitors can step out onto a balcony that offers a great view and a good photo opportunity. Another popular gift shop is the 
Hopi House
 (928-638-2631), a National Historic Landmark constructed in 1904 to look like an adobe-block Hopi village.

Don’t miss the 
Kolb Studio
, a sprawling structure clinging to the canyon wall near the head of the Bright Angel Trail. It served as home and studio to Ellsworth and Emery Kolb, pioneering photographers of Grand Canyon. The brothers got their start photographing mule riders as they would descend into the canyon. After snapping the photograph, one of the Kolbs would then sprint down the trail past the mule string, down the switchbacks, traveling 4.6 miles to the oasis of Havasupai Gardens, where a small stream of fresh water flowed. They had a darkroom there where they would develop the photo and then turn around and climb the 4.6 miles out of the canyon—9.2 miles total—and be standing at the trailhead with the souvenir photograph for sale when the mule riders emerged. The brothers later became the twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh men to successfully raft the Colorado River through Grand Canyon. And they shot a motion picture of the journey, which they began showing at the studio in 1915. Although Ellsworth left in the 1920s to chase other adventures, Emery stayed put and continued to photograph mule riders (although he did stop his canyon sprints after a few years) and dignitaries, even raising a family. He died in 1976, the last of the Grand Canyon pioneers. Today, the studio has been restored and serves as a retail shop and art gallery. Tours of the private residence are occasionally conducted.

If you’d rather hike than shop, you’ll have several options. The Rim Trail serves as the main artery through the Village and beyond. The 13-mile route is level and mostly paved as it stretches along the rim from the South Kaibab Trail all the way to Hermits Rest. The views never stop, and away from the hubbub of the commercial district it becomes easy to form a personal connection to this big hole in the ground. To dip your toes into the abyss, the 
Bright Angel Trail
 is one of the most popular hiking trails in the world. You should consider yourself warned: it’s a lot easier hiking down the steep switchbacks than climbing back up! This hike should be attempted only if you’re wearing appropriate hiking shoes and carrying enough water and snacks. The park rangers like to remind folks that hiking into the canyon is optional, but hiking out is mandatory. For a slightly less crowded and even more scenic experience, take a saunter down the 
South Kaibab Trail
, east of the Village. Most trails into the canyon follow a natural fault formed in the rock layers. But the South Kaibab chases a ridgeline, so after a few cliff-hugging switchbacks, it bursts into the open with views up and down the gorge. There is a broad plateau and vault toilet at Cedar Ridge, 1.5 miles from the trailhead. This 3-mile round-trip hike makes a good outing for reasonably fit and prepared visitors.



arizonatrivia

Summertime temperatures on the South Rim range from 50 to 80 degrees Fahrenheit; in the canyon on the Colorado River 5,000 feet below, they can climb higher than 100 degrees Fahrenheit.





For the adventure of a lifetime, you might consider spending the night at the bottom. Nestled along the banks of Bright Angel Creek on the north side of the Colorado River, 
Phantom Ranch
 (888-297-2757; grandcanyonlodges.com) is a shady oasis. Designed by Mary Colter in the 1920s, this collection of rustic cabins is spread among the trees. The cabins vary in size and can sleep two to ten people and are equipped with bedding and a cold-water sink. There are also dormitories for men and women. Each dorm has five bunk beds, a shower, and a shared bathroom. Breakfast and dinner are served up family-style in the mess hall–style restaurant. All Phantom Ranch reservations for meals and bed space must be made in advance by entering a lottery system.



A Scenic Jaunt

You can take a scenic horseback trail ride up to the East Rim from 
Apache Stables

 in Tusayan (928-638-2891; apachestables.com). Sign up for a 1-hour or 2-hour ride taking you through Kaibab National Forest. One of the best times to make this trek is in the morning when the sun is rising over the canyon and the colors are deep and vibrant.





There are established backcountry campgrounds in the canyon and numerous backcountry campsites. Call 928-638-7875 for information. Permit requests can be downloaded from the park website (nps.gov/grca). By the way, you can actually post mail from down here—it will be stamped with the postmark “Delivered by Mule from the Bottom of the Canyon.”



arizonatrivia

Only one Native American tribe resides at the bottom of the Grand Canyon—the Havasupai. The Havasupai Reservation lies outside the national park.





Another rim drive extends west from Grand Canyon Village. 
Hermit Road
 is closed to private auto traffic from March through November and is accessed only by a free shuttle bus. If you go off season, you can drive the historic roadway, which features nine overlooks along the 7-mile drive. Some of the best scenery can be seen at 
The Abyss
, which reveals a 3,000-foot cliff to the Tonto Platform and a few isolated sandstone columns. Another favorite on Hermit Road is 
Hopi Point
, with its wide vistas making it a popular sunrise and sunset viewing spot. The road ends at Hermits Rest, built by Mary Colter in 1914 to resemble an old miner’s cabin. This is the westernmost viewpoint on the South Rim and the trailhead for 
Hermit Trail
—a wickedly steep and rugged trail leading into the inner canyon.

The mules of Grand Canyon are almost as iconic as the rocky formations. The canyon is well known for its mule trips, which take riders along the canyon trails. The 
World Famous Mule Rides
 (888-297-2757; grandcanyonlodges.com) are offered daily and range from a 3-hour Canyon Vistas topside ride to a strenuous overnight trip to Phantom Ranch. Canyon Vistas does not enter the canyon but follows a scenic trail along the rim. All riders must weigh less than 200 pounds, or 225 pounds fully dressed (depending on the ride—and, yes, they do weigh everyone!), must be at least 4 feet, 9 inches in height, and, for safety’s sake, must be able to speak and understand English. Long pants, long-sleeved shirts, and closed-toed shoes are also required. These beasts do walk right along the trail’s edge, so the faint of heart may want to find another activity. The treks are popular, so reservations should be made as far in advance as possible.



Baaj Nwaavjo I’tah Kukveni—Ancestral Footprints of the Grand Canyon National Monument

In 2023, the Grand Canyon acquired an additional layer of protection when President Joe Biden designated a new national monument covering nearly a million acres of federal lands to the south and north of the mighty cleft in the earth. Baaj Nwaavjo I’tah Kukveni preserves thousands of Native American cultural sites and also protects this critical watershed by preventing new uranium mining. Baaj nwaavjo means “where Indigenous peoples roam” in the Havasupai language, and i’tah kukveni are the Hopi words for “our ancestral footprints.” The Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) oversee the monument, in cooperation with a commission comprised of a dozen Native American tribes.





Travelers who plan ahead may want to consider scheduling one of the excursions offered by the 
Grand Canyon Conservancy Field Institute
 (928-638-2481 or 800-858-2808; grandcanyon.org). Guides from the institute take small groups of people on hiking, backpacking, and educational tours throughout the park. Special courses are planned for people interested in geology, human history, ecosystems, wilderness skills (including classes just for women), and photography. Fees and lengths of classes vary, as do the difficulty levels of the hikes.

There are so many ways to see the canyon. You can fly over by helicopter on 
Papillon Grand Canyon Helicopters
 (928-638-2419; papillon.com) or take a longer airplane tour. The airport is located in the town of Tusayan.


Some visitors prefer rafting down the Colorado River to clambering around on the cliffs. About a dozen companies are licensed for canyon river trips. These are the full-out, go-for-the-gusto, The River Wild–style, 3-day to 3-week white-water expeditions in a variety of watercraft. You have to book your tour at least 6 months to a year in advance, or there’s a good chance you won’t get a slot. Call the park (928-638-7888; nps.gov/grca) to find out about trips and companies and for reservations.




Grand Canyon National Park: North Rim

Though many tourists choose to limit their exploration of the canyon to the views from the South Rim, there is another, very different side to this spectacular locale. The 
North Rim
 of the canyon is about 1,000 feet higher than the South Rim, and during the winter it gets snowed in. All lodging and restaurants at the North Rim are closed every year from mid-October to mid-May. It has far fewer amenities than the South Rim has and requires a long but scenic drive. Admission fee is good for 7 days at both the North and the South Rims.

Located on the Kaibab Plateau, the North Rim is significantly lusher than the South Rim. It also has spectacular views without the crowds found on the more popular South Rim. Only 10 percent of the total number of visitors to the canyon travel to the North Rim, so solitude is easy to find. If you want to stay in the park on the North Rim, your only choices are the 
Grand Canyon Lodge
 (877-386-4383; grandcanyonforever.com) or the 
North Rim Campground
 (877-444-6777; recreation.gov). Fortunately, the Grand Canyon Lodge is a nice place to stay, and the main building (constructed of native pine logs and limestone slabs) is built right at the edge of the canyon not far from 
Bright Angel Point
. The view out the windows of the dining room of this 1937 National Historic Landmark is unparalleled. In addition to the dining room (which serves traditional Western fare such as prime rib, steaks, and seafood, with some vegetarian items thrown in), the main lodge has a lobby, a sunroom, and gift shop. A saloon, deli, and bookstore are adjacent. The National Park Service offers evening programs on different canyon topics in the lodge’s old ballroom.

Accommodations range from historical log cabins to basic motel rooms, which once served as lodgings for on-site personnel. $$. Down the road about 2 miles, near the North Rim campground, you will find a gas station, a general store, and a coin-operated laundry.

After checking in, take the 23-mile paved road to 
Cape Royal
. Nearly 3 miles along Cape Royal Road, a spur to the left leads to 
Point Imperial
 (which, at an elevation of 8,803 feet, is the highest lookout on either rim). This popular viewpoint offers a grand view of the Vermilion Cliffs to the north, the Painted Desert to the east, the Little Colorado River Canyon to the southeast, and Navajo Mountain to the northeast. Picnic tables at the viewpoint make this a convenient place to stop for a picnic lunch. It is also the only viewpoint, other than Cape Royal, that has bathroom facilities. You’ll encounter several worthwhile vistas along the drive. The most remote of the stops on Cape Royal Road is 
Cape Final
, which can be accessed only by a 2-mile hike along an old jeep trail through a ponderosa pine forest. The viewpoint features panoramic vistas of the northern canyon, the Palisades of the Desert, and the impressive spectacle of Juno Temple. The road ends at Cape Royal, the North Rim’s southernmost viewpoint, filled with dazzling sights. A short, paved walk leads to the natural arch of Angels Window.

While the overlooks along Cape Royal Road are definitely worth visiting, those seeking even more solitude should head out to 
Point Sublime
.
 
The 17-mile dirt road winds through gorgeous high-country forest and dead ends at what is arguably the most scenic viewpoint on either rim. The road is intended for use only by high-clearance vehicles (four-wheel drive is recommended) and will take at least 2 hours to travel one way. Camping is allowed at this solitary perch as long as you procure a permit from the 
Backcountry Information Center 
(928-638-7875; nps.gov/grca) ahead of time.

There are several trails leading through the forest to remote viewpoints accessible only by foot. The best of the bunch is the 10-mile round-trip 
Widforss Trail
. The trailhead is accessed across from the North Kaibab Trail parking lot and leads through meadows and timber to Widforss Point. Although there are several hiking trails in the vicinity, the 
North Kaibab Trail
 is the only trail on the North Rim leading into the canyon. The long, steep path descends 5,840 feet over 14.5 miles to the Colorado River and Phantom Ranch. Day hikers should attempt to go no farther than Roaring Springs (5,020 feet), a strenuous 9.4-mile round-trip journey. For a fee, a shuttle takes hikers to the North Kaibab trailhead twice daily from Grand Canyon Lodge.

If you’d rather have someone else do all the hard work, climb into the saddle with 
Canyon Trail Rides
 (435-679-8665; canyonrides.com). This outfitter, with an information desk in the Grand Canyon Lodge, offers everything from 1-hour mule rides on rim trails to 3-hour trips down the North Kaibab Trail to Supai Tunnel.

Die-hard adventurers can find even more solitude by hiking, snowshoeing, or cross-country skiing to the North Rim after AZ 67 closes at Jacob Lake, which is usually in mid-October or early November after the first heavy snows. Winter visitors must obtain a backcountry permit for overnight use during the winter season (mid-October through mid-May).


Keep in mind that the Grand Canyon National Park’s North Rim is surrounded by 
Kaibab National Forest
 (928-643-7395; fs.usda.gov/kaibab). The North District Ranger Office can supply you with maps of hiking trails, scenic drives, and camping sites outside the park boundaries. Cyclists in particular might be glad to learn the route of the Rainbow Rim Trail, an 18-mile, one-way trail that begins at Parissawampitts Point at the end of FR 214 and ends at Timp Point on FR 271. Cycling within park boundaries is limited to the Bridle Trail, making this alternative ride through a ponderosa pine forest and high mountain meadows a real treat. Best of all, the trail stops at three other Grand Canyon viewpoints—Fence, Locust, and North Timp. The trail is also open to hikers.




Arizona Strip

The Arizona Strip is the very essence of off-the-beaten-path—the section of the state that lies north of the Colorado River. Cut off by the Grand Canyon, this sparsely populated landscape includes sagebrush plains, forested plateaus, and soaring cliffs. The only way to access the North Rim of the Grand Canyon is by crossing the Arizona Strip. The road to the national park is the 43-mile stretch of Arizona 67, heading south from the small community of 
Jacob Lake
. Designated as a National Scenic Byway known as the Kaibab Plateau–North Rim Parkway, the winding road passes through mixed conifer forests, aspen groves, and long green meadows on the way to the park. Due to winter weather, the road is generally closed from December 1 through spring. 
Jacob Lake Inn
 (928-643-7232; jacoblake.com) consists of a lodge, cabins, service station, store, restaurant, and bakery.

Even though Grand Canyon National Park’s North Rim never experiences very substantial crowds, there’s an even more remote corner for those well-prepared people who don’t mind long, bouncy drives into remote wilderness. 
Toroweap Point
 (also known as Tuweep) is about 61 miles from the last bit of asphalt on AZ 389 down a lengthy stretch of unpaved road. The primary access point, also known as the Sunshine Route, is on County Road 109, which leaves the highway about 8 miles west of Fredonia. Allow 2 to 3 hours to travel to Toroweap and be aware that the routes may be impassable when wet. There is no water, gas, food, lodging, or phone service. Carry everything that you might need, including tire plugs and a portable air compressor to repair flat tires. The point juts out over the Colorado River, which lies about 3,000 feet below. Because it’s closer to the river than many areas of the Grand Canyon are, you get both a spectacular view and a real sense of the power of the Colorado. There is no charge for day use, but reservations are required for the handful of primitive campsites at the rim. A couple of hiking trails can be accessed from the point.

Perhaps no corner of the state is more remote than the 
Grand Canyon–Parashant National Monument
. More than 1 million acres of rugged frontier fills the northwest corner of Arizona. Bordering the northern edge of the Grand Canyon, the isolated area is seldom visited and is co-managed by the National Park Service and the US Bureau of Land Management. There are no facilities at the monument. Camping is primitive and hikers should expect wilderness hiking conditions. No paved roads access the monument and cell service is virtually nonexistent. You must be prepared to self-rescue. Travel in a four-wheel-drive high-clearance vehicle and carry two spare tires as well as extra food and water. The only speck of civilization found within Parashant is the 
Bar 10 Ranch
 (435-628-4010; bar10.com). The Bar 10 is a working cattle and guest ranch that offers rustic accommodations—simple motel-style rooms or sleeping in a covered wagon—hot meals, and tour packages.

For maps and information on Grand Canyon–Parashant, check with the Interagency Information Center (435-688-3200; nps.gov/para) in St. George, Utah.

The small community of 
Fredonia
 (928-643-7241), on the Utah border, was founded more than 100 years ago by Mormon settlers. Some folks say the town’s name is a combination of “free” and the Spanish word doña, meaning “lady.” Accounts collected by the Daughters of the Pioneers claim that Mormons residing in Kanab would send their extra wives over the state line into the Arizona border town in an attempt to evade US Marshals cracking down on polygamy. Don’t miss the 
Red Pueblo Museum and Heritage Park
 (1145 N. Main St.; 928-643-7777), a surprisingly expansive collection of Native American artifacts including pottery, tools, arrowheads, and the much rarer medicine bags, moccasins, and blankets. Admission. While there are few services in Fredonia, you’ll find plenty of lodging, restaurants, shops, and more just a few miles north in the picturesque town of Kanab, Utah.

It’s really the natural beauty of this area and evidence of ancient cultures that draw visitors. Less than a 2-hour drive from the city limits are Zion National Park and Bryce Canyon National Park (both in Utah), as well as Lake Powell and the North Rim of the Grand Canyon. There are a multitude of solitary trails for hiking in the 75,300-acre 
Kanab Creek Wilderness Area
 and the 40,610-acre 
Saddle Mountain Wilderness Area
, both of which are south of Fredonia and are managed by the North Kaibab Ranger District (928-643-7395; fs.usda.gov/kaibab). Information on the trails and wilderness area conditions can also be found at the Kaibab Plateau Visitor Center (928-643-7298) at the juncture of US 89 and AZ 67 in Jacob Lake.


One of the hidden gems of the Arizona Strip is 
Pipe Spring National Monument
 (928-643-7105; nps.gov/pisp) on AZ 389, where an original Mormon fort (constructed of brick and wood) sits surrounded by high-desert vegetation and trees fed by underground springs. The fort, known as Winsor Castle, is accessible for self-guided tours. During the summer months there are guided walks, talks, and re-creations of pioneer life, but year-round you can explore the historic buildings, hike the short Ridge Trail with its expansive panoramas, and enjoy the serenity of this remote area. You will also learn about the little-known Paiute Indians at the 
Pipe Spring National Monument–Kaibab Band of Paiute Indians Visitor Center and Museum
. Admission is good for seven days.

Taking US 89A southeast from Fredonia leads you across the broad back of the Kaibab Plateau, dropping to the valley floor, where you’ll spot the rising line of the 
Vermilion Cliffs
, which John Wesley Powell described as “a long bank of purple cliffs plowed from the horizon high into the heavens.” Designated as 
Vermilion Cliffs National Monument
 (435-688-3200; blm.gov/national-conservation-lands/arizona/vermilion-cliffs) in 2000, the unspoiled wilderness spreads across 294,000 acres and includes geologic treasures like Paria Canyon, Coyote Buttes, the swirling sandstone beauty of the Wave, and, of course, the Vermilion Cliffs, soaring 3,000 feet above the landscape. There are no visitor centers or services within the monument, and roads are rocky and seldom maintained, so, once again, be prepared to handle any and all emergencies that might arise. Permits are required for hiking Coyote Buttes North (the Wave) and Coyote Buttes South and for overnight trips into Paria Canyon, and they are hard to come by. Call or visit the website for details.

Branching off to the south is a marked, gravel road that leads to 
House Rock Ranch
, a state-managed ranch where buffalo roam free. This road is passable most times of the year in an ordinary vehicle, although it’s a bit bumpy in places and has been known to get washed out. Call the North Kaibab Ranger District (928-643-7395; fs.usda.gov/kaibab) for information on road conditions. The ranch, founded in the 1920s as part of a buffalo-raising venture that failed, is now operated by the Arizona Game and Fish Department. There are also antelope, deer, and bighorn sheep in the House Rock Valley area, though they can all be rather elusive. The best wildlife-watching advice from locals is to drive south of the ranch on the 26-mile road until you come to the end. Then get out and walk around a bit.
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