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Praise for

Curiosity Redefines the Limits


“Rod’s leadership had a profound impact on IBM’s business performance and culture. One of the most crucial aspects of leadership is inspiring, motivating, and developing others while achieving results. Rod and I have frequently discussed the significance of leadership throughout our nearly two-decade journey together, starting at IBM PC Company, then The Server Group, and with me as head of the Systems & Technology Group. Yes, Rod is driven by an insatiable curiosity, a trait I have witnessed firsthand. After reading this book, you cannot help but develop a deeper appreciation for it. He never faltered when faced with new challenges, intricate problems, or difficult situations. I was fortunate to have Rod on my leadership team. He dedicated himself to innovating solutions that served markets, communities, and individuals through information technology.”

—Samuel Palmisano

Former Chairman and CEO of IBM Corporation

“In Curiosity, Rod makes a compelling case for the power of curiosity and the competitive advantage it presents to those who embrace it. Based on his years of observations and experiences contributing to the IT industry and IBM specifically, Rod provides guidance for those seeking insight and techniques for growth at any career stage. The book is a reflection of his career, told through the lens of taking the high ground, even in difficult situations, and valuing the well-being of those around you.”

—Ken Chenault

Chairman and Managing Director of General Catalyst; Former Chairman and CEO of American Express

“Many of my successes were driven by curiosity and not knowing it ‘could not be done.’ Rod never let difficult or challenging situations stop him from identifying a way to get the job done or to make something happen that most believed was a fool’s errand. He was truly an innovator and willing to take calculated risks. Rod made it possible for me and many others to access opportunities that would not have been available without his leadership, willingness to innovate, and curiosity to take a different approach.”

—Dr. Mark Dean

IBM Fellow; Emeritus and Distinguished Professor at the University of Tennessee

“Rod Adkins is an extraordinary and inspirational leader, and this book reflects the wisdom, integrity, and impact he has brought to every stage of his journey. Part memoir, part leadership guide, Curiosity is filled with powerful insights, personal stories, and thoughtful reflections. Rod is candid about the challenges he has faced and the values that have guided him—from his early life and influential leadership at IBM to his board roles and dedication to service, innovation, and STEM education. His unique blend of authenticity, compassion, and insatiable curiosity left an indelible mark on me and so many others. I was at a pivotal point in my career when I first worked with Rod, then a senior vice president at IBM, and the lessons I learned from him have stayed with me ever since. He modeled how to lead with high standards, clarity, respect, and a deep commitment to uplifting others. Rod’s journey—and his generous sharing of it—will undoubtedly inspire everyone from emerging leaders to seasoned executives seeking to lead with greater purpose and impact.”

—Dr. Kathryn Guarini

Former CIO of IBM

“I have had the distinct honor of knowing and working with Rod for over thirty years—at IBM and beyond—as my mentor, manager, sponsor, and friend. His unique genius lies in how he channels his deep curiosity across technologies, business models, operational systems, people, and ecosystems—not just exploring them in isolation but weaving them into powerful, synergistic systems that generate far more than the sum of their parts. This ability has driven extraordinary outcomes throughout his career—not just for himself and the businesses he leads but also for countless others to whom he has generously given his time and insight. In this compelling book, you will get a rare glimpse into the mind of a leader who turned curiosity into a competitive advantage—and walk away with wisdom that will serve you well on your journey.”

—Dr. Colin Parris

Former GE Officer and Senior Vice President of General Electric Digital

“I had the good fortune to work as a senior executive on Rod’s team when he was the Systems & Technology Group leader at IBM and as a partner with Benchmark in his role on the Avnet board. He has been a consistent force in our relationship for decades and is a great example of strong executive leadership. I credit Rod for giving me a key opportunity early in my career that pushed me outside my comfort zone. His ability to engage you, be curious, and encourage others around him to be inquisitive made an indelible mark on my management style. It was this influence that has led me to always encourage my teams to be learning organizations and, as a result, made me a more effective senior leader. He has been a great boss, coach, and mentor throughout my career journey.”

—Jeff Benck

President and CEO of Benchmark Electronics Inc.

“Rod Adkins exemplifies the transformative power of curiosity as a tool for personal and professional growth. His book Curiosity is a testament to his unique ability to harness curiosity as a competitive advantage, offering readers a treasure trove of tips and techniques drawn from his remarkable life experiences. From childhood to the boardroom, Rod’s journey answers pivotal questions about envisioning success, crafting a recipe for achievement, and uncovering life’s most valuable lessons. His story provides an inspiring framework for all. As a UPS board member and chair of the Risk Committee, Rod continues to demonstrate leadership and insight, making his journey not just a narrative of curiosity but a blueprint for achieving excellence. His ability to weave these lessons into actionable advice makes his book an indispensable guide for anyone striving to unlock their full potential.”

—Carol Tomé

CEO of UPS

“Over the past nine years, I have been fortunate to see Rod’s curiosity elevate our board of directors discussions. His dedication to lifelong learning is a cornerstone of his success, both personally and professionally. This book encourages us to embrace continuous growth and stay curious through every stage of life.”

—D. G. MacPherson

Chairman and CEO of W.W. Grainger Inc.

“It was great to have the opportunity to recruit Rod to join the PayPal board of directors. However, it was considerably more rewarding to learn from him. We shared common views on the importance of technology and common values that aligned around the importance of employees and our role in their development, and creating opportunities for advancement. Curiosity unveils Rod’s insights and strategies for navigating this critical component of effective leadership.”

—Dan Schulman

Former President and CEO of PayPal

“A wonderful description of a life journey anchored in joy, passion, and resilience! Rod draws a reader into the joy with which he began to learn early in life and never loses. He takes us on his unique path but shows how we can emulate it in our own ways. It is an outstanding memoir by an incomparable leader.”

—Michael Critelli

Former CEO of Pitney Bowes Inc.

“I have been lucky to have met a few exceptionally talented people I can call friends. Rod Adkins is one of those. And not just Rod, but also Michelle. They are a true power couple in the best sense of that term. Rod, like me, is a Georgia Tech alum, and I first met him on campus when I became president. I knew from day one that I could use his help. He answered the call by serving as a member, and later as chair, of our national advisory board and then as a member of the Georgia Tech Foundation. When I retired from Georgia Tech and was appointed secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, he answered the call again. He served as a member and then director of the Smithsonian National Board. He and Michelle were founding donors to the new National Museum of African American History and Culture. Rod is never just a joiner. When he commits, he gives it his all. His book is important because it tells us about his story, what values he learned that led to his career accomplishments, and his willingness to give back to his community, his country, and the institutions that made a difference in his life. It is a great read.”

—Dr. G. Wayne Clough

Secretary Emeritus of the Smithsonian; President Emeritus of Georgia Institute of Technology

“We live in an era when information is ubiquitous, while wisdom is in short supply. Enter Rod Adkins. This is a story of a life well lived, not an easy life or a life without turbulence, but a life lived with integrity and motivated by curiosity. As the vice chair of the board of trustees at Rollins College, Rod leads with style & grace, and wisdom that cuts through the noise to solve problems or shape strategy. His educational pathway, combining the liberal arts with STEM, was prescient, and he equipped himself to become the leader the emerging global economy would need. If you want to know how wisdom is acquired, look no further.”

—Dr. Grant H. Cornwell

President Emeritus of Rollins College

“Anyone who reads this book will recommend it to other people of different ages. Adkins provides priceless lessons about the importance of balance, focus, timing, listening, and excellence. His journey inspires us to keep asking good questions, reflecting and learning, and to keep hope alive!”

—Dr. Freeman Hrabowski III

President Emeritus of the University of Maryland, Baltimore County

“In this inspiring and insightful book, Rod takes the reader on a journey down the various stages of his life to reveal how an insatiable curiosity can be the defining catalyst for success. Through personal stories, powerful reflections, and boardroom breakthroughs, he demonstrates that the keys to greatness involve more than talent and ambition but include the need to ask questions, the courage to bet on yourself, and the application of life’s lessons. This is a must-read for anyone looking to unlock their full potential.”

—Jimmy McMikle

President, CEO, and Chairman of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc.

“Both on and off the court, I have learned that curiosity is the foundation for growth, leadership is the catalyst for change, and success is the reward for unwavering dedication. As a former player in the NBA, past union president, and advocate for fairness, I have seen how innovation and leadership inspire collective action. I worked alongside Rod as cochair for the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity’s annual fundraising event, Building the Dream Klassic. With its slogan, ‘No dreamer is ever too small, no dream is ever too big,’ the event exposes young adults to positive role models and provides scholarships for college and stipends for workplace entry. Working closely with someone so committed to a shared vision of preparing the next generation was an honor. My friend’s journey shows that pursuing knowledge, integrity, and vision can lead to successive achievements in industry and life. His insights inspire you to embrace curiosity, lead with purpose, and strive for success in every endeavor.”

—Oscar Robertson (Big O)

Former Professional Basketball Player; NBA Hall of Famer

“As a former NBA champion with the Miami Heat and a Naismith Hall of Famer, I know firsthand that winning a championship takes more than just talent; it requires a team of like-minded individuals, united by a common goal, driven by perseverance, and committed to excellence. The same holds true in sparking the curiosity of inner-city youth who desire to achieve greatness, but the odds seem like they are stacked against them. At OYC Miami, we persistently fight to break down barriers and level the playing field by empowering and exposing youths and families to the greatest of possibilities and providing them with the resources to attain them. Rod is a critical player on my team—a philanthropic center—helping to build a solid foundation so kids and families can win. Rod is more than a supporter; he is my brother in service and a living, breathing example of what is possible. He is a role model who inspires the next generation to aim higher and not miss their shot in life.”

—Alonzo Mourning

Former Professional Basketball Player; NBA Hall of Famer
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Foreword

by Alfred W. Zollar Sr.

Former IBM senior executive 
and IBM board of directors

Like many, I enjoy reading books that provide insights into leadership and business, especially those that emphasize the purposeful and positive impacts organizations and individuals can have. I have read dozens of these books over the years, and in almost every case, I have found some takeaways that have allowed me to grow in my leadership, business, or philanthropic endeavors. However, Curiosity by Rod Adkins is different. I believe that is mainly because Rod Adkins is … different. Grounded by what is very likely an innate sense of curiosity; nurtured by a loving set of parents, family, and community; developed by two incredible institutions of higher learning; honed by an impactful career at IBM; and magnified by his current advisory and philanthropic platform, Rod provides a pathway for anyone seeking to have a positive and meaningful impact on the world. I must confess to some bias in making bold statements about this book. My friendship with Rod Adkins has transcended the realm of best friends into the realm of family. My wife Pat and I have traveled the world with Rod and his wife Michelle; we have played more rounds of golf together than we can count, and experienced the best of New York and Miami as we spent time in each other’s homes. We have both enjoyed watching each other melt in the presence of our grandbabies. And perhaps most importantly, Rod and Michelle are the godparents of our beautiful daughter, Diana. They have done many wonderful things to ensure that Diana feels special and loved.

Curiosity is filled with stories I have heard Rod share over the years and some new stories that helped me learn more about my amazing friend/brother. What is unique about this book is the context that Rod has provided for these stories, which results in a handbook for leading a well-lived life. Readers from all walks of life will find wisdom throughout this book. For those attempting to chart a way forward despite a dearth of resources and difficult circumstances in early life, some of these insights will inspire ideas to help you rise. As a young student, you will see the influence that engaged adults can have on your growth and development. As an adult professional, you will get a glimpse into the lessons, the recipes, and the steps involved in creating a rewarding career, no matter what status you achieve. Furthermore, for those of us who are approaching or are in our “postcareer stage,” you will learn the foundational principles of creating a lasting legacy with whatever resources are available to you.

Rod tells the story of our first face-to-face meeting on the tennis courts in the ’90s, when we were both rising executives at IBM in the Research Triangle Park area of North Carolina. While his recollections of that story, which are described in the book, are pretty accurate, I must add some important points. First, upon our initial meeting—and mind you, this was before the GPS days—Rod asked me if I could describe the overall directions back to his home. I responded, “Oh, we will have plenty of time for that after the match,” to which he replied with the equivalent of, “I do not think you will want to talk to me after we kick your butt.” He accurately describes how my partner and I beat him and his partner in tennis doubles every Saturday for the next two years, with the losers treating the winners to bagels. Despite this, every Saturday, as we began our match, Rod would confidently announce the equivalent of, “We are going to kick your butt today!” In our final two matches, they did just that. I must admit that I had never, up to that point and never since, met an individual with such unbridled belief in his and his team’s abilities. His confidence was not arrogance but instead reflected a determined spirit of optimism that you will see in this book. It is genuinely one of the things that makes Rod Adkins different.

As you can tell from the story of our tennis matches, Rod does not back down from challenges, including defending himself from childhood bullies through his martial arts mastery. Georgia Tech, where Rod completed both of his engineering degrees, is one of the most challenging engineering institutions in the world. Rod also took on many challenging businesses at IBM, and his leadership in turning around the UNIX business is legendary. One of the biggest personal challenges he confronted, as described in his book, was his health scare. I recall vividly the phone call in which he shared with me the multiple sclerosis diagnosis he had received from his doctors. Based on my limited understanding and fear of the disease at that time, I broke down into tears. I feared deeply for my friend’s life and the impact it might have on his family and so many others. Rod, on the other hand, was exceptionally calm. As he describes in the book, led by his intense curiosity to “get to the root cause,” he helped his doctors more deeply understand how his symptoms related to his unique medical history, enabling him to live the healthy and fulfilling life he currently leads.

Beyond IBM, our lives have had so many parallels. We both grew up in similar communities, achieved degrees at STEM universities, and began engineering management careers at IBM in systems and quality assurance. We rose to the top tiers of leadership within IBM, with Rod ascending to one level below the CEO. We are passionate about our families and golf, with similar levels of delusion about how great we are at the game! We have each had the opportunity to serve on a fantastic set of corporate boards. We are doing our part to prepare the next generation through mentoring, including searching for outstanding entrepreneurs to invest in. We are passionate about our work in philanthropy and helping others. We are members of most of the same notable professional and social organizations. However, Rod is different because of the depth of his insatiable curiosity and his undeniable intellect.

And then there is Michelle. Michelle is everything and more for Rod and her family. She and “Rodney,” as she dearly refers to him, were made for each other. Michelle forms the solid, eternal foundation upon which they have built their very active lives. On top of this, she is one of the sweetest and kindest people I have ever met. That said, you would be foolish to test her in any way involving her family or, for that matter, golf. Michelle’s competitive spirit lies just below the surface, along with pure grit. Through all their ups and downs, the continuing love story between these two inspires Pat and me whenever we are in their company.

I am so glad my friend Rod has taken the time to share this book with the world. We all need to be more curious in this unprecedented moment in history. Rod and I have had many discussions about this book project, and the more we discussed it, the more I knew that something special was brewing. You will be able to use this book in at least two ways. One way is to see what can happen when you anchor your life in curiosity about all the people, places, and things you encounter. Pay special attention to Rod’s curiosity about people from all walks of life. The second way is as a reference for those moments when you might need inspiration or guidance, whether it’s a career-oriented opportunity or a setback. Alternatively, you may return to the book to understand what good is like when it comes to impacting others through mentoring or philanthropy. Lastly, you may need a refresher course in optimism. Whatever you think you might find in this book, my final advice is … “Read every word!”

—Al Zollar


 

Introduction

“Dare to be different, for no one can match it! Keep chasing your dream, for someday you’ll catch it!”

—Ryan Adkins

I have never been a huge fan of the saying “Curiosity killed the cat,” because some people might interpret being curious as a warning and think that curiosity could lead to misfortune or danger. There is undoubtedly some truth to curiosity leading to trouble if you continue to pry into areas where you have no business. For example, my mom shared with me the details of an unfortunate accident I had at an early age, a mishap driven by unadvised curiosity. I lost the small tip of my right index finger after making the mistake of sticking my finger into a rotating bicycle chain. Nonetheless, the saying is a misunderstood proverb that originated from “Care killed the cat,” and in this case, “care” meant to worry. Also, we often leave off the second part of the quote, “Curiosity killed the cat, but satisfaction brought it back,” which means that although searching for information and knowledge may be challenging, there is great satisfaction in gaining new knowledge. The incident with my right index finger proved to be one of those defining moments we all have in our lives, and it served to redefine the limits for me. It led to me becoming ambidextrous because it forced me to do more with my left hand, and that comes in “handy” at times. I could switch-hit while playing baseball or softball. I could bowl left-handed and get results almost as good as with my right hand. In martial arts, I would favor placing my weight on my right side and delivering kicks and punches from my left side. Occasionally, I still write and doodle using my left hand, and when twirling my fraternity cane, my best techniques were left-handed. My most impressive feat, though, is that I can eat with chopsticks using my left hand.

I believe that the most powerful questions for humanity start with “Why?” or “How?” or, my favorite, “What if?” Because of their open-ended nature, these questions have unleashed unlimited creativity and helped to usher in countless inventions and continuous innovations in all imaginable realms. Curiosity, or staying intellectually curious, shapes us in untold ways, and everyone benefits, including students in an academic environment, employees in the workplace, and retirees everywhere. Suppose we have an unlimited desire to learn, an interest in knowing more about the known and the unknown, and an openness to acquiring knowledge without limitations. In that case, curiosity can be our most significant advantage.

In this book, I will describe in more detail the many situations in which I have witnessed and experienced the benefits of being curious throughout my journey—as a kid, a student, an employee, and an active retiree. The power of constantly exploring new ideas, adapting to unknown situations, and productively challenging the status quo has left me in no doubt that curiosity redefines the limits. You will hear me refer to this notion as the “curiosity advantage.”

We all have faced challenges in life, when the odds seem to be against us, and my response has been to speak up, stick to my dreams, and bring along as many people as possible as part of the journey. Internally, I can wrestle with various conflicts, but externally, my attitude has never allowed anyone to think I would not beat the odds.

In 2007, as I accepted a major industry award, one of the lines I used in my acceptance speech after acknowledging everyone else was, “I want to thank myself too because, after all, I was involved in this by missing out on having a good time and making many sacrifices to be able to receive a recognition like this.” The audience erupted in laughter and thunderous applause. I could hear someone say, “Now that is different!” My intent was not to diminish the contributions of those who were a part of the journey, because success is often a shared outcome and privilege. But, by that point in my life, I had started to appreciate the nuances of my past and, simultaneously, to enjoy the thought of impacting a future marked by unprecedented growth and unpredictable change. In that speech, I spoke about purpose and said, “We all have a particular purpose, which is why we exist. I am convinced my purpose is to inspire hope because of where I started and what I have been able to accomplish. I am just one example, along with others more gifted than me, who can and will soar to higher heights to make a difference.”

Many great stories have been told about the challenges and rewards of life in general and the obstacles and successes associated with careers. The best gift is when someone has something to offer and shares their experiences as a tool for development, motivation, and inspiration. Three questions were often asked throughout my journey: Did you know what success would look like? How did you do it, and what was the recipe? What was the most valuable lesson you learned?

This book will focus primarily on what was done and how, and more importantly, what was learned. As a successful business leader, I will share aspects of my challenging and inspirational journey, which was driven by a healthy dose of curiosity from day one. My story is about how my curiosity led me into a life of leadership, and I hope it provides a lesson in seeing no limits when faced with defining moments that can alter one’s path. My operating principles will hopefully resonate as you navigate your career and life’s journey.
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The Knack

“Be yourself; everyone else is already taken.”

—Oscar Wilde

The earliest days of my life were spent stretched out in the neonatal intensive care unit at University Hospital, now known as Piedmont Augusta, in Augusta, Georgia. With my weight just south of three pounds, and my length slightly north of fourteen inches, I had decided to show up at twenty-eight weeks, challenging the typical full-term gestation period of thirty-seven to forty-two weeks. This would prove to be the first in a series of defining moments that have shaped my life, as preterm birth continues to be a leading cause of infant mortality. Even the “preemies” who survive are likely to face more chronic illnesses along the way.1 Faced with this questionable outlook and a long road ahead, redefining the limits started for me in 1958, maybe because my curiosity drove me to see the world sooner.

The start of my life’s journey was not perfect, and I call it “imperfection at its best.” For example, various studies indicate that preterm births have a higher risk of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).2 This chronic condition includes attention difficulty, hyperactivity, and impulsiveness. This may explain much about me as a kid and, I am pretty sure some would say, as an adult. I am typically always in a hurry, whether finishing meals before anyone else, golfing faster than my partners, or being impatient about everything. Also, admittedly, I am a daydreamer extraordinaire, which is a trait also often associated with ADHD. While there is still much more research needed, often, the quick conclusion reached is to treat ADHD with a combination of medications and therapy. It can also be easily misdiagnosed or mistaken for other conditions. I was never tested for ADHD, nor was I ever prescribed any medication or therapy.

Not knowing was a fortunate thing for me because it allowed me to use my periods of inattention to mentally simulate the situations I wanted to be in. One of my more frequent daydreaming episodes as a child, and even as a young adult, featured me as a well-dressed businessperson sporting a leather briefcase as I stepped off the elevator onto the top floor of what appeared to be an infinitely tall urban commercial skyscraper. In my daydream, several colleagues immediately greet me, seeking my signature on various documents for approval and requesting time to meet. I would spend most of my time conferring with my colleagues and employees. One of the strongest memories of my business-based reveries is that I sat behind a rather large desk. I don’t recall the other details about my office, but I am sure it was well furnished, with floor-to-ceiling glass windows that exposed the entire city view. Many aspects of these episodes eventually became real; the blueprint from daydreaming, on balance, has worked out for me.

I often ponder what drives our interests and why we take different approaches as we think about and perform various tasks. Beyond being a student of lifelong learning and having a general interest in increasing knowledge, I am discovering that there can be additional factors at play here. For the most part, we are all the same because we are 99.9 percent genetically identical, and it is appropriate to assume that some of our uniqueness is defined by the remaining 0.1 percent of our genome.3 So, the question is, why are some people more curious than others?

Research suggests that curiosity has a genetic component.4 The fact that some people are much more curious than others can be tied to their genetics, though environmental influences can play a significant role as well. I am sure both genetics and my environment influenced me. For kids, curiosity is a natural part of learning, development, and discovering the world around them. Family members and teachers have reminded me that my curiosity was on steroids and that I was an annoyingly curious kid who habitually daydreamed about being in positions and places that were aspirational. Sometimes, my visions were more science fiction, imagining myself as the Avengers character Thor or the DC Comics character the Flash. Like many kids, I also envisioned putting on a sellout performance as an entertainer or, as a notable athlete, winning the game against an expiring time clock. There were frequent visions of me as a politician or business leader, requiring me to dress up nicely, which, to this day, I still very much enjoy. I remember doing typical kid stuff, such as playing marbles in the sand, kickball in the street, and tag football in the alley. However, I preferred reading comic books, watching cartoons, and sketching. Many considered me an intelligent student, but my behavior at times in school and at home was borderline problematic because I stubbornly expressed my differing perspectives on how to approach or think about things.

I enjoyed school so much that I never missed a day. With my family having moved from Georgia to Florida shortly after my birth, I attended Allapattah Elementary, Allapattah Junior High, Robert E. Lee Junior High, and Miami Jackson Senior High, all in Miami. One of my proudest accomplishments was being recognized for perfect attendance each year. As a curious student, I had an insatiable enthusiasm for learning, and I never wanted to miss an opportunity to acquire knowledge, even beyond the resources of the classroom and textbooks.

My most memorable teacher in middle school was Mr. Charles Hartfield, described by many at the time as the best math teacher in Dade County, Florida. His math skills were impressive, but he was especially memorable to his students for his widely known teaching approach and techniques. He would give us endless homework assignments, and we had to be prepared to stand in front of the class the next day and answer any of the homework problems, showing each step on the chalkboard. We simultaneously learned math and how to deal with significant pressure, because Mr. Hartfield really leaned on us in front of the class. So, I became proficient in math, and it ultimately became one of my favorite subjects. Math is about problem-solving and deep thinking, which I find both exciting and challenging.

However, I became more excited about science because I concluded that it had more room for creativity and experimentation, allowing me to exercise my curiosity more, and there was no pressure from Mr. Hartfield. In many ways, I can now understand why my life’s focus has been helping to improve the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) talent pipeline. We lose kids who demonstrate an aptitude for math and science early in the educational life cycle.5 Some kids who are capable give up along the way because they conclude that these disciplines are too difficult, and often, there is a lack of support and encouragement at school or home to pursue them. Mr. Hartfield provided more than the support we needed, and he did not give us any choices. He was unfazed by real or perceived difficulties because, if you were in his class, you were going to learn math.

My creative interests extended beyond the classroom. I vividly recall creating experimental projects at home, often involving the disassembly of various items around the house. Most of my projects were successful because they involved doing simple experiments with items such as our battery-powered toys or the lawnmower and building a motorized scooter using lawnmower parts. By the time I was thirteen years old, I was experimenting with everything I came across, including items such as clocks, vacuum cleaners, radios, old TVs, etc. As the complexity of my experiments grew, I found that, after disassembling and then reassembling, some of the items did not perform as well as before. My parents hadn’t budgeted to replace the results of my unsuccessful experiments, and there were times when I expected to be reprimanded, but instead, my parents focused on channeling my curiosity into more productive ways. Some projects from the hobby shop became the focus.
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