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Introduction


Pennsylvania has a remarkable history of innovation, entrepreneurship, quality craftsmanship, manufacturing, and good old-fashioned guts. Ingenuity and free-thinking ideas have always been keys to success in the Keystone State. Historically famous for covered bridges, steam engines, steel, and pretzels, Pennsylvania is seeing a resurgence of old businesses and a revival of arts that were disappearing. New companies established by artisans young and old are flourishing. Visit and purchase from these Pennsylvanians to help support them and preserve history.


The 250 entries in this book are only the tip of the iceberg—the Pennsylvania iceberg—they are by no means an exhaustive collection of the crafts, companies, people, and history representative of Pennsylvania. The good news is that there are new businesses popping up every day, so there’s always something new to discover. The bad news is that many of these enterprises are struggling from misrepresentation, burdensome regulations, and unfair competition from overseas. Some may be gone next year. I encourage you to discover, learn, and enjoy everything Pennsylvanian as soon as you can—you won’t want to miss any of it.







How to Use This Book


Organized by county, the entries in this book discuss the people behind the product, a little bit of local history, where their ideas came from or how they started, and what makes the establishment special and unique. Establishments are listed alphabetically under each county heading. You will find information on a wide assortment of places, from ceramics to clothing, ice cream to spirits, fishing lures to stained glass creations.
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Bill’s Khakis


Kepner Scott Shoe Co.
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*BASKETS
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Country Seat, Inc., The


*BEADWORK


Linda Gettings Beadwork


*BEER


See Wine/Beer/Spirits


*BLACKSMITH


See Metalwork/Blacksmiths/Ironworks
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Jeffrey McCombie Fine Art


*BROOMS
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Fisher’s Handmade Quilts Crafts & Fabric


Flying Fibers


Glenfiddich Wool


Homespun Woolens


Inspirations Quilt Shop


JC Rugs


Kid Ewe Knot


Knitting to Know Ewe


Kraemer Textiles, Inc.


Little Owls Knit Shop


Log Cabin Quilt Shop


Mountain Knits & Pearls


Pennsylvania Quilter


Quilt Company, The


Sunbury Textile Mills
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C.F. Martin & Co Guitars
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Hershey Violins
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Sapling Press
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Abby’s Doggone Good Gourmet


Dad’s Pet Food


Hare Today


Jaye’s Barkery


Just Four Dogs


Meatloaf’s Kitchen


Pet Bistro


Woof Stop Barkery


*POTTERY


See Ceramics/Pottery


*QUILTING


See Knitting/Quilting/Rugs/Textiles


*RUGS


See Knitting/Quilting/Rugs/Textiles


*SIGN DESIGN


Sign Design of Westline


*SLATE


Capozzolo Brothers Slate Co.


Penn Big Bed Slate Co. Inc.


*SOAPS


Beekman’s C.O.P.A. Soaps


Sassy Albert Soaps
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Windy Hill Farm Natural


*SPIRITS


See Wine/Beer/Spirits


*SPORTING EQUIPMENT


Blue Mountain Outfitter


BWP Bat


Pierson Plugs


Thomas Fishing Lure


Weaver Lure


Woodstrip Watercraft Co.


*TEXTILES


See Knitting/Quilting/Rugs/Textiles


*TOYS & GAMES


Channel Craft Toys


Conestoga Company, The


Crayola Crayon Factory (Binney & Smith)


Lapp’s Toys & Furniture
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*WINE/BEER/SPIRITS


Alfa & Omega Winery


Appalachian Brew Company


Barley Creek Brewing Company


Bluecoat American Dry Gin


Church Brew Works, The


Erie Brewing Company


Funk Brewing Company


J. Maki Winery


Lion Brewery


Maggie’s Farm Rum Distillery


Penn Brewer


Pinnacle Ridge Winery


Pollyodd Naoj & Mot Distillery


Selin’s Grove Brewing Company


Stoudt’s Brewery


Straub Brewery


Susquehanna Brewing Company


Thistle Finch Distillery


Tröegs Brewery


Victory Brewing Company


Weyerbacher Brewing Company


Wigle Whiskey


Yards Brewing Company


Yuengling Brewer


*WOODWORKING


Crain Graphics


Denny Edwards Wood Turnings


Flexcut Tool Company


George Morris Wood Turning


Jonathan’s Wooden Spoons


Joseph Wortman Wood


Rustic Turnings


Stacie Dale Designs
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Adams


Good Intent Farm, FURNITURE, 270 Bakers Watering Trough Rd., East Berlin 17316; (717) 259-5787; andy@goodintentfarm.com; goodintentfarm.com. Andy Grimes is the person to help you with your home. Need a place to sit, rest a lamp, or store dishes? If its woodworking and furniture, he’s your man, well, furniture maker. Good Intent Farm’s specialty is primitive-style and Shaker furniture. The lines are simple and harken back to a time when function outweighed embellishment. A subset of the Quakers, the Shakers settled in Pennsylvania in the 1700s and incorporated the principles of honesty, utility, and simplicity in furniture, crafts, and textiles. They were renowned for their minimalist design and high quality. Rejecting excessive ornament, Shaker furniture demonstrates symmetry and proportion. Most pieces were originally painted or stained, both to protect the wood and to make it more attractive. Colors were strictly regulated and limited to muted tones of blue, green, red, and yellow. Good Intent Farm furniture has the look of age and gentle wear, as if it had been rescued from a Shaker home. Andy has managed to age and distress his furniture without compromising the integrity of the wood. His primitive pieces are aged, without the feebleness of an antique. Contact Andy prior to your visit to check his availability and get directions. Be sure to use “directions” in the subject line of your email.


Oyler’s Organic Farms, FARMS, 400 Pleasant Valley Rd., Biglerville 17307; (717) 677-8411; oylersorganicfarms.com. Market hours are Jan through Aug and Dec, Tues through Fri, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sat, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sept through Nov, Tues through Fri, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sun, noon to 4 p.m. Oyler’s Organic Farms is a family farm consisting of husband and wife team Bill and Mary Ann Oyler and their grown children, Sara, Jacob, and Katrina. Bill is the fifth generation to farm the same land, so he truly has the heart of a farmer. It helps that he has farmed his entire life. But he’s also a graduate of Gettysburg College with a degree in Business Administration. When Bill isn’t knee deep in produce, he’s reading a book, magazine, newspaper, or searching the Internet for new ideas to incorporate into the farm. Mary Ann grew up on a dairy farm and has since “migrated” into love of the fruit industry. It was motivated, in part, by her marriage in 1984 to Bill, who’s an agri-geek (nerdy farmers are trending these days). Mary Ann is a graduate of Indiana University of Pennsylvania with a degree in Consumer Sciences, so it’s no surprise she’s a fan of canning her farm’s produce. Oldest daughter, Sara, is Penn State Proud and has a degree in Agroecology, a field of study that combines ecology with agricultural production systems. The idea is to sustain the land, the farm, and the people. Oyler’s offers organic apples, cider, and organic peaches as well as seasonal produce. They also have eggs, free-range chicken, turkey, pork, and grass-fed beef.




Allegheny


The Church Brew Works, BREWERY, 3525 Liberty Ave., Pittsburgh, 15201; (412) 688-8200; churchbrew.com. Open Sun, 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Mon through Thurs, 11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Fri and Sat, 11:30 a.m. to midnight. A brewery in a church? Yep. From the sublime to the pilsner-licious, Church Brew Works makes beer in an unrepentant fashion. Formerly St. John the Baptist Church, the parish once served an exploding immigrant population of Irish, Polish, and German men and women who came to work in the working man’s city. A fire, flood, The Great Depression, two world wars, and a failing steel industry took their toll on the community and the parish. Dwindling resources and attendance forced the school to close in the 1970s, and the church finally closed in 1993. The property was bought and reopened as a brewery—it had all the right parts for a place to handcraft beer and ales. First, it had one huge, lofty ceiling to accommodate tall steel and copper brewing tanks. Second, the side aisles were ideally suited for the long bars needed for tastings. Once the pews were removed, the space opened to allow for tables and patrons—Church Brew Works offers a full menu, not your typical brewpub fare. Lastly, there was plenty of storage in the basement. Although the church-to-brewery transition may seem a bit blasphemous to some, there’s always a bartender willing to listen to your confession and a heavenly brew to help you solve the world’s problems. Hint: Try their Pipe Organ Pale Ale—brewed with American hops, it’s crisp, without regrets or bitterness.


Heinz History Center, FOOD/HISTORY, 1212 Smallman St., Pittsburgh 15222; (412) 454-6000; heinzhistorycenter.org. Visiting hours are Mon through Fri, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. In 1896 H.J. Heinz was inspired by an ad he saw that read, “21 Styles of Shoes.” Using what he considered to be a lucky number, he developed the slogan, Heinz57, and opened a food processing plant in Sharpsburg (5 miles northeast of Pittsburgh). Despite the fact that the company offered more than 60 different products, the “57 varieties” moniker stuck. Heinz essentially spiced up a very bland American diet. He insisted on using clear bottles so people could see the food inside. In 1871, he introduced bottled ketchup. Many farmers were already selling the sweet, vinegary tomato sauce, but Heinz was able to market the condiment as a “relief to women” because it saved them the time and labor of making it themselves. Heinz was also able to make inroads into sanitary bottling practices to reduce bacterial contamination—even going as far as to have employees who handled food receive weekly manicures. But the emphasis was on cleanliness, not pretty hands. Today, the company makes mustard, vinegar, relish, steak sauce, and pickles. It has also acquired food product lines such as pet foods, tuna, cookies, and baby food. But ketchup is by far its best-known food item. Heinz sells 650 million bottles of ketchup each year. Explore the company’s rich foodie history through the center’s many events held throughout the year. Check the website for dates and details.


Hunt Stained Glass Studios, GLASS, 1756 West Carson St., Pittsburgh, 15219; (412) 391-1796; huntsgpgh@gmail.com; huntstainedglass.com. For individual and group tours, please contact prior to date of visit. The Henry Hunt Studio is one of the largest and oldest stained glass facilities in Pennsylvania. Henry was born in England in 1867 and trained with his father as a stained glass apprentice. He immigrated to Boston in the late 19th century and began working for Leake & Greene (self-proclaimed decorators) in the mid-1880s. While there, Henry created the Thaw Memorial reredous (a screen or decoration behind a church altar) for H. H. Richardson’s Emmanuel Episcopal Church in what was then Allegheny City. In 1906, Henry founded his own studio, called Henry Hunt Studio. He chose Pittsburgh’s West End to set up shop and the same studio is still in operation today as Hunt Stained Glass Studios. Henry’s children, George, James, Franklin, and Marianne, apprenticed under their father and expanded the business, bringing in noted stained glass artists such as Helen Carew Hickman, Charles Morris, and Roy Calligan. James (Jimmy) became the studio’s head foreman. George became involved in the professional stained glass community, presiding as president of the prestigious Stained Glass Association of America for several years. During this time, the studio’s name changed to Hunt Stained Glass Studios, and George acquired Aurora Stained Glass Studio on the Boulevard of the Allies. He merged them and relocated both studios to their current locale on Carson Street.


Jenny N. Design, LEATHER, Robin’s Nest, 5504 Penn Ave., Pittsburgh 15206; jennyndesign@gmail.com; jennyndesign.com. Jenny Nemlekar came back to making tote bags. (Her mom taught her at age six in her college dorm room while procrastinating from studying.) Ironically, earning a degree in biomedical engineering taught her that she needed to be her own boss. She naïvely thought owning a business would allow her to do what inspired her while creating the flexibility to set her own work schedule. What she didn’t realize was that owning a business is a 24/7 commitment and that industrial sewing machines and leather hides are incredibly heavy. Jenny is an artist by nature and an engineer by discipline, so her business is the fusion of her own artistic aesthetic and the engineering principles gleaned through her education. She designs her bags by sketching the final silhouette in a notebook, then reverse-engineers the design to create a template. Next she cuts the leather and fabric lining and sews and rivets the bag together. She lives and breathes Jenny N. full-time, hand making every single bag one at a time (or in very small batches) in her home studio. Technically, her studio is a 50 x 50-square-foot corner of her (600-square-foot) studio apartment, which she also shares with Shay, her husband, and their large pug, Hubert. She uses premium quality leathers and durable canvases for her bags and totes. Each piece incorporates her classic aesthetic, while minimizing waste and scraps. You can shop Jenny’s bags online, or find her creations at various locations and events throughout the country. Check her website for an updated list.
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Kid Ewe Knot, KNITTING, 429 Washington Ave., Ste. 4, Bridgeville 15017; (412) 257-2557; kideweknot.com. Open Tues 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; wed, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Thurs through Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; every third Sun, noon to 4 p.m. Heather Metzger is passionate about yarn and knitting. And she’ll share her passion with you in an instant. She’ll show you a cute baby sweater, then tell you that you, yes you, can make it. If there’s a pattern, there’s a way is her philosophy. Her knit-loving gang at Kid Ewe Knot sells designer yarns, books, patterns, tools, buttons and closures, finishings, and more. They encourage beginners and experts to celebrate June 13 as National Knit in Public Day. Or if you’ve never picked up a pair of knitting needles before, on that day they’ll teach you for free. They also have classes that teach you how to make hats or socks, dye your yarn, repair mistakes in your knitting, and make a shawl to protect you from the frigid Pittsburgh winters. Her friendly and sage advice has won over local fans who frequented the store when the business used to be called Carol’s Needlework.


Kobold USA Watch Company, JEWELRY, 1801 Parkway View Dr., Pittsburgh 15205; (412) 788-2830 or (724) 533-3000; koboldwatch.com. The headquarters are located on 170-acre Merry Oaks Farm and open to the public by appointment; call Mon through Fri between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to arrange a visit. Pennsylvania has a very rich watch history. The Hamilton Watch Company, once based in Lancaster, rivaled Swiss watches in their mechanical quality. Now, Kobold USA Watch Company has located its headquarters in the heart of Amish Pennsylvania. The goal of president Michael Kobold is to bring all operations to Pennsylvania in less than 10 years. Located on the same property as the headquarters is a 3000-square-foot facility that showcases the equipment with which Kobold makes its products.


In 2008, for its 10-year anniversary, Kobold launched a significant contribution to American horology (study of time) with its model called The Spirit of America Automatic. With a majority of the watch manufactured in the United States, this uber-cool timekeeper (just ask 24 hero, Jack Bauer) represents a welcome return to US-made wristwatches. The Spirit of America Automatic is the first Kobold to be designed, engineered, manufactured, and assembled in the US. This watch climbed Mount Everest in support of the Navy SEAL Warrior Fund—a charity that aids families SEALs may leave behind. Kobold also offers a more quirky approach to the very precise art of watchmaking with a timepiece called Pandemonium. The open face of the watch displays its chaos of gears and striations of rhodium filigree. It’s a face you’ll never get tired of staring at, and it beats looking at your phone for accurate times. The wristband is genuine Louisiana alligator, an out-of-state reptile to be sure. FYI: Pittsburgh had alligators spotted in its Monongahela River in Spring of 2015. They were never found.


Maggie’s Farm Rum Distillery, DISTILLERY, 3212A Smallman St., Pittsburgh, 15222; (412) 709-6480; maggiesfarmrum.com. Open wed through Thurs, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Fri and Sat, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Sun, noon to 4 p.m. Cocktail hours: Fri, 4 to 10 p.m.; Sat, noon to 10 p.m. America’s best rum is in Pennsylvania? That’s correct and it’s right here in Pittsburgh. Formerly Allegheny Distillery, Maggie’s is the first commercial rum distillery in the state. And that’s dating back to at least Prohibition. You can see the Spanish-made copper pot still that they use for all their products—it’s behind their cocktail bar. Tim Russell says that Maggie’s Farm rum is meant to be a smooth, yet full-flavored, full-bodied spirit; the use of temperature-controlled fermentation in a 100 percent copper pot still and conservative distillation cuts ensure this. What this means is that when rum is distilled, it’s heated, but not too high. The temperature must be maintained or the part of the rum you collect (the fraction) will be bad, as it will contain too much ethanol.


The Original Hot Dog Shop, HOT DOGS, 3901 Forbes Ave., Pittsburgh 15213; (412) 621-7388; theoriginalhotdogshop.com. Open Sun and Mon, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Tues through Sat, 10 a.m. to 1:30 a.m. Sydney and Moe Simon opened their shop in the shadow of the infamous stadium, Forbes Field, when the Pittsburgh Pirates won the 1960 World Series. Additional hot dog stands were eventually opened in Monroeville and Church Falls, Virginia. What makes The Original Hot Dog Stand, or the “O,” a great story is the belief that companies are made up of employees who are treated like family. When one of Syd’s employees, Nathan Keyes, needed a new liver, he treated the situation as a family emergency. Keyes’s shot at a transplant looked pretty grim, and he was given only 18 months to live. But Pennsylvanians can be pretty pushy. Syd petitioned one of the most powerful “CEOs” in the US, President George Herbert Walker Bush. With the president’s help, Keyes received a new liver. Syd also dealt with a few of his own health problems, including skin cancer, but he managed to live into his 80s, passing away in 2008. Syd’s family continues to work his hot dog stand. But not without fond memories. Syd’s daughter, Terry Campasano, said that the “O” is her dad because it was his dream. While hot dogs first made their debut in 1871 on Coney Island, New York, few hot dog stands have lasted as long as the “O” (over half a century). The “O” also serves burgers and french fries and all the typical American fare you’d expect from a family eatery.


Penn Brewery, BREWERY, 800 Vinial St., Pittsburgh 15212; (412) 237-9400; pennbrew.com. Tours by appointment. The restaurant is open Mon through Sat, 11 a.m to midnight; Sun, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Penn Brewery considers itself a pioneer in American craft brewing. They began brewing classic lagers and German beer styles, adhering to the quality standards of the 17th-century Bavarian Reinheitsgebot purity laws, which, you may have guessed, are really, really strict. As they’ve expanded their line of beers to include more contemporary concoctions of chocolate and pumpkin beers, they haven’t abandoned their strict attitude. They brew their beers by hand with top-tier barley and hops, which has won them numerous awards throughout the years. Tickets to take a tour of the brewery are available online, but times and space are limited. For $25 you get a tour, a sample, and your choice of T-shirt or growler. You can also visit their restaurant for an “authentic taste of Pittsburgh,” but reservations are required.


The Quilt Company, Quilting, 3940 Middle Rd., Allison Park 15101; (412) 487-9532; thequiltcompany.com. Open Mon, 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Tues through Sat, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Karen Montgomery sells quilting supplies, Bernina sewing machines, and Handi Quilter Longarms (large sewing machines that aid in quilting) as well as publishes patterns and books under The Quilt Company name. You can purchase and download the patterns from her website as well. Never wanting any piece to be left behind, Montgomery has patterns called Scrap Crazy, which use leftover fabric from previous projects. Montgomery believes you are never too old or too young to start quilting. She has a Scrap Crazy play book for kids too. Her patterns are deceptively simple looking. But to be a quilter, you must marry precise with colorful whimsy. She does traditional patterns, such as LeMoyne Star (a large star in the center of the quilt), as well as new. One clever pattern that has a contemporary feel to it is a series of beach umbrellas on a shoreline.


Sapling Press, PAPER/STATIONERY, 3524 Butler St., 1st Floor, Pittsburgh 15201; (412) 681-1003; saplingpress.com. Lisa Cairns Krowinski describes herself as “a typography-lovin’ graphic designer, turned letterpress-printin’ stationery designer who makes the cards for you to give to that one friend of yours who truly gets it.” Her tongue-in-cheek attitude flows into her embossed and pressed stationery and occasion cards. But she can be serious and design very classy and hip business cards. Sapling Press is one of the few true print shops that customizes paper products for you and doesn’t force you to choose from predesigned templates. It’s nice to actually buy (and receive) a card without a Hallmark imprint on the back. As a savvy business person you can show your unique business card, knowing it’s not been ordered and generated from a computer website. It’s not just about classy logos or witty words, the paper stock that Sapling Press uses is something your fingertips will love to touch—paper with gravitas. They carry different qualities from recycled to linen and smooth to matte finishes. While based in Pittsburgh, Sapling Press has creations in select stores throughout the country. There’s a complete list on the website.


Soyil Candles by Greta, CANDLES, 269 Republic St., Pittsburgh 15211; soyilcandles@gmail.com; soyil.com. Candlemaker Greta Falvo openly admits she is obsessed. Eco-friendly (they’re all soy) and long-burning, the candles she makes are kind of addicting. And that’s okay. Their sleek, understated design, in square and round glass holders, looks too commercial to be true, but be assured, they contain no dyes and are all-natural. Greta’s scents are seasonal, so they’re a lovely way to enjoy Pennsylvania’s spring, summer, fall, and winter as you burn your candles. Candle burning began as a way to reduce or mask unwelcomed and unwanted odors in the home and in other enclosed areas. Attention brides (and bridesmaids): Greta offers tiny candles or margarita glass candles as favors for your festive occasions. You can find Greta’s creations at different venues throughout the state. Check her website for details.


Studebaker Metals, Jewelry, 534 Braddock Ave, Braddock 15104; (412) 852-4733; studebakermetals.com. Open Mon through Fri, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat, noon to 5 p.m. Studebaker Metals is a traditional metal-smithing workshop. Using classic methods and high-quality materials, they forge and handcraft a collection of unique jewelry that just may make you part with your Alex & Ani. They label their pieces as “utilitarian,” but it’s more the look of industrial funk. The solid feel of certain cuffs and the cool lightness of their bangles separate them from the mass-produced pieces. Ready for everyday wear, each silver, alloy brass, or alloy copper piece is heated to redefine their shapes. Then the piece comes to life on a pair of antique anvils. The finishes come in brushed mill, a method that brings a hand-brush texture to several of their designs. It creates a distressed work patina or softer striated, almost striped finish. ”Work patina” is a piece that is not buffed or polished, but has a natural oxide layer bringing with it unique colors and the look of a distressed piece of metal. It’s sort of like the head of a well-used hammer. None of their work is chemically treated. It’s all the artisan’s hammer and imagination. An heirloom-quality piece forged for you on antique anvils? Not bad for a day’s work.


Wigle Whiskey, DISTILLERY, 2401 Smallman St., Pittsburgh 15222; (412) 224-2827; wiglewhiskey.com. The distillery is open Mon through Sat, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sun, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wigle is a small-batch whiskey distillery that opened in Pittsburgh’s Strip District in 2012. This company’s logo has a little noose from which the “g” in the word Wigle hangs. While the noose may be a bit off-putting, it’s there because the owners (whiskey lovers Meredith and Alex Meyer) named the distillery after folk hero Phillip Wigle, who was hung for treason due to his leadership role in the Whiskey Rebellion. Wigle was posthumously pardoned by President George Washington.


The Meyers began distilling in 2011 and opened their family-owned and-operated small business a year later. Wigle was the first distillery to open since the Joseph Finch distillery closed in the 1920s due to pesky Prohibition. According to the general rule of distilling, rye adds spice, wheat adds sweetness, and corn makes the alcohol. The Wigle Distillery crafts ryes, which have to be aged in brand-new charred American Oak barrels. And its bourbon is made with organic Wapsie Valley corn, grown by Weatherbury Farm in Avella. The farm is located in Washington County. Considered frontier in 1760s, it’s nestled near the border of West Virginia. If that’s not enough reason to sample their spirits, you should know that Wigle is America’s most awarded craft whiskey. The American Craft Spirits Association says so.
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