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Hi!




 




Many of you know me as Nathan on the TV seriesFLIGHT 29 DOWN. And a lot of you recognize me as Chad from the Disney Channel movieHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL. But I wanted to let you all get to know me as Corbin, just Corbin.




 




So I sat down with my parents, David and Martha Reivers, and my little sisters, Hunter, Phoenix, and Jag, and we pulled out all our family photo albums. We selected our favorite snapshots, and lots of memories came flooding back. We spent hours talking and laughing about when we lived in Brooklyn, NY, about our move to Los Angeles, about family, friends, and all the adventures I’ve had along the way. We put them all together in this very personal, very special book—a book I want to share with my fans!




 




On the following pages you’ll see baby pictures of me, shots of my family, shots of me at school and in my own “high school musicals” likeFOOTLOOSE andGREASE, and lots of photos of my friends and co-stars fromFLIGHT 29 DOWN, HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL, and other popular TV shows and movies—fellow actors like Zac Efron, Ashley Tisdale, Vanessa Anne Hudgens, Lauren Storm, Miley Cyrus, and even George Clooney, to name a few!




 




You’ll read about how I first got started at the age of two doing print ads and TV commercials, about my school days, dance classes, and my first lead role in the movieCATCH THAT KID. And, of course, I couldn’t leave out a front-row-center and behind-the-scenes look atHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL. It’s all been amazing. Hopefully you will like to come along with me for more—my upcoming Disney Channel movie,JUMP IN!, with Keke(AKEELAH AND THE BEE) Palmer, and a very special project I am working on right now: my debut CD from Hollywood Records.




 




I had a lot of fun putting this book together to let you know the things that are important to me and that make me smile. And I hope this book will make YOU smile.




 




Thanks for everything!




 




Peace & Love,
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT
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Corbin saw a huge HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL poster at The Grove in Los Angeles. It hadn’t opened yet, and he knew it was going to be hot!




 




Corbin Bleu fans: Alert! This is the official, totally authorized story of one of the hottest rising stars of today: Corbin Bleu. He, of course, is best known as Chad in the mega-hitHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL. But he is no overnight success story. He’s been working and honing his talents for nearly his entire life. If you are a true-blue Bleu fan, you’ve probably already devoured all of the magazine pieces on him and scoured the Web for the inside scoop on his career and personality. Well, you don’t have to go any further in your Corbin Bleu quest. On the following pages, you’ll read about and see his life unfold from baby pictures to remembrances of his first days in school; from photos of school productions to his parents’ tales of Corbin growing up; the personal stories of his landing roles in the films,MYSTERY MEN, GALAXY QUEST, andCATCH THAT KID, and the behind-the-scenes bonding with the cast of TV’sFLIGHT 29 DOWN. And, of course, you’ll get the inside story on the show that took his already hot career and catapulted it into hyperspace:HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL.
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Corbin at Disney World for HSM DVD promo interviews.




WhenHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL debuted on Friday night, January 20, 2006, it broke every ratings record for a Disney Channel original movie in the network’s entire thirteen-year history. That first airing, seen by over 7 million viewers, outpaced anything that’d come before, including the mega-popular hits,THE LIZZIE MCGUIRE MOVIE, TWITCHES, andTHE CHEETAH GIRLS.




The premiere was only the beginning.




HIGH SCHOOL MUSICALaired all weekend long, and with each successive showing, the exuberant song-and-dance-fest picked up steam—more viewers, more records broken, more blogs, text messages, IMs, more everything. The buzz-o-meter was off the charts. Within weeks, it shot from “most popular Disney TV movie” to a true pop-culture phenomenon. Translation: everybody’s hearing about it, talking about it, writing about it—and reenacting it.




Within six months, it’d spawned a top-selling DVD and a chart-busting CD, earned six Emmy nominations, and won the prestigious Television Critics Association Award for Outstanding Children’s Programming. In what seemed like lightning speed, teen magazines hit the shelves with cover stories and huge color pinups of the stars, and even mags aimed at adults covered it. (NEWSWEEKdid a ten-page story!) Most importantly, in terms of spreading the word,HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL fans’ websites and blogs sprung up like wildfire so kids all over the world could shareHSM info 24/7!
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“I was the worst out of everybody at basketball,” reveals Corbin about his HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL b-ball boot camp. But he got the hang of it!
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Corbin and Ryne Sanborn goofing around on the set
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HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL by the Numbers




7.7 MILLION:viewers who watched its debut




37 MILLION AND COUNTING:viewers who’ve seen it




2.7 MILLION AND COUNTING:soundtrack CDs sold




30 AND COUNTING:weeks the soundtrack CD spent on theBILLBOARD charts




3: weeks theCD spent at No. 1 on the charts and on iTunes




6: singles that have sold over 500,000 copies each, reaching “gold” status




2.14 MILLION AND COUNTING:DVDs sold




8,000 AND COUNTING:copies of the sheet music sold




20,000 AND COUNTING:ringtones downloaded




350,000:copies of theHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL novel sold




100:countries around the world that have airedHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL




2: Emmy Awards




1: Television Critics Association Award: for Outstanding Achievement in Children’s Programming




3: Teen Choice Awards




WHO KNOWS HOW MANY?:T-shirts, bags, buttons, games, cosmetics, watches, and other licensed products will be sold when they hit the market




For those truly in the know, theHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL express actually took off a few weeks before the film’s debut—on December 31, 2005. Fans got a special sneak peak of the cast when they performed some of the musical numbers on the Disney Channel’s New Year’s Eve special. From there, theHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL phenomenon took off. Free downloads of the song “Breaking Free” were offered, and music videos were broadcast on the network. The online music blitz was followed by theHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL soundtrack CD, officially released on January 10, 2006. Radio Disney played songs from the soundtrack on its stations around the country, and Disneychannel.com posted song lyrics. Fans could even sign up for aHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL Party Kit, so they could host their own sleepover sing-alongs.




By the time the movie actually aired, countless kids knew the “who’s who” of the cast, the words to the catchy tunes, and even some of the dance moves. And by the time the movie aired, Corbin Bleu’s rising star was traveling faster than the speed of light!




Okay, it’s confession time: Even Corbin and his cast-mates didn’t realize how hugeHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL would become—not right away, anyhow. When they first auditioned, each actor got to see only a few pages of the script (in showbiz lingo they’re “sides”) with the scenes for their individual tryouts. By the time he was offered his part, Corbin had read the script and loved it, but he still hadn’t seen the music. It wasn’t until the cast was smack in the middle of filming that it began to dawn on them—wait, this could be something huge!




 




So, What’s the Story?




Priming fans for an upcoming movie and creating all the buzz in the world, however, doesn’t guarantee a hit. So what exactly did makeHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL the smash hit it became? There’s gotta be more to the story.
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Corbin and Zac performing on GOOD MORNING AMERICA
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The cast lived and worked in Utah—their trailers were set against a majestic mountain skyline.




The story itself, however, is a good place to start.




On the simplest level, the tale is a classic. You’ve seen and heard it before in movies, books, TV shows, songs, and dances. Boy meets girl; they are complete opposites, but against all odds, they fall for each other. The romance doesn’t go smoothly. Friends and family on both sides refuse to accept the two as a couple and try to sabotage the budding relationship. In the end … well, in the unforgettable case ofROMEO AND JULIET orWEST SIDE STORY, it didn’t go so well! In movie musicals like GREASE, however, the gaga couple lived happily ever after. Or at least long enough for a sequel and spin-offs!




HIGH SCHOOL MUSICALis the tale of a basketball-playing dreamboat named Troy Bolton and the beautiful but shy new kid in school, Gabriella Montez. Troy and Gabriella meet randomly during winter break, when their families end up vacationing at the same ski resort near Salt Lake City, Utah. It happens to be (romantic timing alert!) New Year’s Eve, and during the resort’s cheesy karaoke session, they’re called up to sing together.




Neither of them is into it, but once in the spotlight, they cave. Something amazing happens when they sing together. But all good things (and vacations) must come to an end. And soon enough, they exchange cell phone snapshots and digits, and go their separate ways, probably never to see each other again.




Except … not so fast … Gabriella’s mom is transferred to Albuquerque, New Mexico. It turns out that that’s where Troy lives and reigns supreme as the No. 1 high school hottie. He’s captain of the Wildcats basketball team, he’s popular, and he’s best friends with everyone, especially teammate Chad, his closest confidant. Troy and Chad exemplify the jocks. They hang out with cheerleaders and win their games. No one sings, no one dances, no one cooks, designs clothes, or eventhinks of joining the drama club. They dribble, they pass, they shoot, they score. And they like it that way.
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Corbin and Monique practice: their moves with director Kenny Ortega.
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wrap it up! Chris, Ashley, Vanessa, Corbin, and Zac celebrate a job well done at the wrap party for HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL.




Gabriella, the brainiac babe, is quickly admitted into the science and math clique, led by Taylor. In her, they see a way to nail their Scholastic Decathlon. Acceptance into that group is OK with Gabriella, and she works hard to be part of the team and to help them ace their upcoming competition. They, too, are a closed and focused circle—not open to slackers, drama club kids, and especially not open to jocks.




Troy and Gabriella might not even see each other in school, except they end up in the same homeroom. Their teacher, Mrs. Darbus, runs the drama club. She’s currently organizing the school’s winter musical, and (dramatically!) urges students to audition. In fact, Ms. Darbus’ passion for theater is matched only by the basketball coach’s obsession with sports and his winning team. The basketball coach (did we not mention?) also doubles as Troy’s proud pop. He dismisses theater; Ms. Darbus derides sports. It’s a scenario that’s been the norm for East High since … well, as long as anyone can remember.




And, as the saying goes, if it ain’t broke, don’t try to fix it.
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At the wrap party at the Governor’s Mansion in Utah, Corbin and the cast are all looking forward to the movie’s debut!
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Corbin leans on his very own official HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL chair.




That’s certainly the attitude of the sister and brother duo Sharpay and Ryan Evans; they’ve starred in every play and musical since they’ve been at East High. This new one won’t be any different if they have anything to say—or sing—about it! Of course, fair is fair, and the bro-sis pair is required to audition along with the others who think they can handle the lead in the duet competition.




The school’s status quo is thrown way off-kilter when Troy and Gabriella witness the stagey siblings being cruel to the musical’s pianist and end up singing together—reliving their great vacation karaoke duet. And before you can say “Breaking Free,” Troy and Gabriella find themselves in official competition with Sharpay and Ryan for the musical leads. Not only that, but Troy and Gabriella are busted, as word gets back to their groups that they’ve … accidentally on purpose … auditioned for a musical. Both camps, the Wildcats and the Decathelons, come back with two words: not cool.




Enter Corbin’s character, Chad. This guy lives and breathes basketball. When he finds out his best friend and the captain of his winning team has gotten himself wrapped up in a musical, he starts scheming. And Chad’s not the only one! The warring factions band together to derail Troy and Gabriella’s chances of winning the leads … and sabotage their blossoming romance. Things get out of hand fast, and Chad is the first to realize that the cliques have gone too far.
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On the set with Chris Warren Jr.




It takes true teamwork, a display of real friendship, and playing to each group’s strengths to bring about a happy ending. Everyone dances away a winner inHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL. How do they do that? As the theme song says, “We’re all in this together!” Even Sharpay and Ryan get caught up in the infectious goodwill as the East High kids get their heads into a new game.
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Ryne, Corbin, Zac, and Chris hanging out




An upbeat, uplifting, and satisfying story will always be meaningful, but that’s not the entire reason forHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL’ s resounding success. For where there’s a good, solid story, there’s usually a walloping subtext—a message that touches everyone.




 




The Message in the Music




“It’s all about high school cliques. Kids feel pressure and they always want to fit in. HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL showed that you can step out of the box that cliques put you in, and show the rest of the world that you can do something different than what you’re known for.




Corbin explains, “With Troy, he plays basketball. That is what he has always done—his dad taught him that. He wanted something more, and he was able to step outside and sing. So the message for kids is that you need to follow your dream. You need to do what you want and not worry about what other people say, or who tries to bring you down.”




In interviews withSCHOLASTIC NEWS ONLINE, the other cast members agree. Zac Efron, who plays Troy, says: “You have to be yourself, walk your own path. Don’t listen to all the pressures that come from the outside world.” Vanessa Anne Hudgens, who plays Gabriella, adds, “The message ofHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL is: conquer your fears.”
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Corbin wants you to know that we’re all in this together.




In the same interview, Ashley Tisdale, sosharp as Sharpay, puts it this way: “You don’t have to be just one thing. Kids can get stuck in a clique and can’t get out of it. You feel people won’t support you in anything else. It’s important to find yourself in school and be happy about it, and if people don’t support you, they’re not your real friends.”




That theme is timeless; it reaches out to everyone, everywhere.




The Kickin’ Cast and Its Director




Corbin offers another interesting reason forHIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL’ s astounding success: It was the right cast, at the right time, in the right movie. Everyone in the cast was a working actor, but except for Ashley, they all were unknowns at that point. Not one cast member was a household name. “I think that helped draw the audience,” he says, “because they didn’t have presumptions about us. If someone like Hilary Duff were in the film, there’d be a preconceived notion—they know her as Lizzie McGuire, or as Hilary, a star. Whereas with us, they just saw our characters, and were able to relate to that more.”
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Corbin teaches some of the moves to “Get’cha Head in the Game.”




HIGH SCHOOL MUSICALhad a timeless tale, a cool cast, and a meaningful message, but whatreally knocked it out of the box, of course, was the music—the tunes and the moves, the catchy songs, snappy dances, and eye-poppin’ performances.HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL’ s team of writers, producers, stylists, casting directors, editors, composers, and musicians was top-tier, but some serious kudos have to go to director-choreographer, Kenny Ortega. “Kenny is very cool,” asserts Corbin, “because he’s a dancer, he’s able to see things from a musical point of view.”
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The HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL cast appears on the TODAY show. “Oh, man, that was crazy,” says Corbin. “It was insane. It felt like we were The Beatles. We walked out, and it was just hundreds of screaming people. We’d go up and try to shake their hands, and they’d try and pull you into the crowd!”
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