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			To the rescue volunteers and staff who work tirelessly to save the lives of animals around the world, and to the people who choose to give forever homes to the animals who need them the most
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			Foreword

			By Doug Trattner, Cleveland-based author, writer, and editor

			When Tizzy came into our lives, my wife, Kim, and I were not looking to adopt a new pet. We were still mourning the loss of our beloved rescue dogs who had passed away within weeks of each other. But these days, thanks to social media, you don’t have to travel to an animal shelter to peruse their inventory. We “met” Tizzy virtually, from the comfort of our own living room, when she popped up on Greg Murray’s Instagram account. As followers and fans of Greg’s photography, it was only a matter of time before his picture of a goofy brindle bully showed up on our phone screens.

			Tizzy’s story starts predictably enough for a rescue: She and her sister, Tinker, survived as strays for months before landing at a high-kill dog shelter in southern Ohio. The big-hearted volunteers at Fido’s Companion, a foster-based rescue in northeast Ohio, pulled Tizzy and Tinker, and then fostered and trained the dogs for months to increase their odds of finding their forever homes. Tinker was quickly adopted, but poor Tizzy moved from foster to foster for nine months. After seeing Greg’s post, we arranged a visit with Fido’s Companion and drove across town to meet her. She hopped right into Kim’s lap for some attention, and it was clear that our next dog had found us.

			By the time we met Tizzy, she was housebroken, crate-trained, and socialized. But that doesn’t mean she came without challenges. Her high prey drive and desire to be dominant transformed her from the silly snuggle bug she is with us to a high-strung terrier whenever guests arrived. To address those issues, we worked with a professional dog trainer, who gave us the techniques and tools to deal with her fear and anxiety issues. Now when guests show up, Tizzy is calm, confident, and happy.

			She joined the family almost four years ago, and we simply can’t imagine life without her. We’ve had many rescue dogs over the years and loved them all, but Tizzy’s giant heart and bigger personality outshine them all. Her goofy antics, piggie snorts, and boundless energy add joy and humor to every day. It breaks our hearts to think that she literally was days from being put to sleep.

			Since we adopted her, Tizzy has gone swimming in Northern Michigan, dined al fresco in Maine, hiked in the Allegheny National Forest, and sunned her pink belly on the shores of the Finger Lakes. Having her by our side while exploring, cooking dinner over the fire, or spending time inside during a rainstorm makes all our camping trips better. 

			Every now and then, one of the amazing people at Fido’s Companion will see Tizzy living her best life on Instagram and leave a comment. We can only imagine how much it must mean to them to see how their patience and devotion to a rescue dog have changed her life. But we know too well that Tizzy is the exception. Despite being characteristically bright, loyal, affectionate, and gentle, bully breeds are unfairly discriminated against, thanks to decades of misrepresentation in the media. As a result, almost half of them don’t make it out of shelters alive. In real life and on social media, we share our days and nights with Tizzy with the hope of changing those depressing odds of survival, if even by a tiny bit. Rescue dogs are no different from high-priced designer dogs—in both cases, you get out what you put in. But the satisfaction that comes from knowing you saved a life makes the experience that much more rewarding. 
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			 Our rescue dogs, Leo (left) and Kensie (right)
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			I was introduced to Muffit the rescue dog the day I came home from the hospital after entering this world in 1981. She had been adopted by my parents from the Cleveland Animal Protective League as a puppy two years before. I have vivid memories of spending time with Muffit as a child. We were best friends. As a baby I even enjoyed spending time with her in her crate and in laundry baskets. 

			I grew up around animals, which bred a lifelong affection for all kinds of critters, and I’m thankful to get to work with them daily. Besides Muffit, at one time or another, my family had fish, lizards, birds, guinea pigs, cats, rats, and more—and while I love all animals, regardless of where they came from, I do have a favorite kind: rescued. I don’t think I fully appreciated the importance of animal rescues until I started volunteering as a photographer at the Cleveland Animal Protective League in 2012. There I encountered, through no fault of their own, dogs and cats who were just looking for love and a home. If you pay attention, it’s easy to see the want and need for both in their eyes.

			The feeling experienced when you rescue a dog or any other animal is priceless—not to mention the happiness, laughter, and love they bring into your life! And by making room for another animal to be rescued or fostered, you are potentially saving the lives of many. For those who have a rescue, be proud of yourself. Let others know. Brag about it. Share how amazing it is to rescue and save a life. Share how good your boy or girl is! 

			Above all, I wanted Gotcha Day! to capture the happiness, love, and connection shared between rescue dogs and their humans. Some dogs I photographed were adopted from shelters, some were foster fails, some were found on the side of the road, and some were a different story entirely, all of which you can read about in these pages. Some dogs have big personalities, and some of them are shy. They come in all shapes, sizes, breeds, and ages, but a rescued dog is my favorite dog.
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Killian

			Golden retriever, about 5 years old 

			Does he have any nicknames?

			No, but he does get called handsome so often that he responds to it as if it’s his name.

			Tell us about Gotcha Day.

			It only took me nine days to foster fail this big, sweet boy. At the time of adoption, he still wasn’t okay with much human contact, but you could see he was trying. He watched our other goldens, Mojito and Julep, and tried to imitate their behaviors, which really solidified that he was meant to be ours. Our first meeting broke my heart. My husband had picked him up earlier that day from the rescue’s partner vet and brought him home. We set up a space he could feel safe in as he acclimated, but when I arrived home from work, he was still cowering in a corner and shaking. He had the saddest eyes. He was super interested in the girls but very unsure of us adults.

			What are his favorite things to do?

			Snuggling on the couch, eating ice cream, and visiting all the friends he’s made as a therapy dog.

			Does he have any silly quirks?

			Killian is obsessed with clothing. He has his own closet full of clothes (that he has now outgrown). He will beg at the door and paw at the outfit he wants. If it’s below forty degrees, he will absolutely refuse to go outside without a coat on over his shirt. “Old man” clothing, like cardigans, is his favorite. If we are out shopping and Killian sees a shirt, he’ll try to put his head in it and try it on right there.

			What does he mean to you?

			Killian is the epitome of resilience. He was used for breeding at an Amish puppy mill and had no socialization or understanding of how to be a dog. To see him transform from the scared shell of an animal he was into the happiest, most loving boy has been amazing.

			Anything else we should know?

			He overcame his immense fear of humans to become a registered therapy dog with the Alliance of Therapy Dogs. He completed his testing in April 2022 and has now visited assisted living homes, memory care centers, and even a school. Killian is all looks, no brains. He often has no clue what’s going on, but he’s sure excited to be there doing whatever it is. 

			—Kim 

		

		
		
			
				[image: Photo of Waffles.]
			

		

		
			Waffles

			Mini labradoodle mix, 9 months old

			Does he have any nicknames?

			Fast Boi

			Tell us about Gotcha Day.

			We saw Waffles’s picture while on vacation with friends in Savannah, Georgia. We had been looking for a new dog for a few months after losing our last one but were planning on getting a Rottweiler, Dutch shepherd, or another Malinois that was more “on brand” for us. After joking about it all weekend with our friends, we brought him home a few days after we got back into town.

			What are his favorite things to do?

			Playing with his older dog siblings, chewing sticks, going to work to help the new trainees at Miracle K9 Training, and annoying the cat.

			What does he mean to you?

			Having a dog gives me a much-needed break from all of the seriousness and stress of life. They are simple creatures with minimal wants and needs aside from living in the moment—something we can all learn from.

			Anything else we should know?

			As a dog trainer, I am expected to maintain the standard of what the average owner should do to have a well-behaved dog. For his first three days at home, Waffles screamed in the crate all night, so in the bed with us he went. (We’ve since worked on those crate issues.) We’re all human, even us professionals.

			—David
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			Grimly Fiendish

			German shepherd mix, 1 year old 

			Does he have any nicknames?

			Grim Reaper, Grimbly Bimbly, Grumbly

			Tell us about Gotcha Day.

			I have always rescued and loved pit bulls, but there was something about this chunky, fuzzy, big black puppy face that completely stole my heart. I didn’t even try to set up a meet and greet; I filled out the adoption form before I met him. It truly was love at first sight.

			What are his favorite things to do?

			Playing with other dogs, chasing tennis balls, swimming, and sleeping in holes he’s dug himself.

			Does he have any silly quirks?

			He talks. A lot. And he’s loud. And I don’t mean barking. He rarely barks. He also does funny things with the position of his ears: Sometimes one is up and one is down, sometimes both are straight up, and sometimes—rarely—both are down. No idea if it’s related to mood since it seems pretty random, but it’s funny.

			What does he mean to you?

			He owns me, body and soul.

			Anything else we should know?

			All three of the other dogs in the house are in love with Grim, even Whisper, who honestly hates all animals outside of her “family” and barely tolerates the ones in it. He wakes her up every morning by trying to put her huge head in his big mouth and “talks” to her. And I swear, she laughs at him! 
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