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  To Martin Luther King Jr. and the Movement.




  


  


  


  





  PREFACE




  Amid the cries of an oppressed people, one voice rose up above all others. The words and deeds of Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. aroused a people to action, not revolutionary action or violent action, but nonviolent social civil disobedience, the kind of actions that stirred a nation to rectify an injustice and opened the eyes of the world to the moral principals of racial equality. Those words of inspiration should forever be remembered and embraced.




  


  


  


  





  INTRODUCTION




  For anyone younger than forty years of age, it’s hard to imagine a time in America when men and women of different races couldn’t eat lunch together, couldn’t drink from the same water fountain, couldn’t use the same rest rooms, or stay in the same hotels. So foreign are these ideas to today’s middle-aged generation and all those thereafter that the mind plays tricks; segregated schools and “colored” water coolers are lumped in the same mental box with slave auctions of the eighteenth century and depression-era lynchings of the Old South. It seems unfathomable that men and women of color had to give up their bus seats to Anglo-Saxon Americans as recently as 1960. It’s impossible to visualize men being beaten for ordering a hamburger at a “white only” lunch counter in our lifetime. The framed images—grainy and colorless—hang like fossilized footprints, and the moving clips—faded and jerky, replayed on PBS specials—are viewed as chin-rubbing historical artifacts, as ancient and arcane as ox-drawn carts and outhouses.




  The older generation, now as gray as the images from that bygone era, can only shake their heads and wonder. For them the memories are like yesterday, and the term “the Struggle” needs no further explanation. They were the ones standing up to the oppression, the bigotry, the violence, and the shameful scourge of segregation. It was they who risked life and limb for the basic rights to vote, to worship, to walk and to eat and to live as free men and women in America. Their cause was that of decency, fairness, and basic human rights, the inspiring principles Thomas Jefferson had penned almost two centuries before when he wrote that “all men are created equal, endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, among those, life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”




  Liberty and happiness were long in coming for men of color in America. But through the words and deeds of one inspiring figure, the Struggle became a cause, and the cause grew into a movement. By the summer of 1963, everyone in America knew the name of the Montgomery minister whose words inspired a people to seek justice. Martin Luther King Jr., an Atlanta native and son of a Baptist preacher, personified the courage and conviction of the Struggle. His gifted oratorical skills, his moral courage, his command presence, and his indefatigable spirit inspired the world and changed a nation.




  America looks much different today than it did forty years ago. Two generations of white and black Americans have sat side by side in classrooms from kindergarten through college. Black and white coworkers dine out wherever they please. Planes, trains, and buses are racially neutral, and offices, factories, loading docks, restaurants, libraries, sporting arenas, museums, neighborhoods with manicured curbs and common playgrounds, and cruise ships to Saint Bart are all integrated and color blind. Forty years after Dr. King burst onto the scene with his message of nonviolent civil disobedience, we are closer than ever to his dream of a day when “men are judged not by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.”




  We’ve come a long way. We still have a long way to go. Since the days when Dr. King traveled the world and gave hundreds of speeches a year, we have had two African Americans serve on the United States Supreme Court. Dozens more have served in Congress, while hundreds have served in state and local governments. African American mayors have governed New York, San Francisco, Atlanta, Houston, Dallas, and Detroit, among others, and more minorities serve in the top echelons of corporate America than at any time in our nation’s history. Even though we still have differences, we discuss our differences civilly and work toward solutions together because of the leadership model Dr. King provided in his thirty-nine short years on this planet.




  The legacy of Dr. King has now lived almost as long as the man himself walked the earth. Remembering his words is a part of that legacy. And it is the duty of those who seek justice and honor and nobility in the American Dream to never forget.
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  SEGREGATION






  

    THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES IN THE FORTIES AND FIFTIES WERE CLEAR. “WHITE ONLY” MONIKERS DONNED THE DOORS OF ESTABLISHMENTS ALL OVER AMERICA, AND SEGREGATION REMAINED ENTRENCHED POLICY THROUGHOUT MOST OF SOCIETY. POLITICIANS, SCHOOL PRINCIPALS, AND EVEN PASTORS FROM THEIR PULPITS BEAT THE DRUMS OF SEGREGATION AND STIRRED THE FLAMES OF HATRED TOWARD ANYONE WHO OPPOSED THEIR VIEWS. IT WAS A TIME OF GREAT CONFLICT, AND A TIME OF GREAT RESOLVE.
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  I could never adjust to the separate waiting rooms, separate eating places, (and) separate rest rooms, partly because the separate was always unequal, and partly because the very idea of separation did something to my sense of dignity and self-respect.1
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  Who are we? We are the descendants of slaves . . . we are the heirs of a past of rope, fire, and murder. I for one am not ashamed of this past.2
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  My mother took me on her lap and began telling me about slavery and how it ended with the Civil War. She tried to explain the divided system of the South . . . as a social condition rather than a natural order.3
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  The American Negro is neither totally African nor totally Western. He is Afro-American, a true hybrid, a combination of two cultures.4
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  A doctrine of black supremacy is as evil as a doctrine of white supremacy.5
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  Now is the time to lift our national policy from the quicksand of racial injustice to the solid rock of human dignity.6
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  We can get rid of segregation in most areas of American life by 1963.7




  —spoken by King in 1956 and before the Civil Rights Acts of 1957 and 1964
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  Segregation scars the soul of both the segregator and the segregated. The segregator looks upon the segregated as a thing to be used, not a person to be respected.8
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  Segregation denies the sacredness of human personality.9
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  Two segregated souls never meet in God.10
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  HE WAS THE MAN, MORE THAN ANY OTHER OF HIS GENERATION, WHO GAZED UPON THE GREAT WALL OF SEGREGATION AND SAW THAT IT COULD BE DESTROYED BY THE POWER OF LOVE.11




  —Jimmy Carter
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  Segregation is morally wrong and sinful.12
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  Genuine integration will come when men are obedient to the unenforceable.13
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  Segregation is also morally wrong because it deprives man of freedom, that quality which makes him a man.14
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  While abhorring segregation, we shall love the segregationist. This is the only way to create the beloved community.15
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  [image: King (in back) joins others, including Ralph Abernathy (front left), on bus ride soon after the Supreme Court’s integration order went into effect in 1956. (AP/Wide World photo)]




  


  





  FAITH






  

    “WITHOUT FAITH I AM NOTHING” WERE THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE PAUL. THOSE WORDS WERE ECHOED MANY TIMES BY DR. KING. WHETHER THROWING HIS HEAD BACK AND SINGING “I WANT TO BE MORE LIKE JESUS” AS PART OF THE EBENEZER BAPTIST CHURCH CHOIR, PREACHING FROM THE PULPIT IN MONTGOMERY, OR WRITING FROM A JAIL CELL IN BIRMINGHAM, KING RELIED ON HIS UNDYING FAITH IN CHRIST FOR HIS STRENGTH. FOR WITHOUT IT, HE KNEW HE AND HIS CAUSE WOULD BE NOTHING.
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  We must be reminded anew that God is at work in His universe. He is not outside the world looking on with a sort of cold indifference.1
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  As we struggle to defeat the forces of evil, the God of the universe struggles with us.2
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  A just law is a manmade code that squares with the moral law or the law of God. An unjust law is a code that is out of harmony with the moral law.3
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  The greatness of our God lies in the fact that he is both tough-minded and tenderhearted.4
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  God has two outstretched arms. One is strong enough to surround us with justice, and one is gentle enough to embrace us with grace.5
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  IN HIM THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND DWELT AMONG MEN.6




  —Jesse Jackson
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  I don’t know what will happen; I don’t know where the money will come from. But I have to make a faith act.7




  —King after finding out the SCLC had run out of bail money just prior to the Good Friday march on Birmingham city hall in 1963
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  Whenever you set out to build a temple, you must face the fact that there is a tension at the heart of the universe between good and evil.8
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