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This book is for every Cubs fan who looked around Wrigley Field and thought, “I wonder when that game I remember happened?” . . . and for every Cubs fan who wondered which player accomplished a feat they remember from some year in the 1970s . . . and for every Cubs fan who watched a game on TV or listened on the radio and couldn’t remember what years they heard which men broadcast a memorable game.

In other words . . . for every Cubs fan!
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Team History



Questions


	
1.  What is the Cubs’ unique status among all North American professional sports teams?

	Answer on page 19.

	
2.  What year was the Cubs franchise founded?

	Answer on page 19.

	
3.  What team was it founded specifically to defeat?

	Answer on page 19.

	
4.  Did it do so?

	Answer on page 20.

	
5.  In what organization did the Cubs compete before the formation of the National League?

	Answer on page 20.

	
6.  When and where did the Cubs make their National League debut?

	
Answer on page 20.2


	
7.  Which of these nicknames did newspapers use to describe the team before they became the Cubs? The Black Stockings, Broncos, Colts, Cowboys, Giant Killers, Microbes, Orphans, Remnants, Spuds, White Stockings, or Zephyrs?

	Answer on page 20.

	
8.  Which of these were the nicknames of now-defunct National League opponents? Bisons, Blues, Brown Stockings, Colonels, Cowboys Dark Blues, Hoosiers, Maroons, Mutuals, Ruby Legs, Spiders, Stars, Statesmen, Trojans, or Wolverines?

	Answer on page 21.

	
9. Where in California did the Cubs hold spring training for many years?

	Answer on page 21.

	
10. Where did they hold spring training during World War II?

	Answer on page 21.

	
11. How many National League pennants have the Cubs won? How many teams have won more?

	Answer on page 22.

	
12. The Cubs have played the most regular-season games of any major-league team. Which opponent have they played most often?

	Answer on page 22.

	
13. The Cubs have used the most players, 2,277, of any team. Who was their 1,000th? Who was their 2,000th?

	
Answer on page 22.3


	
14. What was significant about the Cubs’ victory on June 14, 1947?

	Answer on page 23.

	
15. What were the most runs scored by the Cubs in a game?

	Answer on page 23.

	
16. What were the most runs scored in a game by the Cubs in the Modern Era?

	Answer on page 23.

	
17. What were the most runs scored by the Cubs in an inning?

	Answer on page 23.

	
18. What were the most runs scored in an inning by the Cubs in the Modern Era?

	Answer on page 23.

	
19. Under which team ownership have the Cubs made the most postseason appearances?

	Answer on page 24.

	
20. Which early pitcher-manager of the Cubs started a prominent sporting goods company?

	Answer on page 24.

	
21. An early owner of the Cubs made his fortune in the restaurant business. Who was he and what was his nickname?

	Answer on page 24.

	
22. Another early owner was the brother of a United States president. Who was he?

	
Answer on page 25.4


	
23. In 1891, as the Colts, the team played an unusual home schedule. What was unusual about it?

	Answer on page 25.

	
24. What the first season in which the National League had 12 teams?

	Answer on page 25.

	
25. When did the Cubs play their first home game on a Sunday?

	Answer on page 25.

	
26. What was unusual about the Cubs’ schedule in 1896?

	Answer on page 25.

	
27. For many years, the Cubs and Pirates played single games on Sunday in Chicago, sometimes in the middle of a series at Pittsburgh. Why?

	Answer on page 26.

	
28. The Cubs played their final game in 1918 on Labor Day. Why did the season end so early?

	Answer on page 26.

	
29. The Cubs lost the 1918 World Series to the Red Sox in six games. What was unique about the series?

	Answer on page 26.

	
30. When did the Cubs first travel to a series by airplane?

	Answer on page 26.

	
31. What distinction do the Cubs have among National League Central Division teams?

	
Answer on page 27.5


	
32. The Cubs have played only two games on the final day of a season to decide a title. What were the seasons?

	Answer on page 27.

	
33. What was unique about the first of the two final-day games? What was the outcome?

	Answer on page 27.

	
34. What was unique about the second of the two final-day games? What was the outcome?

	Answer on page 27.

	
35. The Cubs played one other extra game to break a tie for a wild-card berth in the postseason. When was it played?

	Answer on page 27.

	
36. What record did the Cubs establish in 1906?

	Answer on page 27.

	
37. What record did the Cubs establish in 1906–10?

	Answer on page 28.

	
38. Which American League team did the Cubs play first when interleague games began in 1997?

	Answer on page 28.

	
39. Where did the Cubs play their first interleague game outside Chicago?

	
Answer on page 28.6


	
40. The Cubs played the Royals at Kansas City for the first time in 1998. They had played 10 National League games at Kansas City before the Modern Era. Who were their opponents in those games?

	Answer on page 28.

	
41. The Cubs have played one regular-season game in Iowa. Who was their opponent?

	Answer on page 28.

	
42. How many games have the Cubs played outside North America? Where were they played and who were their opponents?

	Answer on page 28.

	
43. The Cubs have played regular-season games against the Dodgers in ballparks in three states. What were the states?

	Answer on page 28.

	
44. Which Cub played the National Anthem before a game on his trumpet?

	Answer on page 28.

	
45. Which Cub employed self-hypnosis and talked to the ball?

	Answer on page 28.

	
46. Which Cub signed a blank contract because he so greatly wanted to play at Wrigley Field?

	
Answer on page 28.7


	
47. Eleven different Cubs have been recognized as the National League’s Most Valuable Player. Name as many as you can.

	Answer on page 28.

	
48. Five Cubs pitchers have won the Cy Young Award. Name them.

	Answer on page 29.

	
49. Six Cubs have been honored as Rookie of the Year. Name them.

	Answer on page 29.

	
50. Thirty-five players have played for the Cubs before turning 20 years old, including 24 since 1901, first season of the Modern Era. Who was the youngest, at 17 years and 300 days?

	Answer on page 29.

	
51. Who was the youngest pitcher as a Cub?

	Answer on page 29.

	
52. Only one of the 35 teenage Cubs played more than 49 games for the team before turning 20. Who was the one?

	Answer on page 29.

	
53. Who was the oldest player to appear in a game as a Cub?

	
Answer on page 29.8


	
54. Cap Anson played 146 games in 1892, when he turned 40. He played at least 100 in four of his five later seasons. Name the only Cub in the Modern Era who played 100 or more games in his age-40 season.

	Answer on page 29.

	
55. Three other Cubs played at least 50 games in their age-40 or higher season. Name them.

	Answer on page 30.

	
56. Two Cubs pitchers appeared in at least 40 games of a season in which they turned 40 or older. Who were they?

	Answer on page 30.

	
57. Here are the nicknames of some Cubs. Identify the players to which they belonged:

	Animalistic




   





	1. Bull
	A. Dave Kingman



	2. Crab
	B. Guy Bush



	3. Hawk
	C. Johnny Evers



	4. Kong
	D. Lon Warneke



	5. Penguin
	E. Kyle Schwarber



	6. The Arkansas Hummingbird
	F. Andre Dawson



	7. The Mississippi Mudcat
	G. Leon Durham



	8. Warbird
	H. Roy Cey
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	One-Name Wonders

	(Note that one nickname applies to two different players!)




   





	1. Bonehead
	A. Milt Pappas



	2. Chinski
	B. Steve Trout



	3. Gimpy
	C. Fred Merkle



	4. Honker
	D. Kris Bryant



	5. Husk
	E. Phil Cavarretta



	6. Philliabuck
	F. Johnny Evers



	7. Rainbow
	G. Randy Hundley



	8. Rebel
	H. Charlie Root



	9. Sarge
	I. Frank Schulte



	10. Sparkles
	J. Frank Chance



	11. Swish
	K. Gary Matthews



	12. Trojan
	L. Hank Sauer



	13. Wildlife
	M. Steve Swisher



	14. Zonk
	N. Keith Moreland



	 
	O. Bill Nicholson






	Leadership

	(Note that one nickname applies to two different players!)




   







	1. Big Daddy
	A. Frank Chance



	2. Mr. Cub
	B. Rick Reuschel



	3. The Peerless Leader
	C. Greg Maddux



	4. The Polish Prince
	D. Mike Krukow



	5. The Professor
	E. Rick Sutcliffe



	6. The Red Baron
	F. Kyle Hendricks



	 
	G. Ernie Banks
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	Other Dandies




   





	1. Big Z
	A. Javier Baez



	2. Dandy Little Glove Man
	B. Billy Williams



	3. El Mago
	C. Carlos Zambrano



	4. Jolly Cholly
	D. Charlie Grimm



	5. Old Tomato Face
	E. Cap Anson



	6. Sweet Swinger
	F. Gabby Hartnett



	7. The Marshalltown Infant
	G. Mickey Morandini






	Answers on page 30.

	
58. What was the name of the Cubs’ first National League home park?

	Answer on page 30.

	
59. In 1884, the Cubs, then the White Stockings, hit 142 home runs, 103 more than any other team. Why?

	Answer on page 30.

	
60. Which Cub hit 27 home runs in 1884, a record that stood until Babe Ruth hit 29 in 1919?

	Answer on page 31.

	
61. Why were the Cubs forced to leave Lakefront Park after 1884?

	Answer on page 31.

	
62. Wrigley Field is the Cubs’ second home ballpark that was built for another team. What was the first?

	
Answer on page 31.11


	
63. Who was the Cubs’ on-field announcer of starting lineups, pinch hitters, and changes of pitchers and players in the field from 1916–74?

	Answer on page 31.

	
64. What was his famous announcement before each game?

	Answer on page 31.

	
65. On September 17, 1953, Ernie Banks became the Cubs’ first Black player to appear in a game. Another Black player actually signed with the Cubs before Banks, on September 1, but did not appear in a game until September 20. Who was he?

	Answer on page 32.

	
66. Ernie Banks was the Cubs’ shortstop from his arrival in 1953 through May 21, 1961, when his ailing knees prompted him to change positions. What was his new position?

	Answer on page 32.



Warning! Obscure Players Alert!

   
	
67. Who hit the Cubs’ first National League home run?

	Answer on page 32.

	
68. Who hit the Cubs’ first National League home run at home?

	Answer on page 33.

	
69. Who hit the Cubs’ first home run at their current home park?

	
Answer on page 33.12


	
70. Which Cubs star outfielder before the Modern Era retired because his fiancée’s father would not allow her to marry a baseball player?

	Answer on page 33.

	
71. One of the most famous of all baseball trivia questions: Who was the third baseman when the Cubs had their famous double-play combination of shortstop Joe Tinker, second baseman Johnny Evers, and first baseman Frank Chance?

	Answer on page 33.

	
72. Who was the usual catcher when Tinker, Evers, and Chance were in the infield?

	Answer on page 34.

	
73. Who were the usual starting outfielders in those glory years?

	Answer on page 34.

	
74. When were Tinker, Evers, and Chance elected to the Hall of Fame?

	Answer on page 34.

	
75. Tinker, Evers, and Chance were immortalized in the eight-line poem, “Baseball’s Sad Lexicon,” published in the New York Evening Mail on July 12, 1910. Recite the poem.

	Answer on page 34.

	
76. What is a “gonfalon?”

	
Answer on page 34.13


	
77. How many double plays did the Cubs make that went from Tinker to Evers to Chance?

	Answer on page 35.

	
78. Seven of the twenty-four players who earned the highest WAR as Cubs came to the team in trades. What team did each come from, when, and what did the Cubs exchange for them?

	Answer on page 35.

	
79. Fifteen of the thirty-two men who played at least 1,000 games as a Cub were traded to other teams. What team was each dealt to and when?

	Answer on page 36.

	
80. From 1903 through 1942, in most seasons when they did not win the pennant, what did the Cubs do after the end of the National League season?

	Answer on page 37.

	
81. The Cubs played many exhibition games in their long history from which the proceeds went to various causes, including 23 Boys’ Benefit games in 1949–72, and games for Canadian war relief in 1917, for unemployment relief in 1931 and for US war relief in 1945. On September 28, 1905, they played a regular-season game at home against Boston, with all revenue going to one person. Who was the person?

	Answer on page 37.

	
82. What did the Cubs, then known as the White Stockings, do after the 1888 season?

	
Answer on page 37.14


	
83. In 1913, the Cubs were the first big league team to train on the west coast of Florida. In what city did they train?

	Answer on page 38.

	
84. A sportswriter called the Cubs “the Grimm Gypsies” in 1936. Why?

	Answer on page 38.

	
85. The Cubs have held spring training in cities in nine states. Name as many of the states as you can.

	Answer on page 38.

	
86. The Cubs have trained in Mesa, Arizona, since 1979. They also trained in Mesa from 1952–65. In what other Arizona city did they train, from 1967–78?

	Answer on page 38.

	
87. During the Modern Era, the Cubs have played 244 exhibition games during the regular season. They lost five of seven games against one opponent. Who was the opponent?

	Answer on page 39.

	
88. When did the Cubs play their last in-season exhibition game against a major-league opponent?

	Answer on page 39.

	
89. When did the Cubs play their last in-season exhibition game against any opponent?

	
Answer on page 39.15




One And Done


	Since 1901, the first season of the Modern Era, the Cubs have won 258 regular-season games by a score of 1–0. They have lost 259.

	
90. Which Cub drove in the game’s only run most often?

	Answer on page 39.

	
91. In how many of the wins did their only run come on a home run?

	Answer on page 39.

	
92. Which two Cubs homered for the only run in three games each?

	Answer on page 39.

	
93. Name the four Cubs who had homers in 1–0 games two different times and no other plays that produced the only run of a game.

	Answer on page 39.

	
94. Who was the only Cubs pitcher to homer in a 1–0 win?

	Answer on page 39.

	
95. The most common run-scoring play in a 1–0 win was a single, 73 times. A home run was second. What two plays were tied for third, 23 times?

	Answer on page 40.

	
96. The Cubs have won, 1–0, on one type of play once. What was the play?

	
Answer on page 40.16


	
97. How many of the 1–0 wins were walk-offs?

	Answer on page 40.

	
98. How many of the 1–0 wins were walk-offs on home runs?

	Answer on page 40.



Walk The Walk


	
99. Since 1876, first year of the National League, how many regular-season games have the Cubs won on walk-offs?

	Answer on page 40.

	
100. How many walk-off wins have they had at Wrigley Field?

	Answer on page 40.

	
101. The Cubs have had walk-off wins against 35 different teams. Which team have they walked off most often?

	Answer on page 40.

	
102. A total of 419 different Cubs have been the last batter in a walk-off win. Who did it most often?

	Answer on page 41.

	
103. Were more of the walk-off wins in the ninth inning or extra innings?

	Answer on page 41.

	
104. What were the Cubs’ longest walk-off wins by innings?

	
Answer on page 41.17


	
105. Just over half of all walk-off wins, 500, have come on singles. Home runs are second most common. How many walk-off homers have the Cubs hit?

	Answer on page 41.

	
106. How many of the walk-off wins came on walks?

	Answer on page 41.

	
107. How many came on a batter hit by a pitch?

	Answer on page 41.

	
108. Only one walk-off win came on one type of play. What was it?

	
Answer on page 41.19




Team History

Answers


	
1. The Cubs are the oldest team still in its original city. A group of Chicago businessmen gathered at a downtown hotel on October 1, 1869, to create a professional baseball team representing the city.

	They wanted their team to defeat the Cincinnati Red Stockings, the first professional baseball team, who had handily beaten several of Chicago’s best amateur teams when they came to Chicago in 1869.

	The new team, the White Stockings, won at Cincinnati on September 7, 1870. The next day’s Chicago Tribune had no fewer than seven headlines above its account of the game, leading with “The Redoubtable Red Stockings Defeated by Chicago’s $18,000 Nine.”

	
2. The White Stockings played in the National Association, the first true league, in 1871 and 1874–75. The team suspended operations after 1871 due to the Great Chicago Fire. Its stockholders actually voted at one point to fold the team and sell off its assets, then changed their mind.

	
3. The famed Cincinnati Red Stockings, who were the first professional baseball team, founded in 1869.20


	
4. Yes, they did so twice—both times in 1870—first at Cincinnati, then in Chicago. After the season, the Red Stockings disbanded when their top players, George and Harry Wright, signed to play in Boston. The Chicago Tribune suggested that the White Stockings should do the same, lest they suffer the same fate the following year.

	
5. The franchise we now know as the Chicago Cubs began play as the Chicago White Stockings in 1871, in a loosely organized league called the National Association of Base Ball Clubs. They would play just 28 games, going 19–9, and then suspend play until 1874 because of the Great Chicago Fire of October 1871. The fire took a tremendous toll on the city, and it took a while for it to rebuild.

	
6. The Cubs’ very first National League game was played on Tuesday, April 25, 1876, in Louisville, then part of the eight-team league. The Cubs, then known as White Stockings, defeated the Louisville Grays, 4–0. About 2,000 attended and saw pitcher Albert Spalding record three of the Cubs’ eight hits, as well as pitch a shutout and allowing seven hits. The team would play its first home game two weeks later, Wednesday, May 10, defeating Cincinnati, also by shutout, 6–0. They could then have been called “South Siders,” as their first NL home park was located at 23rd Street near State Street. They would play two seasons there before moving to Lakefront Park, near the current intersection of Randolph and Michigan.

	
7. All of the listed nicknames were used to refer to what we often heard called “The Chicago National League Ball Club” in its early days. “Cubs” was first used by a newspaper headline writer named Fred A. Hayner, who worked for the Chicago Daily News. According to a 2016 Chicago Sun-Times article by his grandson Don Hayner, also a sportswriter, Fred first wrote 21the name Cubs to refer to the young players on the Chicago NL team in a Daily News article March 27, 1902, a few weeks before the season began.

	The article, headlined “Selee Places His Men,” mentioned some of the youngsters on the team, which included future Hall of Famers Johnny Evers and Joe Tinker.

	Manager Frank Chance liked the name and convinced team ownership to make it the club’s official nickname by 1907.

	
8. All of the listed nicknames were used to refer to various National League opponents in the nineteenth century. In order as listed, the home cities for those teams are: Buffalo (Bisons), Cincinnati and Syracuse (Blues), St. Louis (Brown Stockings), Louisville (Colonels), Kansas City (Cowboys), Hartford (Dark Blues), Indianapolis (Hoosiers), St. Louis again (Maroons), New York (Mutuals), Worcester (Ruby Legs), Cleveland (Spiders), Indianapolis and Cleveland (Stars), Washington (Statesmen), Troy, New York (Trojans) and Detroit (Wolverines).

	
9. Cubs spring training camps were held at Catalina Island, off the southern California coast, from 1922–51.

	The island was owned by William Wrigley, who had bought controlling interest in the Cubs in 1918 and Catalina the following year. For many years it was considered a good location for training camp because of its isolation, so that players could focus on baseball. Over time, though, it became too difficult to play exhibition games against other teams, and the Cubs relocated to Mesa, Arizona, for spring training in 1952.

	
10. During World War II, travel restrictions were put in place in the United States, so the Cubs and other teams could not travel to their usual spring training locations. Commissioner Albert “Happy” Chandler decreed that MLB teams should train north of the Mason-Dixon line and east of the Mississippi River. 22So from 1943–45, Cubs training camp was held at a resort in French Lick, Indiana, a small town about 75 miles west of Louisville. Weather conditions weren’t exactly ideal, and at times games were postponed by early-spring snowstorms.

	After the war, Cubs training camp returned to Catalina Island through 1951.

	
11. The Cubs have won 17 National League pennants. Six of these were in the nineteenth century and 11 have come in the World Series era, since 1903. The Dodgers (26 league championships), Giants (23) and Cardinals (19) have more NL titles than the Cubs.

	
12. Through the end of 2025, the Cubs have faced the St. Louis Cardinals most often, with 2,404 games between the two clubs. The Cubs have won 1,211 and lost 1,176, with 17 ties. That’s just two more times than the Cubs have faced the Pirates, 2,402 through the end of the 2025 season. Even with the Pirates’ rough last three decades, they still have an all-time lead over the Cubs, 1,220 Pirates wins and 1,171 Cubs wins, with 11 ties.

	
13. The 1,000th player in Cubs history was a 21-year-old callup who went 0-for-4 in his first game August 6, 1959, in a 4–2 win over the Phillies. At the time, few would have guessed that young player would become one of the most important figures in franchise history: Billy Williams, who played 16 years with the team, hit 394 home runs as a Cub and was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1987.

	The 2,000th Cubs player was Clayton Richard, a left-handed swingman who pitched for the Cubs in 2015 and 2016. He made his Cubs debut July 4, 2015, against the Marlins, starting the game against them in Wrigley Field. The Cubs won the game, 7–2, and Richard threw 6 1/3 strong innings, allowing seven hits and two runs.23


	
14. On this day the Cubs defeated the Phillies, 6–3, the last of a five-game winning streak. The victory put the Cubs 1,179 wins above .500, their all-time high. Entering the 2026 season they were 582 games over .500 all-time.

	
15. The Cubs (then generally referred to as “Colts”) scored 36 runs against Louisville on June 29, 1897, at West Side Grounds. They were helped by 10 Louisville errors; just 12 of the Chicago runs were earned. Jimmy Ryan and Barry McCormick led the way with five runs each and the team had 30 hits and 47 total bases, both records at the time. The hit and total base records have been broken, but the 36 runs remains the all-time MLB record for a single game.

	
16. In the Modern Era, the Cubs record for runs is 26, accomplished against Philadelphia at Wrigley Field, on Aug. 25, 1922. The 49 runs combined is the MLB record for a game of any length. The Cubs matched that 26-run total in a game against the Rockies at Coors Field, defeating Colorado 26–7 on August 18, 1995.

	
17. The most runs scored in an inning by the Cubs (then generally referred to as “White Stockings”) is 18, in the seventh inning vs. Detroit on September 6, 1883, in a game they won 26–6. It was the last of a five-game stretch in which they scored double digits every game and outscored their opponents 86–23. Even so, that team finished second in the National League. The 18 runs is also the all-time MLB record, and also holds the record for batters faced in an inning (23, later tied), and most players scoring three runs in an inning (two, Tommy Burns and Ned Williamson).

	
18. In the Modern Era, the Cubs record for runs in a single inning is 14, set in the wild 26–23 win over the Phillies August 25, 1922. The 14 runs were scored in the fourth inning, the 24Cubs’ second double-digit inning of the game (also 10 in the second inning) and gave them a 19-run lead, 25–6. Nevertheless, they had to hang on to win by just three runs, and the Phillies had the bases loaded when the charmingly named Bevo LeBourveau struck out to end the game.

	
19. Entering the 2026 season, three Cubs ownership groups share the correct answer to this question. The Wrigleys (NL pennants in 1918, 1929, 1932, 1938, and 1945), Tribune Co. (division titles in 1984, 1989, 2003, 2007, and 2008 and a wild-card spot in 1998) and the Ricketts family (wild-card spots in 2015, 2018 and 2025, division titles in 2017 and 2020, and the World Series title in 2016) all have six postseason appearances to their credit. Thus, if the Cubs make the postseason again under the Ricketts ownership, that will be a new record of seven.

	
20. Albert Spalding pitched for the Chicago NL franchise that’s now the Cubs in 1876—in fact, he was their primary pitcher, starting 60 of the 66 games—and also their manager in 1876 and 1877.

	But even as he did that, and continued as a part-owner and executive for the team for more than another decade, he and his brother opened a sporting goods store in Chicago. By 1901 he owned 14 such stores and eventually the company turned into what is still the Spalding sporting goods company, which sells equipment for dozens of sports worldwide.

	
21. Charles Weeghman, nicknamed “Lucky Charlie,” made a fortune in the lunch counter business in Chicago. That money eventually allowed him to become the owner of the Chicago franchise in the Federal League. When that league folded, two of its owners were allowed to buy into the National League, and that’s how Weeghman became Cubs owner in 1916. Two years later he sold to a group that included William Wrigley.25


	
22. Charles Taft, brother of US President William Howard Taft, was a minority owner in the group headed by Charles Murphy that bought the Cubs in 1905. Murphy sold his shares to Taft in 1914, and two years later, Taft sold out to Charlie Weeghman.

	
23. The Cubs (then known mainly as “Colts”) had two home parks in 1891. They played Monday, Wednesday, and Friday games at West Side Park and Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday games at South Side Park II, successor to their original home on 23rd Street. Back then, most teams did not play games on Sundays. In 1892, they played exclusively at South Side Park II, before moving to a new park on the West Side, named West Side Grounds, where they would play through 1915.

	
24. This is a trick question! You might think the answer is 1969, when the NL expanded from 10 to 12 teams, but the correct answer is 1892, when four teams were added from the American Association after its final season: Louisville, Washington, St. Louis, and Baltimore. The new teams finished ninth through 12th in the order listed. The league contracted back to eight teams in 1900, when three of those clubs—Louisville, Washington, and Baltimore—were eliminated, along with Cleveland, who had their infamous Spiders team go 20–134 in 1899.

	
25. The Cubs’ first Sunday game was played in 1893, a 13–12 loss to Cincinnati on May 14. They began playing on Sundays in an effort to attract some of the large number of weekend visitors to the Chicago World’s Fair. To some extent that worked, as eight of the nine largest Cubs crowds in 1893 were on Sundays. (The other was on Memorial Day, when the team played a doubleheader.)

	
26. The entire 132-game season in 1896 consisted of three road trips and two homestands. The first 10 games were on the road, 26the next 22 at home, then 22 on the road, 46 (!) at home from June 21–August 13, and the final 32 on the road, from August 14–September 20.

	
27. Professional baseball was prohibited by law in Pennsylvania on Sunday until 1934. So the teams would hop on a train after their Saturday game, head to Chicago, play there on Sunday, then sometimes go back to Pittsburgh for another game. Back then, series often “wrapped around” a weekend. Though Sunday baseball was legalized in Pennsylvania in 1934, there was still a curfew of 6 p.m. local time there for baseball, so several dozen games at Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, including three involving the Cubs, were suspended and completed later, until that law was repealed in 1960.
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