
[image: The Mother of the Bride Guide]


        
            
                Thank you for downloading this Simon & Schuster ebook.

                

                Get a FREE ebook when you join our mailing list. Plus, get updates on new releases, deals, recommended reads, and more from Simon & Schuster. Click below to sign up and see terms and conditions.

            

            
            	CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP

            

            
               Already a subscriber? Provide your email again so we can register this ebook and send you more of what you like to read. You will continue to receive exclusive offers in your inbox.

            

        
    
The Mother of the Bride Guide

A Modern Mom’s Guide to Wedding Planning

Katie Martin

[image: Adams Media logo]

Avon, Massachusetts


Copyright © 2016 Simon and Schuster

All rights reserved.

This book, or parts thereof, may not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher; exceptions are made for brief excerpts used in published reviews.

Published by

Adams Media, an imprint of Simon & Schuster, Inc.

57 Littlefield Street, Avon, MA 02322. U.S.A.

www.adamsmedia.com

Contains material adapted from The Everything® Mother of the Bride Book, 4th Edition by Katie Martin, copyright © 2015 Simon and Schuster, ISBN 10: 1-4405-8820-1, ISBN 13: 978-1-4405-8820-4.

ISBN 10: 1-4405-9829-0

ISBN 13: 978-1-4405-9829-6

eISBN 10: 1-4405-9830-4

eISBN 13: 978-1-4405-9830-2

Cover design by Frank Rivera.

Cover and interior images: © iStockphoto.com/Tatiana_Kost.


Contents


	
Title Page
   

	
Copyright Page
   

	
Introduction
   

	
Chapter 1: She’s Engaged!

	
Start Spreading the News!
   

	
Tweet, Text, or Post?
   

	
Communication Central
   

	
Whose Wedding Is It?
   

	
Time to Party
   

	
Getting Your Act Together




   

	
Chapter 2: Your New Son-in-Law

	
Your New Son-in-Law
   

	
Time to Make New Friends
   

	
Meeting the Other Mother (the Infamous MOG)
   

	
Planning with Patience
   

	
Blending Family Traditions




   

	
Chapter 3: Expenses and Budget

	
Traditional Expenses
   

	
Oh, How Times Have Changed!
   

	
Finding the Money (It Doesn’t Grow on Trees?)
   

	
Destination Decisions
   

	
Plan for Post-Wedding Expenses
   

	
Tips on Tipping




   

	
Chapter 4: Mother of the Bride Duties

	
What You Need to Do and When
   

	
Prepare, and Then Prepare Some More
   

	
Don’t Be a Momzilla
   

	
Don’t Forget Dad
   

	
The Down and Dirty Tasks
   

	
Recruiting Help
   

	
Thinking Outside the Box




   

	
Chapter 5: How to Plan a Wedding

	
Do Your Homework
   

	
Feeling Green?
   

	
Ceremony and Reception Basics
   

	
Photography and Videography
   

	
Entertainment
   

	
Flowers and Décor
   

	
Transportation
   

	
Accommodations
   

	
Don’t Forget the Little Things




   

	
Chapter 6: Managing Social Media

	
Keeping It Social
   

	
Blogs
   

	
Pinterest
   

	
Facebook
   

	
Instagram
   

	
Twitter
   

	
Tumblr
   

	
Google+
   

	
Wedding Apps for the Big Day
   

	
“Unplugged” Weddings




   

	
Chapter 7: Parties (and More Parties!)

	
The Perfect Party Planner
   

	
Be Gracious (Even When You Don’t Want to Be)
   

	
The Bridal Shower
   

	
The Bridesmaids’ Luncheon
   

	
Bachelorette Party
   

	
The Welcome Reception and Rehearsal
   

	
The Post-Wedding Reception
   

	
Brunch
   

	
The Host/Hostess Speech




   

	
Chapter 8: What to Wear

	
Simple Rules for Getting It Right
   

	
Your Perfect Dress
   

	
The Bride’s Dress
   

	
Be Aware When Buying




   

	
Chapter 9: Special Circumstances

	
Family Dynamics
   

	
The Ex-Family Reunion
   

	
Stepmother of the Bride
   

	
Take the High Road
   

	
VIP Guests
   

	
Second Weddings
   

	
Same-Sex Weddings




   

	
Chapter 10: Whom to Invite

	
Dividing Up the Head Count
   

	
Invite Basics
   

	
Second Weddings
   

	
Should You Make a B List?
   

	
Finding the Perfect Invitation




   

	
Chapter 11: Cost-Cutting Strategies

	
Saving Basics
   

	
A Rose by Any Other Name . . .
   

	
Saving on the Dresses
   

	
The Bar Tab
   

	
Saving on Invitations
   

	
Save by Going Green
   

	
Other Budget-Friendly Options




   

	
Chapter 12: The Big Day

	
Don’t Overschedule Yourself
   

	
Pre-Wedding Prep
   

	
Make a List and Check It Twice
   

	
Heading to the Ceremony
   

	
The In-Between
   

	
The Reception
   

	
Hostess with the Mostest
   

	
MOB Tips for the Big Day
   

	
I’d Like to Make a Toast . . .




   

	
Appendix A: Planning Timeline

	
What to Do and When




   

	
Appendix B: The Bridal Emergency Kit Checklist
   




Introduction

Your daughter has met “the one” and is engaged—now she needs your help to plan the big day. But what exactly does a mother of the bride do?

If you’re unsure of how to prepare for your important (and exciting) role as mother of the bride, don’t worry. The Mother of the Bride Guide will fill you in on all the MOB duties from the traditional to the modern, including how to:


	Use social media to share ideas with your daughter and be prepared for vendor meetings

	Communicate and work with the mother of the groom

	Help your daughter organize the vendors, schedules, and payments

	Plan pre- and post-wedding parties and events (and be a gracious host)

	Handle delicate family situations

	Help the bridesmaids shine at the shower

	Make your daughter’s wedding as special as it can be



And the list goes on! Yet as hectic as planning a wedding can be at times, it’s an opportunity like no other—to be involved in your daughter’s important day, and to reconnect with her on a tremendously personal level. It’s the stuff that moms dream of, and it’s about to happen for you. Take the time to really enjoy it. When the day winds down and your daughter goes off to start her new life, you will have all these priceless memories of this time you two spent together.

From juggling the guest list to watching your daughter try on dozens of dresses, the mother-of-the-bride role can be a busy one, but it will also be one of the most rewarding jobs of your life. Congratulations, Mom—let’s get planning!


Chapter 1

She’s Engaged!

Well, she did it. Your daughter looked high and low and actually found the perfect man for her, and he, in turn, gave her a ring to make it official. Your baby girl is engaged! Congratulations! Now what? Mothers of the bride usually play a big role in planning the wedding. Your daughter will most likely turn to you as her number one resource for helping her design the wedding of her dreams. Whether you’re an old hand at planning parties or you hate the very idea of getting organized and making call after call after call, chances are you’re going to end up doing at least some of the work, and the sooner you get started, the better. You’ll need to begin at the beginning by first helping your daughter spread her happy news.

Start Spreading the News!

Before your daughter and her fiancé start shouting from the rooftops, spreading their engagement news far and wide, who should be told privately first? (Or, actually, second—after you?) It’s important that the people closest to them hear about their upcoming wedding before the rest of the world does. This might mean that you have to sit on this information until both families have seen the ring with their own eyes.


MOB FYI

Express yourself when your daughter announces her big news to you, even if you’re stone-faced about almost everything in life. Be flattered that she came to you. This is an important gesture for your daughter.




Anyone with a vested interest in this wedding should not hear about it on social media. The couple should be the ones to announce the engagement to his parents. You are not permitted to jump the gun and call your daughter’s future in-laws before they even know that they’re about to become her in-laws.

Once the VIPs have been told about the engagement, the rest of the world is ready to hear about it. Make some phone calls to the relatives, or send out a slew of e-mails. You don’t need to send out formal announcements, but you may if you are moved to do so.

Making the Announcement

If they plan to submit a picture and formal announcement to the local paper, your daughter and her fiancé may want to make an appointment with a photographer to have a formal engagement portrait done. Depending on the length of the engagement, they may have some time on their hands before taking care of this, or they could find themselves rushing to a photographer immediately.


MOB FYI

The engagement announcement (with or without picture) should appear no earlier than six months prior to the wedding date—three to four months before the big day is ideal. Check your local newspaper (or paper of choice) for its particular deadline and recommendations, which are usually published on their website.




The announcement will include the couple’s information (schooling, occupations, where they’re living now, where they will live after the ceremony), along with their parents’ names. Most newspapers simply have forms for the bride and groom to fill out. If her fiancé’s family lives elsewhere, make sure they receive a copy of the engagement photo so that they can put an announcement in their own local newspaper.

Listing (All) the Parents

If both sets of biological parents happen to still be married, writing the announcement is a piece of cake. Simply include where each set of parents lives, and it’s done. If one or both sets of parents are divorced, the only effect it has on the announcement is that it will be longer—in order to include all of the parents’ names.

For example, if both sets of parents are divorced, and every parent has remarried, the section of the announcement pertaining to them would read:

The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Smith of York, Maine, and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dolittle of Bakersfield, California. The groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Allen Fox of Chicago, Illinois, and Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Brown of Boston, Massachusetts.



MOB FYI

In the case of naming a divorced single mother on either side of the wedding, use the name she prefers. She may still prefer to be called Mrs. So-and-So (her former husband’s first and last name), or she may simply go by her first and last name, without a “Mrs.” or “Ms.”




An example of an announcement where one or more parents have remained single would read:

The bride is the daughter of Ms. Valerie Turner of York, Maine, and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dolittle of Bakersfield, California. The groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Allen Fox of Chicago, Illinois, and Mr. Gregory Brown of Boston, Massachusetts.


Tweet, Text, or Post?

Since the onslaught of social media, brides (and their moms) have loved the idea of sharing every single detail of their wedding planning. However, privacy issues and problems have arisen in connection with social media. There is most certainly such a thing as “oversharing” and being a “serial Instagrammer.” Heed some warnings when it comes to sharing your daughter’s wedding plans and the wedding day.

One of the biggest mistakes that modern parents make is sharing something that the couple wanted to remain a secret for the wedding day. Have a plan with your daughter as to what you can and can’t share. Many couples want to keep everything a secret, and some couldn’t care less. You really have to communicate with them before you post something to any social media platform.

Social Media–Free Weddings

Many couples have made a conscious choice to keep everything about their wedding offline. Some of this is due to personal circumstances, and some people are just very private. Everything that is posted online, stays online . . . forever! For example, there might be legal, work, or privacy reasons because of a previous marriage and children being involved. Ex-spouses continue to be a reality for the modern-day couple, and some are worse than others. Keeping the wedding safe and private is not a bad thing. It just means it is not online. Try not to argue against this if your daughter wishes it; after all, weddings have always been private affairs!


MOB FYI

If your daughter is all about having a social media–free wedding, make sure her wishes are made abundantly clear to guests. You can have the couple post this on their password-protected wedding website. You can also display signage at the ceremony, along with a reminder printed in the program. Ask the officiant to make an announcement about it as well at the beginning of the ceremony.




Communication Central

No matter how many events you have pulled off in your life, there is nothing like planning a wedding with your daughter. If you read any part of this book, be sure to read this section. These next few paragraphs are key to keeping you and your daughter sane. As in any relationship, communication is the key!

If you and your daughter are planning the wedding together, you must decide how you will communicate with each other. Details and decisions will be crucial, and communicating these items will help avoid extra work. So with that in mind:


	If you don’t have an e-mail address, create one!

	If you don’t get on the Internet much, start now!

	If you don’t have a smartphone, get one!



Brides today are doing most of their planning and information gathering online and on their smartphones. You can talk on the phone, but be ready for a barrage of e-mails detailing photos and website addresses for the dress, shoes, flowers, linens, etc. to be the backbone of the conversations you are having on the phone. In addition to phone and e-mail discussions, you may want to consider online chats and web conferencing if you and your daughter live far apart from each other. Free online chat services are available and all you need is a computer with a built-in webcam or an external webcam that you plug into your computer.


MOB FYI

You will make your life much easier if you get a smartphone that allows you to talk face-to-face with a camera built into the phone. This way, when your daughter is at the florist downtown and you are picking up the bridesmaids’ dresses at the seamstress, she can simply show you what the flowers look like while talking it through with you at the same time.




Share in Secret

While it may be true that your daughter does not want just anyone to know all the details of her wedding day on social media, there is a way to share with close friends and family. You can make your Instagram account open to the public but password-protected, so that only certain people can see the Instagram photos. This way, you, the bride, and her bridesmaids can all like or make comments on fun details of the wedding throughout the whole process without letting the world know about it! You can also create a private Facebook page. The list goes on and on with all the social media applications (“apps”) that are available for sharing photos online. You can learn more about all the major forms of social media in Chapter 6.

Keep on the Subject

No matter how wonderful your relationship is with your daughter, try to keep wedding conversations about the wedding. It is easy to bring in emotional sidebars about uncomfortable situations, since weddings tend to bring out both the emotional best and worst in people. Miscommunication about what the bride wants and what you want can easily be avoided if you simply carve out a specific time to talk about the wedding on a weekly basis. Whatever is not discussed during these specific times can be fleshed out in e-mail! Don’t let the wedding get in the way of regular mother-daughter conversations.

Whose Wedding Is It?

It’s so exciting to think about planning the wedding of your—er, your daughter’s—dreams, isn’t it? Some moms are surprised to find themselves at complete odds with their girls when it comes to even the most basic planning steps. Are you thinking of a white-tie affair with 300 guests, while your daughter is talking about a wedding in the woods with only immediate family in attendance? You must show her the error of her ways, mustn’t you?

If the bride is planning to pay for most of this wedding herself, you really can’t expect her to change her plans in favor of your wildly different ideas. This is her wedding, after all, especially in the case of the bride and groom who are doing all the legwork and footing the bill. They’re in charge. Does this mean you can’t offer any helpful advice? As long as you can remain helpful (and do not become a bully), you can certainly help out when and where the bride requests it of you. Otherwise, silence is golden.

On the other hand, if you (and/or your husband or the bride’s dad—whatever the case may be) are paying for most of this wedding, you are entitled to some input. However, you should try to respect the bride’s general wishes.

Remember, It’s Her Day

This leads to a discussion on the wedding you wish you could have had—if only you and your family could have afforded it then. Now times are different, and darn it, this wedding is going to be everything you wanted, whether your daughter agrees or not. But hold on a minute. Hijacking her wedding to alleviate your own regrets is a bad idea; you had your turn to be the bride. Let your daughter have her turn now. If you do not concede to items that are important to your daughter, it will create tension and frustration for all.


MOB FYI

First things first: You and the bride need to touch base on major wedding decisions before anyone signs contracts with vendors. These include the size of the wedding, how formal an affair she’s picturing, and her preferred season. The answers to these questions give you a baseline to work from.




If she’s left the planning completely in your hands, you’re technically free to do whatever you want. Unless she specifically tells you otherwise, it would be in your best interest to double-check certain details with her. (Chicken or beef for dinner? Buffet stations or sit-down meal?) And once you have her opinions, don’t disregard them, even if you disagree with them. This is a leading cause of daughters and mothers not speaking to each other during the bride’s engagement period.

You Aren’t Made of Money?

You may find yourself talking to a bride who has absolutely no concept of the value of a dollar and/or no idea about how much things cost. She may be the one making a guest list that seemingly includes a small nation, and you may be the one who has to break the news about the budget to her. She may retort with “It’s my wedding! We have to do it my way!” Mom, you’ve got your work cut out for you.


MOB FYI

Yes, you want to give her the wedding of her dreams, but realistically, you can only do so much. It’s not wise for you to go into massive debt just so your daughter can have the most opulent party your hometown has ever seen.




If you find yourself in this less-than-enviable position, break it to her gently—but firmly. Perhaps you can still pull off the wedding she wants if the two of you can agree on how to cut corners in some areas. (She wants 300 people at the reception? Fine. They won’t be eating prime rib, and they may find themselves standing in a picnic grove instead of a hotel ballroom.)

Dealing with the bride who has dreams of grandeur is sometimes tough, but if the two of you can put your heads together and get creative, she may be able to have a wedding worthy of her dreams—and you’ll be able to sleep, knowing that you still have some money left over.

This All Seems Very Familiar . . .

If you’ve already planned a wedding or two for your other daughters, your first instinct may be to plan the exact same affair for this bride-to-be. After all, what’s good enough for her sisters is good enough for her. And besides, you can’t very well show any favoritism between the girls, so you have to keep their weddings even.

That thought process is admirable; however, “even” doesn’t always mean “identical.” Chances are, the same members of your family who were at the previous wedding will be at this one, too. You’re likely to hear mumbles along the lines of “Wow, they must really like this place” and “They must really like the fish here, because we had it at the other reception, too.” You’re spending an awful lot of money on this—is that really the reaction you want?

Even if your daughter is comfortable with the idea of duplicating her sister’s wedding, avoid the urge to do so. Your girls aren’t carbon copies of one another, and even if they’re very much alike and have always wanted very similar weddings, your currently engaged daughter will have some ideas of her own.


MOB FYI

Asking mothers of other recently married brides about their experiences is a great way to get ideas for your daughter’s wedding. Magazines, websites, and blogs are all great resources for getting advice and ideas.




Time to Party

Once you and your daughter have fleshed out some of the overall ideas for her wedding, the time will come to decide whether or not you will want to hold an engagement party. The options are endless, but try not to let the engagement party outshine the wedding with all the new excitement in the air!

The bride’s family has the option of throwing the first engagement party, according to traditional wedding etiquette. You are not in any way obligated to do so, and if you’re planning on contributing significantly to the wedding itself, you may feel as though the responsibility of hosting this party should really fall on someone else’s shoulders. Whatever position you find yourself in (hostess or guest), you’ll need to know what to do, what to wear, and what you’ll say when everyone raises their champagne flutes and looks to you.

Engagement Party Basics

You’ve decided to follow tradition and toast your daughter and soon-to-be son-in-law. When? Where? How? It’s best to plan the engagement party well in advance of other pre-wedding events so that it stands on its own for what it is—a happy celebration of the couple’s decision to spend their lives together. If the bride and groom are having a long engagement (a year or longer), an engagement party would be appropriate six to eight months before the actual ceremony.

Different hosts have different ideas for engagement parties. Can you go all out and book the fanciest hotel in the city for this event? Sure. But might you also go to the other extreme and clean off the grill for an outdoor patio engagement party? Yes, as long as the bride and groom don’t have a problem with an ultracasual affair. Keep in mind that the engagement party shouldn’t outshine the wedding. If your daughter is planning a simple ceremony, the engagement party should be scaled down to a similar level of informality.

Obviously, the location of the event and the time of day will play a large part in dictating the menu. Most engagement parties tend to swing toward cocktails and hors d’oeuvres, but you can certainly break that tradition if you have your heart set on a catered meal with all the accoutrements. (Chances are your guests won’t complain if you want to spoil them a bit.) And no matter how formal the party gets, the couple shouldn’t expect to open gifts at the end of the night—presents are not traditionally given at engagement parties.

The Guest List

The guest list for the engagement party causes some hostesses a lot of grief. It’s best to stick with the old, standard rule: Anyone who is invited to a pre-wedding party must also be invited to the wedding. It’s just in poor taste to invite a guest to celebrate an upcoming event and then exclude that guest from that very event.


MOB FYI

Don’t offend friends and/or relatives by inviting them to pre-wedding parties when they won’t be invited to the wedding. If the bride and groom are hosting their own engagement party, you probably can’t stop errant invitations. If you’re the hostess, though, the guest list is largely your responsibility.




Put yourself in the position of these guests: Would you want to attend a party to honor people who weren’t going to somehow squeeze you into the major festivities? You’d probably feel hurt when you learned that you weren’t important enough to the engaged couple to make the final cut.

Be Their Guest

If someone else (the groom’s family, the bride’s friends, or the bride and groom themselves) decides to host the engagement party, what are you expected to do? You’re expected to show up and to be good company. You’re expected to lend a hand if and when it’s needed, without crossing into controlling territory, which means you’ll attend the party with an on-call attitude. You won’t be involved in the planning, and you won’t be responsible for the execution of the party, but because you are the MOB, you really should keep an eye out for any trouble spots. Is the host having trouble greeting guests and hanging their coats? Grab some hangers and help out. Are some of the guests looking for napkins and having no luck? Pop into the kitchen and grab a stack.

It’s easy to fall into the trap of doing so much that the host actually gets offended—as though you’re trying to take over a party that you’re not sponsoring—so when in doubt, ask. Being helpful is a wonderful trait in an MOB, and few folks would refuse the assistance—but some will.

Getting Your Act Together

Eventually, the novelty of telling everyone that your daughter is engaged will wear off, and you’ll realize that you have an event to plan. If you’ve never put a wedding together before, you may be incredibly excited at the prospect of interviewing caterers and photographers, and, hopefully, your experience will be trouble-free. Unfortunately, that’s not always the case. The two most important things that you can do are:


	Get organized

	Ask questions



Don’t try to do everything yourself. If your daughter isn’t available to help out, enlist the help of your sister, a friend, or your husband. Planning a wedding is a big job, and the more hands to help lighten your load, the better.


MOB FYI

When you enlist the help of others, you must always keep in mind what your daughter wants! Don’t let people interject too many of their own opinions, and especially do not let your own taste and style get in the way of what the couple wants.




Making a timeline will be the best thing you can do for yourself when organizing and planning for your daughter’s wedding. Once the engaged couple has set the date, you can lay out a time frame that works best for you and your daughter to plan.

The Notebook

Your daughter, if she is the organized type, will start putting together a notebook of sorts, either electronically or in an actual notebook, to collect and organize her wedding details. If not, you should take charge and have a notebook. There has to be a centralized place where contracts, photos, and ideas are kept.

In a nutshell, keep all of your information together—in a file, a notebook, a drawer—where it’s easily accessible. Don’t leave brochures scattered all over your home, or you’ll only add to your stress.


MOB FYI

During the planning process you will have multiple guest lists. Invest in a spreadsheet program to help keep track of who is invited to which events (or make this part of your notebook). Remember, you will have various parties to attend and host. Be sure that you take note of the guest list for every party that you do not host. This will be important when it comes to the actual wedding guest list. Your daughter and her fiancé will need to help communicate these lists to you.




Wedding Professionals

Getting organized before meeting with a wedding professional is essential. Whether you are going to these meetings together or separately, get organized for each vendor. Have a list of questions for each type of wedding professional. Don’t leave a meeting with a vendor until you’re clear on every issue you wanted to address. These people get paid (at least in part) to answer potential customers’ queries, and they want your business.

Keeping everything organized will not only help you reduce the stress that most weddings induce but will also help you enjoy the process. Asking questions will alleviate awkward conversations with the bride, groom, family, and friends. It will also reduce buyer’s remorse and help foster great relationships with all of your wedding professionals.


Chapter 2

Your New Son-in-Law

Your daughter is about to embark on a new life with your soon-to-be son-in-law. If you don’t already know him well, now is the time. After all, he is soon to be a big part of your family, and if your daughter loves him then he must have some special qualities. In addition to that is the fact that your new son-in-law comes with a family of his own that you will need to get to know and deal with (at least in terms of the wedding). Taking the time to get to know the groom and his family can make all the difference in the world—not only for the wedding-planning process, but also for the years that come after.

Your New Son-in-Law

Because many young women are waiting until they’re out of college and established in their careers—sometimes across the country from where you live—to settle down with the perfect guy, your daughter may come home already engaged to a man you’ve never laid eyes on (at least not in person). Of course, you trust her judgment, so you’re willing to go on the assumption that he’s a great guy. But how can you establish your own relationship with him? After all, the two of you are going to be in each other’s lives forever, starting now, so you want to make sure that you get off to a good start.

Tell Me about Yourself . . .

Now that you have met him, it’s time to get to know him. Right away you will probably want to know everything about him, if your daughter has not already filled you in on the details. Take some time to sit down with him for a chat and learn the essentials, including:


	What he does for a living

	His interests and hobbies

	His plans for the future (say, if he’s in grad school, or if he’s talking about a move out West)

	Whether he has a former wife and/or children (because they will hugely affect your daughter’s life)



The first time you meet your daughter’s future husband, you want to find acceptance while keeping your daughter’s best interests at heart. Now is not the time to bring up major issues or provoke confrontation. If you have concerns about their financial and emotional future, tread lightly and start by talking to your daughter first.


MOB FYI

Go into your first conversation with this guy with an open mind, and promise yourself not to make any snap judgments. There is plenty of time for a full evaluation of him—just not during your initial meeting.



Easy Does It, Mom

So, his job, his kids, his interests, and his plans for the future are fair topics for conversation. What are the things you should not ask him about during your first chat?


	
His parents’ occupations. It may well come up on its own, but your asking could be seen as offensive, especially if your families come from different financial backgrounds.

	
His divorce and/or previous relationships. While you are certainly entitled to know if he’s been married before, you are not entitled to every detail of the breakup. Don’t ask. You will know, eventually.

	
Exactly how much he earns. It’s enough to know that he is gainfully employed and/or extremely ambitious.

	
His debt. Asking him about his FICO score and/or inquiring about the balances on his major credit cards is out of line.




MOB FYI

Remember: There’s a significant difference between being a mother and being a future mother-in-law. Too much nosiness at this point in your relationship could keep this guy from ever warming up to you.



And then there are topics that may be very important to you but are generally divisive if you don’t happen to hold the same beliefs. Don’t broach the subject of politics or religion in your first meeting if you can help it. Give yourself a chance to like him for who he is first. Chances are if you’re a card-carrying member of the GOP and he answers your question about his personal politics with “I’m a Democrat, ma’am,” it’s going to take a while to get over it if you’ve only just met the man. Conversely, if you get to know him before he unveils the liberal side of himself, it will be easier for you because you know he’s a good person, political differences aside.
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