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Weird Weather


Prince Lucas tied his horse, Ivan, to the hitching post in front of Wrenly’s town bakery, The Daily Bread. The bakery was owned by his best friend Clara’s family. Lucas jumped out of the way as Ivan shook the rain off his mane. It had been raining for days, and there was no sign of it stopping.

“Be right back,” Lucas reassured his horse.

Lucas then walked up the stone steps and into the bakery. The bell on the door jingled behind him. He let down his hood and breathed in deeply. Mmm, fresh-baked corn bread, he thought. My favorite.

Clara’s father, Owen Gills, slid a wooden paddle underneath a cast-iron pan and pulled it from the oven. He set the pan of golden-brown corn bread on the counter and rested the paddle against the wall.
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“Good morning, Lucas!” he said. “What brings you to the bakery so early?”

Lucas rubbed his stomach. “Well, I always come for your baked goods!” he said. “But I also came for Clara. We have some official business to attend to—a request from my father, King Caleb.”
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Mr. Gills served a piece of corn bread to the prince.

“Clara will be pleased to hear it,” said Mr. Gills. “I expect her back any moment. She’s finishing her chores.” No sooner had Mr. Gills said this than the back door unlatched and swung open.

“Here I am!” sang Clara. “And you’re right, Father, my chores are all done!” She turned to Lucas with a big smile. “So what’s the big news?”
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Lucas swallowed a mouthful of food. “All is not well in Bogburp,” he said. “And there’s urgent royal business we need to attend to!”
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Clara’s face lit up. She loved royal business. It meant one thing—adventure! She grabbed a square of corn bread and took a big bite.
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“What’s the problem?” she asked, leaning in.

Lucas quickly wiped the crumbs from his mouth. Then he took a deep breath. “As you know, it’s been storming all across the kingdom for days,” he said. “The strange weather patterns seem to be coming from Bogburp, and Grom suspects Tilda the witch is up to something.”

Clara’s eyes grew wide. “I had a feeling there was something weird going on!”

[image: Image]

Lucas lifted his hood and covered his head. “Me too!” he agreed. “Grom asked the king if we could investigate.”


[image: Image]


Clara eagerly turned to her father, who had been listening.

“You have my permission,” Mr. Gills said with a nod. “But you two be careful. Anything that involves witchcraft is dangerous.”

Clara grabbed her cloak and then gave her father a big hug. “Don’t worry. We promise to be safe.”

“Yes, that’s a double promise!” Lucas added. Then the two best friends hurried out the door.
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Lucas unhitched Ivan and gave Clara a ride to the royal stables to pick up her own horse, Scallop. Dark clouds raced overhead, and thunder rumbled in the distance.

Clara held tightly to Lucas, eyes straight ahead. It didn’t matter what was waiting for them in Bogburp. Whatever it was, an epic adventure was about to begin.
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