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				Introduction

				In times of happiness, sadness, and every moment in between, there is nothing more constant than the love of your dog.

				In Dog Stories You’ll Love, you’ll meet devoted dogs with the uncanny ability to bring a smile to their owner’s face — no matter what life is throwing their way.

	
				The Ultimate Designer Dog

				By Linda Douglas

				“You know, if we don’t take her, she’ll have to go back to the shelter. And who knows what will happen to her.” It’s a mother’s prerogative to use guilt at will, and I was laying it on as thick as country gravy over biscuits. I felt sad and helpless as I waited for a response from my family. I knew we would take my mother’s dog even though we didn’t want to; it was an obligation I had to impose.

				It wasn’t that Sallie wasn’t a nice dog; she just wasn’t the type of dog we would have chosen. After my dad died, my mom had put all her love into Reggie, the dog my parents had together. “He’s the only reason I have to get up every morning,” she always said. When Reggie died, Mom was devastated. I knew she wouldn’t last long without a dog, but I hoped she’d wait until I could get into town to help her find another companion. I imagined a small, cuddly dog Mom could snuggle with in her favorite chair. Then when the house got too big for her, she could take her laptop companion with her to a retirement home, where they could grow old together.

				No such luck. Three days after Reggie died, Mom left me a phone message. “Hi, sweetie. I stopped by the animal shelter today just to look, and guess what? I got a new dog. Her name is Sallie, and she’s a one-year-old border collie and greyhound mix. She’d been abused and looked so sad, I just had to take her home.
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