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Fishing Georgia







Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date


Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—trails are rerouted, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, etc.


We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:


The Globe Pequot Press


Reader Response/Editorial Department


P.O. Box 480


Guilford, CT 06437



Or you may e-mail us at:


editorial@GlobePequot.com



Thanks for your input, and happy trails!







Fishing Georgia


An Angler’s Guide to More Than 100 Fresh- and Saltwater Fishing Spots

Second Edition


KEVIN DALLMIER


[image: frn_fig_002.png]
THE LYONS PRESS
GUILFORD, CONNECTICUT
AN IMPRINT OF THE GLOBE PEQUOT PRESS






To buy books in quantity for corporate use
or incentives, call (800) 962-0973
or e-mail premiums@GlobePequot.com.



Copyright © 2000, 2007 Morris Book Publishing, LLC


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, except as may be expressly permitted in writing from the publisher. Requests for permission should be made in writing to The Lyons Press, P.O. Box 480, Guilford, Connecticut 06437.


The Lyons Press is an imprint of Morris Book Publishing, LLC.


10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1


Manufactured in the United States of America


Text design by Casey Shain


Overview map created by Melissa Baker © Morris Book Publishing, LLC


Photos by Kevin Dallmier


Illustrations by Chris Armstrong


ISBN 978-1-59921-140-4


Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available.


The author and The Globe Pequot Press assume no liability for accidents happening to, or injuries sustained by, readers who engage in the activities described in this book.









For Lisa, who patiently tends the home fires while I am off indulging my passion, and Kali, who I hope someday will continue in her father’s footsteps and be fascinated by Mother Nature and all her creations, big and small. 








Preface

The contents of this book are the cumulative result of many lifetimes of angling. Not only does this book contain the author’s personal knowledge, but also a wealth of information passed on from one angler to another with the sole purpose of helping someone else catch fish. Far from being the notorious liars they are made out to be, most anglers delight in sharing their knowledge in the hopes that by doing so, they might vicariously live someone else’s angling experiences in addition to their own.


The information provided here is designed to help readers increase their angling knowledge and improve their angling success. In addition, the author hopes that those who learn from this book will pass the knowledge on to others. Many times, the thrill and sense of satisfaction of seeing a friend or family member catch fish is almost as good as catching them yourself.


The first great thing about angling is it can be very humbling. Just when you begin to swell with pride thinking you have it all figured out, the fish will show you why the sport is called “fishing” and not “catching.” The second great thing about angling is that there is virtually no other pastime where even if you fail at the implicit purpose of the activity, which is catching fish, it is still so utterly fun and relaxing.


Anglers who think they know it all are fooling themselves and probably are often made a fool of by the fish. There is always room for more information about other fish species, different fishing techniques, and new locations to try. Georgia’s aquatic resources are so extensive and varied that nobody can possibly learn everything there is to know about fishing in Georgia. Therefore, this book really contains just a sample of what Georgia has to offer the angler. However, a person who dedicates a lifetime to trying to learn everything about fishing Georgia will find that it was indeed a lifetime well spent.








Introduction


Georgia—From the Mountains to the Coast, Something for Every Angler

Encompassing about 59,441 square miles of forests, broad coastal plains, and the southern terminus of the Blue Ridge Mountains, Georgia is the largest state east of the Mississippi River. The state has been blessed with abundant and diverse aquatic resources including more than 4,000 miles of trout streams, 12,000 miles of warm-water streams, 500,000 acres of impoundments, and 100 miles of Atlantic Ocean coastline.


Georgia waters are home to many popular sport fish, and the largemouth bass is at the top of the list. Although the largemouth may reign as king of Georgia sport fish, the crown is not undisputed. Striped bass, rainbow trout, bluegill, and channel catfish, to name a few, are all species that have a dedicated cadre of anglers who faithfully pursue them in hopes of catching a trophy specimen.


Georgia has a well-deserved reputation for excellent fishing. After all, the world-record largemouth bass was caught here from Montgomery Lake, a small backwater slough off the Ocmulgee River, more than 70 years ago, and it appears that the record will stand for many more years. Anglers love to fish Georgia for many reasons, including the natural beauty of the state and the temperate climate, but mostly for the unrivaled fishing of the Peach State.


Although often overlooked because of the vast opportunities for freshwater fishing, Georgia’s coast offers fine saltwater angling. Spotted seatrout, king mackerel, flounder, sheepshead, red drum, and many other species are available in Georgia’s Atlantic waters. Georgia’s coast is relatively undeveloped and must look nearly the same today as it did in 1733 when General James Oglethorpe colonized the state as a settlement for poor and religiously persecuted Englishmen.


Georgia’s aquatic resources are rich in abundance, diversity, and history. From mountain trout streams to blackwater coastal rivers, from huge hydropower reservoirs to small backwater sloughs, from intensively managed state Public Fishing Areas to pristine wilderness streams, Georgia offers something for every angler.





Georgia Weather

Essential to successfully dealing with Georgia’s weather is being prepared for a range of possibilities. Weather plays a significant role in the success or failure of a fishing trip, for it affects both fish behavior and the angler’s degree of comfort.


Elevations range from sea level to 4,784 feet, and Georgia spans approximately 4.5 degrees of latitude, so the state’s weather can be wildly different depending on your location. It is not uncommon for the coast and south Georgia to experience a balmy winter day while snow falls in the north Georgia mountains.


Georgia is the meeting ground for tropical weather systems originating in the Gulf of Mexico and cooler weather systems originating in the Great Plains and Midwest. When warm meets cool, precipitation usually results. On average, Georgia receives more than 50 inches of rainfall annually, with the mountains averaging more than 75 inches. Violent weather often appears with little warning. If storms are approaching, get off the water and take shelter. If you are trapped in an open area, lay as flat as possible to avoid becoming the highest point and increasing the likelihood of a deadly lightning strike. In wooded areas, take shelter on low ground and avoid dead limbs and trees that could fall and cause injury or death.


Especially in the heat of summer, approaching fronts often cause fish to go on a feeding spree. Under these conditions, the fishing may be so good that leaving is hard, but use good common sense and get off the water before conditions become dangerous.


Spring cold fronts are the bane of all anglers. Although fish are usually active immediately before the front’s passage, the high pressure, cooler temperatures, and cloudless skies that follow often cause fish to be inactive and hold tightly to cover. To be successful under these conditions, persistence and presentation are the keys. You must make sure your bait is getting right in front of the fish’s nose and stays there long enough to coax the fish into striking. Cold-front fish are not going to chase bait; it has to be in their face and easy to catch. Before the actual passage of the front, there is often a strong north or west wind. Anglers can use the wind to their advantage. A strong wind that has been consistently blowing from the same direction will push the baitfish onto windward shores and points. Where the bait-fish go, predators are soon to follow. Although fishing in the wind can make casting, presentation, and boat control more difficult, the rewards can be tremendous. On any lake, especially Georgia’s large reservoirs, high winds can cause dangerous waves. Make sure your craft and seamanship are up to the task of handling rough waters.


Spring weather requires dressing in layers. A trip that begins with a frosty morning boat ride can turn out to be unseasonably warm by the end of the day. By dressing in light layers topped off with a windbreaker, anglers can quickly adjust their clothing to match the conditions.


Georgia’s summer heat and humidity are oppressive and can quickly lead to heat exhaustion or heat stroke. To guard against harmful ultraviolet rays and prevent sunburn, anglers should keep themselves covered in lightweight clothing or sunblock. Many anglers have discovered that fishing at night offers relief from the daytime heat and crowds and is also better fishing. In the summer, fish are active all night and will strike with gusto.


When the water starts to cool in the fall, fish begin to feed aggressively to build up their energy reserves to help them make it through the coming winter. Though often overlooked by anglers, autumn is perhaps the best time of year to fish. Moderate temperatures, stable weather, steady water levels, and the desire to fatten up for winter all cause fish to move shallow from their deep summer haunts and feed aggressively.


Although Georgia winters can bring snow and subfreezing temperatures, they are usually short-lived. A hardy angler can fish year-round in Georgia. Especially for crappie, the cold weather can mean the best fishing of the year. Cold-weather fish are lethargic but concentrated. Most fish will be found at the first good deep-water holding area out from their normal shallow haunts. Channel ledges often provide this type of winter structure. Once fish are located, a slow, careful presentation is best. Since the cold temperatures slow the fish’s metabolism, they do not need to feed as often, but they do still feed. A careful presentation right in front of a fish’s nose will result in strikes. During winter, anglers should downsize their baits and use light line. Because of the generally clear water, wintertime fish require a subtle presentation of a small bait.





Clothing

Nothing will take the fun out of a fishing trip faster than being miserably hot or freezing cold, no matter how well the fish are biting. The best way to dress for a fishing trip in any season is to wear light layers of clothing that can easily be taken off or put on as needed.


During cool weather, the first layer should be a set of quality thermal underwear that will provide warmth and wick perspiration away from the body. On top of the thermal underwear should go as many layers of clothing as the day’s worst-case scenario might require. Since most body heat is lost through the head, a knit cap that provides complete coverage is critical. Although gloves make handling your tackle difficult, sometimes conditions demand their use. I prefer to wear knit wool “fishing gloves” that have open fingers down to the first knuckle. These gloves allow you to tie knots and perform other detailed work without completely removing the gloves. In addition, the wool retains its insulating properties even when wet.


Often the most important piece of clothing to have along on a winter fishing trip is a quality rain suit. Obviously, a rain suit will help keep you dry if it rains, but more commonly it can offer protection from the wind. A stiff north wind blowing over water will set your teeth chattering like nothing else can.


Hypothermia, brought on by the core body temperature reaching dangerously low levels, can be a real threat to the unprepared angler, especially if a sudden rainstorm or unexpected plunge into the water soaks you to the bone. Always carry a spare set of dry clothing, especially if fishing from a boat. To be of any value, though, the clothing must be easily available in an emergency. All the dry clothing in the world will not help you if it’s stored in the vehicle back at the launch ramp or trailhead.


Although summer conditions do not have as much life-threatening potential as winter conditions, some thought should still be given on what to wear on any given day. Lightweight cotton long-sleeved shirts and long pants protect the body from the sun’s damaging rays while allowing perspiration to rapidly evaporate, providing a cooling effect. If shorts and short-sleeved shirts are preferred, be sure to use plenty of sunblock on any exposed skin to protect against damaging ultraviolet rays. A wide-brimmed, light-colored cotton hat is much more effective than a baseball-style cap at keeping the sun off the neck and face. Finally, the trusty rain suit should still accompany you on summer trips. Although the first few drops of rain may feel refreshing on a hot day, after a few minutes of steady downpour, the protection offered by the rain suit will be greatly appreciated.


Rounding out the clothing worn by the well-equipped angler is a quality pair of polarized sunglasses. Polarized sunglasses cut the glare reflected off the water, thus reducing headaches and fatigue and enabling the angler to better see fish, stumps, rock piles, and other objects under the surface. Nonpolarized sunglasses darken without reducing glare. Also, invest in a good pair of sunglasses from a reputable manufacturer. Cheap sunglasses have poor-quality lenses and can cause headaches during extended wear. If you wear glasses, invest in a pair of prescription polarized sunglasses and you will find that they become your most indispensable piece of angling equipment.





Protection from the Sun

Research has shown that long-term exposure to the sun’s ultraviolet rays poses a serious health risk. Anglers are especially prone to overexposure since they receive not only direct rays but also those reflected off the water. Any skin not covered by clothing and exposed to the sun should receive applications of sunblock periodically throughout the day. Consider SPF 15 sunblock at a minimum. Do not forget the lips; apply lip balm with at least a 30 SPF rating.





Water Safety

Boating in Georgia is very safe, but unfortunately accidents do happen. Accidents are usually caused by lack of common sense and poor judgment. Georgia law dictates that all vessels be equipped with a wearable personal flotation device (PFD) for each person on board. In addition, one Type IV throwable flotation device must be on board every boat. All flotation devices must be readily accessible, in good and serviceable condition, legibly marked with the U.S. Coast Guard—approved number, and of appropriate size for the occupants.


Many boating fatalities could have been prevented if the victims were wearing PFDs. Although the law does not require adults to wear PFDs, Georgia law does require that children under age 10 must wear an appropriate-size PFD when the vessel is under way, unless the child is within a fully enclosed, roofed cabin. Regardless of age, PFDs are just a good idea, and the life saved may be your own.


So that all can safely enjoy our waterways, boaters should always follow the U.S. Coast Guard’s watercraft “rules of the road.” As more people discover the pleasures of boating, Georgia waterways are becoming more crowded. It is imperative that all boaters know the rules for safe operation of their craft and follow them religiously.


The most important decision a boater can make is not to operate a boat under the influence of alcohol. Booze and boating do not mix! Even one drink coupled with the fatiguing effects of sun, glare, and constant motion on the water can lead to poor decision-making abilities and slow reactions. Safely operating a boat requires all the concentration a person can muster and fast reaction times, especially in rough or crowded conditions. Please do not endanger lives by drinking and boating.


Another threat to anglers is fast or rising water. Areas below dams are subject to very sudden increases in current and water level. Always heed any warning signs and audible alerts of rising waters. Do not fish in an area that would make a retreat to higher ground slow and difficult.


When wading swift, slippery streams, felt-bottomed wading boots and a wading staff will provide good traction and extra stability. Wear a wading belt to prevent your waders from filling with water during a spill. Wearing a PFD is never a bad idea, even while wading, and is required by law on some Georgia rivers and streams.





Georgia Wildlife

Georgia wildlife poses little threat to humans. Using common sense, an individual can spend a lifetime outdoors in Georgia and never have a problem.


Six species of poisonous snakes are present in Georgia. The eastern coral snake, cottonmouth (water moccasin), copperhead, eastern diamondback rattlesnake, timber rattlesnake (commonly called the canebrake rattlesnake in parts of Georgia), and the pygmy rattlesnake are all found in certain areas of Georgia and some are distributed statewide. Every Georgia county is home to at least one poisonous snake species. Snakes are much more scared of you than you are of them, and as long as they are not startled and an escape route is available, they will likely slither out of your way. The cottonmouth, however, is very defensive and will more quickly take offense to sharing the outdoors with you than do many other snakes. Cottonmouths are found only in certain parts of the state, and every snake in or near the water is not necessarily a water moccasin. Various species of nonpoisonous water snakes (Nerodia sp.) are very common across the state, but pose no serious threat to anglers. Like the cottonmouth, though, water snakes are defensive about their territory and will strike at anyone annoying or harassing them.


The best way to avoid being bitten by a snake is not to put your hands or feet anywhere you cannot see, especially around rocks, piles of old timber, etc. If you do have the misfortune of being bitten by a snake, it is best to forget the old “cut and suck” method, tourniquets, and any folklore you may have heard about treating a snakebite. The best treatment for a snakebite in most cases is right in your pocket—a set of car keys. If bitten, seek medical attention as quickly as possible, but do not panic. Unless you are on foot in a very remote location, there should be plenty of time to receive medical attention before any truly debilitating symptoms begin to occur. Keep in mind a fair percentage of snakebites are “dry” and do not result in venom actually being injected; however, to be on the safe side, always seek medical attention.


Other than poisonous snakes, the only other Georgia wildlife that could cause a serious threat would be big-game species like black bear and white-tailed deer. As with snakes, bears and deer will likely be long gone before you even realize they were nearby. If you treat these animals with respect for the wildness they represent, there should be no problem. Most attacks are a result of people feeding wild animals and assuming they have become docile pets, when in fact they are still wild creatures that will do whatever necessary to defend themselves when threatened. To prevent bears from raiding a camp, all food should be kept in airtight containers and in a separate location from the campsite.


Encountering a rabid animal in the wild is unlikely, but it is a possibility. Small mammals such as raccoons, skunks, and bats are most likely to carry rabies, but any animal, domestic or wild, is a risk. Common sense is the rule. If you see an animal that is acting unnaturally or is not afraid of you, keep a wide distance. Do not handle or closely approach animals that seem sick or injured.


By using common sense, there is nothing to fear from Georgia’s wildlife. In fact, if you quietly observe from a safe distance, you will find all of Georgia’s wildlife to be benign creatures who simply want to go about their daily business of survival, and observing them will add much to your enjoyment of Georgia’s outdoors.





Insect Pests

Because of Georgia’s temperate climate, there are only a few months during which the angler may be totally free of the scourge of some pesky, irritating insect. The cooler months do offer some relief, but on all but the coldest days, there are always a few insects around to irritate you.


A whole variety of flying, biting pests are waiting to draw the blood of an unprepared angler. Mosquitoes, deerflies, blackflies, and sand gnats are some of the worst offenders. All these insects will inflict a bite that is painful, itchy, or both. Wearing long pants, a long-sleeved shirt, and a cap coupled with an application of an insect repellent containing diethyl toluamide (DEET) will go a long way toward keeping most flying insects at bay.


The members of the mite family commonly known as “chiggers” or “red bugs” will make the careless angler wish he or she had never ventured away from the pavement. Chiggers are almost invisible to the naked eye and are found in low-lying grassy areas around the edges of ponds, streams, and other damp places. Chiggers burrow into the skin and produce excretions that cause a large welt to form, which will itch intensely for days. At the time of exposure, you will not even know you are being bitten. Twelve hours later, though, the urge to scratch the welts until they bleed is almost irresistible.


The problem with chiggers is that on a one-on-one basis, the itch would be bearable. Unfortunately, chiggers love company, and if you escape an exposure to chiggers with less than a dozen bites, consider yourself lucky. Chiggers prefer to burrow into the skin in areas where there is a constriction like a sock cuff, the waist-band, and other more private areas.


An aerosol repellent containing DEET applied around the socks, pant cuffs, and shirt cuffs will help keep chiggers away. The best prevention is trying to avoid walking through damp grassy areas if possible. Sometimes taking a few extra steps on higher ground en route to your destination is well worth it for preventing the maddening itch of chiggers.


Many tick species are found in Georgia, including those that are carriers of Lyme disease. Several steps can be taken to reduce the chances of a tick bite. As with chiggers, the best prevention is to avoid the areas ticks favor. Ticks hitch a ride on a host and then burrow their mouthparts into the skin for a meal of the host’s blood. Staying on well-cleared trails and in open areas will reduce exposure. DEET has been proven somewhat effective at deterring ticks, but repellent containing permanone is much more effective and should be considered in heavily tick-infested areas. Permanone should only be applied to clothing, not bare skin. It is up to you to weigh the risks of prevention versus the risks of attack, and make your own decision about what steps are reasonable for each situation.


Wearing light-colored clothing with the pants tucked into the socks will make spotting ticks before they get a chance to attach much easier. Anytime you have been outdoors in Georgia, especially in the summer, always thoroughly check yourself for ticks periodically during the day and when returning home. The longer a tick is attached, the greater the chance for transmission of disease.


Other insects you are likely to encounter are bees, wasps, yellow jackets, and hornets. Of these, hornets are the most aggressive and deliver the most painful sting. Anglers should be especially wary of them. Hornets build a large gray cone-shaped “paper” nest in trees or shrubs, often around or overhanging water. Especially when wading streams with overgrown banks, keep a careful eye out for hornet nests and give them a wide berth lest you disturb them and feel their wrath. Boat anglers should also be wary when casting toward overgrown banks. Approaching the bank to retrieve an errant plug that overshot its mark may bring a lot more than you expected if a hornets’ nest is nearby. Any individual who is allergic to stings from bees, wasps, etc., should always carry the appropriate medication with them when venturing outdoors. It may save your life.


Not only does fishing from a boat or wading allow better presentations to the fish, being in or on the water puts you out of range of all the creepy-crawly insect pests. Even many winged pests prefer to stay in the shady areas near the shore instead of out over open water.


To the unprepared, insects can turn a good fishing trip into a miserable one. A few preventive measures can keep insect pests at a tolerable level.





Take a Kid Fishing

A love and appreciation of the outdoors is one of the best gifts an adult can give a child. It is a gift that will last them a lifetime. When taking a boy or girl fishing, remember that the prime goal is to have fun, whether or not that actually involves catching any fish. Fishing for bream, bullheads, or some other abundant fish species is a great way to start a child off on the right foot. Kids want action and they want it now. Save the bass and trout fishing for when the child has mastered the basic skills of fishing and has learned patience and persistence.


When taking a child fishing, always remember comfort is very important. Take appropriate clothing, sunblock, and plenty of food and drinks, and let the child do as he or she will. Do not be surprised if after 10 unproductive minutes the child is ready to move on to chasing dragonflies along the shoreline. When a fish is eventually caught, the child’s full attention will be gained again, and he or she will likely be ready for another go at catching a fish all by himself or herself. If you take a kid fishing, the purpose of the trip should be for the child to catch fish, not the adult. Many adults become so distracted by catching fish themselves that the child’s needs go virtually unnoticed. However, once you have your first good experience with kids’ fishing, you may find you get more enjoyment from watching a child catch a fish than if you had caught it yourself.
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Teaching children to fish is a gift that will provide them with a lifetime of pleasure.




Kids’ fishing should be kept simple at first. Little fingers are not suited for tasks like tying complicated knots, thumbing a bait-casting reel, or executing a perfect roll cast with a fly rod. A simple spin-casting or spinning outfit, a bobber, a few hooks, some pinch-on weights, and bait are all a child needs to have a wonderful fishing trip. However, do not buy a budding angler low-quality gear. Poorly designed and constructed fishing gear is difficult to use and may frustrate the child to the point that he or she becomes turned off by the sport. On the other hand, a child does not need the latest, greatest gear with all the bells and whistles. Instead, he or she needs solid, functional equipment that will serve him or her well during many youthful forays into the great outdoors.





Respect Your Catch

There is absolutely nothing wrong with harvesting your catch within the limits set by laws and regulations. However, many anglers derive great satisfaction from rewarding a fish’s valiant struggle by granting the fish its life and returning it to the water to fight again another day.


Whether or not to harvest your catch is a personal decision. There are several factors to keep in mind as you make your decisions on a case-by-case basis. In some instances, harvest is an effective tool used by fisheries managers to improve the fish population. Other times, especially on heavily fished water or in very infertile streams and lakes, if every angler harvested every fish caught regardless of size, the fishing would likely decline. Another factor to keep in mind is that fish mortality is often compensatory. It is a fact of nature that a certain percentage of a population is going to die every year, whatever the reason. Often, the percentage of the population harvested by anglers never exceeds the percentage that dies naturally of old age or disease. With compensatory mortality, until angler harvest exceeds natural mortality, the effect of harvest on the population is minimal. Angler harvest simply makes use of fish that would otherwise die a natural death and go to waste.


If you decide to harvest some fish, respect your catch. An individual who harvests fish simply to show them off to friends and neighbors and then throws the fish away is considered unethical by most anglers. If you harvest fish, know what you are going to do with them before leaving the water. A stringer of fish hauled around all evening looking for someone willing to take them is not going to be of much value as table fare. For best eating, fish should be immediately placed on ice and cleaned and dressed as quickly as possible. If a fish dinner is planned in the next few days, the fish can be kept in water in the refrigerator; otherwise, completely submerge the fish in water and immediately place in the freezer. Fish frozen in water will taste best if thawed and prepared within six months.


If you do decide to practice catch-and-release, handle the fish carefully to increase its chances of survival. Do not touch the fish with dry hands; doing so will disturb the fish’s protective slime coat that helps prevent infection from parasites and diseases. Slip the fish gently back into the water; do not toss it 10 feet in the air and halfway across the pond. If the fish has swallowed the hook, simply cut the line. Trying to disgorge a swallowed hook will cause more damage than simply cutting the line and letting stomach acids dissolve the hook away. Avoid touching the fish’s gills. The gills are very delicate tissue and easily damaged. A fish bleeding from the gills has a very slim chance of survival and should be harvested if legal to do so.


Be an ethical angler and respect your catch. Even in the face of humankind’s negligence, Mother Nature does a wonderful job, so respect what she has given us to enjoy.





Georgia Fishing Regulations

Georgia fishing regulations have been kept as simple as possible while still meeting the fisheries management goals of the Georgia Wildlife Resources Division. The standard fishing regulations apply to all public waters across the state with just a few site-specific exceptions, including the eight state-managed Public Fishing Areas, which have a different set of standard regulations. Anglers unfamiliar with fishing Georgia need to study the annual Georgia Sport Fishing Regulations pamphlet to learn what the regulations are, and whether the body of water they wish to fish is an exception to the standard regulations.


Trout anglers in particular need to study the regulations carefully. Some trout streams are open to fishing year-round, while others are seasonal streams only open during the designated trout season. Compounding this, often a stream will be designated trout water for only a part of its length. Many Georgia trout streams are marginal trout habitat, and at lower elevations are classified as warm-water streams falling under the standard fishing regulations. Georgia trout streams with special restrictions such as “artificial lures only” are very few, and the regulations are typically posted at access points in addition to being clearly stated in the regulation pamphlet.


The law requires all Georgia resident anglers 16 to 64 years of age purchase a Georgia fishing license to fish in either saltwater or freshwater. Senior (65+) Lifetime and Honorary (those with qualifying disabilities) Licenses are available at no charge simply by applying and showing proof of one’s age or disability. All resident anglers age 16 to 64 are required to possess a Georgia trout stamp when fishing designated trout water unless they hold an Honorary License. In addition, anglers fishing Georgia’s state-operated Public Fishing Areas are required (with one exception) to possess a Georgia Wildlife Management Area stamp. The stamp is not required of anglers holding a Senior Lifetime, Honorary, or one-day license. In what may seem an apparent contradiction, anglers fishing in Georgia Wildlife Management Areas are not required to possess the stamp (with one exception). Residents can purchase an all-inclusive “sportsman’s license” comprising all the licenses and stamps needed to hunt and fish in Georgia.


For nonresidents, several license options are available, including one-day, seven-day, and annual licenses. All nonresident anglers 16 years of age or older are required to possess a valid nonresident license and appropriate stamps. Nonresident anglers less than 16 years of age who are not fishing for trout are not required to possess a license. However, a valid license and trout stamp are required regardless of age or disability for all nonresident anglers to fish for or possess trout, or to fish in designated trout waters.


For both resident and nonresident anglers wishing to test the waters of Georgia fishing, a very reasonably priced one-day license is available. One-day license holders are not required to purchase a Wildlife Management Area stamp to fish any Public Fishing Area, but a trout stamp is still required to fish for trout, possess trout, or fish in any designated trout water.


Anglers have several options for purchasing their fishing license and any required stamps. About 1,200 license dealers are found statewide at major retailers, bait shops, and other businesses catering to anglers. Anglers can also purchase licenses by telephone (800-748-6887) or on the Internet at www.gofishgeorgia.com.





Fish Consumption Advisories

The Georgia Department of Natural Resources (DNR) conducts an ongoing survey of the quality of fish in Georgia with emphasis placed on large reservoirs and rivers, and smaller bodies of water popular with anglers or near suspected or known pollution sources. The quality of fish caught in Georgia is generally very good.


Fish tissue samples are tested for 43 metals and chemicals, and of these, only a few have been detected at problem levels. Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), chlordane, and mercury are the only contaminants that have been detected from a few bodies of water in Georgia at levels sufficient to cause concern. Georgia provides anglers with suggested guidelines for eating fish in the annual Georgia Sport Fishing Regulations pamphlet. The guidelines take a tiered approach to fish consumption (i.e., “No restrictions,” “One meal per week,” etc.), and it is important to note they are based on regular consumption of contaminated fish over a 30-year period. The contaminants that have been found in fish in Georgia accumulate in the human body over time. It would take many months or even years of eating contaminated fish to affect your health. However, pregnant women, nursing mothers, and children less than 6 years of age may want to take extra precautions. These groups are especially susceptible to the effects of some contaminants.


It is up to you to evaluate the risks versus benefits of eating fish on a case-by-case basis. However, several steps can be taken in the selecting, cleaning, and preparation of fish for the table that will greatly reduce the amount of contaminants in the consumed tissue.


Eat smaller fish that are still within legal size limits. Older, larger fish have been exposed for a longer period and have had more time to accumulate contaminants in their flesh.


Vary the kind of fish you eat. Contaminants build up in top predators (large-mouth bass, striped bass) and bottom feeders (catfish, carp) quicker than they do in panfish (bluegill, crappie).


How the fish is cleaned and cooked can sometimes reduce contaminant levels by as much as 50 percent. Some contaminants concentrate in the fatty tissue, and by removing the skin and trimming the back, side, and belly fat off the fillet, contaminants can be substantially reduced.


Cook the fish so the fat drips away. Broiling, baking, or grilling the fish in a way that allows fat to drip away will reduce some contaminants. Deep-fat frying will remove some contaminants, but the oil should be discarded once the fish is cooked. Pan frying does very little to remove contaminants.


The Georgia DNR issues the consumption guidelines not to discourage people from eating fish, but to give anglers the information they need to decide which fish to harvest and eat.





Boat Ramps

The Georgia DNR maintains many fine boat ramps all around the state. In addition, many other boat ramps are operated by federal agencies, county and city governments, and private marinas. Boat ramp information is available online at www.gofishgeorgia.com or by contacting any Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section office. The Angler’s Guide to Georgia Saltwater Fishing Access Sites, published by the Coastal Resources Division of DNR, is an excellent guide to fishing Georgia’s coast and includes many boat ramps. Also, boat ramps and other notable sites such as campgrounds are shown in DeLorme’s Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer. Finally, most commercial lake maps include information on boat ramps and other access points.





Campgrounds

No matter if your preference is for primitive or all the comforts of home, Georgia has many beautiful and well-maintained campgrounds. Many Georgia campgrounds, on or near prime fishing destinations, are operated by government agencies and are available to the public at very reasonable fees. The site maps in this book include some campgrounds found near each site. Anglers interested in camping should refer to the site description, the site map, and the appendix to find campgrounds and obtain more information on rules and regulations and what is available.





Private Property and Public Access

In Georgia, fishing on someone else’s property without permission is unlawful, and fishing rights are often privately held on nonnavigable streams. Wading in or floating upon nonnavigable streams flowing through private property does not exempt anglers from the need to obtain the landowner’s permission.


Many trout streams flow through private land, but public access is sometimes possible on road right-of-ways. Keep in mind, however, that just because your feet may be on the public side of the property line, the law does not grant you the right to cast to a privately owned section of the stream. Many streams have areas where the land is held for use by the public. Permission is not required to fish in the Chattahoochee or Oconee National Forests, Georgia DNR Public Fishing Areas and Wildlife Management Areas, or Georgia State Parks.


Case law is constantly redefining waterways considered navigable and therefore public, and those that are nonnavigable and privately held. If in doubt, the safest bet is to ask permission. The occasional refusal is worth the peace of mind of knowing you are within the law, and it is, after all, a landowner’s right to grant or refuse trespass onto their property. If granted access to private property, be sure to take care of it better than if it were your own. Always close gates behind you, and carry out more trash than you carried in. By doing so, gaining permission will be easier for the next angler.





Georgia River Systems

Ten major drainage systems and seven physiographic provinces give Georgia a wide variety of fish habitats. The major drainage systems of Georgia are the Tennessee, Alabama, Savannah, Altamaha, Apalachicola, Ogeechee, Satilla, Suwannee, Ochlockonee, and the Saint Marys. These river systems channel Georgia’s water to either the Atlantic Ocean or the Gulf of Mexico.


An angler can use a working knowledge of river systems to their advantage when pursuing a particular species. For example, smallmouth bass are present in Georgia but are not found outside the streams and lakes contained in the Tennessee drainage. Dedicated smallmouth anglers searching for little-known bronzeback streams would do well to focus their efforts on Tennessee drainage streams and ignore the Alabama drainage. Although only a high ridge may separate the two, a Tennessee drainage stream will have smallmouth and the Alabama drainage stream will not.


Another example would be the relatively unknown Suwannee bass, a member of the black bass family. The range of the Suwannee bass is very small and is limited to the Suwannee and Ochlockonee drainages in extreme southeast Georgia and north Florida.





Live Bait

Georgia has many natural baits, and most of them are easy to collect. The venerable earthworm has probably caught more fish than all other baits combined. Especially for a child, fishing just wouldn’t be fishing without a trip to the garden or flower bed to dig up a supply of earthworms for bait. Night crawlers also make good bait, either whole or in pieces; hunting for night crawlers makes great sport.


Live gizzard shad, threadfin shad, and blueback herring make great bait for large predators such as striped bass and flathead catfish. All these baitfish can be collected with a cast net. Georgia law allows the use of certain-size minnow seines to capture live bait as long as any game fish or American eels captured are immediately released. However, minnows as bait or minnow seines cannot be used in designated trout water.


When using live fish as bait, it is very important to ensure that their use does not lead to the introduction of a species into a body of water where it is not already found. Moving live fish, aquatic plants, or mussels from one body of water to another can cause irreversible damage to the ecological balance of the lake, pond, river, or stream. To be on the safe side, always collect your live bait in the same body of water you will be fishing, therefore ensuring you will not contribute to the growing problem of species introductions. To help prevent the further spread of exotics, regulations are in effect regarding what live bait species are allowed on many Georgia reservoirs. Check the Sport Fishing Regulations pamphlet for more information.


Other good live baits are catalpa worms, which can be simply plucked off catalpa trees in the summer; crickets and grasshoppers, which can be collected with an insect net in grassy areas; dragonfly nymphs, which can be found under rocks in streams; and the list goes on and on. Let ingenuity be your guide. Very few live baits will not catch some sort of fish. Of course, if you prefer to let someone else do the collecting, common live baits are available at bait shops, marinas, and convenience stores catering to the angler.





Moon Phases

When fish bite best in relation to the moon phase is a constant source of debate among anglers. Some prefer to fish the dark of the moon, and some like a full moon. The only thing many anglers will agree on is that most fish spawn during the full moon.





Fishing the Spawn

The impact of spawning activities on fishing success varies depending on the fish species involved. Some fish, bluegill for example, become very aggressive during the spawn and are concentrated in shallow-water spawning colonies. Other fish, such as largemouth bass, don’t feed while spawning, but can sometimes be coaxed into striking a lure to remove the perceived threat to their nest. Other fish like white bass are no more or less aggressive during the spawn, but are more easily found as they migrate out of the reservoir and into the tributary rivers.


Every angler must decide whether or not to intentionally take advantage of the spawn. Some anglers have very strong feelings against trying for spawning fish, while others see it as an opportunity to put the odds more in the angler’s favor. Fishing during the spawn is unlikely to negatively affect fish populations any more than fishing at other times. When a fish is harvested, the loss of reproductive potential is the same whether the fish was taken during the spawn or two months before the spawn. Fortunately, fish are very prolific and reproduction soon makes up for any fish that anglers harvest.





Tides

Understanding tides and how they influence fish will greatly improve your success with Georgia’s inshore marine species like spotted Seatrout and red drum. Tide stages and times are information a good angler will be sure to find out before hitting the water.


On the Georgia coast, the daily difference between high tide and low tide is about 7 feet, though the difference can range from as little as 6 feet to more than 9 feet. Extreme tides have a strong influence on the fishing. Unlike most weather, though, anglers can predict the tidal conditions for any future day and time by simply using a yearly tide chart (visit www.saltwatertides.com for this information). Strong tides result in strong currents. The stronger the current, the more silt it stirs up, which decreases water clarity. With decreased visibility, fish have a harder time finding the bait or lure and fishing success suffers.


To better understand tides, it is important to relate them to moon phases. During a new moon, the moon exerts increased gravitational pull and the tides are higher, resulting in turbid water. Fishing is usually poor during this moon phase. During the moon’s first quarter, the high tide heights will only be in the 6-to-7-foot range, and the water will be clearer. This is a good time to go fishing. The effects of a full moon on the tides are similar to those of the new moon. For about three days on either side of the full moon, tides will be high and the water turbid. Try to avoid fishing during these big tides. The 6- to 7-foot high tides that accompany the last quarter moon phase, or waning phase, are called neap tides. This is a great time to be on the water.


The currents caused by the ebb and flood of the tide have a lot to do with finding fish—both bait species and those pursued by the angler. If any constant exists in angling, it is that where the bait goes, the predators will not be far away. Every time you find bait, there will not always be a school of predators with them; but every time you find a school of predators, there will be some bait around. When fishing inshore, be mobile and move around until you find action. A spot that produces nothing on your first visit may be a feeding frenzy a couple of hours later when the tide has changed. Many fishing holes are good only at a certain tide stage. What is hot on the ebb tide is probably not during the flood tide.


Look for rips and water flowing over a bar or point, especially if there is a shell bottom. Some of the best times to fish these areas are during the last three hours of the ebb tide and the first three hours of the flood tide. During high flood and high ebb tides, try fishing around marsh islands and points. Fishing directly over shell mounds and off the tips of marsh islands can be productive during high tide, but during dead low tide nowhere is going to be good. Take a break and get ready for the action that is sure to pick back up when the water starts moving again.


Good anglers strive to learn everything possible about the watery world their quarry inhabits. Learn the tide, and try to relate it to your fishing success or lack of it. In time your saltwater angling success will improve.





Log Your Trips

Unlike most paperwork, maintaining a fishing log is a thoroughly enjoyable way to spend a few minutes of your time. Not only will a detailed log enable you to spot general trends, it may be just the jog your memory needs to find that seldom-fished honey hole again. Basic information that should be listed with every entry includes type and number of fish taken, air and water temperature, weather conditions both during and immediately before the trip, wind direction and speed, moon phase, most productive lures or patterns, a simple sketch of any new fishing areas discovered, and anything else you think may be important. Do not overlook Mother Nature’s signals either. The stage of development of local flora and fauna can be a consistent indicator of when conditions are the same in following years. For example, one old saying goes “When the dogwoods are blooming, the crappies are biting.” This adage does not mean that crappies only bite when dogwoods are blooming. What it means is that the same conditions that signal dogwoods to bloom also signal crappies to move shallow and spawn, which is when they are most easily caught.


Periodically review your log and try to spot trends or eliminate unproductive patterns you may slip into out of habit. On days when inclement weather does not make fishing an attractive proposition, reviewing your log will help pass the time with recollections of balmy spring afternoons and crisp fall sunrises, and might even improve your angling skills.






Escaping the Crowds

Fishing and boating are popular pastimes all across Georgia. Especially on spring and summer weekends, it can seem like there are more anglers than fish. Crowded conditions and heavy fishing pressure not only make the fish skittish and reluctant to strike, but for many anglers they detract from the quality of the fishing trip.


Although some anglers accept crowded water as a fact of life, other anglers quietly go about escaping the crowds and often experience better fishing for their efforts. A little research with maps may help you find out-of-the-way and overlooked waters that receive very little fishing pressure. Even on popular lakes, rivers, and streams, anglers can escape the crowds by literally going the extra mile. Examples can be seen on any popular stream. Just look at the bank nearest the parking areas; it is usually worn slick from all of the foot traffic. Although a trail may lead to more distant sections of the stream, it usually peters out after only a few hundred feet, or at most the next good pool. Go beyond and blaze your own trail.


There is a direct correlation between how much fishing pressure a particular place receives and how much work the angler must invest in getting there. A mile of bushwhacking through briars and brambles or picking your way through long stretches of slippery rocks may result in scratches and bruised shins, but the rewards can be tremendous. Virtually unfished water is often available within shouting distance of where 90 percent of the anglers do their fishing.


Boat anglers can use their extra mobility to their advantage in several ways. On rivers and larger streams, anglers can use a small boat to float from one access point to another. Although the areas around the access points may be heavily fished by bank anglers, the areas between likely receive limited angling pressure. Even on large reservoirs, many boat anglers will not invest the time or effort to reach anywhere they cannot directly motor to. Often the backs of coves and sloughs will have a feeder creek reachable only by poling or even dragging the boat over a shallow mudflat before reaching the deeper water of the creek channel. These small overlooked creeks can offer truly tremendous fishing, though they may be barely wider than the boat.





Watch Your Step, but Talk All You Like

For generations, budding anglers have been told not to talk so much lest they scare the fish away. This old wives’ tale has very little merit. Fish cannot hear anything that goes on above the water’s surface. However, fish can sense even the minutest activities in their watery world. Although a fish does not hear in the same way mammals do, they can detect even the slightest disturbance in or near the water by sensing the vibrations.


This ability to sense vibrations imperceptible to humans is what keeps a fish alive and allows it to find its prey even in the murky depths. Water is an excellent transmitter of vibration. When fishing from the bank or wading, take care to walk very softly and avoid causing any more disturbance than necessary. Since dry ground does not transmit vibration nearly as well as water, staying well back from the water’s edge will allow you to move into position to make a cast without warning the fish of your presence. If fishing from a boat, try to avoid shuffling your feet or sliding tackle boxes and other gear around in the boat. The boat’s hull will transmit vibrations directly to the water. Carpet or rubber matting placed on the boat’s flooring will do a great deal to deaden any vibrations coming from the boat.


Although a fish’s sense of sight is not as keen as its ability to detect vibration, fish can see above the water for a short distance, especially when the surface is calm and unbroken by wave action. Much detail is lost in the transition from water to air, but movement is still easily detected. Especially when bank fishing or wading small streams, wear clothes of muted colors that blend into the background and keep sudden movements to an absolute minimum.


Finally, when fishing from a boat, wading, or walking the bank, always keep your shadow behind you whenever possible. To a fish, a sudden shadow overhead only means one thing, and that is danger, usually a predator intent on a fish supper.





Tread Lightly

It is the responsibility of all of us who love the outdoors to leave it in better shape than we found it or, at the very least, leave no trace of our passing through. With the increasing number of people discovering the joys of outdoor recreation, wise use of the resource is becoming ever more important. Several basic guidelines should be followed to help ensure the resource is still around for our children and their children to enjoy. All of these can be summed up with the simple phrase “tread lightly,” but a few deserve extra emphasis.


The most obvious thing people can do to clean up our natural resources is to carry out more than you carry in. The amount of litter deposited through sheer laziness and carelessness is truly a disgrace. Litter detracts from the pleasure of those who come after you, costs resource management agencies dollars and personnel time that could be better used for other activities, and can even be harmful to wildlife. Always place your trash in provided receptacles or, better yet, carry it out with you and dispose of it properly yourself.


Anglers harvesting their catch face the extra challenge of disposing of fish entrails in a responsible manner. Where allowed or possible, securely bag up and dispose of fish entrails in provided receptacles. If this is not an option, bury the entrails deep enough to discourage scavengers and smooth over the hole so it will quickly again become part of the forest floor.


Human waste, food scraps, and other biodegradables that cannot practically be carried out should also be buried in the same manner. If they are provided, treat comfort stations as if they were your own home. Leaving a disgusting mess is an insult to those who come after you, and a slap in the face to people who are working hard to keep the facilities as clean and inviting as possible.


Other things that can be done to tread lightly should be obvious with just a little thought. For instance, when camping in primitive areas, use established campsites, but if you do use an undisturbed area, leave it as you found it. Replace any rocks pulled up into a fire ring, smooth any disturbed ground, and dispose of waste properly.


Boating anglers should make sure everything is secured before motoring to another location, to prevent trash from being blown out of the boat and into the water. The same thing goes at the launch ramp. Before trailering your boat home, remove all trash and place it in provided receptacles. If trash receptacles are not available, stow the trash so it will not blow out on the highway and then properly dispose of it at home.


Whenever possible, stay on established trails. Trails are susceptible to erosion, especially those descending steep slopes in a straight line. Established trails usually change elevation in a series of switchbacks across the face of the slope, reducing the potential for erosion. Erosion and sedimentation are insidious dangers facing our aquatic resources. Silt fills in streams and lakes, leading to changes in the habitat and eventually a change in the species composition as more sensitive species die out. While it is true that poor use of machinery and changing land use patterns are the primary causes of erosion and sedimentation, it is a cumulative problem. We anglers cannot overlook our own activities as partly to blame, especially in remote areas.





Attend to Details

Often, the difference between a passable angler and a good angler is the attention each pays to details. The time it is certain an overlooked detail will catch up with you is when a big fish is on the end of the line. Things to keep in mind are many, but never overlook a few of the most important ones. Always keep hook needles sharp. Constantly run the last few feet of line through your fingers to check for nicks and abrasion, and retie if even the slightest roughness is felt. Check your reel’s drag at the start of each fishing trip; it has a tendency to tighten up when not used for a time. Replace the line on your reels often, especially if they are constantly exposed to ultraviolet light during storage.


Plan each cast before you make it, taking into account all factors. The goal is to make the most natural presentation possible to a place where you believe there should be a fish. Things to consider include current, wind, and sunlight, among others. Only experience will teach an angler these things to the point that fishing becomes almost a subconscious pursuit with all of the variables factored without any conscious thought. A good angler, though, will use the time freed up by the subconscious taking care of the basics to consciously search for and analyze more subtle details. Does the shoreline ahead change from mud to gravel? These transition areas often hold fish. Does the steep bank ahead indicate a sharp drop-off underwater? Areas with sudden depth changes are often excellent fishing. Pay close attention to the natural world around you, and not only will your angling success likely improve, your satisfaction with putting the pieces together and solving the puzzle by catching a fish will increase also.










How to Use This Guide

The Fish Species of Georgia section provides information on the most popular game fish species in the state. Included for each species is its basic life history information and how to identify the fish. The more you understand the basic biology and habits of a particular species, the greater your angling success will be. The information in this section is by no means complete, but should serve as a good starting point for learning more about your favorite fish species.


This section also provides a list of techniques commonly used to fish for each species. The list is a starting point, not a hard and fast judgment on what angling methods are most effective for any given species. Many times giving the fish “a different look” will prove to be successful, especially in heavily fished waters. Also, the techniques listed are hardly all-inclusive, but are a sampling of a few favorite methods of fishing Georgia.


A “best bet” section appears at the end of each species listing. Each site listed has been selected because it is a popular and consistent producer of a particular species. For species not widely distributed, the best bet section lists those waters where the species is present in large enough numbers to provide the angler a reasonable chance of success.



Sites

Each site listing begins with the following basic information: the key species found in this particular body of water, a short overview of the site, the best way to fish it, and the best time to fish.


Note the following example:


2 Coosa River at Mayo’s Bar Lock and Dam


Key species: Striped bass, white bass, crappie.


Overview: Mayo’s Bar Lock and Dam is a popular early-season destination for anglers after white bass and crappie as these species make their annual spring spawning migration up the river.


Best way to fish: Bank, boat.


Best time to fish: March through July.


After reading the listing, you can see popular species on the Coosa River at Mayo’s Bar Lock and Dam are striped bass, white bass, and crappie. It is easily accessible by both bank and boat anglers, and the best time to go is March through July.


The Description contains general information about the site and will include special features, interesting historical information, and other local attractions.


For each site, a section called The fishing is provided to pass on information to help you have a successful and rewarding fishing trip. Best times to fish for certain species will be given in addition to some suggestions on where and how to start. As any angler knows, however, weather plays a very strong role in determining what fish will be doing, and the information contained here is only a suggestion based on normal conditions. For example, the early arrival of summer will cause fish to move deeper than they usually would be that time of year. Use the suggestions as a starting point, but do not be afraid to head out on your own if the suggested approach is not productive. The more you strike out on your own, the more familiar you will become with Georgia fish and fishing, and the more versatile and successful an angler you will eventually become.


Next you will find where to locate the site in the DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer (available in stores throughout the state or by contacting DeLorme Mapping, P.O. Box 298, Yarmouth, ME 04096; 207-846-7000; www.delorme.com). Note that the grid references are often approximate. Not all sites fall on the confluence lines of the numbers and letters given. Some sites are so large they cover more than one map grid, and may spill over onto a different map page. In these cases the reference will be the approximate center of the site or will be simply the page numbers) with no corresponding grid references.


General information tells you anything special you need to know about the site and any special rules and regulations. Special cautions regarding hazards found at the site will also be included in this section. Also included are small tidbits of information that might be useful to the visiting angler, including an idea on how far you must travel for food, lodging, and supplies.


Nearest camping tells you where to find camping opportunities close to your fishing site. Preference was given to public campgrounds for this listing, though some privately owned campgrounds were included if a public campground is not available in easy driving distance.


The Directions are given from the nearest major highway, population center, or other landmark. A site map is provided to help find the area and support the text. For very large sites with multiple access points, for instance large reservoirs and rivers, the map will provide a selection of access points that cover the whole site. The directions to these sites are more general and will put you in the immediate area. From there, you can use the site map with the DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer or other map to reach the specific access point that interests you. For sites with good public access, only public facilities are shown. Private facilities are shown only when publicly owned access is absent or limited.


The locator maps are broken down into regions and are designed to show the relationship of nearby sites to each other and to major roads and population centers. The locator maps should be used with other reference material like the DeLorme atlas or other maps. The state overview map shows all sites on a statewide basis.


For more information will refer the reader to the appendix for sources of additional information regarding the site.





Georgia’s State Record Freshwater Fish





	Species
	Weight
	Location
	Date



	

 



	Bass, Hybrid
	25 lbs. 8 oz.
	Lake Chatuge
	05/01/95



	Bass, Largemouth
	22 lbs. 4 oz.
	Montgomery Lake
	06/02/32



	Bass, Redeye
	3 lbs. 7 oz.
	Lake Hartwell
	04/17/04



	Bass, Shoal
	8 lbs. 3 oz.
	Flint River
	10/23/77



	Bass, Smallmouth
	7 lbs. 2 oz.
	Lake Chatuge
	03/28/73



	Bass, Spotted
	8 lbs. 2 oz.
	Lake Burton
	02/23/05



	Bass, Striped
	63 lbs. 0 oz.
	Oconee River
	05/30/67



	Bass, Suwannee
	3 lbs. 9 oz.
	Ochlockonee River
	10/06/84



	Bass, White
	5 lbs. 1 oz.
	Lake Sidney Lanier
	06/16/71



	Bowfin
	16 lbs. 0 oz.
	Stephen Foster State Park
	05/25/76



	Bullhead, Brown
	5 lbs. 8 oz.
	O.F. Veal pond
	05/22/78



	Bullhead, Yellow
	4 lbs. 15 oz.
	Ogechee River 10/12/03
	



	Catfish, Blue
	62 lbs. 0 oz.
	Clarks Hill Reservoir
	09/12/79



	Catfish, Channel
	44 lbs. 12 oz.
	Altamaha River
	05/18/72



	Catfish, Flathead
	67 lbs. 8 oz.
	Altamaha River
	05/24/00



	Catfish, White
	8 lbs. 10 oz.
	Savannah River
	06/10/96



	Common Carp
	35 lbs. 12 oz.
	Lake Jackson
	1972



	Crappie, Black (tie)
	4 lbs. 4 oz.
	Acree’s Lake
	06/01/71



	Crappie, Black (tie)
	4 lbs. 4 oz.
	Lake Spivey
	3/75



	Crappie, White
	5 lbs. 0 oz.
	Bibb Co. pond
	04/10/84



	Gar, Longnose
	28 lbs. 6 oz.
	Flint River
	01/28/95



	Muskellunge
	38 lbs. 0 oz.
	Blue Ridge Lake
	6/57



	Perch, Yellow
	2 lbs. 8 oz.
	Lake Burton
	02/23/80



	Pickerel, Chain
	9 lbs. 6 oz.
	Homerville
	2/61



	Pickerel, Redfin
	2 lbs. 10 oz.
	Lewis’ pond
	07/07/82



	Pike, Northern
	18 lbs. 2 oz.
	Lake Rabun
	06/27/82



	Sauger
	4 lbs. 3 oz.
	Clarks Hill Reservoir
	04/05/86



	Shad, American
	8 lbs. 3 oz.
	Savannah River
	04/05/86



	Shad, Hickory
	1 lbs. 15 oz.
	Ogeechee River
	04/02/95



	Sunfish, Bluegill
	3 lbs. 5 oz.
	Shamrock Lake
	07/03/77



	Sunfish, Flier
	1 lb. 4 oz.
	Lowndes Co. pond
	02/26/96



	Sunfish, Green
	1 lb. 4 oz.
	Private pond
	04/08/04



	Sunfish, Redbreast
	1 lb. 11 oz.
	Coweta Co. pond
	04/16/98



	Sunfish, Redear
	4 lbs. 2 oz.
	Richmond Co. pond
	06/06/95



	Sunfish, Spotted
	0 lbs. 15 oz.
	Brier Creek
	09/03/03



	Sunfish, Warmouth
	2 lbs. 0 oz.
	Private pond
	05/04/74



	Trout, Brook
	5 lbs. 10 oz.
	Waters Creek
	03/29/86



	Trout, Brown
	18 lbs. 6 oz.
	Chattahoochee River
	11/12/01



	Trout, Rainbow
	17 lbs. 8 oz.
	Soque River
	05/07/04



	Walleye
	11 lbs. 6 oz.
	Lake Richard B. Russell
	09/11/95











Georgia’s State Record Saltwater Fish (All Categories)






	Species
	Weight
	Location
	Date



	





	Amberjack
	92 lbs. 1 oz.
	J Reef
	6/75



	Barracuda
	54 lbs. 8 oz.
	Navy Tower R2
	7/99



	Black Sea Bass
	5 lbs. 11 oz.
	Navy Tower R2
	4/94



	Bluefish
	17 lbs. 12 oz.
	G Reef
	4/80



	Cobia
	88 lbs. 12 oz.
	A Buoy
	5/85



	Croaker
	5 lbs. 12 oz.
	Lanier Bridge
	3/77



	Dolphinfish
	67 lbs. 6 oz.
	East of Navy Tower R8
	5/97



	Drum, Black
	86 lbs. 8 oz.
	Cumberland Sound
	4/98



	Drum, Red
	47 lbs. 7 oz.
	KC Reef
	11/86



	Flounder
	15 lbs. 10 oz.
	Jekyll Pier
	11/90



	Grouper, Gag
	38 lbs. 0 oz.
	Navy Tower R2
	7/02



	Jack Crevalle
	38 lbs. 8 oz.
	Off Little Tybee Island
	8/01



	Ladyfish
	5 lbs. 0 oz.
	Cumberland Island
	8/78



	Mackerel, King
	75 lbs. 12 oz.
	Grays Reef
	6/04



	Mackerel, Spanish
	8 lbs. 4 oz.
	5 Mi. E of Buoy YS
	5/91



	Marlin, Blue
	491 lbs. 8 oz.
	Gulfstream, off Brunswick
	6/85



	Marlin, White
	49 lbs. 12 oz.
	Gulfstream E of St. Catherines
	6/86



	Striped Mullet
	9 lbs. 3 oz.
	Darien River
	12/94



	Florida Pompano
	5 lbs. 4 oz.
	Sapelo Sound
	08/02



	Sailfish
	65 lbs. 0 oz.
	NOAA Buoy
	6/81



	Scamp
	26 lbs. 0 oz.
	East of R2 Tower
	11/95



	Spotted Seatrout
	9 lbs. 7oz.
	Christmas Creek
	7/76



	Shark, Black Tip
	131 lbs. 0 oz.
	Wassaw Channel
	5/78



	Shark, Bull
	455 lbs. 0 oz.
	STS Buoy
	7/78



	Shark, Dusky
	272 lbs. 8 oz.
	STS Buoy
	10/78



	Shark, Hammerhead
	770 lbs. 0 oz.
	Little Cumberland
	8/73



	Shark, Lemon
	375 lbs. 0 oz.
	St. Andrew Sound
	7/74



	Shark, Mako
	228 lbs. 8 oz.
	Off Savannah
	5/75



	Shark, Nurse
	244 lbs. 0 oz.
	Sapelo Channel
	8/81



	Shark, Sandbar
	158 lbs. 8 oz.
	Jekyll Pier
	4/79



	Shark, Sand Tiger
	290 lbs. 0 oz.
	Ossabaw Island
	5/77



	Shark, Thresher
	116 lbs. 0 oz.
	C Reef
	3/76



	Shark, Tiger
	794 lbs. 0 oz.
	STS Buoy
	9/75



	Sheepshead
	14 lbs. 14 oz.
	Delegal Creek
	3/02



	Red Snapper
	37 lbs. 8 oz.
	Savannah Snapper Banks
	9/88



	Snook
	10 lbs. 2 oz.
	Kings Creek
	3/90



	Spadefish
	13 lbs. 2 oz.
	Articial Reef KC
	7/04



	Swordfish
	86 lbs. 0 oz.
	Gulfstream, E of Savannah
	5/80



	Tarpon
	161 lbs. 0 oz.
	Buttermilk Sound
	7/95



	Little Tunny
	19 lbs. 3 oz.
	East of St. Catherines
	6/97
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