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Chapter 1 The Playhouse of Bore-doom
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If Billy has three apples and eats ten more while on an eight-hour flight from New York to Paris, how many apples would he eat on a fourteen-hour flight to Tokyo?”

Blah, blah, blah.

Eugene McGillicudy hated word problems. It always felt like the words came at him faster than a laser attack from Lord Laser Blast!


[image: Image]


“Um, who’s Billy again?” Eugene’s best friend, Charlie Thomas Jones, asked.

Sally Williams, who was sitting behind Charlie, shrugged. “Beats me, but the bigger question is… why are Billy’s apples going to France?”

“Hold on a second,” Eugene chimed in. There was a more pressing problem than worrying about Billy’s apples. “What’s wrong with that clock?”

The second hand on the clock was twitching as if it had an ant down its pants.

“Oh, this can only mean one thing!” Charlie exclaimed. “Time has been frozen by the evil Time Freezer!”
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“Yes!” Eugene cried. “And this time freeze calls for the Sunnyview Superhero Squad!”

Wait. Time-out.
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You’ve never heard of the Sunnyview Superhero Squad? Well, here’s a quick rundown: Inspired by Super Dude, their favorite comic book hero, Eugene, Charlie, and Sally all have secret superhero identities: Captain Awesome, Nacho Cheese Man, and Supersonic Sal! Together, they keep Sunnyview safe from evil.

“Quick, we need to start that clock!” Eugene yelled. So the trio closed their eyes to

THINK!

THINK!

THINK!

Absolutely nothing happened until…

DING!

The lunch bell went off!
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“Hurry! We need to get away while we can!” Eugene said as he got up. But then he stopped in his tracks.
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“Wait a minute,” Ms. Beasley said. “Before you go to lunch, I have a special announcement. We’re going on a field trip on Friday!”

YES! FINALLY!

Maybe they were going to the Sunnyview Amusement Park!

“Get ready, class. We’ll be going to the Sunnyview… Playhouse!”

Rats! So close but SO far, Eugene thought.

“Aren’t plays for old people?” Charlie asked.
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“Like our parents?” Eugene added.

“Oh no, boys,” Ms. Beasley replied. “Watching a play is a fun activity for all ages!”
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Then Ms. Beasley opened her arms and sang out, “Fahhh-la-LAAAAAAALALA!”

Right away, his teacher’s voice reminded Eugene of Super Dude No. 29, which was about Sing-along Kong, the singing gorilla.

Eugene slumped down into his seat because he knew that this time, not even Super Dude could save them from going on this field trip of bore-doom.
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Chapter 2 Friday Is the Perfect Day for a Playdate!
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A thick layer of dread hung over Eugene and Charlie as they got on the bus for the field trip.

Unlike her two friends, Sally was in a great mood.

“Are you guys ready for this bus ride?” she asked excitedly.

“Well, that depends on where this bus takes us.” Eugene sighed as he looked over at Charlie. “Did you bring your cheese?”

Charlie patted his backpack. “Yeah, I’ve got plenty of nacho cheese and some Extra Kooler Ranch, too.”
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