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PREFACE


Lures have been fooling largemouth bass for years, and they always will. They are ever-changing though; they need to be, in order to be successful.

Modifications of lures and development of new baits and techniques continue to keep the fare fresh, and that’s important. Bass seem to become “accustomed” to the same artificials and presentations seen over and over again. As a result, they become harder to catch. It’s the new approach that again sparks the interest of some largemouth.

To that end, this book explores some of the latest ideas for modifying, rigging and using bass lures. All are highly productive when utilized in the correct environment and conditions. Many lure modifications and techniques presented within these covers are unique, and angler success with them has tended to motivate additional lure development.

The tricks and techniques outlined in this book should work anywhere in the country. Some were generated in the far West, others have been successful in a tiny locale for years, but the word is spreading fast. Still other productive concepts revealed in this book were developed on highly-vegetated southeast waters. “BASS LURES—Tricks & Techniques” will help anglers everywhere to catch more fish.



ABOUT THE AUTHOR


Writing about bass fishing for more than 16 years, Larry Larsen has studied all aspects of the fish, and the ways to catch them. He has previously published three books “Follow The Forage For Better Bass Angling,” “Shallow Water Bass,” and “Bass Pro Strategies.”

Larsen’s writings detail highly productive fish catching methods and special techniques. He believes in explaining to readers the latest and very best tactics to find and catch bass anywhere. The basis of utilizing lures with innovative modifications and techniques to catch more and larger bass is presented in this book as an extension of that philosophy.

The author has been a frequent contributor on bass subjects to Outdoor Life, Sports Afield, Fishing Facts, and Field & Stream. More than 700 of Larsen’s magazine articles have been published in 50 different publications, including credits in Bassin’, Bassmaster, Bass Illustrated, U.S. Bass, Petersen’s Fishing, and other major outdoor magazines.

Larry Larsen’s photography has appeared on the covers of many national publications. Larsen is a member of the Outdoor Writers Association of America (OWAA), the Southeastern Outdoor Press Association (SEOPA), and the Florida Outdoor Writers Association (FOWA). Larsen has been honored with several regional and national awards over the years for both outdoor writing and photography.

The first chapter in this book is similar in part to an article that won him second place in the 1986 OWAA Crankbait Techniques Writing Contest. Another of Larsen’s how-to articles on lure techniques captured first place in that same category in the 1987 contest, a feat he’ll long remember. The magazine article competition is the most popular contest among OWAA’s professional outdoor writers and included over 1,000 entries each year.

Larry Larsen, who is a graduate of Wichita State University and Colorado State University, is an accomplished fisherman as well as a successful outdoor writer/photographer. His angling adventures and research on the black bass have been extensive throughout the southern and midwestern states. He has caught and released numerous big bass, over 100 between five and 12 pounds, on artificial lures.

[image: image]

Larsen has literally traveled the globe to fish for bass. He has jigged for bass from lakes near the Canadian border and tossed giant worms into Honduras’ Lake Yojoa, some 3,500 miles to the south. He has pursued bass with top water buzz baits as far east as Cuba’s Treasure Lake and taken largemouth on crankbaits from plantation lakes in the Hawaiian Islands some 6,000 miles to the west.

Anglers that apply the information contained within these covers will greatly benefit. The book details productive tricks and tactics that any angler, novice or professional, can apply to catch more bass on artificial lures. Numerous photographs and figures help detail productive lure methods to entice America’s most popular game fish.



INTRODUCTION
TODAY’S TACKLE BOX


State Of The Art Bass Fishing Lures

THEY RATTLE, FLASH, give off an attractant scent and come in every color in the rainbow. They supposedly even taste like something alive. They are made of space-age materials and some even sport “stealth hardware.” They are the state-of-the-art in bass lures. The assortment of new and unique fare being offered to America’s most popular sport fish is dazzling.

Lure makers have always put major emphasis on the looks and action of their artificial baits. Obviously, a cosmetically-attractive plug will sell better to the angler; to that end, the photo-print and detailed paint finishes and hand-sculpted lines applied to many lures in the past few years is unsurpassed.

Realism in the form of forage color and shape imitation has been refined to an art. Shelves in tackle shops are stocked with “natural” frogs, snakes, eels, shad, shiners, bluegil and crayfish. Just how some of the artificial creations can “live out of the water” can amaze some.

The trends in recent years have been toward bass lures that have more appeal to the fish senses. Bass use their sense of sight, hearing, smell and taste to find and eat forage. Fisheries biologists have conducted valuable research in the past several years on bass’ ability to distinguish between certain colors, to hear certain sounds and detect specific attracting or alarming smells.

The forage preferences of bass based on their interpretation of sensual feedback is better defined now, allowing lure manufacturers to apply that knowledge. And, that they have.


Selection Of Colors

The latest trend in coloration of bass lures is based upon years of research performed by Dr. Loren Hill, Department Head of Zoology at the University of Oklahoma. He discovered that bass see colors in all water conditions, and which of those colors would be more likely to trigger aggressive responses.

In the spring of 1985, Lake Systems Division of Mt. Vernon, Missouri, introduced the Color-C-Lector, a battery-powered instrument based on Dr. Hill’s extensive testing. On the face of the new “tool” was a color spectrum of 20 basic and six fluorescent colors, specifically laid out on three water-clarity scales. By lowering a probe over the boat’s side, anglers were able to determine the optimal lure color to fish.

Few technological advances in the history of bass fishing lures have had the impact of the Color-C-Lector. The instrument immediately captured the interest of fishermen and lure makers. Tackle shelves took on a new look with a dazzling variety of colors: fluorescent orange, pinks, lime, purple, wine, peach, etc. So did tackle boxes, and anglers were soon catching lots of bass on old lures sporting the new color schemes.

Another lure coloration innovation in plugs is toward reflective prismatic colors. Several baits with prism inserts reflect the colors around them. Many lure manufacturers now offer prismatic crankbaits that scatter different colors. Some use special reflective coatings to enhance the “flash appeal.”

Hard-Body And Soft Plastic Fare

The very latest trend in diving plugs is the deep runners, those that approach or exceed 20 feet. Most crankbait manufacturers have a “20-footer” in their line. While some of the older plugs ran close to that depth, the marketing of depth is now the focus. These new lipped baits dive to attract bass never before reached.

Shot-filled cavities that emit a rattling sound as the plug vibrates through the water are as popular with bass as ever. Most hard-bodied lure manufacturers at least offer the rattle option in their line. The fact that even muddy-water bass can detect the sound vibration of a live or artificial bait moving several feet away makes that an important consideration.

The “smell craze” is upon us as more and more “attractant” products are offered in both liquid and solid form. Attention to the bass sense of smell has finally blossomed. Some lure manufacturers have built in a “pocket” or holding means for the application of an attractor. Other lures are coated with an adherent surface coating in which a spray-on formula can be utilized.

[image: image]

Worms of soft plastic that incorporate unique design features and salt or other bass attractants are most productive today.

Obviously, the hard-bodied baits have more problems in offering either a built-in attractant or the carrying capability. Plastic worms, snakes and eels often have a “secret smell agent” in the formula prior to being injection molded. Many in the past few years have had their taste enhanced. The addition of salt to the soft plastics seems to increase fishing success.

The trend in plastics has always been to give the baits a self-induced action that attracts the bass. To that end, manufacturers have added curly tails, warts, rings, multiple wings and tails and hollow bodies. Special flippin’ baits designed especially to work in dense cover and attract bass are now found in tackle boxes. These lures are usually thick bodied, large-silhouette snake imitations with a huge curl tail that provide maximum action.

More Innovations

New skirt colors and materials have been introduced on spinnerbaits and jigs. Buzz baits, those that whip up the surface with a multi-blade prop, have been around for a few years but are growing in popularity. More weedless surface spinners are available now than ever before, and they often slay the bass.

Lure designs specifically for after-dark fishing have increased, and several manufacturers now offer artificials that glow in the dark. Spinnerbaits, jigs, crankbaits and worms with phosphorous paints and lighted inserts now “wake up” bass under the moonlight.

Techniques and modifications are on-going in this sport. There is always a new way to rig or alter an existing lure, and all the different ways to effectively fish even what is already in production have yet to be discovered. Professional tournament anglers, guide and resourceful weekend anglers are still coming up with new, productive ways to fish artificial baits.

Add to that the fact that much of the lure technology of today is based on scientific research not available five years ago, and the angler has more reason than ever to get out on the water. It all translates to better lures and still plenty of bass encounters.

[image: image]

Spinnerbaits that probe shallow, dense vegetation come in a variety of exciting skirt colors which bass are able to see better, under certain conditions.

Although bass are not as numerous, today’s lures are more effective than those from yesteryear. With the fishing pressure that most waters receive, bass have become “wiser” in order to survive. Until anglers become accustomed to fishing bass for sport and releasing a majority of what they catch, the reality is that artificials will continuously need to evolve into even better lures to catch the fewer bass that remain.

The techniques and modifications or tricks presented in this book are not meant to be inclusive. They could never be. They are, however, highly productive ways to increase an angler’s catch. If reading about some of the innovative methods and riggings moves an angler to think of an new idea that he wishes to try, then great. If the idea works, I hope that he’ll let me in on the secret!



CHAPTER 1
CRANKBAITING TECHNIQUES


Proven Theories And Concepts

THE KEY TO PRODUCTIVE crankbait fishing is to keep the plug hitting something. The speed at which you are reeling it, or the size of the lure, is not as important. It must be bouncing off logs, weeds, or the bottom a great deal of the time, according to Montgomery, Texas, bass guide and touring pro, Rick Clunn.

He is a long-time practitioner of the diving plugs and a master at fishing them. He has developed specific criteria upon which to base his crankbait selection and technique. Clunn credits the bait with his first Classic win in 1976 and “making his whole career.” He has done a lot with crankbaits since then.
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