
[image: 001]


[image: 001]


[image: 001]


Copyright © 2004 by Dick Talleur

Published by

STACKPOLE BOOKS

5067 Ritter Road

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

www.stackpolebooks.com

All rights reserved, including the right to reproduce this book or portions thereof in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher. All inquiries should be addressed to Stackpole Books, 5067 Ritter Road, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 17055.

Printed in China

First edition

10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1

Cover photographs by the author
Cover design by Tracy Patterson

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Talleur, Richard W.

Inside fly tying : 100 tips for solving the trickiest fly-tying problems / Dick Talleur.—1st ed.

p. cm.

Includes index.

ISBN 0-8117-3138-3 (alk. paper)

eISBN 978-0-8117-4634-2

1. Fly tying. I. Title.

SH451 .T2875 2004
688.7'9124—dc22

                                                                          2003025413




Preface

As many of you know, I’ve written a number of books on fly tying, and many articles about that subject. Why another one, and what makes this book different? The answer is threefold:

1.  To demonstrate the benefits of certain newer materials.

2.  To take advantage of new graphics technology, in order to go into detail on specific techniques that make fly tying easier and produce better results.

3.  To acquaint readers with some new patterns and designs that I have either originated or contributed to the evolution of.

This is a book I’ve wanted to write for a long time. Thanks to contemporary methods in computer graphics and photo reproduction, I am now able to portray fly-tying details as never before. Don’t let words like “detail” and “precision” scare you; employing such techniques makes tying easier, not harder. My experience in teaching fly tying for well over a quarter of a century has proven this many times over.

The information given herein will benefit both beginning tiers and more experienced ones, including even advanced tiers. I can’t present, in a single volume, everything that’s newer and better. Fly tying has become far too vast for that, and no one tier can be the authority on everything. What I want to show here is what I believe will help the largest majority of tiers with the problems they encounter most frequently. Simply stated, this is the stuff that I think is the most important.

Not all of the flies you’ll see here are new, nor are all of the techniques; in fact, a number of them appear in my previous books (winging a dry fly, for example). I repeat them here because:

1.  I want to use new graphics to show these techniques in high detail and clarity.

2.  I want to include certain fundamentals for the elucidation of new tiers, of which there are many.

3.  I want to show how certain components, such as the Wulff-style wing and the wood duck wing, integrate with other components of the fly.

4.  Based on my experiences in the many tying classes I teach, I see that winging dry flies gives people bigger problems than almost anything else.

All of the patterns presented herein are flies I have fished and experienced success with. Also, they are good “teaching” flies—that is, they enable me to clearly convey the details, the little nuances that make tying easier and flies come out better. The fish may not care—but we do, right? I don’t know of a single tier who doesn’t take pride in his or her flies, and I know from personal experience that liking the fly you tie to your leader results in more confident and effective fishing.

This is a book of not only hows but whys. My teaching experience has convinced me that people do better when they understand the reasoning behind specific instructions. Sometimes—especially with those new to tying—things that cause difficulties are not readily apparent, and the tier struggles on, thinking it’s a shortcoming on his or her part. But that’s not it! Here’s an example: Some years ago, I convinced a student, already a pretty good tier, that he should buy some high-grade dry-fly capes that were on display in the store where I was teaching a weekend class. A week or so later, he called me on the phone and complained that the feathers weren’t wrapping as neatly and easily as I had promised him they would. After some back-and-forth, I gave him one instruction: Be sure to strip the feathers all the way back to the “sweet spot,” where the quill was fine and flexible and the barbs were prime.

A half hour later, he called back and said the problem was solved and the feathers were behaving wonderfully. He had simply been so anxious to use every single bit of the feathers he had paid good money for that he wasn’t discarding the portion lower down on the quill. This is a very common and serious mistake. Think about it; if you try to use too much of the feather, the thicker quill with poorer-quality barbs gets wrapped first and will virtually fill up the space allocated for hackle, so there’s no room left for the high-quality stuff farther out into the feather!

So with each tying sequence, I’ll state what potential problems or challenges are likely to be encountered, and give my recommendations for solving them. I hope this makes your tying a successful and rewarding experience.

To thank everyone who has contributed to my development as a fly tier would require a book in and of itself. However, I want to acknowledge certain individuals who have been of significance in recent years and have become great friends and fishing companions of mine. I’ll probably forget some deserving souls; please forgive me.

Nick Wilder, proprietor of Hunter’s Angling Supplies, for providing me with an excellent teaching venue, where I was able not only to teach, but to learn from teaching.

Dick Soares of the Manchester, New Hampshire, area for constructive criticism, rekindling my enthusiasm, and being a great boat partner and friend.

Sim Savage of Portland, Maine, for sharing patterns and tying tips and for wonderful angling companionship and friendship.

Marla Blair, lady guide from Ludlow, Massachusetts, for showing me the Jailbird pattern and how to fish it on the challenging rivers she guides on, and for being such a fun companion.

Dr. Tom Whiting of Delta, Colorado, master of advance chicken culture, for supporting my sometimes-experimental efforts and enabling me to enjoy the advantages of tying with the best feather materials in the history of fly tying.

Wally Baker, Bill Chase, and everyone at Anglers’ Sport Group in Elba, New York, for supporting my teaching and writing efforts by helping with those wonderful Daiichi hooks.

Paul Betters, the founding proprietor of Anglers’ Sport Group, who recruited me back in 1991 into what turned out to be an enduring symbiotic relationship.

Jean-Guy Cote, proprietor of the Uni Corporation of St. Melanie, Quebec, for supplying excellent products: Uni-Thread, Uni-Stretch, Uni-Yarn, and other fine stuff.

Barry Nation, manager of Rivers Camera, Rochester, New Hampshire, for all of his help with photography and photographic equipment.

Lee and Art Stoliar, the Fly Tyer’s Carryall people, who produce the Folstaff and other fine items for the angler, for many years of support and friendship.

Bill Black and the Spirit River Company for their generosity in providing me with their exceptionally well-thought-out fly-tying materials and implements.

May the God of Your Persuasion bless you all.

Dick Talleur
Manchester, New Hampshire
Summer 2003
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SETTING THE STAGE

Talleur’s Tying Tips

Before we get into the particulars of specific tying techniques, here are some general instructions that I believe will serve you well.

1.  Think like a pool player. In billiards, the shot at hand sets up those to come. Likewise, in fly tying, the operation at hand affects subsequent ones. For example, in the following chapters, you’ll see how the shaping and integration of the wing and tail butts on dry flies set up a neat, even foundation for the body.

2.  Be circumspect when purchasing critical materials. Bargain hunting is fine, provided you know one when you see one. Prime dry-fly hackle, such as the Whiting Farms products, may seem pricey, but their exceptionally high yield makes them a very good buy.

3.  Choose your working threads with discretion. The wide variety of threads available today enables you to optimize your selection on a task-oriented basis. And don’t hesitate to change threads during the course of tying a particular fly. For example, in the stonefly nymph chapter, you start with Uni-Stretch, which serves as both the body material and working thread. Then, midway through the fly, you switch to regular thread, in this case, 8/0 Uni-Thread. This reduces bulk.

4.  Develop sound thread management. In the forthcoming chapters, you’ll see references to such thread management techniques as the pinch, the soft wrap, the gathering wrap, and the distribution wrap. All of these are task-related; often gentle “gathering” wraps or soft loops work much better than making tight wraps, using all the tension the thread will bear.

5.  Learn to analyze materials from the standpoint of how they will behave in actual use. Lots of stuff looks great in the package and on the wall but doesn’t work on the fly. Dubbings are a prime example. Often it’s hard to tell just by looking at the package what sort of texture they have or how long the strands are. A great deal can be learned at the numerous shows where top tiers exhibit their skills. Watch them, and don’t be afraid to ask questions; usually you’ll get a most helpful response.

6.  When using dubbing, choose the type that’s right for the job. Unless you’re tying a unique, materials-specific dressing—Hare’s Ear is a good example—it doesn’t matter whether your dubbing is natural or synthetic. What does matter is its texture and working characteristics.

7.  Regardless of type, all dubbings work best when applied gradually, in small wisps, so that maximum thread contact is obtained. This is true in both single-thread and dubbing-loop operations.

8.  Pay strict attention to proportions. If the components on a particular fly are not sized properly, the design of the fly and its size are compromised, and it may not float or balance as desired. For example, a conventional dry fly should rest on the tips of the tail and hackle, with the hook barely touching or just clearing a flat surface. Also important: The wings must not be too high or too heavily dressed, and the tail should be spread to create a “snowshoe” effect, and also should not contain more material than needed.

9.  Think about what sort of knot you’ll be using when fishing a fly. This will affect your choice of hook and how much space you leave at the eye.

10.  When working near the eye of the hook, it’s helpful to do the final thread operations opposite from the way the hook eye is bent. On a down-eye hook, tie off on top, and on an up-eye hook, vice versa.

11.  Fly tying can be a wonderful art form, and I appreciate that as much as anyone. However, remember that the fish don’t go to shows and museums, and they are not art critics. If you’re tying flies for the water, tie them for the fish, rather than for the wall. It’s a question of function and feasibility. To illustrate the point: Tying time for a full-dress Green Highlander is around two hours—for me, at least. For the reduced hair-wing version, it’s twelve to fifteen minutes.

12.  Buy good tools. If you’re a beginner, don’t spend a lot of money until you have a thorough understanding of the requisite tools, their functions, and their points of quality. Ask for help from a knowledgeable friend, and don’t take ads or sales pitches at face value. Don’t assume that costlier is better, or that more complex is more functional. There are some very acceptable tools, even vises, available at reasonable cost. However, also be aware that the cheapest is often the worst. Keep your mind open to innovation, but be skeptical of gimmicks. Scissors and hackle pliers are prime examples.

13.  Seek help from experienced tiers—but be sure they are qualified to give advice. And remember, there are very few absolutes in fly tying. Once the basics are mastered, the field is open for you to develop your own methods and techniques. But be self-critical; if something isn’t working to your satisfaction, explore alternatives.
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GETTING INSIDE THE DRY FLY

Hackle Selection

We’ll begin with a brief orientation in the understanding and selection of feathers for hackling dry flies. Good technique will partially compensate for poor-quality hackle, but why fight it? Buy the right stuff, and delight in the results.

Size (barb length) and quality may be judged by flexing feathers into a simulation of the wrapped position they will assume on the hook. It’s okay to do this in a fly shop, provided it is done with care, so that there is no damage whatsoever to the pelt. Saddle hackles can be deceptive, in that the barbs resist protruding straight out from the quill when flexed. The higher the quality, the more this is the case. The illusion that results is that the barbs appear shorter than they will come out in actual use, when wrapped around a hook.
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