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To my nephews Matt and Andrew Nemec



Foreword by Scott Flatow

I first became aware of David Nemec’s work when a friend gifted me with a copy of The Absolutely Most Challenging Baseball Quiz Book, Ever (1977). After I read the first few pages, it became apparent that the audacious title was justified. Although I already thought myself an expert, this book proved an education. The following spring, I bought Nemec’s follow-up, The Even More Challenging Baseball Quiz Book. Somehow, Nemec had topped himself. Now I was convinced that these books could not have been written by one man due to their scope and inventiveness. David Nemec, I honestly believed, was a consortium of highly knowledgeable and creative individuals writing under a pseudonym.

However, five years later, I was proven wrong when a friend I subsequently made revealed that he knew Nemec personally. Nemec and I finally met in 1991, at the National Convention of the Society for American Baseball Research (SABR), held in New York that year. I wrote the trivia competition and Nemec spearheaded a four-man team that defeated a daunting quartet of defending champions in the finals. He would go on to win many other team contests as well as SABR’s first individual tournament in 1995. Since then, Nemec has continued to pitch his posers through contentious strikes, steroid scandals and league realignments. Incredible Baseball Trivia proves he has lost nothing off his fast one. In fact, it may be even hotter.

Nemec’s unique ability to connect seemingly unrelated players across eras sets his trivia books apart from standard fare. For example: What links Frank Schulte, Willie Mays, Jimmy Rollins, and Curtis Granderson? Maybe you got that one cold, slugger. But who among the experts can reason out how unsung nineteenth-century infielder Jack Crooks and Ted Williams fit together?

The best trivia books not only ask you to match wits with the creator but enlighten and entertain as well. On that score, Nemec once again blasts a grand slammer into the upper deck. Take a healthy swing at these offerings:

Who had the highest OPS among qualifying batters that did not win the MVP Award that year? Would you believe he also posted the second highest OPS ever among non-MVP winners in another season?

How about naming the first player to hit at least 15 homers in a season in both the National League and the American League? You’ll win plenty of online bets with this one.

Who was the first slugger to club four homers off four different pitchers in one game? He later clocked the first regular-season dinger for the New York Mets.

Who are the only two hurlers to garner multiple Cy Young Awards who are currently eligible for the Hall of Fame and untainted by suspected steroid usage but have not been enshrined and never will be? Can you name them?

Can you name the only pitcher in the Hall of Fame who collected all of his big-league wins after turning 30?

How about nailing the only hurler in the twentieth century prior to Sandy Koufax to fan at least 300 batters in back-to-back seasons?

All these treasures and more await you. So step up to the plate and take your best cuts against a lifetime’s worth of Nemec’s most crafty deliveries.

Scott Flatow is himself a multiple SABR trivia champion. He has written several baseball quiz books on his own and co-authored numerous baseball books with David Nemec, including six annual editions of Great Baseball Feats, Facts & Firsts, four team quiz books and This Day in Baseball. Flatow is a lifetime resident of Brooklyn, New York, and currently teaches elementary school not far from what was once Ebbets Field.



Introduction

First, I want to thank those who played a large hand in making this book possible: my editor Jason Katzman, Ev Cope, Al Blumkin, Dave Zeman, Rob Rafal, Tony Salin, Ken Samelson, Tom Zocco, and, above all, Scott Flatow, a longtime colleague who was kind enough to write the foreword. For all the statistics I’ve cited herein, Baseball-Reference.com is my source.

Incredible Baseball Trivia is my tenth book of this sort, beginning in 1977 with The Absolutely Most Challenging Baseball Quiz Book, Ever. For those who took me up on my challenge, if you scored well back then, you are a near certainty to top the charts once again. All the names and events you’ll meet up within these pages should strike a familiar chord, and in many of the answers there will be a bonus usually not found in books of this sort. Additional material about their subjects that will often surprise you and drive you to learn even more about them and their singular feats or fizzles.

If you’re a newcomer to my style of quizzing the audience, you are just as likely to do yourself proud. So long as you have the patience to puzzle out answers that you won’t always have on the tip of your tongue. That’s the real acid test. That’s what sets apart the true superstars of baseball lore. Not a computer memory but a willingness to chomp on a few clues, a couple of seemingly disparate stats or odd record combinations, and soon enough make the connection between them.

Baseball. The game mesmerizes you. It is designed to mesmerize you. There is a vast kinetic quality to it, an ineffable romantic quality to its lore that in the end is what hooks you for life. For baseball, unlike football or basketball or hockey or indeed any of the other forms of entertainment that provide us with our cultural superheroes, has a built-in attraction to its all but bottomless tradition. There is a song featuring Van Lingle Mungo. Name one about a star in any other sport, let alone a good but hardly great player. Why is baseball rife with memorable nicknames like the Big Train, Stinky Stanky, and the Splendid Splinter whereas Jim Brown was never known by any name but Jim, Mario Lemieux any name but Mario, and George Mikan any name but George? How many sports-minded members of the general public who know Ty Cobb’s career batting average and the significance of the number 714 also know Michael Jordan’s career record for the most points per game or the NFL career record holder for the most touchdown passes prior to the merger of the NFL and the AFL in 1969? What do these team names, the Los Angeles Dons, the Miami Seahawks, and the Chicago Hornets have in common as opposed to the Chicago Whales, the Baltimore Terrapins, and the Brooklyn Tip-Tops? What team holds the record for the most points in a National Hockey League season as opposed to the most wins in a major-league baseball season? The true baseball fan has literally hundreds, even thousands of names, statistics, and anecdotes about his favorite game in his memory bank while died-in-the-wool fans in all other sports have far less. Why? What is the special magic that baseball and its names and numbers and tales hold?

There are many explanations for this phenomenon, but all agree on only one thing. It’s undeniably true. Incredible Baseball Trivia is loaded with other sorts of mysteries about the game. Here’s a sample. How could a team lead its league in batting average, fielding average and lowest ERA—in other words, win the team Triple Crown!—and yet finish no better than third? I have every confidence that you’re up to solving this one and the vast majority of my other puzzlers. On each question just wait for your pitch—it’ll come into your zone in due time—and then take it deep.

Oh, nearly forgot. Every section ends with a 5***** question that is guaranteed to contest your mettle even if you otherwise bat 1.000.

—David Nemec, Laguna Woods, California



Home Run Feats Throughout History

A FEW SOFT TOSSES
TO GET THE JUICES FLOWING…

All of the current members of the 500 home run club were born in the same century except one. Who is the only outlier?

If you struggled here, you may be out of your depth. Babe Ruth is, of course, the only current member of the 500 home run club who was not born in the twentieth century. He was born in 1895.

Who was the last slugger to join the 500 home run club before the first wave of expansion occurred in 1961?

Ted Williams in 1960. It would then be a while before Mays and Aaron followed and after that came the deluge.

Name the five sluggers who smacked 500 or more career homers without ever striking out 100 times in a season.

In the order they did it: Babe Ruth, Mel Ott, Ted Williams, Hank Aaron, and by far the hardest and most surprising of the quintet—Gary Sheffield.

The last member of the St. Louis Browns to lead in the American League in home runs also holds the all-time season record for the most RBI at his main position.

In 1945, Browns shortstop Vern Stephens led the AL with 24 home runs, the last Brownie to do so. Four years later, after being traded to the Red Sox the previous season, Stephens notched 159 RBI, still the single-season record for a shortstop, and tied Ted Williams for the AL RBI lead. Stephens tied Red Sox teammate Walt Dropo in 1950 for the AL RBI lead with 144 and had earlier won an undisputed RBI crown as a member of the Browns’ lone pennant winner in 1944. Honus Wagner, with four, is the only shortstop to win or share more RBI titles than Stephens, and not all of his wins came with him playing mainly at shortstop.

NOW THEY START TO GET TOUGHER…

All of the following batsmen except one enjoyed at least one season in which he led a Brooklyn–LA Dodgers team in home runs: Len Gabrielson, Gene Hermanski, Babe Herman, Hack Wilson, Shawn Green, Joe Medwick, Candy LaChance, Gil Hodges, Steve Garvey. Who is the only outlier?

You weren’t paying attention in the 1960s if you guessed Gabrielson or in the 1890s if you bit on LaChance. Rather surprisingly, it’s Joe Medwick, a Triple Crown Winner with the Cards, but little more than an average player by the time he was traded to the Dodgers after he sustained a serious beaning at the hand of Bob Bowman.

In the decade of the 1970s (1971–1980), only four American Leaguers hit as many as 40 home runs in a season, and none did it between 1971–1977. Two of the four are in the Hall of Fame including the decade dinger leader with 310. Name all four.

Jim Rice in 1978 with 46, Gorman Thomas in 1979 with 45, and Reggie Jackson and Ben Oglivie tied with 41 each in 1980. Jackson was the decade home-run leader with 310.

A post-2000 slugger rapped .196 after leading his league in home runs the previous year with a whopping total of 53. His 90-point drop in batting average is by far the greatest among American Leaguers in the season after they cracked the 50-homer barrier. The all-time record drop, though, still belongs to a National League slugger whose BA toppled 95 points after he posted his lone 50-homer season. Who were these two One-Year Wonder sluggers?

Orioles first baseman Chris Davis hit .196 in 2014 after leading the AL with 53 taters in 2013. He also hit .286 that year and hasn’t come close since to matching that mark, dropping all the way to .168 in 2018. In 1931, the Cubs Hack Wilson hit just .261 after rapping .356 the previous year with a then NL record 56 home runs.

Name the only two players to hit five homers in a double header. Both did it with National League clubs, and the first of the pair accomplished the feat in 1954 and in a park based in the city where the only slugger to match his feat not only resided at the time but was at the park that day to witness this “Famous First!”

Stan Musial, in 1954 with the Cardinals at St. Louis’s Sportsman’s Park, a favorite haunt of eight-year-old St. Louis resident Nate Colbert, who would match Musial’s feat 18 years later while with the San Diego Padres.

Who are the only two members of the Pittsburgh Pirates to compile as many as 35 homers in a season three or more times in Pirates garb?

If you said Ralph Kiner and Willie Stargell, you’re only half right. Stargell had just two 35-homers or more seasons with the Corsairs. Kiner, on the other hand, had six and Brian Giles had four.

Who were the first two future Hall of Famers to homer in their first major-league plate appearances? Their big-league debuts occurred 23 years apart. Between them, they hit 239 home runs in regular-season play. All but one of those 239 homers belonged to the first of the pair to debut. The clues here will suffice if you know your Hall of Famers and their approximate debut years.

Earl Averill in 1929 and Hoyt Wilhelm in 1952. Wilhelm’s seat finder was the lone four-bagger in his long career.

When the Great Strike shut down the 1994 season cold, freezing Ken Griffey Jr. (AL) and Matt Williams (NL) as the two league home run champs with 40 and 43 dingers, respectively, who was oldest living former league home run champ? His total for a full 154-game schedule in the year he led was less than either of the 1994 champs.

Dodgers first baseman Dolph Camilli led the National League with 34 homers in 1941. He was 87 years old when the season-ending strike occurred and died three years later at the age of 90.

Mark Teixeira holds the record for the most career grand slams by a switch-hitter with 12, but he is not the lone major leaguer to stroke a grand slam batting right-handed and left-handed in the same game. It was done in consecutive innings by a visiting player in Texas’s Ballpark in Arlington. The player won a league batting title that same year.

But he never hit as many as 20 home runs in a season even though he belted three altogether on the day of his “Famous First.” This feat occurred as recently as 2003, but already the perpetrator and his bat title that same season are all but forgotten. It was Bill Mueller, in his first season at third base with the Red Sox and by far his best year in the majors.

Who held the American League record for the most career home runs prior to the Babe’s first 50+ home run season in 1920?

Shame on you if you thought it was the Babe himself. His 29 home runs in 1919 left him 31 homers short of Home Run Baker’s total through 1919 of 80. Baker added to his total after 1919, but who noticed?

Who was the first slugger in major-league history to hit four home runs in a game in a losing cause? Can you also throw in the name of the rookie pitcher who on that day became the only hurler to rack up a complete-game loss despite receiving four-dinger support from a teammate?

The slugger was Phillies first baseman Ed Delahanty. At Chicago, on July 13, 1896, he tattooed right-hander Bill “Adonis” Terry for four dingers, accounting for seven RBI. But the Phils nonetheless lost, 9–8, when rookie Ned Garvin could not keep the Windy City crew in check. The game was a harbinger for Garvin, who always seemed to find ways to lose even when he pitched well, and he more often than not pitched very well. Apart from Delahanty, Bob Horner of the Atlanta Braves in 1986 was the only slugger to date to pound four homers in a losing effort.

Whose .260 batting average in a recent year is the lowest among all players who hit 50 homers in a season?

In 2010, the Toronto Blue Jays’ slugger Jose Bautista broke Andruw Jones’s 2005 mark of .263 for the lowest average by a 50-homer man when he went deep 54 times and hit .260. Bautista walked 100 times, however, giving him a .378 on-base percentage and leaving Jones still the record-holder for the lowest OBP (.347) among 50-homer hitters. Bautista’s big year came out of nowhere. In none of his five previous major-league seasons had he ever hit more than 16 home runs, but he had several relatively strong seasons after that—along with some clunkers.

The lone slugger to knock 50 or more homers in a season and fan fewer than 50 times belted 359 dingers in his Hall of Fame career, but just once registered 50 or more strikeouts in a season. Who is he?

Johnny Mize in 1947 had just 42 Ks and 51 dingers. Prior to expansion in 1961, there were 13 seasons that featured a slugger with as many as 50 home runs and fewer than 100 whiffs. Since 1961, there have been just five such seasons, with Barry Bonds’s 2001 campaign that included a record 73 homers and only 93 strikeouts the most surprising. Amazingly, Bonds fanned over 100 times just once, his rookie season in 1982 when he whiffed 102 times with the Pirates and hit just .223.

In Game 2 of the 2011 ALCS, Nelson Cruz of the Rangers belted the first walk-off grand slam home run in postseason history. Who, by rights, should the honor belong to instead, and why doesn’t it?

On October 17, 1999, in the 15th inning of Game 5 of the National League Championship Series between the Braves and Mets in New York, Atlanta took a 3–2 lead in the top of the frame. The Mets, however, came storming back in the bottom of the inning and tied the game when catcher Todd Pratt drew a bases-loaded walk. That brought third baseman Robin Ventura to the plate. The lefty drilled a ball over the right-field fence off Braves right-hander Kevin McGlinchy for what should have been a game-winning, walk-off grand slam. However, as soon as the winning run crossed the plate, Pratt, who had been heading for second base, turned and raced back toward Ventura to hug him. Simultaneously, the Mets swarmed out of their dugout and onto the field to celebrate the victory. Since Pratt did not advance a base before Ventura passed him on the base paths, Ventura was credited not with a walk-off grand slam and four RBI but with just a walk-off RBI-single. It’s known today as the “Grand Slam Single.”

Five members of the 500 home run club wore only one team’s uniform their entire careers. Name them and the uniforms they wore in the order they joined the club.

Mel Ott, New York Giants; Ted Williams, Boston Red Sox; Mickey Mantle, New York Yankees; Ernie Banks, Chicago Cubs; Mike Schmidt, Philadelphia Phillies. Narrow misses were Lou Gehrig with 493 home runs, all with the Yankees, and both Stan Musial and Willie Stargell with 475 homers, all with the St. Louis Cardinals and Pittsburgh Pirates, respectively.

The 500-homer club currently has only two members who were switch-hitters. Who are they, and who came the closest to becoming a third member before retiring with 468 home runs?

The two members are Mickey Mantle with 536 and Eddie Murray with 504. Chipper Jones currently ranks third among retired switch-hitters with 468.

What 500-homer club member broke into the majors as a shortstop, played one year as a regular at third base, won a batting title, played over 1,000 games in right field, and hit all of his four baggers with the following teams in the order named? Brewers, Padres, Marlins, Dodgers, Braves, Yankees, Tigers, and Mets.

Alex Rodriguez and Ernie Banks also played shortstop early on in their careers, but neither played with teams in both leagues. The answer is Gary Sheffield, currently the only player to drive in 100 or more runs in a season for five different teams: Padres, Marlins, Dodgers, Braves, and Yankees.

Name the lone 500-homer club member who compiled fewer than 2,000 career hits.

Mark McGwire. Only twice did he log as many as 150 hits in a season. In mid-career, he had the worst season by bat title qualifier of any 500 home run member when he hit a measly .201, and in his final season he batted .187 in 97 games. McGwire’s strong links to steroid use eased the task of Hall of Famer voters who might otherwise have been in a quandary about what to do with a 500 home run club member (normally an all but automatic ticket to admission) that possessed so few other qualities to recommend his candidacy.

Almost every eligible hitter of note during the decade of the 1930s (1931–1940) is in the Hall of Fame. But three sluggers who hit 200 or more homers in that decade alone have yet to make it. Who are they?

Hal Trosky with 205, Wally Berger with 204, and Bob Johnson. Johnson is the leader with 217 and also the only one with 2,000 hits and a .300+ career average. Johnson finished his career in 1945 with the Red Sox after wasting his best years with a miserable Philadelphia A’s teams under Connie Mack. In 1936, Trosky, in the process of setting a new Cleveland season home run record of 42 that has since been broken, walked only 36 times to become the only pre-expansion player ever to hit as many as 40 homers and collect fewer walks than dingers. There have since been over a dozen.

For many years, until changes were made in its configuration, Washington’s Griffith Stadium was arguably the hardest major-league park in which to go yard. Prior to 1954, only two members of the original American League Washington Senators had hit as many as 20 home runs in a season. Both did it in the same year but were best known for their slugging feats with other AL teams. Both hit right and were teammates that year of Goose Goslin, then in his final season and arguably the Senators’ most prolific slugger prior to the 1950s. Who were they?
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