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  Introduction




  If you are hiking in Alaska for the first time or thousandth time, you will always be left with an enormous admiration for the beauty and pristine qualities of the state. Hiking around Anchorage is primarily accomplished in Chugach State Park, our country’s third-largest state park, encompassing nearly 500,000 acres of wilderness. It is the largest park in North America within an urban setting, sitting immediately east of Anchorage, the largest city in Alaska. This book is intended to introduce you to Chugach State Park and other trails in Anchorage and the surrounding area. Many of the major trailheads near town can lead you on your own trail of endless exploration.




  For visitors and less-experienced hikers, this book will help you in planning your time and properly preparing for your hikes in the park. GPS coordinates are provided for all the major trailheads, stream crossings, landmarks, and other directional cues for every hike. The trails in this book are divided into four sections: north, east, south, and Anchorage urban trails. They are based on entry points into the park and popular trails within the Anchorage city limits. Directions to each trailhead in this book always use Anchorage as a starting point.




  Different regions of Chugach will experience significant differences in weather patterns, which you should always take into account when planning your hike. The trails in Chugach State Park can provide you with a variety of levels of wilderness experiences and can accommodate the skill level of most any hiker, or the busy schedule of a visitor and his or her family. The opportunities for adventure are endless. Strenuous physical challenges into backcountry or forty-five-minute afternoon leisure walks can provide you with glimpses of the true wild Alaska. Stunning alpine lakes, icy glaciers, and a 5,000-foot elevation rise add to the natural wonder of Chugach State Park. Nature and wildlife are bountiful in Chugach, and you won’t be disappointed. World-class wildlife viewing or afternoon berry picking is available just minutes from downtown Anchorage. Mountain streams offer opportunities for fishing and even recreational gold panning.




  Six mountain ranges can be seen from Anchorage. On a clear day, Mount McKinley and the Alaska Range can be seen to the north, the smaller Tordrillo Mountain range to the west–northwest, the Chugach Mountains to the east, the Talkeetna Mountains to the west, the Kenai Mountains to the south, and the volcanic Chigmit Mountains of the Aleutian Range to the southwest. Cook Inlet sits west of Anchorage and is also visible from several trails within the park.




  With nearly a half-million acres of wilderness to explore, the trails in this book merely provide you with a glimpse of the wilderness opportunities Chugach has to offer and the outstanding trail systems within Anchorage itself. This book can get you started on your own road to adventure and will introduce you to some of the most picturesque areas of Alaska—true Alaskan wilderness and hiking trails unrivaled anywhere else in the United States.




  Weather




  




  The Anchorage area has four seasons and a relatively mild winter. This maritime climate allows the park to be utilized year-round. The park itself receives 160 inches of rain each year in the extreme southeast and only 12 inches per year in the northeast. Keep these extremes in mind as you plan your hike. The average temperatures in the Anchorage area range from 65 degrees Fahrenheit in July to 20 degrees Fahrenheit in January. Summer months have a comfortable low temperature of 51 degrees Fahrenheit with very low humidity.




  When you come to Alaska, you dress for changing weather. That means wearing layers that you can peel off or put on. The weather can change from sunny and warm to cool and damp within a matter of minutes. It can—and does—change quickly, abruptly, and often.




  Summers here are like nowhere else in the world. Unlike many places, you do not need to restrict your hiking to early morning or late afternoon because of high temperatures and high humidity. You will experience cooler temperatures in the mountains, depending on altitude. On the day of the summer solstice, June 21, there are twenty-four hours of functional daylight. Long summer days provide you with plenty of daylight hours for hiking. Winter days are much shorter. On the winter solstice, the shortest day of the year, you will experience a mere five hours and twenty-eight minutes of daylight.




  The trails in this book are used year-round by residents and visitors alike. In the higher elevations of Chugach State Park, snow can be on the ground August through May. Fortunately, trail use is not restricted to summer hiking. Many trails are intended for winter outdoor sports and can be explored using snowshoes, cross-country skis, dogsleds, and snow machines. There are more than 130 miles of winter walkways and over 140 miles of groomed ski trails for winter enjoyment by Alaskans and visitors to this amazing area.




  Flora and Fauna




  




  Just about any hike in this book, and certainly any hike in Chugach State Park, will quickly acquaint you with the variety of plant and animal communities existing in the Anchorage area. The interrelationship between the plant and animal communities is actually quite complex and ever changing. The unique ecosystems you’ll see throughout Chugach are affected by that particular area’s amount of precipitation, slope of the land, elevation, soil, wind, sun exposure, succession, and the people that occupy or use it. As you hike throughout different areas of the park, you will quickly notice the enormous differences in the principal habitats that support the plant and animal communities within them. The primary habitats in the south side of the park are completely different from what you will see on the north or west side. Each ecosystem can actually be broken down into smaller components.




  The waters of the Turnagain Arm border the park’s south side. This marine ecosystem also includes the intertidal zone, salt marshes, and mudflats—all supporting a variety of wildlife. The marine waters support a population of beluga whales, visible from several points along the Seward Highway. Other wildlife you will see in this area includes spotted sandpipers, gulls, mews, Arctic terns, Canada geese, and several varieties of ducks. The salt marshes and other wetlands in Chugach State Park are home to a variety of wildlife, such as river otters, muskrats, minks, brown bears, red foxes, songbirds, terns, gulls, and waterfowl.
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  Muskegs are a less-prominent habitat in the Anchorage area. A muskeg is basically a poorly drained depression, a former river basin, or old slough—too wet for tree growth. These are good places for bird observation. Numerous varieties of waterfowl, marsh birds, and even short-eared owls are quite common. Muskegs also support a variety of small mammals such as voles, lemmings, muskrats, weasels, and minks and the park’s only amphibian, the wood frog. As you observe the wildlife in these areas, also note some of the plant life around you, such as sphagnum moss, lichens, grasses, sedges and rushes, willow, cranberry, bog blueberry, black spruce, and alder.




  The riparian habitats are the zones around the lakes, rivers, and streams. The wildlife occupying these areas is many of the same ones you will see in the muskegs. However, the larger mammals such as black and brown bears, moose, river otters, beavers, and wolverines will frequent these zones. Bald eagles are common birds in riparian habitats. The dominant vegetation along the rivers and streams is cottonwood, willow, alder, poplar, and grasses, rushes, and sedges.




  There are several plants you will want to be able to identify before taking off onto the trails. One is called cow parsnip. This large leafed plant can cause a skin rash much like poison ivy commonly encountered in other states. Devil’s club is a brushy plant with large highly serrated leaves with very pronounced thorns on the stalk, stems and underside of the leaves. This one too should be avoided. It is easily identified. If you like to pick berries, be sure you can identify baneberry. All parts of the baneberry plant are highly toxic and it produces a red and sometimes white berry that is poisonous to children and adults.




  Many of Chugach’s trails begin in a coniferous forest. Where you are in the park will make a difference in the type of forest you may be standing in. Hemlock spruce forests are found largely in the Turnagain Arm area, along with mountain hemlock at the higher elevations. The dominant trees are a mix of western hemlock and Sitka spruce, towering over 100 feet high. This forest is actually a northern extension of southeastern Alaska’s temperate rain forest. A spruce-hardwood forest contains either white or black spruce. Often, but not exclusively, white spruce is located in the drier areas of the park and on southern slopes. Black spruce is on the north-facing slopes. Some other plants you will see in this type of forest are birch, aspen, balsam poplar, willow, and dwarf dogwood.




  

    THE BEARS OF CHUGACH




    Chugach State Park near Anchorage has bears, and you can expect to meet one almost anywhere. This does not mean you will see one; it does mean you should always be prepared on how to react if you do. There are bear encounters in the park every year, and young bears are known to venture into human spaces. However, most bears prefer to avoid people rather than interact with them, and if given the opportunity will do just that.




    The park has populations of both black and brown bears, with approximately 300 black bears and 65 brown bears in the Anchorage area and Chugach State Park. The two species cannot be identified merely by the color of their fur. Black bears vary in color from brown to black and have a white patch on the front of the chest. They range in size from 125 to 400 pounds, depending on the gender of the animal. The average length is 5 feet. In comparison, brown bears can be dark brown to blonde. Females weigh 200 to 600 pounds, males weigh 400 to 1,000 pounds, and the bears average 7 to 9 feet in length. Brown bears have a hump on their shoulders and a dish-shaped head. Black bears do not have the hump, and their head has a straight profile.




    If you are not bear savvy, become acquainted with bear facts before you venture out. Learn to become “bear aware” as you travel throughout the park and on any of the trails in the Anchorage area. There are several things you can do to ensure a safe and fun hike.




    • The first thing to remember is to always keep alert during a hike. Be aware of the trail both in front of you and off to the sides. Bears also use trails and roads just like humans. Look for bear signs along the way such as fresh scat and tracks.




    • When you hike, make noise as you proceed along the trail. Wearing bear bells, singing, whistling, and talking will alert any bears up around the next corner. Traveling in groups adds safety by generating more noise and visibility, alerting bears of your presence.




    • If you hike with your dog, leashed is safer than unleashed. Many unleashed dogs, retreating from a bear encounter farther up the trail, have brought a running bear back to their owner.




    • Try to avoid areas with thick brush or vegetation.




    • Know that windy days can make it more difficult for a bear to hear or smell you.




    • Avoid areas where there are fresh carcasses of mammals or dead fish. A bear will defend its food aggressively.




    Bears are somewhat predictable, but they do not like surprises nor do they like to be crowded. Do not try to approach a bear for a better photograph either on land or in a boat. Always keep a considerable distance between you and the bear, and change your course if possible to avoid the animal. Some bears are more tolerant of human presence than others, but all animals have an approach distance that makes them feel threatened when you get too close. If you enter that zone, the animal may react aggressively.




    [image: Black bears are common in the Anchorage area.]




    If you come upon a bear and the bear does not see you, slowly back up and retreat. If the bear does see you, identify yourself as a human. Do not run. Hold your ground, stand tall, and wave your arms and talk loudly until the bear retreats. A bear that stands up usually is curious and not a threat. If the bear charges, continue waving your arms and speaking in a normal voice. Almost all charges are bluffs, and the bear usually will stop within feet of you and then veer off. Under no circumstances should you run. Running can trigger a bear’s chasing instinct, and none of us can outrun a bear.




    The best defense against a bear is common sense, being part of a group and being alert when hiking in bear country. Always be reading the habitat around you and be aware of the things bears are interested in, such as salmon, berries, or moose. You can also carry an aerosol bear spray with you as an added measure of defense. However, the spray won’t do you any good if it is tucked away or hanging on the back of your pack or you don’t know how to use it. Always know which way the wind is blowing.




    Firearms are allowed in Chugach State Park. If you choose to carry a firearm, be sure it is one that can stop an adult bear. Unless you are quite skilled in shooting the weapon, it may become a bigger threat to you than the bear. More people are hurt by the guns they carry than by the bears they encounter.




    If your hike includes an overnight campout, be sure not to set up camp close to the trail or in an area with a lot of bear activity. Use a tent and camp in an open area where wildlife can see you. Cook at least 100 feet away from the campsite, and learn how to cache your food. And be sure to pack everything out that you carry in.


  




  The coniferous forest supports a vast variety of wildlife, much of which you’ll never see. The eerie fact is that there are a lot of eyes watching you as you go up the trail. Animals such as bears, moose, porcupines, foxes, coyotes, snowshoe hares, martens, squirrels, and lynx are all common. There is also a diverse mix of birds, such as juncos, pine grosbeaks, sparrows, common red polls, chickadees, nuthatches, owls, goshawks, woodpeckers, spruce grouse, and jays. Keep your eyes open and you will spot many of these.




  As you make your way up a mountain, you will notice another change in vegetation. The forest thins and the vegetation becomes intensely thicker, with thickets and shrubs. The dominant vegetation is alder, willow, and birch—favorites of the all-powerful moose. Alaska’s state bird, the willow ptarmigan, is also found at this level. This area is often called the subalpine, for obvious reasons. The tree line begins to end, just below the alpine tundra.




  The alpine tundra is above the tree line and is unique, with an abundance of wildlife, a multitude of miniature plants, and extraordinary views. The open land with low shrubs and wildflowers supports wildlife such as Dall sheep, mountain goats, wolves, coyotes, hoary marmots, wolverine, and brown bears. Forget-me-nots, the state wildflower, grow in the tundra soil. Other flowers such as mountain and bell heather, fireweed, western buttercup, and alpine meadow bistort are also part of the plant community, along with mosses and colorful lichens. Blueberry, crowberry, and cranberry are favorites for many explorers of the tundra terrain each fall.




  The variety of ecosystems, habitats, and terrains in Chugach State Park makes hiking this park an extraordinary and rewarding experience. It will create a desire for adventure and exploration and will leave you with a strong admiration for and a unique connection with the awesome beauty and vastness of the park.




  Wilderness Restrictions and Regulations




  




  Alaska’s Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation is dedicated to preserving the wilderness of Chugach State Park and helping you discover the unique features the park has to offer. Chugach State Park Headquarters is located at the Potter Section House State Historic Site, Mile 115, Seward Highway, south of Anchorage. (Call 907-345-5014 or e-mail at csp@dnr.state.ak.us for information.) Although overnight trip plans are not a requirement, they are suggested and can be filed with the rangers at Chugach State Park Headquarters.




  There are various rules for different outdoor sports within the park. However, hikers should be aware of the following general regulations while using the park:




  • Fireworks are not permitted in the park. They can be dangerous to other visitors, disturb wildlife, and cause fires.




  • Berries and edible plants can be gathered for personal consumption but not for sale. Other natural items, such as rocks, trees, and vegetation, should not be disturbed.




  • Fires are allowed in portable camp stoves, metal fire rings provided by the park, and on the gravel beds of the Eklutna River, Peters and Bird Creeks, and the main stem of the Eagle River at times of low water. Random campfires can cause scars that last for decades.




  • Wood that is dead and lying on the ground can be used for fires in park-provided fire pits.




  • Gold panning is allowed year-round, except in streams that support salmon. Only a pan and shovel may be used. No motorized equipment or chemicals are allowed.




  • Guns and weapons may be carried for self-protection. No target practice is allowed. During hunting seasons, guns may not be discharged within 0.5 mile of any campground, picnic area, ski area, or roadway in the park, including the Seward Highway.




  • Hunting and fishing are permitted during legal seasons. Hunting and fishing licenses are required. Contact the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 333 Raspberry Road, Anchorage 99518; (907) 267-2344.




  • Mudflats are located in the intertidal areas along the Turnagain Arm. Even though they look inviting to explore, they are extremely dangerous. The solid surface of the glacial mud can suddenly change to quicksand. Many people and animals have become trapped in the mud and drowned due to rapidly rising tides. STAY OFF THE MUDFLATS.




  • Pets/dogs must be on a leash at all visitor centers and campgrounds; barking is not permitted after 11:00 p.m.




  • Vehicles must remain on the roadway, in designated parking areas, or on camping pads. Posted speed limits and parking regulations are enforced.




  • Drones are not permitted in Chugach State Park.




  Park regulations and other park information can be found at www.dnr.state.ak.us/parks.




  GREEN TIP




  Consider the packaging of any products you bring with you. It’s best to properly dispose of packaging at home before you hike. If you’re on the trail, pack it out with you.




  Alaska’s Public Lands




  




  The state of Alaska has more than 379 million acres of land. Over 300 million acres of this land is considered public-use land. The state has 33,904 miles of shoreline and is one-fifth the size of the entire lower forty-eight states. With this come enormous opportunities for the traveler and explorer. What brings so many people to the state is the fact that much of this land is untouched by man; it is truly pristine Alaskan wilderness.




  Alaska has eight national parks, two national forests, 110 state parks, and 88 percent of the nation’s national wildlife refuges. The Tongass and Chugach National Forests are the two largest forests in the United States. Alaska’s Wood-Tikchik, nearly 1.6 million acres, is the country’s largest state park. At nearly 500,000 acres, Chugach State Park is North America’s largest park within an urban setting and the third-largest U.S. state park.




  Alaska’s public lands provide immense recreational opportunities for everyone. If you are looking for things to do, some of the more popular activities include fishing and hunting, horseback riding, hiking, mountaineering, rock climbing, panning for gold, wildlife viewing, photography, biking, boating, river floating, day cruising, road touring, camping, picnicking, snow skiing, snowshoeing, ice climbing, snow machines and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), and berry picking.




  In addition to Chugach State Park near Anchorage, popular public lands in the state include the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Glacier Bay National Park, McNeil River State Game Sanctuary, Portage Glacier and Russian River in Chugach National Forest, Kenai Fords National Park, Denali National Park, and Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve.




  The public lands in Alaska provide not just recreation for Alaskans and visitors but also food to eat, natural resources for extraction industries, and ecotourism opportunities for local economies. In addition to preserving the pristine beauty of the state, these public lands provide vital habitat and protection for wildlife. For more detailed information about Alaska’s public lands, contact the Alaska Public Lands Information Center in Anchorage (907-271-2737) or Fairbanks (907-456-0527), or visit www.nps.gov/aplic.




  How to Use This Guide




  To aid in quick decision-making, each hike begins with a short description of the hike to whet your appetite. Next come the “hike specs,” including where the hike starts; distance and type of hike; approximate hiking time; difficulty rating; elevation gain or loss; trail surface; best hiking season; other trail users; status on dogs; what agency manages the land; town(s) nearest the trailhead; any fees or permits required; useful maps; whom to contact for updated trail information; and special considerations or hazards.




  Finding the trailhead gives you directions from Anchorage to where the hike begins. Be aware that Alaska Highway 1 is called the Glenn Highway north of Anchorage and the Seward Highway south of Anchorage. Those are the names that will be used in this book.




  The Hike presents this author’s impressions of the trail. It isn’t possible to cover everything you will see, and who would want that anyway? Taking a hike is not just about exercise or getting outside. It’s also about exploring a place and learning about it on your own. The hike description is meant as a guide.




  Miles and Directions includes specific mileages and GPS coordinates to identify turns, trail junctions, points of interest, and options such as hike extensions or interesting detours. Hike Information lists sources of additional area information, campgrounds, purveyors of hike tours, outdoor/hiking organizations, outdoor equipment retailers, and local events and attractions.
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  North of Anchorage




  Most of the hiking trails north of Anchorage are located in Chugach State Park. The trails on the north side of the park are accessible from various points described in the individual hike descriptions. There is no single road that takes you into the park, and accessing different hikes will often require driving from one area of the park to the next. Sometimes access to the trailhead may even require several miles of hiking before you reach the official “beginning” of the trail.




  That said, the trails in this section will lead you into the vast mountain ranges and open tundra of Chugach State Park and provide you with opportunities to view much of Alaska’s wildlife. These trails can launch you on vast expeditions across the park through remote wilderness, or they can provide the simple pleasure of a short morning or afternoon walk. Either way, you can trust that these trails will introduce you to some of the most exceptional scenery Alaska has to offer.
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1 Albert Loop Trail





    




    This is an excellent hike for the entire family. Amazing scenery, boardwalks, viewing platforms, and an easy, flat trail are the main elements of the hike. The trail slightly descends down along the Eagle River and provides outstanding mountain views, wildflowers, lush vegetation and ample opportunities for spotting wildlife.




    




    

      Start: Trailhead behind the Eagle River Nature Center




      Distance: 3.2-mile loop




      Approximate hiking time: 1.5–2 hours




      Difficulty: Easy due to flat, smooth terrain




      Elevation loss: 51 feet




      Trail surface: Gravel and dirt with several boardwalks; can be muddy and wet in some areas




      Seasons: Best hiking June through early August. Closed during salmon season in mid-August through October.




      Other trail users: Heavily used during the summer months with school groups, local hikers, and tourists; horses permitted with a special-use permit from the park. Fat tire bike access to river provided during winter.




      Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs permitted




      Land status: State park




      Nearest town: Eagle River




      Fees and permits: $5 daily parking fee in the nature center’s private parking lot; state park parking passes not valid here




      Maps: Eagle River Nature Center map (available at the center); Imus Geographics Chugach State Park map (www.imusgeographics.com); USGS Anchorage




      Trail contacts: Eagle River Nature Center, 32750 Eagle River Road, Eagle River 99577; (907) 694-2108; www.ernc.org; open Tuesday through Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. June through August. Open Wednesday through Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. May and September. Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Friday through Sunday October through April.




      Special considerations: Portions of this trail are often closed August through November to allow bears undisturbed salmon fishing in the river.




      Finding the trailhead: Coming from Anchorage, follow the Glenn Highway north toward the town of Eagle River. After about 10 miles veer right onto the Hiland Road/Eagle River Loop exit. Turn right onto Eagle River Loop Road and continue for 2.5 miles. Turn right at the Lighthouse Church onto Eagle River Road and drive 10 miles to the Eagle River Nature Center parking lot. Hike down the trail directly behind the nature center for 0.5 mile. The Albert Loop Trail begins here at the signpost.


    


  




  The Hike




  




  This is one of several great trails at Eagle River Nature Center just 10 miles outside of the town of Eagle River. The nature center is a non-profit organization that offers community events, public programs and educational school programs throughout the year. They also offer guided family hikes and daily nature hikes during the summer months. Inside the center is an amazing display of local wildlife and a wealth of information. Start your journey here.




  [image: Common sight on the Albert Loop Trail]




  The easy 3-mile loop provides great views of the Eagle River Valley and Polar Bear, Eagle, and Hurdygurdy Mountain. It is a fun hike with wildlife viewing opportunities, wildflowers, boardwalks, bridges, and lush vegetation.




  Begin this hike just behind the nature center and proceed down the paved path on the Rodak Nature Trail. This is a popular stretch linking four trails, so plan on lots of company. However, it is closed to bicycles, motor vehicles, and horses (except by special-use permit).




  Technically, the trail does not begin until you meet the junction of Dew Mound Trail and the Historic Iditarod (Crow Pass) Trail at slightly less than 0.5 mile from the trailhead. At this point the Albert Loop Trail begins by continuing straight ahead while simultaneously following the Historic Iditarod (Crow Pass) Trail. A left turn is where you begin the Dew Mound Trail. Here the ground becomes wetter, and you cross your first boardwalk to get through the wetland.




  Hike another 0.5 mile to an intersection called Four Corners, for good reason. This is a prominent intersection with a resting bench. The Iditarod continues straight ahead, a left turn loops you to the Dew Mound Trail, and a right turn is the continuation of Albert Loop, which is what you want to take.




  Continue onto Darren’s Bridge and stop and view the large open marshy area on your left. This is a beautiful setting with an abandoned beaver lodge and remnants of the beaver dam that helped form this area. Continue a short distance to reach another signpost. This gives you an opportunity to visit the River Trail Yurt, one of three yurts in the area.. This one, located on the shoreline of the Eagle River, is often used by rafters and kayakers as an overnight resting facility while they travel downstream. It is also a favorite rental location for families and couples. Albert Loop continues to the right.




  ▶ The mosquito is often jokingly called Alaska’s state bird. The willow ptarmigan actually fills that niche. However, there are twenty-seven species of mosquitoes in the state of Alaska; sixteen are found in Chugach State Park.




  Further up the trail, you will find a well-marked bypass trail veering to the right. This is often used when the river is high or during the muddy season to avoid the lower wet areas near the river. If mud is not a concern for you, take the entire trail that borders along the Eagle River. This portion of the trail allows for off-trail exploring along the stone shore line and presents some awesome views in the valley.




  At approximately 2.8 miles you come to several small bridges and a rest stop. From here on, the trail becomes gravel and narrows; the vegetation changes from woodland to tall grasses just prior to meeting the Rodak Nature Trail. You can turn right and head down to the Beaver Viewing Platform or go left, which will return you to the nature center and trailhead.




  The Albert Loop Trail is a great nature trail and is used most of the year, other than several months beginning in August when it is closed because of bears fishing the Eagle River. In the winter months it provides excellent snowshoeing, hiking, and crosscountry skiing opportunities.




  Miles and Directions




  




  0.0 Start hiking behind the nature center. N61 14.043 / W149 16.262




  0.9 Continue straight at the Albert Loop trailhead (N61 13.584 / W149 16.107) and begin walking on a boardwalk. N61 13.532 / W149 16.127




  1.0 Turn right at the Four Corners intersection to stay on Albert Loop. N61 13.433 / W149 16.181




  1.2 Reach a marshy area to your left and boardwalk (N61 13.498 / W149 16.371), then cross Daren’s Bridge over an old beaver dam. N61 13.499 / W149 16.426




  1.6 Veer right, otherwise straight if going to the river yurt. N61 13.280 / W149 16.914




  1.7 Turn right to stay on the trail or left to view the river. N61 13.876 / W149 17.229




  1.9 Main trail joins the By-pass trail option used during wet seasons. N61° 13.545’ W149° 17.084’




  2.7 Come to the first of several bridge crossings and bench. N61 14.055 / W149 16.788




  3.1 The Albert Loop Trail joins the Rodak Nature Trail here. Turn left to return to the nature center. N61 13.967 / W149 16




  3.2 Arrive back at the trailhead. N61 14.043 / W149 16.262




  Hike Information




  




  Local information




  Anchorage Visitor Information Center, 546 West Fourth Avenue, Anchorage 99501; (907) 274-3531; www.anchorage.net




  [image: Albert Loop Trail]




  Alaska Department of Natural Resources Public Information Center, Atwood Building, 550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1260, Anchorage 99501; (907) 269-8400; www.dnr.state.ak.us/parks




  Alaska Public Lands Information Center, 605 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 105, Anchorage 99501; (907) 271-2737; www.nps.gov/aplic




  Chugach State Park Headquarters, located at the Potter Section House State Historic Site, Mile 115 Seward Highway (mailing address: HC 52 Box 8999, Indian 99540); (907) 345-5014; e-mail: csp@dnr.state.ak.us; open Monday through Friday 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.




  Camping




  Eagle River Campground (907-345-5014), Glenn Highway. Exit about 10 miles north of Anchorage onto Eagle River Loop and Hiland Road; nightly camping fee.




  [image: Past beaver activity along Albert Loop Trail]




  Hike tours




  Friends of Eagle River (operators of Eagle River Nature Center); (907) 694-2108; e-mail: ERNC@alaska.net




  Local organizations




  The Anchorage Adventurers Meetup Group; www.adventurers.meetup.com/109




  Mountaineering Club of Alaska, 2633 Spenard Road, Anchorage 99503; (907) 272-1811; www.mcak.org




  Local retailers




  Recreational Equipment Inc. (REI), 1200 West Northern Lights Boulevard, Anchorage; (907) 272-4565; www.rei.com




  Sportsman’s Warehouse, 681 Old Seward Highway, Anchorage; (907) 644-1400; www.sportsmanswarehouse.com




  Alaska Mountaineering and Hiking, 2633 Spenard Road, Anchorage; (907) 272-1811; www.alaskamountaineering.com




  Cabelas, 155 W 104th, Anchorage; (907) 341-3400; www.cabelas.com/Stores/Anchorage




  6th Avenue Outfitters, 520 W 6th Avenue, Anchorage; (907) 276-0233; www.6thavenueoutfitters.com




  Bass Pro Shops, 3046 Mountain View Drive, Anchorage; (907) 330-5200; www.basspro.com/Anchorage




  Local events/attractions




  Bear Paw Festival, Eagle River; July




  Alaska State Fair, Palmer; August and September




  An Anchorage calendar of events can be found at www.anchorage.net/events.html.




  

    
2 Rodak Nature Trail





    




    This popular trail at Eagle River Nature Center is usually packed with hikers, families of all ages and the family dog—all easily accommodated. The trail is wheelchair and stroller accessible, although there is a slight downward hill, which means you have to come up on your return to the center. It begins on a wide path to two viewing platforms—the Beaver Viewing Deck and Salmon Viewing Deck—and Eagle River Valley. There are interpretive signboards, abundant wildflowers, lush vegetation, wildlife viewing opportunities such as bear, moose, songbirds, shorebirds, and waterfowl—all coupled with great scenery throughout the hike. This is definitely a hike to take your camera.




    




    

      Start: Trailhead behind the Eagle River Nature Center




      Distance: 0.75-mile loop




      Approximate hiking time: 30 minutes–1 hour




      Difficulty: Easy




      Elevation loss: 51 feet




      Trail surface: Paved path and gravel with seating; wheelchair and stroller accessible




      Seasons: Best during summer months




      Other trail users: Heavily used during the summer months with school groups, guided daily nature hikes, local hikers, and tourists




      Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs permitted




      Land status: State park




      Nearest town: Eagle River




      Fees and permits: $5 daily parking fee in the nature center’s private parking lot; state park parking passes not valid here




      Maps: Eagle River Nature Center map (available at the center); Imus Geographics Chugach State Park map (www.imusgeographics.com); USGS Anchorage




      Trail contacts: Eagle River Nature Center, 32750 Eagle River Road, Eagle River 99577; (907) 694-2108; www.ernc.org; open Tuesday through Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. June through August. Open Wednesday through Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. May and September. Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Friday through Sunday October through April.




      Special considerations: None




      Finding the trailhead: Coming from Anchorage, follow the Glenn Highway north toward the town of Eagle River. After about 10 miles veer right onto the Hiland Road/Eagle River Loop exit. Turn right onto Eagle River Loop Road and continue for 2.5 miles. Turn right at the Walmart onto Eagle River Road and drive 10 miles to the Eagle River Nature Center parking lot. The trailhead is located behind the nature center.


    


  




  The Hike




  




  The Rodak Nature Trail is as popular with local residents as it is with tourists. It provides an easy, quick hike for the entire family on a nice weekend or an evening when you want to take a leisurely walk and just enjoy nature. Prior to walking the trail, take a few moments to go into the nature center. The center and staff can provide a wealth of information about the area—historical, natural history, Alaska’s flora and fauna, things to see, and recent sightings along the trail.




  [image: Eagle Peak and Hurdygurdy Mountain from Rodak Trail]




  ▶ The wood frog is the only amphibian found in Chugach State Park. This unique little creature’s body tissues are capable of completely freezing like a solid chunk of ice, allowing it to survive the harsh subzero winters of Alaska.
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Chugach Mountains backdrop downtown Anchorage
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Bluebells commonly seen on Alaska trails
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Black bears are common in the Anchorage area.
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Common sight on the Albert Loop Trail
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