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Dear Reader,

Chords are one of the most fundamental elements of playing guitar. Chances are, one of the first things you learned to play was a chord. Many players find themselves repeating the same basic chord shapes over and over in their music, yearning to break free. The guitar has a hidden magic—one that contains more chords and chord possibilities than you could ever imagine learning in a single lifetime. The fingerboard’s landscape of harmony is deep and powerful. This book is designed to be your guide through the maze that is fingerboard harmony.

There are a lot of chord books out there. What makes this one different? Instead of going overboard with every possible shape for every possible chord, I chose to be realistic. As a professional musician, I typically draw upon four or five comfortable shapes for a C Major chord, even though theoretically there are eighty-eight shapes for it.

In this book you will find five shapes for each chord, listed from low to high, to give you variety in your voicing. Feel free to explore; the chords range from simple to exotic, comfortable to difficult.

I hope you enjoy this book and never run out of uses for it.

Warm regards,

Marc Schonbrun
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Bill, thanks for teaching me my first chord: A Minor.

Look at what you started…
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About the Audio

The accompanying audio comprises one set of each chord in the key of E. There isn’t enough room for all the chords (all 2,400 of them), so the audio tracks will serve as a reference to the sound of each type and family of chords. You can use it as an ear-training guide, or even as a guide to show you which parts of the book you may wish to explore based on your reactions to the sounds you hear. The audio concludes with the chord progressions from Chapter 9 in their entirety.

All of the audio tracks are accessible here: www.simonandschuster.com/p/everything-guitar-chords-book or look for the QR code shown next to each track throughout the book:
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A complete list of tracks and titles can be found in the back of the book.

The audio was recorded at Herkimer Sound on a PowerMac G5.

Marc exclusively uses Brian Moore Custom Guitars, La Bella Strings, Walter Woods Amps, Flite Sound Cabinets, MOTU Digital Performer, and Native Instruments Guitar Rig.






Foreword

If you are a guitar player, one of the guarantees in life is that you will have to play chords. This multi-note instrument separates itself from single-note instruments such as the trumpet, trombone, saxophone, and flute by the fact that you can harmonize several notes at a time to create wonderful things called chords!

Chords are a large part of what brings people to the guitar. Whether you are accompanying yourself, accompanying a singer, playing rhythm guitar in a rock band, playing in a jazz quartet, jamming with some friends, or just looking for an escape from the rigors of life for a few minutes, chords provide mood and atmosphere, and add color and emotion to your music. Chords can sound cheerful (major chords), melancholy (minor chords), and aggressively powerful (power chords). They can resolve neatly, or they can leave you hanging (suspended chords). Chordal variation is one of the things that make studying the guitar such a rewarding—but also challenging—pursuit.

There are literally thousands of chords you could potentially play on the guitar. In this book, Marc Schonbrun wisely does not present the reader with every chord in existence. Such a book would be heavier than a bowling ball! Instead, he chooses to present five useful forms of the most frequently seen and heard chords in the musical world. The fact that he has presented them in all twelve keys makes it easy for the reader to find the necessary chord or chords to enhance the performance of a song.

The opening chapters of the book provide excellent explanations of how chords are built and used in different musical settings. Marc presents useful tips on how best to utilize this collection of sounds, and makes it easy for even a novice to learn from and use this book. The musical examples in the back of the book offer practical usage of the chords, and the included audio of the author playing the chords will help students to hear the correct voicings.

This reference book of chords will help guitar players of all levels enhance their overall chord knowledge, and will help to make any guitarist a more knowledgeable musician. Whether you are a veteran guitar player looking for some new sounds, or a beginning musician who wants to start out on the right foot, you will find this book to be an invaluable resource. Enjoy the ride as you embark on your journey to discover the beauty and complexity of guitar chords!

John Baboian

Associate Professor

Guitar Department

Berklee College of Music

Boston, Massachusetts
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