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CHAPTER 1

“You’ve been where?”

Will stared at Mina as if seeing her for the first time. She looked the same on the outside—a red-headed girl with determined green eyes. But he wondered what secrets and strengths she’d been hiding on the inside.

“I’ve been to the Nether,” she repeated. “You can’t brew potions without Nether wart. And that only grows in one place, Will.”

She carefully placed another potion bottle on the low stone wall. They were sitting in an indoor garden, sun streaming through the windows in the roof above. The potions in Mina’s glass bottles were as colorful as the poppies, roses, and sunflowers surrounding them.

“Ugh, I’m nearly out of potion of weakness and potion of healing,” she said, shaking the contents of the last two bottles in her sack. “That zombie siege in Little Oak took almost everything I had.”

Will glanced out the window at the charred fields of his brother Seth’s farm. “The zombies took almost everything Seth had, too,” he said. The indoor garden was one of the last green spaces near Little Oak.”

“I guess I’ll just have to go to the Nether and start over,” said Mina with a sigh, sitting back on her heels.

Will shushed her with a finger. “Don’t let Seth hear you say that. He’d freak out. He says people don’t come back from the Nether.” He searched the plants and bushes nearby, wondering where Seth was pruning now.

Mina shrugged. “Well, I came back, didn’t I? And I will again—with plenty of Nether wart. And ghast tears, glowstone dust, blaze powder …” She rattled off a list of potion ingredients as she slid her bottles back into her sack.
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Ghast tears? Blaze powder? Will imagined the mobs Mina would have to fight to gather those ingredients. What an adventure! He sprang to his feet. “I’ll go with you.”

Mina shook her head. “Thanks, but like you said, Seth probably won’t let you go.”

Won’t let me go? thought Will. He’d already been to the jungle, the Extreme Hills, and the Taiga. He didn’t need his brother’s permission to travel—he could go where he wanted. He was about to tell Mina that when the lilac bush across the cobblestone path began to shimmy and shake.
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