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There’s No Business Like Show Business


Nancy, Bess, and George clapped as Carla strutted onstage in a colorful Spanish flamenco costume. Her hands clacked a pair of castanets. But when she kicked up her heels, they didn’t get very far—thick wads of green chewing gum were stuck to the soles of her shoes!


Carla looked horrified as her shoes began sticking to the stage. She finally stopped dancing, tears in her eyes.


“Someone must have stuck the gum on my shoes!” Carla cried.







Join the CLUE CREW & solve these other cases!


#1 Sleepover Sleuths


#2 Scream for Ice Cream


#3 Pony Problems


#4 The Cinderella Ballet Mystery


#5 Case of the Sneaky Snowman


#6 The Fashion Disaster


#7 The Circus Scare


#8 Lights, Camera… Cats!


#9 The Halloween Hoax


#10 Ticket Trouble


#11 Ski School Sneak


#12 Valentine’s Day Secret


#13 Chick-napped!


#14 The Zoo Crew


#15 Mall Madness


#16 Thanksgiving Thief


#17 Wedding Day Disaster


#18 Earth Day Escapade


#19 April Fool’s Day


#20 Treasure Trouble


#21 Double Take


#22 Unicorn Uproar


#23 Babysitting Bandit


#24 Princess Mix-up Mystery


#25 Buggy Breakout


#26 Camp Creepy


#27 Cat Burglar Caper


#28 Time Thief


#29 Designed for Disaster
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This book is a work of fiction. Any references to historical events, real people, or real locales are used fictitiously. Other names, characters, places, and incidents are the product of the author’s imagination, and any resemblance to actual events or locales or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.
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CHAPTER ONE


Fans and Cancans


“Why do we have to wear these goofy pink coats?” George Fayne asked. She frowned at the vinyl coat draped over her arm. “What detectives walk around in these?”


“Dancing detectives!” Nancy Drew replied.


“Just like us!” Bess Marvin added happily.


The Clue Crew never wore pink trench coats when they worked on their cases. But the coats and giant magnifying glasses were the perfect costume for their big dance number.


“Who cares if they look funny or squeak when we move?” Nancy asked her two best friends. “We’re about to audition for Kids Can Dance!—one of the hottest shows on TV!”


“And meet Bryce Brown!” Bess squealed.


Nancy squealed along with Bess. Fourteen-year-old Bryce Brown was the singing, dancing star of the girls’ other favorite show, Middle School Meltdown. He was also one of the judges for the auditions.


“Don’t forget,” Nancy said excitedly, “the winning prize is a chance to dance on Middle School Meltdown.”


“And a one-thousand-dollar check,” Bess added. She turned to George. “What would you do with the prize money?”


“Buy a new coat,” George groaned.


Bess heaved a sigh. She and George were cousins but different in every way. Bess had blond hair, blue eyes, and fashion-forward clothes. George had dark hair and eyes and the coolest computer gadgets and gizmos. George didn’t mind being called a computer geek as long as she wasn’t called Georgia—her real name!


Nancy, Bess, and George hurried down River Street toward the River Heights Spotlight Theater. That’s where the auditions would be held for the next few days.


It was only Thursday, and the girls weren’t auditioning until Sunday. But everyone had to bring their costumes and music to the theater that afternoon.


“Remember, Clue Crew, no mysteries until the auditions are over,” Nancy said. “We have to—”


“Nancy!” Bess cut in as she looked back over her shoulder. “We’re being chased by a giant ice-cream cone!”
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“Huh?” Nancy turned around and gasped.


Sure enough, a giant ice-cream cone with arms and legs was racing toward them yelling, “Wait up! Wait up!”


George rolled her eyes and said, “That’s not ice cream. That’s just Henderson.”


The cone came closer. Nancy could see Henderson


“Drippy” Murphy’s face underneath the plastic swirl head.


Henderson’s dad drove the Mr. Drippy ice-cream truck. But that did not explain the ice-cream costume.


“Where are you going looking like that?” Nancy asked.


“Same place you are!” Henderson answered. “I’m trying out for Kids Can Dance!”


Henderson’s shoes tapped on the sidewalk as he danced for the girls. He then lifted his foot to show the steel tap on the bottom of his shoe.


“It’s my dad’s idea,” Henderson sighed. “He needs the prize money so he can buy a pretzel truck for the winter.”


“Because it’s too cold to sell ice cream?” Nancy asked.


Henderson nodded and said, “My dad needs a job badly.”


“Good luck, then!” Bess said before George jabbed her with her elbow. “I mean, good luck—but I hope we still win.”


The brown brick theater with the marquee was only a few steps away. Practicing their dance numbers outside were many kids Nancy knew from school. Some wore their costumes over their street clothes just like Henderson did.
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