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For our beautiful daughters, Abby and Elizabeth

—P. McD.
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On a cliff far above the blue waters of the ocean there stood a solitary lighthouse, and in this lighthouse lived a family.

They were: Pandora, the cat; Seabold, the dog; and Whistler, Lila, and Tiny, three mouse children.

This family had not always been together. They once were scattered far and wide, and none had ever guessed they would find one another one day.

For many years Pandora had lived all alone at the lighthouse, bearing her loneliness so she might save others by keeping the light burning.

Seabold had been a sailor, steering his little boat Adventure across the waters of the world.

And the three children—Whistler, Lila, and Tiny—had lived within the walls of an orphanage, until the night they escaped to the sea.

But one day Seabold washed ashore in a storm and Pandora found him. Then Pandora and Seabold, in turn, found the children, lost and adrift in the ocean.

Thus these wanderers came together, made a home, and thereafter they were the lighthouse family.

[image: Images]

Now it was fall. The children and Pandora and Seabold had enjoyed a lovely summer. Through the long days the children had collected rose petals and lavender, and now Pandora was kept busy each morning in the kitchen, making rose petal and lavender jellies for the winter table.
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Outside on these crisp, blue days, Seabold—with Tiny tucked snug in the roll of his wool cap—tended the fall garden. He planted onions, covered the beans, harvested the carrots and potatoes for cold storage, and sowed peas. Tiny watched his every move, full of delight. Tiny was very attached to Seabold.

And on these splendid mornings Whistler and Lila, the oldest children, explored the rocky shore. At low tide they climbed over the slippery stones, careful not to step on the barnacles or disturb the small crabs living in the crevices. If one of them disturbed a sea squirt who was hiding, the mice got a surprise shower!
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