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  PREFACE.

  

  The Author has not much to say by way of Preface. A portion of the material contained herein has been contributed by practical Horsemen and Veterinarians of the highest standing in the United States. It contains much of the kindly wisdom of John Tucker and the gentle thought of Harriet Biggie as they have been displayed in the pages of the Farm Journal. Much space has been given to the humane Training of the Horse, to his proper Housing and Feeding, to the Care of his Feet, and to the Education of the Colt. The Author is fully conscious of the incompleteness of the work, of its imperfections and omissions; but he has done the best he could in the space allotted, and hopes his book will be of permanent value to all into whose possession it may come.

  JACOB BIGGLE.

  ELMWOOD FARM.


  INVOCATION.

  

  When cold and wet, please rub me dry,

  And do not beat me when I shy;

  Give twice a week a hot bran mash,

  With corn and oats and salt a dash;

  Ten pounds each day of hay that’s free

  From dust—all you should give to me;
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  Feed twice a week, instead of oats,

  A pair of carrots—’twill shine my coat;

  When hot, don’t give me drink or grain;

  When cold, don’t stand me in the rain;

  Batten my stable warm and tight,

  And see that it’s kept clean and light;

  In winter, blanket close and bed me deep;—

  And you’ll find I’ll pay you for my keep.


  HISTORY.

  

  In all authentic history of the human race, we find the horse mentioned as the servant and companion of man.

  When the horse was first domesticated is not known, nor do we know of what country he is a native. Central Asia, Arabia and Central Africa each claims this honor, and we will not dispute the claims of either.

  In the time of Moses, horses were used in Egypt; and later on, Solomon kept and used large numbers of them. From Job’s vivid description it is evident that they were used and well bred in the countries farther east. Horses are represented in the carvings on the ruins of ancient Ninevah and in the marble friezes of the Greek Parthenon. When the Romans invaded Britain, they found the natives using horses of superior quality, and took some of them back to Rome.

  It is supposed that the Spaniards brought horses to South America as early as 1535? and that soon afterwards others were shipped to Paraguay. From these importations, it is thought there resulted the countless herds that have since spread over South America, and, passing the Isthmus of Panama, wandered into Mexico and California. In like manner, European settlers carried this noble animal to Australia, where, as in America, he has multiplied to a prodigious extent. He has, indeed, been diffused by the agency of man throughout the whole inhabited globe.

  [image: image]

  REFERENCE CHART.

  0. Poll or nape of the neck.

  1. Neck.

  1. Jugular gutter.

  2. Withers.

  3. Back.

  4. Loins.

  5. Croup.

  6. Tail.

  7. Parotid region.

  8. Throat.

  9. Shoulder.

  10. Point of the shoulder.

  11. Arm.

  12. Elbow.

  13. Forearm.

  14. Chestnut.

  15. Knee.

  16. Canon.

  17. Fetlock.

  18. Pastern.

  19. Coronet.

  20. Foot.

  21. Xiphoid region.

  22. Ribs.

  23. Abdomen.

  24. Flank.

  25. Sheath.

  26. Testicles.

  27. Buttock.

  27 bis. Angle of buttock.

  28. Thigh.

  28 bis. Haunch.

  29. Stifle.

  30. Leg.

  31. Hock.

  32. Chestnut.

  33. Canon.

  34. Fetlock.

  35. Pastern.

  36. Coronet.

  37. Foot.


  HORSE MAXIMS.

  

  JOHN TUCKER says:

  Proper food and lots of sentiment will make with good blood a good horse.

  The brush will save oats.

  There is a great deal of saving in a walk.

  It is all right to feed the horse hay only twice a day and the most at night.

  Find some way of keeping the horses busy all winter. Thus only will they keep sound and be ready for hard spring work when it comes.

  It is expensive to warm ice-water inside the stock.

  Horses eat dirt and gnaw their mangers front habit and because they want to.

  Ask the horses if they can’t help out the hay mow by eating the straw sprinkled with bran.

  If you must put frosty bits in some mouths, let it be your own. Suffering begets sympathy.

  HARRIET BIGGLE says:

  There are oats in the currycomb.

  There is more profit in coaxing than in kicks..

  Do not push the plow team the first week or you may get behind.

  If they throw up their heads and act timidly look after your stableman. Such acts speak louder than words.

  Carry the bridles with you to the house when you go to breakfast and put the bits near the stove while you eat.

  Be gentle, be kind, be patient.

  Always speak to a horse as you would to a gentleman.

  A horse can travel safer and better with his head hanging down or free than it can when it is checked up. By all means, let your horse have its head.

  The three greatest enemies of the horse are idleness, fat and a dumb blacksmith.

  Did you ever think of it? The whip is the parent of stubbornness. It is sure to be found somewhere in the pedigree of every balky horse. In training a young horse, use as intelligent brain instead of a cruel whip.

  Many a horse stands up all night because its stall is not made comfortable to lie down in.

  You cannot whip terror out of a horse or pound courage into one. Kindness and reasonable persuasion are the best weapons to use in training and educating a horse. If he shies or frightens, soothe and encourage him, rather than beat and abuse him.

  Give to me nutritious food;

  Give me water pure and good;

  When the chilling winds do blow,

  Over me a blanket throw;

  Shield me from all cruelty;

  When I’m old be kind to me.


  CHAPTER I.

  

  THE DIFFERENT BREEDS.

  

  Realizing that lack of space forbids a description of every breed and type of horse, it is our aim to describe only a few breeds that fad and fancy, which often mean practical utility, have brought to the front of modern popularity.

  Although the effort to improve the breeds of horses must have existed at all times, it has only been within the last few centuries that records have been preserved to us as to how this end has been sought and accomplished.

  The horse whose record has been most carefully preserved, and who no doubt has left a deeper imprint on most of the modern breeds of horses, is the English Thoroughbred. Although “Thoroughbred” is apt to bring to the mind the breeding of horses for racing purposes alone, we must not forget that the qualities of courage, endurance and intelligence have largely been derived through the Thoroughbred strain, and that good blood of any kind is apt to give stronger muscles, finer bones, better joints, and superior wind and lung power.

  It was during the reign of Queen Anne, in 1702-1704, that there was imported by a Mr. Darley an Arabian horse, which was called Darley’s Arabian, and from him almost all of the famous horses of later day were descended. But whatever we owe to the great number of horses which were imported into England, both before and after this time, much credit is unquestionably due to the native mares, which some authorities say were mostly Cleveland Bays, upon which the Arabian, Barb or Turk was grafted, and which laid the foundation for the modern Thoroughbred. By “thoroughbred” is meant a horse or mare that can trace for generations from sires and dams of pure blood, or from Arabs, Barbs or Persians, recorded in the stud-book kept for that purpose.

  Our illustration, made from a photograph from life, shows an Arabian horse, “Missirli,” one of two presented to General Grant by the Sultan of Turkey about the time of the Centennial.

  [image: image]

  GEN. GRANT’S ARABIAN.

  THE CLEVELAND BAY

  constituted a well-established breed in the Cleveland district, Yorkshire, Eng., as long ago as 1740. It was named from the location and his invariable color, ranging from light to very dark bay. For at least 150 years the Cleveland Bay has been renowned as deep enough in breeding to insure transmission of his popular and solid constitution and bay color, and has been considered the best general-purpose horse bred in England. During that time a few farmers kept the blood of the Cleveland Bay pure, and refused to mix it with other horses of the district. Some of the longtime farm leases of Yorkshire provide that the favorite Cleveland Bay mare and her progeny should be bred pure on that farm during the term of the lease, and this has preserved the breed in all its renowned essentials. Thirty years-ago a few breeders thus owned most of the mares that had been bred pure, when a sudden demand sprung up for horses with level heads, good constitution, large bone and endurance, and drew attention to this breed. Then its friends were rewarded by large prices for their horses. From that time they have been most carefully bred. They are especially desirable for family teams because of their fine style and action, level heads and good disposition. They are intelligent, sensible, good roadsters, and stylish. For this reason they are unexcelled as teams for wealthy city men who are willing and able to pay a good price.
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  CLEVELAND BAY FILLY.

  THE YORKSHIRE BAY.

  Among the finest carriage horses in the world is the high-class Yorkshire Bay, combining as he does the quality and grace of the Thoroughbred with the strength, color and beauty of form of the Cleveland. He is an ideal of all that is magnificent and useful in the carriage horse. His color is a rich, shining bay; his coat is as bright and fine and as glossy and as iridescent as that of the race horse; his legs, mane and tail are raven black, setting off the splendor of his golden color. He is strong and lengthy; he stands over a great deal of ground; his top has the flowing lines of the Cleveland back and level quarter; his ribs are well sprung; he carries his neat head and arched crest, as well as his high-set tail, with all the pride and grace of an Arab, and no bearing-rein is needed to make him bend. At rest and in action he is a golden picture of stateliness. There may be other breeds that lift the knee higher, but the movement of the Yorkshire Bay is fine and free; it is not a mere snapping of the knee and flexing of the hocks, but he moves smoothly, evenly and with liberty from the shoulders and thighs; stepping lightly and airily, yet with a long reach, he covers the ground swiftly and with ease.

  The Yorkshire Bay is a created type. Its home is the north and east ridings of Yorkshire. It has been formed by selection and crossing the Cleveland directly or indirectly with the Thoroughbred.

  THE FRENCH COACH

  horses are a combination of power, endurance and elegance that represents the outcome of centuries of government protection, and the careful breeding of the best horses obtainable, controlled by the best minds trained for the purpose and supported by unlimited means. No other civilized nation has ever taken the uninterrupted interest in the improvement of the equine race that France has evinced. As early as the feudal ages her stock of horses had a far-reaching fame, due to the individual necessity of the knight. As the government became more centralized, the powers of State became responsible for the production of a higher class of horses for military protection and equipment. As early as 1690, statistics prove France to have had 1600 horses in her federal studs. A century later this number had increased to 3239 stallions that sired 55,000 living colts. From 1815 to 1833 France bought 1902 stallions for public service, and of these 223 came from Arabia and other foreign countries. The remainder were selections principally within her own borders. In 1833 a royal stud-book was established, and since then the improvement in horses has been greater than ever. The Government has kept one central object constantly in view—’ to encourage the people by every possible means to a higher standard of breeding, and at the same time to furnish them the means by which to accomplish this purpose, by introducing in every locality the finest of the different breeds and types, which are offered for service to owners of choice mares at nominal fees. The animals mentioned are not all owned by the Government, but many are owned by individuals, and having been inspected and approved by the authorized officials, are employed at 300 to 3000 francs per annum, and others still, though not salaried, are recommended governmentally as worthy of public patronage. To prevent the use of inferior stock, all horses not authorized by Government are excluded from service. Besides this, large sums are annually expended as prizes for choice colts reared under governmental auspices.

  STANDARDBRED HORSES.

  A Thoroughbred horse is usually understood to be a running horse, while a Standardbred is one bred to trot. America and Russia are the only two countries where that artificial gait, the trot, has been bred for and highly developed. The importation of the thoroughbred Messenger, in 1788, was the beginning of an interest in trotting in this country and Canada. To-day almost every American trotting horse traces his pedigree back to old Messenger, who was foaled in 1780, and who in turn was descended from Darley’s Arabian. Messenger was gray, and was 15.3 hands high. He was an animal of great vigor and soundness, and was a natural trotter. He was the great grandsire of Hambletonian, of whom an illustration is given taken from a photograph. Hambletonian is the founder of the greatest trotting family the world has ever seen. He was foaled May 5, 1849, and died March 27, 1876, and was a beautiful bay, with white hind feet and a small white star in his forehead. His excellence consisted in his long trotting gait, his muscular development and the quality of his sinews and bones. He was never engaged in any race.
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  RYSDYCK'S HAMBLETONIAN.

  The leading families of Standardbred horses are the Hambletonians just referred to; the Membrinos, whose modern head was Mambrino Chief, a descendant of Messenger; the Bashaws, the Clays, the Stars, the Blue Bulls, the Canadians, the Royal Georges, and several Morgan families, to which a section of the chapter is devoted.

  THE MORGAN.

  The Morgan is termed by many the “American Hackney.” He is known as a stayer. The ambition among old Norfolk trotter enthusiasts was not to go a mile in two minutes, but an unlimited distance in a limited time. The aim was 100 miles in ten hours to saddle, and the Morgan has the ability. Circumstances of locality have influenced this breed for such a purpose more than any other class of horses. The hills of New England prevent stretches of speed, and encourage staying powers against adverse conditions. The old Morgan appears to have had size and contour similar to the old Norfolk, with greater substance. For long, steady, untiring work, the Morgan will unquestionably come to the front again in popularity.

  The history of the breed dates back to the foaling of Justin Morgan, in 1793. This horse was taken from his home at Springfield, Mass., when two years old, to Vermont. He was dark bay, fourteen hands, and 950 pounds. His walk was rapid and trot a smooth stride, and he was noted for courage, untiring action and beauty. Justin Morgan is conceded to have much Arabian blood in him. He left six entire sons—Hawkins, Sherman, Bulrush, Fenton, Revenge and Woodbury. Sherman, Bulrush and Woodbury left stock that has made them famous. From the first carne the Black horses: Ethan Allens, Lamberts, Knoxes and Herods; from Bulrush the Morrils and Fearnaughts, and from Woodbury the Golddusts and Magna Chartas. The Morgan is a trotting roadster, only that instead of turning off a fast mile he rapidly covers many miles with ease. His animation and eagerness make him a general favorite, whether for pleasure or business. The Morgans are a long-lived race. Justin died at 29, Sherman and Gifford at 26, Revenge at 22, Bulrush at 35, Billy Root at 23 and Royal at 37. Their prepotency for 100 years has been remarkable. The illustration shows Ethan Allen, one of the famous descendants of Justin Morgan.
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