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FOREWORD

“America is not a young land.” William Burroughs once said that, and he was right. America has been here for a long time. Not just the Natives who hunted mammoths across the land bridge. I’m talking about you and me, the Americans born in the twentieth century who are still here in the twenty-first. Our America has been here long enough to leave ruins behind.

Have you ever been to Detroit? You don’t even have to go to all the way to Eight Mile to see abandoned spray-painted middle-class houses stuffed with garbage bags and cast-off Christmas trees intersected with inhabited homes that have shiny mini-vans in the driveway and fresh-faced kids staring at you through the window.
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