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  Introduction

  _______________

  Ask the people I hold near and dear in my life and they will all tell you that when it comes to my handyman skills I’m more comparable to Doug Frobel than Roberto Clemente. Regardless of my inabilities, in 1990 I began construction on the only thing I would ever build in my life, my man cave.

  It was a place where my Pirates mementos that I had accumulated over the years could hang on the walls and sit on the shelves. It was also a place where I could sit on the new recliner my wife Vivian purchased for me as a Father’s Day gift and enjoy a young Pirate team that was on its way to winning the franchise’s first division championship in 11 seasons.

  As September rolled around, the new man cave was nearing completion. Finally done I would invite my high school pal and college roommate at Duquesne University, Bill Ranier, over to see the first event in the new room, a contest between the Bucs and the St. Louis Cardinals on September 30th. Doug Drabek tossed a three-hitter on his way to his 22nd victory of the season in a 2-0 win. The game clinched the National League east division championship for the Pirates as Bill and I spent the day reminiscing about the last title in 1979, a memorable campaign that we enjoyed as freshman at Duquesne. As we looked forward for what we hoped would be the sixth World Series championship, the ground work for what became our proudest writing effort, The Pittsburgh Pirates Encyclopedia, was formulated.

  Two years later, Drabek and the Pirates took a 2-0 lead into the ninth inning of Game 7 in the 1992 National League Championship Series. I was on the phone with Bill as I was watching the game with my neighbor Mark Richard in that same recliner. We discussed the upcoming World Series against the Toronto Blue Jays and the three of us concluded that Pittsburgh would be the favorites to come away with that elusive sixth title. Less than a half hour later from that same recliner, the joy turned to a stunned silence as Atlanta scored three times, the last by one of the slowest men in major league history, former Pirate Sid Bream, who slid past catcher Mike Lavalierre to destroy the hopes of the Pirate nation. I hung up the phone and turned off the TV as Mark and I sat silently in disbelief looking at a blank screen for at least a half hour. We had no way of knowing at the time that it would be the last winning season of any kind for the next three decades.

  Despite the fact it would be 20 plus years of futility, I continued to watch the Pirates religiously from that same recliner convincing myself this season would be the one, while Bill would eventually bring me down to reality. It was also from that same recliner that I wrote my part of our pride and joy which was released in 2003, 11 years into the “Curse of Sid Bream” while Bill pieced together his part from his own impressive baseball museum in the basement of his home. Twelve years have passed since we published the first edition, and the man cave, which turned 25 years old this year, has memorabilia jammed in every nook and cranny. The 24th anniversary also proved to be the end and beginning of three other important factors on our lives. First, my wife finally replaced that worn out recliner with a brand new chair, then the powers that be in the Pittsburgh Pirate organization finally found a formula to put together the long awaited winning team as the 21 year nightmare came to an end. Finally one of the greatest publishers of sports books, Sports Publishing Inc, was resurrected and has given Bill and myself the honor of completing the long awaited second edition of the Pittsburgh Pirates Encyclopedia.

  It’s amazing how things go full circle. While I still remain as inept a handyman as has ever graced this earth, our two man caves have now become what they originally had set out to be; a place where winning Pirate baseball is on display every evening between April and October. They are also man caves where we can compile the labor of love that is contained in these pages.


  Chapter 1

  The Beginnings: 1882-1900

  There were no $300 million franchise fees, no brand-new multimillion dollar facilities complete with luxury boxes, no expansion draft to stock the team, no . . . well, not even a spot in the National League. The Pirates, known as the Alleghenies for the first seven years of their existence, began their life in the old American Association. This was considered the second major league at the time, 18 years before the American League came to be. Beginning with their inaugural season in 1882, the Alleghenies were the forefathers of what we lovingly refer to today as the Pittsburgh Pirates.

  About the only thing similar to today’s ball club was that Pittsburgh played in a facility located on the North Side, Exposition Park, which sat in what now is a parking lot located right between PNC Park and the Steelers’ new stadium, Heinz Field.

  While Exposition Park shared a location with Three Rivers Stadium and PNC Park, its outfield dimensions were more along the lines of Forbes Field: 450’ to center and 400’ down the lines. Although Forbes was a little more intimidating with a 457’ mark in center, it was not as bad down the lines, going only 365’ to left and 300’ to right. It was not a home run hitter’s paradise.

  The Alleghenies, named after the city where Exposition Park was located (which was later annexed into the city of Pittsburgh), were owned by Denny McKnight. He also happened to be president of the American Association (AA), a conflict of interest that reared its ugly head a few years down the road.

  [image: image]

  The Alleghenies finished seventh in the 12-team American Association during the 1883 season.

  The first three seasons were fairly uneventful and unsuccessful as the team finished fourth, seventh, and eleventh respectively between 1882-1884. During the 1884 season, five managers went a combined 30-78, including George Creamer, who at 0-8 lost more games without winning one than any other manager in major-league history.

  Ed Swartwood, a 5’11”, 198-pound right fielder, was the first star of the franchise, leading the team with a .329 average in 1882 while leading the circuit in runs (86) and doubles (18).

  The following season, Swartwood won the first batting title in franchise history, hitting .356 with a league-high 147 hits and .394 on-base percentage while finishing third in slugging, at .475.

  1884 proved to be a memorable season for the American Association. It included a solid five-team pennant race and the play of Moses and Welday Walker, the last African-American ballplayers to participate in the majors until Jackie Robinson debuted in 1947. Unfortunately for Swartwood and Pittsburgh, their campaign was forgettable as the right fielder slipped to .288 in his last season with the Alleghenies while the club faltered near the bottom of the standings.

  Things turned around for the club the following year, as the AA reduced itself from 12 to eight teams in one of the first official cases of major-league contraction. This caused a new influx of talent to be distributed among the league, talent of which the Alleghenies took full advantage.

  Horace Phillips, the last of five managers to direct the club in 1884, and William Nimick, the new team president, helped recruit several new players including Ed Morris and Tom Brown from Columbus, the team Phillips formerly managed.

  Pittsburgh climbed all the way up to third place in 1885, finishing for the first time on the plus side of .500 at 56-55. Pitcher Morris would lead the way with a 39-24 mark, finishing second in the league in wins (and ironically second in losses too), leading the AA in complete games (63) innings pitched (581) strikeouts (298) and lowest on-base percentage (.247). He also finished third with a 2.35 ERA. His former Columbus teammate, Brown, was the only Allegheny to hit over .300, finishing at .307 while hitting four of the teams five homers and a Pittsburgh-best 68 RBIs.

  The 1886 campaign would be Pittsburgh’s best and last season in the Association, as they came in with a 80-57 record and finished in second place, 12 games behind the AA’s first World Series winner, the St. Louis Browns.

  Morris was again the driving force, tying the league-high with 41 wins on his way to a 41-20 record. He also led the circuit with 12 shutouts and had an AA low .258 on-base percentage. Ed finished third in ERA with a 2.45 mark.

  Pud Galvin, who won 364 career games on his way to being elected to the Hall of Fame in 1965, began the first of six years with the franchise with a 29-21 record and 2.67 ERA, two spots behind Morris at fifth in the league. Galvin had an outstanding move to first, as was evidenced by a game on September 23, 1886, when he walked the first three batters in the game only to pick each man off.

  In what should have been a high-mark season for the franchise, things were anything but, as the tale of Sam Barkley eventually led to the team becoming the first franchise to transfer to the rival National League.

  Barkley, a second baseman for St. Louis, was acquired early in 1886 before turning around and inking his name on a contract for the Baltimore Orioles. Chris Von der Ahe, the erstwhile owner of the Browns, felt Barkley rightfully belonged to Pittsburgh and talked him into going to the Steel City. Baltimore appealed, and it was decided that the second baseman would be fined $100 and belong to the Alleghenies the following season.

  McKnight, in the ultimate conflict of interest, refused the punishment and did not tell Barkley he would be suspended for the year. He was relieved of his post as president of the league. An irritated Barkley took the case to court and settled on a $500 fine and a lifting of the yearlong suspension.

  Nimick, frustrated at the whole event as well as what he perceived as poor treatment by his fellow owners, took his team to the National League as the NL was looking for a replacement for the Kansas City franchise closer to New York, Boston and Philadelphia in an effort to reduce travel.

  The irony of the whole situation is that Barkley only hit .266, although he did lead the team in RBIs with 69.

  Had the Barkley controversy not taken place, perhaps the Alleghenies would have stayed in the AA, a league which eventually folded after the 1891 season, never joining the National League. Therefore, perhaps, there may have never been a Pittsburgh Pirates franchise. One could deduce, in a backhanded way of course, that Sam Barkley was the father of the Pirates.

  With a new beginning in place and a solid second-place finish behind them, the club opened its first of 115 National League seasons in 1887 with a 6-2 victory over the defending NL champion Chicago White Stockings. Ten thousand people jammed Recreation Park for what would unfortunately turn out to be the highlight of the season.

  The club finished only 55-69 in its maiden National League voyage, far off Phillips’s pennant claim at the beginning of the season, despite a 28-21 performance by Galvin. Morris, the star of the previous two campaigns, fell to 14-22 with a 4.31 ERA, and the staff unceremoniously led the senior circuit in walks, with 246.

  Offensively, Alex McKinnon hit .340, but he missed a game on July 4 due to stomach cramps and shockingly died three weeks later of typhoid fever.

  Fred Carroll led the team with six homers and 54 RBIs while hitting .328. Barkley slumped to .224 in his last Pittsburgh season, heading to Kansas City of the AA and thus ending what was an uneventful yet pivotal career in the Steel City.

  The Alleghenies were mired in the second division over the next two seasons, 1888 and 1889, although there were nevertheless some notable events.

  Despite a 66-68 sixth-place finish in 1888, Ed Morris rebounded with a 29-24-2.31 season. Jake Beckley began his Hall of Fame career in the Steel City, hitting .343 in 71 games. Billy Sunday, a center fielder of some note earlier in the decade with Chicago, was at the end of his career as he began his three-year tenure with the Alleghenies by hitting .236 with 71 stolen bases.

  The following season in 1889, Horace Phillips, who had managed the team since 1884, suffered a nervous breakdown and was admitted into a mental hospital that he would never leave.

  Fred Carroll emerged as the star of the 1889 squad, spending time at first, third, behind the plate and in the outfield, hitting .330, and leading the team in slugging percentage with a .486 mark.

  When the Players League was formed in 1890, a league ideally formed to give its members more freedom and better pay, the Alleghenies were devastated by player defections. Ned Hanlon, Jake Beckley, Jocko Fields, Willie Kuhne, Ed Morris, Fred Carroll, and Pud Galvin all went to the new circuit (ironically all playing with the rival Pittsburgh Burghers), taking most of the franchise’s talent with them.

  Nineteenth-century baseball great Guy Hecker took over control of the beleaguered team. Pittsburgh used 46 different players in 1890, mostly teenagers and older players, en route to a pathetic 23-113 mark that included a 23-game losing streak.

  Greats such as Beckley, Hanlon, Morris and Galvin were replaced by names such as Peek-A-Boo Veach, Phenomenal Smith and Bob Gibson.

  Things got so bad due to lack of support (they had 17 paying customers at Recreation Park for one game) they played several “home” games in various local towns. Because they were so inexperienced they were dubbed the Innocents, which became their official nickname, at least until the following season.

  When the Players League folded after one season, most of the players in the circuit returned to their old teams. Even with all their stars back on their roster, the Innocents still finished in last place with a 55-80 mark. One player signed by the team from the Players League whom they didn’t have on their 1889 roster was second baseman Lou Bierbauer. He was signed by Pittsburgh despite the fact that he played for the Philadelphia A’s of the AA—the Athletics mistakenly left him off their printed reserve list. Philadelphia protested, claiming the Innocents had “pirated” him from them. Pittsburgh won the decision, got Bierbauer and gave birth to a nickname that would stay with them throughout the course of their existence: the Pirates.

  Despite hitting only .206 in 1891, Bierbauer became a staple in the Pirates’ lineup for most of the decade. There were two other notables who played on the last-place club that season: Pete Browning, one of the greatest hitters ever produced in the nineteenth century with a .343 lifetime average good for tenth all-time, hit only .291 in half a season before moving on to Cincinnati; and a catcher from Buffalo of the Players League by the name of Connie Mack, who later on would become one of the most famous managers ever to grace the sport. For now he would be famous for icing the ball down to deaden it before a game.

  After a few years in Recreation Park, the Pirates moved into Exposition Park II in 1892. It was by all accounts a much nicer facility, except for one problem. Like most of the city during that time period, it flooded frequently. On some occasions, so as not to call the game off, a ball hit to a watery part of the field would be ground-ruled a single.

  1892 also brought with it a changing of the guard. William A. Nimick, who took the club over in 1885 and successfully orchestrated the move from the American Association to the National League, had become less and less interested in the team and had begun to fight more and more with team president J. Palmer O’Neill, which put the club in disarray. William Kerr and Phil Auton would come to the rescue, purchasing the franchise, although Kerr would prove to be somewhat of a Steinbrenner-esque owner: a quick tempered man who liked to change managers often.

  The American Association folded before the 1892 season, and the National League was now the only game in town. The NL decided to split its season in half, with the first-half winner meeting the second-half one for the title. With the team en route to a sixth-place, 37-39 first-half finish, manager Tom Burns was let go and Al Buckenberger took over, guiding them to a 43-34 second half to finish the season 80-73, their first-ever plus-.500 finish since joining the senior circuit.
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  In 1893, the Pirates finished in second place, at 81-48, five games behind the Boston Beaneaters.

  Beckley had a strong season, hitting 10 homers with 96 RBIs, while Patsy Donovan led the club in hitting, at .294. The original Steel Town star, Ed Swartwood, would come back to Pittsburgh for one final hurrah, hitting .238 in only 42 at-bats.

  Things improved steadily over the next season as baseball decided to move the mound from 55 feet from home plate back to 60’6”, the distance it has remained throughout the years. The Pirates continued their rise up through the standings in 1893, finishing in second place at 81-48, five games behind the Boston Beaneaters. Frank Killen, whose fastball was one of the main reasons for the moving of the mound, led the circuit in wins with a 36-14 record. He had come over from Washington in the offseason for Charley Farrell, after a contract dispute in which he had held out all spring.

  Offensively, Pittsburgh was also dominant, led again by Beckley and his 106 RBIs. Elmer Smith, who had once won 30 games before an arm injury ended his pitching days, proved to be as good a hitter as he was a pitcher, with a .346 average and 103 runs knocked in.

  The closeness of the race persuaded team president William Temple to have a cup made in his name, so that the season’s first- and second-place teams could face off in a postseason best-of-seven series to determine a true champion. Unfortunately for the second-place Pirates, this would not take effect until the following season.

  Former Pittsburgh manager Ned Hanlon, who took over the reins of the club in 1889 (when Phillips had his nervous breakdown) and subsequently only to have twice left the club, once for the Players League and once after a squabble with O’Neill, was now in charge of one of the greatest franchises of the nineteenth century, the Baltimore Orioles. Connie Mack took over for Buckenberger and finished the season 12-10. The Bucs fell to 65-65 in 1894. It was the first managerial campaign in what would turn out to be an illustrious 53-year Hall of Fame career.

  Pittsburgh hit .312 as a team in what were perhaps the most dominant offensive periods in the game’s history. Beckley, 8-120-.343, center fielder Jake Stenzel, 13-121-.354 and Bierbauer, 3-107-.303 were the offensive stalwarts in this season.

  Although the team improved to 71-61 in 1895, it was still mired in seventh in the 12-team field, as Beckley, 5-110-.328, and Stenzel, 7-97-.374, again were the driving forces.

  The pitching staff, which reduced its ERA from 5.60 to 4.05, was the catalyst for the team’s improvement. Pink Hawley led the way at 31-22, which was tied for second in the NL in wins.

  Mack returned for one last season at the helm of the Pirates ship in 1896, once again finishing over .500 at 66-63. He quit at the end of the season rather than endure any more of Kerr’s outbursts.

  Killen again returned to the forefront, winning a National League-high 30 games in a 30-18 campaign. He became the last National League lefty to win 30 games in a season.

  With the loss of Mack, Patsy Donovan took over the reins of the club in 1897 as the Bucs tumbled back down to eighth place with a 60-71 mark. Killen tied for the league lead in complete games with 38 but could not repeat his phenomenal 1886 performance, falling to 17-23.

  The revolving managerial door continued to swing in 1898 as Bill Watkins took over the club, leading them to a 72-76 record and another eighth-place finish. Jesse Tannehill was one of the lone bright spots, coming in at 25-13 with a 2.95 ERA. Donovan, who had relinquished his managerial duties, was the only regular to eclipse the .300 plateau, with a .302 average.

  After a 7-15 start in 1899, Donovan regained the post of manager of the team from Watkins, leading the club to a 69-58 record the rest of the way to finish the last season of the nineteenth century at 76-73.

  Rookie third baseman Jimmy Williams led the league in triples with 27, while compiling an impressive 9-116-.355 campaign.

  The parts of the upcoming dynasty were falling into place, as center fielder Ginger Beaumont, 3-38-.352, and pitchers Sam Leever, 21-23-3.18, and Tannehill, 24-14-2.73, all played significant parts in 1899.
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  In his first season with the Pirates (1900), Honus Wagner (bottom row, third from left), hit .381 and won his first batting title.

  Even though the team broke the .500 level in 1899, it still needed a big infusion of talent to make it a championship club. Lady Luck would shine down on Pittsburgh in the offseason as John Brush, owner of the Cincinnati club, backed out of his intentions to buy the Pirates and Louisville owner Barney Dreyfuss, whose team was about to be contracted by the senior circuit, stepped to the forefront. He bought 50 percent of the club and arranged a “trade” with Louisville, sending $25,000, Jack Chesbro, George Fox, John O’Brien and Art Madison to the Colonels for Fred Clarke, Claude Ritchey, Tommy Leach, Chief Zimmer, Deacon Phillippe, Tacks Latimer, Patsy Flaherty, Rube Waddell, Walt Woods, Icebox Chamberlain, Mike Kelly, and the man who would become the greatest shortstop the game has ever known: Honus Wagner. Fred Clarke not only had a Hall of Fame career as a left fielder, but he also became the greatest manager in the history of the franchise.

  Once Louisville officially folded, Chesbro came back into the fold, and the club was now set for what was an unprecedented run at the National League crown. The greatest move in Pirates history brought the Pirates to a second-place finish at 79-60 in 1900 as Clarke took over the reins of the team and Wagner won his first batting crown with a .381 mark.

  The beginnings of the great Pirates pitching staff in the early 1900s were in place as Tannehill won 20 games for a third consecutive season, going 20-6, while Phillippe was 20-13 and Leever and Chesbro finished with matching 15-13 marks. Future Hall of Famer Rube Waddell took the NL ERA crown with a 2.37 mark while leading the circuit in strikeouts, with 130.

  The wheels were now put into motion for what would be four National League pennants and the world championship in 1909, the year that the Pirates would leave the flood-plagued North Side. They returned 61 years later to a place by the name of Three Rivers Stadium (a venue also noted for its flooding, moreso of the offices than the field) and for the magnificent Forbes Field. It would be the greatest run in the franchise’s history, and it all began with the most lopsided trade in sports history.

  CLUB LEADERS 1887-1900

  
    
      	Batting Average (1000 AB)
    

    
      	1. Jake Stenzel
      	361
    

    
      	2. Elmer Smith
      	325
    

    
      	3. Jimmy Williams
      	319
    

    
      	4. Ginger Beaumont
      	311
    

    
      	5. Patsy Donovan
      	307
    

  

  
    
      	Hits
    

    
      	1. Patsy Donovan
      	1283
    

    
      	2. Jake Beckley
      	1137
    

    
      	3. Elmer Smith
      	958
    

    
      	4. Doggie Miller
      	800
    

    
      	5. Lou Bierbauer
      	759
    

  

  
    
      	Runs
    

    
      	1. Patsy Donovan
      	839
    

    
      	2. Jake Beckley
      	699
    

    
      	3. Elmer Smith
      	643
    

    
      	4. Doggie Miller
      	476
    

    
      	5. Jake Stenzel
      	423
    

  

  
    
      	Wins
    

    
      	1. Frank Killen
      	112
    

    
      	2. Pud Galvin
      	93
    

    
      	3. Jesse Tannehill
      	78
    

    
      	4. Pink Hawley
      	71
    

    
      	5. Red Ehret
      	53
    

  

  
    
      	Bases on Balls
    

    
      	1. Frank Killen
      	519
    

    
      	2. Mark Baldwin
      	422
    

    
      	3. Pink Hawley
      	373
    

    
      	4. Red Ehret
      	326
    

    
      	5. Pud Galvin
      	288
    

  

  
    
      	Home Runs
    

    
      	1. Jake Beckley
      	43
    

    
      	2. Elmer Smith
      	30
    

    
      	3. Jake Stenzel
      	26
    

    
      	4. Doggie Miller
      	17
    

    
      	5. Lou Bierbauer
      	16
    

  

  
    
      	Doubles
    

    
      	1. Jake Beckley
      	186
    

    
      	2. Elmer Smith
      	129
    

    
      	3. Doggie Miller
      	123
    

    
      	4. Patsy Donovan
      	121
    

    
      	5. Jake Stenzel
      	116
    

  

  
    
      	Stolen Bases
    

    
      	1. Patsy Donovan
      	312
    

    
      	2. Jake Stenzel
      	188
    

    
      	3. Billy Sunday
      	174
    

    
      	4. Doggie Miller
      	174
    

    
      	5. Elmer Smith
      	173
    

  

  
    
      	Losses
    

    
      	1. Pud Galvin
      	82
    

    
      	2. Frank Killen
      	82
    

    
      	3. Pink Hawley
      	61
    

    
      	4. Red Ehret
      	59
    

    
      	5. Ed Morris
      	58
    

  

  
    
      	Strikeouts
    

    
      	1. Frank Killen
      	467
    

    
      	2. Pink Hawley
      	367
    

    
      	3. Mark Baldwin
      	354
    

    
      	4. Pud Galvin
      	335
    

    
      	5. Harry Staley
      	273
    

    
      	5. Red Ehret
      	273
    

  

  
    
      	Saves
    

    
      	1. Jesse Tannehill
      	4
    

    
      	2. Sam Leever
      	3
    

    
      	3. Bill Hart
      	2
    

    
      	4. Brownie Foreman
      	2
    

    
      	5. Jake Hewitt
      	2
    

  

  
    
      	RBIs
    

    
      	1. Jake Beckley
      	661
    

    
      	2. Elmer Smith
      	467
    

    
      	3. Jake Stenzel
      	424
    

    
      	4. Doggie Miller
      	421
    

    
      	5. Lou Bierbauer
      	337
    

  

  
    
      	Triples
    

    
      	1. Jake Beckley
      	112
    

    
      	2. Elmer Smith
      	99
    

    
      	3. Lou Bierbauer
      	56
    

    
      	4. Patsy Donovan
      	55
    

    
      	5. Jake Stenzel
      	51
    

  

  
    
      	Slugging Percentage (1000 AB)
    

    
      	1. Jake Stenzel
      	530
    

    
      	2. Jimmy Williams
      	474
    

    
      	3. Elmer Smith
      	466
    

    
      	4. Jake Beckley
      	442
    

    
      	5. Denny Lyons
      	424
    

  

  
    
      	ERA (500 IP)
    

    
      	1. Sam Leever
      	2.97
    

    
      	2. Jesse Tannehill
      	3.05
    

    
      	3. Mark Baldwin
      	3.14
    

    
      	4. Pud Galvin
      	3.19
    

    
      	5. Harry Staley
      	3.21
    

  

  
    
      	Winning Percentage (50 Dec.)
    

    
      	1. Jesse Tannehill
      	650
    

    
      	2. Frank Killen
      	577
    

    
      	3. Pink Hawley
      	538
    

    
      	4. Pud Galvin
      	531
    

    
      	5. Sam Leever
      	507
    

  


  Chapter 2

  The Modern Era: 1901-2014

  1901

  Record: 90-49 (.647)

  Finish: National League Champions, 7.5 Games Ahead

  The American League, which came into being for the 1901 campaign, had a direct effect on the Pirates and their run at the pennant despite the fact that the two leagues would not meet during the season.

  After finishing only 4.5 games behind Brooklyn in 1900, the Superbas, as the Dodgers were previously known, lost three key players to the new rival league. Pitcher Joe McGinnity, 29-9 in 1900, went to Baltimore; third baseman Lave Cross, who hit .293 with a league-high .943 fielding percentage, was off to Philadelphia; and center fielder Fielder Jones, .310, signed with the Windy City’s entrant in the new circuit. The Pirates went untouched by the American League, which led Pittsburgh to a 12-game turnaround, beating Brooklyn by 7.5 games for their first title.

  Things did not start off so smooth for the Bucs in 1901. They lost to the Reds on June 1, 4-3, following a disputed call by umpire Bert Cunningham, whom the Pirates got in the famous Louisville trade and then proceeded to cut. Cunningham ruled Kitty Bransfield out at first, costing the Pirates the tying run to end the game and resulting in 2,000 fans storming the field at Exposition Park. Pittsburgh stood at just 16-15 at the time, 3.5 games off the pace, in fourth place. They immediately went on a 13-2 streak, culminating with a 7-0 win against the Giants on June 20, a game in which Honus Wagner became the first player in the new century to steal home twice in one game. The Pirates seized the top spot and never looked back, holding first place the rest of the way except for a short time on July 4.

  There were some other notable moments during the year. On July 1, the Bucs were shut out by the Phillies, 1-0. The game was the only shutout of the Pirates’ season and set a twentieth-century National League record. Another important moment was on September 27, which became one of the most memorable days in the short history of the franchise to this point as Deacon Phillippe tossed the Pirates past Brooklyn 5-4 to clinch the pennant.

  Five Pirates hit .300. Wagner, .353 and fifth in the NL, Ginger Beaumont (.332), Fred Clarke (.324), Lefty Davis (.313), and Tommy Leach (.305), all went over the mark. Wagner led the circuit in RBIs, with 126.
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  The Pirates moved into Exposition Park II in 1892, but like most of the city during that time period, it flooded often. This photo was taken on the streets outside of Exhibition Park in 1901 and offers a glimpse of its grandstand in the distance.

  On the mound, Phillippe, 22-12-2.22, Jack Chesbro, 21-10-2.38, Jesse Tannehill, 18-10-2.18, and Sam Leever, 14-5-2.86, proved to be the best starting rotation in the league as they combined for a league-low 2.58 ERA. Tannehill and Phillippe would go 1-2 for the ERA crown.

  1901 was a memorable campaign, the beginning of the greatest three-year swing in the club’s history.
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  1902

  Record: 103-36 (.741)

  Finish: National League Champions, 27.5 Games Ahead

  The Pirates began defense of their inaugural NL crown on April 17 in St. Louis, as Deacon Phillippe shut out the Cardinals 1-0. Unlike the prior season, Pittsburgh caught fire from the beginning with a 30-6 record by the end of May.

  The hot streak would make St. Louis owner Frank DeHaas look bad, as he bet Pittsburgh $10,000 in early April that they would not repeat as NL Champions. Not only did he lose, he was embarrassed.

  The Bucs not only repeated as National League champions, but in the process, they set themselves up as one of the most dominating teams in the history of the national pastime. Their .741 winning percentage is the second best all-time next to the .763 mark that the 1906 Cubs put up and well ahead of the 1909 Pittsburgh club, which had a .724 winning percentage. Their overall run differential per game (runs scored minus runs given up) of 2.36 is the most dominant in the annals of the sport next to two powerhouse clubs in the city that doesn’t sleep: the 1939 and 1927 New York Yankees. In National League history, the 2.36 mark is a figure that has never been topped.

  So superior was this team that they led the NL in runs with 775, which was a full 142 more than the number two team. They were first in hits, doubles, triples, batting average, on-base percentage, and slugging as well as on the pitching side with shutouts, least walks, strikeouts, opponents’ on-base percentage, and most impressively, fewest home runs given up—four, a major-league record that certainly will never be broken.

  How did this club get to this point? Some historians feel that when Ban Johnson went on his raids of the National League to form the new American League, he left Pittsburgh alone in an effort to make them a superior team, crushing their competition to make what amounted to a poor pennant race, detracting interest from the league and in essence creating poor fan support for the senior circuit. While this theory is intriguing, there is not a lot of substantial evidence to necessarily support it, as apparently Johnson did pursue Pirates players earlier on.

  Another theory that is bantered around is that Pirates boss Barney Dreyfuss was a good owner, who when faced with the threat of the rebel league gave his good players competitive contracts to sign and demanded their loyalty. He also bought up land around the city to prevent the American League from building a stadium and putting a club in the Steel City. While there were not many players who abandoned Dreyfuss until this point, several key members eventually made the move the following season, which is fully chronicled in the sidelight that follows. Despite what was about to happen, for the time being, all seemed perfect in Pittsburgh, or at least close to it.

  Not all good things happened to the Pirates this season, as starting right fielder Lefty Davis, hitting .280 at the time, broke his leg sliding into second base and was lost for the season on July 11 during a 6-3 victory over New York. Davis, who had a very promising beginning to his career, was never the same after the injury, hitting only .234 after coming back, 53 points under his pre-injury career mark.

  With the pennant long since decided and the season winding down to an end, one of the strangest moments in the history of the franchise occurred on October 4, the season finale. The Pirates were going for a record 103rd win against the fourth-place Reds, who were 33 games out at the time. It was a rainy day in the Steel City, and with nothing to play for, Cincinnati just wanted to cancel the game and go home. Pittsburgh owner Barney Dreyfuss insisted on playing, so an irritated Reds manager, Joe Kelley, sent his players into positions they weren’t accustomed to. Rookie pitcher Rube Vickers set a major-league record of six passed balls from behind the plate as former Allegheny great Jake Beckley, normally a first baseman, acted as the starting pitcher. The Pirates, of course, got their record-setting victory, 11-2, in the mockery. Dreyfuss refunded the ticket price to all 1,200 fans who braved one of the game’s most embarrassing moments.

  Individually, the club also dominated, as Beaumont won the batting title at .357, while Clarke (.316), Wagner (.329), and Kitty Bransfield (.305) all broke .300. Tommy Leach slumped to .280 but led the NL in homers with six, the lowest mark at the time since 1887. Wagner, who stole second, third and home in a game on August 13, won a second consecutive RBI title at 91, with Leach right behind at 85.

  The mound corps was led by the greatest season a Pirate hurler had in the twentieth century: Jack Chesbro and his league-leading 28 wins, six defeats, and 2.17 ERA campaign. Phillippe and Tannehill both topped 20 wins with 20-9-2.05 and 20-6-1.95 seasons, respectively.

  Again the Bucs would end the season with the NL Crown and nobody left to play. That would end the following season when both leagues would agree to have their champions meet in a new enterprise, what we refer to today as the World Series.
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    A COMPARISON OF THE 1902 PIRATES VS. THE 1935 CRAWFORDS

    While the 1935 Crawfords are widely considered the best club ever turned out by the Negro Leagues, the 1902 Pirates cruised to the National League title with a .741 winning percentage, second in the history of the game, while outscoring their opponents by an incredible 335 runs, the third best figure of all time. This sidelight will compare the two clubs to see who would win the mythical championship of Pittsburgh.

    TALE OF THE TAPE

    
      
        
        
      
      
        	
          1902 PIRATES

        
        	
          1935 CRAWFORDS

        
      

      
        	
          1B KITTY BRANSFIELD

        
        	
          1B OSCAR CHARLESTON

        
      

    

    ANALYSIS: Bransfield was a decent first baseman and a .300 hitter before his 1903 knee injury. Charleston was compared to Babe Ruth and, even though he was nearing the end of his career, was more powerful and still a more potent offensive threat.

    ADVANTAGE: CHARLESTON

    
      
        	
          2B CLAUDE RITCHEY

        
        	
          2B PAT PATTERSON

        
      

    

    ANALYSIS: Patterson was a switch hitter, a good contact hitter, and a good fielder who had one of his best seasons in 1935, hitting .376. Ritchey had been a solid .290 hitter who slumped to .277 in 1902.

    ADVANTAGE: PATTERSON

    
      
        	
          SS HONUS WAGNER

        
        	
          SS CHESTER WILLIAMS

        
      

    

    ANALYSIS: While Williams was a good hitter throughout his career with decent gap power, he did not have one of his best seasons, hitting only .245, while Wagner is one of the greats of all time who hit .329 with a league-high 91 RBIs.

    ADVANTAGE: WAGNER

    
      
        	
          3B TOMMY LEACH

        
        	
          3B JUDY JOHNSON

        
      

    

    ANALYSIS: Johnson was one of the great all-around players in Negro League history and a Hall of Famer. This season, though, he hit only .263, while Leach not only hit a solid .280 but also knocked in 85 runs with a league-high six homers. Over the course of a career, you take Johnson almost every time, except for this time.

    ADVANTAGE: LEACH

    
      
        	
          LF FRED CLARKE

        
        	
          LF JIMMIE CRUTCHFIELD

        
      

    

    ANALYSIS: Crutchfield was a fast, solid defensive player who hit .327 in 1935; Fred Clarke is a Hall of Famer who also had a nice season with a .321 average.

    ADVANTAGE: CLARKE

    
      
        	
          CF GINGER BEAUMONT

        
        	
          CF COOL PAPA BELL

        
      

    

    ANALYSIS: While Beaumont was a terrific hitter who led the league in hitting at .357, Bell is widely considered the fastest man in the history of the game and also hit .320 with 10 doubles, good for fourth in the league, and a second best eight triples. Bell also led the league in stolen bases and was also one of the best, if not the best, defensive center fielders regardless of league. Even though Beaumont had a great season, Bell was at his best and was truly a better all-around threat.

    ADVANTAGE: BELL

    
      
        	
          RF LEFTY DAVIS

        
        	
          RF SAM BANKHEAD

        
      

    

    ANALYSIS: Davis was a decent hitter who was at .280 when he broke his leg sliding into second midway during the season. It was an injury from which he never recovered. Bankhead was a fast player, fourth in the league in both stolen bases and triples while hitting .298 for the season. Bankhead also was said to have one of the finest arms in Negro League history. One that has been compared to Roberto Clemente’s.

    ADVANTAGE: BANKHEAD

    
      
        	
          CA HARRY SMITH

        
        	
          CA JOSH GIBSON

        
      

    

    ANALYSIS: Smith split time with Chief Zimmer and Jack O’Connor as the three men hit .189, .268 and .294 respectively with 1 for O’Connor. Gibson was considered one of the greatest hitters not only in Negro League history, but in all baseball history. He hit .355 for the year with a league-leading 16 homers. Over the course of his career, Gibson averaged 51 homers per every 550 at-bats, the approximate at-bats of an average major-league season. Although some say he would have shattered the all-time home run mark had he played in the majors, the great Bob Feller, who pitched against Gibson in exhibition games, had his doubts. “He couldn’t hit a curveball. He was a very fine fastball hitter, but if he played in the majors, he wouldn’t have hit the curve, although he would have been a good major leaguer.” Despite his inability to hit a curveball, he was still head and shoulders above the Pirates’ triumvirate.

    ADVANTAGE: GIBSON

    THE STARTING PITCHERS

    
      
        	
          PI JACK CHESBRO

          DEACON PHILLIPPE

          JESSE TANNEHILL

          SAM LEEVER

        
        	
          PI LEROY MATLOCK

          ROOSEVELT DAVIS

          BERTRAM HARRIS

          BILL HARVEY

        
      

    

    ANALYSIS: While Matlock’s superior 18-0 season was probably the best season out of the eight and probably the finest in the history of the Negro Leagues, the depth of the Pirates’ pitching gives them the advantage here. Matlock, who had the highest winning percentage in Negro League history at .757, was an excellent control pitcher, intimidating and fearless, a la Bob Gibson. Roosevelt Davis was 12-4, with an arsenal that included every illegal pitch, the spitter and emery pitch, to complement his curve and great screwball. His 118 wins are the 11th most in the history of the league. It was after that that things dropped a little as strikeout pitcher Bertram Harris was 7-6, followed by Bill Harvey’s 4-4 mark. Harvey was a dangerous pitcher, dangerous for the health of the hitters, as he liked to throw inside and had control problems.

    Chesbro, who led the Bucs with a modern-day team record of 28 wins, was also a master of the spitball, as he set the all-time modern-day record for wins with 41 a few years later. Phillippe and Tannehill went 20-9 and 20-6 respectively, while Leever, whom Bill James claimed was the best of the lot over Chesbro when considering pitchers for the Hall of Fame, was 16-7. Ed Doheny had a solid 16-4 mark for the season before he was committed to an insane asylum.

    While the Crawfords’ top two pitchers were every bit as good if not better than the top two at the Pirate rotation, the depth of the Bucs was far superior.

    ADVANTAGE: PIRATES

    OVERALL ANALYSIS: This series would be a classic. The Crawfords would have the advantage offensively while the Pirates’ pitching would be stronger than that of its rivals. In the overall scheme of things if these teams played 1000 times it would still be impossible to determine which one was superior. But some experts would say that superior pitching beats superior hitting.

    ADVANTAGE: THE 1902 PIRATES IN A SQUEAKER, FOUR GAMES TO THREE

  

  1903

  Record: 91-49 (.650)

  Finish: National League Champions, 6.5 Games Ahead

  Coming off one of the greatest years in franchise history, the Pirates started off the 1903 season in grand fashion, sweeping Cincinnati in a four-game series in the Queen City. Although the start was impressive, there was no 30-5 record after the first two months like the previous campaign. Pittsburgh fell to 22-16 on May 28, good for only third place, before the pitching staff took control of the situation.

  When Fred Clarke took a few days off starting on June 2, apparently needing to recover from a nervous breakdown, no one could have assumed the Bucs would go on a record-setting streak over the next week that would begin their ascent up the NL ladder into first place. Starting with Deacon Phillippe’s 7-0 shutout of the Giants that day, Pittsburgh pitchers went on to record six consecutive shutouts, outscoring their opposition 32-0 in the process.

  The 56-inning scoreless streak was not broken until June 9 when Kaiser Wilhelm gave up a run in the fourth inning of a 7-3 victory over Philadelphia. Although the scoreless streak was over, the Pirates ran up 15 wins in a row, putting them in first place, a position they would not relinquish the rest of the season.

  While physical injuries did not really hamper the Pirates in 1903, mental problems did. Pitcher Ed Doheny, who had been 24-11 the past two seasons, began an odyssey on July 29 when he left the team to go home because he was convinced he had been followed by detectives. The situation eventually led him to an insane asylum and ended his fine nine-year major-league career.
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  The 1903 Pirates participated in the first World Series against Boston of the American League.

  After returning on August 15, Doheny eventually had to be taken home to Massachusetts by late September, as he still suffered from severe paranoia. He ultimately attacked his male nurse with a poker and was sent to the asylum. His absence proved very costly to the Pirates within the next few weeks as they represented the National League in the first World Series.

  After three consecutive National League championships, the last of which they clinched on September 19 when they defeated Brooklyn 12-10, the Pirates had the opportunity to prove once and for all they were the best team in the land when Dreyfuss signed an agreement on September 18 with Boston of the American League for a best-of-nine world championship series, aka the World Series.

  Unfortunately, injuries, the departure of Doheny, and an insulting song sung by Boston fans that disturbed the Pirates’ concentration cost the Pirates the championship. Boston upset Pittsburgh five games to three to win the title (the first World Series will be examined in more depth in the postseason chapter).

  Despite the disappointing finish, it was still a banner year, as Honus Wagner won his second batting title with a .355 average and finally took over the shortstop position for good. He finished second in RBIs with 101. Fred Clarke (.351) and Ginger Beaumont (.341) also had great seasons.

  If there was an MVP on the team, it would probably be Sam Leever, as he went 25-7 with a league-low 2.06 ERA. Unfortunately, Leever, who was also a champion at skeet shooting, hurt his arm while practicing with the rifle and did not perform well against the American League champs because of it. Phillippe also had a strong campaign, going 24-7 with an ERA of 2.43. Those performances were essential with the losses of pitchers Jesse Tannehill and Jack Chesbro to the rival American League.

  Yes, 1903 was a banner year, although unfortunately it would be the last of the dynasty, as John McGraw, Christy Mathewson and the Giants would knock them off their perch in 1904, all the way down to fourth.

  Regardless, it truly was a spectacular run, the greatest Pittsburgh has ever seen.
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  1904

  Record: 87-66 (.569)

  Finish: Fourth Place, 19 Games Behind

  After defeating the Cardinals on opening day 5-4, things quickly went downhill for Pittsburgh, as they lost 12 of their next 16 games. They sat in the unfamiliar position of seventh place on May 7, 8.5 games out of first at 5-12.

  Although they eventually broke out of their funk and finished off the season 82-54, this certainly was not the same Pirates team that had dominated the circuit over the past three years.

  First off, the pitching staff, which had been the strength of the team during the championship run, was decidedly different. Sam Leever was still the king, finishing this campaign 18-11-2.17, but Deacon Phillippe was not. After winning 20 games in each of his first five seasons, Phillippe would fall to only 10-10 with an uncharacteristic 3.24 ERA. Jesse Tannehill, one of the stars since the late 1800s, jumped to New York of the American League in 1903, as did Jack Chesbro, who would go on to win 41 games for the Highlanders in 1904, more than anybody else has in the twentieth century. Ed Doheny, of course, had been committed to a mental hospital, and predictably, the team’s ERA, which had been first or second since 1900, fell to 2.89, sixth in the circuit.

  Replacing the solid trio were Patsy Flaherty, who led the AL in losses with 25 in 1903. Flaherty was picked up from the White Sox for $750 and went on to win 19 games for the Pirates (20 for the season, becoming one of only four men ever to win 20 games in a season while with two teams). Rookie Mike Lynch finished with a nice 15-11 mark, and Charlie Case, who was in his second year and had been out of the majors since 1901 when he played for Cincinnati, contributed to the cause with a 10-5-2.94 campaign.

  Offensively, Honus Wagner won another batting title (.349) while leading the league in slugging (.520) and stolen bases (53). Wagner would be one of the few bright spots, as Ginger Beaumont and Fred Clarke would take 40 and 45 points off their 1903 batting averages, respectively, finishing at .301 and .306.

  The mighty had certainly fallen in the Steel City. Although they would be one of the better teams in the league over the next few years, it would be five more seasons before they rose to the top again.
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    How Did the New American League Affect the Pirates?

    The emergence of the new American League in 1901 brought with it a war for National League players and unbridled free agency for the first time since the Players League in 1890.

    Pittsburgh was unaffected by the junior circuit at first, which was not the case for their main rivals in 1901, the Brooklyn Superbas. The defending 1900 National League champions lost pitcher Joe McGinnity, third baseman Lave Cross, and center fielder Fielder Jones to the rival league, giving the Bucs a clear shot at the 1901 crown. The Pirates made the most of it.

    Some historians claimed that the Pirates were left untouched so they would win the pennant by a huge margin, destroying the pennant race, and thereby reducing fan interest. Others claimed that since Dreyfuss was a generous owner, the players stayed with the team out of loyalty. Whatever the reason, the Bucs raced to dominant titles in 1901 and 1902. Then all of the sudden, Jesse Tannehill was given a dose of ether after separating his shoulder, and all hell broke loose.

    While under the drug, Tannehill confessed to Dreyfuss that he, Jack Chesbro, Tommy Leach, Lefty Davis, Wid Conroy and Jack O’Conner, the leader of the group, had all been offered $1,000 bonuses to leave to join the AL.

    After having the claim verified by a detective, Dreyfuss immediately released O’Conner, who signed with the New York Highlanders (Yankees). Davis, who had broken his leg earlier in the season, was left to sign with New York as did Chesbro, who was in the process of reconsidering his choice when the players, who were participating in a postseason series against American League All-Stars, voted not to give him a share of the postseason bounty. He became irritated and left the club. Tannehill was paid in full before the series and was released to the join the Highlanders immediately.

    Leach was the one player who changed his mind and sent the bonus check back to remain with the Bucs.

    Chesbro was very successful in the new league, including winning 41 games in 1904 (a modern-day record). Tannehill won 20 games in 1904 and 1905 with Boston, but his best days were behind him. After hitting .294 with Pittsburgh in 1902, O’Conner did not hit above .213 in five years in the AL. Davis did not recover from the broken leg, hitting only .234 in 177 games. Conroy was only in his second season when he left and hit .248 in his career in nine more seasons.

    With all the new talent, New York could only muster up a 72-62 mark, good for fourth place, while the Pirates won another National League Crown.

    It would be the last hurrah for free agency until the seventies (not including the two years during the Federal League seasons in 1914-1915) as the two leagues signed an agreement ending the movement. Despite it all, had the reserve clause been in effect for 1902, there is no telling how many more titles the Bucs would have won, especially with Tannehill and Chesbro.

  

  1905

  Record: 96-57 (.627)

  Finish: Second Place, 9 Games Behind

  Pittsburgh was a stronger team in 1905, although with the Giants in the middle of their incredible run, the Pirates could muster up no better than a second-place finish.

  The Deacon returned to the forefront as Phillippe again won 20 games, finishing with a wonderful comeback season of 22-13-2.19. Leever again finished strong, with a 19-6 mark.

  The Pirates picked up two players in an effort to bolster their offense. Rookie first baseman Del Howard came from the Phillies for Moose McCormick, whom the Bucs got from the Reds for starting right fielder Jimmy Sebring, Otto Kruger and Kitty Bransfield. Third baseman Dave Brain came from the Reds for George McBride. Howard had a strong season, hitting .292 with 63 RBIs, second on the team, while Brain took over the starting spot at third, hitting .257, and had the unique distinction of hitting three triples in a game against the Pirates on May 29 and three for them on August 8, the only man in major-league history to perform such a feat.

  When fans complain about the violence at ballparks today, one only needs to look at some of the happenings in 1905 to see just how far along we’ve come and just how bad fan and player violence, as well as gambling, were in the early part of the century. On May 19, skipper Fred Clarke and Giants manager John McGraw got into a fight. McGraw then hunted down Pirates owner Barney Dreyfuss, shouting taunts at him, claiming that because NL boss Harry Pulliam used to work for him, he now had control over the umpires. Imagine Dusty Baker hunting down Kevin McClatchy. Right fielder Otto Clymer had a pop bottle tossed at him at the Polo Grounds in New York while chasing down a fly. Honus Wagner threw a ball at umpire George Bausewine during a loss to the Giants after being called out at first. Rookie Hall of Fame umpire Bill Klem had garbage tossed at him after throwing out two Giants at the Polo Grounds in an 8-5 Pirate victory. He then had to literally run for his life after fining three Bucs for taunting him in a game at Pittsburgh on August 9. The Pirates were heavily favored in the game against Boston and lost 5-3. Apparently the gamblers were not amused at Klem fining the players, and they searched for him unsuccessfully after the game. Klem had gone into hiding in the ladies’ bathroom.

  Maybe kicking dirt on the plate is not so bad after all.
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  1906

  Record: 93-60 (.608)

  Finish: Third Place, 23.5 Games Behind

  After starring for the Braves since 1898, 30-year-old Vic Willis had suffered through two subpar seasons, going a combined 30-54 in 1904 and 1905, leading the league in losses both seasons. It appeared that Willis’s career by all accounts was soon to be over. The Pirates took a gamble, sending starters Dave Brain (third base) and Del Howard (first base), along with Vive Lindaman, to the Braves for the apparently aging veteran. The surprise would certainly be on Boston, as Willis regained his old form, finishing 22-13 with a 1.73 ERA, fourth in the league.
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  Pirates catcher George Gibson prepares for a play at the plate as the Cubs’ Wildfire Schulte attempts to score.

  His presence led to a resurgence of this once-powerful pitching staff, and it lowered its ERA from 2.86 in 1905 to 2.21, second only to the eventual National League Champion Chicago Cubs who were on their way to a stunning 116-36 record. Pirates great Lefty Leifeld, who was in his first full major-league season and would toss a shortened six-inning no-hitter against the Phils on September 26, also had a solid 18-13-1.87 campaign.

  Honus Wagner came through again offensively with another batting crown at .339, while rookie Jim Nealon, who replaced Howard at first, led the circuit in RBIs with 83.

  All in all it was a solid season, but the Bucs were just no match for the powerhouse that was the Cubs. The Bucs would even, unfortunately, suffer the indignity of being Chicago’s 116th victim on October 4, losing 4-0. As good as Chicago was, they likely would have traded a couple of those wins to defeat the cross-town White Sox, as the Cubs’ record-setting year went for naught in one of the greatest World Series upsets of all time.
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  1907

  Record: 91-63 (.591)

  Finish: Second Place, 17 Games Behind

  After eight highly successful years as a Pirate, including a batting title in 1902, Ginger Beaumont was sent packing to the Boston Braves, along with pitcher Patsy Flaherty and their solid second baseman throughout the championship years, Claude Ritchey. In return came Ed Abbaticchio, a second sacker whom the Pirates got for his supposed better all-around play. They gave up a second baseman in Ritchey who had a better fielding percentage than Abbaticchio two out of three years, a center fielder in Beaumont who rebounded from his poor 1906 showing to hit .322, and a pitcher in Flaherty who was 12-15 with a 2.70 ERA. Abbaticchio, in return, outhit Ritchey two out of three years and knocked in 82 RBIs, good for second in the NL in 1907.

  Goat Anderson was a rookie center fielder who took over for Beaumont. He hit only .206 in his one and only major-league season.

  Despite the poor one-sided trade, the Bucs still finished second, as Wagner won yet another batting title with a .350 average and Tommy Leach broke the .300 mark for the first time since 1901.

  On the mound, Howie Camnitz began what would be a wonderful career in Pittsburgh with a 13-8-2.15 season in his first full year. He also followed Leifield’s lead with a shortened five-inning no-hitter on August 23 against the Giants. Vic Willis continued his impressive road back, winning 20 games again with a 22-11 mark.

  The Bucs and the Giants, two of the greatest teams in the twentieth century’s first decade, had a couple of controversial episodes during the season involving catcher Roger Bresnahan. On May 21, Fred Clarke protested Bresnahan’s use of shin pads (Bresnahan, of course, won the protest), and on September 23 when McGraw tried to put Bresnahan in the starting lineup, he was ejected by Hall of Fame umpire Bill Klem after the catcher had been ejected the day before. Klem booted McGraw in the sixth inning for arguing a call during a 2-1 Pittsburgh victory.

  Overall, the Bucs would fall once again to the Cubs, who followed their record-setting 1906 season with 107 wins and the elusive world championship in a sweep against the Tigers.
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  In his first full season with the Pirates, Nick Maddox helped the pitching staff compile a 2.12 ERA during the 1908 season. Maddox battled through a case of typhoid fever early in the season and finished with a stellar 23-8 record.

  1908

  Record: 98-56 (.636)

  Finish: Tied for Second Place, 1 Game Behind

  It was a season that began with an announcement by Honus Wagner that he would not return to the club, opting instead to retire. He would recant the decision, playing his first game April 19 after missing three games. Those missed games might have cost Wagner the triple crown, as he won the batting title at .354, 20 points over the Giants’ Mike Donlin and 46 over Larry Doyle, also of New York. Wagner led in RBIs with 109 and was two homers short of that crown. Statistics that were extremely impressive, considering they were in the middle of the Deadball Era and the league batting average had dropped to .239.

  The team ERA was impressive at 2.12, second in the league, and it was achieved despite injuries to three of their key hurlers early in the season. By June, Nick Maddox contracted typhoid fever. Lefty Leifield developed boils on his pitching arm as well as a mysterious condition referred to as two muscles in his elbow being out of place. This type of injury was mentioned often at that point in time and can be assumed to be anything from minor inflammation to Tommy John-type injuries. The original deacon, Deacon Phillippe, had an injury described as a stoved thumb on his pitching hand. Maddox survived and became the third successive Pirate to lead the team in his first full season, as he went 23-8. Leifield went on to post a 15-14 mark, while Phillippe never made it back, only tossing 12 innings all season. Howie Camnitz was injury-free and finished fourth in the NL in ERA at 1.56.

  Offensively the team added two rookies in Owen “Chief” Wilson and David “Beals” Becker, in order to make the club a much faster team and give some punch to an anemic outfield situation. Both struggled in their freshman campaign as Becker, who eventually became a decent power hitter for the time with the Braves, Phillies, Reds and Giants, hit .154 in 20 games and was sold to Little Rock in June. Wilson struggled at .227 for the season.

  Wilson, who turned out to be one of the better players in franchise history, was helped out by the addition of center fielder Roy Thomas of the Phils. Thomas added some stability to the outfield situation and also took Wilson under his wing. He was credited with helping make Wilson a better ballplayer. Chief had all the tools, including a rifle of an arm that prevented teams from taking extra bases when the ball was hit toward him.

  Harry Swacina took over the first base carousel, at least for the moment. Swacina was not having a good season to begin with when he was injured in a game early in the season against Brooklyn. The injury turned out to be severe, as he had his groin operated on and missed a huge chunk of the campaign because of it. Jim Kane and Alan Storke took over for the better part of the season, hitting .241 and .252 respectively, better than Swacina’s .216 mark. Clarke’s hope for the future, though, was a prospect by the name of Bill Abstein, who would take over the following season.

  Storke turned out to be an interesting story himself, as he missed the first part of the season to study law at Harvard before joining the club for the next two seasons. He unfortunately passed away in March of 1910 at the young age of 25.

  The pennant race turned out to be a classic, as the Cubs, Giants and Pirates were all involved in a neck-and-neck race throughout the campaign. Fred Clarke guided the team deftly even when his hurlers were on the shelf. Pittsburgh was only 18-16, in fourth place, by the end of May, as they were going through a horrendous offensive slump to start the season. Cold and wet grounds wiped out a lot of the early part of the season. Clarke purchased the first tarp in baseball history to cover the field, hoping to keep the constant flooding at Exposition Park from canceling so many games. Mired only two games over .500, they took on Chicago for a three-game series and crushed the Cubs by a combined 33-15 score. It was the series that would vault the Bucs into contention for the senior circuit crown.

  After a 28-16 run, the Pirates won 3-2 against Boston when Fred Clarke walked with the bases loaded in the tenth and took control of first place on July 15.

  The lead lasted through August 22 when the Bucs took on the Giants in yet another controversial game against their rivals. Giants skipper John McGraw protested a game on the 24, claiming he wasn’t given 24 hours’ notice that it was to be a doubleheader. After his players decided they wanted to play, he relented. The games were played, unfortunately for the Pirates, as the Giants swept the contests 4-1 and 5-1 and sent Pittsburgh into second place for the first time in over a month.

  The team was still in second, 1.5 games out, when they played Chicago on September 4. With Warren Gill and Fred Clarke on base, Owen Wilson singled in Clarke with two out for an apparent 1-0, tenth-inning victory. After the single, Gill turned around before touching second. Johnny Evers of Chicago got the ball and tagged Gill, claiming the forceout and denying the run because Gill was the third out. Umpire Hank O’Day had left the field, not seeing the play, so the run counted. While Ever’s protest did not effect the outcome of the game, it led O’Day to be more observant a few weeks later when Giants rookie Fred Merkle also exited the field without touching second on what appeared to be a game winning hit. “Merkle’s boner” was often blamed for costing the Giants the pennant.

  The Pirates remained out of first until they swept the Cardinals on October 2, 7-4 and 2-1. The final day of the season came two days later when they met the Cubs, who were a 1/2 game behind, for the title on October 4. If the Pirates won the game they would capture the NL pennant and go to the World Series. Over thirty thousand packed Chicago’s West Side Grounds as Hall of Famer “Three Finger Brown” shut down Pittsburgh 5-2, eliminating them from the race. The park was packed, which caused a true home-field advantage as four Cubs hits went into an area where there were people jammed, giving them four ground-rule doubles. Under normal circumstances, without the people there, they would have been foul balls. Ironically, Abbaticchio hit a ball that struck a woman with the bases loaded that was called a foul. The woman sued the Cubs and admitted in her statement that the ball was actually fair.

  Chicago would defeat the Giants four days later, 4-2, in New York, to win the three-team race. They went on to win their second consecutive world championship four games to one, again against Detroit. Unfortunately for Cubs fans, it would be their last world title in the twentieth century.

  Overall, the Bucs were satisfied with their 1908 performance, satisfied with everything but the way they were treated by Pittsburgh fans. Clarke felt that everything they achieved they achieved for themselves, not for the fans, and was quite irritated the way the crowds treated certain players like Leifield. Lefty had been accused of being a drunk and not giving his all, which befuddled the Pirates’ manager. He claimed that Lefty never drank to excess and was always there when they needed him. Despite the controversy, it truly was a remarkable season for Pittsburgh, no matter who they played hard for.
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  1909

  Record: 110-42 (.724)

  Finish: World Champions, 6.5 Games Ahead

  There was excitement in the air as Pittsburgh started their 23rd National League season. Owner Barney Dreyfuss was in the process of putting together a $1 million state-of-the-art facility in the Oakland section of town that would be named after General Forbes, the man who captured Fort Pitt and Fort Duquesne in the French and Indian War. The name of baseball’s newest shrine would be Forbes Field. The difference between the opening of this facility and the magnificent one the Steel City pulled the curtain up on in 2001 was the fact that the team Dreyfuss was going to put into the stadium was fresh off a second-place finish, one game away from a pennant, and could be counted on to contend this season.
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  Howie Camnitz was the horse of the Pirates staff in 1931, posting a 25-6 record (good for second in the league in wins) and an NL-best 1.62 ERA.
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  (left to right) Babe Adams, Fred Clarke, George Gibson and Honus Wagner take a seat in the dugout during the 1909 season. Wagner went on to win his fifth-straight batting title that season with a .339 mark.

  The Pirates won a franchise-record 110 games, which is the fifth-highest total in major-league history. More importantly, their .724 winning percentage was the third-best total in the annals of the sport. As impressive as that last figure was, it is not the club best, as the 1902 squad had a .741 mark.

  They had a 1.65 average run differential per game, which in senior circuit history is the ninth-best mark. Like the 1902 club, they led the league in almost every major offensive category: runs, hits, doubles, triples, average, slugging, and on-base percentage.

  Sam Leever and Deacon Phillippe were both 37 years old and both had been with the team throughout the entire decade. They were at the end of their careers but fashioned respectable 8-1-2.83 and 8-3-2.32 seasons, respectively. Howie Camnitz was again the workhorse of the staff with a 25-6 mark, tying for second in the league in wins and an NL fourth-best 1.62 ERA. Vic Willis was also a factor at 22-11-2.24 in a season that included a one-hitter against Brooklyn on September 18–the closest to a no-hitter anyone would ever have at Forbes Field. The surprise, though, was a 27-year-old player in his first full season in the majors, who had won just 22 games in the minors the year before in Louisville, by the name of Babe Adams. He was 12-3 with a remarkable 1.11 ERA.

  The season began without fanfare, as the Pirates won only six of their first eleven games and were in fifth place at the end of April.

  William Benswanger, Dreyfuss’s son-in-law and future club president, referred to Forbes Field as the “House Wagner Built,” claiming Honus was as pivotal to the franchise as Ruth was when they built Yankee Stadium. Wagner got the team jump-started on May 2 as he stole second, third, and home, the third time he did it in his career, to lead the Bucs to a sweep over the Cubs. That started a seven-game win streak that vaulted them into first. Wagner won his fifth-straight batting title in 1909 with a .339 mark and again was first in RBIs, with 100. He also topped the circuit in slugging (.489), doubles (39), and total bases (242).

  Newly elected president William Howard Taft visited Exposition Park on May 29 as 14,000 fans jammed the facility. Taft turned out to be a bad-luck charm, as the Pirates lost to the Cubs 8-3. Pittsburgh would go on to win 14 games in a row, and the loss to the Cubs would be their only defeat in 19 games.
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  With the end of June came the end of Exposition Park as the Bucs defeated the Cubs 8-1 in front of 5,545 fans to give the old park a good sendoff. They opened the new stadium the next day on June 30 as 30,338 came to dedicate Forbes Field. In what has become the Pirates tradition when opening new stadiums, they lost 3-2 to Chicago.

  After the loss, the Pirates went on a 34-14 run to take control of the race. Everything was going smoothly in 1909, except for the fact that the team was still weak at third base. Jap Barbeau, the 140-pound man who was hitting only .220 and had committed 29 errors, was dealt with Al Storke to the Cards for Bobby Byrne. Barbeau surprised critics early in the season with solid play at the corner, but eventually the good fortune ran out. Byrne was an improvement, hitting .256 with only two errors in 46 games in a Pirates uniform.

  Led by Wagner and Fred Clarke, the team went on a 16-game winning streak in mid- to late September, running their record to 106-36 and for all intents and purposes putting away the pennant in a game against a Chicago team that won 104 games themselves, falling 6.5 games short of Pittsburgh.

  The new park proved to be good to the Bucs, as they finished the season with a 56-21 record at home, 36-16 at Forbes Field and a remarkable 20-5 mark in old Exposition Park. With the opening came a significant increase in attendance, from 382,444 in 1908 to 534, 950, third best in the senior circuit.

  Of course the Pirates would cap their greatest decade ever with a seven-game victory over the Tigers for their first World Series title (which is examined in the postseason chapter). It was a wonderful decade; unfortunately 1909 would mark the end of the championships for 16 years, as the 1910s would not be as kind to the franchise.

  1910

  Record: 86-67 (.562)

  Finish: Third Place, 17.5 Games Behind

  It might have not been as devastating as the breakup of the Beatles, but the pitching staff that had led the Pirates to so much success over the past ten years was deteriorating very quickly. The ERA had vaulted from 2.07 to 2.83, although some of that may have been attributed to the use of a new ball that had a livelier cork in the center. They finished third in the league, the lowest they had been since 1905.

  Aging veteran Deacon Phillippe won 13 in a row, mostly in relief, to go 14-2, but fellow vet Sam Leever finished at 6-5. More troubling than that was Howie Camnitz, coming off his career year, falling hard to 12-13 with a 3.22 ERA. The Bucs didn’t have future Hall of Fame pitcher Vic Willis any more, as they sold him to St Louis, feeling that he was really not a good influence on the young pitchers due to his problems with the bottle. One-year wonder Nick Maddox was let go late in the season, and Babe Adams was really the only one of the old guard who had a solid season in the starting rotation, with an 18-9-2.24 campaign.

  CLUB LEADERS 1901-1909

  TEAM RECORD: 859-478 (.642)

  
    
      	Batting Average (1000 AB)
    

    
      	1. Honus Wagner
      	348
    

    
      	2. Ginger Beaumont
      	324
    

    
      	3. Fred Clarke
      	304
    

    
      	4. Tommy Leach
      	277
    

    
      	5. Claude Ritchey
      	274
    

  

  
    
      	Hits
    

    
      	1. Honus Wagner
      	1646
    

    
      	2. Tommy Leach
      	1291
    

    
      	3. Fred Clarke
      	1286
    

    
      	4. Ginger Beaumont
      	980
    

    
      	5. Claude Ritchey
      	826
    

  

  
    
      	Runs
    

    
      	1. Honus Wagner
      	907
    

    
      	2. Tommy Leach
      	808
    

    
      	3. Fred Clarke
      	801
    

    
      	4. Ginger Beaumont
      	562
    

    
      	5. Claude Ritchey
      	365
    

  

  
    
      	Wins
    

    
      	1. Sam Leever
      	151
    

    
      	2. Deacon Phillippe
      	134
    

    
      	3. Vic Willis
      	89
    

    
      	4. Lefty Leifield
      	77
    

    
      	5. Howie Camnitz
      	56
    

  

  
    
      	Bases on Balls
    

    
      	1. Sam Leever
      	387
    

    
      	2. Lefty Leifield
      	322
    

    
      	3. Vic Willis
      	297
    

    
      	4. Mike Lynch
      	251
    

    
      	5. Deacon Phillippe
      	246
    

  

  
    
      	Home Runs
    

    
      	1. Honus Wagner
      	47
    

    
      	2. Tommy Leach
      	35
    

    
      	3. Fred Clarke
      	23
    

    
      	4. Ginger Beaumont
      	23
    

    
      	5. George Gibson
      	9
    

  

  
    
      	Doubles
    

    
      	1. Honus Wagner
      	327
    

    
      	2. Fred Clarke
      	174
    

    
      	3. Tommy Leach
      	149
    

    
      	4. Claude Ritchey
      	133
    

    
      	5. Ginger Beaumont
      	98
    

  

  
    
      	Stolen Bases
    

    
      	1. Honus Wagner
      	449
    

    
      	2. Fred Clarke
      	218
    

    
      	3. Tommy Leach
      	218
    

    
      	4. Ginger Beaumont
      	142
    

    
      	5. Claude Ritchey
      	70
    

    
      	6. Kitty Bransfield
      	70
    

  

  
    
      	Losses
    

    
      	1. Deacon Phillippe
      	77
    

    
      	2. Sam Leever
      	59
    

    
      	3. Lefty Leifield
      	53
    

    
      	4. Vic Willis
      	46
    

    
      	5. Howie Camnitz
      	27
    

  

  
    
      	Strikeouts
    

    
      	1. Deacon Phillippe
      	753
    

    
      	2. Sam Leever
      	594
    

    
      	3. Vic Willis
      	423
    

    
      	4. Lefty Leifield
      	363
    

    
      	5. Howie Camnitz
      	362
    

  

  
    
      	Saves
    

    
      	1. Sam Leever
      	8
    

    
      	2. Deacon Phillippe
      	7
    

    
      	3. Howie Camnitz
      	6
    

    
      	4. Lefty Leifield
      	4
    

    
      	5. Vic Willis
      	3
    

    
      	5. Chuck Brandom
      	3
    

  

  
    
      	RBIs
    

    
      	1. Honus Wagner
      	856
    

    
      	2. Tommy Leach
      	491
    

    
      	3. Fred Clarke
      	478
    

    
      	4. Claude Ritchey
      	353
    

    
      	5. Ginger Beaumont
      	333
    

  

  
    
      	Triples
    

    
      	1. Honus Wagner
      	126
    

    
      	2. Fred Clarke
      	122
    

    
      	3. Tommy Leach
      	121
    

    
      	4. Kitty Bransfield
      	40
    

    
      	5. Ginger Beaumont
      	40
    

  

  
    
      	Slugging Percentage (1000 AB)
    

    
      	1. Honus Wagner
      	501
    

    
      	2. Fred Clarke
      	419
    

    
      	3. Ginger Beaumont
      	406
    

    
      	4. Tommy Leach
      	383
    

    
      	5. Kitty Bransfield
      	357
    

  

  
    
      	ERA (500 IP)
    

    
      	1. Howie Camnitz
      	1.90
    

    
      	2. Vic Willis
      	2.08
    

    
      	3. Nick Maddox
      	2.10
    

    
      	4. Lefty Leifield
      	2.20
    

    
      	5. Jack Chesbro
      	2.27
    

  

  
    
      	Winning Percentage (50 Dec.)
    

    
      	1. Jack Chesbro
      	765
    

    
      	2. Ed Doheny
      	731
    

    
      	3. Sam Leever
      	719
    

    
      	4. Nick Maddox
      	707
    

    
      	5. Jesse Tannehill
      	704
    

  

  Honus Wagner “slumped” to .320, only fifth in the league, and utility outfielder and rookie Vin Campbell would outhit him, finishing second in the race at .326. Third baseman Bobby Byrne, who solidified the position after coming over from the Cards late in 1909, tied with Wagner for the NL lead in hits with 178, batting .296. Rookie John Flynn continued Pittsburgh’s revolving door at first base as the fourth man in four years to man the position (although no less than seven players took their turn at first during the season) when Bill Abstein was picked up by the St. Louis Browns on waivers. It would be a particularly tough year on Wagner, as he was almost killed in late May when his car crashed into a railroad crossing gate in Pittsburgh.

  President Taft made a return visit to the Steel City on May 2. This time the Pirates won, beating the Cubs 5-2 and gaining first place the next day. They would remain there until May 25 when they lost to the Giants 4-3. They never returned to the top spot. Taft got up in the seventh inning to stretch, prompting the throng at Forbes Field to stand up also, thinking he was leaving. Some claim this was the beginning of the seventh-inning stretch, although others say it began much earlier.

  On June 17, in what seemed to be the strange yearly occurrence with the Giants, John McGraw would summon reliever Bugsy Raymond from the bullpen. What McGraw didn’t know was that Raymond had snuck out of the stadium earlier for two shots at a local bar. When he did return he hit two batters and gave up two hits, helping the Bucs to beat New York 6-3. Raymond was suspended by what can be called an irritated McGraw.

  Despite the oddities, the Bucs lost out to Chicago yet again. The Cubs were the new dynasty in town, winning their fourth NL crown in the past five years.
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  Honus Wagner crosses home plate during spring training. Wagner was almost killed in late May of 1910 when his car crashed into a railroad crossing gate in Pittsburgh.
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  1911

  Record: 85-69 (.552)

  Finish: Third Place, 14.5 Games Behind

  Perhaps one of the biggest mistakes a championship team makes late in its tenure is not realizing when it’s time to change the guard and look toward the future. The Steelers of the early 1980s are a prime example of that principle. They chose to stick with their aging veterans and not try to replace them with some youthful potential stars while the vets were still somewhat productive, making for a smoother transition. The Pirates in the early 1910s were looking to become just as guilty as the Steelers were 70 years later.

  Not that all the veterans did poorly in 1911, Thirty-seven-year-old Honus Wagner won another batting crown at .334, and 38-year-old Fred Clarke rebounded to .324 in what was, for all intents and purposes, his last season. On the other side, 39-year-old Deacon Phillippe was all but done, and 33-year-old injury-plagued Tommy Leach hit .238 and was gone after the season. It wasn’t that the team would fall apart this season or next, but it was apparent that the talent that should have been replacing these superstars was not on the same level. When the Federal League emerged in 1914, the Pirates, who were close to being an average team, fell apart with defections to the new circuit.
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  One player who did come to the forefront as a new superstar was right fielder Owen Wilson. Wilson hit .300 with 12 homers, fifth in the circuit, and 107 RBIs, trailing only Chicago’s Wildfire Schulte, who had 121.

  Barney Dreyfuss signed three players in 1911 that showed the talent level was not properly being replaced. He spent $22,500 on pitcher Marty O’Toole, bringing him over from St. Paul of the American Association. O’Toole was 15-17 with an NL high 159 walks in 1912, one of only three full seasons he spent in the majors. He also bought catcher Bill Kelly, also from St. Paul, who played in only 104 major-league games in four seasons. Although hitting a respectable .290, he had an average arm and did not seem very adept defensively. Eighteen-year-old first baseman Bill Keen was the third player who came to the Bucs in a fruitless venture, as he hurt himself going from second to third after a walk and went 0 for 7 in 1911, which would end his major-league career.

  Bottom line in sports: coaching and heart can only take you so far; it’s talent that will inevitably take a team over the top to the Promised Land.
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  1912

  Record: 93-58 (.616)

  Finish: Second Place, 10 Games Behind

  There were two main events that would dot the Pirates landscape in 1912: the end of an era for one of the Pittsburgh veterans who helped build the powerhouse of the previous decade, and the setting of a hitting record that is unbroken to date.

  Before we get to those two important parts of the 1912 campaign, we’ll go through a quick synopsis of the season. Honus Wagner was now 38 years old and, in his eyes, was declining. The difference between a normal player on the decline and a legend is comparable to a $10 cubic zirconium ring and the Hope Diamond. Declining, in Wagner’s eyes, was hitting “only” .324 with 102 RBIs, second in the league. Instead of leading in every offensive category, he was only in the top five in most.

  The Bucs made a shrewd move, getting veteran outfielder Mike Donlin from Boston for Vin Campbell. Donlin, who ended his career the following season with a lifetime .334 average, hit .316 in 244 at-bats. Max Carey, the man who eventually took the mantle of the best Pirates player from Wagner after he retired, had his first .300 season at .302, stealing 45 bases, second in the league.
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  Owen “Chief” Wilson set the all-time record for triples in a season with 36 in 1912. The record still stands today.

  Second-year man Claude Hendrix came out of nowhere to lead the pitching staff with a 24-9 mark and a league-leading .727 winning percentage. Another second-year vet, 22-year-old Hank Robinson, was solid with a 2.26 ERA, fourth-best in the league while trailing only the great Christy Mathewson in fewest walks per nine innings with a 1.54 mark.

  The veteran of whom we spoke of earlier was none other than Pirates great Tommy Leach. Leach was one of the members of the great Louisville heist of 1899 and had been a staple of the Pirate line-up, splitting time between third and in the outfield, wherever the team needed him. He had hit .300 on two occasions but only .238 in an injury-plagued 1911 season. Clarke wanted to get back to the top and made a bold move early in 1912, sending Leach, who ironically was hitting .299 at the time of his departure, and Lefty Leifield, who had been slightly better than a .500 pitcher over the past two seasons, to Chicago for outfielder Solly Hofman and pitcher King Cole, who was 40-13 in little more than two major league seasons.

  In yet another example of getting lesser value than what you had and showing why Pittsburgh would soon drop from the ranks of championship contenders, Hofman played in only 17 games for the Pirates this season, as he was said to be suffering from a nervous breakdown. Some claim this was a cover for either venereal disease or a problem with the bottle. He played in only one more season for the Bucs, hitting but .229 in 28 contests. Cole was only 2-2 with a 6.43 ERA before he left the club and was suspended and eventually relegated to the minor leagues. Leifield was 7-2 the rest of the way for the Cubs but for all intents and purposes was done with his career soon after, while Leach did well, hitting .289 in 1913 playing center and then .263 the following year. He would return to the Pirates in 1918 to end his career. With the classy veteran Leach gone, it left Wagner as the only player still on the team from the great Louisville trade.

  The other big story of the season was the setting of a major hit record by a Pirate, one that has gone down as truly the record that may never be broken: the record for triples set by the infamous Owen “Chief” Wilson. Wilson was coming off a superstar season in 1911 and added to it in 1912, hitting .300 with 11 homers, third in the league, 95 RBIs, fourth highest and an NL second-best .513 slugging percentage. They were all impressive numbers, but the one mind-boggling figure Wilson put on the board was 36 triples, smashing the all-time modern-day mark previously held by Larry Doyle of the Giants, who hit 25 the year before (Dave Orr and Heinie Reitz actually held the all-time mark of 31, set in the 1800s). It is a tremendous figure when one considers the closest number to it since is 26. Interestingly, Wilson’s last triple on the last day of the season came about because he was tagged out at home trying to stretch it into a inside-the-park home run.
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  1913

  Record: 78-71 (.523)

  Finish: Fourth Place, 21.5 Games Behind

  After 13 very successful campaigns following the turn of the century, the wear and tear of losing and the aging top-notch talent seemed to be beginning to take their toll. Although the Pirates finished in the first division once again, their 78-71 record was a far cry from the record-setting seasons they enjoyed not so long ago.

  The oft-injured Honus Wagner was now definitely on the down side of his career, and after being as high as .330 as late as June, he would tumble way down by season’s end, just barely maintaining a .300 average and finishing at .300 right on the dot. Thirty-two-year-old catcher George Gibson broke his ankle and had to be replaced by Mike Simon.
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    It is truly the record that will never be broken

    The one lasting contribution that the Pirates made to the history of the game in 1912 was the setting of the all-time record for triples in a season by Owen “Chief” Wilson at 36. With apologies to the great Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio and his legendary hitting streak, but this is truly the one major hitting record that will never be broken.

    First let it be said that one of the reasons it will never be eclipsed is the way the stadiums are set up today and the fact we are no longer in a dead-ball era.

    In the past, the walls were farther from home plate. Since in the dead-ball era home runs were nowhere near the magnitude they are today, the distance created a huge barrier. For example, let’s compare Forbes Field in 1912 and Forbes Field in 1970. While left field was actually a shorter 360-365 (still a long distance by anyone’s measurements), left center was 419 compared to 406, center was 462 compared to 457, right center was 447 compared to the 1970 distance of 435, and most importantly the right field line, considering Wilson was a lefty, was 376 compared to only 300 feet later on. To further illustrate the Forbes Field factor, Wilson hit 24 of his 36 triples in the classic park as the Bucs banged out a major-league record 129 triples, which was 38 more than the runners-up from Chicago and Cincinnati who each hit 91. Take all that into consideration with the fact that the ball flew much slower in the dead-ball era than it did after 1920 and the advent of a livelier ball (and especially in today’s game when an even livelier ball gets to the outfield at an extremely quick pace), and one can see why it will never be broken.

    Wilson’s record was not just a fluke due to the stadium and the time period, but also a reflection of the power and speed he also possessed. It was said in Sporting Life that Wilson’s three-baggers weren’t cheap. Utilizing his power, he often would often hit them over the heads of the outfielders and then by means of his impressive speed would motor to third (31 times in his career he made it to home for an inside-the-park home run, good for seventh on the all-time career list). It went further on to reveal Wilson’s apparent impressive bat control, which allowed him to hit it to all fields and, as the Pittsburgh Post Gazette would say, made it impossible for opposing managers to position their defense to try to stop him. The impressive season saw him hit three triples in a game on two occasions, and the quiet Texan also had a five consecutive-game streak where he hit at least one three-bagger. Bottom line: he changed the way teams had to play the Pirates in a testament to his true talent at the time.

    With all that being said, the record, when it was set, was so far above what anybody had done that it was an extremely impressive mark. Larry Doyle had tied Sam Crawford’s 1903 modern mark of 25 triples just the year before.

    Wilson’s total of 36 was a full 44 percent higher than the previous record. In all the years since he set it, only Joe Jackson (1912), Sam Crawford (1914), and Kiki Cuyler (1925) have come closer than Doyle with 26, 27 percent below the record.

    If you take into consideration the 19th century, then you have Orr and Reitz who are at 31 triples, 17 percent below Wilson’s mark. To understand further why this mark will never come close to being broken, take into consideration the fact that since Adam Comorosky and Earle Combs hit 23 and 22 in 1930, the closest anyone has come is Snuffy Stirnweiss’s 22 in the war season of 1945, 38 percent less than Wilson. To take it one step further, the closest anyone has gotten in the second half of the 20th century was Lance Johnson in 1996 with 21 and Willie Wilson with 21 in 1985, 42 percent below Wilson. Even more impressively, no minor leaguer has ever come close to matching the phenomenal record.

    Compare it to DiMaggio’s record 56-game hitting streak. When he broke Wee Willie Keeler’s all-time mark he was 27 percent higher, which is more impressive than Wilson’s original mark. But when DiMaggio’s streak is compared to George Sisler’s modern-day mark of 41, Joltin’ Joe is 37 percent higher—less than Wilson’s percentage over his modern-day colleagues. Take it further and compare it to those who have come closest in the years since. Pete Rose went on a 44-game streak in 1978, which was 21 percent lower than DiMaggio’s mark, while Wilson’s record was over 42 percent higher in the second half of the century than any other contender.

    While it’s doubtful either mark will ever be eclipsed, with the fact of the stadium issue and the dead-ball issue, there is absolutely no doubt that Wilson’s record is much tougher to reach out of the two. No matter what size a stadium is, you can still hit safely in 56 games. Taking everything into consideration, Owen Wilson truly holds the record that will never be broken.

  

  Two other veterans of the glory days, Bobby Byrne, who came to the Bucs in 1909 and stabilized their weakest position at third base, and Howie Camnitz, former superstar workhorse of one of the greatest staffs in baseball in the past decade now fallen to 6-17 in 1913, were sent to the Phillies for Cozy Dolan and cash. Dolan hit only .203 in 35 games with the Pirates before being sent off to St. Louis the following season, while Byrne spent 3 1/2 seasons in Philadelphia, helping them to the NL crown in 1915 and Camnitz was 3-3 in the remainder of the season for the Phils before jumping to the Pittsburgh Rebels of the Federal League in 1914. It was yet another instance of getting virtually nothing for former stars.

  Jimmy Viox was a positive, as he hit .317, third in the league, while taking over the starting spot at second in his official rookie season.

  While Babe Adams and Hank Robinson had solid seasons and were still the stars of the mound corps with 21-10-2.15 and 14-9-2.38 campaigns respectively, Claude Hendrix fell off the mountaintop, falling to 14-15 in his last season in a Pirates uniform.

  When the Federal League appeared he following season, defections would kill the Pirates, making 1913 the last season they enjoyed as contenders for a while.
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  1914

  Record: 69-85 (.448)

  Finish: Seventh Place, 25.5 Games Behind

  By the time 1914 rolled around, Fred Clarke was very aggressively trying to put the Pirates back at the top of the National League standings. Eager to secure the rights to first baseman Ed Konetchy of the Cardinals, Clarke opened up the vault, sending right fielder Owen Wilson, converted first baseman Dots Miller, third baseman Cozy Dolan (acquired from the Phillies just the previous year), pitcher Hank Robinson (who had been solid for the team over the past couple years), and shortstop Art Butler to the Cards. In return the Bucs got Konetchy, third baseman Mike Mowrey and pitcher Bob Harmon. Dots Miller, who had been switched to first from second, claimed that he was just another victim of the Pirates jinx, but in reality he probably sealed his fate when he was named in a divorce suit as having had an affair with another man’s wife.

  While Wilson would have two solid years in St. Louis before retiring after his third and Miller would hit .290 in 1914 and play seven more major-league seasons Konetchy, hit only .249 before joining the rival Pittsburgh Rebels in 1915, as did fellow former Cardinal Mowrey. Harmon was the only one who stayed with the team for more than a season, going 39-54 in four campaigns. The destruction of the once-proud franchise was now almost complete, except for one more nail in the coffin: the Federal League.

  In what would prove to be the last challenge to Major League Baseball’s supremacy, the Federal League, spawned from the departed United States League of 1912, raided the leagues of some of their best players, including the Pirates’ former 24-game winner Claude Hendrix, outfielders Solly Hofman and Fred Kommers, and backup catcher Mike Simon, who took over the starting reins behind the plate when Gibson broke his ankle in 1913. It also put a team by the name of the Pittsburgh Rebels into the Bucs’ former confines along the three rivers, Exposition Park.
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  Although the Rebels opened up in front of a jam-packed 12,000 people early on, it was the Pirates who stole the headlines with an eight-game win streak and a 15-2 mark by May 7. They held on to the top spot until May 30, when they lost two to the Reds, dropping them into second. The losing streak eventually hit 10, and Pittsburgh, who couldn’t even depend on Honus Wagner any more as the 40-year-old legend dropped to .252, fell the whole way through the standings, finishing 54-83 after the 15-2 start.

  George Gibson was one of the few bright spots, hitting .285 after his injury in 1913. Overall the team was devastated. A few years of poor trades and signings had ripped apart everything they worked hard to build. As far as Clarke’s assessment of Konetchy being the next superstar, he eventually would become a much better player, starting with his .310 average for the Rebels the following year, but he never reached the status Clarke was certain he would although some considered him one of the best first basemen of the decade.
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  As a rookie in 1913, Jimmy Viox hit .317, good for third in the league, while taking over the starting spot at second base for the Pirates.

  1915

  Record: 73-81 (.474)

  Finish: Fifth Place, 18 Games Behind

  From the heights of four National League pennants and a world championship to a Hall of Fame career in the outfield, Fred Clarke had been one of the driving forces of the franchise since 1900 when he came over from the Louisville Colonels in one of the greatest heists in the history of the game. September 8, 1915 proved to a pivotal date in the history of the Pirates when the greatest manager in the history of Pittsburgh baseball called it quits after 16 years and a 1422-969-.595 record. He had accumulated a lot of money over the years, and without the motivation of making money, he decided that putting up with all the losing was just not worth it.

  As successful as Clarke was on the field and on the bench, he also had to assume some responsibility for the destruction of the club with poor trades and questionable judgment in talent.

  One move that might have been a good one for the franchise and put the team back in the driver’s seat ended up going against them. Future Hall of Famer George Sisler was declared a free agent coming out of the University of Michigan after a two-year fight with Barney Dreyfuss, who claimed the rights to him when he signed him as a minor and before Sisler had yet played pro ball. He ended up with the St. Louis Browns and Dreyfuss and the Pirates ended up out in the cold.

  Although Wagner’s career was coming to an end and he again finished under .300 at .274, he still ended up leading the circuit in fielding percentage and also became the oldest man to hit a grand slam in the 20th century on an inside-the-park job (it was a mark he held until Tony Perez broke it in 1985). New right fielder Bill Hinchman, who had been out of the majors since 1909 when he was with the Indians, led the team at the plate with a .307 average, fourth in the NL and 77 RBIs, good for fifth (one behind Wagner, who had 78).

  Al Maumaux, in his first full season as a starter, was certainly the team MVP with a 21-8 mark and 2.04 ERA, third in both wins and ERA. His .724 winning percentage, second in the league, was remarkable considering the Pirates’ team mark of .478. Wilbur Cooper, who soon became the greatest pitcher in the team’s history, suffered through his worst season ever at 5-16.

  Overall it was almost the end of an era with Clarke’s departure, an era that only the aging Wagner remained a part of.
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  1916

  Record: 65-89 (.422)

  Finish: Sixth Place, 29 Games Behind

  In 1899, Patsy Donovan and Bill Watkins piloted the club to a 76-73 record. In 1916 this would be an important fact because those two were the last managers of the Pirates before Fred Clarke’s 16-season run. Clarke retired following the 1915 campaign, and chosen as his replacement was James “Nixey” Callahan. There had been rumors in the offseason that Tommy Leach, Honus Wagner or Harry Smith would get the post, but Dreyfuss went with experience. Callahan managed the White Sox on two different occasions, totaling five seasons, and had the distinction of being the first man in American League history to throw a no-hitter in 1902.
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    Who’s on first? The jinx that was the Pirates’ carousel at first base

    While the Pirates spent the first two decades in the 20th century secure at shortstop with one of the greatest players ever to grace the field in Honus Wagner, they also spent the majority of that time unsuccessfully trying to find a permanent solution to their ills at first base.

    It didn’t start out that way, as Kitty Bransfield held the position from 1901-1904, hitting .308 in 1902. After Bransfield slumped to .223 in 1904, he was sent to Philadelphia for fellow first baseman Del Howard, and the dilemma began.

    Howard had a solid .292 campaign in 1905 but was shipped off to Boston following the season in what would turn out to be a great trade for the Pirates when they obtained Hall of Fame pitcher Vic Willis.

    Rookie Jim Nealon took over in 1906 and led the league in RBIs. He maintained the starting spot in 1907 but tragically contracted tuberculosis and died in 1910.

    Harry Swacina was the next player on deck in 1908, hitting only .216 while sharing time with Alan Storke (.252), Jim Kane (.241), and Doc Gill (.224). Swacina was injured and missed the better part of the season due to a groin operation. Rookie Bill Abstien was the man who next made the claim to the throne.

    Abstien was much better, hitting .260 with 70 RBIs and winning a world championship despite injuring his arm earlier in the season. But, alas, he was sold to St. Louis in the offseason after playing an extremely poor World Series that included nine strikeouts, five errors and several bad base-running decisions, including one at second in Game 6 which helped to prevent Pittsburgh from winning the Series a game earlier than it eventually did. He gave way to rookie John Flynn, who came in at .274 in 1910 but hurt his knee and slumped to .203 in 1911, and turning over his starting spot to Newt Hunter.

    Six players spent time at first in 1911 with Hunter, including Flynn, Wagner, Bill McKechnie, Mickey Keliher and Bill Keen, who played two and one games respectively.

    Dots Miller had been the second baseman for the Pirates during the past couple years, but he was deemed to have poor range, and was moved to what was thought to be his natural position, first base, of course, in 1912. Miller was the most successful of the first base incumbents since Nealon, hitting .275 and .272 in 1912 and 1913 and knocking in 87 and 90 runs respectively. Just as he was hitting his stride, he was sent packing in December of 1913 in a seven-man trade to the Cardinals, which brought what Fred Clarke had hoped would be an authentic superstar in first-sacker Ed Konetchy.

    Konetchy was certainly supposed to be the end-all but slumped to .249 in 1914 and jumped to the Pittsburgh Rebels of the Federal League the following season. There, unfortunately, he began to become what Clarke had thought him—a superstar—as he hit .310 with the Rebels. He went on to be one of the best defensive first basemen of the decade and was named in the New Bill James Historical Baseball Abstract as the best first baseman of the 1910s.

    Clarke handed over the reins in 1915 to Doc Johnston, who Pittsburgh bought from Cleveland. Johnston started off strong but slumped to .213 in 1916 and was replaced by the 43-year-old Wagner in 1917. Wagner hit an un-Wagner-like .265 in 1917, his last season, sharing time with Fritz Mollwitz (.257), and Bunny Brief (.217).

    Mollwitz took his shot at taking the spot in 1918 with a .269 average and then was sold to St. Louis, giving Vic Saier the nod. Saier hit .223 in 1919, which turned out to be the last year in his eight-season major-league career.

    Finally in 1920, Charlie Grimm emerged, hitting .227 in his first full season and maintained the position until 1924, hitting .345 with 99 RBIs in 1923, before being traded for George Grantham, who hit .300 in each of his seven seasons at first for the Bucs.

    Was it a jinx? Perhaps, as Konetchy, Miller, and Johnston went on to have solid careers after they left Pittsburgh (as did Bransfield). Nealon certainly met an unlucky ending after a nice start after Bransfield, and Mollwitz’s and Saier’s career ended quickly after their stints in the Steel City.

    It was bad luck in some cases, a lack of patience in others, and a lack of talent in still others, such as with Flynn, Swacina and Abstien. Whatever it was, first base proved to be as big a black hole as anything the Steel City would endure over the beginning of the 20th Century.

  

  Although the Boston native had piloted Chicago for five campaigns, he came into the job with only a marginal record of 309-329. As it turned out, he was incapable of directing the Pirates in the right direction, unable to capitalize on the destruction of the rival Federal League and more importantly the Pittsburgh Rebels, as the Pirates were shut out on 27 occasions.

  Two more former World Series standouts saw their stars go down. Wagner, who was hitting .341 in July only to fall to .287 after splitting the webbing on his hands between his fingers in early August, had a poor season as did Babe Adams, who tossed a one-hitter against the Cardinals on the second game of the season only to lose his curveball on his way to an embarrassing 2-9-5.72 campaign. Adams was unceremoniously waived by the club at the end of the year.

  Bill Hinchman again was the offensive star, hitting .315, third in the senior circuit, with a third best 76 RBIs, while leading the league in triples with 16. Max Carey won his third stolen base title in four years with 63.

  While Adams struggled on the mound, Al Maumaux won 20 games again with a 21-15 mark. Wilbur Cooper rebounded from his lackluster effort in 1915 to post a 12-11 record and NL fourth best 1.87 ERA.

  Clarke certainly was missed in 1916; unfortunately the bottom was not yet reached, as the club found out in 1917. What it also found out was Nixey Callahan was no Fred Clarke.
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  1917

  Record: 51-103 (.331)

  Finish: Eighth Place, 47 Games Behind

  Myron Cope, perhaps the greatest sports talk show host ever to grace the airwaves in the Steel City, once made the statement that sometimes a team has to hit rock bottom before it can get better. If that statement is correct, and in a lot of cases it is, then 1917 was the season in which the once-proud Pittsburgh Pirates reached the bottom of the canyon. They fell all the way to the bottom of the National League standings for the first time since 1891, the year after the Players League debacle. This time there was no new rebel league with many player defections to blame the slide on. It was just plain and simple a lack of quality players, as well as management and front office decisions.

  Hall of Famer Honus Wagner was at the end of his baseball rope this season. Forty-three years old, his father passed away. Wagner, newly married, and balking at the prospect of having his salary cut by Dreyfuss, decided to retire at the beginning of the campaign. He eventually settled for a $10,000 contract, two to five thousand more than what was originally offered, and returned to the team June 7. Wagner spent most of the season as the latest in a long line of starting first baseman for the team, while 22-year-old rookie Chuck Ward became the answer to the trivia question “Who replaced Honus Waner at short?”

  Ward hit only .236, almost 100 points under Wagner’s .329 career mark, and was the answer to another trivia question the next season: “Who was traded for Casey Stengel?” as Ward went over to the Dodgers in 1918 for the colorful soon-to-be great manager of the New York Yankees. 1917 turned out to be Ward’s last season as a starter in the majors.

  The downside of Stengel is that he became the one to put a damper on Wagner’s last go-round in the majors. With Honus hitting over .300 in mid-July, Stengel spiked him while sliding into first, sending Wagner out of the lineup and into a slump that gave him a .265 final mark.

  Dreyfuss, one of the most beloved owners earlier in the century, was now cutting salaries left and right. The players, angry and sick of losing, were uncontrollable, and Nixey Callahan was unable to establish any discipline. After a 20-40 start, Callahan left unexcused for a 10-day period. Dreyfuss replaced him with Wagner at the helm, hoping he could settle the players’ attitudes. Wagner just wanted to be a temporary fix, and after a 1-4 tenure, Dreyfuss handed over the reins to West Coast scout Hugo Bezdek.

  Although it seemed like the players respected him as an authority figure, Bezdek was extremely underqualified for the position, as he would become famous for his prowess on the gridiron. He built great programs at Arkansas, Oregon and Penn State, where he would be a successful coach for 12 years. He was hardly a winner in baseball this season, finishing the year at 30-59.

  Despite his lack of baseball experience, Hugo surprisingly succeeded with the Bucs the next two years, finishing above .500 for both seasons.
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  Honus Wagner and the Pirates hit rock bottom in 1917 as the Pirates finished last in the National League and the 43-year-old Wagner was replaced at shortstop by 22-year-old rookie Chuck Ward.

  Although Wilbur Cooper had a fabulous campaign at 17-11-2.36 during this embattled season, 23-year-old Al Mamaux, the leader of the pack the past two seasons, was suspended by the club and had a miserable 2-11-5.25 season. Burleigh Grimes, who went on to a tremendous career in Brooklyn, labored at 3-16 in his first full season in the majors.

  Bill Hinchman, the Bucs’ leading hitter over the past two years, slumped to .189 after the 34-year-old outfielder broke his leg during the season. Max Carey took control as the team’s best offensive player, hitting .296 with yet another National League stolen base title at 46.

  The icing on the cake was at a dinner in honor of Callahan given by a group that was quickly jumping on the anti-Dreyfuss bandwagon. Callahan made the statement (during the midst of World War I), that his worst wish for the evil German Kaiser was to let him manage a baseball team under the rule of Dreyfuss.

  While it turned out to be a temporary funk, 1917 certainly had to go down as one of the lowest points in the history of the franchise.
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  1918

  Record: 65-60 (.520)

  Finish: Fourth Place, 17 Games Behind

  Although 1918 quickly signaled the end of the Pirates’ flirtation with the second division, as the team went on a 14-4 run in July to pull out of the doldrums into the first division, it’s a season that will be more remembered for what happened overseas: World War I.

  As America was finally pulled into the great conflict in 1917, baseball went through the season relatively unscathed. Only 76 players from the majors were called to arms during the campaign. The game went on as normal, and the White Sox won the World Series, the last world championship the great city of Chicago has seen to date.

  Things began normally in 1918 until the provost marshal of the armed forces, Gen. Enoch Crowder, declared that all men who were not in war-essential occupations be sent to help the effort. When the men who ran baseball did not send a representative to plead their case as to the national pastime being declared essential, baseball, unlike the entertainment industry which did argue its position, was left off the list and their players were subject to military service. Two hundred seventy-seven players eventually were called to duty.

  The season was shut down the first week of September except for the World Series, which for the second consecutive year proved to be both a happy and sad occasion. This time the Boston Red Sox won it all, their last championship to date.

  What all this meant for the Pirates was that the organization lost an NL-high 18 players, including 15 that missed time during the 1918 campaign. It also meant the signing of a couple of old vets who were over the baseball draft age of 35 but came back to help the franchise in a pinch, covering the positions created by the military drafting of their players. Forty-year-old Tommy Leach hit .194 in 72 at-bats and 36-year-old former World Series hero Babe Adams was 1-1 with a fine 1.19 ERA in 23 innings of work.

  The mound corps was the key to the Bucs’ resurgence this season as they posted a 2.48 team ERA, second in the senior circuit. Wilbur Cooper had his strongest season to date, with a 19-14 mark and 2.11 ERA, third in the league, while Erskine Meyer, who was obtained from the Phillies in July for Elmer Jacobs, proved to be a very advantageous pickup as he went 9-3 (16-7 overall, good for an NL second best .696 winning percentage), with a 2.26 ERA. Twenty-six-year-old southpaw Earl Hamilton was off to a spectacular 6-0-0.83 start in six complete-game outings when he went to help Uncle Sam. Ironically for Hamilton, he was coming off a campaign in which he went in reverse, going 0-9 for the Browns in 1917. The Gibson City, Illinois, native returned to the Pirates after the conflict, as did all the players. They were reminded by management before they went that the reserve clause was still in effect when they came back. Hamilton won 49 games over the next five seasons.

  Offensively, the team was more noted for its trio of soon-to-be tremendous managerial candidates than it was for its offensive prowess. Billy Southworth, the great Cardinals manager of the 1940s who had last played in the majors for the Indians in 1915, hit a team-high .341, in right field. The future Pirates manager of the early to mid 20s who led them to the summit in 1925, Bill McKechnie, was purchased in May from Cincinnati and patrolled the hot corner, hitting .255. The third member of the group, Casey Stengel, had come to the Bucs in a January trade with the Dodgers that sent, among others, Burleigh Grimes, who unfortunately came off his 3-16 1917 season to go 19-9-2.14 for the Brooklynites in 1918. Stengel, who spiked Honus Wagner the year before, ruining what was the great shortstop’s last major-league season, hit .246 in 122 at-bats before heading off to the service himself.

  With all the managerial talent on the bench, perhaps it was one of the reasons the minimally experienced Hugo Bezdek was able to fashion the incredible turnaround. Nonetheless it was a strange season and included a 20-inning scoreless tie with the Braves on August 1, which the Pirates won 2-0 in the 21st frame. Despite the success on the field, it is one the team and the nation would rather forget.
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    The Brave 15: A list of the 15 Pirates who served in World War I

    Buster Caton: 21-year-old starting shortstop who hit .234 in 303 at-bats.

    Casey Stengel: 27-year-old outfielder who hit .246 in 122 at-bats.

    Lee King: 25-year-old outfielder who hit .232 in 122 at-bats.

    Ben Shaw: 25-year-old first baseman who hit .194 in 36 at-bats.

    Fred Blackwell: 22-year-old catcher who hit .154 in 13 at-bats.

    Earl Hamilton: 26-year-old pitcher who went 6-0-0.83 in 54 innings.

    Hal Carlson: 24-year-old pitcher who went 0-1-3.75 in 12 innings.

    Other position players who did not play in 1918

    Tony Boeckel: 25-year-old starting third baseman in 1917 who hit .265 in 219 at-bats. Boeckel unfortunately became the first major-league player ever to lose his life in an automobile accident while playing for the Braves in 1924.

    Adam DeBus: 25-year-old infielder who hit .229 in 131 at-bats in 1917.

    Charlie Jackson: 24-year-old outfielder who hit .240 in 121 at-bats in 1917.

    Ray Miller: 30-year-old first baseman who hit .148 in 27 at-bats in 1917, his only major-league season.

    Hooks Warner: 24-year-old infielder who hit .200 in five at-bats in 1917.

    Billy Webb: 22-year-old infielder who hit .200 in 15 at-bats in 1917, his only major-league season.

    Other pitchers who did not play in 1918

    Bill Evans: 25-year-old who was 0-4 with a 3.38 ERA in 27 innings in 1917.

    Elmer Ponder: 25-year-old who was 1-1 with a 1.69 ERA in 21 innings in 1917.
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  1919

  Record: 71-68 (.511)

  Finish: Fourth Place, 24.5 Games Behind

  It was a season more known for its indiscretions than anything else thanks to the Gang of Eight, more popularly known as the Black Sox. While Shoeless Joe and his Chicago brethren were in the process of throwing the World Series to the Reds, the Pirates were proving that 1918 was no fluke by staying in the first division, finishing the 1919 campaign again above .500.

  Perhaps the main surprise of the season was the resurgence of 37-year-old pitcher Babe Adams. Adams, who was left for dead after 1916, got another chance as the Bucs’ roster was depleted during World War I. He made the most of it, finishing 17-10 with the fifth best ERA in the league at 1.98.

  The starting outfield once again included two great managers. Billy Southworth hit .280 in left, and the colorful Casey Stengel was in right, a .293 hitter until he was dealt to the Phillies in August for Possum Whitted, who led the team with a .389 average in 131 at-bats the rest of the way for Pittsburgh.

  Before leaving, Stengel showed his colors in a game against the Dodgers on May 25 when he tipped his hat to the crowd and a sparrow came out from underneath.
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  A third member of the outfield, center fielder Max Carey, hit for his best average to date (.307) but was limited to 244 at-bats due to a lingering illness.

  Despite the fact that the offense and pitching were only—fifth in both runs scored and team ERA—Pittsburgh did boast a solid duo defensively in the middle of the diamond as second baseman George Cutshaw and shortstop Zeb Terry both led the NL in their positions with .980 and .960 fielding percentages respectively. Terry was acquired from Boston in the offseason. Neither were offensive powers, though, with .242 and .227 averages and a combined 78 RBIs.

  After the season ended, the club, along with a few members of the Dodgers and Braves, went down to Cuba to play an exhibition series against the Cuban Nationals, which included Negro League great Cristobal Torriente. The Cubans upset the Bucs and company, winning the series 13-11. Both Carey and Southworth were held in check, hitting .250 each, while George Cutshaw hit only .231.

  Overall it was a decent way to end a rather strange decade for both the Pirates and baseball in general. The last two seasons of the 1910s marked the beginning of the Pirates’ next run at glory in the mid-20s and with the retirement of Wagner two year before, the end of the former dynasty.
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  1920

  Record: 79-75 (.513)

  Finish: Fourth Place, 14 Games Back

  Baseball had, unknown to most fans, experienced its darkest moment as eight players of the Chicago White Sox had conspired or at least known about a conspiracy to throw the 1919 World Series. An era of crooked play was soon uncovered as Americans themselves began to flaunt a disrespect for the law by disobeying Prohibition, making rich men of thugs and petty criminals in the process. Recovering from the “Black Sox” scandal would be baseball’s biggest challenge.

  After Bezdek resigned, Dreyfuss approached George Gibson, the former stalwart catcher of the team’s glory days, about managing the Pirates. Gibson was interested, but felt Dreyfuss had violated a handshake deal the two had made while Gibson was playing for the Pirates. Gibson, while in his prime, had asked Dreyfuss that if he was ever traded from the team that he not be subjected to waivers. If, Gibson said, his skills had deteriorated to such an extent that his movement to another club would be a waiver transaction, Dreyfuss would release him instead. Dreyfuss, according to Gibson, agreed to this, but recanted late in Gibson’s career and sought to waive him to the Giants. Gibson retired instead, but was coaxed out of retirement the following year by John McGraw, the Giants’ manager.

  Before agreeing to manage the Pirates, Gibson demanded Dreyfuss pay him the $1,800 waiver price he had received from the Giants as well as his salary for the two months he sat out from the game. Dreyfuss respected Gibson’s baseball knowledge and agreed. As a player, Gibson had worked well with Pirates pitchers, and he had gained managerial experience with Toronto of the International League in 1918 and 1919.

  While optimistic about improving the team from fourth place, Gibson had a number of holes on his team. The poor play of veteran first basemen Vic Saier and Fritz Mollwitz had led to the team trading for Possum Whitted from the Phillies and purchasing the slick-fielding Charlie Grimm from Little Rock of the Southern Association late in the 1919 season. Both hit well after coming to the Pirates, but Whitted was a versatile performer and an excellent outfielder. The young Grimm was given the first base job despite previous difficulties hitting major-league pitching.

  The club also had a hole at third base. Walt Barbare had hit fairly well in 1919 but was being asked to move to shortstop as a replacement for holdout Zeb Terry. Whitted was switched to third so his bat could remain in the lineup without sacrificing the hitting of Max Carey, Carson Bigbee or Billy Southworth. It was also thought at the time that Whitted had assisted the Pirates in a major coup, the signing of a hard-throwing right-hander, Leo Mangum, who hailed from Whitted’s home state.

  Bad weather shortened the team’s early preseason workouts in West Baden, Indiana, before the team moved to Hot Springs, Arkansas, to complete spring training. The Pirates were never able to come to terms with Terry, and he was traded to the Cubs in early April, but Barbare had his jaw broken by a pitched ball and was replaced at shortstop by Buster Caton, a light hitter who proved subpar defensively. Further complicating Gibson’s initial start was another holdout, that of catcher Walter Schmidt. Schmidt eventually did sign just as the season was starting, but he reported overweight and out of shape.

  Still, the club got off to a fair start and was actually in first place by a few percentage points in early May, but the team hit a cold streak in June which saw them drop into the second division before rebounding to finish fourth for the third season in a row.

  Although leading the league in fielding, Grimm still had not learned to hit and finished at .227. While no National Leaguer drove in 100 runs in 1920, Whitted’s 74 were sixth among team leaders, outdoing only the Phillies’ Cy Williams (72) and the Braves’ Walter Holke (64).

  Banning the spitball had obviously not helped the Pirates’ offense. The Pirates had to hustle for runs all season long, and the team was last in hitting (.257) and barely outscored the Braves to escape finishing last in runs as well. Outfielders Carey, Bigbee and Southworth were effective dead-ball players, all hitting between .280 and .289, and Carey again led the league in steals with 52. With Southworth and Bigbee contributing 23 and 31 stolen bases, the Bucs did top the league in at least one positive category, with 181.

  CLUB LEADERS 1910-1919

  TEAM RECORD: 736-751 (.495)

  
    
      	Batting Average (1000 AB)
    

    
      	1. Honus Wagner
      	296
    

    
      	2. Chief Wilson
      	285
    

    
      	3. Bill Hinchman
      	285
    

    
      	4. Bob Byrne
      	279
    

    
      	5. Max Carey
      	273
    

  

  
    
      	Hits
    

    
      	1. Max Carey
      	1284
    

    
      	2. Honus Wagner
      	1120
    

    
      	3. Chief Wilson
      	640
    

    
      	4. Bob Byrne
      	606
    

    
      	5. Dots Miller
      	541
    

  

  
    
      	Runs
    

    
      	1. Max Carey
      	727
    

    
      	2. Honus Wagner
      	507
    

    
      	3. Bob Byrne
      	350
    

    
      	4. Chief Wilson
      	282
    

    
      	5. Dots Miller
      	276
    

  

  
    
      	Wins
    

    
      	1. Babe Adams
      	119
    

    
      	2. Wilbur Cooper
      	96
    

    
      	3. Howie Camnitz
      	60
    

    
      	4. Al Mamaux
      	49
    

    
      	5. Claude Hendrix
      	42
    

  

  
    
      	Bases on Balls
    

    
      	1. Wilbur Cooper
      	458
    

    
      	2. Howie Camnitz
      	311
    

    
      	3. Al Mamaux
      	308
    

    
      	4. Babe Adams
      	298
    

    
      	5. Marty O’Toole
      	281
    

  

  
    
      	Home Runs
    

    
      	1. Chief Wilson
      	37
    

    
      	2. Honus Wagner
      	31
    

    
      	3. Max Carey
      	30
    

    
      	4. Dots Miller
      	18
    

    
      	5. Bill Hinchman
      	11
    

  

  
    
      	Doubles
    

    
      	1. Max Carey
      	180
    

    
      	2. Honus Wagner
      	179
    

    
      	3. Bob Byrne
      	120
    

    
      	4. Dots Miller
      	87
    

    
      	5. Chief Wilson
      	79
    

  

  
    
      	Stolen Bases
    

    
      	1. Max Carey
      	392
    

    
      	2. Honus Wagner
      	179
    

    
      	3. Bob Byrne
      	89
    

    
      	4. Carson Bigbee
      	77
    

    
      	5. Dots Miller
      	66
    

  

  
    
      	Losses
    

    
      	1. Babe Adams
      	89
    

    
      	2. Wilbur Cooper
      	83
    

    
      	3. Howie Camnitz
      	57
    

    
      	4. Bob Harmon
      	52
    

    
      	5. Frank Miller
      	49
    

  

  
    
      	Strikeouts
    

    
      	1. Babe Adams
      	714
    

    
      	2. Wilbur Cooper
      	675
    

    
      	3. Howie Camnitz
      	444
    

    
      	4. Claude Hendrix
      	371
    

    
      	5. Al Mamaux
      	369
    

  

  
    
      	Saves
    

    
      	1. Wilbur Cooper
      	11
    

    
      	2. Howie Camnitz
      	7
    

    
      	3. George McQullan
      	6
    

    
      	4. Claude Hendrix
      	5
    

    
      	5. Erv Kantlehner
      	5
    

  

  
    
      	RBIs
    

    
      	1. Honus Wagner
      	519
    

    
      	2. Max Carey
      	368
    

    
      	3. Chief Wilson
      	325
    

    
      	4. Dots Miller
      	303
    

    
      	5. Bill Hinchman
      	195
    

  

  
    
      	Triples
    

    
      	1. Honus Wagner
      	84
    

    
      	2. Max Carey
      	82
    

    
      	3. Chief Wilson
      	75
    

    
      	4. Dots Miller
      	50
    

    
      	5. Bob Byrne
      	40
    

  

  
    
      	Slugging Percentage (1000 AB)
    

    
      	1. Chief Wilson
      	437
    

    
      	2. Honus Wagner
      	413
    

    
      	3. Bill Hinchman
      	398
    

    
      	4. Bob Byrne
      	381
    

    
      	5. Dots Miller
      	379
    

  

  
    
      	Winning Percentage (50 Dec.)
    

    
      	1. Wilbur Cooper
      	2.40
    

    
      	2. Babe Adams
      	2.50
    

    
      	3. Bob Harmon
      	2.60
    

    
      	4. Al Mamaux
      	2.61
    

    
      	5. Lefty Leifield
      	2.70
    

  

  
    
      	ERA (500 IP)
    

    
      	1. Claude Hendrix
      	583
    

    
      	2. Al Mamaux
      	576
    

    
      	3. Babe Adams
      	572
    

    
      	4. Wilbur Cooper
      	536
    

    
      	5. Howie Camnitz
      	517
    

  

  Still, the team’s most effective offensive performer may have been spare outfielder Fred Nicholson, who led the league with 12 pinch hits while batting .360 in 247 at-bats. Nicholson, however, was a horrible fielder, which limited his playing time.

  Gibson’s touch with pitching did prove to be a positive, and it was due to fine mound work that the club finished above .500. Ace Wilbur Cooper’s 24 wins were second in the league and Babe Adams won 17 games for the second year in a row. However, Don Carlson, Elmer Ponder and Earl Hamilton were a disappointing 35-41. Carlson’s problems might have been traced to Dreyfuss, who hated the spitball so much that he refused to register Carlson as a spitball thrower prior to the beginning of the year, effectively taking a key pitch away from his right-hander.

  Pittsburgh played at about the same level under Gibson as it had under Bezdek the year before, but 1920 saw the debut of two players who would figure heavily in the team’s success during the rest of the decade. Clyde Barnhart had impressed late in the season, playing 12 games at third and hitting .326. Another youngster who would eventually force Barnhart to the outfield filled in unimpressively at the troubled shortstop spot, hitting only .212 and fielding a dreadful .860, with 12 errors in 17 games. His name was Harold Traynor, and as a child he had expressed a fondness for pie.
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  1921

  Record: 90-63 (.588)

  Finish: Second Place, 4 Games Behind

  Since their miracle world championship in 1914, the Boston Braves had slid into third place for two seasons, then moved between sixth and seventh in the National League over the next four years. The team finished only half a game out of the cellar in 1920, 30 games behind first place Brooklyn, and was last in scoring and seventh in pitching. It had few marketable assets other than its brilliant but hard-drinking shortstop, Walter “Rabbit” Maranville.

  Tired of seeing his Pittsburgh team finish fourth and of the team’s pitching staff being damaged by poor play at shortstop, Barney Dreyfuss made a huge and expensive move to improve the team. He sent outfielders Billy Southworth (.284, 23 stolen bases) and Fred Nicholson (.360 in 247 at-bats), infielder Walt Barbare who had batted .274 after recovering from a broken jaw, and $15,000 to the Braves for Maranville, whose averages of .267 in 1919 and .266 in 1920 represented career highs. Despite the much-needed cash and the fact that all three players had outhit Maranville, fans in Boston were outraged. Fans in Pittsburgh would first be delighted, then amused, and finally heartbroken.

  Featuring a fairly set lineup going into spring training, the only question was second base. Veteran George Cutshaw, an excellent defensive player during his prime with the Robins was holding out, giving an opportunity to young Cotton Tierney. The Pirates were thought to have a deep pitching staff led by veterans Wilbur Cooper and Babe Adams, strong defense, and excellent speed. Prior to spring training, a little-noticed move was made when the Pirates released utility man Bill McKechnie to Minneapolis where he would get a further shot at managing.

  Dreyfuss, although nowhere near predicting a pennant, did decide to add 2,500 seats to Forbes Field. This necessitated the benches moving back and created actual dugouts instead of the team bench being located at field level. Among the hopefuls in camp was an all-around athlete from the University of Pittsburgh, Jimmy Dehart, but he failed to make the team and declined a minor-league deal. Clyde Barnhart, who hit impressively as a late-season recall in 1920, won the third base job, allowing manager George Gibson to return Possum Whitted to right field, a position he preferred and played very well.

  The Pirates’ chances were thought to be improved by the fact that the Cincinnati Reds, baseball’s world champions of two years prior, had several holdouts, while the reigning league champs from Brooklyn were seen as a less formidable collection of players. The strongest team entering the season appeared to be John McGraw’s New York Giants.

  Despite their limited manpower, the Reds mounted a rally in the eighth inning of the opener to defeat Adams, 6-5. But the Pirates’ pitching was strong early in the campaign, and Cutshaw, who had signed just prior to the start of the season, was installed at second when Tierney was forced to move to third to replace an ailing Barnhart.

  Cutshaw started hitting as he never had before, batting .380 through April, while Tierney was almost unstoppable at .451.

  Another young player, Whitey Glazner, quickly moved into the rotation and started the season with four straight wins. Cooper was even better, winning six in a row, and rookie “Chief” Moses Yellowhorse, a Native American, quickly became a fan favorite with his excellent relief pitching.
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  Whitey Glazner started out the 1921 season with four straight wins. Glazner finished the season with a 14-5 record and a 2.77 ERA.

  As the Bucs appeared to be solid contenders, the team looked for ways to improve its chances and was rumored to be interested in making a deal with the Reds for Heinie Groh, the star third baseman who was still a holdout. While Dreyfuss did not deny the team’s interest in the wielder of the famed bottle bat, he flatly denied the team had offered Barnhart and two young pitchers for his services.

  The Giants were proving to be the Pirates’ chief rival, as many had predicted. McGraw’s team featured several young stars, including Frankie Frisch, former Pirate George Kelly, and Ross Youngs. Dave Bancroft was argued to be as good a shortstop as Maranville. While the Giants’ pitching was not as highly respected, it did boast Art Nehf, an underrated lefthander, and Shufflin’ Phil Douglas, a pitcher talented enough that his erratic behavior was usually tolerated.

  The Giants came to Pittsburgh in early June and demonstrated to the Pirates and their fans that the Bucs were going to have a battle on their hands the entire season. Nehf opened the series with a 7-0 shutout. In the second game, the Giants scored three in the 12th to win 4-1 after tying the game in the 9th. Cooper, the Bucs’ big man, was pummeled for 11 runs in six innings in a 12-0 loss as the Giants took over first place. Adams salvaged the finale, coming out of the bullpen to pitch four shutout innings of relief to basically deadlock the standings.

  The Pirates’ poor showing on the field was said to have spilled over into the clubhouse, and rumors of infighting and heavy drinking began. Some stories claimed that Yellowhorse was African-American and alluded to rumors that some players did not want to take the field with him.

  The stories died down as the Bucs regrouped and battled for first place with the Giants over the ensuing weeks. Fans were amused by the antics of the fun-loving Maranville, Tierney, Charlie Grimm and Possum Whitted, who entertained the faithful with comedic routines and songs prior to games. At the time, their shenanigans were said to be keeping the ball club loose. All of the joking did not seem to be hurting Maranville, who carried a .357 average, fourth in the league among regulars, into early July. Whitted hit two home runs in one game as his outfield mates Carson Bigbee and Max Carey joined him in a long-ball assault, the first time a Pirates team had hit four home runs in one game. The Possum, though, suffered an injury in late June, and with his backup, Johnny Mokan, also hurt, the Pirates dealt pitcher Elmer Ponder to the Cubs for outfielder Dave Robertson, a strong hitter who batted from the left side. Also to bolster the roster, Pittsburgh claimed catcher Tony Brottem off waivers from the Senators. It was the second time the Pirates had attempted to obtain the backstop, as they earlier had believed they purchased his rights as well as those of outfielder Bing Miller from Little Rock, but Commissioner Landis had ruled the Senators had an earlier claim on the players.

  Meanwhile, a young star seemed to be waiting for another chance to impress Gibson. Pie Traynor was having a great year at Birmingham, batting .360 with 40 stolen bases in 70 games. One scout called him the best shortstop the Southern League had ever produced, but the Pirates were playing so well there was no room for him in Pittsburgh. The Bucs rebuilt a somewhat comfortable lead of six games by mid-July despite not having a major win streak. The secret of the Pirates’ success had been consistency, except for their earlier series against New York.

  Some chinks began to again appear in the Bucs’ armor. Yellowhorse had to undergo surgery and would be lost to the team for several weeks. The Giants again stalled the Pirates when the Bucs went to the Polo Grounds. Cooper was routed on July 16 as the New Yorkers moved to within two games, but Cutshaw regained the Bucs’ three-game lead with a game-winning triple in the 10th the next day. The teams split the final two contests, as the Giants scored big against Johnny Morrison but were held in check once again by Adams. Suddenly, all the kidding by the Pirates’ colorful players wasn’t entertaining fans. Maranville & Co. were accused of not putting enough effort into their game, but Gibson dismissed these claims, stating that once the games began, his players’ minds were on baseball.

  [image: image]

  “Chief” Moses Yellowhorse, a Native American, quickly became a fan favorite and was an excellent reliever during the 1921 season.

  While the Bucs had prevented the Giants from gaining on them in New York, such would not be the case when the New York returned to Forbes. The Giants won three of four, and all three were described as heartbreakers. New York now stood only percentage points behind the Pirates and had beaten the Bucs nine times in fourteen tries during the first half of the season. To make matters worse, the Giants swung a pair of deals with the Philadelphia Phillies that netted them veteran ballplayers Johnny Rawlings and Irish Meusel, one of baseball’s top hitters. The Pirates had reportedly tried to obtain Meusel, as well and Dreyfuss claimed that he had responded to an inquiry by Phillies owner Bill Baker that he would be interested in the outfielder and had made an offer, but had not heard back from Baker.

  Although the team had been mostly healthy all year, nagging injuries forced Walter Schmidt from the lineup and reduced Carey’s abilities. With New York confidence seemingly at a high point, the Pirates caught a break as the Giants went into a slump and quickly lost ground.

  The Bucs, at the same time, were playing well despite having to cover for their wounded, and the team improved its record to 73-39, a seven- and-a-half-game lead over the Giants, whose record stood at 67-48. Columnist Ralph Davis of The Sporting News figured that if the Pirates played just .500 ball the rest of the year, the Giants would have to go 27-11 to beat them. His column featured the headline “Bucs Can Jog to Flag in the Last Month.”

  Unfortunately, even in 1921, New York was not a safe place for jogging. Nehf and Douglass beat Pirates aces Adams and Cooper 10-2 and 7-0 on August 24. Big Fred Toney, considered the strongest man in the NL, stopped the Bucs 5-2 in the next game. The struggling Bucs were done in by a Frankie Frisch triple as Douglass walked over the Pirates again, this time beating hard-luck lefty Earl Hamilton, 2-1.

  Nehf ran his 1921 record against Pittsburgh to 6-0 on August 27, as the Pirates lost another 2-1 ballgame. New York had tied Pittsburgh once again and in doing so now led the season series 14-5. The Giants’ underrated hurlers had stopped Pirate hitters. Maranville and Barnhart went 3 for 18 in the series; Bigbee 5 for 19; Tierney 1 for 8 and Grimm 3 for 15. Neither Whitted or his platoon partner Nicholson stood out in the series, and Carey, who failed to deliver a big hit, made a costly error in the final game.

  After the losses, more scrutiny was placed on the team. It was known that several Pirates were heavy drinkers, and their nighttime activities were said to be taking a toll on them causing resentment among their teammates. Allegedly, three players were arrested during a nightclub raid. Gibson was criticized for being too easy in his dealings with his players. Despite this and the team not rebounding with a hot streak as they had done previously, the Giants could not take the lead for good, and Pirates fans began to take solace in the fact that the Bucs had an easier schedule with many more home games remaining than the Giants.

  The Giants came into Pittsburgh with the pennant on the line for games beginning on September 16. Toney was even better than his previous start, throwing a two-hitter as the Giants hit Hamilton hard this time around. Pirates fans showed their frustration, throwing pop bottles at umpire McCormick after he had called Grimm out for interfering with Rawlings on a play at second. One bottle struck the arbiter in the head, but he remained in the game. McCormick did consent to being escorted from Forbes Field by armed police for his protection following the contest.

  Nehf at this point probably could have thrown anything he wanted to against the Pirates as he beat them for the seventh time, 6-1. Pittsburgh imploded late in the game, which had been a 1-0 Bucs lead through six. Luckily, Babe Adams was available the next day. Seemingly the only Pirate hurler able to stop New York, the oldest player on the club not only pitched a 2-1 triumph, but scored the first run after legging out a triple. In the ninth, the Bucs cut down Kelly at the plate trying to score the tying run on a hit by Meusel, but it was to be the Pirates’ last highlight of the season. They found themselves five games back and they would only inch closer after the Giants had won their pennant.

  Despite their heartache, Pirates fans visited Forbes Field in record numbers as attendance jumped from 429,037 to 701,567. All of this initially boded well for the players, as Dreyfuss had implemented a profit-sharing plan for the Pirates prior to the season. However, following the season, he dropped this idea, and some players voiced their anger in the offseason.

  Several Pirates enjoyed fine years statistically in 1921. Bigbee hit .323, and Carey batted .309 but did not lead the league in steals, as leg problems held him to 37 stolen bases. Robertson was a valuable acquisition, as his .322 mark showed. Cutshaw hit a career-high .340 in 350 at-bats, but while Maranville set a new personal mark at .294, he slumped badly at the plate during the second half of the season.

  While the averages were noteworthy, it must be remembered that 1921 marked the first year of the lively ball in the National League, and Pittsburgh’s .285 team average was actually four points below the league norm. The mound was where the Pirates really stood out. Cooper, despite being knocked around by the Giants, led the league with 22 victories and 327 innings. Adams and Glazner each went 14-5 and finished second and third in the league in ERA, while Johnny Morrison allowed runs at only a slightly higher rate in compiling a 9-7 record. The Pirates’ 3.17 team ERA was the best in the league and over half a run better than the league average. Undoubtedly, the strong Pirates defense helped the staff as Grimm, Maranville, Carey, Bigbee and Schmidt were all excellent defenders and were all in their prime, while players like Cutshaw and Whitted, although slowing, were still considered above average at their positions.
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  1922

  Record: 85-69 (.552)

  Finish: Third Place, 8 Games Behind

  After surveying the collapse of his team in 1921, Barney Dreyfuss vowed to make changes in order to address shortcomings in player performance and discipline. Although the Pirates had finished the season with a fairly set lineup, third base had been a problem, and the rowdiness of several players was considered an even bigger threat to the team in 1922.

  Rumors of deals began almost immediately following the close of the season. Wilbur Cooper was said to be unpopular with his teammates despite his success and was rumored to be heading to Cincinnati for third baseman Heinie Groh. Another rumor had a package of players including Clyde Barnhart, the young incumbent at third, being traded for Milt Stock, the Cardinals’ third baseman who had fallen out of grace with Branch Rickey. The Pirates admitted that conversations were held regarding Stock but said Rickey’s price was too high. The Bucs also struck out in an attempt to obtain veteran Charlie Deal from the Cubs. Chicago had tried to sneak him through waivers amid rumors of ill health, in order to send him to the Pacific Coast League for Jigger Statz. In the end, the best the Pirates could do was to obtain utility infielders Jewel Ens from the Cardinals and Wilkinsburg’s Bill McKechnie from the minor leagues.

  Dreyfuss was more successful in making other changes. George Cutshaw was waived to Detroit, as the team claimed that he had slowed in the field despite his .340 average the previous year. Dreyfuss also announced that the team would not share profits as it had in 1921 with the players. The profit-sharing plan had been successful for the players as the Bucs drew record numbers to Forbes Field during its one-year implementation. Catcher Walter Schmidt, perhaps the shrewdest of the Bucs, wrote a letter to a local paper criticizing Dreyfuss and stating he would be happy to be traded. Schmidt undoubtedly realized that Dreyfuss’s promise of improved salaries would not make up the difference in the potential compensation players received. Schmidt was also said not to get along with manager George Gibson and it was implied the catcher had openly mocked some of Gibson’s strategies. Schmidt, not surprisingly, refused to sign his contract and did not report to camp.

  Two other holdouts were Gibson’s right fielders, Possum Whitted and Dave Robertson. Whitted’s holdout made his demise easier for Dreyfuss, as he had been labeled a carouser and had been involved in the New York nightclub fiasco the previous year. He was sold on waivers to Brooklyn but lasted only one game with the Robins.

  Robertson’s holdout led to his release as well. In place of Whitted, a skilled defensive right fielder and decent hitter, and Robertson, who had batted .322 after his midseason acquisition, the team planned on relying on young players such as Ray Rowher and Johnny Mokan in right. Cutshaw’s dismissal had also left an opening at second. Cotton Tierney, who had slumped badly the second half of 1921 and who carried a suspect glove, and shortstop prospect Pie Traynor contended at the keystone corner. Rowher’s brother Claude was also in camp to compete with Barnhart and retreads Ens and McKechnie at third. Late in camp, Gibson decided to move Traynor, who had been unimpressive at second, to third and inserted Stuffy Stewart, who had last played in the bigs in 1917, at second. McKechnie assumed more of a coach role and was designated to work with Traynor to sharpen his glovework at third. While the Traynor experiment proved an incredible success, Stewart played only three games at second before he was demoted.

  The Pirates were thus something of a question mark as the season began, and their play was predictably inconsistent. St. Louis crushed Cooper 10-1 in the opener, and the team struggled along at .500 for the first month of the season. The pitching, thought to be a strong point, was inconsistent, and Gibson was carrying ten pitchers on the roster, something unusual at the time. The Sporting News columnist Ralph Davis noted that “No team can use so many twirlers on its roster.”

  In May, the Bucs began to make a move, as the team’s hitting got hot and shot to the top of the league at .310. Maranville was noted as playing excellent ball, and it was said he seemed to be taking his job more seriously than the year before. Traynor’s play at third was also winning accolades, including some from John McGraw, and the team moved into third. Carson Bigbee led a comeback win against the rival Giants, going 4 for 5 with a pair of triples, a double and single. His second triple came with the bases loaded and was the game-winner in the Bucs’ 10-7 triumph. The victory moved Pittsburgh ahead of the Cards into second place.

  Second base was still unsettled. After Stewart was sent out, Tierney took over the position and hit well enough, but his defense was not a strong point, then he was injured. Ens, whose range was better suited for third or first, replaced him. Rowher and Mokan were not impressing in right field, either, and Walt Mueller, a left-handed slap hitter started to get more playing time. Bigbee’s strong hitting saw him fourth in the league among regulars at .372. Babe Adams and the undistinguished veteran Hal Carlson were pitching well.

  In mid-June, the Giants gave the Pirates flashbacks of 1921, beating the Bucs four straight at the Polo Grounds. The victories included a 13-0 debacle and a game-winning double from former Buc Highpockets Kelly against Adams. New York’s third win, a 7-1 pasting, gave the Giants a seven-game winning streak and knocked the Pirates into third.

  In late June, with the team stumbling further, Gibson tried to shake things up by moving Maranville to second and Traynor to short and placing Barnhart back at third. While Johnny Gooch had been hitting well, the Pirates were being criticized for not having an experienced catcher to work with their pitchers when the team dropped below .500, all the way to sixth place. One of the losses was a 15-14 heartbreaker to Brooklyn in which the Pirates took a 14-12 lead in the top of the 10th only to have the Robins score three in the bottom half of the frame, aided by three Pittsburgh errors.

  Amid claims he had again lost control of the team, Gibson resigned on July 3. Bill McKechnie was named as his replacement, inheriting a 32-33 team. It was rumored that the final straw for Dreyfuss was witnessing several of the players drunk in Chicago and that the owner and manager engaged in a shouting match after Dreyfuss had called Gibson’s attention to what he had seen. There were also rumors that Gibson, frustrated by the team’s play, had considered pulling the lineup out of a hat. When the first name drawn was first baseman Charlie Grimm, Gibson abandoned the idea, but his reported consideration of such a tactic (more recently employed by Billy Martin when he was with the Yankees), caused him more grief in the papers and with fans. For his part, Gibson simply said goodbye to his players and coaches and refused to comment to reporters.

  The team did not make an immediate improvement under McKechnie, and individual performances such as Max Carey’s on July 7 were wasted. In that game, Carey reached base nine times with six hits and three walks. He also stole three bases and made a couple of exceptional plays in center, but the Pirates lost 9-8 in 18 innings. Realizing the team needed something to help its pitching and that no big-league caliber arms were available, McKechnie prevailed on Dreyfuss to sign Schmidt. Dreyfuss also agreed to purchase Reb Russell, a former 20-game winner with the Chicago White Sox a decade earlier, from Minneapolis of the American Association. Russell, however, was not signed to help on the mound, but at the plate and in right field. The left-hander had hurt his arm around 1917 and had drifted to the minors, where he had revived his career as a power-hitting outfielder. Russell, 33, was leading the Association in home runs at the time of his purchase. He provided big hits quickly upon his arrival, and Cooper began to pitch with the skill Pirates fans were used to.

  Late in the month, a pair of two-home run games from Carey helped the Pirates defeat the Giants twice and moved the team back over .500. Two more Bucs victories over New York helped them into fourth place, only eight games out. The Pirates’ success had been aided by Art Nehf, who had beaten the team 12 straight times, being unable to pitch due to illness. The performance against McGraw’s men sparked the team, and it followed up with 13 straight wins.

  Bigbee was still fourth in the league in hitting at .354, while Carey (.348), Gooch (.325) and part-timer Barnhart (.349) were helping to round out a blossoming offense. Tierney contributed two four-hit games in a doubleheader win over the Phillies. The team pounded Philadelphia with 84 hits and 108 total bases in a four-game sweep. The wins made the Pirates 13-0 against their cross-state rivals, and the Pirates joined four other teams in a pennant race into mid-August.

  The Giants were struggling, and to make matters worse, their already-thin pitching was further depleted when Phil Douglas was suspended from baseball for writing a letter to the Cardinals’ Les Mann expressing he would be willing to take it easy against them for a price. Douglas, an alcoholic, claimed he had written the letter as a reaction to a blowout he had with McGraw and that he had no intention of following through with his dubious offer, but his suspension stood. When the Pirates finally beat Nehf in a game which saw Cooper capture his fifth straight win, the team’s confidence was at a high point. Unfortunately, New York rebounded to win the next two games, 7-6 and 6-3.

  The Pirates weren’t finished, though. Although Adams was being bothered by arm problems which held him back from starts, Russell and the offense were proving to be big stories. Since his purchase, Russell had hit a dozen home runs and was averaging over an RBI per game. Tierney had also enjoyed a hot streak that shot his batting average to .371. The team’s batting average had improved 12 points to .310 in the span of a month, and when New York began to miss Douglas even more as McGraw’s pitchers started to fail, the Pirates moved to within three of the lead.

  Cooper shut out the Cubs for his 20th win and the Pirates took two of the next three, including a win over Grover Cleveland Alexander and a come-from-behind ninth-inning triumph. The Pirates appeared poised to make a move, but the Giants started to play better again and McKechnie’s crew was not able to gain. In fact, Cincinnati and St. Louis began playing at a better pace, and the Reds swept a doubleheader to close out the season and dropped the Pirates into a third-place tie with the Cards.

  In the end, 1922 had been a reversal of form for the Pirates. As opposed to 1921 when the team played great ball into August, then slumped and were overtaken by New York, the Pirates in 1922 had played poorly at first but rebounded to put pressure on the Gothamites. The style of the team’s play had also changed. The 1922 Pirates led the league in hitting and runs scored, but its pitching was only slightly better than the league norm. The 1921 squad had finished fourth in scoring and fifth in batting but had led the league in pitching.

  Wilbur Cooper had been successful both seasons. He finished 1922 with 23 wins, second in the league to the Reds’ Eppa Rixey’s 25. Johnny Morrison showed his pitching in 1921 had been a preview of better things to come with 17 victories, but Adams, Carlson and Whitey Glazner had all disappointed in the long run and Chief Yellowhorse was inconsistent in relief. Earl Hamilton had fared well in spot roles, going 11-7.

  The Pirates had plenty of hitting. Russell, despite a home- run drought the final six weeks of the season, hit .368 and knocked in 75 runs in only 60 games. His great performance as a cleanup hitter had been set up well by Bigbee (5-99-.350), Carey (10-70-.329 with a league-leading 80 walks and 51 stolen bases) and Maranville (.295).

  All three scored over 110 runs, and Bigbee and Carey each had over 200 hits, while Maranville just missed the mark with 198. Tierney (.345), Gooch (.329) and backups Barnhart (.330) and Schmidt (.329) contributed to the team’s incredible .308 average. Additionally, Bigbee and Carey were considered the two best defensive outfielders in the league. Maranville was viewed as the best shortstop, and both Charlie Grimm at first and Pie Traynor at third had incredible range. As the team played almost .600 ball under McKechnie, few changes in the starting lineup would be demanded for 1923.
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  1923

  Record: 87-67 (.565)

  Finish: Third Place, 8.5 Games Behind

  The Pirates’ improved play after Bill McKechnie’s takeover in 1922 gave Pittsburgh fans optimism for 1923. The Bucs made few changes during the offseason, and it was thought the production of young players such as Pie Traynor, Johnny Gooch, Clyde Barnhart, Johnny Morrison and Cotton Tierney would be even more impressive with the experience 1922 had provided them. Additionally, Reb Russell’s incredible hitting after his acquisition in midseason had people thinking he might become one of the game’s top sluggers and could rival even Babe Ruth with full-time duty in 1923. The pitching staff was considered a possible drawback; however, the team was counting on a comeback by Whitey Glazner. It also had high hopes for Earl Kunz and George Boehler, experienced acquisitions from the minor leagues, and veteran Jim Bagby, who had won 31 games for Cleveland in 1920 but had gone 4-5 with a 6.35 ERA in 1922. Veteran Babe Adams, who had considered retirement, announced he would return to fight for a spot in the starting rotation. It was also hoped Adams would help some of the young pitchers in their development.

  Still seeing the need for a veteran catcher to team with Gooch, McKechnie made a last-minute plea to Walter Schmidt to end his annual holdout after Dreyfuss had tried unsuccessfully to trade him over the winter. The team’s stature was well respected, even by Giants manager John McGraw, who predicted the Pirates would pose the biggest threat to New York in the Giants’ bid to repeat as champions for the third year in a row.

  Having to scurry for pitching, the Pirates got off to a slow start. Only Morrison and Wilbur Cooper pitched with any consistency early in the season. The everyday players were also sluggish. Rabbit Maranville played uncharacteristically poorly in the field, and no one other than Traynor and Charlie Grimm hit. Both Kunz and Boehler flopped terribly, and the Pirates finally gave up on Hal Carlson, the onetime spitballer whom Barney Dreyfuss had refused to include on the list of pitchers who could legally add a substance to a ball because Dreyfuss objected to the pitch. Things got so bad that the team signed Ray Steineder, a one-time Pirate prospect who had jumped the team a few years earlier to play on an independent team rather than sit on the Pirates bench. Commissioner Landis had banned him for over a year for his actions but had finally agreed to his reinstatement.

  The club’s hitting picked up in May, and the Bucs moved into third by the middle of the month. The team’s play, however, remained up and down, perhaps demonstrated best by games played on May 18 and May 19. On the 18th, Adams won on his 41st birthday, pitching a masterful game to defeat the Braves, but the next night, Dick Rudolph, who had starred for Boston in 1914 and 1915 but who hadn’t won a big league game since 1920, beat Cooper for the final victory of his career.

  Realizing a move had to be made, Dreyfuss traded Glazner and Tierney, who had been hitting well but had demonstrated substandard range at second, to the Phillies for pitcher Specs Meadows and infielder Johnny Rawlings. Meadows, a onetime untouchable for the Phils, was off to a dreadful start, having allowed 40 hits in 20 innings and a shameful average of 13.50 runs per nine innings. Rawlings, a strong defensive player, had been a holdout after the Phillies had obtained him from New York during the offseason, but he reported immediately to the Pirates to become the team’s second baseman. His play at second helped glue the infield together, and Maranville began to perform with his old flair.

  It was thought that Tierney’s lack of range had forced Maranville to play closer to second, which had seemingly cramped his territory. Meadows got off to an unspectacular start but provided innings and eventually reestablished himself by winning 16 games after the trade. There continued, however, to be rumors that the Pirates were still shopping for pitching, although Dreyfuss quickly denied he was considering trading Pie Traynor for veteran lefty Dutch Reuther.

  Playing incredible defense and providing consistent clutch hitting, Traynor was quickly becoming acknowledged as the team’s best player, and the offense awakened once Barnhart took over right field from the disappointing Reb Russell. The player some had thought would rival Ruth was struggling to hit .200, but Charlie Grimm moved into second place in the league’s batting race behind Brooklyn’s Zack Wheat in mid-June.

  Unfortunately, Adams’s arm began to bother him, and while he pitched another excellent game on a day the Pirates held in his honor, the aging pitcher began to miss assignments and to pitch less consistently. Still, with the Giants also having pitching problems, the Pirates were poised to make a move in early July when the two teams squared off against each other for five games. The New Yorkers took three of the games. Tempers flared in one game when umpire Bill Klem called Max Carey out on a close play at home. Carey and Klem traded words, and after Carey was ejected, McKechnie filed a complaint with the league stating he had heard the future Hall of Fame umpire call his future Hall of Fame outfielder “a louse.” The series pointed out that while the Pirates were now leading the league in hitting, the Giants, led by George Kelly, Frankie Frisch, Ross Youngs and Irish Meusel, were scoring more runs. Also, to further complicate matters, Cooper’s pitching slumped and Maranville’s drinking escalated, leading to problems off the field, including a drunken driving charge while the team was in Boston. Maranville, who had been called the heart and soul of the Pirates in spring training, was becoming more and more a headache and ulcer.

  Maranville’s attorney, pleading for leniency from a Boston magistrate not to fine the shortstop as he had already been fined by the team, noted that “The Rabbit is a great ballplayer.” Finding his argument unworthy of anyone in Clarence Darrow’s occupation, the magistrate fined Maranville $100. Dreyfuss was becoming increasingly disenchanted with his rowdy star and obtained the rights to two minor-league shortstops, Glenn Wright and Eddie Moore, and began plans to dispose of the rascally Rabbit. Fans began to get on Maranville as well, and he became a scapegoat for the team’s underachievements.

  Still in the race, Pirates fortunes improved slightly as Morrison and Meadows stepped forward on the mound and the offense continued to produce. But when given the chance to gain on New York and Cincinnati, the team came up short.

  There was talk McKechnie had lost control of the team, much as his predecessor George Gibson had before him. This was perhaps most evidenced when the Pirates again lost three of five to the Giants, this time in Pittsburgh.

  One story indicated Earl Hamilton had been drinking and boasting he would shut the Giants down the next day. He failed to get out of the first inning. The team remained competitive into September, but the missed opportunities, the play of Maranville (whom some criticized as being disinterested despite the team being in contention), and lack of pitching depth kept the club from gaining. The Bucs finished eight and a half games behind the Giants and four behind the pitching-rich Reds despite leading the league in hitting and triples and winding up second in runs scored.

  Traynor had a breakout year, batting .338 and tying Carey for the league-high 19 triples. He knocked in 101 runs, and as with his triple total, Pie set career highs with 208 hits, 12 home runs and 28 stolen bases. Grimm (.345) and Morrison (25 wins) also had career years, and Carey had his usual strong season, leading the league with 51 steals while batting .308 and scoring 120 runs. Barnhart, in 327 at-bats, hit .324 with 47 extra-base hits and 72 RBIs, helping to make up for a somewhat disappointing year from Carson Bigbee, whose average dropped from .350 to .299 due to sinus problems which led to headaches. Russell, after his horrible start, hit well during the latter part of the season but would not be invited back in ’24. Cooper was also a league leader, but unfortunately it was in losses, with 19 against 17 wins.
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  1924

  Record: 90-63 (.588)

  Finish: Third Place, 3 Games Behind

  In an effort to rid the Pirates of the lack of discipline which Barney Dreyfuss blamed for the Bucs being unable to overtake New York and Cincinnati in 1923, the Pirates owner tried to trade Rabbit Maranville over the offseason but found no one willing to take on the alcohol-abusing shortstop. The team had planned well to protect itself by acquiring the rights to shortstops Glenn Wright and Eddie Moore from the minors, and some scouts believed Pie Traynor could easily make the transition to short if Maranville was traded, as he was the best defensive third baseman in the game and had played short in the minors. Wright also was highly praised as an all-around player, and Moore was considered a blue-chip youngster.

  While the team was unable to move Maranville, the Pirates made other changes prior to 1924, such as selling the disappointing Earl Hamilton and releasing Reb Russell. As usual, the team acquired an assortment of minor-league hurlers, hoping to find at least one or two standouts. Most notable were Emil Yde (pronounced Eedie) and Ray Kremer. Yde was coming off a 28-12 season as a pitcher and had hit .392 with 18 doubles as a part-time outfielder in the Western League. Dreyfuss had sent last year’s big minor-league acquisitions, Earl Kunz and George Boehler, along with young infielder Spencer Adams and $15,000 to Oakland for the 31-year-old Kremer, a veteran of ten minor-league seasons. Kremer had been 24-15 with the Oaks but looked even older than his stated age, and McKechnie was criticized for making the trade. The Bucs also had two young outfielders vying for spots on the roster. The first, Henry Luce, had led the Michigan-Ontario League in hitting at .382 while clouting 15 home runs and had gone 6 for 12 with the big club in ’23. He did not, however, make the team. The other outfielder had been less successful when given cups of coffee over the past three seasons, but he would be of major significance over the next four years. He was named Hazen Shirley Cuyler but would go on to fame under the nickname “Kiki.”

  McKechnie made it clear to Maranville early that Wright was going to open the season as the team’s shortstop and that the Rabbit, still one of the top defensive players around when the mood and sobriety allowed him, would be moved to second.

  Hoping to avoid the frequent rain postponements which were seen as contributing to the Pirates’ slow starts in recent years, the team moved its training from Hot Springs, Arkansas to Paso Robles, California. The move was also advantageous to the early signing of Walter Schmidt. An almost perennial holdout, the catcher lived on the West Coast and disliked Hot Springs. Given the number of inexperienced pitchers on his roster, Deacon Bill wanted Schmidt in camp early to acquaint himself with the team’s young arms.

  Despite getting plenty of work in during the spring and Schmidt’s presence, the Bucs struggled out of the gate, although they played some exciting games early in the season. In one contest, Maranville stole home with two outs and two strikes on pitcher Morrison in the 14th inning to defeat the Cubs. The Pirates, though, were 9-10 through the first 19 games. Wright was erratic in the field, providing some great plays but also making just as many errors on easy ones. Babe Adams suffered from a shoulder problem and would appear in only nine games all year. The slumps and injuries did have some positive effects, as they pushed Kremer and Cuyler into more action than planned and both responded well. However, McKechnie was unable to settle on a lineup due to his hitters’ inconsistencies plus the fact that Max Carey had made it known he preferred not to lead off, despite having as good a set of credentials for that role as anyone in the league.

  When Carey was injured, Cuyler got his first chance to play on a full-time basis, and when the Pirates captain returned, McKechnie manipulated his lineup to keep Cuyler in it. The manager’s choices were made easier by the fact that Carson Bigbee’s surgery had not corrected the sinus problems that affected his play the previous year. But with the team dropping into seventh place in mid-May, rumors began to surface that McKechnie would be replaced, possibly by John C. Calhoun, a former ballplayer most recently employed as a police inspector.

  Dreyfuss, however, gave McKechnie a vote of confidence, and the team, led by the efforts of rookies Kremer and Yde and a return to form by Wilbur Cooper, began to play better despite a poor offense. With Maranville, Traynor and Bigbee all slumping at the plate, McKechnie benched the latter two in June. It was particularly surprising to Pirates fans to see Traynor fall, as he was struggling to keep his average above .250. McKechnie inserted Moore at third, and he hit well over .300.

  With Cuyler hitting .361 and Wright .303, the Pirates’ rookies lifted the team over .500 late in the month. Besides his pitching, Yde was also contributing at the plate. Maranville’s defense at second quickly became nearly as spectacular as it had been at short, and when Traynor got back into the lineup after Moore was injured, the Pirates flashed the fanciest glovework in the NL.

  Injuries at one point decimated the Pirates’ catching corps, but Dreyfuss claimed Earl Smith, a strong left-handed hitter, off waivers from Boston when the Braves attempted to sell his contract to the PCL. While the Braves protested and attempted to nullify the waiver claim (some suggested at the behest of Giants manager John McGraw, who had developed a strong working relationship with Boston), Commissioner Landis emphasized the rules forbade this and ordered Smith to the Pirates. The backstop provided a potent bat for the Bucs, hitting .369. Smith, a former Giant, hated McGraw and played inspired baseball in an attempt to push the Pirates past the Giants. The team played excellent ball into August to move into second place but were still nine games behind New York. McKechnie’s men took three out of four from McGraw’s, and suddenly the team was back in contention.

  Yde ran off a personal eight-game winning streak, and the Pirates returned to Forbes Field where they beat the Giants four straight, running their recent record to a sizzling 19-3. Cuyler’s average had jumped to .385, and he trailed only Carey in stolen bases. Wright was providing extra base power and clutch hitting, and the club bought a former star pitcher in Big Jeff Pfeffer to deepen its staff. The Pirates appeared poised to take over first place.

  A brick wall stood in Brooklyn, however. In late August, Dazzy Vance and Burleigh Grimes, both of whom had started their great careers in unimpressive fashion with the Pirates several years before, beat Pittsburgh back to back for the second time that season. The Pirates rebounded from the series to go on another hot streak and moved to within one game of the Giants, but Brooklyn was playing even better. When the Robins’ pitching stopped the Pirates once again in September, Wilbert Robinson’s team moved ahead of the Bucs into second place. McGraw, however, was not taking the Pirates lightly. After an earlier game had been rained out, McGraw, instead of scheduling a doubleheader, announced the game would be made up on September 25. This served the Giants’ tactician in two ways. New York was fighting injuries to key players, and this would give the players an extra day’s rest. Pittsburgh would have to play a doubleheader the next day against the Cubs in Pittsburgh after traveling by train from the Big Apple. The ploy may have had some impact, as New York won 5-1, 4-2 and 5-4 as first Meadows then Yde were defeated. With their hopes on the line in the final game, Carey hit a three-run homer in the ninth to make the score close, but old Pirates nemesis Art Nehf struck out Cuyler to end the game and eliminate the Pirates.

  The Bucs finished three behind the Giants and one and a half behind Brooklyn in third place. The team was also third in runs scored, but the first-place Giants had outscored them 857-724, which more than made up for the difference in team ERAs as the Pirates were second behind the Reds at 3.27 compared to New York’s third place.

  Surprisingly, Cuyler was the only regular with the team all season to hit .300, finishing at .354. A late-season slump had dropped Wright down to .287, but he finished tied for third in the league with 111 RBIs. Conversely, Traynor finished the season well to boost his mark to .294, while Carey hit .297 and led the league with 49 steals.

  Part-timer Moore ended at .359. With Cuyler, Traynor, Maranville, Bigbee and Wright joining Carey in double figures, the Pirates led the NL in steals, with 181. Cooper led the mound staff with 20 wins, while rookies Kremer and Yde finished 18-10 and 16-3 respectively. Meadows, though, was only 13-12, and Johnny Morrison fell from 25-13 to 11-16, amid talk he was spending more energy pursuing a good time than good pitching.
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  Emil Yde (pronounced Eedie) was acquired from the minor leagues in 1924 and he quickly made an impact, running off an eight-game winning streak on the mound at the beginning of the season.
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  1925

  Record: 95-58 (.621)

  Finish: World Champions, 8.5 Games Ahead

  Although he was on his best behavior in 1924 and led the National League in fielding after being moved to second base the previous spring, Rabbit Maranville had been a diamond-crested thorn in the side of owner Barney Dreyfuss since shortly after the glove wizard had been obtained prior to the 1921 season. His off-field escapades had sickened Barney, and the magnate had unsuccessfully been trying to trade him for over a year when the Chicago Cubs, needing a replacement for the fragile shortstop Charlie Hollocher, agreed to a six-player move in October, 1924. The Cubs obtained Maranville, his fun-loving companion Charlie Grimm, and the Pirates’ all-time winningest pitcher, Wilbur Cooper, for curveball specialist Vic Aldridge, strong-hitting but poor-fielding George Grantham and hot first base prospect Al Niehaus.

  Most fans and media critics felt the Pirates had given up too much. Aside from Maranville’s defense and Cooper’s winning left arm, Grimm was a Gold Glove-type first baseman and a decent hitter. While Cooper had been in the league twice as long as Aldridge, the port-sider was less than two years older than the 15-game-winning right-hander. Grantham had hit .318 in 1924 but was one of the weaker defensive regulars in the league, earning the unflattering nickname “Boots.” Niehaus was untried. However, John McGraw expressed a difference of opinion. He did not believe Cooper, a fly ball pitcher, would do as well in the friendly confines of Wrigley Field as he had done in spacious Forbes Field. He also noted Aldridge had been a consistent winner with a mediocre club and would fare better with the strong Pittsburgh offense behind him.

  Still, the trade looked even worse to Pirates fans when Aldridge held out until just before the season opened and took over a month to round into shape. Also, McKechnie announced that Grantham would not be assured of a starting berth, but rather would compete for a position in the Pirates’ crowded outfield. Only Niehaus, who had hit .362 at AA Chattanooga with 11 home runs, would likely be in the lineup opening day.

  With Maranville gone, the Pirates gave the second base job to Eddie Moore, a .359 hitter as a reserve the year before. As a backup, Pittsburgh obtained Fresco Thompson, the son of a friend of Dreyfuss and a .317 hitter at Omaha for pitcher Arnold Stone. In a cost-cutting move, Walter Schmidt was given his release. The 37-year-old catcher was reportedly earning a surprising $12,000 salary, which made him expendable when coupled with the play of Earl Smith and the emergence of Johnny Gooch.

  The Bucs broke camp with the youngest team in the major leagues, both in age and experience. One man who certainly was not lacking in experience was pitcher Babe Adams, who was thought by some to have made the club as much on sentiment as skill.

  McKechnie and Dreyfuss both showed optimism for their young team. McKechnie stated he believed this group of players would give their best effort all the time, indicating the opposite had been true of some of the players who had moved on. He also attempted to make sure of it by setting stronger rules for the players, forbidding drinking and late-night poker games. While finally rid of the Four Free Spirits from the 1921 team, Deacon Bill still had “Jughandle” Johnny Morrison as one of the pitchers he was counting on. Morrison, a 25-game winner in 1923, had slumped to 11-16 in 1924, and he was referred to in the polite language of the time as not taking the game seriously enough.

  The harder stance was something new for McKechnie, who had reportedly never fined or suspended a player in his previous years as manager. Dreyfuss went even further in his demonstration of optimism. Putting his money where his mouth was, he announced the addition of 10,000 seats to Forbes Field, which would increase capacity to 35,000 and shorten the right field line to 300 feet.

  At first, one must have thought an extra 10,000 people would not go to any games as the Pirates got off to a poor start, losing the opener to the Cubs 8-2 and starting the season 2-5. Niehaus was injured during the first week, and without an experienced backup, McKechnie experimented by moving Grantham to first. The Kansas native impressed spectators with his glove, but during their cold beginning, the young infield’s overall play was called into question and the pitching, other than Lee Meadows, was poor.

  The team continued to limp near the bottom of the league with a 6-14 record in early May. Neither Grantham nor Niehaus were hitting, and the Bucs fell into last place on May 10. Some batters, such as Moore (.397), Kiki Cuyler (.364), and Glenn Wright (.333) were hitting well, but the staff remained in disarray. To illustrate the Bucs’ frustration, Wright became only the fifth player in history to perform an unassisted triple play on May 7, in a loss to the Cards 10-9. Aldridge finally started a game but was beaten by the lowly Phillies, and Niehaus, hitting only .212, was permanently benched.

  Then the team, and left fielder Clyde Barnhart in particular, got hot. The stocky right-handed hitter embarked on a 25-game hitting streak, raising his average to .368. He was third on the team, trailing Cuyler (.376), who was also leading the league in runs scored, and Wright (.370). The club climbed to respectability at 15-16, but the pitching remained erratic. Ray Kremer and Morrison began to come around, but Yde and Aldridge were not winning.

  A strong eastern trip served notice to the league that the Pirates could not be counted out so early, however. The swing was highlighted by an extra-inning win over the first-place New York Giants when Traynor scorched a double off the shins of first baseman Bill Terry and scored on Grantham’s single.

  With the team in third place at this point, team captain Max Carey stole second, third, and home to help the club win on May 2, and a few days later, the Pirates swept a doubleheader from the Cardinals.

  Seeking to add veteran experience and a right-handed bat to complement Grantham at first, the Pirates signed Stuffy McInnis, a 17-year American League first baseman and lifetime .300 hitter. McInnis was also one of the top-fielding first basemen of his time and had played in four World Series. He had hit .291 for the Red Sox in 1924 but was unable to reach an agreement on a contract with Boston, who released him when they were unable to trade him.

  The Bucs then added another pitcher by sending Niehaus to the Reds in exchange for Tom Sheehan, a starter/reliever who had gone 9-11 for Cincinnati in 1924 but had been struggling in his first 10 appearances of 1925 with an ERA of 8.07.

  Another significant addition to the team was a man who would not play in a game in 1925 but would have an impact. Fred Clarke, star outfielder and manager of the team during its glory days two decades before, was in town to prepare for a unique exhibition game featuring the players of the 1900 Pirates against the current team.

  Clarke had remained close to Dreyfuss over the years and had assisted the team at times during spring training. The former star player/manager used the occasion to purchase a small interest in the team and was named a special assistant to Dreyfuss, becoming something akin to the modern bench coach. McKechnie expressed no objection, at least in print, to having Clarke assigned to him, and when the team play improved to move past Brooklyn into second place, Clarke’s appointment was viewed favorably. Everyone on the Pirates seemed to be hitting. Among the regulars, only Traynor was under .333. The team’s batting average swelled to .323, and the Pirates, acknowledged as the fastest team in the league, were becoming its highest scorer.

  Opposing pitchers began to try to rattle the team, and rumors began to circulate that Cuyler, in particular, was being targeted. If it was true, the attack on Kiki and his teammates was futile, as they continued their line-drive ways.

  Each day there seemed to be another Pirate making his enemies walk the plank. Against the Boston Bees, Yde not only pitched the team to victory, but contributed a single, double, and triple and scored three runs. In late June, the Pirates swept four straight from the Giants. In the process, Grantham and Giants hurler Jack Scott ignited a brawl when Grantham threw his bat at the pitcher after Scott hit him with a pitch. The fighting spirit of the Pirates was hailed as a change in attitude over what had been perceived as a group of inexperienced players who might be intimidated. Meadows became the first pitcher in the league to reach ten wins on June 20, and in back-to-back games later that week, the Pirates scored 21 runs against Brooklyn and 24 against the Cardinals. In the first game, Carey hit for the cycle while Cuyler hit two home runs, a triple, and a single.

  The Pittsburgh attack was formidable even by the high hitting standards of the day. Reports from the West Coast said the Pirates were a leading candidate in the bidding to secure the services of Pacific Coast League star Paul Waner from the San Francisco Seals, although it was likely the deal would not be consummated until after the season. On June 29, the Bucs took over first place behind an 8-1 win by Johnny Morrison and four hits by Wright.

  A big five-game series in New York was scheduled next for the “Freebooters,” but two of the games were rained out. New York won the opener 7-6, scoring two off Sheehan and Adams in the eighth. Yde stopped the Giants in the first game of a doubleheader, but the Giants beat Morrison behind a young no-name, Wayland Dean, in the second to move into a first-place tie as the series ended.

  Poor play against the weak Phillies and Bees in mid-July kept the Pirates from taking over. Several hitters, most notably Barnhart, fell into slumps, and it was the Pirates’ pitching, as Aldridge began to pick up his pace and Kremer and Morrison improved their consistency, which kept the Pirates tied with New York.

  The team’s hitting returned and so did its fighting spirit. Frustrated by the club’s play against Boston, Cuyler criticized his roommate Johnny Gooch after the catcher had called for a pitch that was hit for a home run by the Bees’ Dave Harris in the top of the tenth inning of a game which appeared to be headed into the win column for the Pirates. Gooch erupted and the two engaged in fisticuffs before McKechnie and Clarke quickly separated them. The Bucs rallied in the bottom half of the inning, winning on a hit by Cuyler. The papers saw the fight as a sign that the team wanted to win more than its fun-seeking predecessors had from 1921-1924.

  On August 1, the Pirates and Giants remained in a virtual tie, and the Reds, who had played exceptionally well in July, moved to within five games of the lead. With the deepest staff in the league, Cincinnati could not be counted out, but during a series with Brooklyn, the Pirates beat Dazzy Vance, a pitcher who had long had their number, for the second time in 1925. It was especially sweet as Vance had beaten his other opponents nine straight times during that span. On August 7, third-string catcher Roy Spencer singled in two in the ninth for a 10-9 comeback win, highlighted by a fight between two future Hall of Famers, Carey and the Robins’ Burleigh Grimes. The incident started when Carey was caught in a rundown and pushed Grimes, who was blocking his path without the ball, out of his way.

  Grimes retaliated by punching Carey in the face. The Robin was ejected and fined $200. The Pirates completed their four-game sweep the next day by taking a doubleheader, scoring five in the eighth inning of Game 1 and the same total in the seventh of Game 2 to cap two more comeback wins. The Giants, now struggling, had fallen five games back, but the Pirates weren’t ready to celebrate, remembering their slide in 1921.

  Having only Yde to pitch from the left side, the Bucs traded minor-leaguer Lou Koupal to Des Moines for 31-year-old Red Oldham. Red had pitched for Detroit over parts of five seasons, fashioning a less than impressive 34-44 record, and he had not pitched in a major-league game in three years.

  The Giants won during an off day for the Pirates, and the two prepared to square off with Pittsburgh leading by four and a half games. New York won the first game with Scott, out-dueling Meadows to decrease the lead to three and a half, but Morrison evened the series at a game apiece as he contributed a key base hit during another five-run eighth inning, winning 7-4. Yde won Game 3, 5-3, but the Giants won the finale, 4-1. Despite the split, the series was seen as a success for the Pirates since the Giants failed to advance in the standings.

  The teams met again in late August at the Polo Grounds, and the Bucs dealt the Giants a virtual death blow. The Bucs opened the series by sweeping a doubleheader, winning 8-1 behind Meadows and 2-1 behind Aldridge and a two-run blast by Wright. After losing 7-4 the next day, McKechnie’s men won 3-2. Morrison got the win, but it was the relief work of Oldham, who pitched three shutout innings, which got the notices. Kremer took his turn as star in the final game, easily handling the powerful Giants hitters. During the series, Johnny Rawlings was asked to take over at second for Moore, and he responded by playing excellent ball down the stretch until his season prematurely ended with a broken ankle.

  The Pirates enjoyed an excellent eastern swing, going 16-3 and at one point winning nine in a row, but a three-game sweep by the Cubs delayed the pennant celebration for a few more days. The team got hot again and clinched the pennant while on another winning streak. The champagne opener was a 2-1 victory over the Phillies as Yde and Sheehan allowed only seven hits, but the game was not decided until its final play. The Phillies loaded the bases with one out, and Wright made a fantastic over-the-shoulder catch in short left field and turned to throw out George Durning who was trying to score.

  McKechnie was lavish in his praise for the teamwork displayed by his hoard of heroes after the game. Cuyler had certainly put up MVP numbers and finished the year at .357 with 17 home runs, a league-leading 26 triples (the highest total of the lively ball era) and 43 doubles. His teammates helped him score 144 runs, the top figure in the league, and he returned the favor by knocking in 102 runs. His RBI total was surpassed by three teammates, Wright (121), Barnhart (114) and Traynor (106). Cuyler’s 220 hits led the team and was third in the league. His 41 stolen bases trailed only his teammate and the master thief himself, Max Carey, who swiped 46.

  The entire Pirates lineup, except for Moore, hit .308 or better, and Moore just missed the .300 mark at .298. Platoon first baseman Stuffy McInnis batted .368 in 155 at-bats while backup catcher Gooch ended at .298 and Rawlings at .282 before his season came to an early and painful end.

  As a team, the hitters led the league in runs, hits, doubles, triples, RBIs, walks, stolen bases, batting and slugging. The 1925 Pirates were by far the most dominant offensive team in baseball, and they outscored NL runner-up St. Louis by 84 runs.

  The pitching, while not as destructive, was second in the league in ERA at 3.87. Meadows led the team with 19 wins, while Kremer, Morrison and Yde each had 17 and Aldridge won eight in a row to finish 15-7. The staff was deep and experienced, and the lesser-used pitchers, Adams, Oldham and Sheehan, combined to go 10-7. Dreyfuss finally had the last laugh on his hated rival John McGraw as the Pirates won the pennant by eight and a half games.

  Although Cuyler finished second to the .400-hitting Rogers Hornsby in the Most Valuable Player voting, the Pirates dominated The Sporting News All-Star Team. Joining Cuyler was his fellow outfielder Carey, shortstop Wright and third baseman Traynor. Aldridge was named to the second team. All four of Cuyler’s illustrious teammates also received MVP votes as Wright finished fourth in the balloting, Traynor, seventh and Carey ninth.

  Aldridge collected a vote as well. It was a successful season, as the Pirates finally moved past the hijinks and sorrows of the past four years of exciting but frustrating teams and paved the way for an incredible World Series victory over the defending champion Washington Senators.

  [image: image]

  [image: image]

  1926

  Record: 84-69 (.549)

  Finish: Third Place, 4.5 Games Behind

  To be one of “the haves.” It is a thought that many Pirates fans of the past ten years have experienced. Yet in the cycle of major-league baseball history, there were certainly times when the Pirates were one of the teams which not only competed on even footing, but were one of the franchises envied by the management and fans of other cities.

  The champagne of celebrating a world championship had hardly been drunk when Barney Dreyfuss announced that he had purchased outfielder Paul Waner and second baseman Hal Rhyne from the San Francisco Seals of the Pacific Coast League for the then-eye-opening sum of $100,000. Waner was a left-handed line drive hitter who led the PCL with a .401 average and the New York Yankees were said to have wanted him badly.

  Rhyne came with a reputation as a strong defensive player and had hit .314. There were scouts who felt he was the better all-around player of the two. Both would compete, but not be assured of starting jobs with the world champions—so deep was the team’s talent that there appeared to be no hole in the lineup. However, undetected cracks were forming that would undermine the foundation of the team and prove such a distraction that by the time the 1926 season ended, the team would be minus its team captain, two of the most impressive figures in its history, and its manager as well.

  The first players to go from the 1925 squad were little-used infielder Fresco Thompson and outfielder Mule Haas, a late season call-up. Both players later had respectable careers with other teams, but Waner and Rhyne crowded them off the roster. Other youngsters competed in spring training for playing time, most notably infielder Joe Cronin and pitcher Alvin Crowder. Stuffy McInnis strongly backed Cronin, who had been in camp in 1925 but had failed to make the team. He did in 1926, but his Pirates career was short and not noteworthy. Crowder’s Pirateº career never got off the ground. The right-hander drew the raves of newspaper reporters but was returned to Birmingham when Dreyfuss felt the Birmingham management went back on their word about how much they would be compensated if Crowder made the team. The move proved shortsighted as Crowder was instead sold to Washington and eventually established himself as one of the American League’s better pitchers, going 167-115 in an 11-year career.

  Among the stars of the 1925 team, Captain Max Carey was slow in recovering from the rib and ligament injuries he sustained in the World Series. Bill McKechnie replaced him not with Waner, but with veteran Carson Bigbee, as the Pirates opened the season. Bigbee, though, didn’t hit. For that matter, neither did many of his teammates, as the Bucs started their world title defense 3-9. Carey, appearing in nine of the games, hit .063 and the team just .194.

  Waner had had a decent spring but did not hit well enough early on to capture a regular berth. He began playing more, however, as Clyde Barnhart also was off to a poor start. Although the outfield remained in doubt well into May, Kiki Cuyler (.347) and Pie Traynor (.339) were providing some offense as the Pirates raised their team average to .266 and their record back to .500, due mostly to the team’s pitching. Johnny Morrison was performing particularly well on the mound, and by the end of the month, the Pirates moved to within four games of the first-place Reds.

  In mid-June, propelled by Cuyler, who took over the league lead in hitting, the defending champions moved into second place, but the pitching depth was showing some problems. The Pirates tried to pry away Doug McWeeny and Bob McGraw from the Robins but were unwilling to give Brooklyn both Eddie Moore and an outfielder.

  Morrison began to experience some problems, and Tom Sheehan, ineffective all year, was released. Lee Meadows, trying to rebound from a sore arm which kept him on the sidelines for most of the 1925 World Series, was erratic, and the best the Pirates could add was Chet Nichols from the minor leagues. It might have been different if the Pirates had lost just one more game.

  The Chicago Cubs were looking to move pitcher Grover Cleveland Alexander, once one of baseball’s all-time greats. Alexander could still pitch, but his alcoholism had reached a point where he was more trouble to the Cubs, a young team trying to build, than he was worth. The league’s top contenders though, the Pirates, Giants and Cardinals, all realized Alex the Great was still Alex the Very Good when his condition allowed him to be. All three teams put in a waiver claim on Alexander, and it appeared that the Pirates would be awarded the pitcher based on the fact that they trailed the other two teams in the standings. But the Bucs defeated the Cards to move ahead of them on the day of the waiver claim, and Alexander was awarded to St. Louis.

  As usually happens, frustration on the field led to frustration in the clubhouse. Vic Aldridge and Glenn Wright reportedly came to blows, which led to Wright being removed from a game with an injury. Besides Wright and Carey, who was having the worst hitting year of his long career, Moore, Pie Traynor and Johnny Gooch all missed time with injuries. Finally McKechnie placed Waner in the lineup every day, and he joined Cuyler in giving the team at least two good hitting outfielders. The Bucs also tried to make up for losing out on Alexander by obtaining another former winner, Bullet Joe Bush from the American League.

  The team somehow remained in contention despite all this and despite what McKechnie saw as lackluster play from Moore and Emil Yde. Both players were fined, and for Moore it proved to be the final straw for his Pirates career. The second baseman, who had hit a game-winning home run in Game 6 of the previous year’s World Series, had never been thought of as a strong defensive second baseman, and he had incurred Dreyfuss’s wrath the previous fall by expressing displeasure with the contract he had been sent. Now, having alienated McKechnie as well, the infielder was waived to Boston. Fans, however, did not take kindly to the transaction and criticized Dreyfuss for again “cutting off his nose to spite his face.”

  Aldridge, too, was fined when he changed into his street clothes after being taken out of a game. Things did not get any better, but somehow the team still won enough games to stay in the race. Morrison, claiming injury, left the team and was suspended. Even with the team hurting for pitching, the Bucs released the man who stood on the mound for the final out of the 1925 World Series, Red Oldham, as his ERA ballooned to 5.57.

  Young hitters, like Cronin and Fred Brickell, an outfielder, were added. A left-handed pitcher, Don Songer, was throwing all right, but not winning enough. “Recuperating” from his home in Kansas City, Morrison informed the Pirates he had a broken arm and sent a report from a doctor to confirm this. The doctor later confirmed that he had set the arm of a pitcher named Morrison, but it was Carl Morrison, Johnny’s brother. The name “Jughandle Johnny” better described the problems the pitcher was having, according to the Pirates’ side of the story.

  Morrison’s antics and the club’s overall pitching aside, Ray Kremer was having a strong year, and when Meadows’s arm started to allow him to complete more games, McKechnie was able to send out two strong pitchers at least every four days or so. This, coupled with a batting surge by several of the regulars (George Grantham, .353; Traynor, .343; Cuyler, .340; Earl Smith, .337; Waner, .336 and Wright .321), actually moved the team into first place by a few percentage points in late July, and the team remained on top into August.

  Barney Dreyfuss, ever an involved owner, decided to take some time off that summer to tour Europe with his wife. While he was gone, he named Fred Clarke acting president. Clarke had received some credit for the team’s success the previous summer when he joined the club in midseason and assisted manager McKechnie on the bench.

  During the second game of a doubleheader, Clarke told McKechnie he needed to get Carey out of the game, as the outfielder’s struggles were continuing. McKechnie, noting the lack of depth in the outfield, stated, “Who should I put in there? I don’t have anybody.” Clarke’s reported response varies depending on the source, but he said something like, “Anybody. I don’t care if you put the batboy in there.” Bigbee overheard the conversation and reported it to Carey, who was understandably upset and called for a team meeting, the purpose of which was to allow the players to vote to see if they wanted Clarke to remain on the bench. Babe Adams, the much-respected veteran of the pitching staff was asked his opinion, to which he made the general statement, “No one should tell the manager what to do.”

  Carey later claimed McKechnie at first sanctioned the meeting, then cancelled it. The players voted anyway and decided by an 18-6 margin that Clarke’s role would not change. However, the roles of Carey, Bigbee and Adams drastically did. Sam Dreyfuss, running the business affairs of the team, released a statement saying that both he and McKechnie believed steps had to be taken, as the “attack” on Clarke, who was also a stockholder in the team, “was unnecessary and unwarranted.” He went on to say that “such actions would cause trouble for the team, management and fans.” Bigbee and Adams, both bit players on the club, were released, and Carey, who still had some value as a commodity, was waived to Brooklyn. While three other players voted against Clarke, it was said that they were young, inexperienced and most likely wrongly influenced by the veterans. The subtraction of the three became known as the A-B-C (Adams, Bigbee and Carey) Affair and cost the Pirates the three players on the roster who had been with them the longest. Fans sided with the players, and newspapers noted the three had never been viewed as disloyal or rebellious men. Both Adams, in 1909, and Carey, less than 12 months before, had been World Series heroes and were loved by Pirates fans. Carey later wrote, “Anything we did we did because we wanted the club to win . . . No team can win under two managers. That is not said with any special reference to Clarke, for he and I are good friends . . . but for any club.”

  On his way back from Europe, Barney Dreyfuss admitted sentimental feelings for the players who had been let go, but added that the team needed to focus instead on the pennant race, which was still up for grabs.

  Amazingly, even with the controversy, the team remained ahead of Cincinnati by percentage points, .575 to .558. The Cardinals, with Alexander pitching as he had in his better days, were gaining quickly on the leaders, and Carey extracted some revenge when he contributed two hits, walks and runs in game one of a doubleheader loss to Brooklyn which dropped the Pirates out of first place on August 23. St. Louis took over the league lead that day, and Pittsburghers cried out even louder against the perceived injustices done to their former team captain. Now having to scramble for players, the team brought back Walt Mueller, a singles-hitting outfielder, whose chronic injuries had forced him to retire in 1924.

  McKechnie continued to make adjustments. He moved Waner to the leadoff spot and settled on Rhyne batting second. Waner’s six-for-six performance against the Giants helped the Pirates sweep a series from New York and placed them once again atop the National League. Late in the year, the Pirates finally found a retread with some wear still left when it purchased Carmen Hill, 22-5, from Indianapolis. Hill, like Mueller, had also been a Pirate at one time. The pitcher had thrown for the Bucs unimpressively during the teens and had also failed in a trial with the Giants in ’22, but he successfully used mostly off-speed pitches to entangle NL hitters late in the season.

  As September loomed, the Cardinals moved back into first, sweeping a doubleheader behind Willie Sherdel and Allen Sothoron, 6-1 and 2-1. Kremer was hit for a 5-2 loss the next day. Hill temporarily stopped the leak by beating the fourth-place Cubs 3-2 on September 3, but the Cubs swept another doubleheader the next day. The team continued to stagger against Chicago and St. Louis before Kremer beat the Cardinals 4-2 on September 6. Aldridge, though, was forced to leave the team to tend to his ailing father, and the Cards moved four games up on the Pirates by stomping them 8-0, again behind Sherdel. Young players like Cronin and Brickell were given a baptism under fire and responded well. Hill pitched another complete-game win to keep the Bucs’ pennant hopes alive, but the team could mount no more of an attack. Even before the Pirates were mathematically eliminated, the team allowed Barnhart to finish his .196 season early and also granted Johnny Rawlings permission to go home as the club’s pulse flickered. Eliminated before the final weekend series, the Pirates dropped three in a row to sixth-place Brooklyn to fall into third place, four and a half behind St. Louis and two and a half behind the Reds.

  To no one’s surprise, Dreyfuss quickly began to clean house. Stuffy McInnis, believed to have leaked word to the newspapers about the A-B-C vote after McKechnie had given quick orders that no one was to speak of it in the papers, was released. He landed on his feet in Philadelphia as the team’s new manager. McKechnie was not tendered a contract, and Clarke’s stormy second tenure with the Pirates came to an end when the team repurchased his interests in the club and he again retired.

  The A-B-C incident continued to be the most talked-about issue in Pittsburgh sports during the offseason. It was reported that after the 1925 World Series, Clarke had not been voted a share of the money by the players, but Carey had intervened on his behalf and called for another vote. Carey gave his version of the incidents—which led to his dismissal—to the papers and also reported that part of the reason Moore had been released was that he had yelled at Clarke to get off the bench after the assistant had criticized his play.

  Clarke denied the incident involving Moore and replied that he had told the players if they voted for him to leave the sidelines, he had agreed to do so. It leaves one to wonder about the role played by the pride of the two men, who rank among the greatest figures in team history, in their leaving the organization.

  The storm that surrounded the A-B-C affair may have distracted the team just enough to have cost them the pennant. The Bucs had been in first place at the time the problem occurred, but they did not play as well afterwards. While the on-field contributions of Carey (.222), Bigbee (.221) and Adams (2-3, 6.08) were not significant, the three had been well-respected by their teammates, and Carey had led the team not only by his talent, but by his fortitude during the 1925 World Series, playing the final games with cracked ribs and a torn ligament in his right side.

  1926 also saw poor years from Aldridge (10-13, 4.07) and Barnhart, who drove in only 10 runs in 203 at-bats to go with his sub-.200 average. Yde went from 17-9 to 8-7, and Morrison was only 6-8 before going AWOL. Rhyne ended up hitting only .251, which was an improvement from the departed Moore (.227) and backup Rawlings (.232).

  On the positive side was the emergence of Paul Waner, who certainly would have been the NL Rookie of the Year if such an award had existed. Waner batted .336, highest in the league for a player with over 500 at-bats, with a league-leading 22 triples and 35 doubles. He scored 101 runs. Cuyler not only led the team, but the league as well in runs scored, with 113. He also assumed Carey’s role as the league’s top base stealer, sneaking off with 35 while batting .321. Grantham hit .318, Traynor .317 and Wright .308. Smith hit .346 in 292 at-bats. McKechnie’s lineup changes helped the team finish second in the league in hitting, but no Pirate drove in 100 runs. The club’s overall numbers, in fact, weren’t all that bad on the mound as the Pirates tied St. Louis for third in ERA. Kremer (20-6, and a league-leading 2.61 ERA) and Meadows (20-9, 3.97) carried the staff. The two tied the Cardinals’ Flint Rhem and the Reds’ Pete Donohue for most victories in the NL. Alexander, who won nine games with a 2.92 ERA for the Cards, might have been that number-three man the club so sorely lacked. He went on to star in the World Series, winning Game 6 and saving Game 7.
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  1927

  Record: 94-60 (.610)

  Finish: National League Champions, 1.5 Games Ahead

  Barney Dreyfuss was a strong-willed man who did not care for silliness or distractions from his goals. In contrast, his two most recent managers, Bill McKechnie and George Gibson, were able to tolerate players who would sometimes get out of line and had managed the Pirates into contender status every year since 1920. Dreyfuss, however, had enjoyed only one pennant and World Championship despite the Pirates boasting talented players, and he decided his new manager would be a man who would not take any form of lollygagging. With this in mind, he turned to Owen “Donie” Bush as McKechnie’s replacement.

  Bush had been a teammate of Ty Cobb’s during the Georgia Peach’s greatest years with Detroit and had played shortstop opposite Honus Wagner in the 1909 World Series. As a player, he excelled at the little man’s game, drawing enough walks and stealing enough bases to make him a decent offensive player despite not being an especially talented hitter. Bush also played the game hard, and he had a reputation born of his brief managerial career with Washington and minor-league Indianapolis of expecting the same of his charges.

  Bush inherited a talented team, but one with some obvious holes, particularly in the outfield and at second base. Rumors that the Pirates were going to sign aging veterans Tris Speaker and Eddie Collins to remedy these problems were quickly dispelled. Speaker had something of a cloud over his head, having been accused by former pitcher Dutch Leonard of betting on a game years ago, and although he was exonerated by Commissioner Landis, his once-incredible skills had declined. The Bucs wanted younger players like their star Kiki Cuyler, who defended the honor of the game to skeptics.

  Bush did add some personnel he was familiar with. He replaced coach Jack Onslow with Oscar Stanage, a catcher who had been his teammate in Detroit and who was known as a capable handler of pitchers during his playing days. He also picked outfielder/first baseman Joe “Moon” Harris, the same man who had mauled Pirate pitching in the 1925 World Series, off waivers from Washington. Harris was happy about the assignment, being a native of Coulters, Pennsylvania. Although a weak defensive outfielder, Harris carried a strong bat and swung from the right side, an important fact as the Pirates had only the left-handed-hitting George Grantham as a first baseman.

  Another player brought into camp was the brother of 1926 rookie sensation Paul Waner. Christened Lloyd at birth, the younger Waner was even slighter in appearance than Paul. Lloyd had been the Sally League’s MVP but was thought to need experience at a higher level before contending seriously for a job, but his speed, hustle and strong defensive abilities caught Bush’s attention. While Clyde Barnhart hit well in spring training, he reported overweight, and just before the start of the season, Bush named Lloyd Waner his left fielder.

  Second base remained a problem. Bush purchased Eddie Sicking, who had played for the manager at Indianapolis the year before, but it was soon obvious that Sicking’s back was giving him problems and he could not be counted on. Hal Rhyne was first called on to replace him.

  The team got off to a fair start. Ray Kremer won the opener 2-1, as Bush moved Grantham to the leadoff spot, and Lloyd Waner, batting second, contributed two hits including a key blow in the Bucs’ two-run first inning. Lee Meadows joined Kremer in getting out of the gate quickly, but Vic Aldridge had early-season difficulties and Emil Yde’s arm was not rounding into shape. Bush seldom called on him.

  In mid-May, Rhyne, who was providing adequate defense but only a .250 bat, was injured. Bush made a calculated move by placing Grantham at second and putting the hot-hitting Harris at first. Grantham had played second base with the Cubs prior to coming to the Bucs after the 1924 season, but had shown such a poor glove that McKechnie, a manager who stressed defense, never chanced him there. In going with Grantham, Bush passed over young prospect Joe Cronin, and it was noted Cronin had appeared nervous the few times he had gotten a chance to play.

  Although Kremer lost a tough game to the Phillies when Cy Williams homered with a man on in the bottom of the ninth for a 2-1 win, the Pirates stayed within hailing distance of the Giants, in third place, five games behind.

  Rainy weather forced cancellation of several games in May, and the rest may have done the team some good, as it afforded Bush a chance to rest his pitchers. Given the lack of depth behind Kremer and Meadows, the release of lefty Don Songer to the Giants came as something of a surprise locally, but when Aldridge and Carmen Hill started to pitch better, Songer’s dismissal was forgotten. The contributions of Aldridge and Hill became more important as Kremer was forced to the sidelines with an injury, and the Pirates moved into first. Bush’s take-charge style was praised in the papers, and when the club went on an 11-game winning streak, it seemed the old Tiger could do no wrong.

  The streak featured a sweep of the Reds, thought to have the best pitching in the league, a three-hitter by Aldridge over the defending world champion St. Louis Cardinals, a ten-inning victory in which pitcher Bullet Joe Bush singled in Harris with the game-winner to cap an 8-7 comeback win, and an 8-5 win over the Cubs in which both Paul Waner and Pie Traynor collected three hits. During the streak, Meadows won his seventh game without a loss.
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  The Waner brothers, Paul and Lloyd, helped lead the 1927 Pirates to the World Series.
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  However, not everything was perfect. Cuyler, generally thought of as the team’s most complete player, tore a ligament in his foot, forcing Bush to realign his outfield. He moved Lloyd Waner, noted as the lightest outfielder in the league, to center and put Barnhart back in left. Lloyd continued to slap hits to the outfield and beat out grounders which didn’t make it out of the infield; Barnhart hit well, and the team continued to win. In fact, after the Pirates’ streak came to an end in the first game of a doubleheader, the team took the nightcap 6-5. The Little Waner had seven hits in the two games and Harris five. The team’s batting average rose to .316 during the streak, well ahead of the .293 posted by second-place New York. To cap a very merry month of May, third-string catcher Roy Spencer drove in Harris in the bottom of the ninth with a base hit in a 10-9 victory.

  Harris was proving to be as important a pickup as Lloyd Waner. The 36-year-old was leading the league with a .437 average, and Barnhart, although with considerably fewer at-bats, was second at .420. The club’s average continued to climb, reaching .323 in June, and even with Harris, Grantham and Barnhart in the lineup, the Pirates led the NL in fielding. The team’s slugging, coupled with Cuyler’s injury, led Bush to rely less on the running game than McKechnie had when the Pirates won in 1925.

  Despite the team’s heroics, no one was conceding an early pennant to the Pirates. The Cubs, Cardinals, Giants and Robins all were within six games of the top, and in mid-June, Pie Traynor’s injury led to a cooling off by the team. Rumors began that the Pirates would be willing to trade Cuyler for a star pitcher such as the Reds’ Pete Donohue or the Robins’ Dazzy Vance, but all the teams mentioned in the gossip denied the trade talk.

  To help shore up the staff, the team purchased Joe Dawson, a 29-year-old rookie who was on a string of five victories and 30 scoreless innings. His acquisition spelled the end of increasingly ineffective Bullet Joe Bush’s career with the team.

  Traynor returned to the lineup, and his .351 average, which was eighth in the league, helped balance the attack. While .351 was certainly impressive, what was more so was the fact that the Pirates had the top three hitters in the league in Harris, Barnhart and Paul Waner (.393). Cuyler had posted a .329 mark before the injury with 16 stolen bases.

  The older Waner put together a 23-game hitting streak to join the league’s best before being stopped by the Reds. Still, a few nagging problems reminded Pittsburghers the Pirates would have to continue to play hard in order to win. Harris went out with a bruised hand, and catcher Earl Smith was suspended for a month for punching Braves player-manager Dave Bancroft after Bancroft had scored a run. It was said Smith’s punch came when the skipper/shortstop was not looking and that Bancroft had to be carried off the field. Cuyler, though, was on the mend, and he announced his return to the lineup with a triple and two singles and followed that up by hitting home runs in the next two games. There was something different about Cuyler, however. It was his spot in the batting order. Bush placed him second in the lineup upon his return, but after his surge, Barnhart was soon back in the lineup. It may not have been suspected at the time, but it was the beginning of the end of Cuyler’s stay in Pittsburgh.

  Of more immediate concern, however, was shortstop Glenn Wright. The star was hit in the head by a pitch from St. Louis’s Vic Keen. Wright, unconscious, was taken to the hospital, and Keen, visibly shaken, was unable to continue. Wright was told he could go home the next day and took a train to Pittsburgh where he would meet his teammates. As if anything else could go wrong for Wright, the train he was in wrecked. He escaped another injury, but admitted being shaken by the experience.

  Veteran Heinie Groh, a longtime third baseman of some acclaim with the Reds and Giants, was signed as a free agent. A clutch hitter and excellent fielder during his prime, he would help the team off the bench, particularly if Traynor needed to fill in at short for any extended period of time.

  Groh assisted his new team in defeating the one he was most associated with by collecting two hits in his Pirates debut against the Reds on July 2. The big hit, however, was a game-winning homer by Barnhart in the ninth after the Bucs had tied the game at six in the eighth with two runs.

  Early-season rainouts were due to create havoc on the next part of the Pirates’ schedule as the team was to play five doubleheaders in eight days. Although Meadows and Hill had combined for 23 wins by the Fourth of July, it would be more important than ever that the rest of the staff be on their game, as the Pirates’ lead in the standings was only half a game.

  The first opponents for the Pirates during this grind were the red-hot Cubs. Charlie Root beat the Pirates 1-0 for the Bruins’ ninth straight win, moving Chicago into first place. Johnny Gooch had the lone Pirates hit against the Cubs’ star pitcher, and Traynor’s error had allowed the Cubs’ run to score. Aldridge, though, returned the favor the next day, shutting out the Cubs and moving the Pirates back to within percentage points of the lead.

  Just when Bush needed pitching depth the most, one of his moundsmen disappeared. Johnny Morrison, who had left the team the year before claiming he had injured his arm, contacted the team to say he had fallen down a flight of stairs and was unable to join them. Bush allowed Morrison two days off to recuperate, but when the right-hander failed to show on the third day, he was promptly suspended.

  On July 12, the Pirates beat one of the league’s top pitchers, Dazzy Vance, 2-1. Vance fanned 11 in the game, but the Pirates scored a run in the eighth and Hill’s chopper scored Cuyler in the top of the ninth. Cuyler’s speed had set up the run, as he got on with a walk, stole second and went to third on a sacrifice before pitcher Hill brought him home. However, in a reversal of fortunes the next day, Cuyler’s error allowed the winning run to score in another 2-1 contest. The key figure for the third day in a row, Kiki’s ninth-inning hit scored the winning run in a game in which Paul Waner went four for five and scored three runs.

  Joe Dawson won the next day, but the Pirates dropped a doubleheader to their weak intrastate rivals, the Phillies, 11-9 and 11-5 on July 16. After a day off, Pittsburgh rebounded again. They beat the Phils 9-7 and 6-5 as Yde, the forgotten man, contributed valuable long relief to save the opener and Lloyd Waner collected three hits. Hill bailed out Meadows in the ninth of the nightcap for a clutch save.

  Bush, realizing that the heavy schedule and Morrison’s defection were wearing out his pitchers, purchased Johnny Miljus, a former major-leaguer of little note, from Seattle, where he had gone 14-5 to start the season. The Pirates announced the move shortly before the Cubs again moved ahead of them in the standings with a win over the Giants. With back-to-back doubleheaders against the Phillies and Braves, the team was optimistic, but the Pirates could win only one of four games as Boston’s Kent Greenfield and Bob Smith stopped the hard-hitting Pittsburgh attack on July 21.

  Pugnacious Earl Smith rejoined the team the next day and collected two hits, and the Waners each hit RBI triples in the eighth to key a Pirate 5-2 win behind Meadows. The Pirates reclaimed the lead in the pennant race, which represented the fifth time in five days the National League leader had changed. The trend continued the next day, as Pittsburgh lost the first game of the doubleheader and their first-place standing, but regained the lead with a 4-3 win in Game 2, a victory aided by a heavy rainfall in the seventh inning which led the umpires to call the contest.

  The doubleheader streak closed on July 24. Hill won his 15th against the Robins, but Burleigh Grimes made sure the day was not wasted for New York fans, as he won 9-3. Kremer suffered a tough loss to New York’s Rube Benton the next day, 1-0, as Andy Reese hit a short “Polo Grounds” home run down the left field line. The win was big in New York, as the Giants were now considered to be back in the race.

  By the end of the month, Paul Waner had taken over the batting lead from Harris, .386 to .384. Barnhart was still hitting .371, and Traynor and Lloyd Waner were above .330. Nagging injuries kept Harris out of more games, however, and Bush moved Grantham back to first and played Hal Rhyne at second. The Pirates trailed the Cubs by a game, while St. Louis was only three back and the Giants three and a half.

  Things did not get better for the Bucs in early August. The team looked sluggish, and one of its stars was called on the carpet by the manager. During a game with the Giants, Cuyler went into second base standing up on a double play. Cuyler later explained he had done so to force the Giants’ shortstop, Travis Jackson, to throw around him in hopes of breaking up the play. However, Jackson dropped the ball at second and was able to tag Cuyler out when he overran the base. Bush fined Cuyler $50 and benched him. This led to quite a controversy, as some teammates and fans believed Cuyler should not have been fined since there was no personal misconduct on his part, simply the use of questionable judgment. John McGraw’s Giants added fuel to the fire by publicly stating fining a player of Cuyler’s stature for making a hustling, albeit poor, play was wrong. It was thought that the Giants wanted to stir up problems inside the Pirates’ locker room, as McGraw had earlier stated he thought the Pirates were the biggest threat to his team’s pennant chances. It seemed to be the right time for such an attack, as it was known that several Pirates had expressed bad feelings towards Morrison for his disappearing act and another conflict might divide the team just as the A-B-C affair had dismantled the Pirates the year before.

  Whether this ploy worked or not, one thing was certain, the Pirates were off their game and dropped five games behind the Cubs. The Cardinals had caught Pittsburgh in the standings. To make matters worse, a Boston process server attempted to deliver a summons to Smith declaring Dave Bancroft was suing him for $15,000. Bush’s temper began to show more regularly, and after he derided an umpire during a game attended by John Heydler, the National League president fined him.

  The Bucs managed to inch closer, led by the “Siamese Twins of Swat,” as one Louisville Slugger ad called the Waners. Hill stopped the Giants’ six-game winning streak, 4-1, and cut the lead to three and a half by dropping the Robins 10-7. Both Poisons and Traynor each had three hits while the Cubs were dropping a doubleheader in Boston.

  As August neared its close, the Pirates dropped back to five games out, tied once again with the Cards and only percentage points ahead of New York.

  Morrison attempted to be reinstated, but Dreyfuss refused, backing his manager. Morrison reportedly told some of his Kansas City associates that he had received a check from Dreyfuss and was to join the team shortly, but the Pirates quickly denied this. One wonders what the pitcher’s dubious motivations might have been in telling the locals differently.

  After struggling with aches and pains and morale problems most of August, the team’s health began to improve. The club was still hitting, as its .310 average attested, but some questioned the move of Grantham to first and the use of the relatively light-hitting Rhyne at second. A more logical solution, they argued, would be to move Paul Waner to first, a position he played well even though he had little experience there, and put the splinter-collecting star, Cuyler, in right. Bush was not interested in this suggestion.

  While Cuyler sat on the Pirates’ bench, the Cardinals resurrected the career of a former Pirate who had had his share of run-ins with management when his jersey read Pittsburgh. After losing shortstop Tommy Thevenow to injury, St. Louis purchased Walter Maranville, still a gifted defender, and now a sober individual. The move was a clear sign that St. Louis’s Branch Rickey was going to pull out all stops, including a Rabbit from a minor-league team cap. One factor which perhaps favored neither team was that the Bucs had finished playing the Cards early that year and the teams would not face each other down the September stretch.

  New York helped tighten the race, however, by sweeping three from the Cubs at Coogan’s Bluff, and the Pirates beat the Phillies three times out of four in another set of back-to-back doubleheaders to move to within one game. Aldridge, lefty Mike Cvengros and Hill won a 3-2 decision in thirteen innings allowing only seven hits to open the second twinbill, and the first six men in the Pirates’ batting order had at least two hits to finish the extended afternoon, 7-2.

  September opened with the Pirates going head to head against the Cubs at Forbes Field, and the Bucs reclaimed the number-one spot, winning 4-3. Harris hit a long home run to center field and scored or drove in all of the Pirates’ runs. Both Waners contributed great throws to snuff out potential scoring attempts in the game. St. Louis came in the next day, and Kremer beat Grover Cleveland Alexander, also having a great season, 5-3.

  On September 3, Hill won his 20th and got plenty of support from Grantham, who had four hits, and Paul Waner and Traynor, who each had three, in a lopsided 14-0 win.

  St. Louis then went to play the Cubs as the Pirates faced the Reds. Wee Willie Sherdel handed Chicago its seventh straight loss. The Pirates beat the Reds and their star Dolf Luque, 8-4. Both Waners hit line drive home runs down the left-field line, which hit off the top of the wall and bounded into the stands. The Giants, meanwhile, were the hottest team in the league and moved into second place with their tenth straight win.

  The Giants moved to within a game the next day as they split a doubleheader with the Braves, while the Pirates dropped two to Cincinnati. The Cards and Cubs both gained on the Pirates with a split of their doubleheader.

  Showing confidence in his manager once again, Dreyfuss chose this time to announce that Bush had been rehired for 1928 and called him “the best manager I’ve ever had. He is all baseball and his whole time is given to directing my team.”

  He was certainly directing a group of excellent hitters, as five Pirates, Paul Waner (first), Harris (second), Barnhart (sixth), Lloyd Waner (eighth) and Traynor (tenth) ranked in the league’s top ten. Barnhart’s hitting had made Bush’s decision to keep Cuyler on the bench easier than it would have been otherwise, but his determination not to use Cuyler was even more apparent when he went with raw rookie Adam Comorosky in center field for a few games when Lloyd Waner was hurt.

  Kremer threw a three-hit shutout over the Reds on September 6, but the Cards behind Alexander and the Giants behind strong hitting kept pace. Poor fielding spelled doom for Pittsburgh on September 7, while the Giants were off and the Cardinals and Cubs split two. The Cubs clung to their hopes, beating the Cards 11-7 on September 8, the only game played by the contenders that day.

  The Cards moved ahead of the Cubs on September 9, however, with Les Bell smashing a three-run homer in the tenth as Chicago lost again, this time to the Giants, 7-2. For Pittsburghers, though, the contest that really mattered was Aldridge’s 3-2 victory over the Phils.

  Kremer continued the Pirates’ fine pitching, shutting out the Phils 4-0 the next day. The Cardinals kept pace. Alexander captured his 19th win to move within a game of the Giants, who lost to the Cubs’ Guy Bush, 2-1.

  Pittsburgh had an off day on September 11, but did not enjoy hearing that hot Cardinals rookie Fred Frankhouse blanked the Robins 5-0. The New York game was somewhat more favorable, as the Cubs scored six in the fifth to win 7-5.

  Returning to action, the Pirates benefited from home runs by Wright and Smith to back Hill’s 3-2 win. The Cardinals got another pitching gem, a 2-0 effort by Al Reinhart, in sweeping Brooklyn, while Fat Freddie Fitzsimmons dropped a lump of coal on the Cubs, winning 7-5 despite allowing 16 hits.

  The Pirates played the Braves in a doubleheader on September 13 and took both games. Meadows won his 18th in the opener, and Bush called on Kremer to save Aldridge’s 5-4 win later that day. The Cardinals and Giants squared off against each other and split their two games, and Chicago lost to Brooklyn 6-5.

  Pittsburgh was now the hot team and won its seventh straight by taking yet another doubleheader from Boston, 6-2 and 3-0. The losses ran the Braves’ streak to ten in the other direction. Kremer and Miljus each won with six-hitters, while the Waners collected eight hits in the two games. The Giants and Cardinals again split two, and Chicago continued to play itself out of the race with another loss to Brooklyn.

  Hill improved to 22-9 by knocking off the Braves as hits by Traynor, Harris and Smith won the game in the eighth, 2-1. The Pirates again savored the Cards and Giants knocking each other out in a doubleheader.

  Pittsburgh used an early attack as the Waners set up three runs in the first and held off the Braves for their ninth straight win, 4-3. With the Giants and Cardinals finally playing just one game, the Giants moved ahead of St. Louis as Grimes beat Sherdel, 6-3. The Robins, swept by the Cardinals before playing the Cubs, completed their sweep of Chicago, virtually ending the Cubs’ hopes of a surprise pennant.

  Wins ten and eleven in a row came on September 17 for Pittsburgh, as they stopped Brooklyn’s more modest winning streak. Aldridge battled a tough ninth inning to win the opener 2-1, and Kremer pitched his third shutout in four starts, winning 6-0. Lloyd Waner became the first rookie to collect 200 hits. The Giants kept pace by sweeping two from the Reds, and Reinhart shut out the Phils to keep the Cards close as well. The Cubs regained some dignity by handing Boston its 14th and 15th straight losses.

  St. Louis closed the gap by a game with a doubleheader sweep of the Phils, but the Giants, also playing two, could manage only a split as the Pirates played no game.

  The off day was probably not welcomed by the Pirates, as it slowed their pace, and the next day Dazzy Vance did so even more by shutting out the Bucs, 3-0. The loss, coupled with wins by the Giants and Cards, saw the Pirates’ lead reduced to four and a half games.

  After the hot streak, the Pirates’ pitching became erratic and Barnhart went into a deep slump. The defense, too, sagged, but Bush kept Cuyler on the bench. As the pennant remained in question, fans began to sway more to Cuyler’s side in the debate, although the outfielder decided to stop talking to the newspapers about the issue.

  The Cardinals took advantage to move to three games back on September 20 as Frankie Frisch and Chick Hafey went back to back in a 7-4 win over Philadelphia and the Pirates were shut out by Bill Doak, 3-0. The win pulled the Cards even with New York in second place.

  Miljus helped Pittsburgh take back half a game on September 21, beating Brooklyn 4-2, and Lloyd Waner added three more hits to his rookie record.

  With New York coming to Pittsburgh next, the Pirates knew that while time was on their side, they could slay the Giants with a successful series. The two heavyweights opened, of course, with a doubleheader. The club took the opener 5-2 behind Kremer, but the Giants knocked Aldridge out of the first inning of the second game and coasted to a 7-1 win. The Cardinals gained half a game by scoring two in the ninth to beat the Braves and move ahead of McGraw’s squad in the standings.

  The Giants then stepped on Hill, who had beaten them five times during the season, 6-5, as the Pirates’ biggest winner tired in the seventh and Fred Lindstrom won the game with a base hit in the ninth. The win moved the Giants back in front of St. Louis and closed the gap between them and the Pirates to two and a half games.

  New York drew even closer with another clutch victory the next day, tying the game at one in the ninth and scoring two in the tenth. Rookie Fred Frankhouse won his fifth straight game for the Cards, moving St. Louis closer to the top along with the Giants.

  The Pirates’ next opponents were the Cubs, who had put together a five-game winning streak in hopes of a miracle finish. Aldridge starred in the first game, pitching a 2-1 victory and driving in a run in the seventh with a single. The Bucs completed the sweep by knocking out 26-game winner Root in the second game, 6-1. The losses officially eliminated Chicago, but the Cards kept pace by sweeping a doubleheader from Boston. The Giants, meanwhile, had their game rained out after seven innings with no score but were forced to use up their pitching.

  That factor showed the next afternoon as the Phils pounded New York 9-2. The Cardinals took a one-and-a-half-game lead for second place by winning in 13 innings, 2-1. While the Giants had been hurt by the rain, the Pirates found themselves aided by it as conditions caused their game to end after seven and sealed a tense 1-0 win for Miljus.

  The Bucs beat the Cubs again on September 27, with Grantham’s home run in the fifth being the key hit. Unable to give up any ground as St. Louis won their game 4-1 behind Alexander, Bush was forced to use his three best pitchers, Meadows, Hill and Kremer, to secure the win. New York stayed alive by beating the Phillies 6-2, then won the next day 5-4 in ten innings as the Giants were the only contender to play on September 28.

  The next day, the Cardinals’ game against the Reds was the one in the spotlight, as neither the Pirates nor Giants played. Jackie May beat the Redbirds, 3-2.

  Cincinnati seemed to be relishing their late role of spoiler as Red Lucas out-dueled Aldridge 2-1 in the second to last game of the year, but New York was eliminated anyway when Brooklyn beat them 10-5. The Cards were idle as the season moved into its final day. A Pirates loss and a St. Louis win would force the Cards to make up a previously postponed game, and if they won their game the National League would end in a tie.

  Pirates hitters tried to make it an easy day for the pitchers, scoring five runs in the first inning, but Kremer and Hill could not hold the Reds down. Finally, Miljus relieved, and though he seemed to wobble at times, his teammates, led by Traynor’s three hits, continued to score. The Serbian hurler held on and the Pirates clinched their hard-fought pennant 9-6.

  The hard-hitting Pirates ended up leading the circuit in average (.305) and runs (817). This more than compensated for a pitching staff which was fifth in ERA (3.66, 0.01 percentage points behind Chicago) and lacked depth beyond its four main starters and Miljus.

  The number-one man for the Bucs was Paul Waner. He was chosen the league’s MVP on the strength of his league-leading .380 average, 237 hits, 17 triples and 131 RBIs. Waner’s RBI total remains the Pirates’ record. He also led the team with nine home runs and 40 doubles while appearing in every one of his team’s games.

  The man Paul had persuaded the Pirates to sign, his little brother Lloyd, finished the year with 223 hits and tied Rogers Hornsby for the league lead in runs scored (133). His .355 average was among the league leaders, and he established himself as a far-ranging outfielder who utilized his speed well.

  Traynor, who joined Paul Waner on The Sporting News National League All-Star Team, batted .342 with 106 RBIs and struck out only 11 times all season. While Harris and Barnhart cooled considerably during the latter stages of the season, they hit .326 and .319 respectively. Grantham gave the Pirates a sixth .300 hitter in their lineup at .305.

  Cuyler gave them a hitter seemingly permanently glued to the bench, as his final mark was .309 and he led the team with 20 stolen bases despite playing approximately half a season. Wright saw his average finish at a disappointing .281, but still knocked in over 100 runs.

  Hill’s 22 wins led the club, but Kremer, at 19-8, may have been the team’s best pitcher, as he led the league with a 2.47 ERA. Meadows went 19-10 and Aldridge won 15 despite his 4.25 earned run average. Miljus, in 76 innings over 19 games, went 8-3 with a 1.90 ERA, but the other pitchers failed to distinguish themselves. Those on the Pirates’ World Series roster went just 6-11. Although Cvengros posted a decent 3.35 ERA, Dawson’s was 4.46 and Yde’s a horrendous 9.71. It did not help in the World Series that the Pirates’ opponents were the New York Yankees, with a lineup so feared it hid the fact that the Yanks also had the best pitching staff in the league.
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  1928

  Record: 85-67 (.559)

  Finish: Fourth Place, 9 Games Behind

  Having been swept in the World Series by the New York Yankees, Barney Dreyfuss and Donie Bush turned their attention toward making the move that everyone who followed Pittsburgh baseball knew was inevitable: the disposal of Kiki Cuyler. Cuyler, for his part, publicly apologized for having not accepted Bush’s wishes for him to play left field and hit second and stated he did not look forward to leaving the Pirates, but he defended his baserunning decision not to slide into second on the fateful double-play ball against the Giants which directly led to his benching. Bush, upon hearing Cuyler’s remarks, seemed to miss what Cuyler was trying to say, and he used them to justify his ignoring the star during the World Series.

  Several big-name stars, such as slugging first baseman George Kelly, defensive star Hughie Critz and pitchers Pete Donohue and Jesse Petty were mentioned in potential trades, but when Bush finally pulled the trigger, he received infielder Sparky Adams and young outfielder Pete Scott in return for a man who had never hit lower than .309 and was one of the game’s top base stealers. Adams was a pesky hitter with some speed but no power. It was thought he would provide a steady glove at second and could fill in at short or third if needed. Scott had potential as a hitter and a good arm, but he was slow for an outfielder and the Pirates considered converting him to catcher. The fact that the Pirates were willing to trade Cuyler to the Cubs for so little may have been a sign that his market value had been greatly diminished as teams realized there was no way Bush was going to take him back.

  Most of the other moves were not so dramatic. Heinie Groh was released to Rochester to assume the role of player-manager. The Pirates rid themselves of their little-used left-handers, Emil Yde and Mike Cvengros. Yde and third-string catcher Roy Spencer were sold to Indianapolis, and Cvengros was released. Although neither pitcher distinguished himself in 1927, the moves left the Pirates without a left-hander, and skeptics questioned if the pitchers the Pirates depended on during their pennant drive would be as effective. They were moving into their mid-thirties, and Johnny Miljus had pitched much better than his previous showings. The Bucs even invited a third Waner brother, pitcher Trav, to camp to try to bolster the staff. There was also some question if Lloyd Waner would be as effective a hitter now that pitchers had had plenty of opportunities to face him and managers to figure ways to defend him. One notable hurler, Bill Doak, claimed that Waner had deficiencies that would be exploited in 1928 and predicted he would not hit .300 again.

  In spring training, Bush was able to take advantage of an opposing player’s unhappiness and swing a trade for him. Burleigh Grimes, an aging spitballer who had started his career in 1917 with the Pirates rather unsuccessfully, but had emerged as a star with the Robins and Giants, was holding out. He had expressed his unhappiness with John McGraw’s decision to bypass him in a key game during the 1927 pennant race despite being the Giants’ best pitcher the second half of the season, going 16-3 after a 3-5 start. Bush sent 15-game winner Aldridge to New York in return for the unhappy star. Bush also shipped Hal Rhyne to the San Francisco Seals and replaced him with minor-league veteran Eddie Mulligan. Left-handers Fred Fussell and Erv Brame were brought in from the minors, had good springs, and made the club, while two youngsters who would reach stardom in the near future, Joe Cronin and Dick Bartell, battled for utility roles.

  While Bush expressed confidence, the Bucs staggered out of the gate. Carmen Hill, a 22-game winner the year before, injured his back late in training camp, then took a line drive off his leg early in the season. The Bucs won only three of their first ten. The only solace the team seemed to take was when Cuyler was held 0 for 15 during the first two series the Cubs and Pirates played against each other.

  It was May before the defending NL champs reached .500, although George Grantham got off to a great start and was leading the league with a .455 average. Lee Meadows was plagued by sinus problems, which affected his eyesight and caused headaches, and was unable to pitch at all. Things got worse for his teammates. Bush had trouble finding a left fielder. Barnhart had come in even more overweight than the year before and wasn’t hitting.

  Adam Comorosky was hurt and Scott was playing poorly. Injuries caused one-half of the regular infield to miss time. The club, after reaching the break-even point, dropped off again, and at the end of the month, the Bucs were 10 games out of first. With Grimes the only pitcher winning, Bush’s job was said to be in jeopardy.

  Bush tried to make a move to bolster his pitching, but the best he could do was to trade the quickly aging Joe Harris and Johnny Gooch for catcher Charley Hargreaves. A right-handed hitter, it was thought he would be a better complement to left-hander Earl Smith, but he was not a heavy hitter. Bush also tried to crack down on the players by banning all drinking and forbidding them from going out at night. Desperate for pitching, he seemed to use Grimes almost anytime the Pirates needed an out.

  More moves came, dismantling the ’27 NL champs. Smith was cut, but he quickly signed with the first-place Cardinals. Miljus expressed happiness when he was sold to Cleveland on waivers, although the Indians tried to back out of the deal when they learned that between the waiver price and monies owed the pitcher’s former employers, they would be liable for $17,500. There were also rumors that Glenn Wright’s reason for missing a few games was related to drinking and that Wright was battling a $40,000 lawsuit as the result of an offseason accident.

  However, with Bartell joining the Waners and Grantham and Pie Traynor playing well, the team struggled back to .500 in late July. Although Grantham was no longer leading the league, he was third and Paul Waner had moved into second place. The team was forced to keep a perspective on their season when Scott was severely hurt crashing into the stands in the Polo Grounds. Originally, it was thought his neck was broken and his major-league career was basically over. His trademate, Adams, was disappointing, particularly in the field. As the injuries mounted, Bush was forced to juggle his lineup and pitching staff with untested players. Fred Brickell provided some stability in left late in the season. The Bucs actually began to win more often despite the obstacles and actually moved to within six games in late August as the offense began to batter the opposition.

  Needing another right-handed bat for the stretch, Bush attempted to bring Comorosky, having a huge season after being sent to Indianapolis, back to Pittsburgh. However, Indy was in contention for the American Association pennant and insisted on being compensated with a hitter. Bush decided to part with Barnhart, batting .296 at the time, to satisfy their demands. Although Comorosky played better upon his recall, the Pirates could finish no better than fourth place, nine games behind the Cardinals.

  Statistics showed why the Pirates had fallen from their perch. Although Paul Waner finished second in the league to Rogers Hornsby in hitting at .370 and was joined in the .300 circle by Traynor (.337), Lloyd Waner (.335), Grantham (.323), Brickell (.322 in 202 at-bats), Wright (.310) and Bartell (.305 in 72 games), the pitchers had fallen off badly. The Pirates’ offense was still the best in the league, even with Bush having to move players in and out all season. Traynor actually set a league record with 22 sacrifice flies, and the Bucs easily led the league in hitting with a team record .309 average and led the league in runs with 837.

  Grimes, after his great start and talk of winning 30 games, finished 25-14 with a 2.99 ERA, but the rest of the staff fell off from their 1927 performances. Hill was 16-10 and Kremer 15-13, but the latter’s ERA rose from a league-best 2.47 to 4.64. Meadows appeared in only four games all season, and the second-line pitchers were unimpressive.

  Perhaps most telling of the team’s fortunes was that despite some excellent individual performances, no Pirate was named to The Sporting News All-Star Team. Dreyfuss gave Bush a vote of confidence, stating that he would be back in 1929, but Pittsburghers wondered which of the players would not.
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  1929

  Record: 85-69 (.552)

  Finish: Third Place, 8 Games Behind

  Although the Pirates had managed to boast the best offense in the senior circuit in 1928, the club had finished a disappointing fourth after winning the pennant in 1927. Bush began looking to rebuild his pitching staff, and as shortstop Glenn Wright had come close to taking over Kiki Cuyler’s spot in the manager’s doghouse, Bush figured to utilize him in a trade. When the deal happened, Bush acquired left-hander Jesse Petty and infielder Harry Riconda from Brooklyn. Petty had won in double figures for three straight years pitching for unimpressive teams for Wilbert Robinson, but his ERA had risen from 2.98 in 1927 to 4.04 in 1928. The Pirates had been interested in him for over a year, as he had been one of the players rumored to be coming to Pittsburgh for Cuyler following 1927.

  Riconda was a journeyman and was not figured to replace Wright. Both the pitcher and his new manager were delighted by the trade, and it was hoped that Petty would give the Pirates a winning left arm to back up right-handers Burleigh Grimes, Carmen Hill and Remy Kremer. Some, though, questioned the move, as Petty was no youngster. At the age of 34, he was even older than Hill and Kremer, while Grimes was 36 and Lee Meadows, trying to comeback from illness and injury, was the same age as the left-hander. Second-line pitchers Fred Fussell and Joe Dawson were 30, and the younger arms had not impressed in 1928.

  To help pick up the slack offensively, the Bucs drafted veteran first baseman Earl Sheely from Sacramento of the PCL. Sheely had been a productive hitter with the White Sox during the ’20s but had severely injured his ankle some years back, which greatly slowed him on the bases. He had been a good defensive first baseman in his prime and still had dependable hands at first. While it was thought Sheely’s presence would ease the loss of the productive Wright in the batting order, there was some debate over who would take his position in the field. Bush announced early in camp that he planned to move Pie Traynor, baseball’s top third baseman, to shortstop, the position he had played while breaking into pro ball.

  The Pirates also looked to the minor leagues for additional pitching, as their moundsmen had disappointed in 1928 and it was the lack of pitching which had kept Pittsburgh from finishing higher. New names such as Larry French, Heinie Meine and local boy Steve Swetonic were added to the staff. Swetonic was especially interesting, not only because of his Pittsburgh ties, but because he had won 19 games at Indianapolis and three more in the Little World Series.

  A difference of opinion became obvious between Bush and Barney Dreyfuss. Bush had not been as impressed with young Dick Bartell’s play at shortstop as the owner had been, but Dreyfuss noted that the only shortstop who hit for a higher average in the NL was the departed Wright. Bush, though, insisted on playing Traynor at short during the spring and hoped to replace him with rookie Jim Stroner at third. Riconda, the manager figured, could back up, and he also had holdover Sparky Adams and Bartell in the infield mix. Bush decided to remove George Grantham from the second base competition, choosing to have the slugger compete with Adam Comorosky for the left field job. Grantham’s move to the outfield may also have been necessitated by a holdout by the Waners. Losing the “Poisons” would undoubtedly seriously cripple the offense. To make matters worse, Traynor was hurt with what was called a spinal injury and missed time. In order to take pressure off Pie’s back, Bush decided to move him back to the less demanding third base position. When Lloyd Waner signed, the manager moved Grantham to second and Adams to short. All those things paled in comparison, however, when Bush’s brother was killed in an automobile accident.

  Just before the start of the season, Paul Waner ended his holdout. The layoff, though, affected his early hitting, and when Adams showed too little range to be the everyday shortstop, Bush passed on Bartell to play rookie Cobe Jones. He, too, was unimpressive and the team sputtered out of the gate. The offense hit a combined .244 for the first 11 games, and Paul Waner remained under .250 into May.

  Bush kept making changes, trying to find a winning combination. While Grimes was again winning more than his share of games, it became obvious that Specs Meadows was unable to contribute and he was sent to the minors. Fortunately, no team was dominating the league and a 14-12 record was good enough for third place. When Grimes ran his record to 7-0 in late May and the Pirates swept the Reds and Cardinals in consecutive series, the team moved ahead of St. Louis into second. No one player starred consistently at the plate, but the lineup was getting decent performances from several players, including Grantham, who homered twice in the game which moved the Pirates past the Cardinals to only one game behind the Cubs.

  Traynor’s health and hitting improved, and Bush settled on Bartell as his shortstop. Grimes won his eighth straight on Memorial Day and his ninth four days later. The Freebooters even enjoyed a short stay in first as Erv Brame beat St. Louis and Swetonic and the fading Hill won 7-2 over the Cubs. Old nemesis Art Nehf, who years before had been unbeatable when pitching against Pittsburgh, cooled the Bucs the next day when the teams split a doubleheader, but what really hurt were two straight losses to the weak Phillies that pushed the Pirates back into second.

  Paul Waner’s hitting and Bartell’s all-around play (fielding an impressive .979 with only five errors in 37 games while batting .320) moved the club back to the top. The club’s batting average reached .300 on June 7 and Grimes’s quick start improved him to 10-0. That the offense relied on no one batter was evident from the fact that while Lloyd Waner was leading the team with a .339 average, he was only 18th in the league among regular players.

  Then the sparkplug, Bartell, was injured and Riconda and Jones were forced to fill in. Both left much to be desired in the field. Dawson, who had helped the team to the pennant in ’27, was waived to Baltimore of the International League, but when his demand that he receive half the purchase price was denied, he quit baseball to turn his attention to aviation and taught flying in nearby McKeesport. While the right-hander was flying around Southwestern Pennsylvania, some of his teammates were throwing pitches which were hit seemingly to the moon.

  The Cards moved ahead of the Pirates after the Bucs lost a 20-15 game to the Giants in fourteen innings. The teams used a then-record 11 pitchers, and even Grimes got roughed up when he failed to last five innings against the Reds in an 8-3 loss. Soon afterward, the Cardinals hit a slump, and when the Bucs took three of four from the Cubs, they reclaimed first.

  As 1929 approached midseason, the Wright trade was looking like a bust for both teams. Wright, actually, had not played for Brooklyn, as he suffered an arm injury. When the injury occurred became a matter of hot debate, as the Robins claimed Wright had been injured prior to the trade and the deal should not have been allowed to stand. The Pirates denied this, stating Wright had been hurt playing basketball after the deal was consummated, and if this was not the case, Dreyfuss & Co. had no knowledge that he had an injury. The squabble appeared “petty” when Jesse got off to a 2-6 start and Riconda, despite going 7 for 15, was sent to the minors. While Petty was not living up to Bush’s hopes, rookie Meine was impressing observers and moved into the rotation.
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  The 1929 Pirates finished eight games out and in third place with an 85-69 record.

  With the Pirates battling for first, the team spirit and toughness of Pie Traynor came to the forefront. Pie, considered a gentleman off the field, played the game with unusual intensity as well as skill. First, he was playing with a painful back, and at least one doctor had offered the opinion that the star third baseman should give up sports. Then he had his nose broken when he was hit by a pitched ball. The treating physician told him that he would have to miss two weeks after the doctor reset his nose. Traynor asked if he could play if his nose wasn’t reset. The doctor told him he could but cautioned him against this, as the nose would have to be rebroken following the season. Traynor told him that the Pirates were in a pennant race and that there was no way he was going to sit out if he could help it.

  As July rolled around, the Pirates, Cards and Cubs continued to battle for first. The Pirates beat the Cards for the tenth straight time on our nation’s birthday as the Pirates scored eight runs twice that day, getting complete-game victories from Meine and Kremer. The Cardinals, defending NL champions, fell to nine games behind the first-place Pittsburgh as the Pirates kept winning, boosting their winning percentage to .667 with a 52-26 record. To help off the bench, Ira Flagstead, a veteran right-handed hitting outfielder, was added.

  Grimes won his league-high 15th on July 12 and Kremer won for the seventh time in eight starts to keep the Pirates’ hopes flying high. The hitters were again producing well, as Traynor was hitting .360 (sixth in the league), Lloyd Waner .357, Comorosky .339 and Paul Waner .334. Then the third baseman suffered another injury, this time forcing him from the lineup. Grantham joined him on the injury list and the offense started to slump, although Traynor’s replacement, young Stu Clarke, helped win a game with a home run. The biggest blow, however, came when Grimes, 16-2, was hurt. The spitballer was on his way to another amazing year, and the pitching staff was clearly dependent on him.
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Freddy Sale 00100 10 2 0 000
Babe Adams 3193 2 22 3 3 5113
Emil Yde 163 3322 14 1940 171 62 53 283
Amie Stone 4222 1 640 5 15 7 295
Jeff Pleffer 53154 1 582 68 17 19 307
Ray Kremer 1810 41 30 17 2504 262 51 64 319
LeeMeadows 13 12 36 30 15 2201 240 51 61 326
Wibur Cooper 20 14 38 35 25 2662 296 40 62 328
Johnny Morison 11 16 41 25 10 2372 213 73 ss 375
Del Lundgren 0181 0 162 2 648
Don Songer G061 0 5 a3 sem
Ray Steineder 0150 0 22 6 5 01350
Totals 90 63153153 85 13820 1387 323 364 327

Shutouts: Yde (4), Keemer (4), Gooper (4), Meadows (3)
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WLl GG C& IP H BB K ERA
Phil Morrison 00100 02 1 0 10
Drew Rader 00100 20 2 0 0 000
Lyle Bigbee 00500 8 4 4 1183
Elmer Ponder 2081 1 22 20 3 3 219
Babe Adams 145 2520 11 1600 155 18 55 264
Whitey Glazner 14 5 36 25 15 2340 214 58 88 277
JohnnyMorison 9 7 21 17 11 1440 13 33 52 288
ChiefYellowhorse 5 3 10 4 1 481 45 13 10 208
Wibur Cooper 22 14 38 38 20 327.0 341 80 134 325
Earl Hamilton 1315 35 30 12 2250 237 58 50 33

76320 5 124 150 30 49 368

483010 3 102 12 23 % 42
Bill Hughes. 0010 0 20 3 1 2 450
Rip Wheeler 00100 30 6 1 0 900
Totals 90 63 154154 88 14152 1448 322 500 3.47

Shutouts: Morrison (3), Adams (2), Gooper (2, Hamilton (2), Zinn

Saves: Zinn (4), Carlson (4), Glazner, Yellowhorse
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WL GGCG IP H BB K ERA
HowsWagner 0 0 1 0 0 51 4 2 5 000
Ed Poole 00100 80 7 3 2 113
JesseTannchill 20 6 26 24 23 2310 203 25 100 195

20 9 3130 20 2720 265 2 122 205

28 6 3533 31 2861 202 62 136 247

167 2826 23 220 203 31 86 239
Ed Doheny 164 2221 19 1881 161 61 88 253
WarenMclaughin 3 0 3 3 3 260 27 9 13 277
HaveyCushman 0 4 4 4 3 252 30 31 12 736
Totals 103 36 141141 131 12642 1142 250 564 230

Shutouts: Chesbro (8), Phillippe (5), Leever (&), Tannehill 2),

Doheny (2)
e ) o 21, Chesbro
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I Powell 12 23

rby White: 30 4
George Gibson 143 482
Paddy OComnor 6 4
Dats Miller 120 444

G AB R H 28 RBI SB AVG
Max Carey 2 6 2 3 0 2 0 50
Jack Ferry 6 9 0 3 2 0 0 33
VinCampbell 07 282 42 92 O 21 17 3%
HonusWagner 150 55 90 178 34 8 2 320
Jack Kading 8 23 5 1 2 40 30
BobbyByme 148 602 101 178 43 52 3 .20
Chief Wilson 146 53 59 148 14 50 8 .276
John Fiynn % 332 32 9 10 52 6 274
Tommyleach 135 520 83 143 24 52 18 270
Fred Clarke 123 420 57 113 23 63 12 263
Ham Hyatt 74 175 19 46 5 30 3 263
0 261

0 268
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2 50 3 10 0 5 1 .200
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34 83 9 16 3 6 0 193
4 16 2 3 0 10 188
0 60 6 11 2 40 183
38 8 6 1 1 6 0 .12
312 1 1 0 00 .08
Sam Leever % 31 2 2 0 0 0 065
EdAbbaticchio 3 3 0 0 0 00 .000
Gene Moore 4 6 2 0 0 00 000
0 0 00 .000
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WL GGCG IP H BB K ERA
Skip Dowd 00100 20 4 2 1 000
Jack Mercer 00100 10 0 2 1 000
Babe Adams 189 3430 16 2450 217 60 101 2.24
Elmer Steel 0333 2 240 19 3 7 225
Deacon Phi 142318 5 1202 111 9 30 229
Jack Ferry 1263 2 310 2 8 12232
Bill Powell 46129 4 750 65 3 23 240
Letty Leiield 1513 40 30 13 2181 197 67 64 264
Sam Leever 652 8 4 1110 104 25 33 276
Gene Moore 21 41 0 171 19 7 9 312
Howie Camnitz 12 13 38 31 16 2600 246 61 120 322
Nick Maddox 23207 2 81 13 28 2 340
rby White 009302 7 151 142 75 42 346
Sam Frock 00100 20 2 2 1 450
Letty Webb 2173 2 20 2 9 6 56
Totals 86 67 154154 73 13760 1254 302 479 283

Shutouts: Adams (3), Leifield (3, White (3), Powell (2}, Phillpe,

Camnitz

Saves: Phillippe (4), Leifield (2), Leever (2), Camnitz (2), White (2)
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WL GGCE IP H BB K ERA
Homer Allebrand 0 0 1 0 0 {0 1 0 1 000
TomMcCathy 0 0 2 1 0 60 3 6 1 000
ChickBrandom 1 0 3 1 1 170 13 4 8 0583
Howie Camnitz 16 O 38 26 17 232 182 69 113 156
43167 3 892 73 20 31 201
2311 4133 25 3042 239 60 o7 207
157 3820 14 1922 179 41 28 240
1514 34 26 18 2182 163 86 87 240
0283 0 41 40 10 17 223
2383532 22 2602 209 9 70 228
1241 0 150 15 7 9 600
0050 0 120 20 3 1 1125

9 56 155155 100 14021 1142 406 468 2.12
7),Leifield (5, Leever (4) Maddox (4), Camitz (3)

9
Saves: Camnitz (2), Leever (2), Leifield (2), Brandom, Young, Maddox
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G AB R _H 2B 38 HR RBI SB AVG
DeaconPhillippe 3 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0100
MatyOToole 5 14 1 5 2 0 0 0 0 35
HonusWagner 130 473 &7 158 23 16 9 89 20 34
Fred Clarke 10 392 73 127 25 13 5 49 10 324
VinCampbell 42 93 12 29 3 1 0 10 6 312
Jack Ferry 20 20 2 9 1 10 0 0230
ChiefWison 148 544 72 163 34 12 12 107 10 300
Dots Miller 137 470 82 126 17 8 6 78 17 268
BobbyByme 153 508 96 155 24 17 2 52 23 259
Max Carey 129 427 T7 110 15 10 5 43 27 258
NewtHuter 65 209 35 53 10 6 2 24 9 254
Babe Adams 0 103 9 26 5 1 0 10 025
NexMcCarthy 50 150 18 36 5 1 2 31 4 240
Tommyleach 108 38 60 9 12 6 3 43 19 238
@102 12 24 2 00 2 125
71205 19 49 4 3 0 2 1228
104 321 40 T3 8 7 2 37 9227
HaryGardher 13 14 1 3 1 0 0 0 0 214
George Gibson 100 311 32 65 12 2 0 19 3 209
John Flynn 3 5 20103 020
HmerSteele 31 61 o100 1180
Howie Camnitz 40 84 2.0 005 0.8
Judge Nagle 8 000 0 043
[ 000 0 042
2 11 0 098

000 0 0

000 0 0

000 0 0

000 0 0

000 0 0

000 0 0
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WLl GG C& IP H BB K ERA
Elmer Ponder 91 32 1 211 12 6 1 160
Wibur Cooper 17 11 40 34 23 2072 276 54 99 236
Bob Steelo 5 112719 13 1792 158 53 82 276
Elmer Jacobs 61938 25 10 2274 214 76 58 281
Hal Carlson 711317 9 1614 140 49 68 290
Frank Miler 1010 38 28 14 2240 216 60 92 313
BillEvans 0482 1 262 24 14 5 338
Bufeigh Grimes 3 16 37 17 8 1940 185 70 72 353
Al Mamaux 2111613 5 852 92 50 2 52
Totals 51103157157 84 1417.2 1318 432 500 301

Shutouts: Cooper (7), Millr (5), Ponder, Steele Jacabs, Carlson,

Grimes.

Saves: Jacobs (2), Cooper, Steele, Carlson, Mi
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G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG
Dan Costello 21 66 7 19 10 0 5 227
FitzScheersn 11 31 4 9 0 1 1 2 1 .20
GeorgeGibson 102 274 19 78 9 5 0 30 4 285
Syd Smith 5 11 1 3 00 0 1 023
BobColeman 73 150 11 40 4 1 1 14 3 267
im Viox 143 506 52 134 18 5 1 57 O 265
MikeMowrey ~ 79 284 24 72 7 5 1 25 8 254
HonusWagner 150 552 60 139 15 O 1 50 23 .252
Al Mamaux 3 20 4 5 10 0 0 0 .25
Ed Konetchy 154 563 56 140 23 9 4 51 20 .249
Max Carey 156 503 76 144 25 17 1 31 38 243
Zip Callin. 49 182 14 44 2 0 0 15 3 242
Wally Gerber 17 54 5 13 11 0 5 024
MikeMichell 76 273 31 64 11 5 2 23 5 23
BobbySchang 11 35 0 8 1 1 0 1 0 .20
im Kelly 2 M 4 10 21 0 3 027
Herb Kelly 5 9 1 2 00 00 022
Joe Kelly 161 508 47 113 19 9 1 48 21 .222
Ham Hyatt 74 79 2 17 31 1 151265
WiburCooper 40 92 5 19 1 1 0 16 0 207
Ed Mensor 44 8 15 18 2 1 1 6 2202
Joe Leonard 53 126 17 25 2 2 0 4 4.198
MatyOTole 19 30 3 5 0 2 0 1 0 .167
Babe Adams 0 % 8 16 0 2 1 4 0.165
Paddy Sigiin 4 3 4 6 00 0 2 1.5
NexMcCathy 57 173 14 26 0 1 1 14 2 .150
Bob Hamon 4 86 6 12 0 0 1 6 0.140
Jake Kafora 20028 2 3 00 0 0 043
Ike McAuley 5 24 3 3 00 0 0 0.125
JoeConzelman 33 27 0 3 0 0 0 1 0.4
ClarenceBerger 6 13 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 .07
GeorgeMcQuilan 45 73 3 5 1 0 0 6 0 .068
EvKantiehner 21 15 3 1 0 0 0 1 0 .067
Pat Bohen 11 0 0 00 0 0 0.00
Fred Clarke 2 2 0 0 00 0 0 .00
Pete Falsey 3 1 0 0 00 0 0 .00
Pat Kilhullen 11 0 0 00 0 0 0.00
Bill Wagner 3 1 0 0 00 0 0 .00

150 o

Totals

145 503 1107 148

79

11
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WL GGCG IP H BB K ERA
AT Mamaux 5 2 136 4 630 41 20 30 171
EvKantlener 3 2 21 5 3 670 51 39 26 300
1316 40 35 19 2830 253 39 91 251
00100 10 1 0 1 000
1317 37 3 19 2450 226 55 61 253
02522 262 20 7 6 245
56339 4 1010 88 40 30 204
Wilbur Cooper 16 15 40 34 19 2662 246 79 102 2.13
George McQuilan 13 17 45 28 15 250.1 248 60 96 298
Marty 0'Toole 18199 1 91 92 47 3 468
Pat Bohen 00100 10 2 2 0180
Totals 60 85158156 86 1405.0 1272 302 488 270

Shutouts: Adams (3, Mamaus (2), Kartlehner (2), Harmon (2),

Conzelman

Saves: McQuillan (4), Harmon (3), Conzelman (2), Adams, 0'Toole
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G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG
Reb Russell 60 220 51 8 14 8§ 12 75 4 33
Carson Bighee 150 614 113 215 20 15 5 99 24 350
Cotton Tierney 122 441 58 152 26 14 7 86 7 305
ClydeBarnhart 75 200 30 69 7 5 1 38 3 330
Max Carey 155 620 140 207 28 12 10 70 51 320
Johnny Gooch 105 363 45 116 15 3 1 42 1 32
Walter Schmidt 40 152 21 50 11 1 0 22 2 32
Chief Yellowhorse 28 19 2 6 0 0 0 1 0 316
Jewel Ens. 47 12 18 & 7 3 0 17 3 2%
RabbitMaranille 155 672 115 198 26 15 0 63 24 205
Ray Rohwer 53 129 19 38 6 3 3 2 1 205
im Mattox 20 5 11 15 1 1 0 3 0 20
Charlie Gimm 154 503 64 173 28 13 0 76 6 202
Babe Adams 27 5 6 16 2 0 1 6 0 28
Pie Traynor 142 571 89 161 17 12 4 81 17 282
Myt Brown 7 141 1 3 0 0 0 3 027
Jack Hammond 9 11 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 273
Walter Mueller 32 122 21 33 5 1 2 18 1 270
WiburCooper 41 108 18 20 5 1 4 15 0 260
Hal Carlson 39 5 10 15 2 0 1 9 0 268
JohnnyMokan 31 89 O 23 3 1 0 8 0 258
WhiteyGlazner 34 65 5 16 4 1 1 12 0 206
BubberJomnard 10 21 4 5 0 1 0 2 0 23
Johnny Morison 45 101 7 20 1 0 0 9 0 .19
EalMamitn 33 58 2 9 2 0 0 0 0.5

3 13 3 2 0 0 0 0 0.5

3 41 0 1 0 0 0 0 {1 .00
Tomlovelace 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .00
TmMeNamara 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .00

11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00

5 1 0 0 00 0 0 0.00

290 110 52 777

521 865 1608

145 208
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W L GG CG IP H BB K ERA
Ed Doheny 6 21110 6 762 68 22 28 200
Jesse Tannehi 1810 32 30 25 2521 240 36 118 218
Deacon Phillippe 22 12 37 32 30 2060 274 38 103 22
Jack Chesbro 21 10 36 28 26 2872 261 52 120 238
Sam Leever 145 2120 18 1760 182 39 82 246
Ed Poole 5 41210 8 800 78 30 2 350
Snake Witse 1475 3 441 5 13 10 426
GeorgeMerritt 3 0 3 3 3 200 28 5 5 488
Rube Wadidell 0222 0 72 10 9 4 939
Totals 90 49 140140 119 1242 1198 244 505 258

Saves

e (2), Tannehill,

Shutouts: Chesbro (), Tannehill (4), Leever (2), Doheny, il
|, Chesbro

ipe, Poole
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G _AB_R_H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG
Torry Turner 2 7 0 3 0 0 0 1 042
HonusWagner 140 549 101 194 37 11 6 126 49 353
Ginger Beaumont 133 558 120 185 14 5 8 72 3 332
Fred Clarke 120 527 118 174 24 15 6 60 23 324
Lefty Davis 87 3% 87 105 8 11 2 33 22 313
Tommyleach 98 374 64 114 12 13 2 44 16 305
Claude Ritchey 140 540 66 160 20 4 1 74 15 .296
Kitty Bransfield 130 566 92 167 26 16 0 91 23 .295
GeorgeMerritt 4 11 2 3 0 1 0 0 0 273
GeorgeYeagr 26 91 9 24 2 1 0 10 1 264
Low Carr 9 8 2 7 1 1 0 4 0 .25

42 135 19 33 3 3 1 12 0 204

38 143 11 26 3 1 1 15 1 .20
ChiefZmmer 69 236 17 52 7 3 0 21 6 220
Jack Chesbro 36 116 9 25 5 1 1 8 0 216

65 240 18 50 6 3 0 28 5 .208

2% 78 6 16 4 0 1 4 1.205

14 51 4 10 0 0 0 4 0 .19
Jack OComnor 61 202 16 30 7 3 0 22 2 193
Sam Leever 20 T 9 13 1 0 0 4 1 .83
Snake Witse 7 19 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 .15
Jud Smith 6 20 1 3 1 0 0 0 0.143
Ed Doheny 26 5 3 1 0 0 1 1.115
Truck Eagan 4 12 0 1 0 0 0 2 1 083
iggsDonahue 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .00
Elmer Smith 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .00
RubeWaddel 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000

oy

Totals

140

6 776 1407 182

9
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WL GG CE IP H BB K ERA
Babe Adams 21203 A 237 28 &2 133 23
Marty 0'Toole: 3255 3 380 28 234237
Elmer Steele 9 93116 7 1660 153 31 52 260
Lefty Lefield 1616 42 7 26 3180 301 82 111 263
ClaudeHendrix 4 6 2212 6 1182 8 53 5 273
HankRobinson 0 1 5 0 0 130 13 5 8 277
Jack Ferry 6428 4 852 8 77 R 315
Howie Camnitz 20 15 40 33 18 2672 245 84 139 316
Judge Nagle 42831 271 B 6 1136
HamyGardner 1 113 3 2 420 39 20 24 450
Deacon Phi 00300 60 5 2 375
EnsignCottel 0 0 1 0 0 10 4 1 0 900
Kirby White 01210 30 3 1 180
Sherry Simith 0010 0 02 4 1 0540
Totals 8569 155155 91 1380 1249 375 605 284
Shutouts: Adams (6),Steele (), Leifield (2), Hendrix, Ferry, Camnitz

Saves: Ferry (3), Steele (2),Gardner (2),Leifiel, Hendrix, Camnitz,

Nagle
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G AB R _H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG
ly Kelsey 2 5 1 2 00 0 0 0.40
HonusWagner 142 515 08 180 38 14 6 82 61 350
Tommyleach 149 547 102 166 19 12 4 43 43 303
Fred Clarke 148 501 97 145 18 13 2 59 37 289
Babe Adams 4 7 1 2 00 0 0 0286
DamyMoeller 11 42 4 12 1 1 0 3 2 28
Tommy Sheehan 75 226 23 62 2 3 0 25 10 274
Harry Smith 8 3 4 10 1 0 0 1 0 263
EdAbbaticchio 147 495 63 130 14 7 2 82 35 262
112 357 20 92 6 6 1 39 6 258
105 381 20 98 10 8 0 47 11 257
2 4 0 1 00 0 1 0250
7 12 1 3 0 0 0 0 0250
6 20 0 5 1 0 0 1 0250
3 4 0 1 00 0 1 0250
2 66 8 15 2 0 0 4 4 227
o4 02 39 & 6 2 0 15 21 222
113 382 28 84 8 7 3 35 2 20
43113 11 20 1 0 0 12 1 212
127 413 73 85 3 1 1 12 27 206
2 95 9 19 1 1 0 10 1 200
3 6 5 12 0 0 0 3 0 .18
9 13 0 2 0 0 0 0 0.5
373 3 11 0 0 0 2 015
40 102 5 15 2 3 0 4 0.447
39 103 3 14 0 0 0 4 2 1%
3 8 0 1 00 0 0 0.2%
Howie Camnitz 31 60 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 .00
Harl Maggert 3 6 1 0 00 0 0 1.00
Harry Wolter 11 0 0 00 0 0 0.00
23 78

Totals

157 4057 634 1961 1

19
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G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG

1

33 0
Paddy O'Comor 9 16 1
Ham Hyatt @ 6 9
Fred Clarke 152 550 97

1 33
5
2
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Dots Miller 151 560 71 156
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0
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1 299
31 287
14 279
17 272
9 265
27 261
70 16 260

ChiefWilson 154 569 64
George Gibson 150 510 42

Tommyleach 151 587 126 153
il Abstein 17 512 51 133
BobbyByme 46 168 31 43
Alan Storke 7 118 12
EdAbbaticchio 36 87 13
NickMaddox 31 67 6
JapBabeau 91 350 60
LefyLeifild 32 73
Sam Leever 19 2%
imon 2 18
Sam Frock [

BREIBuwe

HaryCamnitz 1 2
Gene Moore i1
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G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG
Babe Adams 3 9 0 3 0 10 0 03%
BillySouthworth 64 246 37 84 5 7 2 43 19 341
George Cutshaw 126 463 56 132 16 10 5 68 25 285
Max Carey 126 468 70 128 14 6 3 48 58 274
Bill McKechnie 126 435 34 111 13 9 2 43 12 25
EskineMayer 15 42 6 7 1 3 0 3 0 467
FizMolwitz 119 432 43 116 12 7 0 45 23 260
Lee King % 112 9 26 3 2 1 11 3 .23
CaseyStengel 39 122 18 30 4 1 1 12 11 246
CarsonBighee 92 310 47 79 11 3 1 19 19 25
BilWinchman 50 111 10 26 5 2 0 13 1 23
Tonmyleach 30 72 14 14 2 3 0 5 2 Ao
WiburCooper 38 95 8 23 2 2 0 5 2 202
HowdyCaton 80 303 37 T 5 7 0 17 12 .23
Earl Hamilton 6 20 2 6 0 0 0 2 0.2
EmerJacs 8 7 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 .266
Walter Schmidt 105 323 31 77 6 3 0 27 7 238

0 6 1 2 0 1 0 0 1.1%

20 58 4 9 1 2 0 3 0.5

27 91 7 18 3 0 0 3 1 .18

8 5 7 8 020 5 0.5

20 3% 5 7 10 0 2 0 .19

524 1 4 1 00 3 0.1

35 0 1 00 0 0 0.20

7 10 0 2 0 0 0 0 0.20
RaphComstock 15 26 2 5 0 0 0 2 0 192
Roy Ellam % 77 9 10 1 1 0 2 2.3
Carmen Hill 6 12 1 2 0 0 0 1 0.1
FredBlackwell 8 13 1 2 0 0 0 4 0 .15
Bob Harmon 27 1 4 0 0 0 1 0.148
Frank Miller 23 57 4 6 1 0 0 3 0.1405

7 14 0 1 0 0 0 1 007
Jake Pilor 2 1 1 0 00 0 0 200
Totals 126 4001 468 1016 107 72 15 301 200 248
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G AB R _H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG
Gene Curtis 5 10 2 8 1 0 0 3 0.4
Brickyard Kennedy 23 58 7 21 4 3 0 10 0 382
HonusWagner 120 512 07 182 30 19 5 101 46 355
Fred Clarke 104 427 88 150 32 15 5 70 21 351
Ginger Beaumont 141 613 137 200 30 6 7 68 23 341
Fred Carisch 5 18 4 6 4 0 1 5 0 33
Emie Diehl 13 0 1 00 0 0 033
Reddy Grey i3 1 1 00 0 1 033
Tommyleach 127 507 97 151 16 17 7 87 22 208
Claude Ritchey ~ 133 506 66 145 28 10 0 59 15 267
Ed Phelps 8 273 2 7T 7 3 2 31 2 282
Jimmy Sebring 124 506 71 140 16 13 4 64 20 277
Kitty Bransfield 127 505 69 134 23 7 2 57 13 265
Joe Marshall 2 2 6 1 20 2 0261
GusThompson 5 16 0 4 0 0 0 3 0 250
Otto Krueger 8 256 42 63 6 8 1 28 5 216
Art Weaver 6 48 8 11 0 1 0 3 0229
Deacon Phi 7 124 2 2% 4 2 0 16 0 210
Ed Doheny 27 91 11 19 1 0 0 6 1 .200
Bucky Veil 220 2 6 1 00 1 0207
CyFalkenberg 10 21 3 4 0 0 0 0 0 190
Harry Smith 6 212 15 37 3 2 0 19 2 1475
Sam Leever 3% 115 11 19 0 1 0 12 0 .165
GeorgeMerrtt 9 27 4 4 0 1 0 3 1 148
KaiserWihelm 13 3 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 088
Hans Lobert 5 13 1 1 100 0 107
Lave Winham 5 14 0 1 00 0 1 007
LouGertenich 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0000
Solly Hofman 3 2 1 0 000 0 0.00
Low Moren 12 0 0 00 0 0 0.00
Jack Pfester 36 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00
Doc Scanlan 12 0 0 00 0 0 0.00

1420 208 111 £0 170 986

4088 ¢
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WL GGCG IP H BB K ERA
CharfeWacker 0 0 1 0 0 20 2 1 0 000
Babe Adams 1232512 7 1300 88 2 6 141
ChickBrandom 1 0 13 2 0 402 33 10 21 141
Howie Camnitz 25 6 41 30 20 2830 207 68 133 162
ick Maddox 13 8 3127 17 2031 173 39 56 221
Vic Wi 221130 35 24 2892 243 83 05 224
Deacon Phillippe 8 3 22 12 7 1312 121 14 38 232
Lefty Leifield 198 3227 13 2012 172 54 43 237
Sam Frock 2184 3 31 44 4 11248
Sam Loever 81194 2 700 74 14 23 283
Bill Powell 0131 0 74 7 6 2 368
HamyCamiiz 0 0 1 0 0 40 6 1 1 450
Gene Moore. 0010 0 20 4 3 21800
Totals 110 42 154154 93 14012 1174 320 490 207

Shutouts: Camnitz (), Maddox (4), Wi

Phillppe

s (4), Adams (3), Leifeld (3,

Saves: Camnitz (3), Adams (2), Brandom (2), Leever (2), Willis, Frock
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G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG
Fred Clarke, T 2 0 1 00 0 0 050
Herb Kelly 5 2 1 1 01 0 0 050
Bil Hinchman 156 577 72 177 33 14 5 77 17 307
Zip Collins 101 %4 51 104 8 5 1 23 6 204
ErvKantiehner 20 52 2 15 0 0 0 5 0 288
Paddy Siglin 6 7 1 2 00 0 0 1286
HonusWagner 156 566 68 155 32 17 6 78 22 274
Ed Bamey 2 % 16 27 12 0 5 723
DocJohnston 147 543 71 144 19 12 5 64 26 265
Jim Viox 150 503 56 120 17 8 2 45 12 256
Max Carey 140 564 76 143 26 5 3 27 3 254
GeorgeGibson 120 351 28 83 15 6 1 30 5 251
Doug Baird 145 512 49 112 26 12 1 53 20 219
Dan Costello o125 16 27 4 1 0 11 7 216
NexMcCarthy 21 49 3 10 0 1 0 3 1 204
Pat Duncan 3 5 0 1 00 0 0 020
Wally Gerber 56 144 8 28 2 0 0 7 6.194
Bobby Schang 56 125 13 23 6 3 0 4 2 .184
LaryleJone 18 65 4 11 0 1 0 2 4 .169
A Mamaux 38 ®» 3 15 10 0 7 0.163
Carmen Hil 8 13 1 2 01 0 1 0.1
Bob Harmon 42 95 7 14 42 0 6 1.447
Babe Adams 0 85 4 12 10 0 7 0 .14
e McAuley 5 15 0 2 10 0 0 0.13
Wilbur Cooper 38 60 1 7 1 0 0 3 0 .17
Leo Murphy 31 # 4 4 00 0 4 0098
Joe Conzelman 18 11 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 .00f
GeorgeMcQuilan 30 44 1 4 0 0 0 2 0 .00f
HaryDawbet 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .00
FiitzScheeren 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000
Phil Slattery 3 1 0 0 00 0 0 0.0
Syd Smith 11 0 0 00 0 0 0.000
Dazzy Vance 11 0 0 00 0 0 0.000
Bil Wagner 5 5 0 0 00 0 0 0.0
Totals 158 5113 EE7 1950 107 01 24 464 182 246





OEBPS/Images/44-2.jpg
WL GGCG IP H BB K ERA
Earl Hamilton 6066 6 50 47 1320 08
Babe Adams 1133 2 22 15 4 6 119
Carmen Hil 2364 3 432 20 17 15 124
Wilbur Cooper 10 14 38 20 26 2731 219 65 117 211
ErskineMayer 9 3 15 14 11 121 122 27 25 226
Frank Miller 118 2323 14 1704 152 37 47 238
Roy Sanders 792814 6 1560 135 52 55 260
Bob Harmon 27169 5 81 76 12 7 262
RalphComstock 5 6 15 8 6 810 78 14 44 300
Bob Steele. 23104 2 490 44 17 21 331
Hal Carlson 01320 120 12 5 5 375
Cy Slapnicka 1476 4 491 50 2 3 474
Elmer Jacobs. 0184 0 2B1 31 14 2 59
Totals 65 60 126126 85 1140.1 1005 209 367 2.8

Shutouts: Cooper (2), Mille (2), Hamitton, Mayer, Sanders, Steele
Saves: Cooper (3), Sanders, Comstock, Steele, Slapnicka.
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W L GGSCG IP H BB K ERA
00100 20 2 1 000
5166 6 540 32 13 38 083
14 9 3124 17 2162 182 46 65 166
13 8 31 19 15 1800 135 50 85 245
2274 2 30 3 2 9 22
20 16 40 33 24 2860 270 100 112 233
211130 37 27 2022 234 69 107 234
1411 35 26 17 2140 214 36 61 261

Bill)uggleby 2293 1 401 3 12 4 268

BillOtey 0132 1 161 2B 4 5 441

Harry Walter 0010 0 20 3 2 0 450

Babe Adams 0243 1 20 4 3 11695

Connie Walsh 00100 10 1 1 0 900

Totals 91 63 157157 111 13630 1207 368 497 230

Shutouts: Leified (6), Wil (), Leevr (5), Camnitz (4), Maddox,
Piligps,Duggy
e (2), Camnitz, Leifield, Will
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WL GGCE IP H BB K ERA

Rip Wheeler 00100 10 1 2 000
immy Zinn 0050 0 92 11 2 3 18
Wibur Cooper 23 14 41 37 27 2042 330 61 120 318
Johnny Morison 17 11 45 33 20 2861 315 87 104 3.43
Babe Adams 8 112719 12 1714 191 15 39 357
Earl Hamilton 117 3314 9 1600 183 40 34 399
Whitey Glazner 11 12 34 26 10 1930 238 52 77 438
ChiefYelowhorse 3 1 28 5 2 772 9 20 24 452
1239 18 6 1451 193 58 64 570

175 2 342 42 13 9 597

090 0 132 17 8 7 7%

60 157157 88 1387.1 1613 358 490 398

Shutouts: Morrison (5), Gooper (4) Adams (4), Hamiton, Glazner

Saves

‘Hamilton (2), Carison (2), Zinn, Morrison, Glazner
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WL GGCE IP H BB K ERA
LoeMeadows 16 10 31 25 17 2270 250 44 66 301
WhiteyGlazner 2 1 7 4 1 300 20 11 8 330
Johnny Morison 25 13 42 37 27 3012 287 110 114 3.49
Wibur Cooper 17 10 30 38 26 2042 331 71 77 357
Earl Hamilton 792815 5 1410 148 42 42 377
Babe Adams 137 2622 11 1562 196 25 38 4.42
Hal Carlson 0040 0 131 19 2 4 473
Ray Steineder 2 0152 1 550 58 18 23 475
Jim Bagby 32206 2 632 9 2 16 524
Earl Kunz 12202 1 452 48 24 12 552
GeorgeBoehler 1 3 10 3 1 281 33 2 12 604
Amie Stone 0190 0 121 19 4 2 803
Totals 87 67 154154 92 1376.1 1513 402 414 387

Shutouts: Morrison (2), Meadows, Glazner, Cooper

Saves: Bagby (3), Morrison (2), Glazner, Hami

. Adams, Kunz
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G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG
Fred Wicholson 99 247 33 0 16 7 4 30 U 380

ClydeBarnhat 12 46 5 15 5 1 32
HomerSumma 10 22 1 7 11318
Max Carey 130 485 74 140 35 52 260

lly Southworth 146 546 64 155
Carson Bigbee 137 550 78 154
Walter Schmidt 94 310 22 86
Walter Brbare 57 186 9 51
Hal Carlson 9 8 3 B
PossumWhitted 134 494 53 129
George Cutshaw 131 488 56 123
Sherif Blake 6 4 0 1
CottnTierney 12 46 4 11
ClffLee 7 76 9 18
HowdyCatn 98 352 20 83
Charlie Grimm 148 533 38 121
Wibur Cooper 44 113 11 25
il McKechnie 40 133
Pie Traynor 17 5
8 15
54175
16

37

2 3
Wally Hood 2 1
Johnny Morrison 2 3
Mule Watson 5 3
John Wisner 77

Totals 155 £910 530 1342 162
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G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG
Roy Spencer W @ 5 17 3 0 0 4 0 3%
Earl Smith 105 202 20 101 17 2 2 46 1 346
GeorgeBrickell 24 55 11 19 3 1 0 4 0 305
Paul Waner 144 536 101 180 35 22 8 79 11 3%
Chet Nichals. 33 0 1 00 0 0 0239

Cuyler 157 614 113 197 31 15 8 92 35 321
George Grantham 141 449 66 143 27 13 8 70 6 318
Pie Traynor 15 574 83 182 25 17 3 92 8 317
GlnnWright 119 458 73 141 15 15 8 77 6 308
StuffyMcinis 47 127 12 38 6 1 0 13 1 200
Johnny Gooch 86 218 19 50 15 1 1 42 1 271
AdamComorosky 8 15 2 4 1 1 0 0 {1 267
Joe Bush 28 4 5 13 4 0 1 7 0 .25
Joe Cronin 3 8 9 2 2 2 0 11 0 265
Ray Kremer 37 83 14 20 4 1 1 14 0 253
Hal Rhyne. 109 36 46 92 14 3 2 30 1 250
Lou Koupal 6 4 1 1 00 0 0 0.250
Walter Mueller 19 62 8 15 0 1 0 3 0 202
Johnny Rawlings 61 181 27 42 6 0 0 20 3 2%
Emil Yde 4874 1175 2 0 4 0.2
LeeMeadows 36 88 11 20 0 0 0 9 0 227
Eddie Moore. 43132 19 30 8 1 0 19 3 .27
Vic Aldridge 0 7 8 16 1 1 0 7 1.25
Babe Adams 9 9 1 2 00 0 0 0.2
Max Carey 8 24 46 72 14 5 0 28 10 222
Red Oldham 790 0 2 1 0 0 1 0.2
CarsonBighee 42 68 15 15 3 1 2 4 2 221
ClydeBarnhart 76 203 26 39 3 0 0 10 1 .192
Carmen Hill 6 17 0 3 0 0 0 3 0.7
EddieMuphy 16 17 3 2 0 0 0 6 0 .118
Tom Sheehan 9 9 1 1 00 0 1 0.1
Don Songer 3 38 3 4 0 1 0 2 0105
Johnny Morson 26 39 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 .07
RoyMahafey 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .00

06 44 707 91

Totals

760 1!

14 243 1t

207





OEBPS/Images/20-2.jpg
WLl GGCG P H BB K ERA
75 7 % 3 30 2841 25 60 90 206
00100 40 4 1 2 22
3154 3 %0 B 20 2225
25 9 3533 31 2801 260 20 123 2.03
168 2725 22 222 209 89 75 3.9
53129 7 80 8 25 20 324
Brickyard Kennedy 9 6 18 15 10 1251 13) 57 30 345
GusThompson 2 2 5 4 3 430 52 16 22 356
Bucky Veil 53126 4 702 70 36 20 382
Cy Falkenberg 1510 6 3 560 65 32 24 3.8
Doc Scanlan 01111 90 5 6 0 400
Jack Plester 0333 2 190 2 10 15 6.16
Lew Moren 0111 1 60 9 2 2 900
Totals 91 49 141141 117 12511 1215 384 454 291

Shutouts: Lesver (7), Pi

ippe (4), Doheny (2), Winham, Wilhelm,





OEBPS/Images/38-2.jpg
WL GGCG IP H BB K ERA
Phil Shttery 00300 8 5 1 100
Carmen Hill 2183 2 40 42 1324115
Al Mamaux 218 3831 17 2512 182 9 152 204
ErvKantlehner 5 1229 18 10 1630 135 58 64 226
Bob Harmon 1617 37 32 25 2602 242 62 86 250
GeorgeMcQuilan 8 1030 20 9 1490 160 39 56 284
Babe Adams 1414 40 30 17 250 220 34 62 287
Wilbur Cooper 5 1638 19 11 1852 180 52 71 330
JooConzelman 1 1 18 1 0 471 41 20 22 342
Herb Kelly 1151 0 110 10 4 6 400
Dazzy Vance 0111 0 22 3 5 0101
Totals 73 81156156 01 1380.0 1229 384 544 2.60

Shutouts: Mamaus 8), armon (5),

) Adams (2), i, Kantiehner, Cooper

Saves: Cooper (4), Kantlehner (3), Adams (2), Harmon, McQuillan
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W L GG CG IP H BB K ERA
00400 42 5 1 300
20 63726 18 2311 221 51 74 261
661911 9 1102 o7 35 38 301
78314 5 161 118 52 27 313
0262 1 192 2 8 7 320
68213 6 121 119 44 39 338
3366 4 02 42 9 8 340
8 7 3722 12 1874 181 81 34 365
20 9 3631 15 2262 254 52 54 397
1013 30 26 12 1900 204 73 61 407
2 2172 0 412 5 13 16 552
23190 0 32 5 8 7 614
0294 1 310 3% 12 16 658
Bud Culloton 0040 0 32 3 6 1 73
Chet Nichols 00300 72 13 5 2 822
Totals 84 60 157157 83 1379.1 1422 455 387 367

Shutouts: Kremer (3), Bush (2), Morrison (2), Songer;

Meadows, Adridge

il Yde,

Saves: Kremer (5), Bush (3), Adams (3), Songer (2, Mortison (2)

Oldham (2), Aldridge





OEBPS/Images/side.jpg
GIDELIGETY





OEBPS/Images/69-1.jpg
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG
TeBush 7 5 0 3 0 0 0 2 050

RoyMahafey 2 5 0 2 0 100 40

Paul Waner 155 623 113 237 40 17 9 131 5 310

LoydWaner 150 620 133 223 17 6 2 27 14 3%

Pie Traynor 19 573 93 196 32 9 5 106 11 342

Joe Haris 129 411 57 13 21 9 5 73 0 3%

Clyde Barnhart 108 360 66 115 25 5 3 54 2 319
7

Cuyler 85 285 60 88

George Grantham 151 531 06 162

0 0
40 17 9
17 6 2
29 5
279 5 0
2% 5 3 2
13 7 3 31 202
318 9
GeorgeBrickell 32 21 6 6 1 0 1 4 0 286
Heine Groh 14 3 2 10 1 0 0 3 0 .28
Roy Spencer 3 92 9 2% 3 1 0 13 0 283
GlennWright 143 570 78 160 26 4 O 105 4 281
Hal Rhyne. 62 168 21 46 5 0 0 17 0 274
Earl Smith 66 189 16 51 3 1 5 25 0 20
Johnny Gooch 101 201 22 75 17 2 2 43 0 258
Adam Comorosky 18 61 5 14 1 0 0 4 0 23
Joe Cronin 2 2 2 5 1 00 3 0227
Vic Aldridge 35 9% 5 205 0 0 9 0 219
Carmen 4 104 10 2 3 3 0 10 0 212
Joe Dawson 20 25 1 5 00 0 1 0 .20
Johnny Miljus 19 28 2 5 1 0 0 2 0 .47
35 8 3 14 1 0 2 10 0 169
22 18 8 3 0 1 0 1 01467
22 19 2 3 10 0 3 0 158
40 115 3 18 0 1 0 6 0 .15
Johnny Morison 21 13 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 .154
Ed Sicki 6 7 1 1 1.0 0 3 0.4
Chet Nichols. 8 9 0 1 10 0 1 0.1
ick Bartell 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00
Hermanlage 11 6 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 .00
Don Songer 2 1 0 0 00 0 0 0.00
Totals 156 £307 @17 1648 258 78 54 750 65 305
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°
z
B

Ovaichokon & 1T
HonusWagner 145 558 91 181

Max Carey 150 587 114 177
Stump Edington 15 53 4 16
Mike Simon 2 113 10 U
ChiefWilson 152 583 80 175

BobbyByme 130 528 99 152

Ed Mensor 39 9 19 2
Hank Robinson 33 59
Stan Gray 6 2
Bill Mckechnie 24 73
George Gibson 95 300
Howie Camnitz 41 98
BabeAdams 28 53
MartyOTocle 37 99
im Viox B 7
Wibur Cooper 6 13
Lefty Lefield 6 7
King Cole 2 15
Ed Warner o5
Jack Ferry o3
Rivington Bistand 1
Oran Dodd 5
Wally Rehg 8 9
Totals 2 EoED TE1 1403 222 120 30 657 177 284
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OEBPS/Images/23-1.jpg
G AB R _H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG
HonusWagner 147 548 114 199 32 14 6 101 57 363
Lefty Leifield 8 20 2 7 11 0 5 0350
Ginger Beaumont 103 384 60 126 12 8 3 40 21 328
Bob Ganley 2 127 12 40 1 2 0 7 3 35
Otto Knabe 310 0 3 1 0 0 2 0 30
Fred Clarke 141 525 95 157 18 15 2 51 24 209
Otis Clymer 9 365 74 108 11 5 0 23 23 206
Del Howard 123 435 56 127 18 5 2 63 19 202
Steamer Flanagan 7 25 7 7 1 1 0 3 3 280
Dave Brain 85 307 31 79 17 6 3 46 8 257
Tommyleach 131 499 71 128 10 14 2 53 17 257
ClaudeRitchey 153 533 54 136 20 6 0 52 12 25
Homer Hillbrand 30 110 O 26 3 2 0 7 1 2%
il Clancy 5 227 23 52 1 3 2 M 3 22
Heinie Peitz 88 278 18 62 10 0 0 27 2 223
GeorgeMcBride 27 87 O 19 4 0 0 7 2 218
Jim Wallace 7 20 3 6 1 0 0 3 220
Fred Carisch 2107 7 2 0 3 0 8 1 206
PatsyFlaherty ~ 30 76 7 15 4 2 0 4 0 197
GeorgeGibson 46 135 14 24 2 2 2 14 2 478

33 8 12 11 1 1 0 2 0 1%
Chick Robitale 17 45 1 00 0 1 1.3
Charlie Case 3 68 3 10 0 1 0.103

3 8 4 2.1 0 5 0 402

8 97 6 00 0 4 0 0%

3 3 0 0.0 0 0 0 000

0 000 00
0 00 0 1 1
00 91 22
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WLl GG C& IP H BB K ERA
HamyGardner 0 0 1 0 0 01 3 1 0 000
WiburCoper 3 0 6 4 3 380 32 15 30 166
Hank Robinson 12 7 33 16 11 1750 146 30 70 226
Claude Hendrix 24 O 39 32 25 2882 256 105 176 259
MartyOTocle 15 17 37 36 17 2754 237 150 150 271
Howie Camnitz 22 12 41 32 22 2762 256 82 121 243
Babe Adams 118 2821 11 1704 169 35 63 291
Jack Ferry 2 0113 1 390 33 2 10 300
Ed Warner 11113 1 450 40 18 13 360
Lefty Leifield 1261 1 282 2 10 8 418
King Cale 2 2124 2 490 6 18 11 643
Sherry Smith 00300 4 6 1 3 675
Totals 93 53 152152 04 1385.0 1268 497 664 2.5

Shutouts: 0'Toole (5), Hendrix (4), Cooper (2), Gamitz (2), Adams (2)
Ferry, Wamer, Lefield

Saves: Robinson (2), Camnitz (2), Hendr

Ferry, Smith
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WL GGCG IP H BB K ERA
Del Foward 007100 60 4 1 000
Frank Moore 00100 30 2 0 1 000
Deacon Philippe 20 13 38 33 25 2790 235 48 133 219
Charlie Case 1111 31 24 18 2170 202 66 57 257
Ed Kinsella 0132 2 170 19 3 11 265
Sam Leever 205332 20 2202 199 54 81 270
Homer Hilebrand 5 2 10 6 4 602 43 19 37 282
5287 6 560 52 14 10 289
S5 471200 i s 8 52 0
1010 27 20 15 1872 197 49 44 350
178 33 2 13 2061 191 m 106 3.79
96 57 155155 113 13822 1270 389 512 286

Shutouts: Phillippe (5),Gase (3),Leever (3) Leifield
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Charle Grimm
Max Carey
Casey Stengel
Wilbur Cooper
lly Southworth
Carson Bigbee
Walter Barbare
Fred Nichalson
Walter Schmidt
Tony Boeckel
George Cutshaw
Zeb Terry

Vic Sajer

Fred Blackwell
Erskine Mayer
CiffLee.

Bill Ztzmann
Babe Adams
Howdy Caton
Fitz Mollwitz
Hal Carlson
Ear Hamilton
Elmer Ponder
Hooks Wamer
Frank Miller
Jeff Sweeney
BillEvans
John Wisner
Totals

14
66
89
36
121
125
8

a“
244
321
101
453
78
203
6
27
152
512
a2
166
65
2
112
2
2
102
168
8
52
15
8
6
2
11
7
538

]
#
]
9

5
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34
8
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18
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4
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H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG
PossumWitted 35 131 15 51 7 7 0 21 7 3%
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020 9
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o
2
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8
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6
2
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1
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OEBPS/Images/47-2.jpg
WL GGCG IP H BB K ERA
JohmyMorrison 1 0 2 1 1 70 4 1 3 000
Babe Adams 17 13 35 33 19 2630 240 18 84 216
Wilbur Cooper 24 15 44 37 28 327.0 307 52 114 2.9
Elmer Ponder 111533 23 13 1960 182 40 62 262
WhiteyGlazner 0 0 2 0 0 82 9 2 1 312
Earl Hamilton 1013 30 23 12 2301 223 69 74 324
Hal Carlson 1413 30 31 16 262 262 63 62 336
John Wisner 13172 1 42 4 10 13 343
1163 2 310 32 5 18 3.8
0212 0 %1 4 7 5 42
0060 0 131 20 6 7 810
0050 0 1 15 7 1 874
79 75155155 92 1415.1 1389 280 444 2.89

Shtous Adas () Coopr (), Cartson (3, Pndr (2, Morison

ilton (3), Carlson (3), Adams (2), Cooper (2)
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WL GGCE IP H BB K ERA
John Wisner 04 1 1 82 12 7 4 0%
Babe Adams 1710 34 20 23 2631 213 23 92 198
Hal Carlson 8 10214 7 1410 114 30 49 223
Wibur Cooper 19 13 35 32 27 2862 229 74 106 267
Frank Miller 1312 32 26 16 2012 170 34 50 303
Earl Hamilton 8 112819 9 1601 167 49 39 331
Elmer Ponder 0595 0 471 5 6 6 39
ErskineMayer 5 3 1810 6 881 100 12 20 4.8
BillEvans 0473 2 32 4 18 15 565
Carmen 0040 0 50 12 1 1 900
Totals 71 63139130 01 12490 1113 263 301 2.8

Shutouts: Adams (8, Cooper (4), Millr (3), Carison, Hamilton
B Ackwna S fhamilion Maeir





OEBPS/Images/40-1.jpg
G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI
TosseRltorburg 8 14 5 1 1 0 0
Bill inchman 152 555 64 175 18 16 4 76
FrankSmykal 6 10 1 3 0 0 0 2
HonusWagner 123 432 45 124 15 9 1 30 11
Babe Adams 1 2 1 0010 2 0.
Jack Farmer 55 166 10 6 4 0 14 1.
Max Carey 154 599 90 2B 1 7 42 63
Joe Schultz 7 204 18 8 02 6
At Wilson 53 128 11 5 112 4 .
William Fischer 42 113 11 7 16 1.
Wildfire Schute 55 177 12 5 0 145
CarsonBighee 43 164 17 3 003 8
tke McAuley 4 8 1 0 001 0
34 0 0 000 0
3 1R 12 7 147 2 .
60 150 11 1 008 3
168 12 1 2 14 6
1038 2 ] 002 0
128 430 4 7 1 28 20
M 79 4 2 0 [
10 0 39 17 .
1 5 5 3 0
3 84 4 2 0
50 145 11 3 0
45 137 16 4 0
8 89 4 3 0
Al Mamaux 45 110 13 3 0
1 2
i 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
4 0
0 0
1 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
[ [
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0

H
8
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4
39
3
4
3
9
9
6
Walter Schmidt 64 184 16 15
immySmith 36 9 4 5
Bureigh Grimes 6 17 1 0
EvKantlohner 34 46 2 1
BillEvans 320 1 0
Frank Miler 0 5 1 3
Lee King 8 18 0 1
Bob Harmon % 55 4 1
EimerJacobs 34 40 3 1
PeteCompton 5 16 1 0
PaulCarpenter 5 2 0 0
Wilbur Fisher 110 0
BillyGleason 12 0 0
NewtHalidy 1 1 0 0
GeneMadden 1 1 0 0
Jake Scott 32 0 0
Totals 157 5181 484 1246 147 01 20 406
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H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG

g
Cobe Jones 2
Lee Meadows 4
Joe Haris 16
Homer Blankenship 5
Paul Waner 152
Pie Traynor 144

UoydWaner 152
George Grantham 124
George Brickell 81

Burleigh Grimes 48
Pete Scott 0
Glenn Wright 108
Johnny Miljus 21

Dick Bartell 72
Clyde Barnhart 61

Adam Comorosky 51

Charlie Hargreaves 79
Joe Dawson 31

Sparky Adams 135
Rolle Hemsley 50
Erv Brame

John 0'Connell 1

Glenn Spencer 4
Hmer Tutwiler 2

Totals 150

407 63 126

283 277 T
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W L GGCE IP H BB K ERA
GlenSpencer 0 0 4 0 0 52 4 3 2 150
Burleigh Grimes 25 14 48 37 28 3302 311 77 97 299
7737 1 1282 116 5 3% 32
1610 36 31 16 2370 229 81 73 353
Fred Fussell 8 9 2820 9 1502 183 41 43 361
Ray Kremer 1513 34 31 17 2190 253 68 61 454
WaltTauscher 0 0 17 0 0 201 28 12 7 481
EmerTutwilr 0 0 2 0 0 32 4 0 1 4ai
Erv Brame 742411 6 %2 110 4 2 508
10410 22 188 252
572010 3 892 % 3B 2% 530
HomorSlsbenstip 0 2 § 2 1 212 21 0 6 5ap
Les Bartholomew 0 0 6 0 0 222 31 9 6§ 7.5
leeMeadows 1 1 4 2 1 100 18 5 3 810
Totals 85 67 152152 82 13540 1422 446 385 395
Shutouts: Grimes (4), Fussell(2), Hil, Kre

, Kremer
Saves: Grimes (3), Dawson (3), Hill (2), Fussell, Tauscher, Milius
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WLl GGCG P H BB K ERA
Red Peery 007100 10 0 1 00
Johnny Miljus 83196 3 752 62 17 24 190
Ray Kremer 10 8 3528 18 2260 205 53 63 247
Camen 2211 4331 2 2772 260 80 95 324
MikeCvengros 2 1 23 4 0 532 55 24 21 335
LeeMeadows 10 10 40 33 25 209.1 315 66 84 3.40
JohnnyMorrison 3 2 21 2 1 532 63 21 21 419
Vic Aldridge 1510 35 34 17 2391 248 74 86 425
Joe Dawson 37207 4 802 8 32 17 446
Chet Nichols 0380 0 2722 3 17 9 58
Roy Mahaffey 10210 of 9 9 477
Emil Ydo 1392 0 2202 4 15 9 97
Don Songer 0020 0 42 10 4 1 115
Joe Bush 1253 0 62 14 5 1 1350
Totals 94 60 156156 90 13850 1400 418 435 3.66

Shutouts: Kremer (3, Mius (2), Hill2), Meadows (2, Aldidge
. Kremer (2). Cvengros, Aldridge

Saves:

(3), Morrison (3),
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G AB_ R _H 2B 38 HR RBI SB AVG
Charfie Case 2 2 2 1 0 00 0 0050
ishMclveen 5 5 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 .40
ChappieMcFarand 6 13 0 5 0 0 0 1 0 38
HonusWagner 142 516 103 175 38 9 2 71 53 339
Fred Clarke 118 417 69 120 14 13 1 39 18 309
Tommyleach 133 476 66 136 10 7 1 39 21 286
Bill Hallman 23 89 12 24 3 1 1 6 3.200
Claude Ritchey 152 484 46 130 21 5 1 62 6 260
Ginger Beaumont 80 310 48 82 O 3 2 32 1 265
Bob Ganley. 137 511 63 132 7 6 0 31 19 258
Dutch Meier 82 23 2 70 11 4 0 16 4 256
Jim Nealon 154 556 82 142 21 12 3 83 15 255
Alan Storke 5 2 1 3 1 0 0 1 1 250
45 7 110 1 0 1 1 244
82 5 2 2 0 0 6 0 244
35 28 76 6 3 1 34 13241
125 13 30 8 0 0 20 1 .240
20 1 5 1 0 0 3 0238
1809 28 3 1 0 12 1.2%
9% 9 2 1 1 0 5 021
9 2 8 0 0 0 0 0208
20 2 4 0 0 0 3 220
250 8 46 6 1 0 20 1.478
145 5 20 1 0 0 7 0.174
8 6 11 0 0 0 3 1.1%
1 1 00 0 0 0.100
o1 1 100 2 009
2.0 1 00 0 0 1 .08
3.0 0 00 0 0 0.00
4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .00
30 0 00 0 0 0.00
10 0 00 0 0 0 .00

5030 622 1313 164

3
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WL GGCE IP H BB K ERA
King Brady 1132 1 20 3 4 142%
HowieCamniz 1 0 2 1 1 90 6 5 5 200
Charle Case 11221 110 8 5 357
Homer Hillbrand 3 2 7 5 4 530 42 21 32 221
Ed Karger 23620 20 21 9 8 19
Sam Leever 27331 25 2601 232 48 76 232
Lefty Leifeld 1813 37 31 24 2552 214 68 111 187
Mike Lynch 6 51812 7 1190 101 31 48 2.42
Lou Manske 0021 0 80 12 5 6 56
Bert Maxwell 01110 80 8 2 156
Chappie McFarland 1 3 6 5 2 351 39 7 11 255
rishMclleen 0 1 2 1 0 70 10 2 3 643
Deacon Philippe 15 10 33 24 19 2182 216 26 90 247
Vic Wills 213 41 3 32 320 205 76 124 173
Totals 93 60 154154 116 13580 1234 309 532 221
Shutouts: Leified (8), Willi (), Leaver (), Phillppe (3), Hillsbrand,
McFarland

Saves: Leifield, Willis
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WL GGCG IP H BB K ERA
ChickRobitaile 4 3 9 8 8 660 52 13 34 191
PatsyFlaherty 10 O 20 28 28 220 210 50 54 205
Sam Leever 18 11 34 32 26 2531 224 54 63 217
Mike Lynch 15 11 27 24 24 2222 200 91 95 271
Charlie Case 105 1817 14 1410 120 31 49 2.4
Deacon Philippe 10 10 21 19 17 1662 183 26 82 3.4
Roscoe Mi 77 1917 11 1341 133 39 35 335
HowieCamnitz 1 4 10 2 2 490 48 20 21 422
Doc Scanlan 1343 1 20 20 20 10 491
Bucky Veil 0011 0 42 4 4 1 579
Jack Plester 11321 200 28 9 6 720
Watty Loe 1253 1 22 34 9 5 874
Lew Moren 00100 40 7 4 0 900
Totals 87 66 156156 133 1348.1 1273 379 455 2.89

Shutouts: Flaherty (5}, Gase (3), Phillppe (3), Miller (2), Leever, Lynch
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WL GGCG IP H BB K ERA
PaulCapenter 0 0 5 0 0 72 8 4 5 117
Wibur Cooper 12 11 42 23 16 2460 189 74 111 187
Frank Miler 71030 20 10 1730 135 49 88 229
BurleighGimes 2 3 6 5 4 452 40 10 20 236
Al Mamaux 2115 45 37 26 3100 264 136 163 253
Bob Harmon 8 1131 17 10 1722 175 39 62 281
Elmer Jacobs 6103417 8 1530 150 38 45 204
BillEvans 2 5137 3 60 5 16 21 300
EvKantlehner 5 15 34 21 7 1650 150 57 49 316
Babe Adams 2 91610 4 721 of 12 22 572
Carmen Hill 0020 0 61 11 5 5 88
Jack Scott 0010 0 50 5 3 4108

Totals 65 89 157157 88 1419.0 1277 443 596 276

Shutous; Coopar (2, Wier (2, Harmon 2, Katenr (2, Mamaux Adas
Saves: Cooper (2), Mamaux (2), Kantlehner (2),
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WLl GGCG P H BB K ERA
Don Songer 0180 0 112 14 8 4 23
Bud Culloton 0191 0 200 19 1 3 28
Tom Sheehan 1120 0 54 63 13 13 267
Vic Aldridge 157 30 26 14 2131 218 74 88 363
LeeMeadows 10 10 35 31 20 2851 272 67 87 367
Ray Kremer 17 8 40 27 14 2142 232 47 62 369
Johnny Morrison 17 14 44 26 10 2110 245 60 60 3.8
Red Oldham 32114 3 50 66 18 10 391
Emil Ydo 170 3328 13 2000 254 75 41 413
Babe Adams 65310 3 1011 120 17 18 542
Lou Koupal 0060 0 90 14 7 0 900
Totals 95 58 153153 77 13542 1526 387 386 3.87

Shutouts: Aldidge, Meadows

Saves: Yde (4), Adams (3), Sheehan (2), Kremer (2), Meadows, Oldham
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G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB AVG
StuffyMclnnis 50 155 19 57 10 4 0 20 1 368
Kiki Cuyler 153 617 144 220 43 26 18 102 41 357
Max Carey 133 542 109 185 30 13 5 44 46 343
Red Oldham 18 2 6 0 1 0 1 033
George Grantham 114 350 74 117 24 6 8 52 14 3%
Clyde Bambart 142 530 85 175 32 11 4 114 9 325
Pie Traynor 150 591 114 189 39 14 6 106 15 .320
Earl Smith 100 329 34 103 2 3 8 64 4 313
GlennWright 153 614 07 189 32 10 18 121 3 .308
JohnnyGooch 79 215 24 64 8 4 0 30 1 208
EddieMoore 142 547 106 163 20 8 6 77 19 .208
Jonny Rawlings 36 110 17 31 7 0 2 13 0 282
FrescoThompson 14 37 4 9 2 1 0 8 2 263
CarsonBighee 66 126 31 30 7 0 0 8 2 238
Vic Aldridge 0 8 3 20 0 0 1 10 0 .23
Babe Adams 3 3 3 7 10 0 1 0.26
Al Niehaus 17 64 7 14 8 0 0 7 0209
Roy Spencer 28 1 6 10 0 2 1.2
Jowel Ens 35 2 1 00 1 2 0.20
Ray Kremer O T 9 145 1 0 7 0497
Emil Yde a7 89 A1 7 4 1 0 11 1 491
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leMeadows 35 97 10 17 3 0 1 7 0 %5
TomSheehan 24 20 0 3 0 0 0 1 0 450
Bud Culloton 9 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0
Mule Haas 4 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0.0
Lou Koupal 7 1 14 0 00 0 0 0.00
Don Songer 8 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0
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WL GGCE IP H BB K ERA
JoeConzelman 0 1 3 2 1 150 13 5 0 12
Babe Adams 2010 43 37 24 3132 271 49 144 245
Eddie Eayrs 00200 8 8 6 5 2%
HankRobinson 14 O 43 23 8 1961 184 41 50 238
WidBilLuhsen 3 1 5 3 2 200 25 16 11 248
Claude Hendrix 14 15 42 25 17 2410 216 89 138 284
Al Mamaux 00100 30 2 2 230
WiburCooper 5 3 30 9 3 930 98 45 30 329
Marty 0'Toole: 6 8 2616 7 1442 143 55 58 330
GeorgeMcQuilan 8 6 25 16 7 1412 144 35 50 343
HowieCamnitz 6 17 36 21 5 1921 203 84 64 374
Jack Ferry 10400 50 4 2 2 54
Bernie Duffy 0032 0 111 18 3 8 556
John Scheneberg 0 1 1 1 0 60 10 2 1 600
Totals 78 71155155 74 1400.0 1344 434 590 290

Shutouts: Adams (4), Hendrix (2, Robinson, Cooper,Camnitz
Saves: Hendrix (3), Camnitz (2), 0Toole, McQuillan
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