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    More Praise for Libya

     

    “A timely and necessary book … fluid in its writing and measured in its judgements.”

    New Internationalist

     

    “For the general reader as well as for those with a good level of knowledge of Libya, there is perhaps no one better situated to … explain the country’s current and future dilemmas than Ronald Bruce St John … [an] admirable history.”

    Diederik Vandewalle, International Affairs

     

    “An excellent general overview, accessible, informative and presented with clarity … Until the secret archives in Tripoli have been raked over, you won’t find a much better overview of Libya than this.”

    Libya Herald

     

    “An excellent and concise history of this complex country.”

    George Joffé, Senior Fellow, Centre of International Studies, University of Cambridge

     

    “An excellent account of Libya’s often contentious history: clear, concise, accurate and balanced. It will be the best general work on the country available for the foreseeable future, very useful to anyone interested in the country.”

    Lisa Anderson, James T. Shotwell Professor Emerita of International Relations, Columbia University

     

    “Rich in historical detail … containing rare insights into Libyan leader Qaddafi’s thinking, particularly on foreign affairs. Indispensable for every serious student of Libya or North Africa.”

    Michele Dunne, Director and Senior Fellow, Middle East Program, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

     

    “An outstanding book … the best short history of Libya. St John has made us accustomed to first-rate analyses of Libya; this book is no exception and no students of Libya, from undergraduates to experts, could afford not to have it on their shelves.”

    Yahia H. Zoubir, Professor of International Relations and International Management, and Director of Research in Geopolitics, Euromed Management, Marseille School of Management

     

    “Ronald Bruce St John is a committed scholar of Libya … his book offers the measured and confident tone of someone deeply familiar with the subject matter.”

    Richard Phelps, Quilliam Foundation, Journal of North African Studies

  


  
    ABOUT THE AUTHOR

     

    Ronald Bruce St John is the author of five books and more than 150 articles on Libya. He is a frequent contributor to international news outlets, including Al Jazeera, Associated Press, BBC World Service, CNN News, NBC News, The New York Times, and The Washington Post. He also serves as a consultant to a number of Fortune 500 companies and several US government bodies, including the Department of State and the National Intelligence Council. He lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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    PREFACE TO THIRD EDITION

    In this third edition of my general history of Libya, I have updated a narrative which stretches back more than three millennia. In so doing, I have once again drawn on a rich and diverse past to help explain contemporary socioeconomic and political challenges in what is now known as the State of Libya. Issues like federalism, regionalism, and tribalism have deep roots in the past, and their power and influence in modern-day Libya are inexplicable without a solid understanding of what came before.

    Consistent with this thought process, I have left the original nine chapters largely intact, modifying content or interpretation only where new research called for change. Chapter 10, which has been thoroughly revised and updated, opens with a brief look at the limited reforms introduced by the Qaddafi regime in the years immediately preceding the February 17 Revolution. Drawing on research published after 2011, it then explores why largely peaceful protests in January 2011 quickly turned into an armed rebellion calling for regime change. In so doing, I highlight the special qualities of the Libyan experience but also draw parallels whenever possible with the other revolts constituting the Arab Spring. The February 17 Revolution was not an end in itself but rather the end of the beginning, and this chapter concludes with a look at the main issues faced by post-Qaddafi Libya.

    Chapter 11 is completely new and focuses on the six years following the end of the 42-year-old Qaddafi regime. The post-revolution period proved to be a time of hope and disappointment, equality and inequality, unity and disintegration, peace and violence. As in earlier chapters, my approach here has been to concentrate on the analysis of events, providing only enough detail to make them understandable to the general reader. The conduct and results of the three national elections held in Libya after 2011 are used to explain the degree to which the Muslim Brotherhood and its Islamist allies largely thwarted the expressed wishes of the Libyan people, performing above their weight in terms of political power and influence. It also explores the failure to date of the UN-brokered political agreement to produce a viable, legitimate government of national accord, together with the role individuals and states played in this failure.

    To help the reader to understand the events which took place in Libya after 2011, I have updated the select chronology at the beginning of the book with an emphasis on the last six years. I have also updated the bibliographical essay at the end of the book, adding close to fifty new sources, with a focus on the work of the enthusiastic and talented new generation of social scientists which has emerged over the last decade.

    Once again, I would like to acknowledge the large number of people, inside and outside Libya, who have encouraged and assisted my research and writing over the last five decades. In particular, I would like to salute that new generation of Libyan specialists whose work has challenged me to rethink old concepts and interpretations. I also want to thank our younger son, Nathan Bailey St John, for illustrating this book. The illustrations and maps he has created add much to our understanding of the history of Libya. Finally, I want to thank my wife, Carol, to whom this volume is dedicated, for her encouragement and support over a lifetime together.

  


  
    PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION

    Normally, a volume like this one dealing with the history of Libya from earliest times to the present might best be left unrevised. Any extensive or real improvement in detailing the history of Libya would deserve a new book. On the other hand, modern Libyan history has been dominated by Mu’ammar al-Qaddafi and the regime he put in place after 1969; and since half the book deals with the Qaddafi era, the overthrow of the Qaddafi regime calls for an examination of why and how his forty-two-year rule came to an end.

    In line with this thinking, I have left the original nine chapters largely intact, adding a tenth chapter to discuss the events surrounding the February 17 Revolution which led to the overthrow of the Qaddafi regime. In so doing, I have continued to underline the special qualities of the Libyan experience while also pointing out areas where the process of change in Libya resembled events in other economies, societies, and states. As with earlier chapters, the target audience and inherent space limitations have compelled me to focus in this new chapter on the analysis of events, providing only the detail required to make them understandable.

    Chapter 10 opens with a brief look at the abortive reforms introduced by the Qaddafi regime in recent years, incomplete and ineffective efforts that set the stage for the peaceful protests that began in January 2011. It then explores why and how those largely peaceful protests demanding a better quality of life quickly turned into an armed rebellion demanding regime change. In so doing, it draws parallels with the other revolts constituting the “Arab Spring” which began in Tunisia in late 2010 but soon spread to Egypt and elsewhere in the region. Chapter 10 concludes with a look at the socioeconomic and political make-up of post-Qaddafi Libya.

    To assist the reader in following the complex, intertwined events which have taken place in Libya in recent years, I have updated the select chronology at the beginning of the book with a focus on current events. As a number of worthwhile studies of Libya have appeared in recent years, I have also updated the bibliographical essay at the end of the book. As the reader will readily notice, most of the new material pertains to discussions and reassessments of selected aspects of the Qaddafi era (1969–2011), especially events over the last decade.

  


  
    PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

    This book is aimed at the general reader, casual traveler, business executive, and university undergraduate student of the Great Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, generally known as Libya. It attempts to make the history of Libya understandable, interesting, and perhaps occasionally even exciting. In so doing, I have tried to provide a widely comprehensive presentation in the space available, including economic, social, and cultural as well as diplomatic and political history.

    The Libyan experience, especially in modern times, has been rich and diverse, but it was not always unique. Where appropriate, I have underlined the special qualities of the Libyan experience, but I have also pointed out where the process of change in Libya shared much with that of other economies, societies, and states. Common patterns are to be expected, and within them we find Libyan particularities formed by specific contingencies.

    The target audience, combined with the inherent space limitations of a general history covering more than three millennia, necessitates a book focused on the analysis of events, providing only enough detail to make them understandable. In the process, I make liberal use of my own research on Libya which spans a period of four decades. I also rely heavily on the research of others, bringing to the general reader the results of wonderfully detailed research previously accessible only to the specialist. Because of this approach, students of Libya may find some of what I say familiar, in part because I’ve drawn from their work and in part because I’ve repeated or expanded upon things I’ve said in my own.

    For those interested in further reading, the bibliographical essay at the end of the book provides a road map to the most important literature available on Libya. Given the anticipated audience, only English-language books, with a few exceptions, are cited. In addition to the individual bibliographies listed at the beginning of the essay, all of the books cited therein contain a substantial bibliography, often involving works in languages other than English, and provide those interested with a springboard for further reading. For additional detail, the reader is referred to the latest edition of my Historical Dictionary of Libya (2006) which includes the most extensive bibliography of Libya available today, listed by subject to facilitate the location of desired materials.

    A very large number of people, in and out of Libya, have encouraged and assisted my research and writing over the many years. I will not try to name them as that would take far too much space; however, I do want to acknowledge their generosity and support. I also want to thank our son, Nathan Bailey St John, for illustrating this book. The illustrations and maps he has created add much to our understanding of the history of Libya. I would also like to thank my wife, Carol, to whom this volume is dedicated, for her encouragement and support over a lifetime together.
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    NOTE ON TRANSLITERATION

    The transliteration of personal and place names from Arabic into English is widely recognized as a frustrating and imprecise exercise. It is made more difficult when it involves source materials stretching over three millennia and drawing on both European and non-European languages. This is particularly true in the case of Libya where the Latin spelling of personal and place names has not been standardized. On the contrary, early explorers, travelers, diplomats, and other officials, most of whom were not linguists, too often fixed the spelling of Arabic names and places in the Latin alphabet. As a result, many of the Latin spellings in use are a mixture of English, Italian, and French adaptations.

    The issue of place names is an especially difficult one. To call places what they were called in the past is to invite confusion for modern readers. The past names have often disappeared completely from the memory of all but a few specialists in the area or subject. The use of past names would be historically accurate but overly confusing for the general reader. Therefore, in this text, I have preferred to refer to places according to general international usage, employing conventional, contemporary spellings whenever possible. When it is not possible, I try to make clear the connection between ancient and contemporary place names.

    The convention for place names adopted in this book has the advantage of clarity, but it is not intended to endorse necessarily the policies of the people who changed the names. That said, it should enable students of Libya to consult standard international atlases and maps and easily find the places mentioned in the book.

  


  SELECT CHRONOLOGY OF LIBYAN HISTORY

  
    
      
        
        
      
      
        
          	
            Twelfth century bce

          
          	
            Phoenicians active throughout Mediterranean Basin.

          
        

        
          	
            ca. 2700–2200 bce

          
          	
            Earliest written documentation of Libyan history.

          
        

        
          	
            632 bce

          
          	
            Foundation of Cyrene, first Greek city in North Africa.

          
        

        
          	
            500 bce–ce 500

          
          	
            Garamantes a power in southern Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            264–241 bce

          
          	
            First Punic War.

          
        

        
          	
            218–202 bce

          
          	
            Second Punic War.

          
        

        
          	
            149–146 bce

          
          	
            Third Punic War.

          
        

        
          	
            115–117

          
          	
            Jewish revolt in Cyrenaica.

          
        

        
          	
            300

          
          	
            Provinces of Upper Libya and Lower Libya formed.

          
        

        
          	
            429

          
          	
            Vandals enter North Africa.

          
        

        
          	
            644–646

          
          	
            Arabs occupy Cyrenaica and Tripolitania.

          
        

        
          	
            661–750

          
          	
            Umayyad dynasty.

          
        

        
          	
            750–1258

          
          	
            Abbasid dynasty.

          
        

        
          	
            910–1171

          
          	
            Fatimid dynasty.

          
        

        
          	
            Eleventh century

          
          	
            Hilalian invasion.

          
        

        
          	
            1073–1147

          
          	
            Almoravid dynasty.

          
        

        
          	
            1147–1267

          
          	
            Almohad dynasty.

          
        

        
          	
            1228–1574

          
          	
            Hafsid dynasty.

          
        

        
          	
            1517

          
          	
            Ottomans occupy Cyrenaica.

          
        

        
          	
            1551

          
          	
            Ottomans occupy Tripoli.

          
        

        
          	
            1711–1835

          
          	
            Karamanli dynasty.

          
        

        
          	
            1835

          
          	
            Second Ottoman occupation.

          
        

        
          	
            1842

          
          	
            Sanusi Order establishes first zawiya in Cyrenaica.

          
        

        
          	
            1908

          
          	
            Young Turk revolt.

          
        

        
          	
            1911–1943

          
          	
            Italian occupation.

          
        

        
          	
            1912

          
          	
            Congress of Aziziyyah.

          
        

        
          	
            November 1918

          
          	
            Tripoli Republic created.

          
        

        
          	
            October 1919

          
          	
            Legge Fondamentale promulgated.

          
        

        
          	
            1929

          
          	
            Cyrenaica, Tripolitania, and Fezzan united as Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            September 1931

          
          	
            Libyan resistance ends with execution of Umar al-Mukhtar.

          
        

        
          	
            1938

          
          	
            Italy embarks upon large-scale agricultural settlements.

          
        

        
          	
            1943

          
          	
            British Military Administration in Cyrenaica and Tripolitania and French Military Administration in Fezzan.

          
        

        
          	
            November 1949

          
          	
            United Nations General Assembly passes a resolution creating an independent and sovereign state of Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            December 1951

          
          	
            United Kingdom of Libya, headed by King Idris al-Sanusi, proclaims its independence.

          
        

        
          	
            February 1953

          
          	
            Libya joins Arab League.

          
        

        
          	
            July 1953

          
          	
            Libya concludes military agreement with Great Britain.

          
        

        
          	
            September 1954

          
          	
            Libya concludes military agreement with United States.

          
        

        
          	
            1955

          
          	
            Libyan petroleum law comes into effect.

          
        

        
          	
            October 1961

          
          	
            Oil exports begin.

          
        

        
          	
            1962

          
          	
            Libya joins Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC).

          
        

        
          	
            April 1963

          
          	
            Federal government abandoned in favor of a unitary state.

          
        

        
          	
            September 1969

          
          	
            One September Revolution overthrows monarchy.

          
        

        
          	
            December 1969

          
          	
            Constitutional Proclamation.

          
        

        
          	
            June 1970

          
          	
            American forces evacuate Wheelus Airbase.

          
        

        
          	
            June 1971

          
          	
            Arab Socialist Union (ASU).

          
        

        
          	
            April 1973

          
          	
            Issuance of Third Universal Theory marks beginning of Popular Revolution.

          
        

        
          	
            August 1973

          
          	
            Libya nationalizes Occidental Petroleum followed shortly by nationalization of all foreign oil companies.

          
        

        
          	
            April 1974

          
          	
            Qaddafi resigns to devote himself to revolutionary activities.

          
        

        
          	
            September 1975

          
          	
            Imposition of first U.S. economic sanctions against Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            September 1976

          
          	
            Publication of part one of The Green Book.

          
        

        
          	
            March 1977

          
          	
            Declaration of the Establishment of the People’s Authority.

          
        

        
          	
            November 1977

          
          	
            Publication of part two of The Green Book.

          
        

        
          	
            June 1979

          
          	
            Publication of part three of The Green Book.

          
        

        
          	
            December 1979

          
          	
            Mob attacks U.S. embassy in Tripoli.

          
        

        
          	
            January 1980

          
          	
            Mob burns French embassy in Tripoli.

          
        

        
          	
            February 1980

          
          	
            United States closes its embassy in Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            May 1981

          
          	
            United States orders Libya to close its diplomatic mission in Washington, DC.

          
        

        
          	
            April 1984

          
          	
            London police besiege Libyan embassy and a police woman is killed by shots fired from inside the embassy.

          
        

        
          	
            August 1984

          
          	
            Libya and Morocco sign Treaty of Oujda, declaring a union between the two states.

          
        

        
          	
            April 1986

          
          	
            United States carries out air strikes against targets around Benghazi and Tripoli.

          
        

        
          	
            August 1986

          
          	
            Morocco withdraws from union with Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            October 1988

          
          	
            United States first accuses Libya of building chemical weapons plant.

          
        

        
          	
            December 1988

          
          	
            Pan Am flight 103 explodes over Lockerbie, Scotland.

          
        

        
          	
            February 1989

          
          	
            Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, and Tunisia create Arab Maghrib Union.

          
        

        
          	
            March 1989

          
          	
            Libya complains Islamist groups, like the Muslim Brotherhood, are using religion to obtain political power.

          
        

        
          	
            September 1989

          
          	
            UTA flight 772 explodes over Niger.

          
        

        
          	
            August 1991

          
          	
            Libya marks opening of Great Manmade River.

          
        

        
          	
            April 1992

          
          	
            United Nations imposes sanctions on Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            November 1992

          
          	
            Libya demands compensation from Italy for its thirty-two-year occupation.

          
        

        
          	
            November 1994

          
          	
            Libya sets multiple exchange rate for Libyan dinar one week after the currency is devalued.

          
        

        
          	
            September 1995

          
          	
            Islamists clash with government forces in Benghazi.

          
        

        
          	
            April 1996

          
          	
            Qaddafi announces Libya will cease doing business with Western companies.

          
        

        
          	
            March 1997

          
          	
            Vatican establishes full diplomatic relations with Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            October 1998

          
          	
            South Africa bestows Order of Good Hope on Qaddafi in recognition of his support in the fight against apartheid.

          
        

        
          	
            April 1999

          
          	
            United Nations Security Council suspends Libya sanctions.

          
        

        
          	
            March 2000

          
          	
            Libya abolishes most central government executive functions, devolving responsibility to twenty-six municipal councils constituting General People’s Congress.

          
        

        
          	
            September 2000

          
          	
            Widespread racial violence reported in Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            January 2001

          
          	
            Lockerbie court finds one of two Libyan defendants guilty.

          
        

        
          	
            October 2001

          
          	
            Libya selected for seat on United Nations Social and Economic Council.

          
        

        
          	
            March 2003

          
          	
            Secret talks open in London aimed at dismantling Libya’s unconventional weapons programs.

          
        

        
          	
            September 2003

          
          	
            United Nations Security Council lifts Libya sanctions.

          
        

        
          	
            December 2003

          
          	
            Libya abandons unconventional weapons programs.

          
        

        
          	
            March 2004

          
          	
            General People’s Congress discusses measures to liberalize Libyan economy.

          
        

        
          	
            June 2004

          
          	
            United States and Libya restore diplomatic relations.

          
        

        
          	
            September 2004

          
          	
            United States revokes trade embargo on Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            October 2004

          
          	
            European Union lifts arms embargo on Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            January 2005

          
          	
            Libya abolishes People’s Courts.

          
        

        
          	
            March 2005

          
          	
            Qaddafi argues United Nations reforms should abolish Security Council.

          
        

        
          	
            May 2005

          
          	
            United States plans to restore military cooperation with Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            June 2005

          
          	
            Libyan opposition gathers in London to discuss plans to remove Qaddafi from power.

          
        

        
          	
            March 2006

          
          	
            General People’s Committee creates a human rights office.

          
        

        
          	
            May 2006

          
          	
            United States removes Libya from its list of state sponsors of terrorism.

          
        

        
          	
            June 2006

          
          	
            Colony Capital purchases controlling interest in Tamoil, the largest sale of a Libyan-owned asset to that time.

          
        

        
          	
            July 2006

          
          	
            World Bank describes Libya as one of the least-diversified oil-producing economies in the world.

          
        

        
          	
            October 2006

          
          	
            Libya announces the country’s 1.2 million students will receive inexpensive computers as part of the One Laptop per Child project.

          
        

        
          	
            December 2006

          
          	
            Libyan court sentences five Bulgarian nurses and a Palestinian doctor to death for the alleged deliberate HIV infection of 426 children at a Benghazi hospital.

          
        

        
          	
            March 2007

          
          	
            Libya refuses to attend an Arab summit in Saudi Arabia.

          
        

        
          	
            May 2007

          
          	
            Prime Minister Tony Blair visits Libya as part of a farewell tour of Africa.

          
        

        
          	
            June 2007

          
          	
            Qaddafi criticizes U.S. plans to deploy AFRICOM, a newly created American military command for Africa.

          
        

        
          	
            July 2007

          
          	
            Libya releases six foreign medics charged with the deliberate HIV infection of children in a Benghazi hospital.

          
        

        
          	
            August 2007

          
          	
            European Aeronautic Defence & Space (EADS) confirms a €296 million deal to sell anti-tank missiles and radio communications equipment to Libya. French president Nicolas Sarkozy denies the deal is linked to the release of the six foreign medics.

          
        

        
          	
            October 2007

          
          	
            Libya is elected to a two-year term on the UN Security Council.

          
        

        
          	
            January 2008

          
          	
            Libya opens a drive to expel all illegal immigrants, a community of up to two million, most of whom are men from poor African states trying to reach Europe.

          
        

        
          	
            April 2008

          
          	
            Russia cancels €2.3 billion of Libyan debt in exchange for major military and civilian contracts.

          
        

        
          	
            May 2008

          
          	
            Charging graft and corruption, Qaddafi abolishes several ministries and hands power to the Libyan people.

          
        

        
          	
            August 2008

          
          	
            Libya and United States settle all outstanding lawsuits by American victims of Libyan terrorism, clearing the way for restoration of full diplomatic relations. Italy apologizes to Libya for damage during colonial era and signs $5 billion investment deal by way of compensation.

          
        

        
          	
            October 2008

          
          	
            Qaddafi crowned “King of Kings” by a meeting of African kings, tribal chiefs, and traditional leaders.

          
        

        
          	
            February 2009

          
          	
            African Union elects Qaddafi chairman for a one-year term but rejects his proposal to form a United States of Africa.

          
        

        
          	
            June 2009

          
          	
            With the death of Omar Bongo Ondimba, president of Gabon, Qaddafi becomes the longest-serving head of state in the world, excluding monarchies.

          
        

        
          	
            August 2009

          
          	
            Abdel Basset al-Megrahi, the only person convicted in the Lockerbie bombing, released on compassionate grounds and returns to Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            September 2009

          
          	
            Libya celebrates fortieth anniversary of One September Revolution.

          
        

        
          	
            January 2010

          
          	
            Qaddafi declares there is no place in Libya for a civil society as Libyan society is already entirely civil.

          
        

        
          	
            February 2010

          
          	
            Libya agrees to buy €1.3 billion in Russian arms, including fighter planes and tanks.

          
        

        
          	
            March 2010

          
          	
            Libya releases more than 200 political prisoners but hundreds more detainees remain imprisoned.

          
        

        
          	
            May 2010

          
          	
            Libya suspends publication of Oea and Quryna, reformist newspapers.

          
        

        
          	
            August 2010

          
          	
            Libya releases thirty-seven Islamist prisoners from Abu Salim prison after they complete rehabilitation program.

          
        

        
          	
            September 2010

          
          	
            European Union rejects Libyan proposal for EU to pay €5 billion annually for Libyan assistance in stemming flow of illegal immigrants.

          
        

        
          	
            October 2010

          
          	
            Saif al-Islam al-Qaddafi calls for democratic reforms, including a formal constitution to replace the 1969 constitutional proclamation.

          
        

        
          	
            December 2010

          
          	
            Qaddafi International Charity and Development Foundation, headed by Saif al-Islam al-Qaddafi, retreats from domestic reform and human rights work to focus on aid and relief to sub-Saharan Africa.

          
        

        
          	
            January 2011

          
          	
            Demonstrators in Benghazi, protesting corruption and incompetence in government housing projects, occupy apartments under construction. Government creation of a $24 billion housing development fund fails to halt protests.

          
        

        
          	
            February 2011

          
          	
            Protestors declare February 17 a Day of Rage. When Qaddafi regime responds with force, killing at least fifty demonstrators in Benghazi alone, the February 17 Revolution is born. As protests spread, Qaddafi’s hold on Libya weakens. Rebels form National Transitional Council (NTC) to give a political face to the revolution.

          
        

        
          	
            March 2011

          
          	
            UN Security Council imposes a no-fly zone over Libya and authorizes all necessary measures to protect civilians from attacks by Qaddafi forces. NATO forces agree to enforce the no-fly zone.

          
        

        
          	
            April 2011

          
          	
            Civil organizations, banned by the Qaddafi regime, begin to operate in Benghazi and other rebel-controlled areas.

          
        

        
          	
            May 2011

          
          	
            European Union opens diplomatic office in Benghazi and promises support for a democratic Libya. Russia joins NATO states in urging Qaddafi to step down. NTC unveils road map to democracy, calling for transition to elected government to begin with the installation of interim government.

          
        

        
          	
            June 2011

          
          	
            China confirms contact with rebel leaders. International Criminal Court issues arrest warrants for Qaddafi, Saif al-Islam al-Qaddafi, and Abdula al-Sanusi, Qaddafi’s brother-in-law and intelligence chief, charging them with crimes against humanity.

          
        

        
          	
            July 2011

          
          	
            Qaddafi threatens attacks on Europe in retaliation for NATO support of the opposition movement. Rebel forces advance in the western mountains and consolidate hold on Misurata. United States recognizes NTC as the legitimate governing authority in Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            August 2011

          
          	
            Rebel forces enter Tripoli, sealing fate of Qaddafi regime. Assets of Libyan Investment Authority estimated at $65 billion.

          
        

        
          	
            September 2011

          
          	
            NTC announces resumption of limited oil production and creates special brigade to protect oil installations. ENI sets mid-October for resumption of natural gas shipments to Italy via Greenstream pipeline. French President Nicolas Sarkozy and British Prime Minister David Cameron visit Libya to express support for NTC. African Union and OPEC recognize NTC as Libya representative. UN General Assembly gives Libyan seat to NTC. U.S. Ambassador returns to Tripoli and reopens the American embassy. Mass grave containing remains of 1,700 former inmates of Abu Salim prison unearthed. ENI restarts oil production.

          
        

        
          	
            October 2011

          
          	
            NTC announces new interim transitional government to guide Libya in post-Qaddafi era until an elected, representative government is installed. ENI reopens Greenstream pipeline. National Oil Corporation expects oil production to return to pre-war levels in approximately fifteen months. Qaddafi is captured and killed. NTC declares Libya officially liberated and begins political process leading to an elected government. A little-known academic, Abdurrahim el-Keib, is named prime minister.

          
        

        
          	
            November 2011

          
          	
            Rebel fighters based in Zintan capture Saif al-Islam al-Qaddafi near the southern town of Obari. NTC appoints an eight-member commission to draft an election law.

          
        

        
          	
            January 2012

          
          	
            Draft election law calls for nationwide elections in June to elect a 200-member General National Congress (GNC). GNC will name interim government, oversee drafting of new constitution, and conduct mid-2013 elections for new government. Interim government scraps 1972 laws banning political parties.

          
        

        
          	
            February 2012

          
          	
            NTC announces the 200 GNC seats will be allocated on the basis of 102 for Tripoli and the Nafusa Mountains, sixty for Benghazi and eastern Libya, twenty-nine for southern Libya, and nine for central Libya, including Sirte.

          
        

        
          	
            March 2012

          
          	
            Abdula al-Sanusi is arrested in Mauritania and later returned to Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            May 2012

          
          	
            Abdel Basset al-Megrahi dies.

          
        

        
          	
            July 2012

          
          	
            Nationwide elections held to elect the 200-member GNC.

          
        

        
          	
            August 2012

          
          	
            NTC ceases to exist. Governing power transferred to GNC. GNC elects Muhammad Yousuf Magariaf, leader of the National Front Party, as its president.

          
        

        
          	
            September 2012

          
          	
            U.S. Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and three other embassy employees are killed in an attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi. GNC elects Deputy Prime Minister Mustafa Abushagur to be prime minister. Libyan government orders all “illegitimate” militias to disband and puts national army in command of some militias. Hundreds of Libyans respond to a government call to hand over weapons acquired during the revolution, returning truckloads of large and small weapons.

          
        

        
          	
            October 2012

          
          	
            Libya plans to implement Islamic banking before year-end, expecting strong demand for sharia-compliant financial services. GNC elects Ali Zeidan as prime minister after Mustafa Abushagur is dismissed.

          
        

        
          	
            November 2012

          
          	
            Gun battles in central Tripoli underscore ongoing security crisis. First elected government is sworn in under tight security.

          
        

        
          	
            December 2012

          
          	
            GNC closes southern borders with Algeria, Niger, and Chad to reduce trafficking of illegal substances and arrival of illegal immigrants. A Coptic Christian facility in Dafiniyya is attacked and two Egyptians killed.

          
        

        
          	
            January 2013

          
          	
            GNC changes official name of Libya to State of Libya. National Forces Alliance, a liberal parliamentary bloc, announces boycott of GNC activities to protest lack of transparency, inefficiency, and constitutional drafting process.

          
        

        
          	
            February 2013

          
          	
            Christians from Egypt, South Africa, South Korea, and Sweden are arrested in Benghazi on charges of proselytizing Muslims. Supreme Court overturns Marriage Act which required a man to obtain permission of his first wife before taking a second wife or to appeal to the courts if his first wife refused consent.

          
        

        
          	
            March 2013

          
          	
            GNC suspends sessions to protest a general lack of security after violence is directed toward several GNC members. Assailants burn Egyptian Coptic Church in Benghazi following earlier assault on two Coptic priests.

          
        

        
          	
            April 2013

          
          	
            GNC passes law criminalizing torture, kidnapping, and illegal detention in effort to control militia violence.

          
        

        
          	
            July 2013

          
          	
            France, Italy, and the United States commit to train 19,500 soldiers and policemen at facilities outside Libya. Muslim cleric Sheikh Sadiq al-Ghariani, head of Libya’s highest religious authority, urges Libyans to shun tribalism. Amazigh, Tebu, and Tuareg ethnic minorities boycott constituent committee election because committee is not “fully representative.” Abdulsalam al-Musmari, lawyer, activist, and outspoken critic of the Muslim Brotherhood, is assassinated.

          
        

        
          	
            August 2013

          
          	
            Deputy Prime Minister Awad al-Barassi resigns, citing policy failures and deteriorating security. Prime Minister Zeidan creates streamlined emergency cabinet to confront security crisis. U.S. authorities file criminal charges against Libyan suspects in the September 2012 attack on U.S. consulate in Benghazi. Libya and Tunisia agree to open a third border crossing at Mashhad Salih to facilitate trade.

          
        

        
          	
            September 2013

          
          	
            Justice and Construction Party steps up attacks on the government, threatening a no-confidence vote. A mass grave thought to contain bodies of more than 500 Libyan soldiers killed during the 1987 Chad-Libya conflict is found in southern Libya. Libyan government announces ninety-four new public libraries and cultural centers will open in twenty-two cities and villages. Prime Minister Zeidan appeals for outside help to restore security in Libya. Saif al-Islam al-Qaddafi appears in a tribal court in Zintan after local militia defies government order to transfer him to Tripoli. Justice Minister Salah Bashir al-Marghani pledges gender equality legislation.

          
        

        
          	
            October 2013

          
          	
            Petroleum Facilities Guard stops paying striking oil guards in effort to halt protests crippling oil and gas production. Libya and Italy sign major cultural cooperation agreement, covering archaeology, archives, cinema, and theater. Nazih Abdul-Hamed al-Ruqai, known as Anas al-Libi and linked to 1998 U.S. embassy bombings in East Africa, is abducted by U.S. special forces and taken to New York City for trial. Justice and Construction Party calls for Prime Minister Zeidan to resign. NATO agrees to provide small defense advisory mission to assist Libya in rebuilding its defense institutions. Libya considers sale of nine state firms as part of privatization initiative.

          
        

        
          	
            November 2013

          
          	
            Italy agrees to begin aerial and electronic surveillance of Libya’s borders. Berber and Tuareg militants protest at oil facilities across Libya, demanding recognition of minority rights. Libyan teachers go on strike to protest worsening economy, demanding higher wages. Prime Minister Zeidan announces government at the end of the year will stop paying wages to former militia members who have not joined the official security services. Commission for Integrity and Reform of Armed Forces expels 915 Qaddafi loyalists from armed forces. United States will train up to eight thousand Libyan soldiers at a base in Bulgaria. Municipalities begin a rolling electoral process that will see 101 local councils elected by end-February 2014.

          
        

        
          	
            December 2013

          
          	
            Libya and Jordan sign an agreement creating a “strategic” relationship. GNC votes to make Islamic sharia law the base for all legislation and all state institutions. Ansar al-Sharia lashes out at GNC over newly passed Islamic sharia law, arguing sharia law is the “only source for legislation in Libya” and “above the constitution.” Prime Minister Zeidan reports diplomatic relations with Egypt remain strong.

          
        

        
          	
            February 2014

          
          	
            Newly elected Constitutional Assembly charged with drafting new constitution. Public protests break out after GNC attempts to extend its mandate by a year. February Committee sanctions parliamentary and presidential elections by July.

          
        

        
          	
            March 2014

          
          	
            Prime Minister Zeidan steps down and Abdullah al-Thinni replaces him as interim prime minster. Supreme Court rules subsequent election of Ahmed Maetig unconstitutional and he steps down. Thinni remains prime minister.

          
        

        
          	
            April 2014

          
          	
            Ministry of Oil and Gas opens regional office in Misurata to support public demands for decentralization. Prime Minister Thinni identifies Ansar al-Sharia and other unnamed Islamist groups in eastern Libya as terrorist organizations. First group of Libyan soldiers trained in Turkey return to Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            May 2014

          
          	
            General Khalifa Haftar forms Operation Dignity and attacks Ansar al-Sharia and linked Islamist militias in Benghazi with goal to cleanse city of extremist groups. Russia affirms its support for Thinni government. New York judge refuses to withdraw the charges against Anas al-Libi.

          
        

        
          	
            June 2014

          
          	
            Car bomb outside Constitutional Assembly in al-Bayda causes extensive damage and some injuries. Results of House of Representatives election amount to devastating defeat for Islamist interests. Grand Mufti Sheikh Ghariani condemns Haftar’s offensive against Ansar al-Sharia and other Islamist groups. Former NTC Chairman Jalil calls for Ghariani’s removal.

          
        

        
          	
            July 2014

          
          	
            Libya Dawn, a coalition of the Muslim Brotherhood, allied Islamist groups, and diverse regional and tribal interests occupies most of Tripoli. Muslim Brotherhood and its allies launch political offensive to destroy credibility of House of Representatives.

          
        

        
          	
            August 2014

          
          	
            House of Representatives convenes in Tobruk. Former GNC Speaker Abusahmain and Grand Mufti Sheikh Ghariani declare new parliament unconstitutional. GNC reconvenes and appoints Omar al-Hassi to head rump Government of National Salvation. Arab League reaffirms its opposition to outside interference in Arab affairs.

          
        

        
          	
            September 2014

          
          	
            Hassi occupies prime minister’s office in Tripoli. House of Representatives approves a slimmed-down, thirteen-member cabinet. United Nations-brokered talks open in Ghadames in search of a political solution to civil war. European Union rejects outside military intervention to restore stability in Libya. Libya recalls its ambassador to Turkey after Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, the recently elected Turkish president, terms the establishment of the House of Representatives “unacceptable.”

          
        

        
          	
            November 2014

          
          	
            Supreme Court declares House of Representatives unconstitutional and illegitimate despite international recognition. Prime Minister Thinni orders air attack on Mitiga International Airport, the last remaining civilian airport in Tripoli.

          
        

        
          	
            December 2014

          
          	
            International Criminal Court demands the extradition of Saif al-Islam al-Qaddafi to face charges of crimes against humanity. European Union foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini indicates EU is considering sanctions on individuals obstructing peace talks. Ports of Sidra and Ras Lanuf, which account for more than half the country’s oil output, are closed due to heavy fighting. Operation Dignity planes bomb targets in and around Misurata, a stronghold for Libya Dawn rebels.

          
        

        
          	
            January 2015

          
          	
            An ISIS-affiliated group calling itself the Tripoli Province of the Islamic State kidnaps twenty-one Egyptian Coptic Christians in Sirte, reflecting the increasing lawlessness in Libya. Thinni government recalls retired General Khalifa Haftar to active military duty. Ansar al-Sharia confirms death of their leader Muhammad al-Zahawi in a clash near Benghazi airport. GNC suspends participation in United Nations-sponsored peace talks. Gunmen storm luxury Corinthia Hotel in Tripoli killing at least nine people in retaliation for the U.S. seizure of Anas al-Libi, who died in captivity from long-standing medical problems.

          
        

        
          	
            February 2015

          
          	
            House of Representatives votes to abolish Political Isolation Law. Tripoli Province of the Islamic State releases video showing the mass beheading of twenty-one Coptic Christians kidnapped in January. Egyptian airplanes attack Islamist targets in Darnah in retaliation. An ISIS-affiliated group calling itself the Islamic State in Barqa Province detonates three car bombs in Qubba, killing forty-five people including six Egyptians. Prime Minister Thinni accuses Turkey of arming the rump government in Tripoli.

          
        

        
          	
            March 2015

          
          	
            National Oil Corporation declares eleven oil fields nonoperational after a series of militant attacks, invoking force majeure. Thinni government swears in General Haftar as army chief and integrates his militia into government forces. GNC sacks Prime Minister Hassi, replacing him with his deputy, Khalifa al-Ghweil. Tunisia reopens its consulate in Tripoli, angering Thinni government in al-Bayda.

          
        

        
          	
            April 2015

          
          	
            Tripoli Province of the Islamic State releases video showing mass execution of thirty Ethiopian Christians. European Union agrees to triple the number of search vessels in the Mediterranean Sea after some nine hundred people drown trying to reach Italy from Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            May 2015

          
          	
            Instability and increased lawlessness contribute to Libya becoming major transit point for human traffickers. Prime Minister Thinni survives assassination attempt.

          
        

        
          	
            June 2015

          
          	
            Tripoli Province of the Islamic State occupies Sirte. House of Representatives rejects UN draft proposal for a unity government. Masked gunman suspected of being a member of the Tripoli Province of the Islamic State kills Nasir al-Akr, a senior member of the Al-Qaeda-affiliated Derna Mujahideen Shura Council. Shura Council responds by declaring war on Tripoli Province of the Islamic State. United States conducts airstrikes against Al-Qaeda-affiliated targets near Ajdabiya, allegedly killing veteran Algerian militant Mokhtar Belmokhtar.

          
        

        
          	
            July 2015

          
          	
            Tripoli Province of the Islamic State kidnaps three Christians near Sirte and four Italian construction workers at ENI complex near Mellitah. Forty people killed in clashes between rival Tebu and Tuareg groups in Sebha. Tripoli court sentences Saif al-Islam al-Qaddafi, Abdula al-Sanusi, and Ali Baghdadi al-Mahmudi to death for war crimes and crimes against humanity.

          
        

        
          	
            August 2015

          
          	
            Islamic State in Barqa Province attempts to retake Darnah but is repulsed by rival Abu Salim Martyrs Brigade. Tripoli Province of the Islamic State crushes revolt in Sirte, maintains control of city. Italian navy rescues some 4,400 migrants from nearly two dozen ships in a single day. Libyan authorities arrest three people suspected of human smuggling operations.

          
        

        
          	
            September 2015

          
          	
            UN presents final version of peace agreement to internationally recognized House of Representatives in Tobruk and rump government in Tripoli, telling them to accept or reject it as written.

          
        

        
          	
            October 2015

          
          	
            Tripoli Province of the Islamic State attacks a main oil port near Sidra but is forced to withdraw. House of Representatives votes to extend its mandate until power can be transferred to an elected body. Both internationally recognized government in Tobruk and rump government in Tripoli reject UN proposal for unity government.

          
        

        
          	
            November 2015

          
          	
            UN Special Representative to Libya, Bernardino León, sparks controversy by accepting lucrative position at Emirati-backed think tank. U.S. airstrike kills Wisam al-Zubaydi, known as Abu Nabil al-Anbari, the Iraqi leader of the Islamic State in Barqa Province. France admits to conducting aerial reconnaissance and intelligence missions over Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            December 2015

          
          	
            UN-brokered peace agreement between rival Libyan factions signed in Skhirat, Morocco. Italian Prime Minster Matteo Renzi states Libya is “keystone” of Italy’s Mediterranean policy, pledges full support for Libyan Political Agreement.

          
        

        
          	
            January 2016

          
          	
            House of Representatives rejects as too large thirty-two-member unity cabinet nominated by UN-backed Presidency Council. European Union announces it will make €100 million available to Government of National Accord (GNA) as soon as it starts work. Thinni government in al-Bayda cuts diplomatic postings to conserve rapidly dwindling foreign currency reserves. African Union relaunches peace drive and warns of military intervention.

          
        

        
          	
            February 2016

          
          	
            Presidency Council agrees to a twelve-member cabinet split evenly among three traditional regions. Tunisia completes Libya border fence intended to keep out militants. Constitutional Assembly releases second draft of new constitution. U.S. airstrike kills at least forty-three people at Tripoli Province of the Islamic State training camp near Sabratha. Italian navy rescues over seven hundred people trying to reach Europe from Libya. UN releases report alleging all sides in civil war have likely committed war crimes.

          
        

        
          	
            March 2016

          
          	
            France pushes for European Union sanctions on Libyan politicians obstructing formation of GNA. United Nations Security Council receives report stating ISIS affiliates have expanded reach and control in Libya. Presidency Council moves to consolidate power of GNA, demanding Libyans and foreigners stop dealing with rival governments in Tobruk and Tripoli. Chairman of the Presidency Council, Fayez al-Serraj, arrives in Tripoli, establishing GNA headquarters at Bu Setta naval base.

          
        

        
          	
            April 2016

          
          	
            Ambassadors from France, Spain, and the United Kingdom return to Libya and meet with Chairman and Prime Minister Serraj in show of support for GNA. United Nations High Commission for refugees estimates nearly 1,300 people have drowned trying to reach Europe through Libya. European Union imposes sanctions on Agila Saleh Issa, Nouri Abusahmain, and Khalifa al-Ghweil, charging them with hindering the work of the GNA.

          
        

        
          	
            May 2016

          
          	
            United Nations agrees to provide arms support and military training to the GNA in its fight against ISIS once it submits a formal exemption request. President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi of Egypt tells Prime Minister Serraj that a political solution to the Libyan crisis is inevitable. Qaddafi’s widow receives permission to return from exile abroad to her home in al-Bayda as part of reconciliation drive. Human Rights Watch releases report detailing ISIS-affiliate atrocities in Libya. Militias aligned with GNA advance on ISIS-held Sirte.

          
        

        
          	
            June 2016

          
          	
            European Union seeks United Nations approval to intercept Libya-bound arms shipments. United States presidential candidate Donald Trump boasts he made “a lot of money” in a deal with Qaddafi many years ago. Presidency Council confirms foreign special forces are assisting Libya to fight terrorism. Russia refuses to support any UN resolution approving a NATO operation in Libya. Presidency Council holds first official cabinet meeting at Bu Setta naval base. General Haftar visits Moscow to discuss Russian efforts to strengthen Libya, including arms deliveries. U.S. House of Representatives Select Committee finds no evidence Hillary Clinton guilty of wrongdoing in 2012 attacks in Libya that left four Americans dead.

          
        

        
          	
            July 2016

          
          	
            Presidency Council appoints Abdurrahim el-Keib, former prime minister, as Libyan ambassador to United Nations. Amnesty International releases report detailing extensive abuses against refugees and migrants on smuggling routes through Libya. Four GNA ministers resign undermining unification efforts. National Oil Corporation in Tripoli agrees to merge with rival National Oil Company in Tobruk. Saif al-Islam al-Qaddafi released after five years of house arrest in Zintan. GNA voids Saif’s death sentence but he still faces ICC charges for crimes against humanity. UNESCO places five Libyan sites on its World Heritage in danger list. Libyan health crisis sharpens as resources decline.

          
        

        
          	
            August 2016

          
          	
            United States launches airstrikes against Islamic State targets in Libya. Police in Marj and Tobruk unveil gun amnesty programs encouraging residents to register weapons. Public support for GNA crumbles amid weakening currency and increased power outages. Denmark agrees to transport remainder of stockpiled chemical weapons for safe destruction outside Libya. House of Representatives in Tobruk passes no confidence vote, rejecting UN-backed unity government. General Haftar extends military rule in eastern and southern Libya, replacing elected mayors with military officers. Small group of political activists known as the Grandchildren of the Constitution call for restoration of 1951 constitution.

          
        

        
          	
            September 2016

          
          	
            Germany will destroy 500 metric tons of dual-use compounds from chemical weapons program in Libya by year-end. General Haftar seizes key oil terminals in eastern Libya. National Oil Corporation begins work to reopen terminals. House of Representatives promotes General Haftar to rank of field marshal. Move by State Council to take over legislative authority from House of Representatives is widely condemned as provocative. Field Marshal Haftar recognizes authority of House of Representatives but rejects GNA.

          
        

        
          	
            October 2016

          
          	
            Sixty mayors from western and southern Libya call for more power to provide municipal services. Prime Minister Serraj condemns replacement of democratically elected mayors with military officers in eastern Libya. France and Italy call for Field Marshal Haftar to have a role in a wider Libyan government. Rump government in Tripoli stages abortive coup d’état, leading to short period of anarchy. German special forces deploy to Libya and target ISIS.

          
        

        
          	
            November 2016

          
          	
            Audit Bureau freezes bank accounts of companies and individuals accused of currency smuggling and document falsification. African Union unveils new peace initiative. United Nations reports armed conflict continues to impede socioeconomic development in Libya. Libyan National Army announces liberation of Gwarsha district of Benghazi from Islamist militants. Presidency Council, Central Bank, and National Oil Corporation agree to increase exports but disagree on support for dinar. Libyan–Libyan Dialogue, a rival to UN-brokered Libyan Political Agreement, continues working on its own unity government. Field Marshal Haftar meets Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov in Moscow in search of military support. Former Prime Minister Jibril says Russia has “critical role” to play in resolving current crisis. Illicit immigration from Libya to Europe surges and becomes more deadly.

          
        

        
          	
            December 2016

          
          	
            European Union estimates Libyan coastal cities generate $346 million annually from people smuggling. Former Prime Minister Jibril argues decentralized government is only political solution. Russia refuses to supply Field Marshal Haftar with arms but argues he must be part of any political settlement. African Union, Algeria, and Egypt launch separate peace initiatives in an effort to broker a political settlement. U.S. African Command concludes military operations against ISIS in and around Sirte.

          
        

        
          	
            January 2017

          
          	
            Nuh Abdel Sayed al-Maghrabi replaces Ali Tarhouni as Constitutional Drafting Assembly president after Tarhouni loses legal challenge over dual American–Libyan citizenship. Chad closes border with Libya to prevent influx of militant Islamist fighters. Italy reopens embassy in Tripoli. Forces loyal to rump government in Tripoli occupy three ministries in the capital. United States bombs militant Islamist training camps south of Sirte. Former UN envoy Ibrahim Dabbashi charges foreigners not Libyans are directing country’s future. Libyan academics and writers condemn seizure of “unacceptable” books by military authorities in Marj. United States suspends issuance of visas to Libya and six other countries. Algeria reiterates its strong commitment to a political solution in Libya. Prime Minister Serraj calls for lifting of international arms embargo on Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            February 2017

          
          	
            European Union approves €200 million plan to combat illegal migration from Libya to Europe. Algeria reiterates its support for a political solution to Libyan crisis. Field Marshal Haftar claims his self-styled Libyan National Army controls ninety-five percent of Libya. North Korea offers to upgrade Libyan military. United States rejects appointment of Salam Fayyad, former Palestinian prime minister, to replace Kobler as UN Special Envoy to Libya. Newly formed Libyan National Guard backs rump government in Tripoli. Italy argues Field Marshal Haftar must be part of any political solution to the Libyan crisis. Egypt fails in effort to broker peace deal between Prime Minister Serraj and Field Marshal Haftar. Libya encourages South Korean companies to restart stalled projects. Libya requests NATO assistance in rebuilding security and defense systems. National Oil Company and Russian oil giant Rosneft sign oil offtake, exploration, and production agreements. Libya loses UN voting rights for second year in a row due to unpaid dues. Military authorities in eastern Libya impose travel ban on anyone under forty-five years of age without a security clearance.

          
        

        
          	
            March 2017

          
          	
            Russia tells visiting Prime Minister Serraj that Libyans must resolve their political crisis. Benghazi Defense Brigades loyal to GNA seize Ras Lanuf and Sidra oil export terminals. Russia looks to resume work on stalled projects in Libya, including railway from Sirte to Benghazi. House of Representatives in Tobruk withdraws its support for UN-brokered peace deal and Government of National Accord. House of Representatives Speaker Saleh calls for parliamentary elections no later than February 2018. Large tribal gathering of mostly eastern tribes affirms support for Haftar. Libyan National Army retakes Ras Lanuf and Sidra oil terminals. UN envoy Kobler reiterates claim that most Libyans support Libyan Political Agreement. Newly formed federalist party calls for restoration with amendments of 1951 constitution. Arab Summit meeting in Jordan pledges “absolute” support of Libyan Political Agreement and Government of National Accord. Zintan Military Council tells Libyan National Army that the appointment of Qaddafi-era military officials is unacceptable.

          
        

        
          	
            April 2017

          
          	
            House of Representatives sets conditions for dialogue on Libyan Political Agreement, including no UNSMIL involvement. ENI discovers new gas and condensate deposits offshore. New group calling itself Supreme Council for Oil, Gas, and Water Resources in the Oases and Sirte Basin threatens to block oil pipelines to eastern oil terminals. UAE reiterates support for Field Marshal Haftar and Libyan National Army. House of Representatives condemns Prime Minister Serraj’s call for international community to halt fighting in southern Libya. Russian envoy to United Nations considers lifting of UN arms embargo to be “premature.” Benghazi Defense Brigades deny UN claim they are a “coalition of Islamist armed groups.” U.S. President Donald Trump says only role for United States in Libya is to defeat Islamic State. ENI announces plans to open El Feel (Elephant) oil field. House of Representatives Speaker Saleh and High Council of State President Sewehli meet in Rome but fail to resolve Libyan crisis. House of Representatives announces twenty-four-member Political Dialogue Committee to negotiate amendments to Libyan Political Agreement. Algeria reinforces its southeastern border as crisis deepens in southern Libya. NATO agrees to help rebuild Libyan defense ministry and intelligence services. UN envoy Kobler reports Sudanese rebel groups have a presence in Libya.

          
        

        
          	
            May 2017

          
          	
            Sudan expresses support for UN-brokered Government of National Accord. Prime Minister Serraj and Field Marshal Haftar meet in Abu Dhabi, ending sixteen-month standoff. Libyan oil output hits 800,000 barrels per day, highest since 2014. Egypt calls for lifting of arms embargo against Libya. Emmanuel Macron, newly elected French president, signals change in Libya policy, calls for united national army including Libyan National Army. UN High Commissioner for Refugees calls on Libya to release asylum seekers and refugees held in detention centers. Chad and Niger agree to set up Italian-financed refugee centers to help fight illegal migration to Europe. Prime Minister Serraj tells Theresa May, British prime minister, they must work together on terrorism in wake of Manchester suicide bombing by Salman Abedi, a British citizen of Libyan descent. Egypt bombs terrorist camps in eastern Libya after militants allegedly trained in those camps kill twenty-nine Coptic Christians and wound twenty-four others in southern Egypt. Tebu and Tuareg ethnic groups implement peace agreement in and around Obari.

          
        

        
          	
            June 2017

          
          	
            Field Marshal Haftar charges Qatar is employing foreign mercenaries to fight against the Libyan National Army. Presidency Council divides Libya into seven military zones: Tripoli, Benghazi, Tobruk, Sebha, Kufrah, and the Central and Western regions. Libyan Investment Authority reports 2016 returns of $316 million. At least forty-four migrants en route to Libya through Niger die of thirst in the Sahara Desert. France says security conditions not right to reopen embassy in Tripoli closed since 2014. Libyan National Army occupies strategic oasis of Waddan in the central desert region. Government of National Accord announces Libyans studying abroad at government expense must return home after finishing their studies and work in Libya two years for every one year they studied abroad. Italy allocates €200 million to stem illegal migration from southern Libya. Presidency Council splits Western Mountain University into University of Gharyan and University of Zintan.
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