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Introduction

Do you believe that God wants you to succeed? Well, He does. In fact, He has greater dreams and aspirations for you than you probably realize. And when you walk in the center of His will, you have His presence, power, protection, promise, and provision to achieve the incredible goals He calls you to accomplish.

This is why it is so important that when you get up in the morning you get into God’s Word and spend time with Him. Even spending just fifteen minutes with the Lord God of all creation will set the rudder of your day, will give you a sense of direction, and will energize you for whatever is ahead.

This devotional has been written to help you stay in Scripture—challenging you to read and meditate on God’s Word every day. Each month moves through the whole book of Proverbs, which has thirty-one chapters total. The first day of the month features a verse from Proverbs chapter 1; the second day, from Proverbs chapter 2, and so on. A few pages in the back of the book have been reserved for your personal notes. As you walk through this book of wisdom, ask God to speak to your heart and fill you with His wisdom and guidance. Tell Him that you’re committed to doing whatever He asks of you. Then watch as He directs your path in ways and to heights you never dreamed possible.



JANUARY


Honoring God

As you begin the new year, set your heart on honoring and obeying God.

As you do, you will have more clarity and purpose the whole year long.



JANUARY 1


Beginning

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 1; GENESIS 1:1; ISAIAH 43:19

The [reverent] fear of the Lord [that is, worshipping Him and regarding Him as truly awesome] is the beginning and the preeminent part of knowledge [its starting point and its essence].

PROVERBS 1:7 AMP

Today is the start of a new year, and along with it come fresh hopes and opportunities. A whole set of possibilities and uncertainties stand before you. The prospect of these new beginnings fills us with great awe, which is why many people make such an effort to commemorate this day—making resolutions and celebrating their arrival. The promise of a new beginning stirs hope in our souls.

But from the very first verse in Scripture—Genesis 1:1—we see that the most powerful beginnings come from God. And the very best, most fulfilling and fruitful commencements do not just include the Father but are initiated and guided by Him.

So as you start this year, the most important principle for you to embrace is that God formed you for a purpose and has been shaping you for the days and months ahead. He has a plan for you that is good, acceptable, and wise—and He promises to lead you well. Your responsibility is to always acknowledge Him as the living God, your Lord, and the sovereign Architect and Ruler of all creation.

If you wish to make this your very best year yet, allow God to begin it—every day of it—and trust Him to show you what He wants to accomplish in and through you. Look for Him to initiate the opportunities, healings, spiritual growth, and new areas of fruitfulness. For to do so, friend, is the very heart of wisdom.

Father, thank You for this new year and all the hope it brings.

Lead me, Lord, I revere You as my Savior and wise King, and know that the best beginnings are from You.

Amen.



JANUARY 2


Seeking What He’s Giving

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 2; MATTHEW 7:7

The LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.

PROVERBS 2:6

Perhaps as the first days of this new year pass, certain questions are still on your mind that you just cannot shake. Issues that have long troubled you persist in causing your faith to waver. You wonder when or if God will ever help you.

You most likely have sought the Father before about these burdens, which is the very best thing you can do. But don’t approach Him just to talk about the problems—He already understands all there is to know about them and doesn’t benefit from your assessments. Instead, go before Him to listen. Remember that the fear of the Lord—the acknowledgment of Him as God—is the beginning of wisdom. And He freely gives knowledge and understanding to those who will wholeheartedly recognize that He holds the answers.

In fact, Jesus promised, “Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7 NLT). This is a guarantee from God Himself: The Father wants to help you understand. He longs to show you what He is achieving through that situation, what He desires for you to learn from it, and how you can achieve the victory in it.

So the wisest thing you can do is continue getting on your face before Him in prayer—opening His Word and giving His Holy Spirit ample time to speak to you. Keep seeking and do not lose heart. The Lord will give you the wisdom you need to triumph in all you’re facing.

Father, You know the questions that continue on my heart.

I come before You to listen, Lord, knowing You have the answer to every need and the wisdom to guide me in every situation.

Amen.



JANUARY 3


Leaning on His Understanding

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 3; 1 CHRONICLES 29:11; LUKE 18:27

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding.

PROVERBS 3:5

Do not lean on your own understanding. This is one of the most difficult commands to practice because it’s far more natural for us to see a situation and make a judgment about it. It’s what we’ve been taught to do from the time we are small children—we are instructed to assess situations and come to well-educated conclusions in order to make good decisions.

But leaning on our own understanding is often why we get so disheartened and fearful about the future. From our point of view, the adversity we face appears so overwhelmingly impossible that we cannot imagine how to overcome it. And we question why the Father would allow us to experience such difficulties.

But God does not look at the trials that come to you from the agonizing center of them like you do—but from beginning to end from His all-knowing, eternal perspective. In fact, before trouble touches your life, He has already charted the course and engineered your circumstances to build your faith and character, help you know Him better, and guide you to ultimate triumph. Knowing all of this, He calls you to trust Him—to refuse to rely on your assessment of the situation, but rather be confident that: “The things that are impossible with people are possible with God” (Luke 18:27).

So when trouble strikes, don’t be disheartened by leaning on your limited, earthly understanding. Rather, be encouraged by focusing on the fact that the Father has your life in His wise, all-powerful hands and is working all things out for your good.

Father, thank You for seeing my situation clearly and for leading me wisely in it. Help me to see life from Your perspective and to trust You with all my heart.

Amen.



JANUARY 4


A Sure Road

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 4; 2 SAMUEL 22:36–37

When you walk, your steps will not be impeded; and if you run, you will not stumble.

PROVERBS 4:12

God has a specific path for you to walk that is shaped by what He created you to become, so the decisions, struggles, and questions before you today are no surprise to Him. In fact, they are in your life for a purpose—to refine your faith and teach you how to walk with Him.

Of course, you may be wondering, I thought these trials were in my life as a punishment because I’ve made so many mistakes. Maybe God is too angry or disappointed with me to bless me. If these are the thoughts you are having, I want to encourage you: When Jesus is your Savior and you confess and turn away from your sins, God forgives you completely. He no longer holds your sins against you.

You may be facing the consequences of your mistakes, but God is not punishing you. On the contrary, the challenges you are facing are actively preparing you for the future so you can enjoy all the blessings He’s planned for you. Your heavenly Father knows exactly what it is about you that causes you to choose the wrong path, and He loves you too much to continue allowing you to fall to the same temptations. So He will remove those inner stumbling blocks that hinder you through the adversity He allows to come into your life.

So analyze the decisions, struggles, and questions before you today. How are they an opportunity to choose differently from what you’ve chosen in the past? This is your chance to respond in a way that honors God. Because when you do, you’ll find He makes your steps sure—just as He does your future.

Father, thank You for forgiving my sins and showing me how to be completely free of them.

I praise You for making my way sure.

Amen.



JANUARY 5


All Your Paths

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 5; PSALM 139:16

The ways of a man are before the eyes of the LORD, and He watches all his paths.

PROVERBS 5:21

Do you ever look at another person and think, “How in the world was that marvelous gift in you developed? How did you discover you could do that?” The wide variety of talents, abilities, and interests of people is astounding. And all of them have a story—a person who inspired them or an event that awakened their enthusiasm in a particular area.

When you think of all the possibilities, it may seem that a person’s potential is endless, especially for those who have many earthly resources. And maybe that is somewhat disheartening to you today because your life feels limited by your background and burdens. You wonder if your circumstances had been different, if you could have been that award-winning athlete, performer, artist, or scientist. If life hadn’t been so difficult, what could you have become?

But your situation is not as limited as it may seem. In fact, Scripture is clear that God has a specific plan for you (Psalm 139:16). He watches over every path that leads to your life—including the opportunities, influences, resources, and trials that affect you—in order to shape your character and gifts. Where you are is no mistake. On the contrary, it is all part of God developing you into all He created you to be. And His molding gives you far greater, eternal benefits than any earthly advantage could have.

So do not lose heart or look at others with envy. Rather, the wise course is to count on the Father to lead you step by step along His will for you—the only path that will lead to your full potential.

Father, thank You for guiding the circumstances that influence my life.

I trust that You’re leading me in the best way possible.

Amen.



JANUARY 6


The Light of Your Life

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 6; PSALM 119:105

The commandment is a lamp and the teaching is light.

PROVERBS 6:23

Some days the path ahead may seem confusing because what you hear from the world and those around you is so vastly different from what God says in His Word. And because you and I are influenced by the sin nature, the world’s way will always appear like the easier, more appealing course.

The problem is that if you respond according to the principles of this fallen world, you can expect more conflict, disappointment, disillusionment, and discontentment. And your path will grow even darker and more confusing. But if you choose to walk wisely—God’s way—you can anticipate contentment when circumstances are difficult, courage in the midst of the storm, and confidence in the most fearful conditions.

Why? Because the Father’s commands illuminate your way, giving you light even in the darkest situations. Psalm 119:105 affirms, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Principles like forgiving your enemies, letting the Lord fight your battles, and being a giver rather than a receiver may all seem counterintuitive. But you can be certain that if God commands it, it is good, right, liberating, and true. His Word never fails to help you take advantage of opportunities, invest your time and resources wisely, and cultivate your relationships.

What you choose today will determine how the road looks tomorrow. So if the path ahead appears confusing, stop and make sure that the route you take has been mapped out by the Father. If you seek Him, He promises to direct you. So allow His commands to illumine the road before you and His teaching to be the light of your life.

Father, sometimes everything in me fights against Your commands.

But I will obey You in faith because Your light faithfully delivers me from the darkness.

Amen.



JANUARY 7


Rule Your Heart

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 7; PSALM 25:10; JEREMIAH 17:9

Do not let your heart turn aside.

PROVERBS 7:25

You will have many choices today—steps you can take toward God and steps you can take away from Him. In fact, one or more of those choices may be on your mind right now.

These decisions are both small and large in scale, and raise questions such as: Will you exhibit faith in the challenges you are facing, or will you be ruled by your emotions? Will you courageously do what the Lord has directed you to do, or will you give in to your fears and self-interests? Will you trust the Father to fulfill your needs, or will you satisfy your desires in your own way?

You may be tempted to “follow your heart,” but Scripture is clear: “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). If you submit to what feels natural—what you would usually do out of habit or instinct—you will most likely find yourself in trouble. But “all the paths of the Lord are lovingkindness and truth” (Psalm 25:10). He will never fail to lead you in the best way.

Realize that whether the decisions you make today are minuscule or monumental, with them you travel farther down a road of your future. But you have a choice: You can allow God to rule your heart. You can deny the fallen nature in you and honor the Lord, trusting that His path leads to wisdom, greater character, eternal reward, and a deeper relationship with your Creator.

So make the choice with the important decisions you have today. Discipline your heart to follow God in faith. And have confidence that when you do, you’ve taken steps in the right direction.

Father, I choose You. Please give me the discernment and strength to follow You and keep my feet planted on the path of Your will.

Amen.



JANUARY 8


He Is with You

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 8; EXODUS 20:20

“I love those who love me; and those who diligently seek me will find me.”

PROVERBS 8:17

If you are feeling alone in your struggles today, take heart. There is a Person who pursues a deep and abiding relationship with you—One who lovingly walks with you, revealing the choices that will lead you to a spiritually rich and fruitful life. In Proverbs 8, this Person is characterized as Wisdom—for all knowledge and understanding come from Him. Yet wisdom is only part of all that your wonderful Companion is.

Of course, that Person is Jesus, who loves you and provides the very best for you. But perhaps with the discouragements you’re facing today, you are doubtful if a relationship with Him is truly possible. After all, you cannot see or touch Him. Maybe you try to speak in faith, but when pressed about whether or not you genuinely believe the Lord will help you, the best you can say is, “I hope so.” You’re not completely sure He will respond. The messages keep playing in your mind: These issues that break my heart are not really worthy of His attention.

But friend, God never intended for you to approach Him with a “hope so” attitude. He wants you to be absolutely certain that He is right there for you. In fact, He may have even allowed the challenges in your life so that you will seek Him with more passion and devotion (Exodus 20:20).

Your loving heavenly Father wants to have a profound, intimate, moment-by-moment relationship with you—and all you have to do is turn to Him. The way He responds to you may not be what you expect, but He never fails to reply when you’re willing to listen. So love Him and seek Him diligently, because you will certainly find Him.

Father, thank You for being there for me, walking with me through every situation, and revealing the path that leads me to a godly and fruitful life.

Amen.



JANUARY 9


Build Up

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 9; MATTHEW 7:24–25

Wisdom has built her house.

PROVERBS 9:1

There are times you will feel weak, powerless to change the future or overcome the challenges ahead of you. In those moments, resist the temptation to entertain notions of defeat or to give in to despair, because with every negative thought, you are tearing down your life and faith.

You have a choice about how you respond to your low moments. And as you can see from today’s verse, the person of wisdom makes a conscious effort to build up rather than destroy. In other words, you may feel weak, but you can make the choice to increase your strength.

How? Jesus said, “Everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock” (Matthew 7:24–25). You grow resilient when you base your life on God’s Word and obey it.

Friend, the storms will come. And if you want to be able to stand firm no matter how intensely the tempest blows, then a profound relationship with Jesus is the answer. Instead of dwelling on thoughts of defeat, you must turn your mind to the principles and promises of Scripture. Why? Because by doing so, you are reminded that your future is contingent not upon your strength but on the power and wisdom of God, who shapes and molds the days ahead.

Therefore, if you are feeling weak today, build yourself up by spending time in God’s Word. Not only will the Lord help you through your difficulties, He also will use them to make you even stronger.

Father, I feel weak, but I am so grateful You are my future and my strength.

Build me up with Your Word so I may always honor You.

Amen.



JANUARY 10


Perspective

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 10; HEBREWS 13:5

The way of the LORD is a stronghold to the upright.

PROVERBS 10:29

Regardless of what you have or who you are, circumstances will arise that make you feel insecure. Whether you experience physical, emotional, financial, or relational threats, they can strike at the very core of what you’ve built up as your safety and confidence. And if you measure those challenges against your own strengths, it’s no wonder they make you so uneasy.

So right now, take a moment and look at those challenges from God’s perspective. Are any of them beyond His wisdom to overcome or His power to conqueror? Of course not. The One who formed the heavens and the earth can do anything. Nothing is too difficult for Him.

But does the Lord love you enough to help you through your difficulties? Absolutely He does. One look at the cross and the life Jesus gave to save you and you know for certain He will do whatever it takes to support and sustain you. He will never abandon or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5).

What then is the real issue here? It all comes down to whether or not you trust God. Are you wisely accepting the Father’s help by obeying Him, or have you foolishly walked away from His protection—demanding your own way rather than embracing His?

Friend, there is absolutely no safer place for you than the center of God’s will. So if you’ve been obeying the Lord, rejoice because He is using these adverse circumstances to strengthen you. If you’ve drifted away from Him, thank Him for getting you back on track. Either way, trust Him. Because you never lose by wisely having faith in the Father, but you always suffer loss when you stray from His path.

Father, thank You that nothing I face is too difficult for You.

I trust You, Lord—lead me in the way I should go.

Amen.



JANUARY 11


Delighting Him

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 11; MICAH 6:8; HEBREWS 6:10

The blameless in their walk are [the Lord’s] delight.

PROVERBS 11:20

You have the power to please God—to delight Him and fill His heart with joy. You may imagine this requires a full gamut of rules and regulations—that you must read your Bible and pray several hours a day, participate in an endless array of religious activities, and make absolutely sure you never make a mistake.

But the person who truly pleases God is the not one who is engaged in mindless rituals or tries to earn his own righteousness. On the contrary, the Lord treasures the believer who pursues a deeply personal relationship with Him out of gratefulness and who loves Him for who He is.

With this in mind, Micah 6:8 poses the question, “What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” In other words, the Father has shown throughout history that His highest desire is that you live in a manner that honors Him—with holiness, compassion, and obedience. And that you are motivated by faithfulness to Him.

And so what brings the most joy to your Father’s heart is that you respectfully accept His instructions, exhibit the merciful character of Christ in all you do, and submit to His wisdom in every situation. Friend, God doesn’t want you to practice religion. Rather, He wants you to be in relationship with Him. The sacrifices you make without love are ultimately meaningless. But He will never forget anything you do out of adoring devotion to Him (Hebrews 6:10). So seek Him, love Him, and follow Him today, and be a person who is a true delight to Him.

Father, how I long to please You. I love You, Lord!

May my life be an expression of worshipful devotion to Your holy and precious name.

Amen.



JANUARY 12


The Favor You Need

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 12; EXODUS 7:3–5; JEREMIAH 31:3

A good man will obtain favor from the LORD.

PROVERBS 12:2

Perhaps as you arise today, there is someone on your mind who you wish would look upon you with grace and partiality. Maybe you wish to experience this person’s approval, receive his or her encouragement, or obtain some gift or opportunity. It would mean the world to you to have his or her favor because then you would have the support and esteem you long for.

This was certainly true for Moses as he faced the daunting task of leading the people of Israel out of Egypt and into the Promised Land of Canaan. He desperately needed Pharaoh to agree to let God’s people go.

But instead of softening Pharaoh’s heart toward Moses, God did the opposite. The Lord said, “I will harden Pharaoh’s heart that I may multiply My signs and My wonders in the land of Egypt” (Exodus 7:3). The Father did this so that Moses—and, in fact, all of Israel—would realize the support needed was not from someone with earthly and, therefore, limited wisdom, resources, and strength. No, he needed the counsel and favor of God Himself.

The same is true for you today as you think about the person whose approval you desire above everyone else’s. Whether God turns that individual’s heart toward you or away from you, realize it is the Father whom you really need and that only He gives you His very best. As a child of the Most High God, you have the support, grace, and favor you need to succeed in everything He gives you to do. So do not fear or fret if others reject you. Rather, rejoice that the only One who really counts loves you always (Jeremiah 31:3).

Father, thank You that because Jesus is my Savior, I always have Your favor.

Thank You for providing everything I really need.

Amen.



JANUARY 13


Steady On

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 13; PSALM 73:13–14

Godliness guards the path of the blameless.

PROVERBS 13:6 NLT

Do you ever experience times when it seems like all you get for obeying God is heartache? Certainly, the psalmist Asaph felt this way. He said, “Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure and washed my hands in innocence; for I have been stricken all day long and chastened every morning” (Psalm 73:13–14). Sometimes it may appear that the only ones getting ahead in life are those who do evil, while your only consolation is that you have respected God.

But do not be discouraged. The Lord will certainly honor your faithfulness in ways you’ve never imagined. The Father calls you to be holy as He is holy—to live life as He would and to lead others to His salvation. This is not easy. In fact, it’s supposed to be difficult. Why? Because that is how your character is established and how others see the mighty work of the living God in you. Thankfully, your loving heavenly Father gives you the Holy Spirit to guide you to victory.

So whenever you’re tempted to despair because of the difficulty of your situation, ask yourself this question: What matters to me most—the Almighty God’s opinion, or temporary earthly comfort? My fleshly desire to have ease, or someone else’s salvation?

Always remember that when you remain steady in your walk with the Father, you will grow in your faith and in the fruit of the Spirit. And each time you honor God instead of giving in to hopelessness, you’ll get stronger and wiser. You’ll also have another testimony of having God’s presence right there beside you when troubles come, which is of immeasurable value to your spirit—and may mean eternity to someone else’s.

Father, I know You will never leave or forsake me—and You wouldn’t allow difficulty into my life without some good purpose.

Thank You, Father. I will trust in You.

Amen.



JANUARY 14


Your Fountain of Life

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 14; ISAIAH 40:29

The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life.

PROVERBS 14:27

As you read today’s verse, you may be longing for that fountain of life to spring up and renew your energy and strength. There are so many burdens and obstacles that can drain you of the will to go on. But it may seem confusing that the fear of the Lord is the path to that life. After all, there is nothing that tires you like anxiety.

But understand, this verse does not mean you should be afraid of God. As a Christian, you have no reason to be frightened of your loving heavenly Father. Rather, the original Hebrew word for fear means that you should be reverent in the Lord’s presence and respectful of His ways. God’s awesome character should inspire you to take all He says very seriously. He is holy, righteous, and just—the only One worthy of your highest praise and worship. And recognizing that will help you realize how absolutely blessed you are to have His guidance, protection, and love.

So what today’s verse really means is that when you have respect for God and obey what He says, you don’t have to fear for your life because you know He will lead you in the best way possible. He will give you strength when you are weary and fill your life with His power 
(Isaiah 40:29).

Friend, if you do not have an adequate view of who the Father really is, you will be tempted to rely on yourself—and that will quickly drain all your energy and hope. But when your confidence is based on the matchless character of God, you can be joyful no matter what trial comes. So trust Him and experience the fountain of life He created you to enjoy.

Father, You alone are God and worthy of my praise.

May Your life flow through me.

Amen.



JANUARY 15


A Timely Word

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 15; ISAIAH 50:4–5

A man has joy in an apt answer, and how delightful is a timely word!

PROVERBS 15:23

I hope that as you read this, you can recall a time when someone spoke into your life in a powerful way that you knew was straight from the Father. Perhaps it was a message of comfort during a difficult season. Or maybe someone gave you wise counsel at an important crossroad of your life. It may even be that at a crucial moment, you heard a word that helped you know God was with you.

The wonderful thing about the Father, however, is that He can make you into the person through whom He delivers those life-giving messages. Isaiah 50:4 NLT teaches, “The Sovereign LORD has given me His words of wisdom, so that I know how to comfort the weary.” How does God do so? Isaiah goes on to say, “Morning by morning He wakens me and opens my understanding to His will. The Sovereign LORD has spoken to me, and I have listened. I have not rebelled or turned away” (vv. 4–5).

God takes responsibility for making you into the person who honors Him and encourages others. But did you notice your part in the process? The Father teaches you His ways, but it is absolutely crucial that you spend time with Him daily, listen to Him, and obey what He says.

So consider: Is there anyone who needs a word of encouragement? Is there someone who has been asking you for wise counsel or who would appreciate a reassuring note of friendship? The Lord will give you just the right message for him or her if you will turn your heart to Him and pay attention.

Father, I know just the individual You want me to reach out to.

Speak Your message of life through me so this person will be encouraged.

Amen.



JANUARY 16


Stepping Back to Go Forward

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 16; PSALM 27:13

The mind of man plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps.

PROVERBS 16:9

Perhaps you began life with joyful expectations and dreams of a great future. Maybe you even experienced a time when you were making so much progress, it seemed nothing could stand in your way. Yet now it seems that all your steps are backward.

Certainly this was the case for David. After being anointed to be the next king of Israel by the prophet Samuel, he enjoyed triumphs that set him apart as an important figure in the kingdom. He was King Saul’s personal musician and armor bearer, he defeated the mighty Goliath, married the princess Michal, and was loved by all Israel. It seemed as if he was on the fast track to the throne.

But one day, David’s life changed dramatically for the worse. King Saul became so jealous of David that he told “all his servants to put David to death” (1 Samuel 19:1). And just like that, David was an outcast, forced to flee the kingdom he’d been promised. For years, he struggled with devastating losses, assassination attempts, and demoralizing injustices. He seemed to have lost all hope.

Thankfully, we know that wasn’t the end for David. In fact, all the challenges were God’s indispensable training ground so David could become the great king of Israel he was created to be.

Likewise, it may seem as if you’ve taken steps backward in life. You’re cut off from your dreams, circumstances look dire, and one heartbreak follows another. But do not despair. God isn’t through with you yet. In fact, He is wisely preparing you a great future. So accept this difficult time as training for His eternal purposes and, like David, you will certainly see “the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living” (Psalm 27:13).

Father, thank You for training me for a great and hopeful future.

I will trust You and take heart.

Amen.



JANUARY 17


Refining Purpose

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 17; 2 TIMOTHY 4:18

The refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, but the LORD tests hearts.

PROVERBS 17:3

One thing guaranteed in life is that the pressures and trials will come. And perhaps as you consider the day ahead, you already see difficult occupational, physical, relational, or financial circumstances on the horizon that cause you distress because of what they could cost you. You may be wondering if you need to give up on your goals and dreams because you feel like you will never reach or merit the good things you desire.

At such times, it is important for you to realize that through your difficulties, God is revealing what is in your heart—what you truly see as your significance, purpose, and security. He is showing you what you rely upon to prove that your life really matters.

But the truth is that your worth, identity, and protection have been established eternally by God and God alone (2 Timothy 4:18). He is the One who created you, formed you for His purposes, empowers you to achieve all He’s planned for you to accomplish, and makes you into the best version of yourself possible. He knows you completely. He loves you unconditionally. And nothing—not even the losses you fear most—can take that away from you.

So instead of despairing about your circumstances, make the choice to cling to the only One who truly helps you overcome your challenges and gives you hope. The Lord has turned up the heat through these trials to refine you and teach you to depend upon Him moment by moment. And ultimately, He wants you to find your worth, purpose, and security in Him—trusting Him to make your life the finest it can be no matter what is going on.

Father, thank You for revealing what is in my heart.

Teach me to trust in You alone to make my life all it can be.

Amen.



JANUARY 18


Run to Him

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 18; PSALM 9:10; 23:4

The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runs into it and is safe.

PROVERBS 18:10

You are not alone. Everyone experiences heartaches, disappointments, and doubts. We all face situations where we feel vulnerable, discontent, and helpless—when we wonder why our faith is so weak, and painful questions run rampant in our minds: Has God forsaken me? Have I disappointed Him? Why has He allowed this?

The truth is, if you’re asking these questions, it means your heart is turned toward the Father—and that pleases Him (Psalm 9:10). When you run to Him, seek Him for answers, and cling to His wonderful character, you will always find a place of safety and acceptance.

You can take comfort from David’s powerful testimony: “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4). David learned that the Father’s protective presence was an undeniable, unchangeable fact, and you can too. No matter how hopeless or perilous your circumstances appear, the Lord will never leave you—not because of who you are or what you do, but because of who He is.

No, you’re not alone. Every believer faces times of difficulty and doubt. And God will make it clear what He wants you to do. Whether you need to repent for some sin, take a step of faith, or simply wait on His perfect timing, be patient, because He will not fail to lead you in the way you should go. And just as He was with David and so many before you, your loving heavenly Father will be with you as well.

Father, thank You for being my strong tower—my unshakable place of acceptance and safety.

Help me cling to You and obey You in every way.

Amen.



JANUARY 19


Contrary

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 19; JONAH 1–2

Many plans are in a man’s heart, but the counsel of the Lord will stand.

PROVERBS 19:21

Jonah was just like you and me—he had dreams and plans for his future. But when God revealed His objective for Jonah’s life, it shook the prophet to the core: “Go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it” (Jonah 1:2 NKJV). Jonah didn’t like that assignment one bit. After all, the Assyrians were the sworn enemies of Israel, a brutal people who had no problem killing a meddling Hebrew prophet.

We all know the story. Jonah fled God’s command on a ship to Tarshish, and the Lord sent a violent storm to prevent his progress. The situation became so dire that Jonah told the sailors to cast him overboard if they wanted to survive. So they did—they threw Jonah into the sea, and God sent a great fish to set him back on track. Eventually, Jonah repented and did as the Lord asked.

We may judge Jonah for running from God, but we often do the same thing. We flee from what the Father commands because we want to be in control of our lives and we want our lives to be comfortable. We may outright disobey God, or we may take a more subtle route—avoiding Him and claiming ignorance of what He wants. But understand, neither strategy releases us from the responsibility of obeying Him, which is why He sends contrary circumstances to get us back on the right path.

So take stock of your life. Does it seem that no matter how hard you strive, you’re making no progress? Are you experiencing setback after setback, as if a strong hand were against you? Then it’s possible God is trying to get your attention. Spend time in prayer and make sure you’re obeying all He’s called you to accomplish.

Lord, I want to obey You, no matter what.

Reveal Your will so I can work with You rather than against You.

Amen.



JANUARY 20


Spiritual Senses

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 20; MARK 8

The hearing ear and the seeing eye, the LORD has made both of them.

PROVERBS 20:12

God gave us our senses to perceive the world around us. But as believers we have an additional privilege—the Father gave us spiritual eyes and ears to observe how He is working on our behalf and to learn His ways.

Unfortunately, we can get so caught up in our troubles that we miss God’s activity. This was certainly true of the disciples. In Mark 8, Jesus miraculously fed four thousand people with seven loaves and a few fish. Even what was left over from the meal was several times more than what they’d started with. One would think that the disciples would learn that God was their great Provider.

But we read that not long after this miracle, the disciples forgot “to take bread . . . in the boat with them . . . They began to discuss with one another the fact that they had no bread” (vv. 14, 16). They had witnessed the miracle but had missed the point completely. So Jesus said to them, “Why do you discuss the fact that you have no bread? . . . Having eyes, do you not see? And having ears, do you not hear? . . . When I broke the seven for the four thousand, how many large baskets full of broken pieces did you pick up?” (vv. 17–20).

The disciples had seen what Jesus could do, but they didn’t apply it to their lives. Do not make the same mistake. God is faithfully working around you, teaching you, and helping you. Don’t be so focused on your problems that you miss His presence and provision. Watch for Him with spiritual eyes and ears, and you will observe the amazing ways He is already acting on your behalf.

Father, I want to learn from You. Give me spiritual eyes and ears so I can perceive how You are at work in miraculous ways in all of the details of my life.

Amen.



JANUARY 21


The Go To

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 21; 1 CORINTHIANS 14:33

There is no wisdom and no understanding and no counsel against the Lord.

PROVERBS 21:30

As troubles arise in your life, what is your initial response? Do you analyze the problems from every angle or discuss them with loved ones? Or do you turn to the Lord? This is important because it shows where your confidence really comes from—whether you rely on yourself, others, or God. The Father is most likely trying to teach you something important through your trials, and you may unintentionally shut Him out of your life by handling them on your own or allowing others to influence your decisions.

When you try to overcome your challenges with your wisdom rather than God’s, they usually appear far bigger than they really are. And the more you discuss your dilemmas with others, the more confused and overwhelmed you may become. Unfortunately, this is because human understanding generally tries to circumvent the path of faith the Lord wants you to take. And that never works.

This is why your first step should always be to turn to the Father. First Corinthians 14:33 promises, “God is not a God of confusion but of peace.” The Lord is the only One who can lead you to the right course of action and will certainly do so if you seek Him. That’s not to say you should never consult others. Rather, you should trust the Father to show you whom to speak to and when it is appropriate to do so.

So whatever you’re facing today, develop the habit of going to the Father first with your problems. Let Him put your difficulties in perspective and direct you. Then you can discuss what He shows you with godly friends who will support you through prayer and encouragement.

Father, You know my troubles even better than I do.

Help me to go to You first. I trust You to lead me in the way I should go.

Amen.



JANUARY 22


Intimately Drawn

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 22; JEREMIAH 33:3

Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise, and apply your mind to my knowledge . . . So that your trust may be in the Lord.

PROVERBS 22:17, 19

Do you feel the unending tug on your soul—the one that makes you feel like something important is missing? That feeling is your heavenly Father drawing you to Himself. He wants you to spend time with Him and know Him intimately.

The Lord would love for you to get alone before Him, open His Word, and say, “Father, today I don’t want anything but You. I long to know You better, understand Your ways, and experience Your divine presence. I yearn for a deeper relationship with You. So Father, I give myself fully to You. I’m listening. Show me who You are.”

Why? Because God knows that it is in those intimate times of fellowship that you receive energy and wisdom for the challenges of life, where you find your purpose and experience His grace. It is during those moments that the Lord pours His life into you, filling what cannot be satisfied by earthly means and revealing “great and mighty things, which you do not know” (Jeremiah 33:3).

Of course, opening yourself up to an intimate relationship with the Father may appear somewhat daunting, but there’s nothing in the world more worthwhile or wonderful than knowing Him and experiencing His love. So today, incline your ear to God and hear His words of wisdom. Apply your mind to knowing Him so that you can trust Him more. Allow Him to pour His love into your heart and His life into your spirit daily. Because then your soul will feel full and you will experience life at its very best.

God, here is my heart. I am vulnerable before You in every way—I hold absolutely nothing back. I just want to know You, Father.

Open my ears to hear You.

Amen.



JANUARY 23


All You Need

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 23; ROMANS 15:4

Give me your heart, and let your eyes observe my ways.

PROVERBS 23:26 NKJV

You may not believe it as you consider all you have to face today, but your heavenly Father is truly all you need. In every area where you have a deficiency, He will be your supply. In every way you are too weak to prevail, He will be your strength and victory. The Lord God Almighty can be your unfailing Defender, wise and worthy Leader, constant Helper, and faithful Friend—just as He was to all the saints of old.

Do you realize that today? That you can experience God as powerfully and profoundly as anyone in Scripture has? You may look in the mirror and see all your faults and failings. But the Father looks at you with the same desire and ability to glorify Himself through you as He did Moses, David, and Paul.

In fact, Romans 15:4 tells us, “Whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” In other words, what was possible for the biblical heroes is possible for you—not because of who you are, but because of the awesome God you serve.

You don’t need anything extra to enjoy His love, wisdom, power, or provision—just an open heart that hungers to know Him, eyes that watch for Him, and a will set to obeying Him.

So consider, what is that that you really need today? Deep understanding and insight? Strength and guidance to help you triumph in your trials? Wisdom, power, and provision so you can succeed? There is One who longs to give you these things. So let Him. Give Jesus all you’ve got and He will become all you need.

Lord, I long for You to become all I need.

Teach me how to walk in such close fellowship with You.

Amen.



JANUARY 24


Get Up

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 24; PSALM 103:12; ACTS 9:15; ROMANS 8:17; EPHESIANS 1:13–14

A righteous man falls seven times, and rises again.

PROVERBS 24:16

Have you messed up? Have you failed to achieve a goal or live up to expectations? Such incidents can be deeply discouraging, making us wonder if we can ever rise above our weaknesses and be worthwhile to others.

Yet there is a profound difference between being a failure and experiencing setbacks. You are not a failure. Your mistakes are only temporary defeats; they don’t define who you are. In fact, Scripture is clear that once you trust Christ as your Savior, you are a new creation who has the extraordinary privilege of being imbued with His Spirit (Ephesians 1:13–14). That is your everlasting identity. You are an heir of God and coheir with Christ (Romans 8:17). Your failings are under the blood—removed from you for all eternity (Psalm 103:12).

The apostle Paul understood this well. No matter how many times he was rejected or imprisoned, he continued to look to Jesus to determine the truth about who he was—a chosen instrument of God, specially commissioned to proclaim the gospel (Acts 9:15).

You should do the same. When times of failure come, remind yourself of who Jesus created you to be. Your setbacks may delay you from reaching your goals, but they may also be the training necessary for you to reach them. So don’t look at them as reasons to quit; rather, see them as opportunities for God to teach you important lessons. Then get up, dust yourself off, and get back to work. Because when you do, the Lord will honor your faith in Him. He will certainly give you the ability to persevere and stay the course until He shows you His victory.

Thank You for being my identity, Lord Jesus. I am not a failure.

I am a victor because of who You’ve made me to be.

Amen.



JANUARY 25


Submitting Our Understanding

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 25; ISAIAH 55:8–9; ROMANS 13:1

As the heavens for height and the earth for depth, so the heart of kings is unsearchable.

PROVERBS 25:3

Romans 13:1 instructs, “Everyone must submit to governing authorities” (NLT). We know that the challenge of this command occurs when our authority figures make decisions that we do not understand or agree with. We wonder if they had all the facts or if they had information that we weren’t privy to.

The same is true for God—but in even greater measure. People have all kinds of ideas about what the Lord is really like apart from what Scripture reports about Him. Sadly, because of this, we may mistakenly invent an image of Him to suit our preferences rather than truly knowing Him. These misconceptions often underestimate the surpassing greatness, wisdom, power, and love of our God.

But the Lord is clear: “My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways . . . For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8–9). Yes, God possesses information you do not have access to. In fact, His knowledge and wisdom are unsearchable—incomprehensibly beyond what you and I could ever hope to grasp. While He interacts with us in a close and personal way, He is still divine and far too grand to be defined according to our own human comprehension.

So submit to your heavenly Father. Even when you don’t understand why He says yes or no to the cries of your heart, have faith that He truly is making the very best decision for you. You are not necessarily supposed to understand His “whys,” but you can always trust the wisdom and love He shows on your behalf.

Father, I don’t always understand You or Your ways, but I do trust You.

Help me to submit to You with faith and confidence.

Amen.



JANUARY 26


Better Wisdom

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 26; JOSHUA 6

Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him.

PROVERBS 26:12

At times, the Father will direct you in ways you do not comprehend. Not only will He remain silent about things you wish to know, but He also will limit your view of the future to one small step at a time. And what God instructs you to do will require absolute faith in His wisdom and trust that He is leading you in the right way.

This was certainly the case for Joshua. As he led the Israelites into the Promised Land, the Lord didn’t give him a complete battle plan outlining how to take possession of it. Rather, God led Joshua in a faith-stretching step-by-step manner, with tactics that would have been rejected by the usual general.

One has only to look at the attack plan against Jericho to see this illustrated. Instead of a scheme to infiltrate the city, the Lord instructed the Israelites to take it with seven days of marching and the blowing of trumpets (Joshua 6). Though the plan may have seemed irrational in Joshua’s eyes, he chose to obey. Thankfully, it ultimately proved successful. But this is a principle we all must learn: The Father doesn’t require us to understand His will, just to obey it, even if it seems unreasonable. His goal is to show us that our earthbound understanding falls short, but His heavenly wisdom always leads to victory.

If Joshua had believed himself wiser than God, the Israelites would never have taken the land. But because he trusted the Lord’s direction, they triumphed. The same is true for you. The Lord may instruct you in ways that make no sense. But at such times, obey Him anyway. Victory is certainly ahead if you’ll trust His wisdom above your own.

Father, I trust Your wisdom above my own.

I cannot see the way ahead, but it fills me with comfort that You do.

Amen.



JANUARY 27


Just Don’t

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 27; JEREMIAH 7:23

A prudent person foresees danger and takes precautions.

PROVERBS 27:12 NLT

Sometimes you may long to break free of God’s restrictions and take advantage of the temptations before you. You imagine the pleasure you could enjoy, which stirs up your passions even more. Then you begin to wonder why the Lord would deny you the very blessings that would satisfy your soul so deeply.

Yet before moving forward, think about this: Does the force of gravity ever cease to exist simply because someone chooses to ignore it? Obviously, the answer is no. If a person jumps from a considerable height because he or she believes flying would give pleasure, the law of gravity will quickly prove inflexible. The result will not be the imagined outcome; it will be a painful fall.

The same is true of all God’s commands. The One who created the universe understands how it works, and He has made His decrees known for our protection. He says, “Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you will be My people; and you will walk in all the way which I command you, that it may be well with you” (Jeremiah 7:23).

God makes the dangers known to you through His commands so that you can live a good and fruitful life. A wise person understands that if something is treacherous enough for the Lord of all creation to point it out for our protection, then maybe we should avoid it.

Friend, if God warns you against taking part in something that appears to give you pleasure, it is because He sees beyond it to the pain it would cause your soul. Don’t do it. Flee from sin. And be grateful for all the ways your heavenly Father protects you from falling.

Father, thank You for protecting me from dangers I cannot see

by warning me through Your Word. Help me to obey You.

Amen.



JANUARY 28


Battle Ready

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 28; EXODUS 14:14; ISAIAH 54:17

An arrogant man stirs up strife, but he who trusts in the LORD will prosper.

PROVERBS 28:25

As conflicts arise in your life, it is understandable that you will wonder: When do I engage? Jesus calls us to forgive, but when is it time to fight injustice? And how far should I go? After all, not all skirmishes are mere setbacks that are easy to overlook. Sometimes you face an all-out war where there are no easy solutions and no way to avoid the onslaughts headed your way. The trial ahead may be life altering, distressing, and even affect those you love. So what can you do?

Of course, forgiveness is always necessary. But when God-sized battles arise, it is arrogant to think you can handle them by yourself with your own strength, political savvy, armaments, or diplomacy. But in fact, the Father may have allowed this war to teach you that these conflicts are never really your responsibility at all. Rather, they always belong to Him. So you don’t have to come up with a plan—the Lord will fight your battles for you. He promises: “No weapon that is formed against you will prosper; and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their vindication is from Me” (Isaiah 54:17).

So if you’re facing a battle or unfair attacks today, put away your arrogance—your weapons, strategies, and earthly resources—as well as your right to engage the conflict on your terms. Rather, allow the Lord to be your Commander in Chief and obey Him without fear or flinching. No one can stand against your Defender, and surely, “The LORD will fight for you while you keep silent” (Exodus 14:14). And that, friend, will always be the uncontested road to victory.

Father, thank You for fighting for me.

Show me what to do and say as I await Your salvation.

Amen.



JANUARY 29


From Him

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 29; JOSHUA 1:5

He who trusts in the LORD will be exalted.

PROVERBS 29:25

God Himself has chosen this for you. These obstacles in your path, these trials, these challenges—they are allowed in your life for His purposes. That may be a difficult word for you today. You may not be able to imagine why a good God would allow such trouble upon your already burdened soul. Haven’t you sought His will? Haven’t you followed Him as faithfully as you know how? And yet, all that’s ahead of you appears dark and foreboding.

Understand that the Father has seen rare potential in you that must be developed, and the only way to set it free is to place you in situations that develop your trust in Him. He has to stretch your faith in order prepare you for His greater purposes.

No, it doesn’t feel like something positive is happening. In fact, you most likely cannot see the way ahead, and the future may look quite hopeless. Perhaps you feel as if dream after dream has met its demise. Do not despair. This is what it takes to stop you from depending on yourself and train you to rely on God in greater measure. You are stripped down to nothing so He can be your everything.

So how should you respond? First, don’t fight Him. Instead, ask the Father what He’s teaching you. Second, realize the greatest obstacle to trusting God may be your emotions, but you don’t have to live by them. Instead, take the Lord at His word and cling to His promises. Finally, whenever you are tempted to doubt, focus on God’s eternally unchanging character and make the choice to have faith. The One who has proved Himself faithful throughout the generations will certainly not fail you or forsake you (Joshua 1:5). Trust Him.

Lord, I trust that these trials are from Your hand for Your purposes.

Help me to learn what You’re teaching me.

Amen.



JANUARY 30


Right Direction

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 30; PSALM 16:7–8; 22:5

Every word of God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him.

PROVERBS 30:5

Perhaps you woke up today needing advice or a word of direction. You consider where to go—your friends, some authority figure, or even the Internet. Yet it occurs to you that those sources aren’t always right and sometimes don’t have the insight you require.

But there is One you can turn to who always has the counsel you need, regardless of what you’re facing. That, of course, is the living God, whose wisdom is beyond understanding and whose Word has been proved true throughout the ages. In fact, countless believers throughout history have testified, “They trusted and were not disappointed” (Psalm 22:5). Like them, you’ll never take a wrong turn when you seek God’s wisdom for your life and obey Him. Certainly, the Lord will guide you with profound insight and unconditional love and lead you along paths of righteousness.

This is why David wrote: “I will bless the Lord who has counseled me, indeed my mind instructs me in the night. I have set the Lord continually before me; because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken” (Psalm 16:7–8). David saw firsthand that the Father is trustworthy to lead us in the way we should go.

The Father’s desire is for you to rely on His guidance at every turn in life—whether the decisions are large or small. So regardless of what counsel you need today, ask God to show you what to do. Open the Bible, bow before Him in prayer, and listen as He reveals Himself to you. Because nothing is wiser or safer than trusting in His Word. Certainly, you will not be disappointed.

Father, You know the questions on my heart today.

Thank You for Your Word. Lead me in the way I should go.

Amen.



JANUARY 31


True Worth

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 31; ZECHARIAH 4:6

Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.

PROVERBS 31:30

Look in the mirror. Do you like the person you see? The negative thoughts can come in like a flood, enumerating all the reasons you do not deserve to be loved, respected, or blessed. All your faults, all the graces you lack, all your sins, all the mistakes of the past—why would God ever give you good gifts and the desires of your heart?

You may carry around a mental assessment of yourself that is very difficult to overcome. It will affect how you respond to circumstances and your relationships with God and others. For example, if you hate the way you look, doubt your skill, or question your intelligence, then you may operate with a lack of confidence and fail to pursue goals the Father has for you.

But God wants you to have a healthy self-esteem and a balanced attitude about yourself. He created you with unique features, talents, and abilities. But before you can truly put those to good use, you have to recognize and accept that He is the One who shines through you and decides your worth. He is your wisdom and strength. He is the One who makes you successful and makes your life count. As He said in Zechariah 4:6, “ ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD of hosts.”

Friend, everything else you could possibly base your life on will ultimately fail. But the Lord will never disappoint or forsake you. So trust and commit to honoring Him with your life. Then look in the mirror and see the person God loves, empowers, and works through, and be glad.

Father, thank You that the fruit of my life doesn’t depend on me, but on You.

May Your Spirit triumph through me and may You be glorified.

Amen.



FEBRUARY


Relationships

Relationship begins with God—who is three Persons in one.

The Lord is in perfect union with Himself; and as we imitate Him, we also come into relationship with the three Persons of the Godhead—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

What we learn from Him, we can apply to our interactions with those around us.



FEBRUARY 1


A Father to Us

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 1; MATTHEW 6:24–34; HEBREWS 12:7–11; JAMES 1:17

Hear, my son, your father’s instruction.

PROVERBS 1:8

The authority and wisdom of Jesus’ teaching astounded the Jews of His day. His miracles of healing and control over nature’s forces awed disciples and bystanders alike. But there was nothing more stunning to His audience than His constant reference to God as “Father.” How could anyone claim such intimacy with the Lord?

Yet Jesus wanted us to understand an important aspect of the life He offers us. Being Christians means that we enjoy a special, eternal family relationship with the Creator of all that exists. Although once estranged from God by sin, when we accept Christ as Savior, we are adopted into His household and indwelt by the Holy Spirit so we can interact with our heavenly Father. No other religion offers this profoundly personal, transformative relationship. It’s an astounding privilege.

Instead of being distant, unappeasable, or impersonal, your God works to have a relationship with you—one where you can experience growth, healing, unconditional love, and complete acceptance. When you pray, your Father hears you and delights in giving you good gifts (James 1:17). His objective is to lead you into a productive, meaningful life and to free you from distracting worry and draining fears (Matthew 6:24–34). And when you sin or make mistakes, He disciplines for your good so you can be free (Hebrews 12:7–11).

You are a child of the living God and have a heavenly Father who is completely trustworthy, wise, and able to lead you. So don’t doubt Him if things turn rough. Accept that your heavenly Father is teaching you valuable lessons that will ultimately help you reach your full potential.

Lord, thank You for the astounding privilege of knowing You as my Father. I praise You for raising me up as Your own.

Amen.



FEBRUARY 2


Prompted to Discern

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 2; PHILIPPIANS 1:9–10; HEBREWS 5:14

Wisdom will save you from evil people, from those whose words are twisted.

PROVERBS 2:12 NLT

Have you ever walked into a place and felt an unpleasant tug in your spirit that immediately put you on guard? Have you ever spoken with someone and thought, Something here isn’t right? If you are a believer, then most likely the Holy Spirit was prompting you to be on the alert. This is called spiritual discernment, and it is developed as you walk in wisdom with God.

The Father wants you to be able to discern when something is amiss with a person or a situation. So the Holy Spirit either reminds you of a principle in Scripture, reveals when something doesn’t add up in a person’s words, or gives you unease in your spirit to warn you against proceeding. Whichever way He communicates with you, if you will listen to Him, you will be equipped to avoid situations that could harm you.

So how can you grow in wisdom and spiritual discernment? First, become intimately familiar with the Word of God. The better you know Scripture, the better equipped you’ll be to separate truth from fiction (Hebrews 5:14). Second, pay attention when the Holy Spirit speaks to you. God has placed His Spirit in you so you can have the most intimate relationship possible with Him. Do not ignore His promptings; instead, ask, “Lord what are You trying to show me?”

God gave you a discerning spirit because He wants to protect you (Philippians 1:9–10). So when you encounter people, messages, or circumstances that don’t sit right in your spirit, stop and listen for His voice. Certainly, like a bright beacon on a dark night, He will illuminate the situation for you and show you whether or not to proceed.

Father, thank You for protecting me through Your Holy Spirit.

As I walk with You, please increase my wisdom and spiritual discernment and help me always to listen to Your promptings.

Amen.



FEBRUARY 3


A Higher Standard

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 3; DEUTERONOMY 32:35; MATTHEW 5:39

Do not strive with a man without cause.

PROVERBS 3:30

It’s amazing how even the briefest contact with certain individuals can set us on edge. It may be their personality that annoys us. Perhaps they have character flaws, areas of incompetence, or opinions that are offensive. Or maybe we see them as threatening, and we can’t stand that they have the ability to hinder our lives in some way. Whatever it is, they’re very effective at getting under our skin.

Too often, our initial response is to strike out at them—whether we do so with physical or verbal violence. We long to voice our frustrations and protect ourselves against them. This shouldn’t actually surprise us—because of our fallen nature, we are not necessarily programmed for harmony with one another. However, Jesus calls us to a higher standard. He said, “Do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also” (Matthew 5:39). He calls us to forgive and live in peace with not only those who frustrate, scare, annoy, and offend us, but also those who outright hurt us.

This may seem like too much for Jesus to ask when you consider mankind’s sinfulness. Yet He does so for your benefit and protection. And remember, God says, “Vengeance is Mine” (Deuteronomy 32:35). You can trust Him to set things right in His time.

So if you feel negatively toward someone today, remember that peace is not only possible—it’s Christ’s command. So ask the Holy Spirit to reveal why those individuals trigger such negative emotions in you and forgive them as Christ has forgiven you. And trust God to show you how to interact with those people in a manner that protects you and exalts Jesus.

Father, You know how I feel. Please reveal and heal the source of my anger and help me to love and forgive as You would.

Amen.



FEBRUARY 4


Your Good Father

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 4; ROMANS 8:31–33; 12:5–11; 15:7; GALATIANS 3:26; HEBREWS 4:16; 13:5

Listen when your father corrects you. Pay attention and learn good judgment.

PROVERBS 4:1 NLT

Galatians 3:26 teaches, “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ.” This means that regardless of whether you had wonderful parents or less than optimal caretakers, the Lord wants to be your heavenly Father and walk with you through life in a profoundly intimate way. He wants to love, teach, and provide for you faithfully—for you to rely upon Him as a trusting child relies on his strong, wise, and godly dad.

Perhaps this is a strange idea to you. If so, you’re not alone. Our first awareness of authority, love, provision, and security comes from our parents. It’s only natural that their faults and limitations would influence our view of all relationships, including the one we have with God. Yet the Lord has gone to great lengths to provide an ongoing, intimate bond with us that transcends our earthly relationships (Romans 8:31–33). He knows that if we really get to know Him, we will love Him; and if we love Him, we’ll obey Him—and that always works out for our good.

Our earthly dads may reject us and cause us pain, but not God. He always has time for us (Hebrews 4:16), will never fail or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5), disciplines us out of kindness for our good (Hebrews 12:5–11), and unfailingly accepts us (Romans 15:7). Though we may feel inadequate to have a relationship with the Father because of the past, remember: The One who saves you can teach you how to relate to Him. He will instruct you in how to walk with Him step by step, just like a truly wonderful and trustworthy dad would.

Lord, teach me to look to You as my Father and to heed Your instruction. Thank You for raising me up to walk worthy of You.

Amen.



FEBRUARY 5


A Blessing to Your Loved Ones

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 5

Let your fountain be blessed.

PROVERBS 5:18

In Proverbs 5, the “fountain” is symbolic of the family that flows from you. Since God is the Creator of the family and has given it to help you understand your relationship to Him, He desires that your family be strong and healthy.

Sadly, this isn’t always the case. Because of this fallen world, families experience conflict, brokenness, and continual attacks from the enemy. Perhaps you know something about that today. Maybe as you read this, your family isn’t all you wish it were. But take heart. No matter how dismal your situation may appear, there’s hope, because the Lord has given guidelines for strengthening your relationships with your loved ones.

Deuteronomy 6:5–7 is God’s foundation for a strong family: “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently.” First, keep God central in your life. Second, teach His Word to those around you—not just in word but also by your consistent, loving example. It sounds simple, but it takes hard work.

You play a significant role in whether your loved ones are blessed. And even if you don’t have kids, your children are grown, you’re single, or your family is broken, it’s never too late to start being a strong influence for good to others. So shine His light right where you are, and love those you’ve been given to love. Let God strengthen your relationships by honoring Him in everything you do. Because when your relationship with Him is your top priority, you’ll affect not only those around you but also future generations. And your fountain will be blessed.

Father, You know my hopes for my family. Help me to exalt You so that my relationships will be strengthened and You’ll be glorified.

Amen.



FEBRUARY 6


Jealous?

SCRIPTURE READING: PROVERBS 6; JAMES 3:14–16

Jealousy enrages a man.

PROVERBS 6:34

It happens to every one of us—there’s something we want with every fiber of our being. We pray, fast, and wait, but no matter how hard we struggle, we can’t seem to attain the object we desire. To make matters worse, we know someone who receives what we want so badly but without the delays and heartaches we’ve experienced. From our point of view, that individual doesn’t deserve the great blessing he or she has been given. Seeing that person with the gift we long for breaks our hearts, and we’re convinced that if we were given the same opportunity, we’d handle it with much more wisdom and godliness.
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